
January-February 2018  1



2   Women&Guns



January-February 2018  3

NEWS  PAGE 5
Reciprocity and Fix NICS bill passes House, Senate battle 
next; Supremes decline MD “assault weapons” case; 
California regulations challenged by SAF, Calguns.
DEFENSIVE STRATEGIES  PAGE 10
Does anyone carry a purse anymore? And if so, how does 

purse carry work in 
the new century? 
By Lyn Bates.

HANDGUNS   PAGE 15
A wealth of new handgun introductions are slated for the 2018 
SHOT Show. By W&G Staff.
AMMUNITION   PAGE 18
Consider low recoil ammunition for training and carry. By Bob 
Campbell.

LONG GUNS   PAGE 22
A host of new rifles are slated for introduction in 2018. By W&G 
Staff.
HANDGUNS   PAGE 24
North American Arms’ tiny Pug revolver makes an excellent 
back-up gun choice. By Bob Campbell.
LEGALLY SPEAKING  PAGE 27
Careful selection of cases moving through the court system will 
insure gunowners’ rights are protected. By Karen MacNutt.
MAKING a DIFFERENCE  PAGE 30
Meet Ohio’s Amanda Suffecool—gun owner, radio host and concealed carry fashion show mogul. By 
Genie Jennings.
POINT of VIEW  PAGE 34
To carry or not to carry. By Chuck Klein.
FROM the Editor  PAGE 36
Now is the time for gunowners to rally to the Farmer Doctrine. By Peggy Tartaro.

On the Cover
Women&Guns   January-February 2018 Volume 29, Number 1

Contents

The pistol is presented to the target in a smooth 
motion during an addendix carry drill. Story 
by Bob Campbell on Page 12.



4   Women&Guns

www.womenandguns.com
PO Box 35

Buffalo, NY 14205-0035
Ph. (716) 885-6408
Fax (716) 884-4471

Email waguns@verizon.net

JULIANNE VERSNEL GOTTLIEB
Publisher

PEGGY TARTARO
Executive Editor

Contributing Editors
Lyn Bates

Carolee Anita Boyles 
R.K. Campbell 

Gila Hayes
Genie Jennings

Roger Lanny 
Sheila Link 

Karen MacNutt 
Diane Walls

Dave Workman
 

Advertising Sales
Billy Rogers

PO Box 156 • Ilwaco WA 98624
Ph. 360-244-9185 • Fax 360-665-0543

billyrogers1911@gmail.com

  Published by:
  The Second 
  Amendment Foundation
  www.saf.org

Women&Guns Magazine (ISSN 0145-7704) is published 
bi-monthly by the Second Amendment Foundation, a 
non-profit, tax-exempt, educational and literary research 
and publishing organization. National Office: 12500 NE 
Tenth Place, Bellevue, WA 98005. Phone: 425-454-7012. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS: One year (6 issues), $18.00 US; single 
copies, $4.00. All subscriptions are cash in advance, please 
make checks payable to Second Amendment Foundation. 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS: Six weeks notice required on all 
changes. Send old address as well as new. Not responsible 
for missed issues due to failure to notify of address changes. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Women&Guns, 
Attn: Circulation Dept., PO Box 35, Buffalo NY 14205-
0035. Contents © by Second Amendment Foundation. 
All rights reserved under International and Pan American 
Copyright Conventions. All previously copyrighted material 
is used with permission. Reproduction in whole is strictly 
forbidden; no part of this publication may be reproduced 
without written permission of the editor.

Possession and/or ownership of firearms is subject to 
various federal, state and local restrictions. It is your legal 
responsibility to learn and obey the laws that apply in your 
area.

Opinions expressed by authors herein are not necessarily 
those of Women & Guns or the Second Amendment 
Foundation.

Women&Guns

About the Authors
Lyn Bates is the Vice President of AWARE (Arming 
Women Against Rape and Endangerment, www.
aware.org), a nonprofit organization that provides 
information and training to enable women to 
avoid, deter, repel or resist crimes ranging from 
minor harassment to violent assault. She has been 
a competitive shooter, recipient of the National 
Tactical Invitational’s Tactical Advocate Award, 
and certified to teach a wide range of self-defense 
techniques. She has authored the book Safety for 
Stalking Victims, blogs at www.aware.org and can 
be reached at bates@aware.org.

R.K. “Bob” Campbell is a working, sworn law-
enforcement officer who writes about guns and 
self-defense issues for W&G and several other 
gun publications. His book, available from Merril 
Press, is The Handgun in Personal Defense. He  
has written extensively on the use of carbines by 
police and civilians. His abstract on police carbine 
marksmanship is used as a reference by the National 
Institute of Justice.

Genie Jennings is a Contributing Editor for 
Women & Guns Magazine writing a column, 
Making a Difference, showcasing the women who 
are doing so. A proud member of SAF, GOA, NRA, 
and Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine, and former 
National Spokeswoman for SAS, she never refuses 
an opportunity to speak publicly on the subject of 
Second Amendment rights. Genie is a member of 
the South Berwick Rod & Gun Association, where 
she produces Introducing Women to the Shooting 
Sports (which has now brought 300 women into 
the pro-gun community) and chairs both the (N)
ews (A)nd (G)overnment Committee, and the 
annual fundraiser, 30Gunsin30Days Raffle.
She is a gardener, fisherman, ski instructor, and 
proud grandparent. With her husband, she began 
attending GRPC in 2001.  She has been a speaker 
and serves on the Resolutions Committee.

Karen L. MacNutt is a consulting attorney for the 
Second Amendment Foundation, National Rifle 
Association and Gun Owners Action League. She 
maintains a general law practice in Boston, and is 
an active rifle and pistol competitor.

Dave Workman is senior editor of The Gun 
Mag.com, which can be found online at www.
thegunmag.com



January-February 2018  5

News
Women&Guns

 

CCW Reciprocity Passes House
But Still Faces Fierce Opposition

Reciprocity
Continued on Page 36

Concealed carry activists were 
quick to react positively, but the 
gun prohibition lobby was gird-
ing for a prolonged battle fol-
lowing the passage of HR 38, the 
Concealed Carry Reciprocity bill, 
first out of the House Judiciary 
Committee on a 19-11 vote, and 
then winning approval by the full 
House of Representatives.

The National Rifle Association 
has been encouraging its members 
to keep up the pressure and ex-
pressed its approval of the House 
actions.

 For months American gun 
owners had become frustrated 
and impatient while the bill lan-
guished in the House Committee 
for the past 11 months. But now 
the fight shifts to the Senate.

The “Concealed Carry Reci-
procity Act,” a top priority for the 
National Rifle Association and 
other gun-rights groups, passed 
231-198. Six House Democrats 
crossed the aisle and voted for the 
measure, while 14 Republicans 
opposed it.

Also included in the House GOP 
gun package is a proposal to im-
prove the National Instant Crimi-
nal Background Check System, 
the national system of criminal 
background checks managed by 
the FBI. Calls for an NICS revamp 
grew louder after the recent mass 
shooting in Sutherland Springs, 
Texas, which left 26 churchgoers 
dead. After the shooting, the Air 
Force revealed it had failed to report 
the gunman’s 2012 conviction on 
domestic violence to the database, 
which would have barred him from 
making a lawful gun purchase.

A third provision requests that 

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
give an official Justice Depart-
ment position on whether the use 
of “bump stocks” — a device that 
increases the rate of fire for semi-
automatic rifles — would lead to 
additional criminal penalties. The 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Fire-
arms and Explosives is evaluating 
whether it can regulate bump-
stock sales. 

Rep. Richard Hudson (R-N.C.), 
author of the concealed carry bill, 
said the committee’s vote “is a 
huge win for freedom, the Ameri-
can people, and the 15 million 
concealed carry permit holders 
across this country who every day 
become at risk of becoming crimi-
nals because they cross an invisible 
state line.”

In an email blast following the 
Judiciary Committee vote, Rob 
Wilcox with anti-gun billion-
aire Michael Bloomberg’s Every-
town for Gun Safety declared, “If 
passed, the law would force each 
state to accept the concealed carry 
standards of every other state, even 
states that have weak standards, or 
worse, no standards at all. This 
would allow dangerous individu-
als—including people with dan-
gerous histories and many domes-
tic abusers—to carry a loaded, 
hidden handgun across the coun-
try, putting the safety of our fami-
lies and communities at risk.”

Judiciary Chair Bob Goodlatte 
had issued a statement to refute 
such rhetoric.

“I want people to remember 
that this bill will not arm crimi-
nals,” he said. “If someone is a 
criminal who is prohibited from 
purchasing or possessing a fire-

arm, nothing in this bill would 
allow that person to purchase or 
possess a firearm, let alone carry 
one in a concealed fashion. That 
is currently illegal and will remain 
illegal under this bill.  

“I strongly believe the way to 
combat gun violence is not to in-
fringe the rights of law-abiding 
citizens,” he continued, “but to 
enforce the laws against criminals. 
This bill is about the simple prop-
osition that law abiding Ameri-
cans should be able to exercise 
their right to self-defense even 
when they cross out of their state’s 
borders. That is their Constitu-
tional right.”

Approval in the Judiciary Com-
mittee and even the House were 
just preliminary hurdles for this 
long-awaited legislation. It would 
still have a long way to go before 
hitting President Donald Trump’s 
desk. The president had indicated 
he would sign such legislation 
while he was on the campaign trail 
in 2016. 

That brought lots of gunowners 
to the polls, resulting in Republi-
can control of Congress and the 
White House. The bill had been 
languishing for months, frustrat-
ing gunowners.

But finally Capitol Hill seemed 
to get the message from gun rights 
activists that Republicans needed 
to deliver on their promises.

 Under the bill, states would be 
required to honor concealed carry 
permits and licenses from other 
states, same as they honor driver’s 
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

 The Supreme Court of the 
United States has denied a 
petition for certiorari in the case 
of a Maryland man who has 
challenged the law regarding so-
called “assault weapons” in that 
state.
 The case is known as Kolbe v. 
Hogan.
 Social media has already begun 
to heat up as gun owners and gun 
rights activists are expressing fury 
over the high court’s reluctance 
to take the case, and over the 
Maryland law. 
 Maryland law banned “assault 
weapons” and original capacity 
magazines in 2013. The Supreme 
Court had already declined to 
hear a challenge to Maryland’s 
restrictive discretionary concealed 
carry permitting law.
 Gun rights organizations were 
quick to react. 
 The National Rifle Association’s 
Institute for Legislative Action 
issued a statement: “Maryland’s 
ban on commonly owned firearms 
and magazines violates our 
fundamental, individual right to 
keep and bear arms for self-defense.
The court’s decision in District 
of Columbia v. Heller clearly 
stated that arms in common use 
for lawful purposes are protected 
by the Second Amendment and 
thus cannot be subject to an 
outright ban. We will continue 
fighting to ensure that the Second 
Amendment freedoms of law-
abiding Americans are respected 

SCOTUS Denies Cert in Maryland 
‘Assault Weapon’ Lawsuit

in the courts.”
 The Second Amendment 
Foundation also commented, 
“While we are disappointed that 
the Supreme Court did not take 
these cases, which were not ours, 
we are not surprised. There are 
other similar great cases working 
their way through the courts that 
we expect the Supreme Court to 
eventually hear. 
 “In addition,” SAF observed, 
“the more judges that President 
Trump gets to nominate to the 
high court the better Second 
Amendment rulings we will get.”
 That wasn’t the only piece of bad 
news for gun owners challenging 
gun control laws. The court also 
denied a petition in the case of 
Norman v. State, which challenged 
the Florida open carry law.  
 Sunshine State gun rights activists 
are expressing disappointment 
and anger at the court’s decision.
 “Only a very select few cases are 
heard by the Court,” said Richard 
Nascak, Florida Carry executive 
director. “Unfortunately, both 
Norman and Kolbe failed to make 
the cut. Be that as it may, Florida 
Carry is extremely disheartened 
that the Court has once again 
kicked the can down the block, 
leaving fundamental questions 
regarding the right to keep and 
bear arms in circuit split limbo.”
 By turning down both cases for 
review, the court is reinforcing 
the impression among Second 
Amendment advocates that it is 
simply unwilling to take another 
gun rights case. Twice in the past 
ten years, the Supreme Court has 

ruled on Second Amendment 
cases, first in District of Columbia 
v. Heller and two years later in 
McDonald v. City of Chicago. In 
both cases the high court ruled that 
the Second Amendment affirms 
and protects an individual right to 
keep and bear arms, while noting 
that the right is not absolute and 
is subject to some regulation.

W&G

Gun Ownership
in NYC May be 
Dangerous to Health

New York City, one of the 
toughest places on earth for the 
average law-abiding citizen to 
obtain a license to carry or even 
possess a handgun could soon add 
a health warning for everyone ap-
plying for a pistol license. 

New York City’s City Council 
Public Safety Committee voted 
6-1 recently to require the NYPD 
to hand out written warnings 
about the risks of gun ownership 
to new applicants for firearm per-
mits, The New York Post reported.

“Just like the [Surgeon Gen-
eral’s] warning that you see on 
the side of cigarette packs have 
changed the perception of smok-
ing, these gun warnings are the 
first step to changing the public’s 
conversation,” said Councilwom-
an Vanessa Gibson, a co-sponsor 
of the gun bill.

“We would be one of the first 
major jurisdictions to enact this 
type of legislation.”

W&G
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 The Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) has filed 
a lawsuit against the State of 
California challenging the newest 
regulations on so-called “assault 
weapons” and alleging that, as 
promulgated, they violate the 
state Administrative Procedures 
Act. The suit is Holt et. al. v. 
Becerra et. al.
 Joining SAF are the Calguns 
Foundation (CGF), Firearms 
Policy Coalition, Firearms Policy 
Foundation and several individual 
California citizens. Named as 
defendants are state Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, the 
California Department of Justice, 
along with Stephen Lindley, chief 
of the Department of Justice 
Bureau of Firearms; Debra M. 
Cornez, director of the Office of 
Administrative Law and Betty T. 
Yee, California state controller.
 The 55-page document further 
alleges that the challenged 
regulations “are invalid and 
unenforceable (because) they far 
exceed the scope, content, and 
purpose of the legal authority 
on which they are purportedly 
based.” California lawmakers 
have incrementally tightened 
regulations on the ownership 
of so-called “assault weapons” 
over the past several years while 
expanding the definition of 
what constitutes such a firearm. 
The new regulations have done 
likewise with no oversight, the 
lawsuit explains.
 SAF and its co-plaintiffs 

SAF, Calguns File Challenge
To California Gun Regulations

contend that the Department 
of Justice has pushed through a 
broad set of “assault weapons” 
regulations through the state 
Office of Administrative Law 
without any oversight or public 
input. As a result, the state 
DOJ has essentially revamped 
California’s regulatory scheme.
 “The state’s relentless effort to 
crush the rights of law-abiding 
gun owners has gotten completely 
out of hand,” said SAF founder 
and Executive Vice President Alan 
M. Gottlieb. “In this particular 
case, the new regulations not only 
exceed the scope of the law, they 
are in conflict with the law, and 
are contradictory in some cases.
  “It amounts to an illegal 
regulatory scheme that should 
not be allowed to go forward,” 
he added. “The government 
agencies responsible for enforcing 
the law must also follow the law. 
This case is an important step 
in protecting millions of law-
abiding gun owners from an out-
of-control regulatory state.”
  CGF Chairman Gene 
Hoffman noted, “The DOJ has 
used every trick in the book to 
avoid good faith rule-making 
action, and we cannot allow that 
to go unchallenged. California 
laws are bad enough without 
piling on unlawful and harmful 
regulations, so we seek here to 
restore the rule of law—and some 
sanity.”

W&G

Business Group
Honors Minnesota
Woman Rangeowner

 Jeanine Gill, President and 
Owner of the Osseo Gun Club 
& Pro Shop, in Osseo, MN, a 
Minneapolis suburb, has won 
the Woman Pioneer of the Year 
award from National Association 
of Women Business Owners 
(NAWBO) Minnesota for 
achievement in a predominately 

male-orientated industry.
 The award presentation was 
scheduled for a gala event on Dec. 
7.
 At age 50, Gill changed careers 
to work for a manufacturer of 
military and commercial firearm 
ranges where she took her first 
firearm training courses. In 2014, 
Jeanine and her husband, Chris, 
partnered to open a family friendly 
public gun range. 
 The range offers ladies only 
classes, with Tuesday evenings 
set aside for women’s classes and 
range time as well as at Friday 
evening “date night,” with range 
time for two and refreshments.

W&G
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Giffords Group Asks Web Hosts 
To Shut Down ‘Ghost Gun’ Sites 

A gun control group founded 
by former Rep. Gabby Giffords 
wants to shut down two websites 
that sell parts and machines to 
help make homemade firearms 
they claim are untraceable and 
call them “ghost guns.”.

 According to Associated Press, 
the Giffords Law Center to 
Prevent Gun Violence asked the 
providers that host GhostGunner.
net and GhostGuns.com to 
disable the websites for violating 
the hosting companies’ terms of 
service.

The sites sell kits, components 
and machines that help create 
homemade semi-automatic 
weapons. It’s legal to build a gun 
in a home or a workshop, and 
advances in 3-D printing and 
milling have made it easier to 
do so. The kits can be purchased 
legally for a few hundred dollars, 
Giddords claims without the 
kind of background check 
required for traditional gun 
purchases.

Attorneys for the gun control 
advocacy group said that the 
hosting companies, Shopify and 
DreamHost, should invoke their 
ability to disable and terminate 
the websites. The group argues 
that the two sites sell “the sort of 
products that have already caused 
scores of senseless deaths — and 
are likely to cause many more, 
unless taken off the market.”

The gunman who killed 
his wife and four others in a 
rampage in Northern California 
recently had been barred from 
having guns but built two semi-

automatic rifles at home that he 
used in the shooting, authorities 
said. 

Cody Wilson, who runs 
GhostGunner.net, was quoted by 
Associated Press as saying that the 
products he sells on his website 
are legal and in compliance 
with federal regulations. He has 
said although there is no legal 
requirement that he conduct 
background checks, he tries to 
take precautions to make sure the 
weapons aren’t used nefariously.

“This is an attempt to apply 
pressure to deplatform a legal, 
American business selling 
legal products to law-abiding 
customers,” he said.

According to Ammoland.
com, the Giffords Law Center 
to Prevent Gun Violence in San 
Francisco, which is an antigun 
group, is calling on the California 
legislature to regulate the sale of 
any gun part that can be used to 
build a firearm. 

The regulating of anything 
that can be used to build a rifle 
is very vague. The ultra-liberal 
governor of California, Jerry 
Brown, vetoed a similar bill on 
these grounds. Gov. Brown said 
that AB1673 had “far-reaching 
and unintended consequences.” 
He also vetoed a bill supported 
by the Giffords Law Center 
to Prevent Gun Violence that 
would require every gun part to 
have a serial number and would 
require background checks for 
ammunition purchases.

W&G

NRA, CRPA Petition
for SCOTUS Review
of DROS Fee Lawsuit
   Attorneys for NRA and CRPA 
have filed a petition in the US 
Supreme Court (SCOTUS) ask-
ing that Court to hear the case of 
Bauer v. Becerra. The Bauer case 
challenges California’s unconstitu-
tional use of millions of dollars it 
has collected through overcharg-
ing law-abiding gun purchasers 
$19 for the cost that the Califor-
nia Department of Justice incurs 
to conduct a background check 
for a firearm transaction (also 
known as the Dealer Record of 
Sale or “DROS” fee).
   The petition was filed as an ap-
peal of a ruling by the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals which upheld 
California’s use of DROS fees to 
fund the flawed Armed Prohib-
ited Person System and other gen-
eral law enforcement activities. 
But the DROS fee was intended 
to fund only the costs that DOJ 
incurs when conducting back-
ground checks. Over the years, 
technological advancements have 
dramatically reduced DOJ’s costs. 
Despite this, the $19 DROS fee 
was never reduced—generating a 
surplus of over $35 million!
   The NRA and CRPA petition 
explains that the exercise of a Con-
stitutional right cannot be condi-
tioned on the payment of a special 
fee that is used to fund general 
law enforcement activities bearing 
no relation to the fee-payer’s own 
conduct. If the fee does, it is an 
illegal “poll tax.” Considering the 
9th Circuit’s repeated history of 
refusing to uphold constitutional 
and Second Amendment rights, 
the case presents an ideal vehicle 
for SCOTUS to address the limits 
on governments imposing special 
fees as a condition of exercising 
the right to keep and bear arms.

W&G
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

In this column I’ve been talking, 
for years, to women who want to 
have a firearm for personal protec-
tion. Once you have one, or even 
before you buy one, the issue aris-
es, where and how will you carry 
the darn thing? 

Holsters have evolved, from 
“bra holsters” were a joke―all lace 
and lingerie―to the functional, 
developed by a woman, wonder-
ful for many women, called the 
FlashBang. The desire to carry 
concealed on-body while doing 
many outdoor activities has given 
rise to a sports bra with an un-
derarm holster (Under Tech Un-
dercover Concealment women’s 
midriff half-tank) and the same 
company’s concealment tank top 

Thigh holsters have also evolved, 
from lacy jokes to ones that are 
actually functional, however you 
must wear a skirt, dress, or exactly 
the right shorts which is not prac-
tical for many women.

In the discussion of “Where 

Gun Purses Redux
should a woman carry a concealed 
gun?” I have always advocated 
gun purses, because any place that 
is safe enough for your money 
is safe enough for your gun. For 
most men that location is on 
body. Most men carry a wallet in 
their pocket, so on-body feels safe 
enough for their gun. Most wom-
en carry a wallet in their purse, so 
that is safe enough for a gun. 

To those who say “But a purse 
can be snatched” I say, “Yes, and 
a pocket can be picked. Have you, 
or anyone you know ever lost 
a wallet or a purse or a gun that 
way?“ The answer is usually “No,” 
because most women have learned 
to be smart about ordinary purse 
security and are easily able to scale 
up to gun purse security just as 
men are able to scale up for their 
on-body carry.

To those who say, “Drawing 
from a purse is slow” I say, “Yes, 
but that is one of the compromises 
many women are willing to make 
in order to have the advantages of 
complete concealment, one con-
sistent method, less expense than 
buying different or larger clothing 
for on-body carry. It will be with 
you every day, compatible with 
changing wardrobes, and more.” 

I have been telling women that 
anywhere that is safe enough for 
their wallet is safe enough for a 
gun, so consider getting a gun 
purse, maybe a little bigger than 
the one you have now for con-
cealed carry. The purse needs to be 

one you like to carry, and women 
are very particular about what 
they like and what they will carry.

Here is the current prob-
lem. Purses are getting smaller 
and smaller, as cell phones with 
Square, ApplePay and others make 
carrying cash obsolete. Many mil-
lennials don’t carry a purse at all, 
or carry just the smallest that will 
do. Big purses, which mean most 
“gun purses,” are going the way of 
the dodo.

Now the most precious thing 
people carry is their phone, not a 
wallet. What does this mean for 
those who also want to carry a 
gun?

Where do YOU carry your 
phone?

When I ask women that some-
times the answer is “In my hand. 
then sometimes I  put it down on 
a table or desk.” Often the answer 
is “In a pocket” (the matching 
one inadequate for a gun) or “in 
a purse” but they aren’t likely to 
want to scale it up in size.

There are jackets and vests for 
travelers that are so full of pock-
ets that no woman needs to carry 
a purse. These are often wonder-
ful for concealed carry (WITH A 
POCKET HOLSTER) as a few 
of the pockets will be bigger than 
phone size. I know, jackets and 
vests are not suitable for many 
people in many climates or at 
many jobs. 

Defensive Strategies
Continued on Page 37
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

I have come rather late to ap-
pendix carry. However, after an 
honest evaluation I find appendix 
carry is an alternative to strong 
side or crossdraw carry but pri-
marily as a choice over inside the 
waistband behind the hip holster. 
Purpose-designed appendix draw 
holsters have become available 
and many are well designed. This 

has made appendix carry more 
popular. 

Appendix carry isn’t for every-
one and every body type. But 

Appendix 
Carry 
and 

Belly Bands

for some it is the ideal carry. The 
bellyband holster is also a viable 
alternative. The cheap formless 
belly band must be avoided. But 
the good quality belly band hol-
ster from Galco is actu-
ally service grade, which 
is something of an accom-
plishment. The appendix 
and belly band types of-
fer a strong side carry but 
unlike behind the back 

carry they offer a 
draw from where 
the hands usually 
hang. The draw is 
natural. 

As an observa-
tion the criminal 
element usually carries 
their handguns appen-
dix style. The handgun is 
stuffed in the belt to one 
side of the belt buckle. I 
have yet to see a criminal 
wearing a holster. Often 
small guns were carried in 

the pocket. Very few criminals are 
armed at all times. Most grab the 
pistol from under the car seat and 
stuff it into the belt before they 
commit a crime or assault. Typi-
cally the handgun is carried at a 
severe angle and it isn’t unusual 

for a felon to drop the pistol on 
the floor before he can draw the 
piece from the belt. By keeping 
the handgun in this position the 
piece may be drawn easily and if 

discarded there is no holster to 
bear evidence the felon was armed. 
Occasionally there is a bizarre hu-
mor in the criminal that manages 
to shoot himself using appendix 
draw but this is also a warning for 
the rest of us. 

A standard IWB holster such 
as the Galco Stow and Go is well 
suited to appendix carry. These are 
versatile holsters. Then there are 

This JM Custom Kydex holster is 
fitted with an anti-roll out feature. 

These holsters from JM Custom 
Kydex are molded for the light-
weight Glock 42. The one on the 
left features an anti-roll out ex-
tension. 

Be certain to practice the draw often! Note 
natural draw with this Viper appendix rig.  
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purpose-designed holsters such as 
those offered by JM Custom Ky-

dex that are designed to offer good 
function as an appendix holster. I 
have examined a dozen or more 
holsters. I find the less rigid types 
with good molding and a sweat 
guard to protect the body from 
the sharp edges of the handgun 
work the best. 

Appendix carry is a viable con-
cept with certain advantages. 
There are also drawbacks. The 
strong side belt scabbard is the de-
fault holster that should be chosen 
when concealment allows. When 
a thinner covering garment or a 
short garment that will not cover 
the handgun and holster is worn, 
the inside the waistband holster 
should be chosen. A covering gar-

ment that covers a high riding 
belt holster is even more efficient 
with the IWB holster. Even so, 
the handle of the handgun may 
print against the garment when 
the wearer bends steeply. Many 
holster and handgun combina-
tions offer concealment in most 
circumstances but will not survive 
close scrutiny. The IWB offers the 

advantage of concealing a larger 
handgun compared to a belt hol-
ster that requires a longer drape 
from a covering garment to con-
ceal the holster. The IWB is worn 
inside of the pants and the gar-
ment need only conceal the han-
dle of the handgun. In some ways 
the appendix holster is an IWB 
worn in the front but in other 
ways it is very different. The IWB 
requires the pistol be tilted into 
the draw to allow a rapid presenta-
tion from concealed carry. The tilt 
is a forward rake. The appendix 
holster requires a rear rake, handle 
behind the muzzle to afford a fast 
draw. The standard IWB cannot 
be simply moved to the front right 
of the belt buckle. This is similar 
to moving a strong side holster to 
the crossdraw position. It simply 

Galco’s first quality belly band holster is ideal for concealed carry.

This Galco IWB is light but well 
designed and works well for ap-
pendix carry. 
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doesn’t work out. 
A drawback to appendix 

carry is that it isn’t as well 
suited to longer handguns 
as the standard IWB. Larger 
handguns may pinch the 
body when we bend just as 
a long handgun will pinch 
the seat when we sit us-
ing an IWB holster. These 
handguns are not comfort-
able to carry in the appen-
dix position. The appendix 
position may also limit bending, 
so be aware of the restrictions. 
The Glock 19 9mm carried by 
many in an appendix draw seems 
well suited to the carry, so does a 
SIG P229. It depends on the in-
dividual’s build and tolerance for 
weight. The higher the waist the 
better for appendix carry. Some 
wear a belly band type holster that 
isn’t dependent on a belt. For fe-
male shooters especially this carry 
mode offers advantages in a kind 
of modified appendix. Some wear 
the trousers higher for comfort 

and this may make for speed in 
drawing the handgun. The appen-
dix holster is best suited to hand-
guns with relatively short barrels 
and hand filling grips. This allows 
a good grip and a very fast draw. 
A concern with appendix holsters 
is roll out. This occurs when the 
holster rolls away from the body 
near the handle. This depends on 
the design of the holster and the 
belt area spread of the user. The 

IWB holster nestles into a natural 
hollow in the back. The appendix 
holster may be forced away from 
the body by the mid-body spread. 
The JM Custom Kydex holster 
features a roll out feature. This 
device maintains the holster draw 
angle. 

A pressing concern is the direc-
tion of the muzzle in appendix 
carry. No one wants an acciden-

tal discharge of any type but this 
muzzle direction is particularly 
concerning. A bullet wound to 
any part of the body is potentially 
crippling or fatal. Only a service 
type holster worn on the point 
of the hip keeps the muzzle from 
covering the body. Most concealed 
carry holsters cover the body with 
the muzzle at some point. The 
muzzle rake most profitable in ap-
pendix carry results in the muzzle 
pointing toward tender and im-
portant parts of the anatomy. 
In some cases the muzzle points 
down the leg and follows the line 
of the femoral artery. 

When drawing a great deal of 
dry fire practice should go into 
the appendix carry. Trigger disci-
pline must be observed. The fin-
ger is never in register until we 
fire, not when we think we will 
fire or may fire but when we fire. 
When deploying the appendix 
holster the drill I follow is to belt 
up the loaded gun and holster at 
the same time rather than belting 
on the holster and then the hand-
gun. This simple regimen will 
serve well and works better than 
belting on the holster and then at-
tempting to adjust the handgun. 
Appendix carry isn’t inherently 
less safe than any other and has 
advantages. But it is justified to 
take special care with the appen-
dix holster. 
W&G 

The Viper appendix hol-
ster offers excellent con-
cealment. 

Beginning the draw get the firing 
grip as you draw and be certain 
the trigger finger is outside the 
trigger guard. 

Note adjustments on Reign Tacti-
cal IWB.
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By W&G staff

 It wouldn’t be a SHOT Show 
without new handguns to show 
off, and there are a bunch of them 
this year, at least that we heard 
about before this issue of W&G 
went to press.  
 Some manufacturers embargo 
news of their new product 
introductions until almost of the 

annual trade show itself, and Sig 
Sauer is one of those companies. 
But Sig did report that the Army 
has issued the first of its new M17 
and M18 (modular Handgun 
System, also known as MHS) to 
the 101st Airborne Division 1st 
Brigade Combat Team on Nov. 28 
at Fort Campbell, Kentucky. The 
M17 full-sized pistol and the M18 
compact version are variants of 
the P320 pistol, available in 9mm 
and 40 S&W.
 Here then are some quick notes 

New Handgun Introductions
Slated for 2018 SHOT Show

on the new pistols that W&G 
editors learned about before 
SHOT.
 Browning this year 
is introducing the 
Black Label 1911-
380 Pro Stainless 
model in both 
Compact and Full 
Size configurations. 
There will be an 

accessory 
r a i l 
option. The Black 
Label has a matte 
black composite 
frame and machined 
7075 aluminum sub 
frame and slide rails. 
 It’s a looker with 
a stainless slide and 
satin silver finish on 
the barrel.
 Also from 

Browning is a new Buck Mark 
Plus Lite Flute model with a 5½-
inch steel barrel inside an alloy 
sleeve, with fluting. It 
has a matte blue finish 
except for the flutes.
 And Browning has 
another .22-caliber 
pistol, the Buck 
Mark Camper UFX 
Suppressor Ready 
model with an all matte finish 
and threaded barrel to accept 
a suppressor. It’s got a TruGlo/
marble Arms fiber optic front 
sight and Picatinny rail.
 For black powder buffs, 

Cimarron Firearms has 
announced a new replica 1851 

Navy cap-and-ball sixgun they call 
the “Percussion Peacemaker.” This 
.36-caliber revolver was a favorite 
among Old West gunslingers, 
most notably James Butler “Wild 
Bill” Hickok, who frequently 
carried a pair of Model 1851 
wheelguns. The replica is made 
by Pietta and is faithful to the 
original.
 The revolver features handsome 
laser engraving and has a 7½-

inch octagonal barrel with 
traditional bead/post front sight, 
and checkered one-piece walnut 
grip. It features a case hardened 

1st Airborne Division soldiers 
are the first unit issued M17 MHS 
pistols manufactured by Sig 
Sauer.

Engraved Cimarron 51 Navy 
percussion pistol.

New Browning Buck Mark Plus 
Lite .22 with fluted barrel.
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old silver frame with 
a standard blue finish. 
According to Cimarron, 
it is also available in a 
.44-caliber version.
 New from Inland is 
the M30-P, based on 
the popular Inland full-
size .30-caliber carbine 
platform. This one has 
a 12-inch barrel that 
is threaded at the muzzle for a 
suppressor, and it has a Gear Head 
Mod II Tail Hook arm brace at 
the other end. 
 This new pistol comes with a 
single ten-round magazine and it 
has a Sage EBR aluminum chassis 
stock.
 A second entry from Inland is 

the M30-I.M.P. (for “Improved 
Motor Patrol”) pistol in .30 
caliber with a 7 ½-inch barrel that 
is also threaded. It has M1-style 
sights, is 16 inches long overall, 
and has a special Sage aluminum 
pistol chassis with Ergo Sure Grip 
pistol grip.
 Iver Johnson has announced the 
Eagle XLC model, a long-slide 
1911 pistol with a 6-inch barrel 
in 10mm or .45 ACP. The pistol 
wears a satin chrome finish and 

has a 1045 steel frame and slide 
with a 4140 steel barrel. There are 
lots of features handgunners like, 
including a fully-adjustable white 
dot rear sight and dovetail front 
sight, beavertail grip safety with 
memory cut, lowered and flared 
ejection port, skeleton hammer 
and three-hole trigger, front and 

rear angled cocking 
serrations, beveled 
magwell and dual 
texture walnut grip 
panels.
 It has an 8-round 
magazine and 
weighs 44 ounces 
unloaded—not a 
lightweight handgun.
 Ruger is launching 

a compact, all-
stainless steel Ruger 
SP101® chambered 
in the powerful .327 
Federal Magnum, 
which approximates 
the performance of 
.357 Magnum but 
allows an increase in 
capacity to six rounds 
in the cylinder. This 
model features a 3” 
barrel, fixed sights and a cushioned 
rubber grip with engraved wood 
grip panels.

   They are also introducing 
a seven-round version of 
the popular GP100®, 
chambered in .357 
Magnum. These new 
model offerings are 
available in three popular 
barrel lengths - 2.50”, 
4.20”, and 6” and feature 
one-piece rubber grips 
with hardwood inserts, 

adjustable rear sights and fiber 
optic front sights.
 And Ruger is offering four 
new LCRx® configurations 
of the popular compact pistols 
chambered in 9mm Luger, .327 
Federal Magnum, .22 Magnum 
as well as a 3” barrel version in 
.22 Magnum. All of these new 
additions to the LCRx® family 
feature an external hammer for 
single-action use and a Hogue® 
Tamer™ grip.
 Late in 2017, Springfield Armory 
announced the .45 ACP version 
of the XD-E semi-auto pistol. 
Like the 9mm version, this one 
has a polymer frame, dual recoil 
spring with full length guide rod, 
exposed hammer, ambidextrous 
manual safety/decocker, 3.3-inch 

hammer-forged barrel and fiber 
optic front sight. 

Iver Johnson 10mm Eagle.

Ruger Light Compact Revolver 
chambered for the .327 Federal 
Magnum.

Springfield-Armory’s new XD-E 
polymer framed .45 ACP.
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 Weighing 23 ounces, it 
comes with six- and seven-
round magazines.
 Taurus will be 
spotlighting the new 
1911 Commander and 
Officer model pistols, the 
Raging Hunter revolver 
and two other wheelguns, 
the Model 692 in .357 
Magnum and the Model 
856, a .38 Special snubby.
 The two new 1911 
clones will work well for 
armed citizens. Chambered in 
.45 ACP, the Commander model 
has a 4.2-inch barrel, front and 
rear cocking serrations, carbon 
steel construction, Novak drift-
adjustable sights, beavertail grip 
safety with bump and matte 
finish.

 The Commander sized gun 
has an 8-round magazine and the 
Officer’s version has a six-round 
magazine.
 The Raging Hunter is a 
mammoth sixgun chambered for 
the .44 Magnum, with a rail on 
top of the heavy barrel for a scope 

or some other sight, soft 
rubber grip, adjustable 
rear sight and blade 
front sight. The barrel is 
ported.
   The Model 692 has 
an unfluted cylinder 
with seven chambers, a 
stainless or blue finish, 
Ribber grip, ported 
barrel available in either 
3- or 6 ½-inch lengths, 
adjustable rear sight and 
ramp front sight and 

most important of all, it comes 
with a second cylinder for 9mm 
ammunition.
 For concealed carry, the Model 
856 in .38 Special has an exposed 
hammer, six-round capacity, blue 
or stainless finish, soft rubber 
grips, and is +P capable. 

W&G

Taurus .38 snubby in satin black 
with cushioned grips.



18   Women&Guns

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Handguns are the weapon of 
opportunity. Not as powerful as 
a long gun, they are portable and 
may be carried with us at all times. 

The handgun demands plenty of 
practice to master. 

The rub is that handguns kick 
a lot in some calibers and in 
lightweight handguns. Until 
the laws of physics are changed 
this is a reality. It is also a re-
ality that the more powerful 
cartridges have greater wound 
potential and are more likely to 
stop a felonious assault with a 
minimum of well-placed shots. 

Some of the more popular 
defensive handguns, including 
the snub nose .38 and the com-
pact 9mm, have more recoil than 
some are willing to master. Oth-
ers such as the .357 Magnum are 
a bear to fire in lightweight hand-
guns. Load selection is critical. A 

heavy bullet load at +P pressure 
isn’t a good choice for a light-
weight handgun. Rather a func-
tional load with decent ballistics 
is best. The single most important 

component of stopping power is 
shot placement. The single most 
important cornerstone of combat 
ability is to be able to control the 

handgun. There are calibers I do 
not enjoy firing. I have been at 
this a long time and I avoid the 

heavy kickers except when neces-
sary. I make a smart choice and 
shoot straight.  

The means of achieving low 
recoil varies. Some loads use the 

same projectile but a smaller pow-
der charge. Others achieve high 
velocity by using a lighter bullet 
that generates lower felt recoil. A 

high velocity service load often 
uses a bonded core bullet to 
achieve penetration. A fast ex-
panding bullet is fine for per-
sonal defense and doesn’t have 
to be driven as fast. Hornady 
achieves good results with their 
Lite loads by reducing bullet 
weight but maintaining good 
velocity. The .38 Special and 
9mm Luger Lite loads are re-
liable, accurate and offer good 

expansion. These low recoil loads 
do not offer the balance of expan-
sion and penetration of +P loads 
designed for service use. Their 
range of penetration is adequate 

Low Recoil 
Handgun Loads

Despite the light bullet weight Hornady Lite bullets exhibit good pen-
etration. 

By reducing bullet weight, Hor-
nady has managed to produce a 
load with modest recoil.

This is an expanded Hornady 
Critical Defense Lite bullet.

Women&Guns
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but they may not be effective 
against vehicle glass and light cov-
er. Against lightly clad threats they 
will deliver superior wound ballis-
tics. Other makers such as Black 
Hills Ammunition achieve good 
results in a different manner. Be 
certain of your needs and consider 
the likely threat. 

9mm Luger
The Hornady Lite uses a 

100-grain bullet with a pink tip. It 
is a Critical Defense bullet loaded 
to over 1,000 fps and especially de-
signed to expand at modest veloc-
ity. I have gauged performance in 
my Honor Defense Honor Guard 
handgun and find it good. A load 
that I am enthusiastic concern-
ing might be considered for full 
size handguns. The Black Hills 

Ammunition 
1 1 5 - g r a i n 
EXP or Extra 
Power load is 
loaded as fast 
as possible 
without get-
ting into +P 
territory. The 

115-grain EXP 
clocks 1233 fps 

from the Glock 17. 
This is faster than 
any standard pres-
sure 115-grain load I 
am aware of but just 
behind the +P loads. 
Wound ballistics are 
good without going 
to the harder kicker 
+P which may also 
produce more wear 
on the handgun. 

Another interesting 
choice is the Black 
Hills Ammunition 
125-grain Honey 
Badger. A non-ex-
panding bullet at 970 
to 1000 fps in most handguns, 
the Honey Badger relies upon a 

cutting mechanism for wound 
potential. I find it accurate and 
controllable in any handgun. Like 
the 9mm, 147-grain subsonic, 
this load may not work as well 
in handguns with heavy recoil 
springs. The load works perfect-
ly in my SIG P250 and also the 

Attention to detail and controlling your handgun is 
what matters the most. 

This was shot by instructor Brit-
tany Caton. Standard loads are 
easily controlled, accurate, and 
relieve stress. 

Black Hills Ammunition non-
expanding Honey Badger loads 
offer excellent all-around perfor-
mance without heavy recoil. 
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a great deal of muzzle blast and 
recoil. It is a daunting proposi-
tion to master the revolver with-
out extensive training. The rub is 
prolonged firing with full power 
loads is also hard on the small 
parts of the revolver. An alterna-
tive is to deploy the most powerful 
.38 Special loads, which work well 
and function in the Magnum cyl-
inder. The Hornady Critical De-
fense 110-grain load is one choice. 
Another is the Black Hills Ammu-
nition 125-grain JHP +P. 

In the .357 Magnum we have 
the Hornady Critical Defense 
125-grain load at 1380 fps from 
the four-inch barrel revolver. 
While an intensive practice pro-
gram is needed to control this 
handgun and load it isn’t as harsh 
as some of the loads that break 
1400 to 1450 fps in .357 Mag-

num. I would avoid lightweight 
aluminum frame compact Mag-
num revolvers for personal de-
fense.  

.40 S&W 
The Black Hills Ammunition 

140-grain TAC loading using the 

Honor Guard FIST. 
.357 SIG

The .357 SIG is a powerful car-
tridge. I would not consider this 
cartridge in a compact pistol. 
For a mid-size handgun such as 
the Springfield XD this is an ac-
ceptable caliber. Most loads jolt a 
125-grain bullet to 1350 fps; some 
of the 115-grain loads are at 1500 
fps. This is a difficult cartridge to 
master. A light load that also of-
fers excellent wound ballistics is 
the Hornady Critical Defense 
115-grain load. Sensibly down-
loaded, the Critical Defense sails 
over the Competition Electronics 
chronograph at 1203 fps. No hot-
ter than a warm 9mm this load of-
fers good control. As an example 
the full power .357 SIG Hornady 
147-grain XTP breaks 1200 fps- 
ideal for service use. 

.38 Special
The .38 Special is a mild car-

tridge in a four-inch barrel revolver 

with steel frame. 
Load a .38 +P 
in an aluminum 
frame two-inch 
barrel handgun 
and recoil is bru-
tal. Good grips 
are an aid, but 
snub nose .38 
geometry being 
what it is there 
is a tendency of 
the cylinder re-
lease to put a bloody notch in the 
knuckle of the thumb. Hornady 
offers the Hornady Lite 90-grain 
.38 Special low recoil low. While 
light weight sometimes means un-
der penetration, this isn’t the case 
with the Critical Defense bullet.

.357 Magnum
The .357 Magnum revolver has 

a well-earned reputation as the 
most effective handgun caliber 
ever deployed. The Magnum is a 
great stopper but it also exhibits 

Different size and weight handguns will behave differently with the 
same load. The aluminum frame .38, top, offers harsh recoil with many 
loads. The steel frame .38, center, is heavier and easier to control. The 
four inch barrel steel frame revolver, bottom, is the easiest of all to fire 
and use with the same .38 Special ammunition.  

Smith & Wesson’s Model 69 Com-
bat Magnum .44 Magnum serves a 
purpose but it is a bear to control 
with Magnum loads. The shorter 
.44 Special cartridge works just 
fine and makes for an excellent 
home defense cartridge. 
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Barnes all copper hollowpoint 
seems to be the best combination 
of low recoil and effect among 
what is usually a hard kicking set 
of loads for the .40 S&W. 

.44 Special
Modest operating pressures for 

the .44 Special and the presence 
of the lightweight Charter Arms 
Bulldog means that the ammuni-
tion companies must load this car-
tridge light. Hornady 165-grain 
Critical Defense loading offers 
good expansion and lower recoil 
as a result of a lighter weight bul-
let. At over 900 fps this load of-
fers good expansion. A full weight 
load is the SIG Sauer 240-grain 
JHP at about 750 fps. This load is 
mild and controllable and suitable 
for use in the lightweight five-shot 

.44 Special revolvers. 
These loads offer less 
recoil in a steel frame 
.44 Special revolver 
than most .38 Special 
+P loads in the .38 re-
volver by comparison. 
Those needing more 
power should look 
to the .44 Magnum. 
The .44 Special is a 

mild shooting big bore cartridge 
with good properties for personal 
defense. 

.44 Magnum
Recently a student showed up 

with two inherited revolvers. One 
was a four-inch barrel .38 and the 
other a 1970s Model 29 .44 Mag-
num with a four-inch barrel. She 
was leery of firing the .44 Mag-
num. I supplied a box of 210-grain 
Black Hills Ammunition “cowboy 
loads” and we tried out the Model 
29. It recoiled less than the .38 
Special and was more comfort-
able, accurate, and easier to use 
well with these 750 fps loads. The 
.44 Special loads mentioned are 
ideal for personal defense use with 
this powerful hunting handgun. 
The heavy barrel really dampens 
recoil. 

.45 ACP
In the .45 ACP a certain bal-

ance must be maintained to en-
sure that the firearm functions. 
A self-loading handgun requires 
a certain amount of recoil force. 
+P loads are not needed in the 
.45 ACP. Even a lightweight hol-
low point may exhibit a good bal-
ance of penetration and expansion 
with the .45 ACP. The Hornady 
Critical Defense 185-grain load, 
the Hornady 185-grain XTP 
or the Black Hills Ammunition 
185-grain JHP are all good choic-
es with good wound ballistics. 

The .44 Special Critical Defense 
is a reasonable load for .44 Spe-
cial and .44 Magnum revolvers. 

The .45 Colt offers excellent 
wound ballistics.

The Hornady XTP is a good 
choice in .44 Special. 

.45 Colt
Among my favorite calibers is 

the .45 Colt. I prefer the .45 Colt 
to the .44 Special and even the 
.44 Magnum revolver cartridges. 
Even the cowboy action loads, 

which are loaded light for good 
control and for economy, are fine 
for home defense. A 250-grain .45 
caliber bullet at 750 fps is a huge 
chunk of lead for a handgun bul-
let. The Black Hills Ammunition 
cowboy load is easily controlled 
and accurate. If you are familiar 
with the handling of your cowboy 
action revolver there is no reason 
you cannot count on it for home 
defense. An expanding bullet load 
that outstrips the .44 Special in 
wound ballistics is available from 
Hornady. When I use the .45 Colt 
for home defense, the Hornady 
185-grain Critical Defense is a 
first choice. This load offers im-
pressive wound ballistics and ex-
cellent accuracy. 

These loads allow the use of 
handguns that may have seemed 
too painful or hard kicking to fire 
with good control. Yet, they offer 
good wound ballistics and pre-
dicted effect. Make a wise choice 
and concentrate on accuracy and 
control. 

W&G
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By WG Staff

 Get ready to rock because there 
are lots of new rifles coming in 
2018, and they’re not all black, 
not all semi-auto and some of 
them even have wooden stocks!

 Seriously, with some of the 
political pressure off modern 
sporting rifles, shooters are once 
again expanding their horizons 
and manufacturers are responding.
 New from Browning are the 
X-Bolt Pro and X-Bolt Pro Long 

Range models. Both feature an 
exclusive Generation 2 carbon 
fiber stock with palm swell and the 
receivers and barrels are stainless 
steel with Cerakote Burnt Bronze 
finish. They have spiral fluting on 
the bolt body and bolt handle, 
and the barrels are fluted and 
free floating. They feature target 
crowns and a threaded muzzle 

An Early Look at the New
Rifles Announced for 2018

brake protector on a 26-inch 
barrel.
 They are offered in the following 
chamberings: 6mm Creedmoor, 
6.5 Creedmoor, .308 Win., .300 
WSM, 26 Nosler, .270 Win., 
.30-06 Springfield, 7mm Rem. 

Mag., 28 Nosler, .300 Win. Mag. 
calibers.
 Browning is also unveiling 
the X-Bolt Hell’s Canyon Speed 
Long Range McMillan rifle with a 
McMillan Game Scout stock that 
has integrated aluminum pillars. 

The fluted, free-floating barrel is 
26 inches long, and is also finished 
in Burnt Bronze Cerakote, along 
with the receiver. This one is 
offered in 6mm Creedmoor, 
6.5 Creedmoor, .300 WSM, 26 
Nosler, 7mm Rem. Mag., 28 
Nosler and .300 Win. Mag.
 The X-Bolt Micro Composite 
is designed for younger or smaller 

shooters with a black composite 
stock and 13-inch length of 
pull. The receiver and barrel are 
finished in matte blue, and the 
barrel is 20 inches. This one comes 
in .243 Win., 6mm Creedmoor, 
6.5 Creedmoor, 7mm-08 Rem. 

and .308 Win.
 Word from Hi Point is that 
there’s a new 10mm carbine, 
the 1095TS. It’s got a blow back 
action with telescoping bolt, 17½-
inch barrel and overall length of 
32 inches. It hits the scale at 7 
pounds.
 Hi Point designed this one with 
a 10-round magazine, single-
stage trigger with 6-pound pull, 
polymer stock and protected 
metallic sights. The butt plate is 
designed to dampen recoil, and 
the receiver is finished in flat 
black, while the barrel is threaded.
 Surprise of surprises, Iver 
Johnson has a 1911A1 carbine 
for 2018 and it might be part fun 
gun and part defensive tool for the 
home.
 Chambered for the .45 ACP, this 
one has a 16¼ -inch barrel with a 
black oxide finish. It is cut with six 
lands and grooves on a 1:16-inch 
right hand twist. The gun comes 

The Cerakote Burnt Bronze finish is a feature of the new Browning X-Bolt models.

The new Inland Carbine Model 1095TS in .45 ACP
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with a detachable walnut stock, 
1911A1 military style external 
components, double diamond 
walnut grips and it weighs 4 
pounds. Iver Johnson supplies 
this gun with a single eight round 
magazine.
 IWI (Israel Weapon Industries) 
is going to unveil an IWI Tavor 7 

rifle chambered for the 7.62x51 
cartridge. This is the newest 
addition to the Tavor bullpup 
series with a fully ambidextrous 
platform. 
 The rifle can be fitted with 
17- or 20-inch barrels, and it 
has an M-LOK forend and Mil-
Std. 1913 Picatinny rail on the 
bottom. Tavor 7 is built from 
a high-strength polymer with a 
hammer forged chrome-lined free 
floating barrel. The action features 
a short stroke gas piston with four-
position gas regulator and rotating 
bolt.
 According to Mossberg, there are 
some new lightweight bolt-action 
rifles in the MVP LC series with 
a lightweight aluminum chassis, 
and three barrel lengths matched 

to three different caliber options. 
The 6.5 Creedmoor has a 20-inch 
fluted medium bull barrel while 
the model chambered in 7.62mm 
NATO has an 18½-inch fluted 
medium bull barrel. The shortest 
of the bunch is chambered in 
5.56mm NATO and has a 16¼-
inch tube. All three feature 

a Picatinny rail, six-position 
telescoping stock, MOE grip and 
they can operate with standard 
AR-type magazines.
 Mossberg offers these rifles 
with threaded barrels and thread 
protectors. The LBA trigger is 
adjustable.
 Also from Mossberg are a 
couple of MVP precision rifles, 
either with or without a scope. 
They are chambered for either 6.5 
Creedmoor or 7.62mm NATO. 
Featuring the LBA adjustable 
trigger, both models are fitted 
with Picatinny rails. Barrel length 
on the Creedmoor models is 24 
inches while on the 7.62mm it is 
20 inches.
 Proof Research has announced 
the new Switch rifle, a premium 

model designed for easy user 
modification. It can be fitted 
with one of five different free-
floating, cut-rifled carbon fiber 
barrels chambered in either 
.223 Remington, 6mm and 6.5 
Creedmoor, .260 Remington or 
.308 Winchester. Barrels can be 
swapped out quickly with hand 

tools. It is designed with a Savage-
style barrel nut
 Fitted with a carbon fiber stock, 
this bolt-action repeater has an 
adjustable TriggerTech trigger, 
20MOA Picatinny rail for optics 
and a Bighorn Arms bolt with a 
unique floating bolt head. 
 To “switch” calibers, simply 
change barrels and the bolt heads. 
Essentially this rifle covers all the 
bases from big game to varmint 
hunting. Additional steel or 
carbon fiber barrels are available 
at a discount to Switch buyers.
 Wouldn’t be a SHOT Show 
without something new from 
Winchester, and for 2018, the 

Mossberg’s new MVP LC series rifle in 7.62 NATO has a lightweight aluminum chassis.

Proof Research Switch rifle allows barrel switches for caliber and game.

2018 Rifles
Continued on Page 37
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

I do not wish to damn this little 
gun with faint praise. The North 

American Arms Pug is a tiny re-
volver that is well made of good 
material and reliable. I have never 
seen anyone have trouble with the 
revolver as regards reliability and 
it has been in service for decades. 
The problem is the same as its ap-
peal―its size. It isn’t easy to use 
well and the caliber isn’t noted for 
effectiveness, although there have 
been a number of documented 
saves. The Pug is for a last ditch 
defense or when the handgun 
must be concealed above all else. 

I am not recommending any-
one break any rules but a number 
of my close friends have been in 
this situation. A close friend and 
a wonderful caring psychiatric 

nurse went to work every day with 
a Colt .25 auto concealed. She 
practiced unbuttoning the top 
button of her blouse, drawing the 
Colt, and taking a head shot. (Be-
fore commercial bra holsters, she 
sewed her own.) She told me she 
loved the people or she couldn’t 
do her job, but she wasn’t going 
to let one of the dangerous psy-
chopaths―those that cannot be 
helped―kill her. It was her deci-
sion and it worked well for her 
until she retired. 

There are folks that simply can-
not be convinced to carry a larger 
handgun and something is better 
than nothing. Many people would 
have loved to have had a .22 Mag-

num revolver handy when at-
tacked. It is better than tooth and 
nail. The Pug makes for a good 
backup to the carry gun as well. 
It is affordable which isn’t true of 
many of the better type of defen-
sive handguns, yet I would put 
North American quality at the top 
of the heap. 

There is a tremendous demand 
for handguns that may be con-
cealed in the pocket. A small 
handgun carries the problem of 
high recoil and poor accuracy, not 

NAA Pug—A Potent Fist Full!

The NAA Pug is well made of the best material. Ounce for ounce the Pug offers good utility.
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to mention engineering obstacles. 
North American Arms has created 
a niche market all their own re-
placing the once common derrin-
gers. The five-shot .22 Magnum 
revolver is easier to use well than 
any derringer and makes much 
more sense. 

The design goal of the NAA 
mini revolver seems to be light 
weight. There are a number of 
variations, some with longer and 
shorter barrels and different grips. 
The Pug is the lightest and the 
most modern in appearance. 

I have fired .22 LR and .22 
Magnum NAA revolvers and this 
one has the best performance for 
personal defense I have yet seen. 
The Pug features a five-shot fluted 
chamber with recessed cylinders 
(for safety in case of a blown case 
head, and also to increase reliable 
operation as the cylinder rotates) 
and a 1-inch barrel. This one also 
features barrel ports. The pistol 
weighs but 6.2 ounces. It is 4.5 
inches long, and it is only 3 inches 
tall. 

You can stash this revolver just 
about anywhere and that is pretty 
important. The Pug is a single-
action design and that means the 
hammer must be cocked for ev-
ery trigger press. This is a simple 
action and the hammer is large 
enough for plenty of purchase 

for manipulation. The first chal-
lenge is loading the revolver. The 
cylinder must be removed from 
the frame for loading. There is a 
lock on the barrel underlug that is 
rotated to move forward, freeing 
the base pin. The cylinder is then 
pressed out from the frame. The 
cartridges are loaded in the cyl-
inder. Replace the cylinder in the 

frame and replace the base pin.
It is very important that you 

keep your fingers from around the 
muzzle. The hammer is down, to 
be certain, but muzzle discipline 

demands the finger be away from 
any handgun’s muzzle at all times. 
When you are firing the Pug, also 
be certain that the fingers do not 
drift toward the muzzle. Quite 
a bit of practice in handling any 
firearm is demanded before de-
ploying it for personal defense. 
Please be very careful with such a 
short handgun. 

I find practice sessions are lim-
ited to twenty cartridges or so 
due to the slow loading process. 
This isn’t a revolver that will be 
much more accurate the more you 
practice but what accuracy it has 
a trained shooter may make the 
most of. Be certain not to allow 
the hammer to rest on a loaded 
cylinder. This could result in a dis-
charge if the revolver is dropped 
or the hammer struck. The ham-
mer nose must be lowered into a 
safety notch located between the 
cylinders of the revolver. Always 
follow this program. The hammer 
is moved slightly to the rear and 
the cylinder rotated enough to 
properly line up the hammer nose 
and the safety slot. This is a safe, 
strong system.

I really like the Pug’s grip. It is 
superior, in my opinion, to any-The front sight is highly visible.

The wedge under the heavy 
lugged barrel is turned to make 
for easy disassembly.

The Pug isn’t difficult to load and make ready, but it takes time.
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Hornady’s 45-grain Critical De-
fense load exhibited 844 fps. After 
firing at 5 yards I stepped back to 
the 15 yard line. This is substan-
tial for the Pug, but I elected to 
try the shot. I aimed for center 
mass and after firing three rounds 
found only one on target, near the 
head. I reloaded and fired again, 
this time aiming for the belt buck-

le region. This time all three bul-
lets impacted in the center region 
in a group about 5 inches wide. 
Knowing what I know about 
small handguns this is impressive. 
At close range the sights are well 
regulated. Muzzle flip takes its toll 
at the longer and improbable ten 
yard range and beyond.  

The .22 Magnum cartridge 
has advantages over the .25 ACP 
in penetration and velocity. The 
NAA Pug is reliable and may be 
fired accurately enough to strike 

thing offered by NAA on other re-
volvers. The synthetic grip offers 
plenty of adhesion when firing. 
While recoil isn’t great, muzzle flip 
is, and this grip helps control the 
handgun. The grip is important in 
order to effectively keep the hand 
stabilized as you cock the hammer 

and fire the revolver. 
This Pug doesn’t have a trigger 

guard as none is needed. It will 
only fire if the hammer is cocked 
and the trigger pressed. 

 Finally, the revolver features 
some of the best sights I have seen 
on a small handgun. Small hand-
guns need good sights even more 
so than larger handguns, as the 

short sight radius invites misalign-
ment. The NAA Pug features ex-
press type sights intended for fast 
work at close range. 

I began my test fire with Fioc-
chi’s 40-grain JHP. I placed the 
target at five yards and fired five 
shots as quickly as I could manipu-
late the hammer and trigger. I put 
all five into four inches. Frankly 
I was surprised. The Pug sights 
and grip really make a difference 
in performance. The 1-inch barrel 
generated 830 fps. I have clocked 
the Fiocchi load at 1,000 fps from 
the longer barrel NAA revolvers, 
so there is a price for compactness. 

The rear sight is fast to use.

Five .22 Magnum cartridges rest 
in the Pug’s cylinder.

NAA Pug
Continued on Page 37

The NAA Pug follows in a long tradition of short and handy .22 cali-
ber single-action revolvers beginning about 1860! The .22 Magnum is 
far more powerful than the .22 Short and .22 Long cartridges these 
revolvers chambered. 
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Legally Speaking

Of Law and Baloney

By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

“If you respect the law, and 
like sausages, you should not 
watch either being made.” 
Unknown

As painful as it is to watch Con-
gress in operation, those who 
think you can wave the Constitu-
tion in front of a judge, yell “Sec-
ond Amendment,” and have some 
state law or practice automatically 
be struck down, have been even 
more disillusioned. 

Behind those black robes and 
stern faces, beat the hearts of 
people who are not much differ-
ent than anyone else. Judges have 
prejudices and political opinions. 
Some judges rise above that and 
honestly try to be fair. Some try 
to impartially apply the law as it 
was written. On the other hand, 
other judges determine how they 

want the case to come out and 
then make findings of fact and 
rulings of law designed to sup-
port the outcome they want. It 
is truly amazing how far a judge 
can twist the law or how outra-
geous their findings of “fact” can 
be. Unfortunately, there are a lot 
of anti-gun judges sitting in local 
and appellate courts. They will do 
everything in their power to avoid 
giving life to the Second Amend-
ment. 

It is important in such jurisdic-
tions to carefully pick the cases 
gunowners want to put in front 
of the various courts. It is also im-
portant to build a record in the 
lower court of facts that will cause 
a judge to want to find for the 
plaintiff on an emotional level. 
The case should appeal to some 
sense that a wrong has been done 
to the plaintiff. The, “I’ve got a 
right,” argument, without more, 
is tenuous. However, even judges 
who are prejudiced against guns 
have pet issues they want to sup-
port and often have a sense of fair 
play. 

People unfamiliar with the law 
sometimes think that they can 
handle a case at the trial level. If 
they lose, they think, they will 
then hire a lawyer to appeal. That 
does not work. You may only ap-
peal mistakes of law made by the 
judge. The facts of the case are de-
termined at the lowest trial level. 
Once they are established, it is al-
most impossible to change them. 
If evidence is not put in properly, 
if a record of the case is not kept 
at the trial level, then there may 
be nothing to appeal and no ba-

sis upon which a higher court can 
find in your favor even if it wants 
to. One almost universal emotion 
that judges share, however, is in-
dignation over having their orders 
ignored or circumvented. 

In July of 2017 The United State 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia handed gun owners 
a very favorable ruling in a case 
named Wrenn v. District of Co-
lumbia. In October of 2017, the 
City announced that it would not 
seek further review of the case in 
the United States Supreme Court. 
The City’s lawyers said that they 
did not want to “risk” an unfa-
vorable opinion from the United 
States Supreme Court. If the Su-
preme Court upheld the Appeals 
Court’s ruling that Washington, 
DC’s gun laws were unconstitu-
tional, it would make good law for 
gunowners across the nation. 

Under the federal court system, 
there are 13 federal courts of ap-
peal (called circuits), each with a 
separate jurisdiction. Within its 
own jurisdiction, a ruling of a fed-
eral court of appeals creates law 
for that jurisdiction, but only for 
that jurisdiction. Although one 
Circuit Court of Appeal will often 
look at what other Circuits have 
done, they are not bound by those 
other opinions. As it stood, the 
Wrenn opinion only created law 
for the District of Columbia. If 
the Defendants, the city of Wash-
ington, appealed the opinion to 
the United States Supreme Court 
and lost, then the decision of the 
Supreme Court, and indirectly 
the DC Appeals Court, would be-
come the supreme law of the land, 
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applicable throughout the United 
States and its territories.

The city government of Wash-
ington, DC did not appeal be-
cause it thought it would lose. 

The city government of Wash-
ington has a long history of despis-
ing the thought that its citizens 
might be able to lawfully possess 
guns. Its belief, shared by much 
of the anti-gun movement, is that 
guns must be kept from honest 
citizens to “dry up the supply” of 
guns that might be available to 
criminals. In 1976, DC banned 
all handgun possession. The law 
was not aimed at the “bad guy” 
but at honest citizens. They were 
the only ones impacted and they 
were, for the most part, black. 
When the Supreme Court struck 
that law down as being unconsti-
tutional in Heller v. D.C. (Heller 
I) in 2008, the Court noted that 
crime had gone up, not down, 
after the city’s ban on lawful gun 
ownership. The DC city politi-
cians were not to be thwarted by 
something as trivial as a Supreme 
Court ruling. Their goal was to 
keep the city’s honest population 
disarmed. They passed a new ordi-
nance banning the carrying hand-
guns claiming that the Heller deci-
sion only applied to having a gun 
in one’s home. That ordinance was 
struck down in Palmer v. D.C. in 
2014. The city then passed an or-
dinance saying that a person had 
to have a special need for having a 
gun to get a license to carry one. A 
special need was defined as having 
a “good reason to fear injury to 
their person or property” or “any 
other proper reason.” The DC law 
limited what the police could con-
sider to satisfy that criteria. 

The language is very similar to 
that used in Massachusetts law. 

The Massachusetts high court 
ruled that such “special need” 
language did not burden the 2nd 
Amendment and it upheld giving 
police “broad discretion” in deter-
mining who may have a license 
to carry a handgun and who may 
not. Having a generalized fear of 
crime, the state court said, is not 
sufficient. Of note is the fact that 
the Massachusetts Court had also, 
in the past, ruled that the 2nd 
Amendment did not create an 
individual right to own a hand-
gun; that it only applied to state 
militias. After Heller, clearly ruled 
the 2nd Amendment protected an 
individual right, the Massachu-
setts Court ruled that Heller only 
applied to federal law and would 
never be applied to the states. 
They were wrong again. In 2010 
the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in 
McDonald v Chicago (2010) that 
the Second Amendment was to be 
applied against the states. Chicago 
was another city that substantially 
banned honest people from hav-
ing handguns. 

California, New York, Mary-
land, Hawaii, New Jersey and 
Connecticut, as well as Massachu-
setts, all have language similar to 
the DC ordinance. Unlike some 
of the just named states, DC ap-
parently allowed some limited 
transportation of registered hand-
guns for recreational purposes and 
permitted carrying within one’s 
home or place of business.

In support of its law, DC cited 
studies that suggested that “expan-
sive right to carry laws are associ-
ated with higher rates of crime...” 
Actions were filed in two different 
Federal District Courts in Wash-
ington challenging the require-
ment that one must have a special 
need to obtain a handgun license. 

The two courts came to two dif-
ferent conclusions. The two cases 
were appealed to the United States 
Court of Appeals for the District 
of Columbia, one of the most re-
spected courts in the country.

“Gun laws,” noted Judge 
Griffith at the beginning of the 
Court’s majority opinion, “almost 
always aim at the most compel-
ling goal―saving lives―while 
evidence of their effects is almost 
always deeply contested.” The 
Judge went on to lament the fact 
that the Supreme Court in Heller 
had not given more guidance. He 
then stated, “But listening closely 
to Heller I reveals this much at 
least; the Second Amendment 
erects some absolute barriers that 
no gun law may breach.”

The Court started its reason-
ing by discussing whether or not 
the DC ordinance burdened the 
“core” Second Amendment right 
which the Appeals Court defined 
as the right of armed self-defense. 
The fact armed self-defense might 
be more pressing in the home, the 
Court reasoned, did not mean 
that self-defense at home is the 
only right at the core of the Sec-
ond Amendment. 

That statement by the Appeals 
Court is the key to the entire ar-
gument. The right protected is 
that of armed self-defense pure 
and simple. The potential need to 
resort to armed self-defense is just 
as important outside of the home 
as it is inside. The fact the 2nd 
Amendment also uses the word 
“bear,” the Court pointed out, 
contemplates the ability to carry 
beyond one’s home. 

The arguments of the District of 
Columbia in Wrenn, twisted and 
wiggled like an earthworm but the 
Court addressed each argument. 
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All of that makes the case excel-
lent reading for those interested 
in issues surrounding the 2nd 
Amendment. 

Again the Court hit a critical is-
sue when it stated:

“At a minimum...the Second 
Amendment must enable armed 
self-defense by commonly situ-
ated citizens: those who possess 
common levels of need and pose 
only common levels of risk.”

How, an intellectually honest 
person might ask, can you call 
something a right of the people 
if most people are excluded from 
enjoying it? What type of nation 
only gives rights to the privileged? 
Would those supporting limit-
ing the ownership of guns agree 
to limit voting rights in the same 
way? Would they accept an argu-
ment that only people who have 
doctoral degrees should be able 
to vote because others might not 
vote wisely? If you substitute oth-
er rights for the 2nd Amendment, 
it becomes obvious just how lame 
the anti-gun reasoning is. 

The entire purpose of the “good 
reason” license is to keep guns away 
from as many average citizens as 
possible. This is the exact opposite 
of what having a “right” is sup-
posed to be. The Court reasoned, 
quite correctly, that by restricting 
gun licenses to people who had a 
special need, it did, in effect, ban 
the rest of the population from 
being able to get a license to carry 
a handgun for self-defense. That, 
they said, was outright ban for 
most average citizens and there-
fore violates the 2nd Amendment. 

It is hard to argue with the 
Court’s logic. Indeed, so hard 
that the anti-gun administration 
in DC decided not to appeal the 
ruling. In that short run, that 

means that Washington, DC will 
become a “shall issue” jurisdic-
tion. Of course, the City Council 
might again try to circumvent the 
Constitution.

The vast majority of states are 
now either “constitutional carry” 
(requiring no license) or “shall is-
sue” (requiring a license to issue if 
a person is not prohibited by spe-
cific standards). There has been 
no explosion of crime in those 
states. There is little credible evi-
dence that people with gun licens-
es are contributing to crime in any 
meaningful way or that accidents 
have increased in those jurisdic-
tions that have “shall issue” licens-
es or ‘Constitution carry” rules. 
If DC finally stops trying to frus-
trate its citizens’ civil rights, and 
if the good people of the capital 

are allowed to carry guns for self-
protection, it will be interesting to 
see what happens to DC’s crime 
rate. In the meantime, those of us 
who live in discretionary license 
states will remain second class 
citizens until the Supreme Court 
agrees to rule on the question of 
whether the right to have arms for 
self-defense, or indeed any part of 
the Bill of Rights, may be restrict-
ed so that only “special people” are 
authorized to exercise the “right.” 
The opponents of gun ownership 
have so lost their concept of civil 
right and legal equality that they 
promote the proposition that cer-
tain people are somehow more 
“equal” than the great mass of 
honest American Citizens. That is 
baloney.

W&G
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

From the very beginning I want-
ed to title this report Fashionista! 
After all, Amanda Suffecool has 
written the book on under fash-
ion, Your Guide to Producing a 
Concealed Carry Fashion Show, 
as well as the companion DVD 
2017 Concealed Carry Fashion 
Show. Both are available on Ama-
zon.com and autographed cop-
ies can be ordered on her website 
eyeonthetargetradio.com. 

Although they are making her 
much more widely-known, she 
did not set out to produce fash-
ion shows. She was simply there 
when someone was needed to 
get it done. The Northeast Ohio 
Chapter of A Girl and A Gun de-
cided to highlight ways to carry 
concealed at their annual meeting. 
As the planners discussed the idea, 

“What Is More Empowering 
Than Carrying a Gun?”

Amanda Suffecool of Ohio

Amanda, who is both a full-time 
manufacturing engineer and an 
inveterate volunteer, became the 
project manager.

She handled the event in the 
same way she would handle any 
job in her professional life. Her 
book is meticulous in detail of 
what needs to be done. There are 
many moving parts. 

Once she had created the blue-
print, other shows followed. The 
shows got the attention of Vice-
land TV which was doing a se-
ries on Female Empowerment 
through Fashion. “What could be 
more empowering than carrying 
a gun?” was Amanda’s reaction to 
their inquiry. In June, 2017 she 
was featured in the documentary, 
State of Undress; Packing Heat in 
Heels.

Susan LaPierre saw the docu-
mentary and proposed that the 
NRA consider having a similar 
fashion show as part of their con-
vention. Upon contacting Aman-
da, they immediately realized the 
wheel had already been invented, 
and all they needed was Mrs. Suf-
fecool at the helm. Of course she 
was willing to take on the whole 
project. 

For the 2017 GRPC several of 
us, both male and female, were in-
vited to be models. This is the hall-

mark of her plan. Ordinary people 
in ordinary clothes, concealing 
guns. The various pieces of cloth-
ing and attaching methods engen-
dered a lot of interest as we walked, 
not down a runway, but through 
the crowd. It gave those in atten-
dance a chance to see just how they 
were worn; to ask how they fit and 

how comfortable they felt.
Still, no matter how much fun 

the shows may be, despite the no-
toriety she has attained through 
her expertise in creating entertain-
ing and enlightening productions, 
this was not the path on which she 
began. Nor is this fame her main 
objective.

Amanda Suffecool exists quite 
naturally and comfortably in a 

Amanda Stuffecool is a gun own-
er willing to talk to just about any-
one!
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man’s world. She was one of only 
four women in the School of En-
gineering at Kent State. She likes 
guns, she rides a motorcycle. 
While more and more women are 
participating in these activities, 
they are still in a minority. A very 
small minority. 

Amanda knows how to get 
along, being neither subservient 
nor overly demanding. She has a 
way of receiving respect without 
overtly requesting it, but, 
rather, by deserving it.

“I choose not to take 
offense,” she explains 
her personal philosophy. 
She is used to being a 
lone woman in a field of 
men. She related a time 
when she was scheduled 
to make a presentation 
requesting 2.2 million 
dollars for the project on 
which she was working. 
As she waited in the an-
techamber, dressed in her 
business suit and high 
heels, one of the company 
executives rushed in. As 
he passed her he said, “Honey, I 
need a coffee.” Without hesita-
tion, she got him a cup of cof-
fee. He was drinking the bever-
age a few minutes later when she 
was ushered in and introduced as 
the project manager. She got the 
funding.

It is her non-combative manner 
that opens doors. She does not 
feel insulted by things that might 
bother others who are less confi-
dent. She is a completely capable 
person, and no one will change 
that self-assessment. There is no 
mission too daunting to keep her 
from volunteering or accepting 

a request to take it on. Yet, she 
does not seek attention and glory. 
What is important to her is the 
outcome. It is “not ‘look at me’; 
more, ‘look what we’ve done’.” 

It is her scientific, engineering 
mind that knows that everything 
can be understood. Everything 
can be mastered with time and ef-
fort and knowledge. Attaining the 
necessary knowledge is key to be-
ing successful in life. 

Amanda Suffecool’s mission is 
to be an interpreter and teacher.

Her interest in guns developed 
because her father owned a gun 
shop. She and her brother, Rob 
Campbell, are both NRA certified 
instructors. Rob is a gunsmith, 
Amanda is involved with many 
groups and educational ventures. 
Two nights a week they co-host 
Eye on the Target Radio, a pro-
gram about anything you can 
imagine about guns. Alternating 
with one night a guest and the 
other listener call-in, they dis-

cuss technical problems, Second 
Amendment issues, laws and con-
strictions, activism, how to have 
fun with guns. The programs are 
calm, low-key conversations.

Amanda thinks it is important 
that she is a female voice, eager to 
share, willing to answer anything. 
There is never a sense of a question 
being out of place or too basic to 
ask. She is fluent in “guy speak,” 
“girl speak,” and “tech speak,” and 

has the ability to translate 
between all three. In her 
soft, reasonable voice she 
can explain any concern, 
continuing until both she 
and the caller agree that 
they are satisfied with 
the answers. Her goal is 
to let women know that 
they are capable of un-
derstanding and safely us-
ing firearms; that they are 
capable of taking care of 
themselves.

 She considers educat-
ing people, particularly 
women, about guns, our 
constitutionally guaran-

teed rights, and self-protection her 
hobby. One might call it a calling.

In the 2016 January/February 
edition of Women & Guns, Joe 
Tartaro described her as the kind 
of gunowner who makes things 
happen. She is, indeed, a woman 
who seems able to do anything. 
Joyously. And, she spreads her en-
thusiasm.

The most important advice she 
would like to convey, Amanda’s 
“biggest thing” is: “Be curious. 
Ask questions, and keep on asking 
until you understand to your own 
satisfaction.” 

W&G

Stuffecool hosts a twice weekly 
radio program on guns with her 
brother.
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By Tanya K. Metaksa

 The opening paragraph of 
Brian Wrenn, et al., v. District of 
Columbia, et al. (No. 16-7025) 
summarizes the plight of gun 
owners and the Right-to-Carry in 
our nation’s capital.

 “These cases involve the District’s 
third major attempt in forty years 
…In 1976, the District banned all 
handgun possession. When that ban 
was struck down in Heller I, the 
Council followed it with a ban on 
carrying (2009). And when that was 
struck down in Palmer v. District 
of Columbia, (2014), the Council 
responded with the law challenged 
here, which confines carrying a 
handgun in public to those with a 
special need for self-defense.”

 DC government not only 
passed new ordinances under 
judicial pressure, but during the 
process it also stalled, delayed 
and attempted to postpone the 
inevitable—its citizens’ right to 
self-defense. Martin Luther King’s 
saying, a right delayed is a right 
denied, is an accurate description.

 Gun laws and court cases 
regarding those laws were almost 
non-existent during the first 150 
years of our countries’ existence. 
The first national gun law, the 
National Firearms Act of 1934 
(NFA), was the result of the 
rampant crime promoted by 
gangs during the prohibition 
era as well as an attempted 
assassination of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt in 1933. The 
next modification was the Gun 

Control Act of 1968 (GCA68).
 After the passage of GCA68 gun 

control laws were introduced in 
states and cities and one of those 
cities was our nation’s capital. 
Although the US Constitution 
gives the US Congress exclusive 
jurisdiction over DC, Congress 
granted DC the power in 1973 
to govern its own affairs. In 1976 
the newly established DC Council 
voted 12-1 to ban the possession 
of handguns to DC residents and 
long guns in homes had to be 
disassembled. 

 It wasn’t until 27 years later, 
in 2003, that six DC residents, 
several of whom were gay, 
challenged the city’s handgun ban 
in Parker v. District of Columbia. 
A year later Judge Sullivan, a 
Clinton appointee, ruled against 
the plaintiffs. The plaintiffs’ 
attorney, Alan Gura, appealed 
Sullivan’s decision to the US Court 
of Appeals, District of Columbia 
Circuit (CA-DC). On March 9, 
2007, the Court of Appeals threw 
out Judge Sullivan’s decision 
finding that banning guns in the 
home was unconstitutional. Dick 
Heller, the only plaintiff to have 
been denied a handgun permit, 
got legal standing and the lawsuit 
became Heller v. District of 
Columbia. The city appealed to 
the Supreme Court (SCOTUS) 
and on June 26, 2008, the first DC 
ban on handguns was abolished.

 The DC government led by 
progressive Democrats, and guided 
by anti-self-defense sympathies, 
was not about to relinquish the 

status quo. Immediately after the 
Heller decision, they passed new 
gun ordinances that required 
registration, background checks, 
and a prohibition on carrying 
handguns in public. This time 
aggrieved citizens filed their 
lawsuits within months: Heller, 
Jordan and McVey v. DC (Heller 
II) on July 28, 2008, and Palmer 
et al. v. DC on Aug. 6, 2009.

 In Heller II a three judge 
panel for the US Court of 
Appeals, District of Columbia 
Circuit ruled on Oct. 4, 2011, 
that the gun registration law 
violated the Second Amendment 
because it required guns be re-
registered every three years, and 
registrants passing a firearms’ 
law test. Additional violations 
included the requirement for 
limiting registration to one 
handgun per month and the gun 
must be physically registered. 
Requirements for fingerprinting, 
photographing and bans on 
assault weapons and high capacity 
magazines were maintained. 
On Feb. 29, 2012, the DC City 
Council modified their firearms 
ordinances. Eliminating the 
unconstitutional parts they added 
very stringent requirements for 
registration and licensing. In 2012 
Judge Urbina retired and the case 
was reassigned to Judge Boasberg. 

 For clarity the phase of the 
Heller, Jordan and McVey 
lawsuit with Boasberg presiding 
was called Heller III. On July 
31 the plaintiffs filed their third 
amended complaint citing the 

A right delayed is a right denied

Point of View
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many differing but identical new 
ordinances passed by the DC 
Council. During the next 18 
months the city kept stalling and 
postponing, thus pushing back 
the timetable for appeals. On 
May 15, 2014, Judge Boasberg 
dismissed the lawsuit. Four days 
later the dismissal was appealed to 
CA-DC.

 CA-DC reversed the 
requirements that a gun-owner 
register his firearm every three years, 
the firearm be brought to the police 
station for registration, and a test 
on DC firearms laws, and only one 
handgun registration per month. 
They upheld the registration 
requirements of the city.

 The Palmer case was primarily a 
Right-to-Carry case. The plaintiffs 
alleged since DC refused to allow 
legal possession of a handgun that 
could be carried in public it was 
a total ban. On July 28, 2014, 
Judge Scullin, a Senior US Judge 
who normally sat on the New 
York Circuit, ruled the ordinance 
unconstitutional. Although it is 
routine for judges when striking 
legislative actions to issue a stay 
Judge Scullin did not. It took two 
days for the DC government to 
file a request for an immediate 
administrative stay. The DC 
strategy was to keep asking for 
delays while at the same time 
passing an ordinance to allow 
handguns outside the home in a 
limited manner.

 As the DC City Council passed 
their new emergency ordinance 
which included a “good reason” 
requirement, two new lawsuits 
were introduced: Wrenn et al. v. 
DC in February 2015 and Grace 
et al. v. DC in December 2015. 
Both cases alleged that the new 
handgun licensing standard was 

“essentially unchanged from its 
previous iteration.” In March 
2016 the District Court denied 
the plaintiffs’ motion in the Wrenn 
case for a preliminary Injunction 
leading to an immediate appeal to 
DC-CA. 

 In May 2016 Judge Leon ruled 
in the Grace case, “Because the 
right to bear arms includes the 
right to carry firearms for self-
defense both in and outside the 
home, I find that the District’s 
‘good reason’ requirements likely 
places an unconstitutional burden 
on this right.” The city appealed 
to DC-CA.

 DC-CA held oral arguments on 
Wrenn and Grace in September 
2016 separately. Ten months 
later on July 25, 2017, the 
Court issued its opinion: “We 
vacate both orders and…enter 
permanent injunctions against 
enforcement of the District’s 
good-reason law.” The District’s 
appeal for a rehearing “en banc” 
was denied. On October 5, 2017, 
DC Attorney General Karl Racine 
announced that the city would 
not appeal to the Supreme Court.

 We can rest assured that the 
DC City Council will again 
try to modify their gun laws to 
make them as strict as possible. 
A Washington Post editorial of 
October 10 even suggested more 
ways of restricting gun owner 
rights. Freedom and self-defense 
are not free—let’s hope there are 
more Hellers, Graces, and Palmers 
willing to step forward and again 
challenge the status quo.

Tanya Metaksa is the former 
head of the National Rifle As-
sociation’s Institute for Legisla-
tive Action and a former board 
member of the group.
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Air Force Says
It Is Correcting
NICS reporting

 The Air Force is requiring 
higher levels of review before 
criminal cases are closed in order 
to ensure required disclosures are 
reported to the FBI’s National 
Instant Back Check database, 
Secretary Heather Wilson told 
Senate lawmakers on Dec. 6.

 The new steps come after the Air 
Force failed to report the criminal 
background of a former airman 
to federal authorities, a disclosure 
that would have prevented him 
from purchasing firearms before 
he fatally shot 26 people last 
month inside a Texas church, the 
Washington Times reported.

 Multiple levels of command 
now have to confirm that required 
disclosures have been made to the 
background check system in all 
reported incidents, Wilson said.

 She also told lawmakers it could 
take up to five months to complete 
a review of 60,000 cases in which 
service members potentially 
should have been reported to the 
federal gun background-check 
database. 

 The now deceased Texas 
gunman, Devin Kelley, was able 
to obtain multiple firearms legally 
after passing background checks 
despite a history of abusing his ex-
wife and stepson during his time 
in the Air Force. 

 Once a final report on the Kelly 
incident is completed by the Air 
Force, Ms. Wilson said a decision 
“about any accountability or 
disciplinary action” will be made. 

 “Before we pass new laws, we 
should make sure that our current 
laws are being effectively followed 
and enforced,” said Senate 
Judiciary Committee Chair 
Charles E. Grassley (R-IA). “We 
should also make sure that existing 
programs designed to ensure 
NICS reporting compliance are 
fully funded and effectively run.”

W&G
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Point of View

By Chuck Klein

Okay, you’ve secured your 
concealed carry permit, studied 
and selected a go-to gun and … 
there it sits, in your bedside drawer 
or car glovebox or sometimes…. 

Back when I was attending 
the police academy one of my 
fellow recruits asked the OIC if 
we should carry our handguns 
while off duty. His answer was 
so succinct, obvious and made 
such complete sense that not only 
have I lived it, but I’ve taught it in 
my classes and written it into my 
books and articles. The Norwood, 
Ohio police lieutenant said: 

“One either never carries a 
firearm, or one always carries, but 
one never sometimes carries.” 

In other words, if your mindset 
is that you are carrying, then you 
project a different aura than one 
who is mentally seeking a run & 
hide or a please-leave-me-alone 
attitude. It naturally forces you to 
be in condition yellow at all times 
– aware of your surroundings. This 
personal persona of confidence is 
telegraphed by your posture, and 
who you are not afraid to look at. 

When I moved to the 
downtown portion of Cincinnati, 
as a civilian and after 17 years 
of country living, I was saved by 
my projected image. On a warm 
summer evening, I decided to 
walk to my son’s home, about 8-10 
blocks away. What I didn’t realize 
was my route took me through 

To Carry or Not to Carry
a high-crime neighborhood—
one where tennis shoes hung 
from phone line wires every few 
buildings. The streets were lined 
with rowhouses that only had a 
sidewalk between them and the 
curb. I was dressed in shorts and a 
loose-fitting, button shirt covering 
a Colt .38, 2 1/2” Diamondback 
in a strongside holster. It was 
1994, years before concealed carry 
became legal in Ohio. Sensing 
this was not a good plan, I walked 
down the middle of the narrow 
street. Approaching a cluster of 
drug-seller types, dressed in butt-
crack exposing, prison-type garb, 
I looked them over—eye to eye. 
One of the gang-bangers stepped 
away from the group, smiled, 
showing a diamond studded 
tooth, and said, “What’s shakin’, 
officer.” I returned the smile while 
putting my finger to my lips in 
the classic “shhh” expression. Even 
though the hair on my neck was 
standing on end, and my back was 
now to them, I never broke stride. 
I hadn’t been an LEO for years, 
but my character said I was and 
that was enough to keep them at 
bay. Could I have had the grit and 
gumption to act as I did if I wasn’t 
carrying a gun? I don’t know as 
I always carried. My son drove 
me home later, using a different 
course.

Going about unarmed the 
natural tendency is to avoid 
confrontational situations by never 
looking directly at strangers. This 

demeanor, or an attempt to bluff 
strength and bravery, ofttimes 
is discernable by criminals with 
animal-type instincts. Not only 
do cops have that 6th sense—the 
innate ability to “read people”—
but many criminals do also. The 
only possible advantage to never 
carrying is not having to worry 
about being in a place that forbids 
possession of a lethal weapon – 
such as police stations, airports or 
schools. 

“If you believe that psychological 
tough talk will enable you to 
bluff your way out of a dangerous 
situation, you might be wrong...
dead wrong. Super-predators - 
losers with nothing to lose - can’t be 
bluffed.”

The worst situation will find 
the sometimes carrier conflicted―
not knowing what face to put 
on and of course, reaching for a 
gun when one isn’t there but is 
needed. Consider the person who 
straps on his protection, goes 
about his daily routine, comes 
home, stores his gun and then 
… a thug crashes into his home 
while the gun is upstairs and in 
the bedroom under lock and key. 
Or, he forgot to pick-up the milk 
on the way home and, with his 
young daughter holding his hand, 
slips out for a quick run to the 
local stop & rob, sans his gun. “It’s 
just a quick trip, honey—I’ll be 
right back”. At the S&R he walks 
into a robbery/mass shooting in-
progress where the robber/shooter 
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Resource 
Directory
Sources for Appendix 
Carry feature, Page 12

Viperholsters.com
Reigntactical.com
Galcogunleather.com
Jmcustomkydex.com 

Sources for NAA Pug 
feature, Page 24

North American Arms
Northamericanarms.com
Caliber: .22 Magnum
Capacity: 5
Length: 4.56”
Height:  2.81”
Width:  1.06”
Weight: 6.4 oz.
Barrel Length: 1”
Sights:  XS Tritium Dot
Action:  Single Action
Grips:  Slip-on Rubber  
  Pebbled
MSRP:  $347.00

Fiocchi
Fiocchiusa.com

Hornady Mfg.
Hornady.com

is coming after him and his child 
….  

“If you are permitted to carry a 
firearm and don’t—you’re part of 
the problem; and if you think it best 
to pass laws making it tougher for 
law-abiding citizens to own/carry 
guns—you are the problem.” 

Other than statutory restrictions, 
there is only one condition when 
you should never have your 
firearm on your body (or very 
close at hand) – when consuming 
alcoholic beverages, or drugs that 
may impair your thinking. Yes, 
even in your own castle, it is best 
to carry, not only for the actual 
protection, but because it keeps 
you mindful that this power to 
protect is right where it should be. 

“If you’re ever in a situation where 
another person is about to murder 
you, at that moment, you’d trade 
all your worldly possessions for a 
firearm. And, if that threat was to 
kill your child or your grandchild, 
you’d sell your soul for a gun.” 

Summary: If you can carry, do, 
because all the rules, statutes, 
restraining orders, 911 calls, hand 
to hand combat technics, aerosol 
spray Mace, run & hide or other 
pseudo protective measures will 
never equal the effectiveness of 
a firearm when faced with an 
unwarranted and deadly criminal 
attack.

“There’s lots worse things than 
being killed by some thug—one is: 
watching a family member die at 
the hands of this thug because you 
were a fool for not carrying a gun.”

Chuck Klein is a former LEO 
an author of Guns In The 
Workplace and other firearm 
related books. He may be reached 
at his website: chuckklein.com.

W&G

Canada Anti-gunners
Implore Trudeau
On firearms Agenda
 Canadian Gun-control activists 
implored Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau on in December to not let 
the pro-gun lobby slow down his 
government’s efforts to introduce 
firearm legislation, The Hamilton 
Spectator reported.
 Serge St-Arneault, who lost 
his sister during the Ecole 
polytechnique massacre in 1989, 
asked Trudeau to keep his party’s 
campaign promise.
 “I know the gun lobby is strong 
and noisy,” he said, standing with 
eight other gun-control activists 
in Ottawa.
 “But your party...was elected 
with a majority due to, among 
other things, your promise to 
reverse the damage caused by the 
Harper government.”
 Trudeau promised firearm-
tracing regulations that would 
help police better trace guns used 
in crimes.
 Trudeau’s campaign pledge 
was not popular with the firearm 
community, which has long 
opposed the rules and “continues 
to advocate against their coming 
into force,” according to an 
internal note to Public Safety 
Minister Ralph Goodale, obtained 
by The Canadian Press last spring.
 Heidi Rathjen, co-ordinator 
of an organization comprised of 
survivors of the Polytechnique 
massacre and members of 
victims’ families, criticized the 
government’s working group on 
firearms.
 “The new committee ... has 
had only two meetings — one in 
March and one in May,” she said. 
“When the minister (Goodale) 
was asked when the gun control 
bill would be tabled, one of his 

responses was the committee was 
‘hard at work.’”
 Rathjen said the delays are 
due to the “objections of firearm 
owners.”
 Her group, called 
PolySeSouvient, has recently 
found new allies: members of 
Quebec’s Muslim community 
who are still in shock over the 
shooting deaths of six men in a 
Quebec City mosque last January.

W&G
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Reciprocity
Continued from Page 5

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor
 Conservatives and gun rights 
activists seemed to be in agreement 
following the jury verdict in the 
case against an illegal immigrant 
accused in the 2015 shooting 
death of Kate Steinle: Only in San 
Francisco could he be acquitted 
of second degree murder but 
convicted of illegal gun possession.
 Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, had 
previously been deported five 
times. But in the “sanctuary city” 
of San Francisco he was free to 
wander around, finding himself at 
Pier 14 where he allegedly found a 
handgun wrapped in a cloth. The 
gun “accidentally” discharged and 
Steinle was hit in the back by a 
bullet that allegedly ricocheted off 
the pavement.
 Steinle died in her father’s arms.
 Garcia Zarate is a convicted 
felon, and that put him squarely 
in the bull’s eye for conviction 
on the gun charge. The pistol 
involved in Steinle’s shooting 
death had been stolen only days 
before from a car belonging to 
a ranger for the federal Bureau 
of Land Management. Steinle’s 
family is suing that agency.
 The verdict brought a swift 
reaction of outrage from President 
Donald Trump, who called the 
verdict “disgraceful.” Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions blamed the 
“sanctuary city” policy in San 
Francisco for having allowed 
Garcia Zarate on the streets. 
 Possession of a firearm by a 
felon can draw up to a three-year 
sentence in the county jail under 
California statute. There’s also a 
possible fine of up to $10,000.
 The case has reignited 
controversy over the “sanctuary 
city” policy. San Francisco is one of 

Backlash over Steinle Verdict
Reignites Sanctuary City Debate

dozens of cities that have adopted 
such policies. Trump had made 
the case a campaign issue last year, 
using it to call for immigration 
reform and building a wall along 
the southern border.
 But it also serves as a text book 
example of the false promise of 
gun control. Restrictive California 
and federal gun control laws did 
not keep a gun out of Garcia 
Zarate’s hands, nor did they 
prevent Steinle’s slaying. It does 
provide a way to hand down a 
conviction on a far lesser charge 
than second degree murder.
 Garcia Zarate may not be out 
of the woods. According to a 
spokeswoman for the Department 
of Justice, that agency is now 
“considering” filing federal charges. 
 The case brought public 
attention to so-called “sanctuary 
cities” that offer safe harbor 
to illegal aliens by refusing 
to cooperate with federal 
immigration authorities. Garcia 
Zarate had recently been released 
in the San Francisco area when 
he claimed to have found the 
stolen gun wrapped in a cloth. 
He claimed the pistol discharged 
accidentally, sending a bullet 
to the pier surface, and then it 
ricocheted and hit Steinle in the 
back. She was several yards away.
 There are new demands to 
immediately cut off all federal 
funding to all “sanctuary cities” 
although federal courts have 
already ruled against such 
actions by the administration. In 
addition to San Francisco, several 
other cities around the country 
have declared themselves to be 
“sanctuaries.” Among them are 
Portland and Seattle in the Pacific 
Northwest.
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licenses. 
The discussion clearly split 

Democrats from Republicans. 
Gun rights groups applauded pas-
sage of the bill, which has 213 co-
sponsors. All but three of those 
sponsors are Republicans.

With the bill, HR38, headed 
to the Senate for consideration, 
Democrats and even one New 
York Republican—Rep. Peter 
King—lined up against expansion 
of concealed carry rights across 
state lines. As Newsday reported, 
King sided with Manhattan Dis-
trict Attorney Cyrus Vance, Nas-
sau County District Attorney 
Madeline Singas and NYPD First 
Deputy Commissioner Benja-
min Tucker in opposition. They 
argued that New York’s stringent 
gun control laws have “changed 
the culture and the awareness 
about bringing guns into New 
York City.”

That may be true for law-abid-
ing citizens ensnared by the re-
strictive state and city gun laws, 
but criminals still seem able to ob-
tain guns through illegal means in 
the Empire State. Democrats con-
tend that HR 38 will “endanger 
public safety by overriding states 
with strict gun laws,” according to 
CBS News.

But Goodlatte ripped Demo-
crats for misrepresenting the bill.

“Nothing in this bill would al-
low (a convicted criminal) to pur-
chase or possess a firearm, let alone 
carry one in a concealed fashion,” 
he said.

The main opposition to na-
tional reciprocity comes from a 
handful of states with discretion-
ary licensing systems. Anti-gun 
activists meanwhile erroneously 
claim that the measure passed by 
the House would let anyone, in-
cluding criminals carry anywhere, 
which it does not.

W&G
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Women’s clothes have notori-
ously small pockets. One woman 
said, “I wear men’s clothing and 
use the big pockets they have.” 
Wonderful for you, if men’s 
clothes fit your body.

If you have a pair of pants that 
you would like to have a pocket in 
that would be enough for a gun 
you might be able to take it to a 
tailor who can put a custom pock-
et in for you.

Let’s go back to purses. What is 
needed now?

There are starting to be small 
cell phone cases with long straps 

Defensive Strategies
Continued from Page 10

that can be worn over the shoul-
der or crossbody. They are usually 
just big enough for the phone, a 
lipstick and a driver’s license, but 
maybe some enterprising person 
will enlarge one just enough to 
have a separate compartment for 
a small gun.

Fanny packs are decidedly old 
fashioned, but there are a variety 
of things like waist packs that go 
around one’s waist or crossbody 
bags to allow one to carry a few 
things while biking, running, 
or just living. Some are stretchy, 
some attach with a clip or in other 
ways. If you find one good enough 
for a gun, please let me know. I’ve 
been searching…
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company is unveiling the XPC 
precision chassis long range bolt-
action rifle. It’s got the proven XPR 
receiver machined from chromoly 
bar stock. It has a 60-degree bolt 
throw and large locking lugs.
 According to Winchester, the 

bolt has a Nickel Teflon finish and 
the steel receiver has a Perma-Cote 
black finish. The fully machined 
alloy chassis frame has a Cerakote 
finish and it features a MagPul 
PRS Gen III fully adjustable 
buttstock and MOI-K pistol grip. 
It is available in .243 Winchester 
and 6.5 Creedmoor with a 24-
inch barrel and .308 Winchester 
with a 20-inch barrel.

 Also from Winchester is the 
Model 1873 carbine with a 
classic carbine-style forearm 
with blued barrel band and blue 
steel buttplate and saddle ring. 
Stock and forearm are walnut 
with a satin oil finish. It will be 

chambered in .357 Magnum, .44-
40 Winchester and .45 Colt with 
a 20-inch barrel. 
 Winchester is also offering a 
Model 1892 with the same features 
as the Model 1873, and it will be 
chambered in .357 Magnum, .44 
Magnum, .44-40 Winchester and 
.45 Colt.
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Winchester has introduced more rifles with classic wooden stocks 
and a new 60-degree bolt.

2018 Rifles
Continued from Page 23

man-sized targets at close range. 
Any handgun is sufficient for a 
threat, and the NAA Pug offers 
more power than a .22 Long Rifle 

or .25 ACP cartridge. The Pug 
is something that is much better 
than nothing. 

I recommend practicing quickly 
drawing the piece at close range 
and getting a head shot. Use it like 
you are giving the threat a nasal 
inhaler. That will make the most 
of the power the Pug has. Also 
practice getting shots into the tar-
get at contact range.  
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This is a shot at contact range; 
note powder burns.

NAA Pug
Continued from Page 26

The .22 Magnum isn’t the most 
powerful cartridge but features 
adequate penetration to the vi-
tals. This is an expanded .22 Mag-
num JHP.
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From the Editor
Every year at the Gun Rights 

Policy Conference (GRPC) the 
first resolution passed is the so-
called NATO Doctrine (also 
known as the Farmer Doctrine, 
after its first author, Linda Farm-
er) which states that an attack on 
one class of arms or arms owner is 
an attack on all.

This might strike some as in-
transigence—in fact, gunown-
ers are often accused of “not be-
ing reasonable,” or “never giving 
an inch,” but we have had ample 
reason to learn that standing our 
ground legislatively and political-
ly is the only thing that keeps us 
from being disarmed.

However, intransigence is not 
really the sin, nor is reasonable-
ness. Gunowners are reasonable, 
and they do compromise—but 
only very carefully.

We are, after all, not just gu-
nowners, but citizens, and we all, 
as individuals, have other con-
cerns and interests—interests that 
others might call special.

One area in which gunowners 
have been leading the charge for 
“reasonable” gun law reform is the 
move for state reciprocity.

As detailed on Page 5 of this is-
sue, the House Judiciary Commit-
tee and the full House have passed 
HR 38, the Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity bill, which contains 
provisions for fixing the National 
Instant Check System (NICS), 
the system by which background 
checks for gun purchases are done. 

The reciprocity part of the bill 
would allow legal, licensed gu-
nowners in one state to carry in 
another state without fear of run-
ning afoul of another state’s laws. 
It does not let a prohibited person 
own a gun; it simply means that if 

you are licensed in, for example, 
New York, you should be allowed 
to be armed in Texas—and vice 
versa.

Like the expansion of gun rights 
that was achieved when states be-
gan to go to the “shall issue” model 
beginning in the 1980s, naysayers 
have publicly wrung their hands 
about “blood in the streets,” as if 
a heretofore responsible citizen of 
say, Idaho, would suddenly start 
robbing liquor stores in Ohio.

We know—because there are 
thousands of examples—that le-
gal drivers obey the traffic laws 
in states other than that in which 
their license originated. Same 
with any number of other licenses 
granted in one state and honored 
in another. It’s ludicrous to believe 
that moving from one state to an-
other—in some locations, just a 
matter of miles, suddenly changes 
the law-abiding to the lawless.

I live in New York—one of the 
last of the so-called Discretion-
ary Carry states. That is, it is up 
to the licensing authority to de-
cide whether I can legally carry a 
firearm. In New York, there is not 
one licensing authority—there 
are many—each county has their 
own. “Discretion” in this instance, 
basically means the authority is 
free to grant or deny a license. 

While the discretion has 
changed over the years—make no 
mistake—they were originally in-
tended as more “discrimination” 
that “discretion”—there is no one 
set of rules that if you follow you 
are guaranteed a license.

Some of my friends and fellow 
gunowners who live in these Dis-
cretionary Carry states (a good 
portion of the East Coast and 
California) worry that because li-

censes in our state are more diffi-
cult to obtain, we would be allow-
ing “lesser” gunowners to carry in 
our states.

Nonsense!
If we truly believe in the Farmer 

Doctrine, then we should be cel-
ebrating the opportunity to put it 
into action.

As to the “Fix NICS” provi-
sion of the bill, that too has come 
under fire from some gunowners 
who feel we should do away with 
it entirely.

But we live in the real world. 
NICS—or an unknown replace-
ment—isn’t going away.

In most cases, the system works 
beautifully. When you go to buy a 
firearm, the process takes minutes.

Where there have been prob-
lems is when NICS fails because 
all the records are not available to 
the system.

We saw this happen with the 
shooting in Texas last year, in 
which a prohibited person passed 
the background check because his 
criminal record had not been en-
tered into the system.

To their credit, the Air Force ad-
mitted that they had not entered 
all the relevant data and vowed to 
do a better job.

It should be hoped that other 
agencies will follow the lead here 
and begin adding to the system to 
make it more effective.

Like the reciprocity provision, 
the NICS changes benefit all gu-
nowners.

The bill will have a tough time 
in the Senate, but gunowners 
should stand together on this one.
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The LCP® II features a short, crisp trigger pull  
with single-action feel, inner trigger safety, improved sights, 

a larger grip surface and an easy-to-rack slide with an 
improved slide stop mechanism with a last round hold-open.

Chambered in 9mm Luger and sized just 
slightly larger than the LCP®, the LC9s® is compact, 
powerful and features a short, light, crisp trigger pull 

for faster shooting and improved accuracy.

LC9S
® 

9MM LUGER

The LC380® provides 7+1 rounds of effective 
.380 Auto personal protection. Slim and lightweight for 

easy concealment, the LC380® combines reduced recoil 
with modern safety features in an easy-to-rack design. 

380 AUTO

Now available in six calibers, there is a 
lightweight, reliable and easy-to-shoot LCR® for every need – 

from personal protection to low-cost practice at the range.

LCR
® 

22 LR, 22 WMR, 
38 SPL +P, 

9MM LUGER, 
327 FED MAG, 

357 MAG,

LC380
® 

LCP
® 

II
380 AUTO

Ruger offers lightweight, compact handguns for every personal protection need.
HANDGUNS
 RUGER

®

 COMPACT 


