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News

Women&Guns®

By Joseph P. Tartaro,
SAF President

 Hundreds of metro Detroit 
women attended a free day-

long event that featured lessons 
on gun safety, 9mm pistol 
range instruction and personal 
protection.
 Almost 600 women of all ages 

Hundreds of Detroit Women
Attend Free Gun Lesson Event

and races showed up for the sixth 
annual event on May 21 at the 
five-star Top Gun Shooting Sports 
Range in Taylor, MI, sponsored by 
Legally Armed in Detroit (LAID), 

a state gun rights advocacy group. 
A turnout of such size for a 
firearms related event caught the 
attention of the Detroit Free Press, 
The Associated Press and local 

radio and television stations who 
reported on the community event.
 The gun safety and 
familiarization program was made 
possible through the combined 
efforts of over 30 professional 
firearms training instructors and 
range officers who volunteered 
their time not only for that Sunday, 
but in the advance planning and 
scheduling.

 Legally Armed founder Rick 
Ector told Women & Guns that 
while the free training event had 

Between session in the free firearms safety mega-event on May 21, many of the volunteer instructors 
posed with students at the host Top Gun Shooting Sports range in Taylor, MI, which is rated as a Five Star 
range by the National Shooting Sports Foundation. (Photos by Patrick Dunbar.)

Detroit Women’s Event
Continued on Page 34
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Opponents of National CCW
Reciprocity Step Up Opposition
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The battle of words over the 
proposed National Concealed 
Carry Reciprocity Act is getting 
more intense as anti-self-defense 
activists have been engaging in the 
kind of fear mongering for which 
they constantly criticize gun rights 
organizations.

A handful of demonstrators got 
news coverage recently in Mor-
ristown, NJ, by carrying a body 
bag along a city street. A second 
demonstration was planned for 
Wednesday, April 26 at The Green 
in Morristown, according to Mor-
ristownGreen.com. 

A New York state newspaper, 
the Albany Times-Union, edi-
torialized against the proposal, 
complaining that, “This would ef-
fectively reduce handgun control 
in America to the least common 
denominator, negating the more 
stringent rules in states like New 
York.”

And Lori Yeghiayan Friedman, 
writing at Newsworks.org, de-
clared that the proposed act “is 
wrong for Pennsylvania and the 
country.”

Gun rights advocates frequetly 
observe that criminals already 
carry concealed guns without per-
mits or licenses. They challenge 
concealed carry opponents to ex-
plain what is wrong with “leveling 
the playing field” for law-abiding 
armed citizens. 

The argument that it will lead to 
more crime was effectively nulli-
fied by a study that has been touted 
by anti-gunners lately. Headlined 

“Concealed Handgun Licensing 
and Crime in Four States,” the re-
port was done by Charles D. Phil-
lips, Obioma Nwaiwu, Szu-hsuan 
Lin, Rachel Edwards, Sara Iman-
pour, and Robert Ohsfeldt for the 
Department of Health Policy and 
Management, School of Public 
Health, Health Science Center, 
Texas A&M.

In an abstract they explained, 
“Using county-level data, we 
found that the density of gun 
dealers and other contextual vari-
ables, rather than changing crime 
rates, had a significant effect on 
increases of the rates at which 
CHLs were issued. We also found 
no significant effect of CHL in-
creases on changes in crime rates. 
This research suggests that the 
rate at which CHLs are issued 
and crime rates are independent 
of one another—crime does not 
drive CHLs; CHLs do not drive 
crime.”

Translation: More legally armed 
citizens do not bring about more 
violent crime. 

Still, anti-gunners’ opposition 
to recognizing the rights of citi-
zens crossing state lines is getting 
media coverage. But there is a 
question nobody seems interested 
in asking:

 If a state-issued driver’s license 
– which covers a privilege—is rec-
ognized across state borders, then 
why shouldn’t a state-issued con-
cealed carry license—which deals 
with a civil right—deserve the 
same consideration? 

In the Newsworks.com piece, 
Friedman asserts, “Concealed car-
ry reciprocity is dangerous.” Here’s 

how she supports that claim:
“Federal concealed carry reci-

procity forces states to reciprocate 
other states’ concealed carry per-
mit laws—no matter how lax or 
ineffective,” says Friedman. “Its 
effect will be to make the least 
restrictive state’s concealed car-
ry permit criteria the law of the 
land.”

Today, some 15 million people 
are licensed to carry, according 
to some estimates, and in over a 
dozen states a person no longer 
needs a license or permit to carry 
concealed. 

None of this has resulted in a 
bloodbath, and the FBI Uniform 
Crime Report data shows an over-
all decline in violent crime in re-
cent years as gun ownership in 
general, and concealed carry in 
particular, have both increased. 

W&G

VA Governor Vetoes
CCW Sharing Info 

Virginia Gov. Terry McAuliffe 
has vetoed a bill that aims to pro-
hibit officials from handing over 
information about concealed 
handgun permits to certain states.

The bill vetoed by the Demo-
cratic governor would have 
barred the state from sharing in-
formation about concealed hand-
gun permits with law enforce-
ment agencies in states that don’t 
recognize a Virginia concealed 
handgun permit as valid in their 
state.

McAuliffe said in his veto mes-
sage that the bill would hamper 
law enforcement investigations 
and put officers at risk. Virginia 
State Police also opposed the bill.

W&G
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 The number of concealed carry 
permits in the United States has 
topped 15 million over the last 
year, according to data collected 
by the Crime Prevention Research 
Center (CPRC), FoxNews 
reported in May, and women and 
minorities are the fastest growing 
components of the concealed 
carry universe.
 That’s the largest one-year 
increase ever in the number of 
permits issued, according to the 
research center. In July 2016, the 
center reported that 14.5 million 
people had concealed handgun 
permits. As of May of this year, the 
number is already 15.7 million.
 John Lott, founder of the group 
and a Fox News columnist, said 
several states, including Arizona, 
Florida, Michigan and Texas, have 
seen a big jump in the number 
of gun permits issued. There are 
several reasons for the increase – 
most notably, a rise in women and 
minorities seeking to purchase 
handguns, Lott said.
 “I think you’re continuing to see 
a change in the composition of 
people who go and get permits,” 
Lott said. “Women are growing at 
a much faster rate than men.”
 Between 2012 and 2016, Lott 
told FoxNews, the growth rate for 
women was twice as much as it was 
for men. He also said minorities 
are purchasing handguns at a 
higher rate compared to previous 
years.
 Firearms instructors are 
reporting an increase in the 
number of black women learning 
how to use guns around the 
country, as noted in an earlier 
Fox News report and in W&G’s 

Women, Minorities Fastest Growing
Segments of Growing CCW Universe

own interviews with professional 
trainers. Gun instructors who 
teach self-defense courses say 
more women are looking toward 
guns to protect themselves against 
crime.
 In a May 10 statement to 
Fox News, NRA spokeswoman 
Catherine Mortensen said women 
are the fastest growing segment of 
firearms buyers in the country.
 Mortensen said. “Increasingly, 
women today don’t want to 
rely on a spouse or neighbor for 
protection. They want to be able 
to protect themselves and their 
families.” The Crime Prevention 
Research Center – a nonprofit, 
gun advocacy research group – 
releases an annual report each July 
documenting firearm statistics by 
citing numbers provided by state 
agencies.
 The center’s official report for 
2017 is due in July but Lott said 
data already collected shows a 
significant increase in permits in a 
number of states.
 Arizona had 272,622 such 
permits in 2016 and 315,107 as of 
May 2017. Florida had 1,581,742 
last year compared to 1,755,580 
as of April 30.
 Lott noted other factors 
contributing to an increase in 
permits.
 “You’re seeing states making 
it easier for people to go and get 
permits,” he said.
 Even states like California and 
New York, which have among 
the toughest and most arbitrary 
requirements for permits in the 
nation, have been seeing increases 
in the rate of license applications.

W&G
 

Firearms Groups
Test California
Gun Control Laws
 The California Rifle and Pistol 
Association and the National Rifle 
Association have filed a second 
lawsuit challenging Golden State 
gun laws that restrict ammunition 
magazines, contending that the 
ban on so-called “high capacity 
magazines” is unconstitutional.
 The action, filed in federal 
district court in San Diego, comes 
in the wake of an earlier legal 
action that challenges the ban on 
sales of semi-auto sport/utility 
rifles equipped with so-called 
“bullet buttons.” That device was 
acceptable for several years, but 
the law was changed last year in 
reaction to the San Bernardino 
terrorist attack, which the Los 
Angeles Times preferred to call a 
“mass shooting.”
 Passage of Proposition 63 last 
November provided the magazine 
ban.
 However, the gun groups are 
claiming that this amounts to an 
unconstitutional taking of private 
property without compensation.
 Two recent high-profile 
shootings in California might 
help erode claims that banning 
magazines that hold more than 
ten rounds will help reduce 
violence. Another shooting in 
San Bernardino, and a separate 
incident in Fresno put the lie to 
that argument. In both cases, the 
gunmen used revolvers and were 
able to reload quickly.
 “Banning magazines over 10 
rounds is no more likely to reduce 
criminal abuse of guns than 
banning high horsepower engines 

Testing Calif. Gun Laws
Continued on Page 31
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CMP Awards 158 
$1OOO Scholarships 
To Student Athletes 
 The Civilian Marksmanship 
Program (CMP), a federally 
chartered non-profit, has awarded 
$158,000 towards outstanding 
junior marksmen through its 
CMP Scholarship Program to be 
used for the 2017-2018 term—
over $5,000 more than the 
previous year. 
 A total of 289 applications were 
received, with 158 awarded.
 The $1,000 CMP Scholarships 
are available to graduating high 
school JROTC, 4-H and other 
junior shooting club members. 
Scholarship applications are only 
accepted if they are received 
completed and if the applicant 
is a US citizen, shows good 
moral character, is a contributing 
member to society and is a scholar 
marksman. 

Of the 247 fully-completed 
applications reviewed for 
consideration, 122 were 
submitted by females and 125 
by males. In addition to the 
scholarships awarded to talented 
marksmen across the country, six 
local scholarships were awarded 
to athletes near the CMP offices 
in the Port Clinton, OH, and 
Talladega, AL—three to each 
location.
 All junior marksmen are 
encouraged to stay focused on 
their academic careers as well as 
in becoming involved with their 
communities and other positive 
extra curricular activities. 
 The Civilian Marksmanship 
Program is a federally chartered 
501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
It is dedicated to firearm safety 
and marksmanship training and to 
the promotion of marksmanship 
competition for citizens of 
the United States. For more 
information about the CMP and 
its programs, log onto thecmp.
org. 

Gun-Related NICS Checks
Stay Near Record Levels
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

A report from the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
showed that gun sales-related 
background checks for April were 
actually up slightly over April 
2016.

Fox News appeared to be the 
only news outlet reporting this. 
It noted that the raw data from 
the FBI for April shows there 
were 2,045,564 checks with the 
National Instant Check System 
(NICS), while April of last year 
saw 2,145,865 NICS Checks.

However, when the figures are 
adjusted by the NSSF, last month’s 
number was 1,111,596, up 0.04 
percent over April 2016’s figure of 
1,111,205 NICS checks for gun 
purchases. 

Fox noted that, “The group’s 
analysis strips out NICS checks 
that are conducted for gun-carry 
permits or other checks that aren’t 
related to sales.”

By no small coincidence, the 
Washington State Department of 
Licensing reported that as of May 
1, there were 580,861 active con-
cealed pistol licenses in the Ever-
green State. That’s up 2,612 above 
the figure at the end of March. 
Washington has been reporting a 
steady rise in the number of CPLs 
for more than four years. 

Washington is considered a 
“blue” state only because of Se-
attle’s far left voting pattern that 
seems to dominate all national po-
litical votes in that state. Outside 
of Seattle and the farther away one 
travels from the I-5 corridor, the 
state is actually in the “purple” 

and “red” state category. 
This amounts to bad news for 

liberal gun control proponents. 
They were having fits over the fact 
that Trump appeared at the Na-
tional Rifle Association conven-
tion in Atlanta at the end of April. 
Perhaps more important, while 
they are spreading alarm among 
their supporters that the president 
is open to approving legislation 
that expands – or one might sug-
gest “restores” – gun rights follow-
ing decades of erosion, they can’t 
seem to stir the masses.

On the weekend when tens of 
thousands of Second Amendment 
people streamed into the conven-
tion center, the gun prohibition 
lobby could pull only a couple of 
hundred people—provided one 
believes the media’s crowd size es-
timate—to protest the convention 
at a park a couple of blocks away 
from the meeting hall.

The gun prohibition lobby is 
especially fearful of national reci-
procity and passage of the nation-
al Hearing Protection Act, which 
would make suppressors (“silenc-
ers”) more available to the general 
public.

It may be no wonder why more 
people now feel the country is 
headed in the right direction than 
they did during the past adminis-
tration. Rasmussen Reports said 
recently that 38 percent of likely 
US voters think the country is on 
the right track. That was down 
9 points from January right after 
Trump took office, but up signifi-
cantly from the typical numbers 
over the past few years.

W&G
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

The AWARE folk have had a ro-
bust discussion lately about how 
to deal with a particular situation. 
What prompted the discussion 
was a case you might have heard 
of, Andrew Scott, a Florida man 
who was shot and killed by a police 
officer, Deputy Richard Sylvester.

Here in brief is how that situ-
ation unfolded. Scott had a fire-
arms license and a gun. He and 
his girlfriend were playing video 
games around 1:30 am. A pound-
ing started on the front door, a 
very loud pounding, with no-one 
outside the house saying anything. 
Scott got his gun and answered 
the door with the gun in his hand, 
pointed down. 

That pounding, however, came 
from police who were looking for 
a motorcycle connected to some-
one who had been speeding on a 
motorcycle, someone who might 
be armed, someone who might 
have been involved in a violent 
crime in another jurisdiction. 

The police didn’t have a search 
warrant, and did not need one for 
the kind of “knock and talk” they 
were having. They had gotten 
wrong or misunderstood direc-

How (Not) to Answer 
the Door with a Gun
tions to the house of the person 
they were trying to question, and 
so were at the wrong house. They 
did not have emergency lights on, 
and did not identify themselves as 
police. 

When Scott opened the door, 
there is some conflicting testimo-
ny about what happened next. He 
might or might not have point-
ed his gun at the police but all 
seemed to agree that he started to 
back up and started to try to close 
the door. The deputy saw the gun 
and interpreted the movement as 
trying to take cover behind the 
door, where he could have shot 
the deputy.

Sylvester thought he might be 
facing the criminal he was there to 
arrest, saw the gun and took it as 
a threat, and in a few seconds shot 
and killed Scott.

At no time did Sylvester identify 
himself as a police officer. Some 
news reports said he “refused to 
identify himself.” 

Some news reports said that 
Scott “opened the door with the 
gun pointed safely down.” One 
of the judges eventually involved 
said that “he was standing inside 
his own house without threaten-
ing them.” We’ll come back to 
that in a while.

After many legal battles, essen-
tially the police won. There were 
no criminal charges against the of-
ficer, and Scott’s family and girl-
friend were not allowed to pursue 
a civil case. 

I will NOT get into whether 
those legal decisions were the cor-

rect ones. What I wanted to con-
centrate on was what might have 
prevented this tragedy. In particu-
lar, is there anything Scott might 
have done differently that you 
might do to avoid becoming the 
same kind of victim?

It is too easy to say that the po-
lice alone should have prevented 
this, by identifying themselves. 
There were two opportunities to 
do this, the first when pounding 
on the door, the second when fac-
ing Scott. There are often good 
reasons that police do not want 
to announce themselves. Doing 
so while pounding could give any 
criminal folk inside plenty of time 
to flush drugs or escape out the 
back door. 

I was trained that police and 
civilians may or may not choose 
to give a command like “Police! 
Don’t move” or “Drop that gun!” 
The choice depends on the exact 
circumstances: is there enough 
time for the command to be given, 
understood and acted upon, or is 
the threat so immediate that lethal 
force is necessary at that instant? 

Police are taught that they have 
this discretion, and apparently 
Deputy Sylvester decided, based 
on Scott’s gun and his movement, 
that there was not time for him 
to identify himself or command 
Scott to drop his gun.

Let’s talk about this: How do 
you “answer the door” when you 
are armed but don’t know who is 
at the door?

Some say just never open your 
door to anyone you haven’t iden-
tified. Having a peephole in your 
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door is a fine idea, but not al-
ways possible for folks who are in 
apartments, hotels, or other places 
where the door can’t be modified.

I had a situation, years ago. I 
had just returned to my suburban 
home alone, mid-afternoon or 
early evening. There seemed to be 
some problem with the alarm sys-
tem as I deactivated it. I was about 
to call the alarm company to find 
what was going on when some-
one started pounding on my front 
door and ringing the doorbell. 
The noise was relentless while I 
got my gun and put it in the back 
waistband of my pants (not an 
ideal location, admittedly). 

By the time my gun and I got 
to the front door, the pounding 
and ringing had stopped. I looked 
carefully though the peephole, 
and saw no one, so could not ask 
who was there. Given the time of 
day and location, a home invasion 
seemed unlikely, but still possible. 
I was considering that and other 
possibilities, like neighbor kids 
thinking it might be fun to ring 
the doorbell and then run away.

I decided to open the door (in 
retrospect, perhaps not the best de-
cision). With one hand on the grip 
of my gun, I slowly and cautiously 
opened the door with my other 
hand, standing where I wouldn’t 
be harmed if someone came rush-
ing in. No one was there, but a po-
lice car was in the driveway. 

It turned out that there had 
been a slight problem with the 
security system, and, without me 
realizing it, the police had been 
notified. The police officer had 
stopped pounding and ringing to 
walk around the back of my house 
to see if there was any evidence of 
a break in there. 

When we finally saw each other, 
both my hands were visible and 
empty. My gun was still out of 
sight. We had a brief pleasant con-

versation and he left. 
There are clearly some differ-

ences between my situation and 
Scott’s. The police coming to my 
house expected a burglary or a 
false alarm. The police coming to 
Scott’s expected a violent felon. I 
had a peephole, Scott apparently 
didn’t. I tried to find out who was 
at my door, Scott apparently did 
not ask. My gun was out of sight, 
but I could have reached it quick-
ly. Scott’s gun was in his hand. 

It is really that last point that is 
most important. When police see 
someone with a gun, especially 
in their hand, they will treat that 
person differently than the way 
they treat someone who is not ob-
viously armed. That is a job im-
perative of theirs.

Another AWARE person had 
a situation where a police officer 
pounded on a hotel door late at 
night, while the hotel guest was 
sleeping. A very different situation 
from mine and from Scott’s.

If you ever have police or some-
one else pounding on your door, 
your circumstances will be differ-
ent again, and so you might choose 
a different way to respond. Day or 
night makes a huge difference, as 
does the place, and whether there 
is one person out there or more. 

Let’s talk about holding a gun 
in your hand pointed down at the 
ground. 

To many gun owners, this is say-
ing, without words, “I have a gun 
and am willing to use it to protect 
myself or my home.” “I am not 
threatening you, I just want you 
to understand that if you have 
bad intentions, you should leave 
me alone.” The judge and many 
others who looked into Scott’s 
case thought that this was a “safe” 
thing to do with a gun. Undoubt-
edly Scott did, too.

To police, it says,”GUN! This 
person has the means and oppor-

tunity to kill me in about a second 
and a half. My life is in jeopardy. I 
need to protect myself.”

Yes, you have the right to have 
a gun to protect yourself and your 
family. Yes, your state might have 
a “castle doctrine “law. But re-
member that with that gun comes 
much responsibility, including 
knowing how others might per-
ceive it. Don’t let, as one writer 
said, the “right to defend yourself 
turn into a right to die in two sec-
onds flat.” 

Standing with a gun in your 
hand pointed down is not safe, 
peaceful, or nonthreatening, espe-
cially to police. 

Being a “good guy” with a gun 
doesn’t guarantee that you won’t 
get hurt or killed. Being legally 
armed and clearly within your 
rights to defend yourself does not 
guarantee that you will prevail or 
even survive any encounter, espe-
cially with police.

What will I do differently if it 
happens? Call the police first. 

I suggest these steps:
1. Call the police and tell 

them someone, or “some-
one claiming to be the po-
lice,” is trying to break in.

2. If possible, have a peep-
hole and use it.

3. Talk through the door be-
fore opening it.

4. Have your gun in a holster 
or on your body, but not 
visible.

5. If you decide to open the 
door, step aside if possible 
to avoid being rushed by 
whoever is on the other 
side.

6. Don’t go outside with 
your gun. Homeown-
ers other than Scott have 
been shot by responding 
officers who mistook a 
good person for a bad one.

W&G
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Editor’s Note: As is so often the 
case in the Second Amendment 
Friendship, one thing—or person—
leads to another. Jim Irvine, who I 
had just seen at the NRA Annual 
Meetings in Atlanta, forwarded a 
story from the Buckeye Firearms As-
sociation (BFA) e-newsletter to my 
father, who forwarded it to me. It 
was the first-person account of a stu-
dent new to both the Buckeye Fire-
arms Association and formal gun 
training and the enthusiasm and 
appreciation for the class was pal-
pable in the written words. 

We reached out to Jim, and he set 
in motion emails between the au-
thor, Candy Petticord and fellow 

BFA member Joe Eaton who took 
the class pictures used here. 

I then corresponded with Joe 
about photos and with Candy about 
using the story in Women & Guns. 
Both were enthusiastic about doing 
so and Candy and I corresponded a 

bit about some other 
details. I was interested 
to learn what gun and 
holster she had taken to 
class and whether after 
doing so she changed 
any of her equipment. 
That information is 
presented here in ital-
ics to fill out Candy’s 
first person account 
more fully for W&G readers. Candy 
also sent along photos of her gun 
and holster. For more information 
on the Buckeye Firearms Associa-
tion, their class schedules and their 
ground-breaking FASTER program 
for schools, visit their website at 

buckeyefirearms.org. 
Irvine let us know that 
Candy had signed up 
for additional classes 
with BFA.

By Candy Petticord

Please let me begin 
by admitting that I 
attended this class 
after completing my 

concealed carry (CCW) class 
and, at this point, I had had no 
other formal firearms training. Al-
though I understood the impor-
tance of practice with my gun, I 
had primarily completed private, 
unsupervised, target practice at an 
indoor range, which also meant 
that I had had no practice draw-
ing from a holster, since that is not 

allowed at the range.
After a number of months, sta-

tionary target practice was begin-
ning to feel stale and boringly 
repetitious and I wanted to do 
something different. After read-
ing a news article about a violent 
shooting in my neighborhood, I 
realized that even with all of my 
range practice, I was extremely 
ill-equipped and completely un-
prepared to properly use my gun 
were I to become engaged in one 
of those “deadly force encounters” 
that was repeatedly mentioned 
by instructor Dan Clevenger in  
my CCW class. Dan also highly 
emphasized that concealed carry 
training did not end with the ac-
quisition of a CCW license—that 
was where the real training should 
begin and that weapon training 
and practice are lifetime, dynamic 
activities.

A Beginner Takes an Advanced 
Class and Tells the Tale

The primary instructor for Can-
dy’s class, Andrew Blubaugh 
from APEX Shooting (apexshoot-
ing.com) addresses the class. 
(Photo courtesy Joe Eaton, Buck-
eye Firearms Assn.)

Candy and Buckeye Firearms 
volunteer Jack Frontz. (Photo 
courtesy Joe Eaton, Buckeye 
Firearms Assn.)
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As I mentioned, this is the first 
formal class that I attended since 
obtaining my CCW. I’ve been 
told that I am a fairly decent shot 
and, while that is encouraging to 
hear, I know that in a real-world 
situation, very few bad guys are 
going to just stand there patient-
ly and wait for me to assume my 
stance, grip my gun correctly, ac-
quire the proper sight alignment 
and proper sight picture, exert 
steady and proper pressure on the 
trigger, and execute proper follow 
through while attempting to blow 
his brains out, and all while mak-
ing sure that I’m not hyperventi-
lating or holding my breath while 
doing said attempt of blowing out 
a bad guy’s brains. I knew that I 
needed more training, I knew that 
to be prepared for a self-defense 
situation I needed to learn how to 
move and shoot, and I knew that 
now was the time for me to take 
this next training step.

My CCW Instructor strongly 
encourages the members of his 
CCW classes to join two organi-
zations: the National Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA) and the Buckeye 
Firearms Association (BFA). I, 
being an obedient but financially-
challenged new CCW holder, im-
mediately joined the organization 
with which I was most familiar, 
the NRA, as I had never really 
heard of the BFA. However, I did 
sign up for the BFA e-newsletter, 
and boy am I glad that I did. One 
day I received a BFA e-newsletter 
which contained a schedule of 
their upcoming classes and I paid 
particular attention to the class 
entitled, “2017 Handgun Moving 
and Movers.” After reading the 
course description, I decided that 
this would be my very first train-

ing class.
Although this class 

was (very accurately) 
labeled as “NOT a 
class for beginners” 
and “not for the nov-
ice handgun student,” 
I felt that I met the 
prerequisites for the 
course, as I was very 
competent in the 
proper and safe han-
dling of my handgun and by this 
time I would definitely no longer 
consider myself a novice. Hon-
estly, my bigger concern was the 
part that said, “The class will be 
somewhat physically demanding 
with lots of time spent moving 
with a purpose, so please show up 
expecting to work hard.” I have 
no problem with working hard 
but it was the “somewhat physi-
cally demanding” part that kinda 
freaked me out a smidge. I am a 
middle aged, “fluffy” lady (think a 
short, Michelin Woman) and not 
a 20-something aerobics instruc-
tor--someone define “somewhat 
physically demanding” for the 
panicky almost 50-year old in the 
front row, please. After putting my 
fears on the back burner, I sucked 
it up and took the plunge--I began 
signing up for the class.

As I was filling out my registra-
tion, I came to a part that said that 
BFA members receive a discount 
on BFA events, which includes 
training classes. Discount? Did 
you catch that part earlier where 
I mentioned that I am financially-
challenged? Well, anytime I see the 
word “discount” for something in 
which I have an interest, I am on 
that like white on rice. However, I 
did notice this key word: member. 
Dang it! I wasn’t a BFA member. 

Oh, well, I had made up my mind 
to take this class and a discount is a 
discount so I figured I’d better see 
what was involved in becoming a 
member. I hoped that somewhere 
there would be a one-week mem-
bership for about $5. That would 
be right up my financial alley!

After searching the site for more 
information about membership, I 
found myself up to my ears in in-
formation about legislation, news 
events, educational and training 
opportunities, an “action” sec-
tion which tells about how gun 
owners can become involved in 
the ongoing fight to protect and 
defend our Second Amendment 
rights, information about “Second 
Call Defense” and, much to my 
amusement, a link to join the cov-
eted NRA. So much information 
and so many opportunities from 
an organization based right here 
in Ohio! I wouldn’t need to drive 
to Michigan or Indiana or Penn-
sylvania for top notch training (I 
read many, many, many glowing 
BFA reviews). It’s available right 
here in the Buckeye State through 
the Buckeye Firearms Association! 
While I didn’t find a $5 member-
ship option, I quickly discovered 

Candy Petticord’s Sig P320 with 
the Blackhawk! Holster she pur-
chased after the class. (Photo 
courtesy Candy Petticord.
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that just the information alone 
on the website was “worth the 
price of admission,” so I became 
a member (and yes, I received the 
$10 discount on my class!)

On to the class.
The first 25 minutes of class 

were spent with our instructors in-
troducing themselves and sharing 
their credentials and qualifications 
with the class. To say I was im-
pressed would be a serious under-
statement. I felt very honored to 
be about to be taught by such dis-
tinguished and skilled men: Mili-
tary Veterans, Law Enforcement 
Officers, SWAT Team members 
and leaders, Antiterrorism Secu-
rity Team members--I knew I was 
about to be trained by the best of 
the best and I was super excited! 
Andy then went over the safety 
precautions and protocols that 
would be observed while we are 
at the range, and he showed us all 
of the available safety equipment 
and emergency staff available in 
the unfortunate event of an acci-
dent. I was pleased and confident 
knowing that should the unthink-
able happen, the staff would be 
ready to address the situation im-
mediately and aggressively. Andy 

even explained the 
importance of accu-
rately communicat-
ing our location to 
the 911 operator so 
that our call would 
not be routed to the 
wrong agency due to 
our odd whereabouts.

The gun I used for 
class was a Sig Sauer 

P320 Compact which came with 
a holster. The Sig Sauer was recom-
mended to me by a Marine friend of 
mine named Matt who works at Pro 
Armament in Cuyahoga Falls, OH. 

Yep, I was stoked, pumped, 
and rarin’ to go, right up until 
Andy asked everyone to intro-
duce themselves and tell about the 
training that they’ve had. I don’t 
think there was a single person in 
that class who had had less than 
3 years’ experience taking training 
classes—and that was just classes. 
Most of these people had been 
shooting pistols, shotguns, and 
rifles since they were old enough 
to hold one. I think a few of them 
may have had a revolver in the 
womb…As each person intro-
duced themselves and listed their 
qualifications and trainings, I felt 
completely out of my league and 
that I was a total idiot for think-
ing I belonged with shooters of 
this caliber. What on earth was 
I thinking? I no more belonged 
here than a canary at a cat show. I 
was sitting all the way in the back 
of the class and when it was my 
turn to speak I introduced myself, 
gave my profession (I wanted to 
say former Bond Girl but I fig-
ured that wouldn’t fly…), and 
then very sheepishly announced 
that I was the official “newbie” of 
the group as my only training had 

been my CCW class.
Our class took place in a garage 

with a cement floor and after I 
made that last statement about 
my training, you could have heard 
a pin drop. Actually, you could 
have heard a #1 sewing needle 
drop and it would have sounded 
like a rifle shot. I felt so embar-
rassed and humiliated and I could 
feel that sting behind my eyes that 
you feel when you know the tears 
are coming and you’re probably 
not going to be able to stop them, 
and that’s when Andy looked me 
straight in the eyes and said, “I’m 
gonna be watching you,” and then 
he did that hand motion with two 
fingers going from his eyes to my 
direction and I didn’t know what 
to make of that. Was he going to 
be watching so he could help me 
or was he going to be watching so 
at my first screw up he could boot 
me outta there since I shouldn’t 
have been there anyway? 

There were four gentlemen after 
me left to introduce themselves 
and, as they were doing so, I had 
made the decision that I had made 
a terrible mistake coming here 
and, when the class headed to the 
range, I was going to sneak back 
to my car and get out of there as 
fast as I could.

Just as I was getting ready to col-
lect my things so I could bolt, the 
gentleman sitting next to me said, 
“Y’know, we all had to start some-
where and we’re all here to do 
the same thing--to learn, to prac-
tice, and to improve our skills. It 
doesn’t matter what you’ve done 
or haven’t done. It’s the fact that 
you’re here and you’re ready and 
willing to learn. And don’t wor-
ry—we’ll help you.” This time 
the tears did come but for a to-

Blubaugh with Jen, who is a Bio-
Medical Grad student at Ohio 
State University. (Photo courtesy 
Joe Eaton, Buckeye Firearms 
Assn.)
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tally different reason. It must have 
shown all over my face that I was 
terrified and this man was so sweet 
and so kind and he reached out to 
me, as did the rest of the class and 
the instructors throughout the en-
tire day.

I soon discovered that Andy was 
“watching me” because he needed 
to know what I could do and what 
I was not yet able to do or what I 
had not yet tried. 

Even in our large class where 
personal instruction should have 
been not an option, whenever I 
was called to complete an exercise, 
there was always someone there 
to help me: Kyle, who was such 
an amazing instructor and was so 
encouraging and so patient; Jack, 
who seemed to be able to whip 
a blue training pistol out of thin 
air at any given moment to gently 

and repeatedly show me ways to 
improve my grip; Andy, who was 
such an awesome encourager and 
instructor that he made me be-
lieve I could accomplish anything; 
Clint, who had to be the coolest 
and funniest officer I have ever 
had the pleasure to meet and who 
was a great class member/trainer, 
and Joe, who always seemed to be 
at the right place, at the right time, 
with the right words to boost my 
self-esteem and encourage me to 
keep going. The really cool thing 
was that the instructors were this 
way to everybody! You could tell 
that we were all in this together 
and everyone wanted everyone to 
succeed.

Ever since I started shooting, I 
have told my husband that gun 
people tend to be the best folks 
and that was definitely proven in 

this class. Practically every mem-
ber had something positive to say 
to me and there was no negativity 
and no show-boating because we 
were all there for the same pur-
pose--to learn and to improve our 
skills. Everyone was excited and 
impressed when goals were made, 
and encouraging and reassuring 
when attempts fell short. There 
were two awesome ladies in my 
class who could totally hold their 
own with all those men, and ini-
tially I was intimidated by them 
because they both were such good 
marksmen, but I quickly found 
out that these two ladies were as 
beautiful on the inside as they 
were on the outside, and they too 
were just absolute sweethearts to 
me and their advice helped me 
quite a bit.

Okay, done with the warm fuzz-
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ies, let’s talk about the range time. 
The course description is not ex-
aggerating when it says, “This 
class will give you the repetitions 
necessary to engrain ‘getting off 
the X,’ into your defensive mind-
set.”

If you take  this class, you will 
move, and you will move like your 
life depends on it because one day 
it may. Don’t come to this class 
tired or having partied the night 
before because these trainers will 
make you work and work HARD! 
These gentlemen know that 

someday your life may depend 
on the training received here and 
they act accordingly. This is not 
a game and this is not play time, 
and safety and adherence to the 
range rules are paramount. These 
guys don’t mess around and they 
pull no punches when it comes to 
keeping everyone safe. Exercises 
are completed by one student at a 
time so everyone’s focus is on the 
person shooting to minimize the 
potential for any accidents.

Did I mention you move in 
this class? You will shoot drawing 
from a holster (you must have a 
holster for this class) and you will 
move! You will walk and run be-

tween cones while shooting, hide 
behind barrels while engaging an 
enemy, duck behind fabricated 
walls while engaging an enemy, 
shoot at targets while walking for-
ward, shoot and drag while mov-
ing backwards, shoot two moving 
targets—one that is not nearly as 
large as it is when it is not mov-
ing and one that is far too small 
and becomes even smaller when 
it’s moving, shoot while walking 
at the same pace as another shoot-
er, and, my favorite, shoot targets 
placed in hidden doorways. By 

the time you have 
completed this class, 
you will have a rock 
solid understanding 
of the critical impor-
tance of moving “off 
the x” during a shoot-
ing situation.

If you are interested 
in taking this class 
but have had no oth-
er training other than 

your CCW class, it would be pru-
dent for you to take an honest look 
at how much time you have spent 
training and working with your 
gun before registering. Although 
everyone was extremely kind and 
helpful, no one was there to hold 
my hand or pull my trigger (okay, 
except that one time when Andy 
pulled my trigger to demonstrate 
proper trigger control). In other 
words, if you have not had any 
other classes before, you really 
need to have at least put in some 
serious range time and be confi-
dent in your proficiency with your 
weapon before taking this class. As 
the course description says, this is 
not a class for a handgun novice or 
a beginning shooter.

There’s still time to sign up for 

other BFA 2017 training events!
Since I was so green and so excited 

going into the class and didn’t read 
the class instructions very well, I 
didn’t know that I was supposed to 
have a belt and holster, so I borrowed 
a gun belt from Jack, one of the class 
trainers, and I used the holster that 
came with my Sig, which I had for-
tunately left in the  case. Although I 
really like the Sig Sauer holster, it is, 
unfortunately, the paddle type that 
hooks onto a belt or the top of pants 
and I prefer a holster with loops that 
can be used with my gun belt. With 
paddle holsters (I’ve tried a few), I 
always feel like the gun could slide 
off when I lean forward or come off 
when I go to remove my pistol. 

The holster I purchased post-class 
is a Blackhawk! Serpa Concealment 
Holster. It was recommended to me 
by my friend Jarrod, who is also a 
Marine, and who works at Top Shot 
Firearms in Ravenna, OH. I abso-
lutely love this holster because it has 
a retention adjustment screw and an 
auto lock release that prevents my 
gun from falling out or being unin-
tentionally removed from the holster. 
Also, after class I purchased a Cobra 
Tactical gun belt which is amaz-
ingly strong and was purchased on 
recommendation from Matt as well. 

I tend to weigh heavily the opin-
ions of LEOs and Military personnel 
for practically everything involved 
in my shooting because they are the 
warriors whose lives actually depend 
on the armaments and tactics that 
they carry into battle every day, both 
on the streets of Afghanistan and the 
streets of American cities. I hope I 
don’t sound too corny but my respect 
for these men and women is tremen-
dous. 

W&G

Candy Petticord, successful (and 
smiling! (Photo courtesy Joe Ea-
ton, Buckeye Firearms Assn.)



July-August 2017  17



18   Women&Guns

Women&Guns®

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

When making a handgun pur-
chase there are many factors to 
consider. Size, weight, power and 
accuracy are important consider-
ations. The intended use is espe-
cially important. 

For real utility and overall use-
fulness the handgun at the top 
of the list should be a .22 caliber 
handgun. The .22 is secondary to 
a powerful centerfire for personal 
defense, but not for practice and 

You Really Need A .22

in building marksmanship skills. 
If the .22 caliber handgun op-

erates in a similar manner to the 
centerfire defense handgun that 
is a plus, but not completely nec-
essary. Learning to control the 
handgun and fire accurately goes 
much more smoothly with the 
.22 caliber handgun. There are 
.22 caliber versions of centerfire 
handgun that are accurate and 
offer good service. The trigger ac-
tion, safety and controls are simi-
lar to the center fire handgun and 
this makes for good commonality 

in training. But as long as the re-
volver shooter uses a .22 revolver 
and the person carrying a cen-
terfire self-loader practices with a 
.22 caliber self-loader, the practice 
sessions are viable. In other words, 
the understudy need not be a dop-
pelganger.

Practice time is essential and the 
.22 caliber handguns allow prac-
tice without the presence of excess 
recoil flash and blast. You may 
concentrate on trigger press, sight 
alignment and sight picture. 

As an example a good training 

These students are training with the .22 caliber handgun.
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schedule might be 200 rounds 
a month with the .22 and 50 
rounds with the 9mm or .38 de-
fense handgun. It isn’t intended to 
take the place of practice with the 
centerfire handgun but to supple-
ment the larger calibers. 

When using the .22 you will ex-

perience failures to fire and more 
malfunctions than with the cen-
terfire, although this varies with 

different types of ammunition and 
handguns. This is simply the na-
ture of rimfire construction. The 
priming compound is applied to 
the cartridge case rim and crushed 
and ignited by the firing pin. The 
heel based bullet pressed into the 
cartridge case rather than being 
crimped in. This is why the .32, 
.38 and .44 rimfire cartridges were 
abandoned for service use so long 
ago. The centerfire primer and a 
bullet crimped into the cartridge 

case is much more reliable. 
So, the .22 isn’t ideal for per-

sonal defense based both on reli-
ability and wound potential. But 
the caliber offers excellent train-
ing and during the course of this 
training you will experience and 
clear malfunctions. You will also 
have to clean and lubricate the .22 
more often to keep it running ac-
ceptably. If the centerfire handgun 
malfunctions at any time past a 
modest break-in period then you 
need to get to the bottom of the 
malfunctions quickly. It may be 
shooter related and it may be the 
handgun. With the .22, malfunc-

tions occur occasionally and are 
simply par for the course. Don’t 
avoid the .22 for this reason. 

On the flip side I recently 
tested four .22 caliber handguns 
and fired some 1,600 rounds of 
CCI, Federal, Fiocchi and Win-
chester ammunition. There were 
no malfunctions of any type with 
these Ruger and Smith & Wesson 
handguns. This is exceptional but 
with proper maintenance not out 
of the question. 

There are conversion units in-

A good .22 caliber handgun and quality ammunition is a fine combi-
nation for training. 

This line in a training class is comprised of Browning, Ruger and Colt 
.22 caliber handguns, right to left. 

The .22 caliber handgun, bottom, 
is a good understudy for the .45, 
top. The author finds this gener-
ally a better choice than purchas-
ing a .22 caliber conversion unit. 
In some cases there are no high 
quality .22 doppelgangers avail-
able and the conversion unit is 
the best choice. 
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cluding a slide, barrel, recoil spring 
assembly and magazine that con-
vert the centerfire handgun to .22 
caliber operation. This is OK as 
far as it goes. The Sig, Kimber and 
CZ variants are excellent. 

However, I like to practice with 
the .22 and sometimes carry the 
centerfire while practicing with 
the .22. The conversions are about 
as expensive as a dedicated .22 cal-
iber handgun. Some strongly pre-
fer the conversions for commonal-
ity of grip and trigger action. I use 

both but tend to use the .22 hand-
gun more than the conversions. 

There are uses for the .22 caliber 
handgun other than personal de-
fense practice. Among these is in-
formal target shooting and small 

game hunting and pest control. 
The .22 is decisive on small game 
to perhaps fifteen pounds and has 
anchored much larger game. 

I occasionally carry a .22 when 
hiking and scouting. The Ruger 
MKIII is among the most accu-
rate and reliable of modern .22s 

and rides easily on the belt. The 
most likely threat in these areas is 
a reptile. If I have a need to use 
the .22 for foraging it is deadly on 
small game such as the plentiful 
squirrel. If injured and reduced 
to foraging I doubt larger game 
would be a consideration. Also, if 
this is part of your plan, be certain 
to have a skinning knife along and 
a means of starting a cooking fire. 

The .22 isn’t at the top of my list 
for personal defense but the Ruger 
MKIII is easy to use well and accu-
rate. Sending high velocity hollow 
point bullets into the adversary’s 
cranio-ocular region would serve. 
The Ruger MKIII standard model 
is lighter than the heavy barrel tar-
get versions and about as accurate 
in practical terms in offhand fire. 

An equally reliable and accurate 

handgun is 
the Colt Woodsman, long out of 
production but a wonderful field 
gun. The Smith & Wesson Vic-
tory .22 and the Browning Buck-
mark are also good handguns. I 
also use a Colt Ace .22 that fits 

Long range practice with the .22 pays off big dividends. 

The difference between centerfire cartridges and rimfire cartridges is 
easily seen. 

This Win-
chester 
ammunition 
image 
shows the 
main 
features 
of rimfire 
ammuni-
tion. Note 
how the 
projectile is 
pressed into 
the case 
and how 
the priming 
compound 
(green) is 
inserted 
into the rim. 
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1911 holsters nicely. The modern 
Sig 1911 22 and the Colt Govern-
ment .22 are good choices with 
acceptable accuracy potential. 

In revolvers the double-action 
swing-out cylinder .22 is a good 
understudy for the centerfire re-
volver. The two-inch barrel ver-
sions seem very popular; however, 
the four-inch barrel revolver with 

its long sight radius is 
much more accurate 
and easy to use well 
for practical shoot-
ing, especially for be-
ginners. The Ruger 
SP 101 is an excellent 
choice among dou-
ble-action revolvers.  

While .22s are great 
handguns for recre-
ational use and small 
game, if the .22 is 
a dedicated trainer 
then there are criteria 
that may be stressed. 
Treat the .22 the 
same as the centerfire 
handgun when you 
drill. Fire, recover 
from recoil, and allow 

the trigger to reset just the same as 
you do with a center fire handgun. 

It is easy to become quite smart 

and fast with the .22, and quickly. 
But that is part of the game if it is 
just a game. If practicing for per-
sonal defense with the .22 then be 
certain your practice is completely 

This is a trained shooter firing 
the centerfire handgun. Flash 
and blast are part of the deal with 
high-powered handguns. Begin-
ners are advised to fire the .22, 
and fire it often. 

viable and relevant as compared 
to the centerfire, versus practicing 
with the .22 alone. 

Grip the .22 just as tightly as 
you grip the harder-kicking 9mm 
or .38 or .45, whatever you carry. 
Naturally if the .22 is your only 
firearm these rules may not apply. 
Do not go faster with the .22 than 
you are able with the 9mm or .38 
caliber handgun you normally 
carry. 

As an example, if you are able to 
draw and fire and get a center hit 
with either in 1.5 seconds, practice 
with the .22 pays off. If you draw 
and fire at a target at 7 yards and 
stitch the target with ten rounds 
in the same time it takes to make 
four or five hits with the 9mm, you 
need to slow down with the .22. 

Make practice time with the .22 
viable. Once you reach a certain 
level of competency with the .22 

you will never equal this with the 
9mm because of recoil. Don’t be 
discouraged, be all you can be, but 
keep .22 practice relevant. 

W&G

.22 caliber handguns and ammu-
nition sometimes have malfunc-
tions no matter how high quality. 

Tactical movement with the .22 is excellent practice. 
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By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

If you are reading this excellent 
magazine, my assumption is that 
you have more and better training 
than the average gunowner. You’ve 
taken courses, thoroughly thought 
about whether to carry concealed 
or not, and the four rules of gun 
safety have become part of your 
subconscious competence.

By extension, you are probably 
an above-average driver, drive de-
fensively, and obey all the rules of 
the road.

Yet, still, accidents may happen. 
You carry automobile insurance, 
which you may have never used. 
You may have a first aid kit in 
your car, perhaps in the trunk of 
your car (I know mine is), which, 
hopefully, you’ve never had to use.

You are mild-mannered, are not 
subject to road rage, and don’t go 
to questionable areas, especially in 
off-hours.

All statistics say that gun safety 
has never been higher, and acci-
dental shootings have never been 
lower. Yet again, sometimes they 
do occur.

While extremely unlikely, there 
is a greater than 0% chance you 
could be involved in an acciden-
tal shooting, either from a buddy, 
someone else on the range, anoth-
er hunter, or, more unlikely still, 
self-inflicted (that split-second of 
inattention). There is also that 
very small chance of being shot by 
a criminal.

If such an unlikely occurrence 
does come to pass, the trunk of 
your car is far away. EMT 911 re-
sponse is even farther. While both 

Defensive Training International Trauma Kit

of these are superb options, and, 
most likely, WILL save the day, 
sometimes an instant response is 
necessary.

To that end, John Farman has 
had this Defensive Training In-
ternational (DTI)Trauma Kit de-
signed to his specifications, spe-
cifically to treat gunshot wounds. 
This compact package is con-
tained in a small M.O.L.L.E. 
pouch, because, as he notes, the 
bigger the kit is, the less likely you 
are to actually have it with you.

John Farnam, president of DTI, 

is a combat veteran (a major [re-
tired] in the US Army reserve), a 
former police officer, a renowned 
author, lecturer, and expert wit-
ness, and one of the top handgun 
instructors in the world. He has 
taught countless police, military, 
federal & state agencies and civil-
ians, both here and abroad. Far-
nam teaches a Tactical Treatment 
of Gunshot Wounds (TTGW), as 
well.

The kit has no bandaids, an-
algesics, or the like. Containing 
hemorrhage control and emer-
gency trauma equipment, its sole 

purpose is to prevent unnecessary 
deaths in these circumstances. 
Farnam states that the kit ad-
dresses the three primary causes of 
unnecessary death from gunshot 
wounds: blood loss, compromised 
airway, and tension pneumotho-
rax.

The DTI Tactical Trauma Kit 
includes:
• M.O.L.L.E. First Aid Pouch 

(black)
• two 6” Emergency Ban-

dages—aka Israeli Bandages 
(green)

• SOF Tactical Tourniquet 
(black)

• Nitrile Gloves XL (black)
• Shears
• QuikClot Combat Gauze
• two SOS Chest Seals
• 1” Cloth Surgical Tape
• Decompression chest needle
• Nasopharyngeal airway 

The Israeli Battle Dressing 
(IBD), internationally patented 
and FDA approved, has been a 
trauma staple for years. It com-
bines multiple hemorrhage de-
vices in one: primary dressing, 
pressure applicator, secondary 
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dressing, and a foolproof, built-
in way to secure the dressing in 
place. It is vacuum-sealed, sterile, 
can be used by anyone, and is easy 
to use on yourself. Direct pressure 
is the primary method to staunch 
blood-loss, and should be the first 
to employ.

If that proves inadequate, or the 
wound is in a location where a 
tourniquet is not practical & the 
IBD would not be capable of pro-
viding sufficient pressure (such as 
the abdomen), a package of Quik-
Clot Combat Gauze is provided. 
This gets packed into a wound, 
and, with the kaolin (a hemostatic 
agent impregnated into gauze), 
works to immediately initiate the 
clotting cascade on contact with 
blood—much faster and greater 
than the body’s process on its own.

In the event of extensive arte-
rial bleeding in an extremity, the 
above two methods may well not 
work or suffice. The SOF Tacti-
cal Tourniquet was chosen for its 
speed of application and ease of 
use, plus John considers it one 
of the easiest to self-administer. 
This tourniquet, and others, are 
designed to control severe arterial 
bleeding. While optimally placed 
on the upper arm or leg, posi-
tioning is situation driven—but 
doesn’t work over joints.

Both with IBD & tourniquet, 
the key is speed.

There are two other potentially 
exigent situations this kit is de-
signed to deal with—airway col-
lapse due to low blood pressure/
blood loss driven unconscious-
ness, and tension pneumothorax.

The nasopharyngeal airway is 
included to address the former. It 
is inserted straight back into one 
nostril (not up or down) and is 
designed to provide a patent air-

way past the tongue, which can 
obstruct the airway of a deeply 
unconscious victim. 

A tension pneumothorax can 
occur with a wound to the chest, 
air can get into the inter-pleural 
space (area around lung or lungs) 
and build up pressure. This po-
tentially can collapse the lung on 
that side, and eventually compress 
both the good lung and the heart. 
This can lead to a rapid deterio-
ration of the patient’s ability to 
maintain oxygenation.

The SOS Chest Seal can be ap-
plied directly on a chest wound, 
and will generally adhere in spite 
of blood and dirt. Two seals are 
provided should there be an en-
trance and exit wound. This seal 
prevents air from entering the 
chest via the wound, preventing a 
pneumothorax from becoming a 
tension pneumothorax. 

In the event that a tension pneu-
mothorax has already developed to 
a critical point, a sterile, sealed de-
compression needle is provided in 
the kit to release air trapped in the 
pleural space. The needle is inserted 
into the second intercostal space, 
between the ribs—it is then with-
drawn, leaving a small tube to con-
tinue to release trapped air. While 
this does not re-inflate the collapsed 
lung, it will allow the good lung to 
function, and the heart to circulate 
blood more normally.

According to the Committee on 
Tactical Combat Casualty Care 
(CoTCCC), the leading causes of 
preventable deaths in combat are:
• Compressible hemorrhage: 

60%
• Tension pneumothorax: 33%
• Airway obstruction and venti-

latory compromise: 6%
Now, hopefully none of us will 

be seeing combat, but these are 

interesting statistics. In any emer-
gency, you will default to the 
level of your training. If you’ve 
never applied a tourniquet or an 
Israeli Battle Dressing, I’d recom-
mend purchasing extra units and 
practicing with them. Deploying 
a decompression needle or naso-
pharyngeal airway, however, is a 
whole ‘nother ballgame.

Trying to staunch a loved-
one’s, friend’s or your own serious 
bleeding is not the best time to 
read the directions on the pack-
age (which are quite clear and 
useful, by the way).

Another option is taking DTI 
TTGW ($390)―a one day 
course developed by Doc Gunn, 
aka Anthony M. Barrera, M.D., 
and instructed by John Farnam. 
It is based on Tactical Medicine, 
but, while that is designed for 
military/police tactical entry team 
members with specialized medical 
training, this course is for non-
medical personnel. TTGW not 
only teaches identifying the three, 
major, life-threatening injuries, 
and how to treat them in the field, 
but it is also a shooting course 
about exigent circumstances.

I’ve taken other courses with 
John, and I can highly recom-
mend them. Yet another option 
would be a local first responder or 
EMT course.

Even if you feel you’ll never use 
the needle or airway, having them 
available might prove providential 
if a trained bystander is nearby. 
They’ll try to help, but won’t have 
any supplies, but you’ll have the 
Trauma Kit. While it is $187, 
that is a bargain if ever needed. It’s 
available from R&R Outfitters, 
a veteran owned company, and 
from the DTI website.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Recently I have been able 
to obtain, test and evalu-
ate the Arex Rex Zero 9mm 
handgun. The results were 
good as the pistol has prov-
en reliable with every load, 
more accurate than expect-
ed, and ergonomically pleas-
ing. 

The pistol is in some ways 
based on proven operating 
principles and the Sig P series 
handguns but in other ways 
offers a fresh pistol from a 
proven manufacturing base. 
The newest Rex Zero pistol 
and the subject of this review 

is a compact version. The newest 
handgun represents a lighter and 

shorter handgun for concealed 
carry or service use. This handgun 

will compete with other de-
signs such as the Glock 19, 
CZ P01 and the SIG P229. 
After this evaluation I can 
state that the Rex Zero com-
pact need take a back seat to 
no other handgun. 

In common with the full 
size handgun the compact 
is a double-action first shot 
high capacity pistol. The Rex 
Zero is fired with a long trig-
ger press that both cocks and 
drops the hammer, hence 
the term double action trig-
ger. After firing, the hammer 
is cocked by the recoiling 
slide for subsequent single-

Arex Zero 9mm Compact
Is Accurate and Ergonomic

The AREX Rex Zero is well made of good material. 

Combat accuracy in rapid fire 
was excellent.
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action fire. The trigger performs 
one function in single-action fire, 

it drops the hammer. When the 
hammer is cocked the hammer 
may be safely lowered by levering 
a frame-mounted decock switch 
downward. This switch or lever is 
spring loaded and springs back af-
ter decocking the hammer. 

However, the Rex Zero decock 
lever also performs a second func-
tion. The lever acts as a slide lock. 
In common self-loading pistol 
fashion the slide locks to the rear 
after the last shot in the magazine 
is fired. Reload the handgun with 

a fresh magazine and press the le-
ver down to drop the slide. I was 
first concerned with a combina-
tion decock and slide lock. In test-
ing I tried to actuate the slide lock 
with heavy pressure after drop-
ping the slide. 

I was unable to “short circuit” 
the pistol’s design. 
The slide lock when 
pressed only drops 
the magazine. Release 
pressure and the lever 
must be pressed again 
to lower the hammer. 
I like this spring-load-
ed combination lever 
a lot. It is a genuine 
improvement that re-
sults in real speed in 
manipulation. The 
finger accomplishes 
two things with one 
lever. This leads to 
better muscle mem-
ory. In the original Sig P series 
design there was a tendency of 
shooters to ride the thumb on the 

slide lock. Some shooters would 
do so and the slide would not lock 
open on the last shot resulting in 
the shooter dropping the hammer 
on an empty chamber when he 
should have been firing or reload-
ing. Some could train out of this 
problem others could not. The 
Rex Zero offers a viable alternative 
that is actually an improvement. 

The Rex Zero also offers an am-
bidextrous safety. The Rex Zero 
features a manual safety. This 
safety is a frame-mounted ambi-
dextrous lever I found positive in 
operation. This safety allows on-
safe carry with the hammer down, 
with the hammer back, and may 
be applied during tactical move-
ment. If like most shooters you 
elect to carry the Rex Zero ham-
mer down and safety off, you will 
find the safety useful during tac-
tical movement. After firing the 
first shot the hammer is cocked. 
Rather than decock during a criti-

The Rex Zero is compact and ready even with the TruGlo combat light. 
There are sixteen cartridges ready for action. 

This Wright Leather Works hol-
ster, originally molded for the 
Springfield XD, fit the Rex Zero 
well. 

When the manual safety is in the 
fire position a red dot is evident. 
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cal incident and performing tacti-
cal movement and resorting to a 
long double-action trigger press, 
you may simply place the pistol 
on safe. Personally I like a pistol 
with a safety and will carry the 
Rex Zero 9mm with the safety ap-
plied. 

The compact version features 

.4-inch off of the slide and the 
handle. The grip frame isn’t just 
chopped but subtly redesigned. 
The grips offer excellent adhesion 
with a pebble grain design. There 
are relief cuts in each grip slab that 
allow for a shorter trigger reach. 
There is a flat area behind the 
grip on the backstrap where the 

palm rests that is quite comfort-
able and allows the palm to ride 
hard against the grip-strap. The 

only real trade off with the com-
pact pistol is that the magazine 
now holds fifteen shots compared 
to seventeen with the full-sized 
handgun. Total capacity of sixteen 
cartridges is respectable! 

The double-action trigger is 
smooth but slightly heavier than 

the full size Rex Zero. The sin-
gle-action trigger breaks at 5.5 
pounds as specified. The sights are 

the same three-dot units used with 
the full size 9mm and the pistol 
features a useful rail for mounting 
combat lights. The pistol exhibits 
excellent fit and finish. 

I lubricated the pistol, loaded 
the two supplied 15-round maga-
zines with Federal American Eagle 

Accuracy testing, from a braced barricade, 15 yards
Rex Zero Compact 9mm 

Load    Velocity 5-shot group 15 yards
Federal 115-grain
American Eagle   1129 fps 2.5 in.
Federal 124-grain HST  1146 fps 1.8 in.
Hornady 115-grain XTP 1130 fps 2.25 in.
Hornady 115-grain 
Critical Defense   1138 fps 2.4 in.
Hornady American 
Gunner 124-gr. XTP +P  1167 fps 1.75 in.
Speer 124-grain 
Gold Dot   1100 fps 2.4 in.

Pebble grain grips gave good ad-
hesion. 

The rear sights are easily picked 
up for rapid use.

The Rex Zero features a takedown lever that allows easy field strip-
ping.
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the double-action only trigger of 
the polymer striker-fired guns. No 
need to debate this, you either like 
one or the other. The Rex Zero is 
a great handgun that will compete 
against CZ and Sig in the market. 
I think it comes on board with a 
fighting chance. 

W&G

115-grain FMJ loads and pro-
ceeded to fire at humanoid size 
targets at 5, 7 and 10 yards. The 
pistol has several good attributes. 
It is controllable with little felt re-
coil and a push that is straight to 
the rear. The sights are good and 
easily picked up in rapid fire. The 
sights were properly regulated 

for 115-grain loads and the six 
o’clock hold. The double-action 
trigger is stiff but smooth when 
properly addressed with a straight 
to the rear controlled press. The 
single-action trigger allows excel-
lent control in rapid fire. 

I fired fifty rounds of the Federal 
American Eagle 115-grain FMJ 
and another magazine of the Fed-
eral Syntetch training load. There 
were no failures to feed, chamber, 
fire or eject. I had fired the full-
sized handgun at 15 yards for ac-
curacy and did the same with the 
Rex Zero compact. I used a num-
ber of new loads and also a couple 
I had used in previous testing of 

the full-sized pistol. 
A compact 9mm that 
weighs almost 30 
ounces loaded doesn’t 
kick much. A few 
compact handguns 
are actually more ac-
curate in practical use 
than the service size 
pistol for many rea-
sons including hand 
fit, although in offhand the full-
sized pistol tracked better between 
targets. The Rex Zero is very close 
to the service size handgun in ac-
curacy, and equal in comfort in 
firing. For most uses, including 
personal defense and home de-
fense, the compact 9mm is ideal. 
I like the crisp single-action trig-
ger of the Rex Zero better than 

The bold front post sight allows 
rapid sight acquisition.

A lever just behind the chamber 
rises when the chamber is load-
ed allowing both visual and tac-
tile confirmation the chamber is 
loaded. 

The safety is on the on safe posi-
tion in this illustration. 
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Citizens With Guns

By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

The proposed federal legislation 
that would require all states to 
recognize the gun permits issued 
by other states, has generated a 
lot of squealing by those who do 
not like the thought that the aver-
age citizens might be able to carry 
guns for self-defense. They would 
have good Americans fear other 
good Americans. 

In March, James O’Neill, Po-
lice Commissioner of New York 
City, wrote an article for the Wall 
Street Journal in which he stated 
that over the last ten years 230 
concealed-carry permit holders 
had been convicted of murder, in-
cluding 31 people who had been 
responsible for killing 147 people. 
That is an interesting statistic. 

The Washington Post claims the 
police killed 963 people in 2016 
alone. Another source claimed 
there were 991 police killings in 
2015. Some have estimated that 

police killings average about 930 
per year. In that same ten year 
period Commissioner O’Neill 
talked about, there may have been 
over 9,300 police killings.

Since there are far fewer police 
officers than there are civilians 
(about 1.1 million to 324 mil-
lion), if we applied Commissioner 
O’Neill’s reasoning, perhaps po-
lice officers should be disarmed. 

The Commissioner was also 
concerned about illegal gun traf-
ficking. Those out of state permit 
holders, he opined, could bring 
guns into New York City and 
sell them to criminals. Now that 
is something the Commissioner 
should be well versed in. In the 
last ten years, two illegal gun run-
ning rings run by New York City 
Police Officers were exposed and 
at least 11 law enforcement offi-
cers were arrested.

Let’s get real. There are good po-
lice officers and bad just as there 
are good people and bad people 
in the general community. The 
good should not be penalized for 
acts of the bad. Nor should people 
be stripped of basic rights because 
someone thinks they might do 
something bad in the future where 
there has been no current history 
of violent conduct. One tactic of 
the anti-gun cult is to push to 
make entire classes of people dis-
qualified from owning guns. They 
do this by increasing the penalties 
of minor crimes to make them 
felonies and by labeling groups of 
people who have historically been 
able to have guns, as criminals be-
cause of some minor infraction or 
juvenile conduct. They are blur-
ring what was once the bright line 
differentiating between a felony 

for which you could be stripped of 
rights, and a misdemeanor convic-
tion (or in the case of the juvenile 
a non-crime) for which you could 
not be stripped of civil rights. 

You can make anything look 
bad by statistics. If I were to tell 
you that 99.9 percent of killers ate 
bread 24 hours before they com-
mitted their crime, that would not 
support the government making 
the consumption of bread illegal. 
If I were to tell you that the most 
preferred car used by criminals is 
black, that would not justify mak-
ing black cars illegal. Arguments 
that start by saying, “x is most 
preferred by criminals . . . “; or, 
that “x is more likely than Y to do 
something...; or, that “ABC is pos-
sible;” usually contain a failure of 
logic. Something is always “most 
preferred.” If you made black cars 
illegal because they are preferred 
by criminals, the bad guys would 
simply use a different color car. If 
you followed the fractured logic 
of banning cars most preferred 
by criminals, eventually all cars 
would be illegal. If only three peo-
ple existed in the world, someone 
would be the one “most likely” 
to do something. That does not 
mean that person has the intent, 
interest, or capacity to do whatev-
er the “thing” is. Nor does it mean 
that they might ever even consid-
er attempting it. Just because one 
police officer sells guns illegally 
does not mean all do. Just because 
something is “possible” does not 
mean it is probable or that it will 
ever be done. Just about anything 
is possible, even if it is highly un-
likely.

Figures can be manipulated. Just 
because some relationship appears 
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by the manipulation of figures, 
that does not mean there is a cause 
and effect relationship between 
the items being compared. Even 
though there are 250,000 deaths 
per year due to medical accident, 
that does not justify making doc-
tors illegal.

There are about 244 million 
people in the United States over 
the age of 21 who are part of 
about 126 million households in 
the United States. It is estimated 
that between one third to one half 
of those households have guns. 
Between 42 to 60 million house-
holds (or 84 to 120 million peo-
ple) legally own guns, or have ac-
cess to guns, in the United States. 
If 230 people were killed by 114 
citizens who lawfully owned guns 
over a ten year period, that is an 
average of 11.4 people per year 
committing crimes out of a pool 
of (at the low end) 84 million. 
That is an abuse rate of .0000001, 
which is a statistical nullity. 

For comparison, the FDA says 
you can have one rodent hair in 
every 100 grams of peanut but-
ter and the food is still consid-
ered pure. There are about 425 
grams of peanut better in your 
average jar. The FDA says each jar 
can have 4 rodent hairs because 
that amount of hair is negligible. 
Nothing is 100% pure. This au-
thor will continue to eat peanut 
butter and own guns.

If a gunowner is a good person, 
he or she will not suddenly be-
come a monster just because he or 
she travels to New York City. The 
gunowner will be as law abiding 
in New York as he or she was in 
Vermont. If a person possessing a 
gun is a bad person, the fact there 
might be a law against carrying a 
gun concealed in New York, will 
not deter that bad person from 
carrying the gun illegally. If the 

bad person cannot get a handgun, 
the bad person can always cut 
down a shotgun to make a con-
cealable, and incredibly deadly, 
weapon. If a bad person simply 
wants to kill a lot of people, then, 
as current events have shown, he 
or she can do so with a motor 
vehicle if a gun is not available. 
Stripping good people of the right 
to defend themselves in public 
simply empowers bad people to 
be violent without fear of effective 
resistance.

There is a huge difference be-
tween what police officers who 
carry guns should do and what 
civilians should do. Police officers 
are expected to place themselves in 
harm’s way. They are expect to run 
towards people fighting, or people 
robbing banks. They are expected 
to look for people with outstand-
ing arrest warrants, to break up 
domestic fights, and patrol dan-
gerous neighborhoods. The type 
of training an officer receives is 
not necessarily appropriate for a 
civilian. 

Indeed, this author has prob-
lems with police training that 
causes the officer to look at the 
world as an alley filled with pop-
up targets to be identified and shot 
at instantly. An officer who has 
been taught to be aggressive with 
everyone he stops is more likely to 
find his aggression reflected back 
against him than an officer who 
has been taught to be polite. 

Civilians, on the other hand, 
should do all they can possibly 
do to avoid confrontation. They 
need to walk away from situations 
when they can. They need to be 
polite even when the person they 
are dealing with is obnoxious. 
They need to avoid road rage situ-
ations. They need to be aware of 
what is going on around them at 
all times and to opt for avoidance 
of problems whenever possible.

 Even the best trained civilian, 
even the retired police officer, does 
not have the equipment or back 
up that an active police officer has. 
The civilian gunowner cannot af-
ford to lose his or her temper. He 
and she must be more polite than 
the average non-gun owning pub-
lic. What each licensed gunowner 
does, reflects on all licensed gun 
owners. 

In today’s world of cell phones 
with cameras, anyone can call 911. 
Anyone can take a picture of an 
incident as it is happening. That 
picture may be more intimidating 
to a bad person than a threat by a 
citizen to use force. 

What those who do not like 
guns do not seem to understand is 
that the bad guys are more afraid 
of getting shot by a nervous or 
angry citizen than they are of get-
ting arrested and going to jail. If 
an armed guard helps deter bank 
robberies, then how much more 
so is the thought that there are an 
unknown number of good citizens 
out there who might be carrying a 
gun legally? 

Does not each citizen have the 
right to provide for his or her own 
defense? Does not each citizen 
have the right to make the deter-
mination that, if he or she is at-
tacked, he or she has the option 
of submitting to the attack or re-
sisting? Should police officers be 
the only people who have a right 
to defend their own lives? Are we 
not all created equal in the eyes 
of the law? If we have the right to 
resist an attack on our lives, then 
we should have the right to resist 
effectively. 

For many citizens, the only ef-
fective way to resist a violent at-
tack is to do so with a gun. That 
being the case, why should my 
right to defend my life end at my 
state line?

W&G
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Making a Difference

Women&Guns®

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

Hopefully, you are already plan-
ning to attend the 32nd Gun 
Rights Policy Conference in Dal-
las, TX, September 29 through 
October 1 this year. If you are not 
already planning to attend, may I 
suggest you do so, immediately. 
Registration can be filled out on-
line at saf.org/grpc/. 

For the Second Amendment 
activist, shooting enthusiast, gu-
nowner, knife owner, freedom 
lover, GRPC is an experience that 
should not be missed. Here you 
will be able to mingle with the he-
roes of the battles to preserve our 
constitutionally protected rights. 
You will be able to meet and bond 
with other Second Amendment 
(2A) activists. 

GRPC was initiated more than 
three decades ago to bring to-
gether activist groups. The main 
problem with activism is that the 
people who engage in it are, well, 
active. They are the shakers and 
movers. They not only have great 
ideas, they put those ideas into 

Your Role at the Gun 
Rights Policy Conference

action. And, they believe in their 
assessments and their solutions. 
As do all the others of their ilk. 
They are prone to support what 
they believe and do, and question 
those who think and act different-
ly. Even when those others are in 
general trying to achieve the same 
ultimate things.

In the 1970s and ‘80s there was 
a lot of disagreement on how to 
achieve the primary goal of main-
taining and retrieving our 2A 
rights as originally described in 
the federal constitution. There 
was much dissatisfaction and op-
position to similar groups, and a 
great deal of energy was wasted in 
fighting with allies instead of unit-
ing to fight our real enemies: those 
who would dilute and remove our 
rights to keep and bear arms.

GRPC was designed as a for-
mat wherein divergent 2A groups 
could meet and mingle. The hope 
was that face-to-face discussions 
would result in that necessary 
united front. The founders of the 
conference were correct. But, it 
did not happen immediately, and 
it is an ongoing task.

Therefore, your presence and 
participation in the event is criti-
cal. Your first job is to register. Your 
only other requirement (and the 
first is not a requirement, because 
if you show up on the 29th, 30th 

or 31st you will be welcomed!) is 
to get yourself to The Westin Dal-
las Fort Worth Airport in Irving, 
TX (no, it is not truly Dallas, but 
it is close and the conferences are 
always held at or near an airport 
for ease of attending from away) 
and find somewhere to stay for 
the nights you will be there. It is 
wise to stay either in or near the 
Westin, because the conversations 
continue far after the official con-
ference ends for the day, and you 
will want to be included.

Simply, transportation to and 
from and accommodations dur-
ing the conference are your only 
official responsibilities. 

There will be two days full of 
speakers on everything happening 
in the 2A protection world. There 
will be free literature, vendors 
providing information on local 
and national organizations, selling 
books and memorabilia. (You will 
want to have books for autograph-
ing because, as stated, there will be 
a chance to meet your heroes.)

However, there is another venue 
available to get your particular in-
terest before the membership at 
the conference. The next to the 
last presentation on Sunday after-
noon, one often missed by a ma-
jority of attendees, is that of the 
Resolution Committee. 

You are responsible for the reso-
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lutions. This is the part of the pro-
gram that belongs to the attend-
ees. This is the part of the program 
that has resulted in some of the 
important accomplishments in 
the Second Amendment world. 
Campus Carry, Knife Rights, 
Constitutional Carry, elimination 
of Gun Free Zones, had a start in 
both presentations by individuals 
and in the resolutions.

Many people were made aware 
of the problems of interstate 
drivers and those who go to sea 
because of resolutions made at 
previous GRPCs. Have you ever 
stopped to think of the implica-
tions of Castle Doctrine as it ap-
plies to someone who lives in 
his truck? Someone who may be 
traveling with his entire family? 
Someone who does not ‘live’ in a 
single state, but traverses many in 
the course of one delivery?

Knife Rights were discussed in a 
room at the hotel long ago. Many 
who entered that room because 
it also contained food and drink, 
had not considered that after guns 
are confiscated, knives are the 
next implement of protection to 
be attacked, but that is the case 
in country after country. My state 
has a strong pro-knife law in ef-
fect, now—years after that meet-
ing. It takes a long time for aware-
ness to generate enough support 
to make changes.

What are you trying to change? 
Or, have you not yet found some-
thing worth your efforts? 

A disclaimer is in order. I am a 
long-standing member of the Res-
olution Committee. For the past 
several years I have been honored 
to make the presentation at the 
conference, and hope to be able to 

continue to both serve and report. 
My part in the process started be-

fore anyone knew me. At my first 
GRPC, although I had intended 
to only listen and not participate, 
during the report of the resolu-
tions I felt compelled to ques-
tion one of the conclusions. The 
particular resolution concerned 
a previous call to boycott, which 
was considered to have helped to 
sway the company at which it was 
directed. However, in the “there-
fores” it was stated that we should 
not boycott again. I am not a fan 
of boycotting, but it made no 
sense to me that if something had 
worked, one would decide to not 
use it again. I raised my hand to 
ask to have the section repeated, 
because I was not sure I had heard 
or understood correctly. I was di-
rected to the microphone. When 
I sat down, there were about a 
dozen people rushing to the mics 
to put in agreements with my 
points. Perhaps that was the mo-
ment when I realized the power 
one completely obscure individual 
can have.

The rules that we have devel-
oped over the time that I have 
been involved with the committee 
are simple. A resolution must be 
legible and signed. It must apply 
to a large region or the entirety of 
the United States. It must contain 
a course of action, not just be a 
rant about a problem. It cannot be 
a directive to a group or individual 
to do something; rather, it should 
be something that anyone in at-
tendance could take away as the 
action they want to work on over 
the coming year. No longer, as 
they were dismissed by a national 
radio personality, are the resolu-

tions something to “…make us 
feel good about what we said.” 
They are things to do.

Your final duty as an attendee at 
GRPC is to go home and work for 
the preservation of our freedoms. 
You are more than welcome to use 
one of the resolutions (might I 
suggest the one I have been foster-
ing for the past 15 years: to elimi-
nate gun free zones?) or continue 
with what you are already doing. 
If it is the latter, please share your 
fight with those who will be in 
Texas for the upcoming confer-
ence. And, please, be one of them! 

One caution: attendance is fair-
ly addictive. 

W&G

is likely to reduce criminal abuse 
of automobiles,” the plaintiffs 
contend in their lawsuit.
 In a prepared statement Chris 
Cox, head of the NRA’s Institute 
for Legislative Action, asserted, 
“Legislators in California 
routinely enact laws that only 
affect the law-abiding and do 
nothing to enhance public safety. 
This lawsuit, and others that will 
follow, is an effort to ensure the 
rights of law-abiding gun owners 
are respected in California.”
 When PoliceOne.com 
conducted a survey of more 
than 15,000 law enforcement 
professionals four years ago, 95 
percent of the respondents said 
banning the manufacture and 
sale of magazines that hold more 
than ten rounds would not reduce 
violent crime.

W&G

Testing Calif. Gun Laws
Continued from Page 7
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By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF

 Call the unidentified concealed 
carry licensee a “Samaritan” or call 
him a “hero.”

Whatever you call him, a Texan 
having dinner with his wife in an 
Arlington, TX, sports bar on May 
3, reacted in textbook fashion 
when an active shooter shot and 
killed the manager of the Zona 
Caliente Sports Bar. He pushed 
his wife to safety under their table 
and drew his own pistol to engage 
the shooter.

The incident immediately drew 
wide newspaper and television 
media coverage unlike most de-
fensive shooting stories. This was 
news that confirmed NRA Execu-
tive Vice President Wayne LaPi-
erre’s comment after the 2012 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting: “The only thing that 
can stop a bad guy with a gun is a 
good guy with a gun.”

In this real life drama, police re-
ported that the bad guy had not 
just the one murder weapon, but 
two handguns and two knives.

The Dallas Morning News re-
ported “A concealed carry holder 
is being heralded as a hero by Ar-
lington police for preventing mass 
murder by killing an “incoherent” 
gunman at a sports bar Wednes-
day evening.

“Before he was shot about 6:15 
p.m., the gunman killed the man-
ager of Zona Caliente in the 6500 
block of South Cooper Street, po-
lice spokesman Christopher Cook 

Good Guy with Gun Bests 
Bad Guy with Guns

said.
Police later identified the gun-

man as 48-year-old James Jones 
of Grand Prairie and the victim as 
37-year-old Cesar Perez of Dun-
canville. The man who killed 
Jones has not been identified.

“Authorities later found two 
loaded guns and two knives on 
Jones,” Cook said the next day, 
the news continued.

“We do believe he had the ca-
pacity to do much greater harm,” 
Cook told various news teams. 

When Jones entered the busi-
ness, some witnesses told police, 
he started yelling incoherently 
while standing at the bar.

“People didn’t know who he was 
yelling at,” Cook said. 

Perez reportedly was trying to 
talk to Jones when he was fatally 
shot. Police do not believe they 
knew each other. 

That’s when the armed custom-
er fired his gun at Jones. 

“After he was struck once, the 
suspect started shooting at the 
front door,” Cook told the Arling-
ton Voice. “We know people were 
trying to escape, but we’re not 
sure if he was just trying to harm 
others.”

More than a dozen customers 
and a handful of employees were 
in the sports bar at the time of the 
shooting.

Cook said the customer, who 
was dining with his wife, “pre-
vented further loss of life.” 

The customer was carrying a 
handgun under the Texas con-
cealed handgun license program, 

Cook later confirmed. 
“We’re treating the good guy as 

sort of a hero,” he said. 
NBC headlined their report:
“Good Samaritan” Kills Active 

Shooter in Texas Sports Bar: Po-
lice.

Phil McCausland reported “A 
‘good Samaritan’ with a gun killed 
an active shooter who may have 
been gearing up for a deadly ram-
page at a Texas sports bar Wednes-
day night, police said. 

McCausland reported that Ar-
lington police said witnesses were 
afraid they would be next. At least 
one other female customer was 
injured by flying glass in the res-
taurant.

 The serial number on the sec-
ond gun had been scratched off, 
and Jones did not have a gun li-
cense, police said. 

“He definitely had the capacity, 
if he wanted, to commit further 
violence and potentially kill other 
patrons in the business,” Cook 
told NBC News, adding that it 
did not appear that the shooter 
knew his victim. 

NBC said the police used the 
term “good Samaritan” for the 
customer who intervened.

“I don’t think the shooter even 
knew where the rounds were com-
ing from because he started shoot-
ing at the front door,” Cook said, 
who described the scene as “cha-
otic.” 

NBC also reported that police 
reviewed video surveillance and 
pieced together the incident via 
witness interviews, but it remains 
unclear how many shots were fired 
by either individual. Police were 
looking into Jones’ background to 
see whether he suffered from any 
mental illnesses and were awaiting 
test results to find out if he was 
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under the influence. 
“We’re thankful that the good 

‘Samaritan’ acted quickly and de-
cisively to end the threat,” Cook 
said, according to NBC News. 
“We never recommend people get 
involved. That’s a personal deci-
sion that a citizen has to make.”

Use of force and firearms expert 
Emanuel Kapelsohn told NBC 
News that, from his understand-
ing, the man who took down the 
shooter reacted appropriately. 

“I think it’s to be applauded,” he 
said. “Not everybody in the world 
ought to own a gun. Not every-
body in the world ought to carry 
a gun. Not everyone in the world 
ought to engage an armed crimi-
nal where innocent people could 
be potentially injured.” 

“But this Good Samaritan obvi-
ously had the ability to do what 
he did,” Kapelsohn added. “Who 
knows how many people would 
be dead if he had not acted?”

Whether this story will have any 
legs in educating the media about 
active shooter incidents remains 
to be seen. Certainly it got their 
attention.

W&G

Inslee Signs WA Law
on NICS Denials 

Washington State Gov. Jay In-
slee has signed a new law, which 
takes effect in July, requiring gun 
dealers to notify the Washington 
Association of Sheriffs and Police 
Chiefs, also known as WASPC, 
within five days of a National In-
stant Background Check denial. 

The Washington State Patrol 
must then incorporate that infor-
mation into its electronic data-
base, accessible to the state’s law 
enforcement agencies.

W&G

Review by
Joseph P. Tartaro
SAF President
SAFETY ON: An introduction to 
the world of firearms for children, by 
Yehuda Remer. ©2017. Published 
by White Feather Press. Oversize 
soft cover. Price $14.95. Separate 
companion coloring book; $12.95. 
Available from Amazon.com

Accidental firearms fatalities 
in America have reached an all-
time low, but children remain the 
largest at-risk group. They have a 
natural curiosity about everything 
and they may find 
a gun in places 
inside or outside 
the home, even 
with the most 
safety conscious 
parents, gun vaults 
and gun locks—
or gun free zones. 
And while you 
might be a very 
careful parent, you 
have no guarantee 
that everyone else is.

You also have to worry about 
what your child would do if she or 
he found a gun somewhere it’s not 
supposed to be. Do they know the 
cardinal rules of gun safety? Have 
they been exposed to the NRA’s 
Eddie Eagle program? What 
about the proper safety measures 
every gun owner takes whenever 
they handle a firearm, at home or 
at a gun range?

The best insurance you can 
take it to introduce and instill in 
your children the proper respect 
for real firearms, well away from 
all the images they might get 
from movies, television and other 
children.

Now, there’s a beautifully 
illustrated, realistic soft-cover 
book that covers all aspects of 
gun safety as an introduction to 

Book Introduces Children to Guns
the world of firearms for children. 
And it’s in a format that a child 
can call her or his own.

It covers all of the basic rules 
of firearms safety, and even 
incorporates the simplest guide 
of “Stop, Don’t Touch, Walk 
Away, Tell an Adult.” It even 
deals with protocols for gun safe 
explorations, and walks a child 
through the fascinating world of 
guns and ammunition.

The author clearly states in a 
forward note that the book is not 
all-inclusive, but simply a practical 

introduction with the 
goal of inculcating safe 
and responsible respect 
for firearms. 

The author grew up in 
a world where guns were 
restricted and limited to 
police and the military 
which he believes was a 
failure in his early years, 
and one that he would 
not impose on other 
children.

What’s especially interesting 
about this approach is that there 
is a beautiful companion coloring 
book to go with the best-selling 
original children’s book “Safety 
On.”  The coloring book mirrors 
the main lessons while providing 
hours of fun and education for 
children while teaching all about 
gun safety. 

“Safety On” is meant not as 
an in-depth breakdown of guns 
or living with guns, but as an 
introduction to the world of 
firearms for children. Its goal 
is to plant the seeds of safe gun 
ownership into the minds of 
young patriots who will one day 
be responsible gun owners like the 
parents who teach them. It serves 
as an important tool to open a 
dialogue between you and your 
child about gun safety.
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been promoted on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram the 

registration period was for a 
single week before the gun safety 
program. He said that 700 women 
registered for the free classes 
during that week and were divided 
into four separate divisions on the 
30-point Top Gun range.
 Ector said he began the yearly 
free training to help women 
because they are “easier targets” 
for predators, and the first class in 
2011 had a turnout of 50 women. 
Each year since, the enthusiastic 
participation by women in the 
city and suburbs of Detroit has 
grown steadily.
 “We teach women how to safely 
handle, load and discharge a 
firearm, and a personal protection 
strategy,” he said, citing rising 
attendance at the event over the 
years.

 “I became a National Rifle 
Association (NRA) credentialed 
Firearms Trainer after being 
robbed in my own backyard by 
two armed thugs. I have first-hand 

experiences about being violated 
from dangerous criminals, Ector 
said.

 
 
  “Additionally, I enrolled in a 
variety of self-defense courses and 

eventually applied for a Michigan 
Concealed Pistol License.
 “After legally carrying a concealed 
pistol, I became interested in gun 
rights advocacy. The right to keep 
and bear a firearm, especially 
for personal protection, became 
very important to me. As such, 
I created a blog entitled, ‘Legally 
Armed In Detroit,’ in which the 
topics are focused on gun rights, 
responsible firearm ownership, 
and personal protection.
 “My passion is empowering 
law-abiding citizens with the 
knowledge, the skills, and the 
mindset necessary to defend 
themselves, their families, and 
their homes from the attacks of 
violent criminals. “
 Ector said many of his graduates 
have had to display and sometimes 
use their firearm to defend 
themselves against an attacker.
 Most of the women who 
attended this or earlier versions of 

the training event were motivated 
by a concern for personal and 
family safety or simple curiosity. 

Detroit Women’s Event
Continued from Page 5

Safety instruction classroom work was required for participation at 
the May 21 free firearms familiarization program in the Detroit area. 
Here, Rick Ector, founder of Legally Armed in Detroit, discusses the 
basic rules of firearms safety.

Every range participant in the Detroit-area introductory shooting 
program was mentored by a volunteer professional firearms trainer.
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A few had some youthful firearms 
experience which they sought to 
revisit again.
  “It’s rough out there,” attendee 

Charlene Ybarra told the Free 
Press.
 Claudia Gutierrez of Belleville 
said that Sunday was the first time 
she’s used a firearm.

 “It was stunning actually,” she 
said. “You have to have the right 
stance.”
 Gutierrez said she decided to go 

to the event because “this is a crazy 
world.”
 “I live in a safe area, but you 
just never know,” she told the Free 
Press. “I’ve always felt it’s people 
who kill, not the guns.”

Four participants hold up pretty impressive targets at the sixth annual 
free firearms safety event organized by Legally Armed in Detroit.

 The training includes classroom 
instruction and time on the 
shooting range, with one-on-
one instruction by a professional 
firearms trainer under the 
supervision of certified range 
officers.
 Each of the students was given a 
free gun lock, donated by Detroit-
area law enforcement agencies 
and firearms businesses, and a 
certificate for a free future one-
hour range session at the Top Gun 
facility. In addition, there were 
firearms safety brochures, some 
caps and T-shirts.
 Ector told Women & Guns such 
large firearms classes would not 
be possible without the individual 
commitment of the volunteer 
firearms instructors who donate 
their valuable time and talents.
 “There’s a lot of advance 
planning and consultation that 
goes into such an undertaking,” 
he said. “The preparation takes 
much longer than the event.
 “We couldn’t do this if 
the professionals in the gun 
community didn’t willingly work 
together,” he added.
 Dan Korzeniewski, one of the 
volunteer shooting instructors 
at the event, said he likes seeing 
women “learn a skill set that could 
potentially protect them and keep 
their families safe.”
 What’s the reaction from the 
boyfriends and husbands, W&G 
asked.
 “Very positive,” said Ector. 
“Most of them join the women 
when they revisit the range later 
for more shooting or go shopping 
for firearms, ammunition or 
accessory gear.”

W&G

A variety of semi-automatic pistols were used in the LAID firearms 
introductory class on May 21, but all were 9mm to simplify the 
logistics of providing ammunition for such a large turnout of first-
time shooters.
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Sources for Tactical Trauma 
Kit feature, Page 23.

R & R Outfitters
PO Box 1182, Dept. WG
Lufkin, TX 75902
888-978-3858
rroutfitters.com

Defensive Training International 
Inc (DTI)
737 S Lemay Ave., Ste B4-337
Dept. WG
Ft Collins, CO 80524
970-482-2520
defense-training.com

Sources and specifications for 
Arex Rex Zero feature, Page 
24

Specifications
Caliber  9mm Luger   
  (9x19mm)
Action Type Modified Brown 
  ing link-less lock 
  ing system
Trigger 
System  Single- and Dou 
  ble-action, Ham 
  mer fired
Length  7.3 in / 185 mm
Barrel Length 3.9 in / 98 mm
Height  5.3 in / 134 mm
Width (slide) 0.98 in / 25 mm
Width (frame) 1.1 in / 27 mm
Width 
(safety levers) 1.46 in / 37 mm
Weight (without 
magazine)  27.5 oz / 780 g
Magazine 
Capacity  15
Magazines  2 included
Trigger Pull  SA 5.5 lb 
Trigger Pull  DA 13 lb 

Resource Directory

MSRP  $670.00
Imported by:
Firearms Importers Manufactur-
ers Exporters Group
4395 W. Post Rd, Unit 200
Dept. WG
Las Vegas, NV 89118
FIMEGroup.com

CCI Ammunition
2299 Snake River Ave., Dept. WG
Lewiston, ID 83501
800-379-1732
cci-ammunition.com

Federal
Federal Premium Ammunition 
900 Ehlen, Dept. WG 
Anoka, MN 55303
800-379-1732
federalpremium.com

Hornady
3625 West Old Potash Hwy.
Dept. WG
Grand Island, NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

Speer
Speer Ammo
2299 Snake River Ave., Dept. WG
Lewiston, ID 83501
800-379-1732
speer-ammo.com

TruGlo
525 International Pkwy., Dept. WG
Richardson, TX 75081
truglo.com

Wright Leather Works
2789 Hayes Ave., Dept. WG
Fremont, OH 43420
wrightleatherworks.com

W&G

Anti-Gun Effort by 
Mass. Church Group 
Stymied by Facebook Rule

 When a Massachusetts church 
clergy group decided to stage a so-
called “gun buyback” and posted 
the activity on Facebook, they ran 
afoul of a rule on that social media 
website that prohibits advertising 
gun transactions.
 What happened next left some 
gun rights activists chuckling. 
After an unidentified man com-
plained to Facebook about a 
notice of the “buyback” that ap-
peared on the Facebook page of 
the Natick Police Department, 
Facebook pulled it off. The media 
giant then advised the police why 
the buyback notice was removed. 
It violated “community stan-
dards.”
 Facebook apparently did the 
same thing when the notice ap-
peared on another Facebook page 
operated by a local church where 
the buyback event is scheduled to 
be held. 
 The June 3 buyback offered $50 
apiece for rifles and shotguns, 
$100 for handguns and $300 for 
so-called “assault weapons.” They 
gave ice cream coupons for BB 
guns.
 The fact that no questions are 
asked at such events, which have 
become somewhat passé, has long 
bothered gun rights activists who 
see this as a way for criminals to 
dispose of guns they may have 
used in crimes.
 If there was a lesson to be learned 
from this, it would be that even 
gun prohibition groups can’t skate 
around “community standards” 
on social media sites. There are 
countless pro-gun groups with 
their own Facebook page sites and 
closed or open group designa-
tions.

W&G
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Trump Court Nominees ‘Look 
Very Promising,” Says SAF
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

President Donald Trump’s first 
round of federal court nominees 
“looks very promising,” and pro-
vides strong evidence that the 
president is determined to ful-
fill one of his most important 
campaign pledges, the Second 
Amendment Foundation said in 
a statement as the first round of 
nominations began.

There are some 120 vacancies 
on the federal courts that the 
president can fill. By putting con-
servative judges into those posi-
tions, it will help restore balance 
to the federal courts. That’s an im-
portant consideration for Second 
Amendment activists because the 
federal court system is where most 
gun rights cases are decided.

SAF recently launched its Ju-
dicial Accountability Project, re-
minding American gun owners 
that “Black Robes Matter.” There 
are more than 120 federal court 
vacancies that President Trump 
can fill. They are lifetime appoint-
ments and these judges will decide 
on issues including local, state and 
federal gun control laws.

“We will fully vet each nomi-
nee,” said SAF founder and Exec-
utive Vice President Alan M. Got-
tlieb, “but at this point, it appears 
that Donald Trump is fulfilling his 
commitment to bring balance to 
the federal courts by nominating 
judges who adhere to the consti-
tution rather than try to reinvent 
it to fit their own political agen-
das.”

“Like it or not,” he continued, 
“the Courts have the final say 

whether you have gun rights or 
not. I know this first hand. The 
Second Amendment Foundation’s 
legal cases have accounted for 
about 80 percent of the case law 
that protects your individual right 
to keep and bear arms.”

SAF has been instrumental in 
forcing the Illinois Legislature to 
adopt a concealed carry law. It was 
an SAF case – McDonald v. City 
of Chicago – that ended before 
the Supreme Court, which nulli-
fied the Windy City’s 30-year-old 
handgun ban and incorporated 
the Second Amendment to the 
states via the 14th Amendment.

The Judicial Accountability 
Project will keep a close watch on 
federal court appointments, and 
Gottlieb is optimistic that Trump 
is on the right course as he se-
lects more judges for nomination. 
So far, his picks have been fairly 
young, which means they could 
have a long-term impact on Sec-
ond Amendment cases.

Case law on gun rights is still 
plowing new legal ground, despite 
the two Supreme Court rulings 
that affirmed the Second Amend-
ment protects an individual civil 
right. Those were narrow 5-4 rul-
ings, a fact not lost on Gottlieb 
and other gun rights advocates.

“We cannot risk the Second 
Amendment by being lethargic 
and disinterested in those indi-
viduals who will have the author-
ity and responsibility to judge the 
merits of gun rights cases brought 
to the courts,” Gottlieb said.

ist of highly respected jurists, at-
torneys and legal thinkers, accord-
ing to Prof. Jonathan H. Adler, at 
Case Western University School 

of Law. 
Among the nominees two state 

supreme court justices Trump had 
identified as potential Supreme 
Court nominees: Justice Joan 
Larsen of Michigan and Justice 
David Stras of Minnesota, who 
were nominated to open seats on 
the US Courts of Appeals for the 
6th and 8th Circuits, respectively. 

Adler wrote that Trump’s other 
appellate nominees are equally 
impressive: attorneys Kevin New-
som for the US Court of Appeals 
for the 11th Circuit, John Bush 
for the 6th Circuit and perhaps 
most notably Notre Dame law 
professor Amy Coney Barrett for 
the Court of Appeals for the 7th 
Circuit.

In addition to the appellate 
nominees noted, Trump nomi-
nated Damien Schiff of the Pa-
cific Legal Foundation to the US 
Court of Federal Claims. Dabney 
L. Friedrich, until recently a mem-
ber of the United States Sentenc-
ing Commission, to the Federal 
District Court for the District of 
Columbia; Magistrate Judge Terry 
F. Moorer of the Federal District 
Court in Montgomery, AL, to be 
a district judge there; David C. 
Nye, a state judge in Idaho, to 
the Federal District Court there; 
and Scott L. Palk, an official at 
the University of Oklahoma Col-
lege of Law, to the Federal District 
Court in Oklahoma City.
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From the Editor
One of the biggest concert 

venues in Europe was attacked 
in May by a suicide bomber who 
detonated a bomb packed with 
shrapnel in a hallway outside 
Manchester Arena as patrons of 
an Ariana Grande concert left the 
building.

Many of the concert-goers were 
young people, predominately 
female, attending the pop singer’s 
“Dangerous Woman” tour. In 
addition to the bomber, 21 
people were killed, the youngest 
an 8-year-old girl. Nearly 75 
others, including parents picking 
up their children after the 
concert, were wounded, with 
about two dozen left in critical 
condition.

A day later, the Islamic State 
(ISIS) terrorist group claimed 
credit for the carnage, carried out 
by a British national of Libyan 
descent, but it is not known yet 
whether ISIS provided actual 
material support for the bomber 
or just encouragement.

Grande, 23, is already a 
veteran performer, but since I am 
decidedly out of her demographic 
of fans, I was only vaguely aware 
of her. Although she cancelled 
several subsequent concerts, she 
and a cohort of other celebrity 
pop stars sheduled a benefit for 
the victims in Manchester. 

Several pundits, in the 
depressing say-anything-to-fill-
the-air style that has become so 
prevalent in the media these days, 
wondered if the bomber targeted 
Grande’s concert particularly 
because of her pop sensibilities, 

including her taking on the 
“Dangerous Woman” mantle, 
and her young female fan base.

We probably will never know if 
that is true or not, but it has the 
effect of being self-fulfilling, since 
I am sure there are many parents 
wrestling with whether or not 
to let their kids attend any large 
event, particularly a concert.

I’m certain my parents 
wondered occasionally when I 
was a younger person, if I was 
going to get into trouble at any of 
the dozens of concerts I attended 
in my youth—often in company 
of my sister and our friends. 
But they surely never imagined 
the scenario that unfolded in 
Manchester, and, in fact, aside 
from a broken curfew or two, our 
“troubles” were pretty mild and 
discreet.

It is certainly more than likely 
that the murderer took the easiest 
and “best”—by his definition—
target in Manchester and that 
if the concert had been given 
by someone other than Grande, 
he would have acted exactly the 
same.

But the pernicious idea has 
been floated out there that it was 
because it was a Grande concert, 
attended by a predominantly 
female audience that he acted at 
that moment. 

Equally pernicious is the idea 
that a pop singer playing with 
terms like “Dangerous Woman,” 
is in some way a problem.

As women gunowners we 
are always viewed as somewhat 

“dangerous,” if not downright 
bizarre, by outsiders, helped 
along by the media which finds 
it so much easier to label that it 
does to explore.

For over 25 years, Women & 
Guns has printed pages and pages 
of women gunowners, of varying 
ages, ethnicities, skill levels, races, 
political affiliations, careers, etc. 
etc.

I doubt if a single one of 
them would view themselves as 
“dangerous.”

But all of them have at some 
time, viewed themselves as in 
danger, subject to forces which 
they have sought to, fought to 
and learned to overcome. 

In this issue, Candy Petticord 
details her journey to become 
a better gunowner, not a more 
dangerous one.

Also in this issue, we explore 
how hundreds of women in 
the Detriot area, aided by a 
thoughtful, precient and heroic 
man and his cohort, are also 
learning how not to be in danger. 
Many of those women who got 
a chance to study gunownership 
first-hand—for the first time in 
many cases—may chose not to 
become a gunowner.

But many will make that 
decision armed with knowledge, 
and not dangerous at all—except 
to evil-doers.
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The LCP ® I I features a short, crisp trigger pull  

with single-action feel, inner trigger safety, improved  

sights for superior visibility, a larger grip surface for 

better distribution of recoil forces and an easy-to-rack 

slide with an improved slide stop mechanism  

with a last round hold-open. 

LCP
®

 II
RUGER®

The Ruger American Rimfire® Target is built for exceptional  

accuracy with a 0.860" diameter, cold hammer-forged, 1/2-28"  

threaded target barrel. This new Target model is available in .22 LR,  

.22 WMR and .17 HMR and features a black laminate stock and  

factory-installed, knurled thread protector.

The Ruger American Pistol ® Compact model shares all of  

the features and rugged reliability of the duty-size gun in a smaller,  

lighter, more concealable package. Originally introduced in December 2015, 

the feature-rich Ruger American Pistol ® was designed with the latest U.S. 

Military standards in mind and was tested in the harshest environments to 

ensure the rugged reliability consumers have come to expect from Ruger. 

The new enhancements to the  highly popular Ruger Precision Rifle®  

make a great  rifle even better. These models feature a new handguard 

 providing increased scope clearance, a hybrid muzzle brake that reduces 

felt recoil and a billet aluminum bolt shroud which adds an upgrade  

that has become popular with Ruger Precision Rifle® owners.

The heavily redesigned Mark IV ™ maintains the same classic  

outward appearance as the Mark III ™ and incorporates a significant 

improvement customers will love – a simple, one-button takedown  

for quick and easy field stripping. A recessed button in the back of the 

frame allows the barrel-receiver assembly to tilt up and off the  

grip frame  without the use of tools.  

MARK IV™

RUGER®

COMPACT T A R G E T

G R E A T  N E W  P R O D U C T S  F R O M  R U G E R
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