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CONFERENCE and HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF MATERIALS ARE FREE!
       Books, monographs and other materials—enough to start a Second Amendment library are free, as are Saturday 
luncheon, Friday and Saturday evening receptions and morning and afternoon breaks. Other meals, travel and lodging 
are to be paid by attendee. To register for the special room rate of $106 per night, call The Westin Dallas Fort Worth 
Airport at 1-844-390-9473 and mention GRPC. A tentative agenda will be sent in early September.

NAME_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsored by the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
and the Second Amendment Foundation

Come meet national gun rights leaders and your fellow grassroots activists at the 32nd Annual Gun 
Rights Policy Conference (GRPC 2017) in Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. This is your once-a-year chance to 
network and get an insider look and plan pro-gun rights  strategies for the coming year.

Past GRPCs have outlined victory plans and made public the latest firearms trends. They allow you a 
first-hand chance to hear movement leaders--and make your voice heard.

This year we’ll take a look at critical issues such as: city gun bans, “smart” guns, concealed carry, federal  
legislation, legal actions, gun show regulation,  and state and local activity. We’ll review the 2016  
elections, discuss state initiative battles and analyze the resurgence of Right to Keep and Bear Arms court 
cases.

The full roster of GRPC 2017 speakers has not yet been set. Past speakers have included: Alan Gottlieb, 
Joseph Tartaro,  Alan Gura, Tom Gresham, Larry Elder, John Lott, Eugene Volokh, Sandy Froman, Massad 
Ayoob, Mark Walters, Emily Miller, Rep. Bob Barr, Rick Patterson, Gene Hoffman, Tim Schmidt, AWR 
Hawkins and many others. Check our websites -- www.saf.org or www.ccrkba.org for updates.

Yes, I want to attend. I understand that registration, conference materials and luncheon will be provided 
courtesy of CCRKBA and SAF. All other meals, lodging and airfare are to be paid by attendee.

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE_________ZIP______________PHONE (______)________________

Email_____________________________________                  _____________Topics you would like discussed:___________

Send to:

2017 GRPC/12500 NE Tenth Place/Bellevue, WA 98005 
Phone  (425) 454-7012/ Fax (425) 451-3959

Email your registration to: GRPC2017@saf.org

2017 Gun Rights Policy Conference / FREE 

32nd
Annual
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September 29, 30 
and October 1, 2017

 The Westin
Dallas Fort Worth Airport

Register 
TODAY!

MAKE 2A
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By W&G Staff

As the 2017 Shooting, Hunt-
ing and Outdoor Trade (SHOT) 
Show wrapped up its four-day 
run, cheers broke out as Donald 
Trump became the 45th president 
of the United States.

Trump, the pro-Second Amend-
ment Republican businessman, 
stunned the political world in No-
vember, beating seasoned politi-
cian Hillary Rodham Clinton in 
an election upset that surprised 
the press, pundits and political 
leaders around the globe. 

To get to the Clinton match-
up, Trump beat a field of 16 other 
candidates, almost all of whom 
would have gotten you better 
odds, if US sports books took bets 
on such events.

Clinton, all but handed the 
nomination by her party, strug-
gled with the last of her three 
primary opponents, Independent 
Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders, in 
the process alienating his mix of 
progressive liberal and young sup-
porters, many of whom stayed 
home in November.

Trump’s path to victory was 
shaky from the get-go, and pun-
dits had mostly written the brash 
businessman off, many going so 
far as to say he would take down 
the Republican Party with him. 
As late as mid-October, it was a 
mainstream media “given” that the 
Democrats would regain control 
of the US Senate and likely make 
inroads into the GOP majority in 
the House of Representatives.

Tumultuous Election 
Sees Trump, GOP Win
—And Tumult Reigns 

Instead, when the dust settled in 
the wee hours of Nov. 9, Trump 
was declared the victor, taking not 
only swing states agreed to be in 
his grasp, like Florida and North 
Carolina, but winning narrow vic-
tories in previously reliable Demo-
crat states like Pennsylvania, Ohio 
and Michigan. 

Those state wins were enough to 
give Trump an Electoral College 
victory, although Clinton won 
the popular vote, largely on the 
strength of her vote totals in big, 
monolithic, left-leaning states like 
New York, Illinois and California.

At the same time, the GOP 
maintained control of the Sen-
ate, now holding a 53 majority, 
although they did lose two seats—
in Illinois and New Hampshire. 
The Democrats (and two Inde-
pendents—Sanders and Angus 
King of Maine) make up the 
opposition and they have used 
that role to slow Trump’s cabinet 
nominees. As of this writing, not 
all of them have been voted on by 
either their respective Senate com-
mittees or by the full Senate. 

On Jan. 31 Trump introduced 
his first Supreme Court nominee, 
Neil Gorsuch of Colorado. Gor-
such, 49, the youngest nominee 
in some time, currently sits on the 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
His appointment to that office, 
by George W. Bush, was affirmed 
by the Senate on a voice vote. But 
his confirmation process this time 
around will be contentious.

Democrats, still smarting from 
the blocking of then President 

Obama’s last nominee to the high 
court, Merrick Garland, have 
promised to fight Gorsuch’s nomi-
nation.

Under conventional Senate 
rules, they have a number of pro-
cedural options to delay the vote, 
including, finally, a filibuster on 
the Senate floor.

However, during the Obama 
Administration when Democrats 
had a majority in the Senate, then 
Majority Leader Harry Reid of 
Nevada (now retired) introduced 
the so-called nuclear option to 
bring presidential appointments 
to a floor vote.

That option was never used on 
a Supreme Court nominee, but 
GOP leaders have threated—and 
Trump has encouraged—its use 
in this case. Trump has said he 
would like to see Gorsuch seated 
by April, which would mean an 
accelerated pace.

Many voters sited the future of 
the high court as their first (or an 
important) reason in voting for 
Trump. Gorsuch, if approved, 
would fill the seat left vacant by 
the death of Antonin Scalia, a 
conservative icon, last February. 
Gorsuch has been compared to 
Scalia.

Over in the House of Repre-
sentatives, the Republicans hold 
a 240-193 majority, but with 
the focus in the early days of the 
Trump Administration on Cabi-
net appointees, there has been less 
activity.

Gunowners, many of whom re-
luctantly supported Trump, have 
been heartened by the Gorsuch 
nomination, and are looking for-
ward to the opportunity to have 
some of their wish list items, in-
cluding national reciprocity (See 
Page 10 for a related story), dealt 

Trump Victory
Continued on Page 9

Women&Guns®

News
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

A three-judge panel of the Sev-
enth U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals has handed the Second 
Amendment Foundation a victory 
in its challenge of firearms regu-
lations in the City of Chicago, 
striking down a zoning provision, 
reversing an earlier ruling that up-
held “distancing” restrictions for 
gun ranges, and reversing an ear-
lier ruling that upheld certain age 
restrictions.

Writing for the court, Judge 
Diane S. Sykes noted, “To jus-
tify these barriers, the City raised 
only speculative claims of harm 
to public health and safety. That’s 
not nearly enough to survive the 
heightened scrutiny that applies 
to burdens on Second Amend-
ment rights.”

“We are delighted with the 
outcome of this lengthy case,” 
said SAF founder and Executive 
Vice President Alan M. Gottlieb. 
“The extremes to which the city 
has gone in an attempt to narrow 
its compliance with the Supreme 
Court ruling in McDonald v. City 
of Chicago can only be described 
as incredible stubbornness. In the 
6½ years since the high court rul-
ing in our McDonald case, the 
city has had ample opportunity 
to modify its regulations. Instead, 
Chicago has resisted reasonable-
ness.

“We had already sued Chicago 
successfully to knock down its 
outright ban on gun ranges within 
the city,” he recalled. “Then they 
adopted new regulations that in-
cluded the zoning, distancing and 
age restrictions that we contested 
in this legal action, known as 
‘Ezell II.’

“The city tried to severely limit 

SAF Wins Another Court 
Victory Vs. Chicago

where shooting ranges could be lo-
cated, and they failed,” he contin-
ued. “The city put up arguments 
about the potential for gun theft, 
fire hazards and airborne lead con-
tamination, and they failed. Even 
the judge’s opinion today noted 
that the city had ‘produced no evi-
dentiary support for these claims 
beyond the speculative testimony 
of three city officials.’ This non-

sense has got to stop.
 “The ruling is a victory for 

citizens of Chicago who want to 
exercise their rights,” Gottlieb 
said, “and particularly for Rhonda 
Ezell, who has been steadfast in 
her resolve.”

Also on the panel with Judge 
Sykes were Judges Michael S. 
Kanne and Ilana D. Rovner.

W&G

Rhonda Ezell, plaintiff in two 
court cases in Chicago, and SAF 
Founder Alan Gottlieb at last 
year’s NRA Convention.

GOAL Sues Over
Massachusetts
‘Assault Rifle’ Ban
 Gun Owners Action League 
(GOAL), the Massachusetts 
affiliate of the National Rifle 
Association, along with individual 
gunowners and federally licensed 
gun dealers, has filed suit 
against Gov. Charlie Baker and 
Attorney General Maura Healey, 
contending the state’s ban on so-
called assault weapons is unlawful 
and should be declared “void and 
unenforceable.” 
 In a 33-page civil complaint 
filed in federal court in Boston, 
attorneys for the plaintiffs, assert 
the state’s definition of assault 
weapons is a “non-technical, 
entirely fabricated, and political 
term of uncertain definition and 
scope.” 
 The complaint, which also 
names the state’s public safety 
secretary and the State Police as 
defendants, maintains that the 
state’s ban illegally extends to the 
sale or possession of certain rifles, 
such as AR-15 and AK-47 models, 
that rank among the most popular 
in the country. 
 The lawsuit was in part 
prompted by Healey’s directive in 
July 2016 to toughen enforcement 
of the ban on so-called “copy-
cat” firearms. The suit contends 
the directive “vastly expanded 
Massachusetts’ prohibition to ban 
an entire class of popular firearms 
commonly kept for lawful 
purposes.” 
 In the lawsuit, the plaintiffs seek 
to have a federal judge declare both 
the state’s assault weapons ban, 
first passed in 1998, and Healey’s 
July action unconstitutional. 
 The NRA’s Institute for 
Legislative Action has said it 
will help fund the suit as well as 
provide legal assistance.

W&G
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according to Program Executive 
Office Soldier officials. The Army 
also plans to buy approximately 
7,000 sub-compact versions of the 
handgun.

 The other military services 
participating in the program 
may order an additional 212,000 
systems above the Army quantity.

 “I am tremendously proud of 
the Modular Handgun System 
Team,” said Army Acquisition 

Executive, Steffanie Easter in the 
press release. “By maximizing 
full and open competition across 
our industry partners, we truly 
have optimized the private sector 
advancements in handguns, 
ammunition and magazines 
and the end result will ensure a 

 By W&G Staff

Sig Sauer, Inc. announced on Jan. 
19 that the US Army has selected 
a variant of its Model P320 as the 
new Modular Handgun System 
(MHS) to replace the 9mm Beretta 
M9 service pistol currently in use 
since the mid-1980s. The Army 
contract is worth $580 million 
for full sized and compact MHS 
service pistols based on Sig’s P320 
handgun which was introduced in 
2014.

 The P320 is a polymer striker-
fired pistol that has proven itself 
in both the United States and 
worldwide markets. The company 
claims the P320 is the first modular 
pistol with interchangeable grip 
modules that can also be adjusted 
in frame size and caliber by the 
operator. All MHS pistols will be 
produced at Sig Sauer facilities in 
New Hampshire.

 The MHS Program provides for 
the delivery of both full size and 
compact P320s, over a period of 
ten (10) years. All pistols will be 
configurable to receive silencers 
and will also include both 
standard and extended capacity 
magazines.  

 The Army began working with 
the small arms industry on the 
Modular Handgun System in 
early 2013, but the joint effort 
has been in the works for more 
than five years. It could result in 
the Defense Department buying 
nearly 500,000 new pistols, 
Military.com reported.

 Military.com said that current 
plans call for the Army to purchase 
more than 280,000 handguns, 

Sig Sauer says its Model P320 is the first modular pistol with 
interchangeable grip modules that can also be adjusted in frame size 
and caliber by the operator. (Photo courtesy Sig Sauer)

Sig Sauer Awarded $580 Million
Army Contract for New MHS Pistols

decidedly superior weapon system 
for our warfighters.”

 Ron Cohen, president and 
CEO of Sig Sauer, said in a press 
release, “We are both humbled 
and proud that the P320 was 
selected by the US Army as its 
weapon of choice. Securing this 
contract is a testimony to Sig Sauer 
employees and their commitment 
to innovation, quality and 
manufacturing the most reliable 

firearms in the world.”
 Sig Sauer, Inc., which operates 

from several factories in New 
Hampshire, is the largest member 
of a worldwide business group 
of firearms manufacturers that 
includes Sig Sauer GmbH & Co. 
KG in Germany and Swiss Arms 
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with by the 115th Congress.
But the newly minted Trump 

Administration has seen an un-
precedented amount of division 
in the country, starting with a 
Women’s March on Washington 
the day after the inauguration. 
The march, which saw a crowd es-
timated at half a million assemble 
in Washington, was supported 
by other marches or demonstra-
tions around the country—and 
world—totaling a million or 
more. The most virulent segment 
of the demonstrators vowed that 
Trump was “Not Our President,” 
and pledged continued opposi-
tion to all his policies.

Demonstrations have also been 
conducted against the Administra-
tion’s dismantling of Obamacare 
and an executive order by Trump 

on Jan. 28 temporarily halting 
immigration from seven countries 
with Muslim majorities, although 
a similar ban was enacted (also by 
executive order) under Obama.

The evening the Gorsuch nomi-
nation was formally announced, 
there was also a small protest—
complete with printed signs—
against the nominee at the Su-
preme Court.

More thoughtful anti-Trump 
activists have urged protestors to 
work at the grassroots level to op-
pose him via such tools as working 
to reorganize the Democratic Party 
and to support primary challeng-
ers ala the Tea Party Movement.

But the deep divides in the 
country promise that instead of 
ending with the 2016 Presidential 
Election, the political season is in 
full bloom.

W&G

AG in Switzerland. Sig Sauer has 
approximately 1,600 employees in 
the US. 

 Sig Sauer beat out Glock Inc., 
FN America, and other firms, as 
well as Beretta USA, the maker 
of the current M9 9mm service 
pistol, in the competition for the 
MHS, program.

 The 10-year agreement calls for 
Sig to supply the Army with full-
size and compact versions of the 
gun. The pistols can be outfitted 
with silencers and accommodate 
standard and extended capacity 
magazines. Two sources confirmed 
to Military.com that Sig submitted 
.40-caliber and 9mm pistols for 
the Army’s consideration. One 
source said the Army ultimately 
selected the 9mm version.

W&G

Trump Victory
Continued from Page 6
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

While a proponent of the Second 
Amendment, I don’t always agree 
with the NRA. For example, the 
NRA believes there should be no 
training required for someone to 
buy, own and use a gun. Another 
example is open carry of firearms, 
also called Constitutional Carry, 
that has become a big trend in 
many states since the Heller deci-
sion. I feel open carry, as opposed 
to concealed carry, is unwise and 
dangerous, and have outlined that 
position in this magazine.

The latest proposed law, called 
national reciprocity for concealed 
carry, has sufficient flaws, that I 
feel compelled to do all I can to 
expose those flaws, starting here.

What would the proposed law 
do? According to ConcealedCarry.
org, “It will provide law-abiding 
citizens the right to conceal carry 
and travel freely between states 
without worrying about conflict-
ing state codes or onerous civil 
suits.” That site also says the “bill 
would require states to recognize 

Reciprocal Licensing

the validity of every other state’s 
gun carry licenses, but it would re-
quire concealed carriers to follow 
the specific laws of whatever state 
in which they are carrying, ...but 
adds language designed to ensure 
that those in Constitutional Carry 
states, where no permit is required 
to concealed carry, are protected 
by the legislation.’

The most common arguments 
on the side of the bill is: “Your 
driver’s license works in every 
state, so why doesn’t your con-
cealed-carry permit?”

Your driver’s license works in ev-
ery state because every state has a 
similar process for getting a driv-
er’s license. At some point in the 
past, you must have applied for a 
driving license, and passed tests 
(vision, driving laws, and actual 
driving a car with a state exam-
iner). There is nothing like that 
process that ensures physical abil-
ity, competence and legal knowl-
edge for getting a concealed carry 
license. 

“Constitutional Carry” states al-
low concealed carry without any 
license and without any training. 
My state requires you to take a 
gun safety class and learn some-
thing about the gun laws here, 
but, oddly, actually shooting a real 
gun is not required; many people 
get a concealed carry license af-
ter taking only a four hour lec-
ture class. That is the fastest and 
cheapest way to qualify for a gun 

license, so many people take that 
route. 

The Utah Concealed Carry 
class is four hours long, is given 
in many states, not just Utah, also 
requires no live firing, and enables 
one to carry in about 30 states. It 
is extremely popular because it is 
also very inexpensive. 

If you think that everyone with 
a LTC has had training, training 
in actually shooting, training in 
gun safety, training in the legal 
aspects of firearms you would be 
wrong. The NRA holds the po-
sition that no training should be 
required for someone to own and 
use a gun. Many states have a pro-
cess for licensing gunowners, but 
the requirements are as varied as 
the states.

Your driver’s license works in 
every state, because most people 
drive frequently and so maintain 
the driving skills they have. Most 
gunowners do not go to a range 
and shoot frequently enough to 
keep skills sharp.

Your driver’s license works in 
every state because the roads 
and driving laws are similar in 
all states, so habits will help you 
from one state to another. In every 
state, you drive on the right side 
of the road. In every state, you 
can turn right on red, unless it is 
marked that you can’t. With fire-
arms, what is and isn’t legal varies 
from place to place tremendously, 
and habits from one place will get 
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you into tremendous trouble in 
another. Do you have to retreat, 
if you possibly can, before using 
a gun? States vary widely on that. 
Some states have “castle doctrine” 
laws, some don’t. Some “castle 
doctrine” laws apply only to pri-
vate homes, some to the places 
like business or anyplace you have 
the right to be. Some states pro-
hibit shooting within a certain 
distance of a building, some states 
don’t. In some states a sign “No 
guns allowed” on a business has 
the force of law in other states it is 
a request or a suggestion that can-
not be enforced. Some states allow 
defense of some kinds of property, 
some do not. The differences can 
be extremely subtle but extremely 
important.

Another common argument is 
“The Supreme Court’s Heller de-
cision affirmed that people have 
the right to firearms for self-pro-
tection. One’s right to own a gun 
does not stop at state boundar-
ies, so gunowners should be able 
to move freely between states.” 
Move, perhaps, but what about 
what happens when they use that 
gun? 

What about Shaneen Allen, the 
Pennsylvania woman who was ar-
rested in New Jersey for carrying 
a handgun loaded with hollow-
point bullets? The reciprocal carry 
law might have made her gun legal 
in New Jersey, but what about her 
ammunition? Hollow point bul-
lets are illegal in New Jersey, and 
as I recall she was charged with 
one felony count for each round 
of ammo, so she would have still 
been behind bars. Better that the 
police, prosecutors and courts 
have a little leeway in cases like 

this where an honest mistake has 
been made.

Retired police have had the 
right to carry throughout the US. 
A good idea, as they form an in-
creasing force against terrorists, 
active shooters and others. What 
makes it safe is that they have all 
had police training, police quali-
fication, and years of service to 
make their skills exactly what we 
need. Private citizens do not need 
the same level of training and ex-
perience to be able to carry across 
state lines, but they do need more 
than most gunowners have now.

Visitors ought to be exactly as li-
able for not just legal but also civil 
consequences as people who live 
in the state they are visiting.

Removing the possibility of 
“onerous civil suits” is the wrong 
thing to do. Sometimes, civil suits 
are often the only way for a person 
or a family to get some justice for 
a horrible situation. Say your state 
allows the use of lethal force to 
protect anyone in danger. You and 
your husband have a history of 
loud verbal fights, but no physical 
force. Someone hears you two ar-
guing energetically in a restaurant, 
decides you are in danger, and 
shoots your husband, wounding 
him. The police say the situation 
appeared to be justified, because 
you did seem to be endangered, 
your husband was only wounded, 
and decline to arrest the shooter. 
What recourse do you have? Is 
there any way you can get some 
justice and in some way have neg-
ative consequences for the shoot-
er? Any lawyer will tell you: a civil 
suit against the shooter, claiming 
damages from him. That might 
provide some money for you and 

your family, too, but often finan-
cial gain is not the primary reason 
for that kind of suit.

I have spent years teaching peo-
ple that owning and using a gun 
takes a modicum of training, and 
a lot of responsibility. You are re-
sponsible, morally and ethically, if 
not legally, to be sure you gun is 
not stolen. You are responsible to 
be sure no child ever harms them-
selves or another with your gun. 
You are responsible, every time 
you fire your gun, for everything 
that bullet does from the time it 
leaves the gun until it stops. You 
are responsible to know the laws 
relating to guns, and to follow 
them.

A law that lets people think that 
they can travel freely reduces re-
sponsibility. A law that removes 
the possibility of a civil suit fur-
ther reduces that responsibility.

Here’s a final reason: If con-
cealed carriers get the right to 
travel so freely between states 
open carriers will soon be saying 
the same thing, “Our right doesn’t 
stop at state lines, so if we can 
open carry at home we should be 
able to open carry anywhere.” At 
least make those who carry openly 
at home carry concealed when 
traveling.

I don’t want unknowledge-
able, inexperienced folks who 
have, perhaps, never fired a gun, 
who have had, perhaps, a 4 hour 
lecture about guns, to be able to 
carry concealed in my state. You 
might not want that either.

Editor’s note: The opinions ex-
pressed are the author’s. You can 
contact her at bates_at_aware.org.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

There are pistols that are so 
overlooked it is surprising. The 
Czech CZ pistols ( Ceska Zbrojo-
vka Uhersky Brod) have appeal to 
professionals the world over. The 
CZ 75 is among the most imitated 
pistols in the world. At present no 
clones have equaled the reliability 
and build quality of the original. 

From its introduction, the CZ 
75 has been appreciated by those 
with an eye for mechanical ex-
cellence. The pistol is sometimes 
referred to as a double-action 
Browning High Power. I think 
that those that refer to the pistol 
as a double-action High Power 
pistol are mistaken. The CZ owes 
more to the Petter pistols than 
the Browning. Few pistols today 
do not use the Browning locked 

breech system. The trigger linkage 
and design of the CZ 75 are supe-
rior to the Browning High Pow-
er—and I am a High Power fan. 

I am also pragmatic concerning 

service pistols. The CZ 75 is per-
haps the best service 9mm in the 
world, and if not, then among the 
top two or three. Of all the CZ 
pistols I prefer the CZ P01. The 

CZ P01 is a Great 
Handgun and a 
Good Value

The CZ 9mm PO1 is a well made and reliable handgun. 

The P01 is a fifteen shot 9mm that is much more compact than the 
original CZ75, left, yet it is at least as accurate.
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P01 differs in a number of ways 
from the CZ 75 while maintain-
ing the core advantages that make 
the CZ 75 such a great pistol. The 
P01 was a result of requests for 
a compact pistol for police use. 
The European standard calls for 
a lighter 9mm and this genre in-
cludes the SIG P225 and Glock 
19mm. They are good service pis-
tols but also ideal for all around 
home defense and concealed carry. 

The P01 uses the same short re-
coil operation as the CZ 75. The 
pistol is also a double-action first 
shot type. The P01 uses an alumi-
num frame for light weight. The 
pistol also features a handy frame 
decocker. The original pistol uses 
a safety that allows cocked and 
locked carry and is what is called 
a selective double-action. The CZ 
75 in its original and still current 
rendition requires the hammer 
be manually lowered to make the 
pistol safe. The new design was 
required by the Czech National 
Police.

Most agencies the world over 
will prefer the decocker type ac-
tion. During testing of the P01 
the pistol was fired thousands of 
times without failure. Dry fire and 
decocking the pistol thousands of 
times was executed without any 
type of failure. The CZ P01 was 

also subjected to rigorous safety 
testing without failure or acciden-
tal discharge. Heat and cold test-
ing was also undertaken. When 
the test was completed the CZ 
P01 emerged as one of the most 
reliable handguns on the planet. 

The Czech National Police 

wanted a shortened and light-
ened version of the CZ 75 and the 
new pistol delivered. The result 
is one of the best balanced hand-
guns ever made. The balance and 

heft of the new pistol was supe-
rior, most felt, to the CZ 75. The 
frame is a monolithic design that 

extends to the muzzle. The P01 
features a frame rail for mounting 
combat lights and laser devices. 
Like the original CZ 75, the P01 
pistol uses a double-action trig-
ger system. The first shot is a long 
press that both cocks and drops 
the hammer. The pistol fires and 

the slide cocks the hammer for 
subsequent single-action fire. The 
double-action trigger is smooth 
in operation and the single-action 
trigger breaks at 4.5 pounds clean.  
The P01 retains an important de-
sign feature of the CZ 75 hand-
gun. 

The slide rides inside the frame. 
This means more contact between 
the long bearing surfaces for en-
hanced accuracy. This also means 
that the slide rides lower in the 
frame than most double action 
pistols. The result is less leverage 
for the muzzle to rise. Less muzzle 
flip means greater control. The 
shorter grip of the P01 fits most 
hands well yet retains a 14 round 
magazine. 

Using the CZ P01 is fairly sim-

The CZ RAMI, foreground, is a 
sub-compact 9mm while the 
CZ75 at the rear is a service size 
pistol. The P01, center, is the 
most comfortable size for most 
of us. 

CZ compact handguns fit most hands well. 

This young woman is demon-
strating a perfect firing grip and 
trigger position with the CZ 9mm 
handgun. 
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ple: The slide is locked to the rear 
and a loaded magazine inserted 
into the magazine well; the slide 
lock is released or the rear of the 
slide tugged and released and the 
slide runs forward, loading the 
pistol; the decocker is pressed 
which safely lowers the hammer 
to a preset ready position. It is im-
portant not to manually lower the 
hammer by pressing the trigger 
and controlling the hammer. This 
is less safe and also may not prop-
erly engage the firing pin block. 
The firing pin block or drop safety 
keeps the firing pin locked until 
the trigger is fully pressed to the 
rear. 

The trigger is pressed through 
a long trigger press of about 12 
pounds. This long press both 

TruGlo TruPoint
I have recently added a combination light/laser to the working 

battery of the home. I have tested this light on the Springfield 
Operator, Glock 22C and the P01 with excellent results. TruGlo 

offers good value 
for the price and 
this unit proved 
you do not have 
to pay several 
hundred dol-
lars for a cred-
ible combat light. 
The laser may be 
used for training 
in dry fire as you 
attempt to hold 
the pistol steady 
as the dot races 
about the target. 
The laser may be 
used as an aiming 
device. The illu-
mination is most 

important in my opinion. The laser and the light may be activated 
at the same time or individually. I like this unit a lot. 

cocks and drops the hammer, 
hence the term double-action. 

After the pistol fires the slide 
recoils and cocks the hammer 
for subsequent shots. The trigger 
is pressed to release the hammer 
from its cocked position requiring 
5.5 pounds in the pistol tested. 
Since the trigger does only one 
thing—drops the hammer—the 
trigger action is termed single-ac-
tion. If the pistol is decocked the 
hammer falls and the pistol will 
revert to double-action fire. 

This system allows good safety 
with a smooth double-action first 
shot trigger for close range work 
but allows excellent accuracy with 
the single-action option. The ham-
mer may be cocked for a deliber-
ate single-action trigger press if the 
target is at longer handgun range. 

The pistol illustrated has been 
fired extensively and proven com-
pletely reliable with no failures to 
feed during the course of firing 
over 2,000 9mm cartridges. The 
pistol has never failed to feed, 
chamber, fire or eject. 

The pistol has also proven accu-
rate with a wide variety of ammu-

(Shot with remote camera) the TruGlo combat 
light offers real combat utility.

In this illustration the CZ pistol is in the single-action mode. Note light 
rail.
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nition. A note on accuracy--when 
firing from a solid benchrest fir-
ing position over a sandbag with 
plenty of time to fire the author 
may demonstrate a group that 
will place five shots into less than 

three inches at a long 25 yards. A 
trained shooter or competitor may 
demonstrate this type of accuracy. 
A shooter that is beginning/pro-
ficient, where most young and 
trained shooters fall, may demon-
strate a group of four inches off 
the benchrest at 15 yards. This is 
interesting but combat shooting 
and control is what really matters. 
A shooter that is able to place ten 
rounds into four inches offhand at 
ten yards is capable. Benchrest ac-
curacy is a means of testing both 
the handgun and the ammunition 
but not the best gauge of combat 
accuracy. 

For this review I fired a good 
quantity of Black Hills Ammuni-
tion 115-grain FMJ remanufac-
tured ammunition. This is an af-
fordable and high quality training 
resource. I drew the pistol from a 
DM Bullard inside the waistband 
holster, my preferred carry rig, 
during most of the testing. The 
pistol’s well shaped grip offers a 
sharp draw. 

Drawing and firing at man-sized 
silhouette targets at 5-, 7- and 
10-yards, the pistol gave excellent 

Accuracy testing, five-shot groups, 25 yards
Load      Average group
Black Hills Ammunition 
115-gr. FMJ REMAN     3.0”
Black Hills Ammunition 124-gr. JHP    2.25”
Fiocchi 124-grain Extrema     2.25”
Fiocchi 147-grain JHP    2.6”
Hornady 115-grain FTX Critical Defense  2.5”
Hornady 135-grain FlexLok +P   2.4”
Winchester 115-grain FMJ steel case  3.25”
Winchester 124-grain PDX +P   2.2”

results. First shot hit probability is 
enhanced by a smooth trigger and 
the pistol’s excellent sights are eas-
ily acquired in high speed drills. 
Control in rapid fire is good. 
The controls are well laid out for 

rapid manipulation and magazine 
changes are sharp and efficient. 
With a combination of good con-
trol, the ideal balance, and good 
combat accuracy it would be hard 

to recommend a better 9mm pis-
tol for all around use. 

CZ fans—and I am among 
them—claim the P01 by virtue 
of its monolithic construction is 
more accurate than the original 
CZ 75. After much experience 
with both types I tend to agree. I 
fired the CZ P01 for accuracy, fir-
ing two five shot groups with each 
load and found the pistol more 
than accurate enough for any fore-
seeable need. Be certain to choose 
a quality hollow point bullet for 
personal defense use. 

The P01 is not only my favor-
ite CZ pistol but the single 9mm 
I carry most often. The pistol is 
rugged, ergonomic, accurate and 
most of all reliable. This just may 
be the best buy on the market in a 
service grade 9mm handgun. 

W&G
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guration Day came around, peo-
ple gathered around big screens in 
the press room and on the floor to 
watch the proceedings and cheers 
were heard when the new presi-
dent was sworn in. It was quite the 
experience.

Some new guns were making 
news. The Hudson H9 captured 
considerable buzz as a low bore 
axis, polymer-framed pistol with 
1911 fit and trigger design and 
double stack capacity of 15 plus 
one. Due to a mix-up on the com-

pany’s ammo supply on media 
day, they had to ration people to 
5 rounds each to test fire it and 
they had no control over the type 
of rounds they could find to feed 
through it. A bit more of a trial 
by fire than Hudson was hoping 
for at their debut of the product. 
I found it very controllable with a 
good reach to the trigger and good 

By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor
Photos by Tom Walls

After several years in a row at 
the Sands Convention Center in 
Las Vegas, the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) has 
SHOT Show down to a science. 
It starts with the media day at the 
range and goes on into the show 
itself, four days of a vast array of 
products to view and consider as 
well as old friends to connect with 

and new friends to make. This 
year’s show boasted higher atten-
dance than last year with 65,000 
people counted. Not quite the 
record of a couple years past of 
67,000, but close. The feeling on 
the floor this year was remarkably 
calmer and more hopeful because 
of the change in political climate 
after the last election. When Inau-

trigger feel. This one has promise.
Colt has a new revolver harken-

ing back to their golden days of 
the snake series revolvers in the 
snub-nosed Cobra 5-shot in .38 
special. They have improved the 
trigger to take a lot of the stack 
out (noticeable stiffening toward 
the end of the trigger press). With 
stout +P rounds, it was still very 
easy to shoot and could be a viable 
choice for a revolver carry gun for 
anyone.

Walther is coming out with the 

Creed, a 9mm polymer gun with 
a lot of features for about $400. 
It offers 16 round capacity stan-
dard and a 10 round version for 
restricted states.

Remington is also debuting 
their full sized, high capacity (18 + 
1) polymer 9mm, the RP9. It has 
a reduced circumference grip that 
allows good trigger reach for even 

SHOT Show 2017: 
A Whole Lotta NEW Stuff!

Kimber’s Micro 9 in Sapphire, Raptor and Belair options is a micro 1911 in 9mm caliber.

Women&Guns®
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small hands and has a reasonable 
MSRP of $489.

Smith & Wesson has rede-
signed the M&P to have a much-
improved trigger, clean and crisp 
with a distinct re-set right out 
of the box. This makes a good 
all-around gun even better and 
should gain traction with enthu-
siasts in short order.

Kimber now has their revolver, 
the K6, in stainless. This com-
pact 6-shooter has a great trig-
ger and is controllable even with 
.357magnum loads. It, too, is a 
good revolver for concealed carry. 
Also available is their Micro 9, the 
9mm version of their Micro .380. 
It is now available in several at-
tractive designer finishes, includ-
ing the Belair for those who love 
the Tiffany look.

IWI is offering their Jericho pis-
tols in a nice kit that includes a 
holster, double magazine pouch, 
Maglula loading device, and 
cleaning kit with the gun for $699 
for the polymer frame pistol kit 
and $779 for an all steel pistol kit.

For those looking for a micro 
sized gun at an entry level price, 
Taurus is offering the Spectrum 
for around $300. Also SCCY has 
the CPX 2 in 9mm in a mind-
boggling array of colors for an 
MSRP of $312.

In long guns, Springfield Ar-
mory is debuting The Saint, a very 
well made and shootable AR15 
for an MSRP of $899.

Cobalt Kinetics has a very light-
weight AR15. Their Edge is de-
signed with competition shooting 
in mind. The piston action is very 
smooth. They will build one for 
you in your choice of rifle calibers.

Also stylish is Unique ARs. They 
offer super lightweight hand-
guards machined in a variety of 

GUNS

Colt’s new Cobra revolver is 
shown beside their 1911.

The Hudson pistol is 
designed to sit low to 
the hand, making it 
very controllable.

Smith & Wesson has reworked their popular M&P. The M2.0 has a 
cleaner, crisper trigger with a distinct reset and a rail built into the 
frame.
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patterns with the color finish you 
specify to add some serious visual 
appeal to your AR build. They can 
build a gun to your specifications 
or you can choose from their com-
ponents to dress up your own gun.

More shotguns are now being 
offered in interesting configura-
tions. Adler Arms of Turkey had 
lever action shotguns as well as 
AR15-style shotguns in 12, 20 
gauge or .410 bore. These looked 
like they would be a lot of fun to 
shoot.

This year, I wanted to look at 
protective gear, storage options 
and clothing as well.

There were lots of purses and 
bags offered for off body carry. 
Gun Tote’n Mamas has added 
to their line of purses with some 
beautiful choices. Also, designed 
in collaboration with Vickie Far-
nam and utilizing Claudia Ch-
isholm’s many years of experience 
in luggage design, a new rolling 
range bag is coming out that will 
be just the ticket to organize your 
range gear. It has many compart-
ments for neatly stowing away 
guns, ammo, cleaning kits, ear and 
eye protection, trauma kit, hats 
and anything else you might find 
rattling around in that dump style 
duffel you may be hauling. For a 
bit extra, a set of bags and boxes 
made of matching nylon fabric are 
available to customize your orga-
nization even further. The quilted 
nylon exterior is available in black 
for those with simple tastes or 
some pretty prints to style it up. 
If you want to go high end, brown 
distressed leather is available for 
about double the price. Claudia 
has built it with big nylon wheels, 
a heavy-duty handle and an easy-
clean reinforced bottom to take 
the abuse of rolling around on 

More GUNS

Above: Springfield’s Saint is a 
nicely priced AR15 rifle that’s 
well made and accurate. Right: 
author’s 100-yard target with the 
Saint.

Adler Arms has lever action shotguns in 12 and 20 gauge or .410 bore.

outdoor as well as indoor ranges. 
I hope to be testing one soon in 
the wilds of soggy, muddy western 
Washington to see how it holds 
up to abuse. More to come on this 
item.

Gun Tote’n Mamas has designed 
a beautiful, one-of-a-kind couture 
purse in genuine ostrich and Ital-
ian calfskin to be auctioned off 
with proceeds to go to Wounded 
Warrior Project. Go to their site 
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online and find the link to bid on 
this gorgeous piece and benefit a 
worthy cause. Claudia wants to 
periodically offer auction pieces 
for charity benefits in the future 
as well.

VooDoo Tactical had some nice 
bags to organize first aid supplies. 
Their backpacks are available in 
a number of sizes and are offered 
with some nice colored stitching 
for women. Of particular interest 
was the Tobago book pack that 
they offer with a choice of ballistic 
protection panels that can protect 
the wearer in the event of an active 
shooter attack. It is set up to be 
held in front like a shield as well 
as worn on the back. This should 
give students and their families 
some peace of mind when they 
venture into those gun-free learn-
ing centers.

Another company offering bal-
listic panel book packs is Guard 
Dog SecurityBullet Proof. Their 
packs are designed to look like any 
book pack out there to blend in. 
They also have colorful holsters to 
disguise pepper sprays and stun-
ning devices that don’t look like 
what they are..

In holsters and belts, BladeTech 
has a carry belt in their line of 
products that comes in black or tan 
web, or black leather for a dressier 
look. They are cut to fit, attach 
the buckle, and use the ratcheting 
fastening system to customize fit 
in quarter-inch increments so you 
can go over layers of clothing and/
or go light depending on the sea-
son (or what you had for dinner 
the night before class).

Crossbreed has a lighter dress 
gunbelt that is reversible from 
brown leather to black leather 
with a twist of the buckle. They 
are offering heavier belts for range 

More GUNS

Kiesha at Cobalt Kinetics shows 
me the demo of their piston ac-
tion compared to a standard one. 
Cobalt’s is much smoother.

The Taurus Spectrum is a small 
.380 pistol that comes in a num-
ber of color options and has 
sleek styling.

Unique ARs built this gun with custom colors and designs. They have 
many designs to choose from in components and can help you make 
your AR build distinctly your own.

The Walther Creed is easy 
shooting for a reasonable 
price.

IWI offers their Jericho pistols in 
a kit that includes the gun, hol-
ster, double magazine pouch, Ma-
glula loader and cleaning kit all in 
one box for a good price.
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wear, too. Always amenable to 
consumer feedback, they took my 
recommendations on fitting belts 
for women including offering a 
contour belt and one with a re-
movable buckle so a custom buck-
le can be used instead. Be looking 
for more belt offerings from this 
popular holster maker.

Some emerging holster com-
panies in the SHOT Show Next 
area caught my attention. Talon 
Holsters has some nice pocket 
holsters and clip-style belt holsters 
in leather that are well made and 
reasonable in price. Urban Carry 
holsters has reworked their deep 
front pocket system that conceals 
well and uses a pull up tab to ac-
cess the gun. It now has a magnet 
to aid in gun retention until the 
gun is drawn. Clinger Holsters 
has some sturdy Kydex holsters 
including their innovative take on 
the leather/Kydex hybrid inside 
the waistband rig.

In storage systems, Hornady 
has some new wall mount storage 
brackets for AR rifles and shotguns 
with their RFID entry or back-up 
key. Stanley has some nice smaller 
storage vaults with biometric en-
try. Their rep gave me an excel-
lent review of optical versus swipe 
biometric systems that was very 
educational. GunVault is also of-
fering some nice AR wall mount 
units. Cannon Security Products 
is marketing a medicine cabinet 
locking box for securing prescrip-
tion meds from theft. This could 
be vital, especially for those cop-
ing with chronic pain, to seeing 
that medication gets to its in-
tended user instead of falling vic-
tim to thieves. Tactical Walls has 
some locking hide-in-plain-sight 
furniture options for the home 
that can keep a gun secured and 

Carry Options

Blade Tech has new, infinitely adjustable gunbelts in black or tan web-
bing or black leather for a dressier look.

Clinger Holsters has 
a unique take on the 
hybrid Kydex/leath-
er inside the waist-
band holster.

Author spoke at 
length to Cross-
breed Holsters 
rep about the new 
belts they were of-
fering. The revers-
ible dress belt in 
my hand is black 
on one side and 
brown on the other 
and has a sleek, 
dressy buckle.

Guard Dog’s bal-
listic panel book 
packs would blend 
in anywhere.
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More Carry Options

Claudia Chisholm of Gun Tote’n 
Mamas shows off her new rolling 
range bag she designed in col-
laboration with Vickie Farnam.

This beautiful couture handbag 
from Gun Tote’n Mamas is one of 
a kind in genuine ostrich and Ital-
ian calfskin. It is being auctioned 
off soon on their website with 
proceeds to go to Wounded War-
rior Project.

Roma Leathers offers a wide va-
riety of carry purses and packs at 
bargain prices.

Quick Draw Holster Lubricant 
promises to clean and slick up 
Kydex or leather holsters without 
harming them for faster draws.

Talon Holsters offer nice leather 
pocket or belt holsters at a good 
price.

Urban Carry has several 
sizes available to secure 
guns in a deep conceal-
ment pouch that is ac-
cessed by pulling on a 
belt tab to bring the gun 
up to the hand.

Yolanda Johnston of Major Sur-
plus & Survival shows off Voo-
doo Tactical’s Tobago book pack 
that has a choice of ballistic pan-
els that can be added. It is set up 
to hold as a shield in front as well 
as worn on the back. The packs 
have colorful decorative stitch-
ing.
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close by anywhere in the house. 
For full sized gun safes, Reed Cus-
tom Safes has a nifty sliding rack 
system to hold any size guns in 
easy to access pull out racks that 
maximize use of your safe’s capac-
ity, interior space usage.

5.11 has some very attractive 
jackets and shirts in their expand-
ing women’s line. I particularly 
liked the pretty plaid shirts. Girls 
with Guns has some nice t-shirts 
as well as hunting clothing for 
women. For men and women that 
want rugged outdoor work cloth-
ing that can conceal a firearm, we 
found some nice things at Kakadu 
Trading. Their clothes are very 
sturdy with reinforced stitching 
to support the built-in holster sys-
tem and distribute weight to avoid 
sagging that can give away the fact 
that you have a gun in your pock-
et.

Ear and eye protection are im-
portant shooting adjuncts. Peltor 
has some digital active hearing 
muffs with excellent sound qual-
ity that muffle gunfire and allow 
you to hear conversation without 
the cutting out that makes it hard 
to understand what’s said on an 
active shooting line. They have 
also designed some wrap around 
eye protection that has very thin, 
flat and flexible ear pieces to 
fit snugly under muffs without 
breaking the seal. SportEar has in-
the-ear active hearing protection 
that protects from gunfire and en-
hances other sound for those that 
don’t want muffs on their heads. 
These units can be done for an in-
dividual hearing loss prescription, 
if desired, for the price of regular 
hearing aids. They would be ideal 
for hunting or any outdoor activ-

Clothing

5.11 has some at-
tractive, sporty 
jackets and shells 
to wear while 
shooting.

Here are some of the 
outdoor workwear 
products from Ka-
kadu Traders Austra-
lia that can conceal 
firearms and look 
good in the process.

Girls With Guns has 
some nice looking 
hunting and casual 
clothing for women.
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ity that could benefit from sound 
control.

A product I found interest-
ing is Quick Draw. This holster 
lubricant works on both Kydex 
and leather without harming ei-
ther. The silicon and lanolin spray 
cleans out gunk and makes it easi-
er to draw your gun quickly while 
maintaining your holsters reten-
tion quality. I’ve got a few holsters 
I’m going to try this stuff on.

Another great idea comes 
from Swab Its’®. These reusable 
sponge cleaning heads come in a 
bunch of calibers. They soak up 
cleaning solution and distribute 
it evenly in the barrel then come 

back to swab up all the dirt once 
you’ve brushed. They have little 
nook and cranny swabs that are 
perfect for getting into slide rails 
and under extractors. A special 
swab works in the notches of your 
AR bolt to get those teeth cleaned 
up easily. To clean the Swab-Its, 
soak them in dishwashing liquid 
and water, squeeze out the dirt, 
rinse and blot dry on paper tow-
els. Each swab lasts for about 10 
to 15 uses they claim. We’ll be 
giving these a try as well.

This year’s SHOT Show went 
by quickly and, as usual, we 
missed a few things we wanted 
to see and saw some things we 
hadn’t expected to see. I hope to 
be getting a closer look at some 
of the products highlighted here 
and pass along what I learn to 
readers.

W&G

Extra Gear

These pepper sprays from Guard 
Dog don’t look like protective 
gear.

SportEar makes both 
in the ear and over 
the ear hearing pro-
tection and can even 
make hearing aid 
units with your pre-
scription.

Author tries out Peltor’s digital 
technology hearing protection. 
The sound quality is excellent 
and the muffs are cut for use with 
a long gun.

Swab-Its® foam cleaning tips 
come in many calibers and are 
reusable up to 15 times after 
cleaning in dishwashing liquid 
and water.

Peltor offers these shooting 
glasses that have very thin, flex-
ible ear pieces to fit under muffs 
without breaking the seal. They 
are available in clear, yellow or 
gray separately or in sets with all 
3 colors.

See SHOT Show
Safes, Page 37
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The US .30 caliber M1 carbine 
was the first of a modern class of 
lightweight personal defense weap-
ons firing a mid-range cartridge. 
The carbine was intended to arm 
officers in place of the pistol they 
normally carried, and also to arm 
drivers and others that could not 
be encumbered with the full size 
battle rifle. It was intended for use 
within 100 yards or so. The car-
bine is a handy weapon that does 
not get in the way of other duties, 
such as driving a tank, manning 
a radio post or serving as an am-
munition bearer. The idea was 
that the carbine gives soldiers an 
edge over a pistol. Unlike previous 
carbines it was not simply a short 
rifle that fired the same cartridge 
as the full power battle rifle but 

The .30 Carbine:
A Fun Gun for 
Serious Use

rather it fired a smaller cartridge 
and carried more rounds. 

For comparison, the M1 Ga-
rand .30-06 with a 150-grain bul-
let yields 2700 fps, while an M1 
carbine with a 110-grain bullet 
has 2000 fps.

What makes the .30 caliber car-
bine an ideal defense rifle today 
is that the original intent was for 

the rifle to be suitable to face an 
unexpected attack. Troops in the 
rear area could easily keep a car-
bine handy. The carbine is easily 
brought into action quickly and a 
fast number of shots may be fired. 
Today the modern Auto Ord-

nance carbine may be kept handy 
in the home or in the vehicle and 
it handles brilliantly quickly. Not 

This image pretty well sums it up—a hap-
py shooter with the M1 carbine, preparing 
to blast a Zombie Industries target. 

This original .30 carbine is a great piece of history and a fine shooter. 
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only that--the .30 caliber carbine 
is a wonderful fun gun for recre-
ational use. Both muzzle blast and 
recoil are less than the AR 15 rifle 
as an example. While the AR 15 
is a fine rifle, the .30 carbine is as 
well. I recommend the new pro-
duction Auto Ordnance for the 

simple reason that it is a new rifle 
and proven reliable. You cannot 
count on the condition of a vin-
tage rifle but just the same many 
are still reliable, and when new 
there was no more reliable light 
semi-automatic rifle.  

The M1 carbine weighs but 
5 pounds. My Colt AR 15 SO-
COM with 16-inch barrel weighs 
7.5 pounds without optics. The 
carbine handles very quickly due 
to this light weight. The .30 car-
bine is easily shouldered with a 
good sling. During World War II 
and Korea the carbine was pressed 
into service on a greater scale than 
anyone had imagined in 1940 
when it was conceived. 

The carbine vied with the sub-
machine gun for the lead in short-
range firepower, but it never re-
placed the pistol or submachine 
gun, although it was in greater 
use than either. The .30 caliber 
carbine has a charming period 
look with the exposed barrel and 
short stock typical of carbines of 

the day. However, the .30 carbine 
was the first true low maintenance 
US Military firearm and also the 
first used exclusively with non-

corrosive ammunition. The rifle 
definitely survived well in the long 
haul. The rifle is still in use in Isra-
el with second line support troops 
and is a common rifle carried by 
tour guides. 

The .30 caliber carbine features 
a bolt handle that is easily grasped 
for cocking the rifle and racking 
the bolt. The 15-round magazine 

is easily locked in place and may be 
switched for another rapidly. I or-
dered several 15-round magazines 
from brownells.com and they have 
given good results. There are also 
aftermarket 30-round magazines 
available but I have yet to see one 
that was completely reliable. They 
are best avoided. 

The aperture sights and bold 
front post of the carbine are easily 
picked up and give good results in 
rapid combat fire and accurate fire 
to 100 yards. The carbine was in-
tended for personal defense rather 
than offensive use as most military 
rifles are, and this short range de-
sign parameter may seem to give 
us a short change in terminal bal-
listics. 

This isn’t really true as the .30 
carbine has more energy than 
many .357 Magnum revolver 
loads. It simply suffers in com-
parison to full-power battle car-
tridges. Dealing with sappers; pre-
venting a machine gun position 
from being overrun; a tank being 
charged by grenadiers, or an of-
ficer defending himself, were the 
scenarios in mind when designers 
conceived the carbine. 

The .30 caliber carbine fires 
a 110-grain bullet at a nominal 
2000 fps. Buffalo Bore Ammu-
nition offers a full-power carbine 
load that clocks greater than 2000 
fps and which gives superb accu-

The .30 carbine is light, handy, reliable and powerful.

The .30 carbine is a light kicker. 

Hornady offers both FMJ practice 
ammunition and the Critical De-
fense home defense loading.

.30 Carbine
Continued on Page 34
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Article & Photos
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Handgun popularity is cyclic, 
and according to some people 
attending this year’s Shooting, 
Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show in Las Vegas in 
January, the cycle has started 
turning back towards revolvers, 
the “wheelgun” that so dominated 
the sidearm world a generation or 
so ago.

To be fair, revolvers never really 
vanished entirely from the self-
defense scene, but in recent years 
they have been overshadowed by 
various whiz-bang semi-autos 
ranging from full size to compact 
models. But it just might be that 
the glamour of those guns is 
starting to wear.

Colt is back in a big way with 
its reincarnation of the Cobra. 
Ruger has introduced a model of 
the Redhawk in .357 Magnum 
that carries eight rounds in the 
cylinder, and a five-round GP100 
chambered for the .44 Special. 
Smith & Wesson has unveiled 
the Model 69 Combat Master in 
.44 Magnum, and it’s a handful, 
while their Performance Center 
Model 642 in .38 Special is bound 
to turn heads. Even Kimber is 
continuing to produce a revolver, 
now in its second year, although 
the company made its reputation 
with semi-auto pistols based on 
the Model 1911 platform.

Revolvers are certainly part of 
Americana. From the legendary 

Revolvers Making ‘Comeback’…Again

Walker Colt and the later 
Dragoon, through the Remington 
and Colt percussion revolvers of 
the Civil War era, the Colt SAA 

and big Smith & Wesson cartridge 
sixguns, to the present day, the 
wheelgun has been part of the 
nation’s history.

Their effectiveness has rarely 

been questioned, and in the 
proper calibers, their knockdown 
capability is well recorded. 

General George S. Patton 

became famous not only for his 
brilliance on the battlefield in 
WWII, but also for the ivory-
handled revolvers–a single-action 
nickel-plated and engraved Colt 

Women&Guns®

Ruger’s LCR in .327 Federal Magnum is one of several popular 
revolvers now on the market.

Colt has resurrected and updated the classic Cobra revolver, 
chambered for the .38 Special. It was just introduced at the SHOT 
Show in January.
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SAA and an early model S&W 
.357 Magnum–he carried. 

Old West gunslingers James 
Butler “Wild Bill” Hickok, Wyatt 
Earp, John Henry “Doc” Holliday, 
William Barclay “Bat” Masterson 
and their contemporaries made 

their bones with single-action 
sixguns.

It may, or may not, have been 
Patton who once observed that a 
semi-auto is a two-part gun that 
requires a magazine, while all 
that is needed to make a revolver 
function is loose ammunition. 
Pretty hard to argue that, although 
there are surely devotees to the 
Government Model 1911 semi-
auto that swear it was and remains 
the finest combat pistol on the 
planet. 

Still, for the person who is 
interested in simplicity and ease 
of handling, a five-shot .38 Special 
from S&W, Taurus, Ruger or 
Charter Arms is pretty difficult to 
beat. Unless you choose a six-shot 
.38 Special such as the Cobra, 
an older model Colt Detective 
Special or Diamondback, or a 

Model 10 or 13 S&W; they’re all 
proven defensive sidearms.

The .357 Magnum turned the 
revolver into a powerhouse back in 
1935, and the later arrivals of the 
.44 Magnum and .41 Magnum 
from S&W, Ruger and others 

further enshrined the wheelgun as 
part of American lore. 

One mustn’t overlook revolvers 
chambered for the .32 H&R 
Magnum and the .327 Federal 
magnum cartridges, either. Both 
are potent small game rounds 
that can double for self-defense, 
and there are currently revolvers 
chambered for both cartridges.

For novices, many firearms 
instructors – not “trainers” – favor 
the revolver. It’s a good teaching 
tool that so rarely malfunctions it 
is nearly unheard of. Students can 
get the hang of a revolver pretty 
quickly, and it doesn’t take a 
great deal of strength or dexterity 
to load a revolver and make 
it function. Many of the best 
handgun shooters started learning 
with revolvers before graduating 
to semi-autos.

 Handgun hunters and silhouette 
shooters have turned revolvers 
into precision devices. Every bullet 
manufacturer on the map offers 
various projectiles to fit virtually 
every revolver cartridge that one 
might care to reload, and the 
folks at Starline Brass are certain 
to have brand new cartridge cases 
ready for producing one’s own 
ammunition.

 With the advent of speed loaders 
and speed strips, carrying double-
action revolvers as defensive 
tools has made quick reloading 
easy. There are also some people 
who carry single-action sixguns 
for personal protection, and 
chambered for such stalwart 
cartridges as the .44 Special or .45 
Colt, they are rather formidable. 

Another factor in the current 
“revival” of revolvers is cost. 
Compared to some of the more 
popular semi-auto pistols, a 
revolver can be a bargain. In 
today’s economy, that is no small 
consideration.

Good holsters are abundant, 
and folks who visit gun shows or 
their nearest gun shops might find 
good deals on used revolvers. 

One probably cannot explain 
why handgun popularity runs 
in cycles, but it does. That’s why 
revolvers may go out of vogue, but 
they never go out of service. So 
long as there is a need for defensive 
sidearms, there will be a place for 
the revolver. Whether used for 
personal protection, predator 
control, hunting, target shooting 
or even competition, the revolver 
has hardly worn out its welcome 
on the American landscape. 

It appears that a new crop has 
arrived to carry on the tradition. 

W&G

Chambered for the .44 Special is Ruger’s latest rendition of the GP100 
revolver.
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When Is It Time?

By Karen L MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

“Stranger pause as you pass by,
As you are now, so once was I,
As I am now, so shall you be,

Prepare in death to follow me.”
—Old Grave Stone Inscription

The aging process can be kind 
or cruel. Unfeeling young people 
will complain that old people 
are in the way, or are stupid, or 
don’t understand anything. They 
have no time for the eldery. They 
never think that someday, if they 
live long enough, they too will 
become old. Those in the middle 
years watch their parents deterio-
rate. Eventually the role of child 
and parent reverses and the adult 
child becomes the responsible 
party. They have the worst of both 
worlds. Their children are too 
young to take care of themselves 
and their parents are too old. One 
day they look at a police officer 

and think, “That police officer 
looks like a kid!” Without real-
izing it, they have reached their 
grandparents’ age. The shared life 
experiences of their generation 
become notations in a history 
book; not something experienced, 
but something read about. When 
Donald Trump runs for a second 
term, people who were not born 
at the time of the World Trade 
Center attack on 9-11, will be 
able to vote. 

With age comes failing hearing 
and eye sight. Some will have hand 
tremors, others will have back or 
joint pain. Some become frail and 
need wheelchairs to get around or 
oxygen to breath. Our reflexes get 
slower as does, for many, the abil-
ity to remember things. About a 
quarter of the population over 80 
will have some form of dementia. 
That is a medical term meaning a 
decline in mental ability that im-
pacts our ability to care for our-
selves. On the other hand, three 
quarters of the population over 
80, will not have dementia and 
many who stay active will be just 
fine into their mid to late 90s.

All people, regardless of age, 
wish to be treated with respect. If 
you want to help someone, start 
by treating them with respect. If 
you need help, be kind to those 
trying to help you. Treat them 
with respect even when you dis-
agree with them. They do not 
have to help you. 

Senior gunowners have some 
unique problems. They need to 
ask themselves, “What will hap-
pen to my guns if I downsize, go 

into a nursing home or am unable 
to care for them properly?”

Federal law prohibits someone 
from owning a gun if that person 
has been committed to a mental 
institution. The standard for be-
ing committed is that a judge 
finds that you are a threat to your-
self or others. Life can be frustrat-
ing; but, don’t go around being 
angry with everyone or writing 
angry or threatening letters. The 
only person you hurt is yourself. 
What seems “tough” for a twenty-
year-old seems like dementia in a 
seventy year old.

A less well known provision 
in the law prohibits people who 
may not have been committed 
to an institution but who have 
been found “incompetent” from 
possessing a gun. Federal regula-
tions define “incompetent” as be-
ing incapable of handling one’s 
own finances. Such a finding does 
not require that a person be dan-
gerous. A conservator could be 
placed over a person who, left on 
his own, is a spendthrift who gives 
money to every charity that comes 
along. Such a person may be safe 
with a gun but he is prohibited 
from owning firearms because he 
is unable to manage money. On 
the other hand, someone who is 
capable of handling money could 
be a sociopath who wants to kill 
people for the fun of it; but, if that 
person has never been committed 
to a mental institution or convict-
ed of a crime, then he or she is not 
disqualified from owning a gun.

A court determines that some-
one is incompetent if it appoints 
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a guardian or conservator for that 
person. A determination without 
a court hearing, however, might be 
made an agency that feels that the 
person needs “help” managing his 
or her money. The Veterans’ and 
Social Security Administrations 
are often involved with such de-
terminations. Both of these agen-
cies have “representative payee” 
or “rep-payee” programs. Under 
those programs a person who is 
entitled to money from the agency 
is not paid directly. The benefit is 
paid to a third party who “helps” 
the beneficiary manage the money 
paid by the agency. A determina-
tion to appoint a rep-payee may 
be made by the agency on its own. 
It could be triggered by a friend 
or relative making a request on 
the behalf of a person who is hav-
ing problems or by a request from 
the person him or herself. In the 
case of the VA, the appointment 
of a rep-payee will be reported to 
the FBI along with a statement 
that the VA has determined the 
person to be incompetent. That 
report will result in the person be-
ing added to the national instant 
background check list as a person 
disqualified from owning guns. 
Although the Social Security 
Agency has not, as of this writing, 
been reporting beneficiaries with 
rep-payees to the FBI, such re-
porting could happen at any time.

Incompetency does not have 
to be permanent. For example, 
someone who had a stroke might 
be incapacitated for the first few 
months and need help managing 
money. Stroke victims often make 
recoveries. If the person’s incom-
petency was reported to the FBI, 
the person who has recovered 
must apply for a relief from dis-
ability to restore his or her right 

to own a firearm. This is a differ-
ent section of the law from that 
requesting relief from a criminal 
disqualification. Although the re-
lief program for incapacity is still 
funded, it is grossly underfunded. 
It is not uncommon for the agen-
cy to take well over a year just to 
read the file, let alone acting on it. 

For these reasons, gunowners 
planning for their senior years 
need to plan for their own care 
without involving courts or gov-
ernment agencies. By doing that, 
they may avoid triggering a fed-
eral disqualification from owning 
guns. Such plans, however, will 
not work if the gunowner is un-
realistic about his or her ability 
to care for him or herself. If the 
gunowner fails to recognize his 
or her own limitations, then the 
chances are high that others will 
take steps to have a court impose a 
conservator.

Life expectancy in the United 
States is about 81.2 years for 
women and 76.4 years for men. 
This is an average. If you are in 
good health at 70, you have a 
reasonable expectation of living 
at least another 16 years. The 
number of people reaching 100 
in the United States is growing. 
The downside of living longer is 
that more people are apt to reach 
a state of physical or mental dete-
rioration that prevents them from 
independent living. 

You need to think about setting 
up a plan for your own care while 
you are healthy. One of the best 
tools to use is a durable power 
of attorney. This is a legal docu-
ment that allows you (called “the 
principal”) to give some other 
person (called “the agent”) the 
legal authority to act on your be-
half with third parties. Unlike the 

court-appointed conservator, the 
agent must carry out your wishes 
as long as those wishes are ratio-
nal and can be expressed. The 
agent is not free to act on his or 
her own concept of what is best. 
Traditionally, common law held 
that an agency ended if the princi-
pal became incompetent because 
an incompetent person could not 
give guidance to his or her agent. 
Most, if not all states, have en-
acted legislation creating the “du-
rable power of attorney (DPOA).” 
This document is created with the 
specific intent that it will continue 
in force if the principal becomes 
incompetent or incapacitated. 

The durable power of attorney 
lets you determine who will take 
care of your affairs if you are alive 
but incapacitated or incompetent. 
It permits you to be in control as 
long as you are able to be. When 
the time comes that you can no 
longer express coherent wishes, 
the agent is obligated to try to run 
your affairs in a manner consistent 
with how you would have wanted 
them conducted. Most states will 
allow you to change the agent 
named in you power of attorney 
long after the courts might find 
you incompetent for the purpose 
of conducting business or enter-
ing into a contract.

With a DPOA, the agent can 
access bank accounts; open or 
close accounts; possess, sell or buy 
property; and do just about any-
thing the you could do. Clearly 
the agent picked must be trust-
worthy and willing to do the job. 
If guns are involved, the agent 
should be able to legally possess 
guns. Although they do not need 
to be currently licensed to own 
guns if your state requires a li-
cense, they should not be disquali-
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fied from possessing a license. The 
time might come when some gov-
ernment body will refuse to renew 
the license you need to possess a 
particular kind of gun; but, that 
does not mean that you cannot 
say where those guns will go. If 
you determine that they must be 
sold, you are entitled to the finan-
cial benefit of the sale.

Everyone should have a DPOA 
because you never know when you 
might suffer an injury or contract 
a disease which is so incapacitat-
ing that you may not be able to 
take care of your own affairs. Cre-
ating a DPOA will not cause you 
to be disqualified from owning 
firearms. It will allow minor im-
pairments to be managed without 
triggering government involve-
ment. 

If you become incapacitated for 
any reason, and you do not have a 
DPOA, and you are incapable of 
making your wishes known, then 
those who are trying to care for 
you may have to seek a guardian-
ship or conservatorship from the 
court in order to provide certain 
types of medical care for you or 
to engage in financial transactions 
needed to care for you or your 
property. If the guardianship or 
conservatorship is granted, then 
you would become disqualified 
from owning firearms under fed-
eral law. 

Likewise, if for any reason, you 
consent to having a “rep-payee” 
designated to receive VA benefits 
on your behalf, and possibly So-
cial Security benefits in the fu-
ture, you will become disquali-
fied from owning firearms under 
federal law. That disqualification 
continues even if the rep-payee 
authority is removed unless steps 
are also taken to have you name 

removed from the federal instant 
background check list of people 
disqualified from having a gun.. 

So what should you do if you 
need help paying your bills? As 
part of your self-care plan you can 
open a checking account separate 
from your savings account into 
which your pension or govern-
ment payments will be automati-
cally deposited (something that 
the government now almost uni-
versally requires). You may then 
either provide the bank with a 
copy of your DPOA showing who 
has authority to withdraw money 
for you; or, make the account a 
joint one with the person you 
want to have access to your money 
to pay your bills. The danger of a 
joint account is that the creditors 
of the person whose name you 
placed on the account might try 
to take your money for the other 
person’s debt. It is better to have 
a lawyer draw up DPOA. You 
would then have your agent listed 
as a signatory (not an owner) on 
your checking account. This gives 
your agent access to your income 
to pay bills but makes access to 
your savings unnecessary for your 
immediate care. It also leaves you, 
and not the other person, in con-
trol of your money. 

Because a bank or other finan-
cial institution will want to see the 
original DPOA before it accepts 
your agent as having authority to 
act for you, you can restrict your 
agent’s power by keeping control 
of the original document un-
til such time as it is needed. You 
might place the original or a du-
plicate original with your lawyer, 
or someone you trust who has not 
been named as agent. That person 
would be instructed to turn the 
original over to the agent should 

the need arise. Clearly the person 
you name as agent needs to know 
that he or she has been named. 
The agent also needs to know 
where the original document can 
be found. You need to discuss this 
with your potential agent before 
he or she is named in the docu-
ment. 

Pick a reliable person to be 
your agent. Do not lightly change 
agents. It is very difficult for most 
people to see their own faults. Just 
because your agent tells you things 
that you do not want to hear, does 
not mean he or she is not trying to 
act in your best interest. Be honest 
with yourself. Don’t let your pride 
get in your way. Don’t be angry 
with the friends or relatives who 
suggest that you should not drive 
at night, or not drive at all, or not 
go into the woods alone, or not 
live alone anymore. They are say-
ing these things because they love 
you. They are more aware of your 
decline than you are. It is hard to 
admit that you can no longer do 
things. Sit down with the people 
you are close with and try to work 
out solutions that will meet your 
needs and safety. The casual ac-
quaintance that encourages you 
to continue doing things that may 
not be safe for you and offers to 
take care of your money, may not 
have your best interest at heart.

Keep in contact with your fam-
ily and old friends even if you find 
them a little annoying. Be kind to 
them and honest with yourself. 
It is often hard to admit that we 
need help but that time comes to 
all of us. Realize that those people 
take an interest in you because 
they love you. Work with them.

Give thought to what you would 
like to have happen to your guns if 
for any reason you can no longer 
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own some or all of them. Discuss 
this with your agent, and, if you 
have a will, with the executor of 
you will. Sometimes if you really 
love something, it is better to give 
it to someone who will appreci-
ate it. If you hang on to the items 
too long, some crisis will arise and 
the person paid to clean out your 
house will toss it in a dumpster. 
Although your guns may not go 
to the trash, some families who 
have had to move a senior gu-
nowner into a nursing home in an 
emergency, or on the death of the 
gunowner, have asked the local 
police to get rid of the guns if the 
person on whom the responsibil-
ity fell had no interest in the guns. 

If you are the caretaker of a se-
nior, be patient. Try to meet his 
or her needs. Try to figure out 
how he or she can continue do-
ing the things that he or she en-
joys at some level. Perhaps the .44 
Magnum is replaced with a high 
quality air gun. Perhaps the hunt-
ing trip becomes more of a day 
trip to the country. Perhaps the 
morning at the range is mostly 
spent in the club house talking 
with old friends. Treat the elder 
with respect. Take time to explain 
why you want to do things. There 
will be the temptation to just do 
things without including the se-
nior because it seems to be easier. 
In the long run it is not. Include 
the senior in all decision making 
for as long as possible. Work with 
them to find a solution that satis-
fies your concerns and their dig-
nity. Remember, your children 
will learn how to take care of you 
by the way you take care of your 
parents. 
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By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

When Deadly Force is Involved, 
book by Bruce M. Lawlor, ISBN 
978-1-4422-7528-7 cloth / 978-
1-4422-7529-4 eBook, from 
Rowman & Littlefield, 4501 
Forbes Boulevard, Dept.WG, 
Suite 200, Lanham, Maryland 
20706, www.rowman.com, re-
lease date - March, 2017.

The book being reviewed is 
a pre-publication, uncorrected 
proof copy. However, by the time 
this review is in your hands, dear 
reader, it should be available both 
in paper and electronic forms, in 
order to suit everyone’s needs.

Our author, Bruce Lawlor, is 
eminently qualified to pen this 
book. A retired Army Major Gen-
eral, he is a Harvard National Se-
curity Fellow, and both practices 
law, and teaches self-defense as a 
certified firearms instructor. Law-
lor also works with national, state, 
local and private sector executives 
enhancing organizational and in-
dividual security.

One point of order which, while 
obvious, must be stated anyway. 
Neither Bruce Lawlor, Women & 
Guns, nor myself are providing 
legal advice. Anyone involved in 
a situation necessitating such ad-
vice should immediately seek the 
services of a qualified attorney, 
preferably one with recommen-
dations. Better yet, prior to that 
possible event, join the Armed 
Citizen’s Legal Defense Network, 
http://www.armedcitizensnet-
work.org. 

“It can’t be stated too strongly 

that if you possess a gun for self-
defense, you need to become fa-
miliar with the self-defense law of 
your state.”

Self-defense, by deadly force 
if needed, is a basic, God-given 
right. In times past, that has not 
always been acknowledged by 
various governments and/or royal 
entities, but nowadays, the good 
news is that it is, mostly. The fly in 
the ointment is the minefield lab-
yrinth of local, state and national 
laws regarding the use of deadly 

force in self-defense. Many times 
these laws seem at cross-purposes 
to each other - there’s stand your 
ground, duty to retreat, and more.

The book is divided into fif-
teen chapters, each of which starts 
off with a brief, engaging tale of 
someone using a firearm in self-
defense, and targets a particu-
lar point regarding self-defense. 
Although most stories are taken 
from actual criminal proceeding 
in which the shooter was charged 
Book Review
Continued on Page 35

Book Explains Deadly Force Consequences
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

Don’t read this column, yet. 
First, go to your local library, 
bookstore, if you still can find 
one, or on-line and get Franz 
Kafka’s The Castle. Get it in pa-
perback (absolutely do not read 
it on an e-reader!) and when you 
are through screaming and have 
picked up the book from where it 
landed when you threw it against 
the wall, come back and read what 
is happening in New York, and, 
possibly soon in a state near or 
surrounding you. 

We think of ourselves as living 
in a republic run by politicians 
that are chosen in a democratic 
election. We curse or applaud the 
elected officials depending upon 
how they represent our own world 
views. If they are too far from 
our thinking, we work to replace 
them at the next election. When 
things continue to progress in the 
same direction despite changes 
in our elections, we might join 
those who press for term limits 
to deprive other citizens from re-
electing the same people they have 

Keeping Gun Owners Safe in a Bureaucracy
Paloma Capanna of New York, Part I

been electing. 
The reality is that we live in a 

bureaucracy. Unelected people 
run our country, because it is not 
the laws that are produced in leg-
islatures and enforced by execu-
tive branches at the state and fed-
eral level that determine what is 
done. It is the regulations, policies 
and procedures that are produced 
from those laws that run our lives. 
Written into almost all those laws 
that are debated and compromised 
and run through various commit-
tees is a plethora of ‘…to be deter-
mined by…” Sometimes, it is the 
Secretary of whatever department 
is primarily concerned with alter-
ing our freedoms in the particular 
case. Sometimes, it is even more 
vague, just to be determined. 

Those regulations, policies, and 
procedures are determined for the 
most part by the bureaucracy. The 
people who sit at the desks. These 
are not evil people. Some, but not 
the majority, have agendas that 
conflict with an impartial per-
formance. Still, these are normal, 
everyday folk: our neighbors, the 
other parents at our kids’ schools, 
the people at the gym. 

The big problem with the 
swamp that is a bureaucracy is 
the way things are done. It is hu-
man nature to do things the easi-
est way, which is the way you have 
been doing them, even though 
the results are sometimes both 
inhuman and inhumane. Bureau-
crats can crush people. They don’t 

mean to, they might be oblivious 
to the fact that they do, but they 
crush people.

We have been struggling as a so-
ciety with how to deal with gun 
violence. Sadly, we are struggling 
with the “gun” part of the equa-
tion, not the “violence.” Those of 
us who strive to maintain our nat-
ural freedom of self-defense, and 
look at firearms as an appropriate 
tool, are involved in the conversa-
tion of who should have the ba-
sic human right to keep and bear 
arms. We understand that there 
are those who should not. There 
is a modicum of agreement that 
someone who would be very likely 
to initiate violence towards him-
self or others, could be prevented 
from access to a lethal means to 
execute that violence, without in-
fringing upon the rights of every-
one.

The question is always, “Who 
makes the decision?” The an-
swer is, usually, some bureaucrat. 
When a law is passed or executive 
action signed, it goes to an office 
where someone produces the nec-
essary regulations to put it into 
effect and enforce it. If the law 
concerns the prohibition of fire-
arm use and ownership, the ways 
in which the prohibited persons 
will be defined and the methods 
by which the prohibition will be 
instigated and enforced, all will be 
determined by the people behind 
the desks.

In reaction to the 2012 shoot-
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ing at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, in Newtown, CT, there 
was a clamor to “do something” 
about “gun violence.” The legis-
lature and governor of New York 
produced the SAFE Act. Two im-
portant issues are covered in this 
legislation to prevent further car-
nage by controlling who can own 
guns.

One is the omnipresent attempt 
to eliminate “assault weapons.” 
The second is an attempt to con-
trol potential mass murderers by 
prohibiting from owning firearms, 
any person who “…has been ad-
judicated as a mental defective or 
has been involuntarily committed 
to a mental institution…”  The 
operative term is ‘involuntary.’

A giant net that has been cast 
and is catching myriad innocents. 
Thousands have already had their 
lives altered. Thousands who are 
not those that most of society 
would consider should lose their 
natural, Constitutionally-protect-
ed rights to keep and bear arms.

This is the story of one woman 
who was wrongfully ensnared.

For much of her adult life she 
had suffered from anxiety. At one 
point her family physician sug-
gested that if she were experienc-
ing a difficult anxiety attack, she 
could consider admitting herself 
to the hospital for a short time as a 
safe place where she would be able 
to calm herself. 

Not long before the beginning of 
this tale, she was discussing with a 
social worker plans to transfer her 
20-year-old autistic son to a group 
home. It was an understandably 
difficult decision for any mother 
to make, and she was upset. The 
social worker decided that the 
woman was suicidal, and, without 
the woman’s knowledge, notified 

the local hospital of that concern.
The woman got bronchitis, and 

was given a prescription for cold 
medicine with codeine. She had 
a bad reaction including sweating 
and a drop in blood pressure that 
prompted a call for an ambulance. 
The reaction caused her to have 
a panic attack. To cope with her 
condition, she decided to heed the 
doctor’s previous advice and ad-
mit herself to the psychiatric ward 
of the hospital. When she arrived 
at the emergency room, there was 
a discussion concerning suicide. 
She asked if she could be admitted 
even though she did not feel at all 
suicidal, just anxious. The answer 
was she could.

While in the hospital she was 
treated by a physician, who, after 
his examination determined there 
was no indication of any tendency 
towards suicide. After a brief stay, 
the woman felt more relaxed and 
checked herself out of the hospi-
tal. She had no idea that her life 
was already far more complicated. 
She did not know until the police 
showed up at her door to confis-
cate her legally possessed firearms. 

Even then, she did not realize the 
FBI had added her to the NICS 
database, and she would need help 
extricating herself from the quag-
mire into which she had fallen.

On the night of her admission 
the same physician who deter-
mined there were no suicidal ten-
dencies and testified to such at 
her subsequent trial, filled out an 
online form required by the SAFE 
Act. This form reports only that 
the person was admitted. It does 
not have a place to distinguish 
whether the admission was volun-
tary or involuntary.  

As intended by the SAFE Act, a 
person who was involuntarily ad-
mitted to a psychiatric treatment 
center would lose his right to 
have firearms. However, so would 
someone who had voluntarily ad-
mitted himself because there is no 
way on the form to distinguish 
the method of admission. Once 
signed, the form triggers notices 
to the local police department, 
and the FBI.

The average citizen is poorly 
prepared to fight the bureaucratic 
machinery. However, Paloma Ca-
panna has been handling cases of 
illegal confiscation of firearms, 
along with other Second Amend-
ment related cases, for 20 years. 
She represented the woman, the 
state lost the case, and the guns 
were returned. 

There is still the issue of the 
NICS database. Currently, Ca-
panna is involved in a series of 
litigations stemming from this 
incident. You can learn more and 
contact her at www.law-policy.
com. In following issues we will 
examine more of the cases sur-
rounding New York’s SAFE Act, 
and Paloma Capanna. 

W&G

Paloma Capanna
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racy even to 100 yards. The .30 
carbine isn’t a deer rifle as sadly 
many have proven, but it is useful 
for varmints and predators. 

Hornady offers affordable fifty 
round boxes of .30 carbine am-
munition at a fair price and Hor-
nady also offers a .30 carbine load 
in the Critical Defense line. FMJ 
loads should be chosen for prac-
tice and the Critical Defense load-
ing for home defense. The Buffalo 
Bore load is excellent for varmints 
and other use. As for accuracy, 
the Inland carbine is old steel but 
plenty accurate. It is also com-
pletely reliable. Most .30 carbines 
will do well to group three shots 
into four inches at 100 yards. A 
number will be less accurate and a 
very few will exhibit greater accu-
racy. With the Buffalo Bore load-
ing my rifle exhibited a singular 
2.75 inch group but the average is 

.30 Carbine
Continued from Page 25

3.25 inches. I am very happy with 
this performance. 

The original sights are still in 
place and deserve some discus-
sion. The aperture rear sight is 
very fast on target and, coupled 

with the front post, gives a good 
sight picture for combat and pre-
cision shooting to 50 yards or so. 
By precision, I mean coyote and 
small game. You will find the sight 
well adjusted for 100 yards. The 

second leg of the sight is for 300 
yards, which is fine for area aiming 
and hoping to hit a humanoid tar-
get but that is a stretch for sport-
ing use. The .30 caliber carbine 
cartridge is interesting because it 
is, for all intents and purposes, as 
easily hand loaded as a handgun 
cartridge. There is some taper in 
the case, but it is not severe. This 
is an economical cartridge to han-
dload. 

As for availability, the Auto 
Ordnance carbine is readily avail-
able. More than six million origi-
nals were produced and many are 
found for sale. The rifle is still 
fighting in Africa and was issued to 
troops and police in South Ameri-
ca a decade or so ago. Photograph-
ic evidence shows the carbine was 
still a back-up rifle in Israel rela-
tively recently. I would avoid the 
various copies made during the 
1960s and 1970s. Most had cast 
rather than steel receivers and per-
formance was sometimes poor. 

The .30 carbine is not a bottle-

neck cartridge. The cartridge case 
is 1.29-inches long. The standard 
loading is a 110-grain FMJ bul-
let at 1960 fps. Pressure is similar 
to Magnum revolver cartridges, 
36,000 to 40,000 pounds per 

The .30 carbine is easily shouldered and carried. 

These carbines and surplus ammunition are great for recreation. 
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square inch. The .30-caliber car-
bine has the same energy as the 
.357 Magnum in most loads. I 
have to report that the carbine did 
not produce the wounds that the 
.357 Magnum did at close range 
per my research. 

When I first became a peace 
officer the .30 carbine was very 
common in police vehicles as a 

privately owned rifle. I never re-
call one getting into action but 
there were some civilian shootings 
with the rifle. Results in personal 
defense are good at modest range. 
The .30 carbine is relatively inex-
pensive to obtain, maintain, shoot 
and enjoy. It is user friendly, af-
fordable, and makes an excellent 
go anywhere do anything light 
field gun and defensive handgun. 
It is also one of the great fun guns 
you will ever try. I recommend the 
.30 carbine without reservation as 
a fun gun and home defense gun. 

W&G

Buffalo Bore offers a credible full 
power loading for the carbine. 

with manslaughter or murder, the 
names, dates, locations, etc. have 
been changed, and a bit of literary 
license taken for topic clarity and 
readability. The verdict, and the 
legal path which led to that ver-
dict, are the actual ones. The stark 
reality of these situations makes 
for memorable teaching points.

Meticulously researched, the 
book ends with a comprehensive 
Notes section for each chapter, a 
Bibliography for the cited court 
cases, and other referenced works.

The author notes that while 
there are basic “ground rules” to 
the legal world of self-defense, 
laws and enforcement vary accord-
ing to locale (state and city), legal 
precedent (prior rulings--both lo-
cal and supreme court--both state 
and national), and the leanings of 
the populace, law enforcement,  
and governing officials at the time.

Lawlor breaks down the usual 
ability, opportunity, jeopardy 
and preclusion to the following 
more granular eight points. In his 
fifteen chapters, he teases apart 
these points in a more nuanced 
manner:
• Threshold issue—was the 

shooting an intentional 
act, or unintentional (i.e. 
- an accident). If the lat-
ter, you CANNOT claim 
self-defense.

• “The second issue is…the 
shooter cannot provoke, 
prolong, or contribute in 
any way to the escalation 
of events that ends in the 
victim’s death.”

• Third & Fourth—“the 
triggering threat…an im-
minent threat of death of 

serious bodily  injury.”
• Fifth—there must be a 

“reasonable belief in the 
shooter that he or she is 
about to be killed or in-
jured.”

• Sixth—“whether there ex-
isted a reasonable alterna-
tive to the use of deadly 
force.”

• Seventh—“Has the ini-
tial aggressor abandoned 
the fight, or is he unable 
to continue it, or has he 
somehow indicated he 
wants peace, rather than 
further confrontation?”

• Eighth—was the force 
used reasonable to avoid 
the feared death or injury, 
or was it excessive?

Lawlor has an easy-going, en-
joyable writing style, but it is also 
crisp, and immersive. You may 
find yourself wanting to tell a par-
ticipant “Don’t do that!” or raging 
at the impotency of law enforce-
ment and courts to help severely 
abused women, seemingly bor-
dering on abandonment. Other 
scenarios may have you thinking 
“I might have said or done that 
myself.”

This book could lead you to 
re-evaluate the way in which you 
conduct interactions in your life 
—with your friends, your ac-
quaintances, and with strangers. 
You’ll almost definitely re-evaluate 
the self-defense scenarios you oc-
casionally run through in your 
head. Hopefully you are doing 
the latter, at least occasionally, and 
thinking about how you go about 
your life, and potential threat sce-
narios, and how to best react to 
them, or, better yet, avoid them 
entirely.

W&G

Book Review
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Specifications and sources for CZ 
P-01 feature, Page 12.

CZ
P.O. Box 171073, Dept. WG
Kansas City, KS 66117-0073
800-955-4486
cz-usa.com

CZ P-10 C 9mm 
Chambering:  9mm Luger 
Capacity: 15+1 
Frame:  Fiber-reinforced 
polymer 
Trigger: Mech Striker 
Sights:  Metal Three-Dot 
Barrel Length: 4.02 in 
Weight: 26 oz 
Overall Length:7.3 in 
Safety:  Firing Pin Block 
Safety, Trigger Safety
MSRP:  $499 

Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090, Dept. WG
Rapid City, SD 57709
black-hills.com

DM Bullard Leather
866-383-6761 
dmbullardleather.com

Fiocchi
6930 N. Fremont RD, Dept. WG
Ozark, Missouri 65721
fiocchiusa.com

Hornady
3625 West Old Potash Hwy.
Dept. WG
Grand Island, NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

TRUGLO, Inc.
525 International Pkwy., Dept. WG
Richardson, TX 75081
truglo.com

Winchester Ammunition
winchester.com

Sources for SHOT 2017 feature, 
Page 16

5.11 Tactical
www.511tactical.com

Adler Arms
www.adlerarms.com

Blade Tech
www.blade-tech.com

Cannon Security Products
cannonsecurityproducts.com

Clinger Holsters
clingerholsters.com

Cobalt Kinetics
cobaltkinetics.com

Colt’s Manufacturing Company, 
Llc.
colt.com

Crossbreed Holsters
crossbreedholsters.com

Girls With Guns Clothing
gwgclothing.com

Guard Dog Security
guarddogsecurity.com

Gun Tote’n Mamas
guntotenmamas.com

Gun Vault
gunvault.com

Hornady Manufacturing Co.
hornady.com/store/rapid-safe

Hudson Manufacturing
hudsonmfg.com

IWI USA, Inc.
iwi.us

Kakadu Trading Austrailia, Inc.
kakaduaustralia.com

Resource Directory Kimber America
kimberamerica.com

Maglula
maglula.com

3M Peltor 
Communication Solutions
peltor.com

Quick Draw Holster Lubricant
quickdrawgear.com

Reed Custom Safes
reedcustom.com

Remington Arms Company, Inc.
remington.com

SCCY Firearms
sccy.com

Smith & Wesson Corporation
smith-wesson.com

SportEar, LLC.
sportear.com

Springfield Armory
springfield-armory.com

Swab-its®
swab-its.com

Tactical Walls
tacticalwalls.com

Talon Holsters
talonholsters.com

Taurus International Manufactur-
ing, Inc.
taurususa.com

Unique-ARs
UniqueARs.com

Urban Carry Holsters
urbancarryholsters.com

Voodoo Tactical
voodootactical.com

Walther Arms
waltherarms.com
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SHOT 2017: Safes

Cannon Security Products has 
this locking unit for the medicine 
cabinet that secures prescription 
medications from theft or unau-
thorized access.

GunVault’s AR bracket safe can 
be hidden in a cabinet or secured 
to a wall.

Right: Tactical Walls 
has hide-in-plain-
sight options for 
securing guns any-
where in the home.
Below: Tactical Walls 
opened up.

Reed Custom Safes has a space 
saving rack system to organize all 
your guns and have them readily 
available in slide out units. Hornady Rapid-Safe now has 

long gun brackets for securing 
a shotgun or AR15 mounted to a 
wall in the home.

Stanley’s rep shows 
off their pop open 
biometric gun safe.
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From the Editor
And now for a little peace and 

quiet!
It’s been a very loud last few 

months and I am sure many read-
ers have found themselves in a 
similar position as I did recently, 
when a decades-long friendship 
devolved into a shouting match.

The subject? So-called silencers 
and, by extension, the inherent 
evilness of Donald Trump and his 
family.

Sometime in January a story ap-
peared that had Donald Trump Jr. 
advocating for better laws govern-
ing suppressors, popularly, if erro-
neously, known as silencers.

My friend, already on edge 
about all things political, began to 
rail against the kind of over-priv-
ileged person who could take up 
the cause of such a bad, bad thing.

We have been friends a long 
time--since grammar school--and 
so over the many years we have 
made peace with the fact that we 
disagree on a lot of things, and we 
always will.

But, I may have rolled my eyes.
And there may have been a com-

ment about how I was rolling my 
eyes.

And there was, in fact a little 
yelling before I mentioned (per-
haps in a loudish voice) that she 
didn’t know what she was talking 
about.

One of the reasons we are still 
friends, despite many differences, 
is that she is almost always will-
ing to learn new things, even if it 
might be accompanied by a certain 
amount of “show me” truculence.

And, so I proceed to explain that 
while I was not an expert on them, 
and had never had the opportu-
nity to use one, “silencers” were 
in fact, not silent and were more 
properly called “suppressors,” in 

that, unlike in the movies, they 
don’t silence the report of a gun, 
but rather suppress it.

I mentioned that they had been 
in use for at least a 100 years in 
modern form; that they were in 
fairly wide use for hunting, es-
pecially in Europe, and that they 
were heavily taxed under provi-
sions of the National Firearms 
Act (NFA) of 1934 (which most 
people associate with the regula-
tion and taxation of true machine 
guns). I also said they were legal, 
under the NFA provisions, in 
most states, but not ours. 

While I likely did not change 
her views on any of the other top-
ics under “discussion” that day, I 
did succeed in educating her on 
suppressors, perhaps even interest-
ing her in trying one out some day.

A few days later, The Washing-
ton Post carried an op-ed by Rob-
ert Spitzer, author of Guns Across 
America and a political science 
professor at SUNY Cortland. 

“Gunfire—loud, sharp, rude, 
abrupt—is an important safety 
feature of any firearm. From po-
tential victims who seek to escape 
a mass shooting to a hiker being 
alerted to the presence of a hunter 
in the woods, the sound warns by-
standers of potentially lethal dan-
ger. Yet gun advocates insist there 
is a greater danger: hearing loss by 
gun owners,” Spitzer wrote

“The NRA is renewing with 
gusto its misbegotten push, be-
gun in the last Congress, to make 
gun silencers easier to acquire by 
swiping a page from the public 
health community’s long-standing 
efforts to warn of the dangers of 
firearms. The Hearing Protection 
Act, which would remove federal 
registration and identification re-
quirements for those seeking gun 

silencers, has received the blessing 
of President Trump’s son, Donald 
Jr., and the welcome of the gun-
friendly 115th Congress. Even 
though silencer purchases are legal 
in all but eight states, advocates 
want to sweep aside background 
check and record-keeping require-
ments, such as photos and fin-
gerprinting, first enacted as part 
of the National Firearms Act of 
1934, a law passed to curb gang-
ster weapons such as submachine 
guns and sawed-off shotguns,” he 
continued.

Spitzer further argued, “Beyond 
the familiar political imperative to 
eviscerate any and all gun laws — 
so why not this one? — the goal is 
clearly to boost silencer (advocates 
prefer the term ‘suppressor’) sales, 
which have already become a 
gun industry boomlet. Further 
proliferation of silencers would 
also have the commercial benefit 
of boosting gun sales, because 
most existing guns do not have 
the threaded barrels necessary to 
attach them.”

It is interesting to note that 
Spitzer could have (and maybe 
did) write almost the same thing, 
substituting “assault weapons” for 
“silencers” 20 years ago.

The willful misunderstanding 
of how things work and the use 
of slangy, yet inaccurate terms, is 
pretty common in the anti-gun 
playbook. It has been successful in 
demonizing classes of firearms in 
the past. Gunowners, not immune 
to the charms of slang, have been 
complicit in some of this.

But it is incumbent on us to be-
gin using proper terminology and 
to explain—even at top volume—
how things really work.



March-April 2017  39



40   Women&Guns

The LCP® II features a short, crisp, single-action  
trigger with inner trigger safety, improved sights for superior 
visibility, a larger grip surface for better distribution of recoil 

forces and an easy-to-rack slide with an improved slide  
stop mechanism with a last round hold-open.

Chambered in 9mm Luger and sized just slightly larger 
( less than 1'' taller and 1'' longer) than the LCP®, the LC9s® 

is compact, powerful and features a short, light, crisp 
trigger pull for faster shooting and improved accuracy.

LC9S
® 

9MM LUGER

The LC380® provides 7+1 rounds of effective 
.380 Auto personal protection. Slim and lightweight for 

easy concealment, the LC380® combines reduced recoil with 
modern safety features in an easy-to-rack design. 

380 AUTO

Now available in six calibers, there is a lightweight, 
reliable and easy-to-shoot LCR® for every need – from 

personal protection to low-cost practice at the range.

LCR
® 

22 LR, 22 WMR, 
38 SPL +P, 

9MM LUGER, 
327 FED MAG, 

357 MAG,

LC380
® 

LCP
® 

II
380 AUTO

101716© 2016  Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

RUGER.COM

Ruger offers lightweight, compact handguns for every personal protection need.
HANDGUNS
 RUGER

®

 COMPACT 

RUGER® LIGHTWEIGHT, COMPACT HANDGUNS
PERSONAL PROTECTION FOR RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 


