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The photo on your Jan/Feb issue cover is a photo 
which I sent to Bob Campbell, a freelance writer, 
for use in an article. While it is fantastic that this 
photo ended up on the cover of your magazine, 
proper credit was not given to the young women 
in the photo who so graciously submitted the shot 
taken by her professional photographer. 

Krystie Messenger is one of the foremost women’s 
shooting advocates who works tirelessly to educate 
and inspire women of all ages. AKA Tactissy on so-
cial media, Krystie is an avid competitor in many 
handgun disciplines as well as 3-Gun and is ex-
traordinarily knowledgeable and experienced with 
all firearms platforms including rifles and shotguns. 

As Tactissy, Krystie demonstrates techniques, 
products, guns and accessories. She has spoken at 
EDC conferences and motivated many with her 
own story of physical threat and the empowerment 
of handgun prowess. Krystie is probably the only 
female internet personality that is totally motivated 
by ethics and does not review based upon revenue. 
In fact Tactissy does not accept payment for any 
product advertisement/review and will only ad-
vocate for brands and products that she has used, 
evaluated fully and believes in due to performance 
and quality. This is the freshest and purest approach 
to this industry that we have ever seen. Krystie is 
not just another internet personality, as Tactissy she 
is the epitome of how journalism should work.

If you could kindly right the injustice of the 
omission of her credit as your cover shot, it would 
be most appropriate and deserved by someone who 
dedicated so much time, energy and financial in-
vestment in the education and inspiration of wom-
en in the arena of shooting sports and self-protec-
tion. I feel directly responsible for this situation as 
in the course of daily business, my failure to control 
details of the photo submission and use resulted in 
the lack of credit. Although I was super upset about 
it, Krystie’s comment was that “if it helped Viper 
Holsters then it was worth it.” Again, this is some-
one who deserves professional acknowledgement.   

Please check out Instagram and Facebook for Vi-
per Holsters to see empowered women in the world 
of guns.

Joe Piazza,
Owner, Viper Holsters

Letters
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By Joseph P. Tartaro,
SAF President

 At the most recent Shooting, 
Hunting and Outdoor Trade 
(SHOT) Show in January, the 
owner of several high end sporting 
goods stores stopped by the 
Second Amendment Foundation 
booth to discuss Women & Guns 
magazine, and revealed that he is 
currently redesigning his stores 
to be at least 50 percent “women 
friendly.”
 His plan to appeal to this 

amazingly fast growing segment 
of the shooting sports market was 
not so surprising given the release 
of remarkable new data in a survey 
released just a few weeks earlier 
this year. The survey measured 
trends in women’s participation 

News

Women&Guns

Women in Shooting Sports
Show Amazing New Numbers

Survey results showed women gunowners are primarily interested 
in personal protection, carry and target shooting.

in the shooting sports, trends that 
are important to the gun industry, 
but also as a measure of how 
women spend their recreational 
time as well as their discretionary 
income. 
 The sample survey was of more 
than 2,600 women in a three-
day period from a population 
of 76,890. The total number 
of women who completed this 
survey enabled Shoot Like A Girl 
t, Inc. to generalize the results to 
the entire population of women 
shooters.

 According to the Executive 
Summary of the research titled 
Women in Shooting Sports, the 
survey included questions about 
the respondent’s participation in 
shooting bows, pistols, rifles and 
shotguns; hunting; and product 

preferences (product results were 
redacted). It asked questions 
about their memberships with 
clubs and organizations. The 
survey also asked respondents to 
give an explanation if they did not 
participate in a certain discipline, 
but wanted to. 
 A total of 2,643 responses from 
women were received, giving the 
data a 99% confidence level, with 
a 2.6% margin of error. The large 
sample size allowed Shoot Like A 
Girl to generalize the results to 
the total number of women who 
participate in shooting sports of 
8,430,0001, as also reported by 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, the trade association 
for the firearms and ammunition 
industry, which had conducted an 
earlier survey released in 2015. 
 Based on the new numbers, the 
current growth in participation 

since 2015 is:
 • Archery participation by 
women —predominately in 
target shooting for fun and 
hunting, with a lesser percentage 
in league competitions—up 58%, 
from 2,884,000 to 4,566,531.  
Participating in all other organized 
archery competitions was less than 
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10 percent.
 • Pistol participation by 
women—for personal protection 
and home protection and 
recreational target shooting given 
as the primary reason by between 
77 percent and 90 percent— 
up 89%, from 3,884,000 to 
7,345,059.
 • Rifle participation by women 
was up 171%, from 2,433,000 to 

6,613,335, with target shooting 
for fun leading at 82%, hunting 
at 69% and home protection at 
slightly more than 50% given 
as the main reasons for rifle 
ownership.
 • Shotgun participation by 
women showed the highest rate of 
increase at 189%, from 1,996,000 
to 5,771,178, with over 75% 
owning shotguns for target 
shooting for fun and almost 70% 
owning them for hunting. Slightly 
more owned shotguns for skeet 
shooting than for trap, both over 
50% of the total.
 • The survey found Hunting 
participation by women is up 57% 
from 3,445,000 to 5,425,548, 
with whitetail deer and turkey 
leading as the main quarries.
 Shoot Like a Girl anticipates 
that this survey report will 
influence product development 
and marketing for shooting sports 
manufacturers and businesses to 
best meet the needs of the fastest 
growing demographic in shooting 
sports.
 Astounding as this new survey 
may be too many readers, it 

is the latest reflection of the 
number of women becoming 
increasingly comfortable in a 
world once heavily dominated 
by male interests and tastes. The 
earlier study and report by NSSF, 
conducted in 2014, had already 
discovered the growing trend to of 
more women owning guns, going 
target shooting and hunting.
The new study is evidence that 
women’s interest in the shooting 
sports is no mere flash in the pan.
 Among the earlier report’s 
findings:

•The most commonly owned 
firearm by women in the study 
is a semiautomatic pistol, with 
56 percent of women reporting 
they owned at least one. Shotguns 
ranked second, with 50 percent of 
women owning at least one.

•Women say their purchases are 
mainly influenced by fit, quality 
and practicality.

•Women purchasing a gun 
in the last 12 months spent on 
average $870 on firearms and 
more than $400 on accessories.

•The majority of women report 
they are not driven to buy a gun 
on impulse but rather considered 
their purchase for months before 
deciding.

•Nearly all women (95 percent) 
have tried target shooting, and 
more than half (58 percent) have 
hunted.

•More than 42 percent of 
women have a concealed carry 
permit for their state of residence.

•Nearly three-quarters (73 
percent) of women reported 
having taken at least one training 
class.
 Placing a premium on safety, 
women say the single most 
important reason why they 
decided to purchase or own a 
firearm is protection—both 
personal and home protection. 

Learning to hunt and going 
shooting with friends and family 
were also cited.

W&G

Violent Crime Down
In First Half of 2017

 The FBI released the first-
round of 2017 crime data in early 
February and the news was good.

 The Preliminary Semiannual 
Uniform Crime Report covers 
January through June of 2017 and 
the results are mixed. But the good 
news is that there was an overall 
decrease (down 0.8%) in violent 
crime for the first six months 
of 2017 compared to the same 
time period in 2016. This respite 
comes after two consecutive years 
of increases in violent crime 
nationwide. 

 Rape, robbery, and aggravated 
assault all decreased between 
2016-2017 after increasing 
between both 2014-2015 and 
2015-2016. Burglary, larceny/
theft, and arson all continued 
to decrease, contributing to an 
overall 2.9% reduction in the 
number of property crimes. 

 The overall decrease in violent 
crime can likely be attributed 
to the renewed efforts of the 
federal Department of Justice. 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
has prioritized violent crime, 
including a refocused effort on 
prosecuting firearm offenses. 

 Large cities (1 million+ 
residents) witnessed less violent 
crime than in the previous year but 
cities with between half a million 
and just under a million residents 
saw an increase in violent crime 
compared to the first half of 2016. 
There was also an overall 1.5% 
increase in the number of murders 
nationwide. 

W&G
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Gun Show Suicide 
Prevention Effort a Success
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The first-ever appearance 
by a suicide prevention group 
at a Washington (State) Arms 
Collectors gun show was a success, 
with hundreds of gun owners 
interacting with volunteers from 
the Safer Homes Suicide Aware 
project, which has been supported 
by gun rights leader Alan 
Gottlieb, founder of the Second 
Amendment Foundation.

It was an event that put the 
stereotype of gun shows as 
gatherings of single-minded 
“gun nuts” out to pasture. The 
gun collectors’ group (WAC) 
gathering occurs monthly at the 
Puyallup Fairgrounds, a few miles 
east of Tacoma.

It didn’t hurt at all that the group 
was offering free gun locking 
devices and a drawing for a high-
tech gun safe. According to Aimee 
Choe, communications specialist 
for the Forefront program at the 
University of Washington, about 
600 gun locking and prescription 
drug storage devices or disposal 
devices were handed out to about 
300 people. 

Gottlieb, who serves as SAF 
executive vice president and is 
also chairman of the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms, has championed 
the suicide prevention effort in 
the Evergreen State, and it was 
evident from the interest gun 
owners showed that the firearms 
community is on board with the 
project.

Choe told W&G that the 
reception from gun owners was 
overwhelmingly positive. The two-
day event found gun show visitors 
crowding around the Safer Homes 
display, filling out questionnaires, 
picking up information, chatting 
with volunteers and taking home 
a locking gun safety device. There 

was also a drawing for a Liberty 
Safe HDX-350 biometric Smart 
Vault. 

The smaller devices included 
Liberty’s HD-50 Key Vault, that 
can hold a small revolver or pistol, 
and Life Jacket devices that lock 
around the action of a handgun, 
rifle or shotgun, depending on the 
model. These were provided by 
Northwest Safe, and they were a 
big hit.

“Our goal was to give away 300 
safes,” said Jennifer Stuber, who 
founded Forefront and brought 
the firearms community on board 
with help from the National Rifle 
Association, as well as Gottlieb’s 
committed involvement. He’s 
worked on the effort for more than 

two years, and was a key advocate 
of legislation sponsored by State 
Rep. Tina Orwall (D-Seattle) that 
officially launched a pilot effort in 
2016 and secured state funding 
earlier this year.

Fifteen volunteers who manned 
the display for the two-day event 
rotated their shifts, and for most, 
if not all, it was the first experience 
they ever had at a gun show. The 
WAC gun show is one of the 
largest in the Evergreen State.

On the average, about two 
thirds of all firearms fatalities in 
the United States in any given 
year are suicides. In Washington 
State, that number is closer to 80 
percent. When people talk about 
30,000 deaths annually from “gun 
violence,” that’s a combination of 
suicides, homicides and accidents. 

“The crowd was very receptive,” 
Stuber said. “People were lining 
up.”

It was a first for the WAC 
gun show, and considering the 
reception, it won’t be the last time 
that the Safer Homes volunteers 
make an appearance. 

Volunteer David Yamamoto was one of several Safer Homes folks at 
the Puyallup fairground gun show.

Suicide Prevention
Continued fon Page 33
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The DC Project

By Genie Jennings, 
Contributing Editor

(Editor’s Note: In talking with 
radio host and pro-gun advocate 
Amanda Suffecool at the SHOT 
Show in January, she mentioned 

her work with the DC Project. I 
offered her some space in W&G to 
promote the event, but told her time 
constraints meant I would need 
something soon for this issue. On 
my return, there was an email from 
W&G Contributor Genie Jennings 
saying she had been tasked with 
providing coverage of the project, 
and her report follows. We expect to 
continue coverage of the DC Project 
through June, with a follow-up re-
port on this year’s event itself. Peggy 
Tartaro)

What would happen if 50 fe-
male gunowners, one from each 

state, all went to Washington, 
DC, at the same time to meet with 
their Representatives and Sena-
tors? What kind of impact would 
that have on legislation concern-
ing Second Amendment issues?

If there is one over-riding mis-

conception of women, it is that 
they all have the same values, 
same concerns, and same world 
view. Women comprise more 
than 50% of the population. How 
could anyone ever think that they 
are all the same?  

Much the same can be said 
about gunowners. Owning and 
using firearms, caring about the 
Constitution and the ability of 
our country to stay free is not the 
purview of one party or one ideol-
ogy. Our strength comes from our 
ability to work with those who 
care about the same things, and 

respect and set aside those things 
about which we differ. The DC 
Project is a non-partisan group of 
women who care about one com-
monality: the preservation of our 
ability to keep and bear arms.

It started by chance a couple of 

years ago when Dianna Muller 
was visiting the nation’s capital 
between gun matches in which 
she had come to the East coast 
to compete. A friend who advo-
cates for fallen soldiers asked if 
she would like to meet her Con-
gressman. During that meeting, 
she “…had a light bulb moment.” 
Dianna also has a cause for which 
she works. “I asked Congressman 
Russell if there was something 
that we, pro-shooters, should be 
doing to reach out and educate 
legislators.” 

Realizing that she would have 

Women gathered after visiting their Federal legislators at the 2017 DC Project event.
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limited impact on legislators from 
other states, she knew she needed 
people from all states to join her. 
“I started focusing on women, 
who can often have a stronger 
voice when speaking about the 2A 
[Second Amendment] since we 
don’t fit the mold of the average 
gunowner.”

Dianna retired from the Tulsa 
police force after 22 years of ser-
vice. She is a Certified Firearms 
Instructor, the Captain of Team 
Benelli 3-Gun, and has won nu-
merous competitions including 
the 2016 NRA World Shooting 
Championship. She is a co-host 
on “Shooting Gallery” on the 
Outdoor Channel. She is a profes-
sional shooter. Her first thought 
was to invite other professional 
shooters.

She discussed the idea with 
A Girl and A Gun founders, re-
ceiving enthusiastic support. Her 
original idea of participants was 
expanded to include a wide vari-
ety of female gunowners. 

“In addition to pro-shooters, we 
have military/LEO, survivors that 
were denied firearms, survivors 
that had a firearm, naturalized 
immigrant Gabby Franco, who 
has seen Venezuela lose their gun 
rights,” said Muller.

The cause attracts both Repub-
licans and Democrats, and other 
political persuasions. The delega-
tion ranges in age from 13 to 73, a 
diverse group that has one thing in 
common—they want to preserve 
and protect our natural rights to 
the means to self-fulfillment and 
self-defense. 

The concept is to influence 
Representatives and Senators not 
by demanding compliance, but 
rather through developing a rela-
tionship. Simply meeting them, 

getting to know them. Letting 
them see an actual gunowning 
constituent. Possibly, changing 
the image some might have of 
such a person. She returned to 
Washington “…in Feb of 2016 
with a small contingent of ladies 
that turned into my team lead-
ers.” This was followed in July 
by the first big trip with women 

from 35 states. (See “Suddenly…
Women!” Women&Guns Maga-
zine Sep/Oct 2016.) The gather-
ing culminated with a rally on the 
Capitol lawn. In 2017 they added 
a range date.

Dianna told the Christian Sci-
ence Monitor in 2016, that guns 
have been her tools: as a police 
officer, as a sporting competi-
tor, as a woman “…who goes 
places by myself.” Handling “…
firearms teaches you so many 
things: responsibility, awareness, 
respect, consequences, focus…
discipline.” 

Dianna grew up with guns. 
They are a natural part of her 
life and environment. Her father 

DC Project Founder Dianna 
Muller.

took her hunting, and to pistol 
competitions. Her goal is to safe-
guard the Second Amendment 
and gunowners. She concurs in 
George Washington’s belief that, 
“A free people ought not only to 
be armed, but disciplined…”

She is working not only to in-
crease the number of women who 
enjoy the shooting sports but also 
to find ways to communicate with 
those who are working against us.

We all share the same emotions 
when terrible things happen. 
We all want everyone to be safe. 
While we seem to be in totally 
opposite positions, if we can ac-
knowledge that we both want the 
same thing, we have a point where 
we can start.

Dianna has a powerful mes-
sage. “Really, it’s the most basic of 
women’s rights; to protect them-
selves. Firearms level the playing 
field and give us a chance with any 
size of attacker.”

The DC Project is a nonpartisan 
initiative bringing 50 women, at 
least one from each state, to Wash-
ington, DC, to meet legislators, 
and reveal the faces and stories of 
2A supporters. Participants meet 
with lawmakers to address the ris-
ing demographic of female gun 
ownership; the value of the 2nd 
Amendment in today’s society; 
and the importance of the pres-
ervation of America’s gun culture, 
from conservation and commerce 
to competitive sports, hunting, 
and self-defense.

For more information visit A 
Girl and A Gun < https://www.
agirlandagun.org>, click on 
Events, then DC Project. If you 
would like to support the group’s 
efforts,  https://www.gofundme.
com/dc-project

W&G
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Wandermere is a place you have 
probably never heard of. It is not 
a city or town but an area north 
of Spokane WA. It has some new 
residential parts and some people 
who have lived there a long, long 
time, enjoying being out in the 
country.

The Woods were one of those 
old resident families. Lenny and 
Tina and their daughter, Kimber. 
Essentially living in the woods 
made guns a natural part of their 
existence. They had many, and 
used them for, as Lenny would 
late say, “fun, security and all the 
hunting we can fit in.” Kimber, as 
a child, was not excluded from the 
activities. She learned quite a lot 
about guns: how to shoot them, 
how to be safe with them, what 
they are for; and last July, those 
lessons probably saved her life.

It was July 3, 2017―everyone 
should have been thinking about 
the events that are going to happen 
on the next day, Independence 
Day, the parties, picnics, parades, 
celebrations, and fireworks. The  

Lessons in Reality:
17-Year-Old Girl vs. Home Invader
deputies in the Spokane County 
Sheriff ’s Office weren’t thinking 
about those things.  They had a 
situation on their hands. It started 
at 5 a.m. with a stolen car, usually 
an easy problem to solve, as the 
deputies spotted the car and gave 
pursuit. But instead of stopping, 
the suspect abandoned the car in 
a field and ran. The deputies set 
up a perimeter to search for him, 
and the local media, station KHQ 
was right there to cover all that on 
their morning show.

Kimber, Kimber’s parents and 
Kimber’s boyfriend all watched 
that show, so they knew what was 
happening. and that the search was 
nearby. Her parents and boyfriend 
all had to leave for work, leaving 
her alone. Her boyfriend ran into 
some deputies who told him more 
about the situation. He called 
Kimber to tell her. She called her 
parents, and asked if she could get 
one of the guns to have nearby 
for protection.  Her Dad said yes, 
and she got their .22 cal. Ruger 
revolver, put it under her pillow 
and nearly went to sleep.

It wasn’t long until she heard the 
screen door of her house open and 
close again. Kimber grabbed the 
gun and her phone and hid behind 
her makeup vanity. Thinking her 
father might have returned home, 
she phoned him to see, and was 
assured that he was at work. That 
meant the intruder was almost 
certainly the thief the police were 
looking for. They stayed on the 

phone together. She heard the 
intruder go upstairs, then down to 
the basement, and then outside, 
briefly, possibly with her mother’s 
keys, taken from her purse.  He 
might have been looking for 
another vehicle to steal, but, 
failing that, he came back inside, 
and, finally, into Kimber’s room. 

Her father had called the police 
on another phone, and told 
Kimber they were on the way. 
That was the last thing she heard 
her father say, as she had to put 
the phone down to get two hands 
on her gun.

When he was in the doorway, 
Kimber stood up pointed the gun 
at his face and said, “Who are 
you?” and “Get the &%#@ out of 
my house!”

He turned and ran out the same 
door he had come in. Kimber ran 
after him, holding the gun still 
aimed at him. They both ran. She 
was about 15 feet from him, with 
shaking hands . She could have 
shot him, but made the conscious 
decision not to. She pointed the 
gun down toward the ground and 
pulled the trigger.

He somehow managed to steal 
her boyfriend’s ATV and took 
off on it. The police, when they 
arrived, congratulated Kimber on 
what she had done and how she 
handled the situation. As of this 
writing, the thief has not been 
found.

Defensive Strategies
Continued on Page 34
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

When I test and review a hand-
gun it must stand on its own 
merits. No matter the reputation 
of the company, a new model is 
treated as an upstart. Just the same 
prior experience and the compa-
ny’s proven long suits mean a lot. 
Some years ago when the Kahr 
9mm pistol was introduced, I ob-
tained and tested an example as 
soon as possible. I found a reliable 
handgun with excellent features. A 
smooth double-action-only trig-
ger, excellent machine work, and 
a truly compact frame made for 
a trend setting pistol. The design 

was fresh and intelligent. The pis-
tol featured an angled feed ramp 
that made for a more compact 
handgun and more room in the 
frame to accommodate the trigger 
action. I remember writing that 
Kahr had shown the world Gun 
Valley could equal the Europeans. 

I still feel that way. Kahr has ex-
panded the line to .40 and .45 cal-
iber handguns and different slide 
lengths. They moved seamlessly 
into the polymer frame world as 
well. A few years ago Kahr intro-
duced the .380 ACP series pistols. 

These little guns, like the other 
Kahr handguns, shoot better than 
they should considering their size. 
My personal version features a 

tungsten finished slide, polymer 
frame, and excellent all around 
workmanship. The original pistol 
featured a six-round magazine and 
short grip. It is truly compact, but 
I like the newer seven-shot maga-
zine and longer grip better. While 
the standard pistol is certainly 
concealable, I like the CT380 
Tungsten Packed version for my 
personal use. With a 2.5-inch bar-
rel, this piece tips the scales at less 
than eleven ounces. 

The taller grip frame helps me 
with hand fit, but don’t let me 
discourage you from choosing the 
smaller piece for pocket carry. It 
just may be the ideal grip for your 
personal use. The intrinsic accu-

Kahr’s Big Little Gun

The Kahr is well designed and 
well made of good material. 
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racy of the shorter grip pistol is 
the same as the larger pistol; it is 
practical accuracy that matters. 
The grip frame is textured for a 
solid grip. Adhesion and abra-
sion are ideal. I like the pebble 
grain finish. The rear grip strap is 
slightly arched and features serra-
tions along the surface. The trig-
ger surface is smooth, ideal for 
a carry gun. The sights are well 
designed for close-quarter battle. 
Rather than the more common 
three-dot pattern, the Kahr sights 
feature the white bar front and bar 
rear known as the BAR-DOT. For 
accurate fire they work well. The 
front dot is the primary aiming 
point for fast work. For more ac-
curate shooting the bar is carefully 
aligned under the front dot. The 
sights are well regulated for 90- 
and 95-grain loads. 

My primary concern with any 

handgun is reliability. The pistol 
must feed well. Hand fit is im-
portant but firing performance 
most important. Secondary con-
cerns include recoil control, ac-
curacy, and maintenance require-
ments. As of this writing I am 
getting close to 500 rounds fired 
in the Kahr, a goodly amount for 
a pocket pistol. These cartridges 
were pleasant to fire and there 
have been no malfunctions of any 
type. These loads have included 
most of the major maker’s jacked 
hollow point ammunition and 
ball ammunition as well. I have 
concentrated my work during the 
first outing on humanoid-sized 
targets at no more than 7 yards, 
firing with the one hand point 
and from retention position. The 
Kahr ate everything fed into the 
two supplied magazines. The pis-
tol comes on target quickly. The 

sights are good and the trigger is 
very smooth. Recoil is modest, 
largely due to the grip design. 

While the .380 ACP cartridge 
isn’t a powerhouse, this is a light 
handgun and you must affirm the 
grip to control the piece. The Kahr 
was actually a fun gun to fire. It is 
accurate enough to engage small 
targets to 15 yards or so. A pistol 
that is enjoyable to fire and accu-
rate will be fired more often. The 
sights are well regulated for 90- to 
95-grain loads. I have taken the 
pistol to the range on several oc-
casions and practically exhausted 
my cache of .380 ACP ammuni-
tion. The pistol is clearly reliable. 
I have fired the pistol for accuracy, 
offhand, at ten yards, firing seven 
rounds as quickly as I could re-
gain the sights after trigger reset. 
On several occasions I have fired 

a seven-shot, 4-inch group. At the 
typical personal defense range of 
seven yards the pistol will put the 
entire magazine into one hole in 
the hands of someone that has 
practiced. The pistol is reliable, 
accurate and seems to have low 
maintenance demands as it was 
not lubricated save just before the 
initial evaluation.

A caution that applies to all 

The Kahr is lighter and flatter than the snub nose .38 but less power-
ful. The Kahr holds two more cartridges than the .38, seven versus 
five rounds.

A bold front post sight allows 
rapid sight acquisition.
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Kahr pistols―when loading lock 
the slide to the rear, insert a load-
ed magazine, and drop the slide 
to properly set the trigger. If you 
insert a loaded magazine and rack 

the slide the trigger may not reset 
properly.

This seems a top flight hand-
gun. For pocket carry with a .380 
ACP handgun this pistol would 
be at the top of the list.

There are a number of loadings 
available for the .380 ACP. Some 
make claims of velocity that just 
isn’t possible with the small .380 

ACP cartridge. All self-loading 
handguns work within a certain 
pressure range and a certain range 
of power for cycle reliability. I 
would avoid the frangible loads 

designed to break up on contact 
with the body. They do not have 
the necessary penetration for good 
wound potential. I prefer makers 
with a proven record for produc-
ing reliable ammunition. Hor-
nady offers the 90-grain XTP at 
930 fps. This is a reliable loading 
that offers good penetration and 
expansion. Black Hills Ammuni-

The Kahr must be loaded properly for good function. Lock the slide to 
the rear and release to load. 

tion offers a quality loading that 
also uses the XTP bullet. They 
also offer a solid copper bullet in 

the Honey Badger line. This load 
ensures good penetration. Fiocchi 
offers a loading that also uses the 
XTP bullet as well as quality full 
metal jacketed practice ammuni-
tion. Gorilla Ammunition offers 

a 95-grain JHP all copper bullet. 
These loads offer a good balance 
of penetration and expansion. In 
the end shot placement matters 
the most. The Kahr .380 is a fine 
choice as .380 ACP pistols are 
concerned. 

W&G

Hornady ammunition is well designed and reliable. 

Both adhesion and abrasion are 
good with the Kahr’s well de-
signed grip.

An alert animal and a reliable 
handgun go a long way for home 
defense.



March-April 2018  15

Every edition of TheGunMag features NEWS, NEWS, NEWS
about everything to do with guns and gun ownership
• Legislative Alerts • How your representatives voted

• Political news from around the country and around the world
 • Judicial challenges and decisions • New Products

• Gun Sports • Firearms Industry News • Expert Training Tips
• National Gun Show Calendar

• A unique monthly magazine like no other gun publication!
• For gunowners who are serious about their gun rights as well as their shooting!
• TheGunMag is the independent source document from the Second Amendment Foundation—
    informing the entire firearms community—gunowners, activists and the gun industry.
• TheGunMag is available in PRINT by subscription and on newsstands.
• It is also available ONLINE at www.thegunmag.com, as well as on most social media websites.

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

by the
Second

Amendment
Foundation

All the information
gunowners need to know

TheGunMag,
delivers information
you need to defend

 your gun rights—reliable
news you’ll want to share
with relatives, neighbors

and co-workers



16   Women&Guns

Women&Guns

By Steve Salmon

The Seventh Annual Daughters 
At The Range annual (daughter-

sattherange.com) is scheduled for 
June 9, 2108 One hundred and 
fifty five young ladies, age 6-18 
will be offered a chance to shoot 
free and experience the fun of 
shooting . Sorry guys, this event 
is for the girls. Each girl will be 
put through a safety orientation, 
taught by Texas Hunter Safety ed-
ucators. With eye and ear protec-

Daughters At The Range

tion in hand, they will then move 
to the rifle or pistol range, meet 
their mentor and get a second 
safety orientation by the range 

safety officer. Safety is the first Pri-
ority of the Day…Fun is Second.

Each girl is offered her choice 
of shooting a scoped .22 rifle 
from a bench, with sandbag rests 
or a .22 pistol. About 70% of the 
girls have never shot anything be-
fore, while many of the rest will 

be returning from prior DATRS 
events. A mentor is provided to 
each shooter to assist her with any 
and all aspects of shooting, guid-

ance, encouragement or offer sug-
gestions or help as well as safety. 
All of the mentors are experienced 
in firearms, with many being in-
structors. The range is supervised 
by a range safety officer.

A variety of targets will be used. 
Large Shoot N C or TruGlo to 

A young rifle shooter is mentored on the line at a Daughters at the 
Range event.



March-April 2018  17

show they can hit the target, fol-
lowed by smaller targets and bal-
loons that wave in the breeze. (Dif-
ficult for even a seasoned shooter, 
but most get popped!) Rifle targets 
are at 25 yards. The rifle shooters 
even get to shoot metal plates off a 
stand at 50 yards! There has been 
lots of clanging in the past, and 
lots of smiles as plates flew off the 
stands. Pistol targets were shot at 
10 yards.

It is always hard to tell who has 
the biggest smiles…the girls or 
their mentors!

This event got its birth from 
an idea called National Take Your 
Daughter to the Range Day. A re-
ally great idea, as most dads never 
hesitate to take their sons, but may 
not think their daughters might 
enjoy it as well. Moms too! This 
event is a family event with dads, 
moms, grandmas and granddads, 
and brothers and sisters attending. 
It is always surprising, the num-
ber of parents who do not shoot 
or own a gun, but wanted their 

daughter to know gun safety and 
about guns. What a wonderful 

concept! 
National Take your Daughter to 

the Range Day was to be a local 

event, based on local capabilities 
and planning. DATRS took off 

and has been a great success. Ja-

Eye and ear protection are pro-
vided on the range.

Participants can try either .22 pistols, or, as shown here, .22 rifles.

Daughters
Continued on Page 34
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The Springfield EMP 1911 is a 
9mm caliber 1911 that may rep-
resent the perfect all around size, 
weight and handling for a 1911 
handgun. Before I continue I 
should mention that previous 
9mm 1911-type handguns are the 
same size weight and dimension as 
a .45 ACP 1911. That is OK for 
easy shooting as the weight limits 
recoil. But for concealed carry you 
might as well choose the .45 and 
superior wound ballistics in the 
same weight class. Low recoil .45 
ACP loads are available that are 
not difficult to control. There are 
also issues with 9mm feed reliabil-

ity. Modifying .45 ACP magazines 
to take the shorter 9mm cartridges 
doesn’t always work out. Spring-
field took a look at the whole 
picture and redesigned the 9mm 
1911. The EMP isn’t a re-cham-
bered .45 ACP but a true pur-
pose-designed 9mm that features 
a 9mm scaled magazine well. The 
EMP features magazines manu-
factured by MecGar, a respected 
maker. The piece is well done and 
attractive. The grip frame is pro-
portionately smaller than the .45 
and so are the overall dimensions.

The pistol features a three-inch 
long barrel with a ramped feed 
way and a belled lockup. There is 
no barrel bushing. Disassembly is 
much different than the original 

1911―the barrel is removed from 
the front of the slide during disas-
sembly. The pistol weighs a light 
but steady 26 ounces. Springfield 
chose to go with a premium top 
of the line 9mm rather than a Mil 
Spec grade handgun. 

The EMP features a black anod-
ized aluminum frame, a stainless 
steel slide, and Novak sights. The 
sights are excellent designs and 
feature three-dot tritium inserts. 
This is the most effective set up 
for a combat gun in my opinion. 
The hammer is skeletonized and 
easy to manipulate, with adequate 
surface for a good hold. The grip 
safety properly releases its hold on 
the trigger about half way into its 
travel. The slide lock safety is am-

A Perfect 1911 
9mm Handgun?

The EMP 9mm is a nicely finished and capable handgun.
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bidextrous and positive in its in-
dent. The aluminum trigger offers 
a serrated face for control. Trigger 
compression is a crisp 5.2 pounds 

without a trace of creep, over-trav-
el or backlash. Trigger reset is fast. 
The 1911’s best attributes includ-
ing a low bore axis, a short trig-
ger action and good hand fit are 
retained in the EMP. 

The manual of arms is as fol-
lows―to load the pistol lock the 
slide to the rear. Insert a loaded 
magazine. Grasp the rear of the 
slide, pull it to the rear, and release, 
allowing it to smartly travel for-
ward. The slide lock safety is then 
applied and the pistol is ready for 
carry. When you are ready to fire 
the pistol is drawn and the safety 
is moved to the fire position after 
the pistol is on target. 

The safety is ergonomically de-

signed so that there is no speed pen-
alty relying upon a handgun with a 
safety. It is a simple matter to quick-
ly place the pistol on safe if need 
be. If you drop the handgun the 
grip safety will prevent the trigger 
from moving. When you grasp the 
pistol the grip safety is depressed. 
This system makes for a very fast 
first shot, and an accurate first shot 
with the straight to the rear trigger. 
If you are uncomfortable with this 
system then you should choose an-
other. For those willing to master 
the single-action cocked and locked 
system, there is no handgun faster 
to an accurate first shot or follow 
up shot. A significant investment in 
training is needed. When you have 
made this investment in training 
you are as well armed as possible 
with a handgun. 

I have fired the pistol extensive-
ly, perhaps nearing two thousand 
cartridges, not a great number 
over the course of a few months 
of firing. Recoil is light for this 
weight handgun. The dual recoil 
spring and the shape of the grip 
and the pistol’s low bore axis con-
tribute to this impression. The 
pistol is fast―very fast on target. 
The sights offer excellent acquisi-

The EMP is properly carried hammer to the rear, safety on.

The EMP’s sights are excellent 
designs for all uses.

Note the bold front post sight with Tritium insert. 
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tion speed. 
I fired the pistol at humanoid 

targets at 7, 10 and 15 yards in 
practice sessions and produced X-
ring hits more often than not. The 
EMP offers excellent practical off-
hand accuracy in firing at small 
targets at known and unknown 
ranges, a true test of accuracy and 
marksmanship. You are not sacri-
ficing much, if any, accuracy with 

the EMP’s short barrel and sight 
radius. The rigid barrel and excel-
lent trigger action, complimented 
by good sights, make for good hit 
probability. This is one of the easi-
est 9mm handguns to get fast hits 
with I have fired and among the 
easiest to like.

Handling and performance 
have been excellent save for a 
single snag. During an initial fir-

ing session the pistol 
would not feed hol-
low points. The nose 
caught on an edge of 
the feed ramp. A call 
to Springfield, a call 
tag sent, and the pistol 
was on its way home 
to Springfield. Three 
weeks later I had it 
back with a discern-
ible polish and angle 
on the feed ramp. 
While I was not hap-
py, this is something 

that happens sometimes with ev-
ery maker and seems to happen 
less often with Springfield. 

After the pistol’s return I ran a 
course in feed reliability, not wast-

ing the ammunition but firing the 
cartridges on a combat course. 
These were a diverse lot including 
the Federal 124-grain HST, Fioc-
chi 147-grain XTP, Double Tap 
115-grain +P+, Hornady 115-gr. 
XTP, SIG V Crown, Winchester 
124-grain PDX +P, and Win-
chester Silvertip. All cartridges 
fed, chambered, fired and ejected. 
When testing ammunition I was 
surprised by the velocity retained 
in the three-inch barrel Spring-
field. As an example the Win-
chester 124-grain PDX breaks 
1212 fps from my Glock 17 and 
1180 fps from the EMP. The 
115-grain Winchester Silvertip 
breaks 1190/1160, respectively, in 
these two handguns. That is good 
velocity retention in a short barrel 
and I am certain the fast burning 

powders used in the 9mm Luger 
have much credit for this. 

Most recently I have tested the 
pistol with a good mix of Black 
Hills Ammunition 9mm products. 
The 124-grain JHP offers low felt 

The Springfield EMP 9mm is carried in a Galco Royal Guard inside the 
waistband holster. This is an effective combination.

Springfield’s disassembly differs 
little from 1911 handguns begin-
ning in 1911, but the barrel is re-
moved from the front of the slide 
rather than out of the bottom of 
the slide. 

The EMP handles quickly and 
makes an excellent home de-
fense or concealed carry pistol. 
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recoil and excellent accuracy at 
about 1050 fps. Those favoring 
control over maximum power and 
those wishing to deploy a load 
that favors penetration over ex-
pansion will choose this loading. 
The 115-grain EXP breaks 1180 
fps and offers high velocity and 
rapid expansion without going to 
+P pressure. The 9mm 125-grain 
Honey Badger breaks about 950 

The EMP fits most hands well. With a short trigger reach the trigger 
is easy to control. 

fps and offers good control and 
solid accuracy. This loading relies 
upon bullet design rather than ex-
pansion for wound potential, with 
a sharp cutting edge. Choose your 
load depending upon whether 
you are likely to encounter felons 
behind cover and your own ability 
to control recoil. 

At present the pistols sells for 
$1048.95 at cheaperthandirt.com. 

There are less expensive handguns 
that are reliable. The pistol, then, 
it might be said, appeals to the 
many 1911 fans that are willing to 
pay for a custom grade handgun 
off the rack. Whoever you are the 
pistol is fast, very fast on target to 
an accurate first shot for those that 
practice. It is also more accurate 
than any other single stack 9mm I 
have tested in this size and weight 
category and more accurate than 
most full size 9mm handguns. 
Speed to a first shot and speed to 
an accurate first shot is unequaled 
in my opinion. Once the EMP 
had the initial problem attended 
to, it was as reliable as a handgun 
can be. For this type of perfor-
mance—and for those willing to 
practice—it is well worth its price. 

W&G
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By John Markwell

  Blending in is an important 
aspect of threat mitigation. Being 
“the gray man” or “gray woman” 
is an important attribute of one’s 
personal security plan. If “they” 
don’t notice you, most likely you 
will not become a target. Even 
non-gun folks notice the tactical 
look of many of the tote bags 
used by gals and guys for hauling 
around their everyday carry gear; 
including, sometimes, their every-
day-carry (EDC) weapon. We 
personally never really noticed 
the ubiquity of the messenger 
bag until we were watching the 
news one morning and, low and 
behold, just about every other 
person lined up in New York to 
buy some new IPhone had some 

Blending In with Grey Ghost’s
Wanderer Messenger Bag

sort of messenger’s bag slung over 
their shoulder. Hum?

 Although we live in an 
extremely rural area where a 
messenger bag, satchel or briefcase 
seems awfully out of place, we do, 
occasionally, travel to “the city” 
(not to be confused with making 
a trip to “town” to the feed store). 
Like many out there, we have a 
propensity to plan for the worst 
and often end up with more stuff 
being hauled around than just 
our pockets will hold. Also, we’ve 
found some sort of tote bag to be 
handier than carrying a bunch of 
bags around the shopping mall.
 The folks at Grey Ghost Gear 
(greyghostgear.com) in Idaho 
recently sent us one of their 
Wanderer Messenger Bags for 
evaluation. Our background in the 
rock climbing/guiding business 
led us on a lifetime pursuit of 

Partially loaded, the Wanderer has more than enough pockets for 
organizing lots of every-carry gear.

Loaded up and heading out the door, the Wanderer was comfortable 
to carry on the web shoulder strap.



March-April 2018  23

the perfect rucksack (which we 
never found) and we have a pretty 
critical eye when it comes to the 
materials, design and construction 
of soft goods; especially when it 
comes to packs and bags of any 
sort. The Wanderer is a “hell-for-
stout” piece of gear and we have 
been thoroughly impressed with 
its construction, thoughtfully 
planned features and the materials 
chosen for its construction. It’s 
also pretty low-profile and handy 
for everyday use.
 The material used for the body 
of the Wanderer Messenger bag is 
a heavy waxed cotton canvas. This 
material has always been a favorite 
of ours as it is tough, pretty 
waterproof and doesn’t have the 
“tactical” look. The bottom and 
lining of the Wanderer is Cordura 
nylon. The adjustable shoulder 
strap is simple 2-inch seatbelt 
webbing. The Wanderer measures 
20.5” long by 11.5” tall and is 
4.5” front to back. All of the 
external zippers of the Wanderer 
that are exposed to the weather are 
waterproof, insuring protection of 
the items inside. 

 Pockets? The Wanderer has 
them in spades! On the ends are 
two pockets; one flapped and 
zipper- expandable (about the 
size of a quart water bottle) and 

the other an open-topped sleeve 
(might have to find a compact 
umbrella for that). Inside, the 
main compartment is divided 
1/3- 2/3 by a lightly padded 
panel: the 1/3 section is perfect 
for a laptop and the 2/3 sized 
section could hold an array of 
normal travel items or a collapsed 
PDW or AR pistol if they were 
less than 19 inches in length. 
There is a side release buckle set-
up to secure the contents of this 
main compartment. The flap 
covering the bag is secured by 
two magnetic snaps and has two 
9x5 inch zippered pockets that 
are lined with a soft material to 
protect glasses, phone screens, etc.
 Under the flap and on the front 

The Wanderer Messenger bag is the perfect size for discretely 
carrying a PDW or AR pistol.

Wanderer
Continued on Page 35
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and matte gray anodized receivers, 
like the originals. This model 
has the “Duckbill” early 3-Prong 
Flash Hider w/ split washer, and 
triangle 601 charging handle, 
and a 20-round Brownells waffle 
magazine. 
 The XBRN16E1 is a copy of 
the transitional rifle between 601 
and M16A1, with features of both 
models, and the XBRN-177E2, 
is an authentic reproduction of 
an early Special Forces carbine. 
MSRP for all four 5.56mm ARs is 
$1,299.99
 Brownells also announced that it 
is taking orders now for the BRN-
10, the first .308 rifle in its Retro 
Rifles™ line. The BRN-10 will 
have the “trigger-style” charging 
handle in the top of the receiver, 
under the carry handle, and the 

same lines and contours as the first 
production AR-10®s from the 
1950s. 
 With upper and lower receivers 
designed in conjunction with FM-
Products, the BRN-10 is compatible 
with standard DPMS/SR25 
components including triggers, 
magazines, barrels, bolt carrier 
groups, muzzle devices, buttstocks, 
pistol grips, handguards, and buffer 
assemblies. It also features a newly-
designed rear sight assembly with a 
peep sight adjustable for windage 

Women&Guns

By W&G Staff
 After 79 years in business as the 
premier supplier of gunsmithing 
tools, firearms accessories, 
magazines and ammunition, 
Brownells has joined the ranks 
of America’s gun manufacturers. 
Perhaps it also makes sense that 
the company’s first firearms are 
legitimately old school–retro AR-
15 rifles.
 The offering provides an 
opportunity for people to own 
authentic copies of the historic 
guns that served millions of soldiers 
around the world and started the 
Modern Sporting Rifle trend.
 Brownells newly-created Retro 
Rifles™ line features four 5.56mm 
variants and two .308/7.62 
variants. The 5.56mm models 
feature the correct styling for 

rifles issued to GIs in the 1960s. 
The .308/7.62 models reflect the 
lightweight styling of Eugene 
Stoner’s original AR-10® design.
 Available and shipping now, 
the 5.56mm models include: the 
BRN-16A1, a close copy of the 
iconic M16A1 first fielded in 
1960s during the Vietnam War 
era, with matte gray anodized 
receivers that mimic the originals, 
complete with 20-round Brownells 
aluminum magazine.
 Also available is the RN-601, a 
close copy of the original USAF 
contract rifle with green furniture 

Brownells Makes History, 
Launches Retro Rifles™ Line

and elevation, with elevation 
setting viewable through the rear of 
the receiver.
 MSRP is $1,699.99 with 
shipping slated for spring 2018.
 The BRN-10 is a close copy 
of early rifles, such as issued by 
Netherlands, featuring a 20” 
fluted barrel in .308 with 5/8”-
24 threads & 1-10” twist, nitride 
finish, and brown furniture 
including the original-style 
handguard. However, the BRN-
10 model is not compatible with 
308 PMAGs due to lower receiver 
design. It also has a retail price of 
$1,699.99.
 Finally, there is the BRN-10B 
Brownells, a close copy of late-
model rifles, as adopted by Cuba 
and other nations, with black 
furniture including original style 

handguard, at a retail price of 
$1,599.99.
 In addition to complete Retro 
Rifles, Brownells also is offering a 
full line of Retro Parts, including 
5.56 receivers, furniture, barrels 
and other parts. Retro parts in 
.308 will be available late in the 
year.
 To learn more about both the 
Retro Rifles and Retro Parts, visit 
online at: Brownells.com/retro, or 
phone 800-741-0015.

W&G

The BRN-10™ by Brownells brings back to life the original Eugene 
Stoner, lightweight 308 battle rifle.
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Legally Speaking
Women&Guns

Others

By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

The increased attacks on houses 
of worship is distressing. Some at-
tacks are motivated by an intent 
to destroy any religion disap-
proved of by the attackers. Others 
are carried out by cowards looking 
for easy targets and motivated by 
pure hate. 

Many mass killings in the 
United States had been directed 
at helpless victims such as school 
children or people packed into 
places of public assembly. With 
increased security in schools and 
office buildings, houses of wor-
ship have become a tempting tar-
get. Although the focus of this ar-
ticle will be churches, what is said 
applies to other places of worship.

If you attend a church, or hold a 
position of influence at a church, 
you need to consider what would 
happen if there were a violent at-

tack on the church.
By its nature, a church should 

be open to all, even sinners. Yet, 
elders, deacons, trustees, vestry, 
and/or clergy have an obligation 
to protect worshipers from harm.

Church Mutual Insurance Com-
pany, a top insurer of churches, 
brought attention to the prob-
lem when it sent emails to church 
leaders across the country warning 
them of the need to develop plans 
to protect their congregations 
from a violent attack. 

At first blush the thought of a 
church planning to repel a vio-
lent attack seems counter intui-
tive; but, it is a prudent thing to 
do. Just as churches have fire ex-
tinguishers and fire evacuation 
plans, so, too, they need plans in 
case their assembly is attacked. In 
undertaking such a plan, a church 
has to consider both the laws of 
man and of God.

There is nothing in the Bible 
that prevents believers from de-
fending themselves or others from 
an illegal, violent attack. The Old 
Testament is filled with stories of 
the Children of Israel being at war 
with someone. David, who killed 
Goliath with a slung stone, was 
said to be favored of God while 
Cain, who killed his brother Able 
with a rock, was not. The differ-
ence was not the weapon used, 
but the motive. David was de-
fending his community. Cain was 
murdering his brother. The Old 
Testament commandment not to 
kill is better translated as not to 
murder. The Biblical punishment 
for murder was death. 

The New Testament does not 
address lawful self-defense. Jesus 
told his followers to forgive those 
who gave them personal insult, 
to turn the other cheek. In the 
“turn the other cheek” example, 
the person giving offense was not 
wielding a club or other weapon. 
The assault was not life threaten-
ing. What Jesus was saying is, as a 
private person, do all you can to 
avoid violent confrontations. Ac-
cept insults without retaliation. 
Give up property, if you must, 
to avoid violence. Jewish law was 
quite capable of punishing a thief. 
When Jesus was arrested, he chas-
tised Peter for attacking a soldier. 
That was in keeping with Jesus’s 
admonition to “render unto Cae-
sar that which is Caesar’s”; that is, 
obey the civil law. The soldier was 
only doing his duty. Jesus’s follow-
ers were to obey lawful authority. 
Jesus told his followers to put up 
their swords, not to throw them 
away. He had, after all, previously 
told them to go buy swords. (See 
Luke 22:36).

The most persistent metaphor 
in the New Testament is the good 
shepherd. The symbol of the shep-
herd is a long curved pole called 
a shepherd’s crook. One purpose 
of that tool is to defend the flock 
against predators. It is a deadly 
weapon. A shepherd who allows 
local dogs or predatory wolves to 
kill or injure sheep is not a good 
shepherd. There is no Biblical rea-
son preventing churches from de-
fending their congregation, their 
flock.

Civil law also allows the defense 
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of others. Although the laws of 
each state vary, the general rule is 
that if the person being attacked 
could have used deadly force to 
protect themselves, then you may 
also use deadly force to defend 
that other person. The question 
becomes, is that other person in 
immediate danger of serious bodi-
ly harm or death? If so, you both 
may use deadly force in defense. 

Some states have a duty to re-
treat (a duty to avoid violence if 
possible) before self-defense is 
justified. If the victim can avoid 
a violent confrontation by leaving 
the area without endangering his 
or her life, the victim should to 
do so. A person who comes to the 
assistance of another (we will call 
her the “Good Samaritan”) is usu-
ally not under a duty to retreat.

Someone yelling threats is not 
enough to trip the right to use 
deadly force. On the other hand, 
someone chasing someone with 
an ax may justify a Good Samari-
tan to act. The Good Samaritan 
should attempt a verbal warning 
before intervening with force even 
if the time between the warning 
and use of force is very small. Giv-
ing a warning looks good if you 
have to go to court. 

A warning may be enough to 
calm things down…“Hay, leave 
her alone, I am calling the po-
lice”… (click, click with the cell 
phone camera). Of course, it may 
also result in the aggressor turning 
on the Good Samaritan. If that 
happens then the rules of self-de-
fense govern. 

Who is the aggressor, and who 
is the victim in an incident, can 
change. For example: Joe punches 
Tom and runs away. (Tom is the 

victim, Joe is the aggressor). Tom 
chases after Joe. Tom is not acting 
in self-defense. Tom is the aggres-
sor because Joe had stopped his as-
sault and tried to withdraw from 
the fray. 

If we change the circumstances, 
the legal results change. If Joe has 
threatened a number of people 
with a machete, Tom could reason 
that Joe was a threat to the public 
at large. Tom’s chasing after Joe to 
prevent him from harming oth-
ers is justified. Tom is acting in 
defense of others. Chasing after a 
crazy guy with a machete is very 
dangerous. Tom should call the 
police and keep his distance un-
less Joe starts to attack someone.

The intervention of a Good Sa-
maritan is very tricky, especially if 
she or he is a stranger to the par-
ties. Just because someone is walk-
ing around with a weapon does 
not mean he is a bad guy. He or 
she might be a police officer, a 
landscaper, a hunter, or other per-
son acting lawfully.

The use of deadly force to pro-
tect property is not generally jus-
tified unless the harm caused to 
the property could cause serious 
bodily harm to people. For exam-
ple, using deadly force against an 
arsonist, or someone trying to re-
lease a deadly chemical, or some-
one trying damage an aircraft in 
flight might be justified.

If someone shows up at church, 
and threatens people with a deadly 
weapon, he is clearly the aggressor. 
Even then, different circumstanc-
es might call for different actions:

1. The aggressor could be a 
member attending the church 
who has become hostile for some 
reason. (e.g. a fired employee.) 

All people should be treated with 
respect. In church, all should feel 
welcome. Many people who are 
distressed just want someone to 
listen to them. Those who are dis-
tressed should be able to turn to a 
church in search of help. The dea-
cons, pastor, ushers and even the 
members need to be compassion-
ate. Without being intrusive or 
judgmental, they should reach out 
to people to make them feel wel-
come, to make it clear that they 
are willing to listen and to help, if 
they can, a person who comes to 
church distraught. As long as talk 
is possible, people should talk.

2. If a stranger dressed like a nin-
ja appears at the entrance of the 
sanctuary during services waving a 
gun―that is a different problem. 
The attacker, however, may not be 
that obvious. He or she may ap-
pear innocent until the violence 
begins. A stranger standing in the 
doorway is not automatically a 
threat. The intruder needs to take 
some action that indicates an im-
mediate intent to injure someone. 
That can take place in a fraction 
of a second which is why you 
must think about an attack before 
it happens.

Every situation is different. On 
an average, it takes police five 
minutes to respond to a call. If ev-
eryone sits in the pews and does 
nothing, an intruder can kill a lot 
of people in five minutes. If every-
one tries to save themselves, the 
intruder wins. The congregation 
must act as one in defense of all. 

Some larger churches have 
armed security guards. At the Vat-
ican, the Swiss Guards have fancy 
costumes for tourists but they also 
have modern weapons and secu-
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2.  What type of ammunition 
would you use? Will it over pen-
etrate and injure a bystander? 
(Think about using wadcutters or 
hollow points.) You do not want 
high powered loads but anything 
less than a .38 or 9 mm is not go-
ing to be effective. 

3. What are the walls of your 
church made of? In a masonry 
building, a missed round that 
strikes stone will cause shrapnel 
like stone chips to fly from the 
walls. 

4. If the assailant is wearing a 
ballistics vest, will you adjust your 
point of aim to the head or lower 
torso? 

5. When the adrenalin is pump-
ing, your heart is pounding, and 
you are scared beyond belief, will 
you be able to react? Will you 
remember to turn the safety off? 
Will you shoot without hesita-
tion?

It will be very noisy. You are ac-
customed to ear protection when 
you shoot. If the time comes when 
you are justified in using deadly 
force, you will not have time to 
think, only react. Your plans must 
be made and you must be ready to 
act upon them. 

One last thing. When the po-
lice arrive, they will not know the 
good guys from the bad.  Imme-
diately put your gun down. Do 
exactly what they tell you to do. 
Your hearing will be dull from 
shooting without ear protection. 
Do not argue with them. Make 
no sudden moves. Do not bend 
down to get your purse, reach for 
your license, pick up your coat or 
do anything that an officer who 
is flying high on adrenalin might 
take as a threat to his life.
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rity equipment. 
Many smaller churches cannot 

afford elaborate security systems. 
Even a small or poor church can 
do something. The first step is for 
the church leaders to research the 
problem and come up with a plan. 
There are a number of helpful on 
line programs about church secu-
rity. 

At a minimum, everyone should 
know the location of all emergen-
cy exits. A silent alarm to call po-
lice, or having people leave their 
cell phones on vibrate, as opposed 
to turning them off, reduces the 
time to call 911. In the best of cir-
cumstances, a lot of damage can 
be done before the police arrive. 

While waiting for the police, 
anything the congregation can 
do to confuse the attacker, might 
save lives. If the attacker is mak-
ing verbal threats, a totally illogical 
response might confuse him for a 
few seconds. “Oh, do you want 
to stay for coffee?” Most attackers 
have planned their attack. They 
assume their victims will panic, do 
nothing or try to run away scream-
ing in fear. You can cause the at-
tacker to hesitate by not acting as 
he expects. Delay is in your favor. 

If things have progressed be-
yond communication, then a hos-
tile yell, a war cry of sorts, (not a 
scream in fear) should be yelled 
by everyone. Being unexpected, 
it will cause a slight hesitation. 
An audible fire alarm, a powerful 
but sour blast from the organ or 
power squeal from audio system 
might have the same impact. At 
the same time everyone yells, they 
should throw whatever is handy at 
the attacker. The unexpected and 
violent assault should instinctive-
ly cause him to duck. That gives 

those furthest from him time to 
move away using the pews as par-
tial cover. Do not bunch up, it is 
harder to hit a moving target, es-
pecially if it keeps changing direc-
tion. Those closest to the attacker 
might want to lunge at him, es-
pecially if they can do so from 
different directions. He can only 
point in one direction at a time. If 
the attacker has been distracted by 
flying hymnals, a few people may 
have enough time to jump him. 
If the attacker has a gun, grab the 
barrel and twist it upward. Go af-
ter the face or anyplace where the 
bone is not well padded by muscle. 
This is a very dangerous course of 
action. One or more of those who 
rush the attacker could be seri-
ously hurt. The alternative is that 
a lot of people will be killed. The 
reason this person entered your 
church is to kill as many people as 
possible, including you. 

Most churches do not have a 
room in which people can barri-
cade themselves. Once the service 
begins, people will be in an open 
hall. If they can, they should get 
out of, and away from, the build-
ing unless it is your plan to re-en-
ter the building to rush the attack-
er from behind. There should be a 
rally point outside of the building 
so that people can be accounted 
for. Those who get out must give 
the police as much information as 
possible about what is going on 
inside. 

Oh, you think, I’ll bring my gun 
to church to protect people. If you 
do that, there are things you need 
to consider: 

1. Where do you sit? Do you 
have a clear field of fire? What 
might be behind the assailant?
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Making a Difference

Women&Guns

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

“Sticks and stones may break my 
bones, but words will never hurt 
me,” we used to chant at people 
who called us names when I was 
young. However, words can hurt. 
Sometimes, they can hurt so much 
they alienate people who other-
wise would be allies.

Last September at the Gun 
Rights Policy Conference, we 
learned that words were com-
ing very close to driving a wedge 
between attendees. At our Reso-
lutions Committee meeting on 
Sunday morning, to our horror 
one of our committee members 
was brought to tears during the 
discussion of one of the proposed 
resolutions. Several attendees felt 
they were unwanted, because of 
the harshness of terms they felt di-
rected at them, personally. Others 
were appalled at audience accep-
tance of admittedly un-pc presen-
tations, and what some considered 

sexist remarks.
The first protest about lan-

guage occurred in our pre-con-
ference media segment. Half-way 
through, a young woman stood 
up to say that she felt very uncom-
fortable listening to the discus-
sions because there were so many 
disparagements against ‘liberals.’ 
“I am a liberal,” she told us. 

I listened to the entire weekend’s 
program with her admonishment 
and others’ agreement in mind. 
I was very aware of the laughter, 
applause and other indications of 
approval of statements and phrases 
that could be having a negative ef-
fect on my new friends. Still, I was 
not prepared to witness the depth 
of otherness experienced by my 
fellow committeewoman on Sun-
day morning. The saving grace of 
the moment was the immediate 
compassion that gushed from al-
most everyone at the table. 

We are approaching a crisis state 
in the country. There is so much 
continuing animosity between 
political groups, and everything is 
made political nowadays. Every-
thing and everyone is labeled.

One big problem is that the la-
bels are not clearly defined. When 
I was young, I decided I must be 
a liberal, because according to the 
dictionary a conservative was some-
one who did not want to change 
the way things were. I knew I 
wanted much of what was happen-
ing in the country to be different, 
therefore I must be a liberal, which 
was defined by the same dictionary 
as someone who wanted change. 
However, I eventually learned that 

things were being run by liber-
als, so the way I wanted to change 
things would be, given only two 
choices, conservative. For a while I 
dubbed myself ‘Constitutionalist.’ 
Then, some folks decided to use 
that name for a particular party. I 
was a TEA Party member when the 
movement started and ‘member’ 
was just a way of saying I believed 
I had been Taxed Enough Already. 
Then, once again, someone decid-
ed to make the TEA Party into the 
Tea Party and organize and choose 
a nominee for federal office, which 
had nothing to do with the original 
protest against both political par-
ties taxing us way beyond Enough.

Some of the confusion exists be-
cause there is a classical definition 
of liberalism as “...a political ideol-
ogy that values the freedom of in-
dividuals—including the freedom 
of religion, speech, press, assembly, 
and markets—as well as limited 
government. It developed in 18th-
century Europe and drew on the 
economic writings of Adam Smith 
and the growing notion of social 
progress.” Further, it “… is a polit-
ical philosophy and ideology … in 
which primary emphasis is placed 
on securing the freedom of the in-
dividual by limiting the power of 
the government.” (chegg.com)

However, in the past century 
that definition has been altered 
to require a government large and 
powerful enough to control and 
attempt to provide everything citi-
zens need. The struggle remains 
between the rights of individuals 
to control their own lives and the 
government. The priority of the 

Sticks and Stones



March-April 2018  29

individual or the group.
Some of us believe that indi-

vidual rights are paramount, that 
government should be confined 
to providing a protection between 
individuals and supplying those 
things, such as national defense 
and some infrastructure, that need 
to be provided through a group ef-
fort. We understand that human 
nature is as it has been, although 
some of our more vicious, brut-
ish characteristics as a species have 
been civilized out of the majority. 
(Watch a brief episode of Game 
of Thrones to get an idea of how 
people acted in the Middle Ages. 
Then, thank the Universe in what-
ever way you connect to it that 
you live here, now.)

We believe in providing equal 
opportunity to everyone, although 
we understand that, human nature 
being as it is, some of us will do 
better than others. When the Pil-
grims first arrived in the country, 
they set up a socialist form of gov-
ernment. Everyone shared every-
thing equally, regardless how much 
each had worked to provide goods 
or services. It did not take long be-
fore very little was being produced, 
and the colony was in danger of 
dissolving. They changed. Each 
person was given a specific plot of 
land, and the group flourished, al-
though some members did much 
better than others because of their 
more industrious natures.

Societies are always faced with 
the dilemma of what to do with 
and for those people who do not 
thrive. For the past several decades 
we have been moving towards a 
goal not of equal opportunity, but 
of equal outcome. It is not con-
sidered fair that some people do 
better than others. The New Lib-
eral belief is that government must 
provide for an equality of results. 

So, if you tell me you are a liberal, 
which belief system are you accept-

ing? Are you, as am I, a Classical 
Liberal and believe in the suprema-
cy of the individual, or a New Lib-
eral and believe in the superiority 
of government to create equality?

In addition to the difference in 
definitions, there is the problem 
that different groups are defined 
not by their own ideas of their be-
lief system, but rather by the way 
their opposites think they believe. 
So, if I say I am a Conservative, 
there are people who conclude 
that I am a bigoted, religiously 
fundamentalist, racist, sexist ho-
mophobe. From that moment 
everything I write or say is judged 
through those prisms. I am none 
of those things. Nor do I call my-
self a Classical Liberal, because no 
one will understand what I am 
claiming except for a few radical 
followers of Frederick Hyeck.

I would like to propose that we 
cease and desist with labels. They 
do nothing but promote dissen-
sion and misunderstanding, even 
among people such as the attend-
ees at last fall’s convention who all 
believe in some of the same things. 
For decades I have professed that 
I will work with anyone who sup-
ports the Second Amendment 
while we are working on that is-
sue, regardless of how much I 
might disagree with everything 
else that they think. (Currently I 
have had that decision sorely tried 
because of Facebook comments on 
the efficacy of supporting certain 
groups in their quest for arming 
themselves. The decision holds 
and the most I am doing is taking 
names for future reference should 
I ever have reason to associate with 
these people other than online in 
a 2A supporting group. Establish-
ing and maintaining a coherent 
personal world view is a difficult, 
ongoing task.)

Rather, I would suggest we dis-
cuss what we believe when we are 

dealing with important issues. To 
say I believe in the rights of indi-
viduals to pursue their personal 
ambitions, that everyone should 
have an equal chance to do so, and 
that the federal government should 
not intrude on anything that is 
not Constitutionally described as 
its jurisdiction means much more 
than saying I am a conservative, a 
classical liberal, a constitutional-
ist. There should be no mistaking 
what I am saying with my descrip-
tion of my beliefs. 

Also, these are some of my be-
liefs. They are an integral part 
of myself. Yours may differ. We 
should honor what each of us 
cares enough about to state as our 
beliefs. We can work from there. 
Even if we are on opposite ends of 
the political spectrum, by stating 
what we believe we open ourselves 
to the possibility of finding com-
mon ground.

My belief in the primacy of the 
individual does not mean that I 
do not care for people who do not 
to rise to their potential through 
their own or society’s failure. Far 
from it. I care about those who 
struggle. I hate that there are chil-
dren born into poverty and other 
situations that put them in an 
extremely disadvantaged position 
that is out of their control. Chil-
dren determine their potential by 
observing the adults around them. 
One of the most haunting state-
ments from my favorite television 
series, The Wire, is the plea, “How 
do you get from here to the rest of 
the world?”

Indeed. We can get everyone 
from their “here” to the rest of 
the world, we can protect our es-
sential basic human rights, work-
ing together. To work together we 
must first be together, and we can 
start by hurling neither sticks and 
stones nor words. Namaste.

W&G
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Books

By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

How to Bodyguard Yourself―
A Personal Protection Guide for 
Women―Redux, book by Stephan 
Kurr, ISBN 978-1-68111-183-
4, from Wasteland Press, www.
wastelandpress.com, $16.95.

Stephen Kurr recently came out 
with a revised and updated ver-
sion, a “Redux,” of his book, How 
to Bodyguard Yourself.

Mr. Kurr is eminently quali-
fied to author such a book. He is 
a former US counterintelligence 

special agent who ran intelligence 
missions and close protection op-
erations. He has had assignments 
with various elite units, both CO-
NUS and abroad, and is currently 
the president and CEO of OpSec 

Intelligence, a personal security 
advising firm.

How to Bodyguard Yourself is 
a very ambitious book, in that 
it attempts “to educate women 
in preemptive measures that will 
divert an attack long before they 
are placed in a situation where 
they have to engage in a physi-
cal confrontation…The personal 
protection guide gives women 
sound advice on how to enhance 
their security posture and imple-
ment effective countermeasures if 
needed.” It largely succeeds.

In its ten chapters, “How to 
Bodyguard Yourself ” covers an 
enormous amount of ground―
Operational, Physical, Communi-

Eye-Opener or Reminder,
An Ambitious Book

Learning the Disturbing Truth
About the Criminal Justice System
Review by
Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF

Licensed To Lie, by Sidney Pow-
ell. ©2014. Published by Brown 
Books Publishing, Dallas, TX. 
438 pages, including source notes. 
Hard cover, list price $28.95 but 
less from Internet book sellers.

If you have ever believed news 
reports about federal trials, you 
may be in for a shock. This book 
exposes corruption in the US De-
partment of Justice. It deals with 
real cases in which federal pros-
ecutors systematically violated the 

cations (computers, smartphones 
and Internet), and Transportation 
Security, Weapons, Martial Arts, 
ATM/Credit Card/Debit Card 
Security, Identity Theft, Flight 
Safety, Hostage Survival, Bomb 
Awareness and more. There’s even 
a chapter just for women Real 
Estate Agent Safety, which high-
lights the unfortunate fact that in 
that profession are potentially at 
a very high risk. This is the first 
place that I have seen those wom-
en’s risks addressed.

In this book you will discover 
a lot of good information, with 
most areas covered lightly as there 
are only 193 pages. There are op-
tions, suggestions, and pointers to 
further study and training. It will 
be an eye-opening read for many, 
and a perhaps much-needed re-
minder for others. 
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rules in order to gain convictions 
at any cost.

And these are not minor cases, 
but ones which dominated the 
news headlines as they were mov-
ing through the courts.

The book begins with the sui-
cide of people who have been 
unjustly tried and convicted by 
federal prosecutors who are out to 
win at all costs, even if it means 
twisting the facts and hiding ex-
culpatory evidence which would 
have helped the defendants.

The conviction and later rever-
sal of federal charges against Sen. 
Ted Stevens of Alaska, and then 
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As at least one federal chief ap-
peals court judge noted: “As citi-
zens of a free society, we all have 
an important stake in making sure 
that” the criminal justice contin-
ues to live up to its vaunted repu-
tation.

Author attorney Sidney Pow-
ell makes the courtroom horrors 
come to life in a fast paced thriller 
based on real cases that the reader 
already knows something about 
from news reports, but about 
which he/she will be horrified to 
learn the truth of what really goes 
on in federal courtrooms.

No wonder some despairing 
victims of the system resort to 
suicide, and fortunately pass away 
through horrible accidents, like 
Sen. Stevens.

Caution though: You won’t be a 
comfortable citizen after your read 
Licensed to Lie.
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proceeds to other high profile cas-
es, including

Those surrounding the collapse 
of Enron, such as the collapse of 
the national accounting firm of 
Arthur Anderson, and the de-
struction of Merrill Lynch execu-
tives who thought they were doing 

business in good faith with Enron 
executives.

The majority of the book focus-
es on the appeals trial of one key 
Merrill Lynch executive when the 
author, Sidney Powell, a former 
federal attorney herself, is asked to 
represent him.

If you think the federal judges 
have the highest courtroom stan-
dards to uphold, or that they will 
reign in the most unscrupulous 
prosecutors, you’ll be in for some 
surprises.

This is a book which should 
open the reader’s eyes to whether 
the US criminal justice system re-
ally lies up to a vaunted reputation 
for fairness. The clue to the answer 
is in the title: Licensed to Lie, and 
it goes into courtroom details that 
read like a novel but are based on 
day-to-day courtroom realities.

LA County Sheriff
Failed Policy Audit
When Issuing CCWs

The Los Angeles County Sher-
iff ’s Department has repeatedly 
failed to follow its own rules for 
issuing concealed weapon per-
mits, the state auditor concluded 
in a report released in late Decem-
ber.

LA County Sheriff Jim Mc-
Donnell disputed some of the key 
findings of the audit, saying state 
officials misinterpreted the policy, 
the Los Angeles Times reported.

The department policy requires 
applicants to provide “convincing 
evidence” of a “clear and present 
danger to life or of great bodily 
harm” to get a license, but the au-
dit found the department issued 
24 licenses during the last few 

years without sufficient evidence. 
Most of the 197 active licenses 

in the county as of August went to 
current or former law enforcement 
officers, judges and prosecutors, 
the audit found. The lieutenant in 
charge of reviewing applications 
told auditors that people in law 
enforcement satisfy the depart-
ment’s requirements by the nature 
of their jobs, the Times said.
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Police Fatalities
Decline for 2017

Preliminary data from the Na-
tional Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial Fund for 2017 shows 
that the number of law enforce-
ment officers killed in the line of 
duty dropped significantly from 
2016.

According to USA Today, there 
were 128 officer deaths in 2017, 
of which 44 died from gunshot 
wounds. That’s down from the 66 
killed by gunfire in 2016. 

Forty-seven officers were killed 
in crashes, which is a decline of 15 
percent from 2016, according to 
the report.

There may be several reasons 
for the decline, but gun control 
doesn’t appear to be one of them. 
Gun ownership in 2017 contin-
ued to climb; with thousands 
more citizens across the country 
obtaining concealed carry permits 
and licenses. 

The call most likely to result in 
a shooting is a domestic violence 
call, the report indicated. These 
disturbances accounted for the 
largest number of fatal shootings 
of police officers.

W&G
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CCRKBA announces 2018 
legislative priorities
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

A David-versus-Goliath battle is 
unfolding as a national grassroots 
gun rights organization has taken 
off the gloves against a well-
financed gun prohibition lobby 
by announcing its 2018 legislative 
priorities.

Declaring in a news release that 
threats to the Second Amendment 
remain “formidable” this year, 
the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
(CCRKBA) unveiled its 2018 
agenda, and it is an ambitious one.

The Bellevue, WA-based 
CCRKBA is headquartered in the 
middle of what might be called 
“enemy territory.” Washington is 
a “blue” state where the anti-gun 
Alliance for Gun Responsibility 
is supported by wealthy elitists 
in and around Seattle. The list 
includes Bill and Melinda Gates of 
Microsoft fame, venture capitalist 
Nick Hanauer and even media-
billionaire Michael Bloomberg. 
Paul Allen, a co-founder of 
Microsoft, has also contributed, 
as has Steve Ballmer, s former 
Microsoft CEO. 

The Alliance, which 
continuously appeals for 
contributions via email blasts, 
is one of two highly vocal gun 
control groups in the Jet City. The 
other is Washington CeaseFire, 
which has been around for about 
20 years.

This year, according to 
CCRKBA Chairman Alan 
Gottlieb, the priorities have never 

been more clear, and more in need 
of financial support. 

“We need to raise at least 
$2.1 million for our direct and 
grassroots lobbying efforts to fund 
these priorities and advance gun 
rights,” Gottlieb said. “That’s 
less than ten percent of the $25 
million that billionaire Michael 
Bloomberg has pledged to advance 
his anti-gun rights agenda.”

For Bloomberg, the anti-gun 
former New York City mayor 
whose fortunes came from 
publishing, $25 million might be 
petty cash. Gottlieb has frequently 
reminded his members that 
Bloomberg has his own armed 
private security team, but he 
spends his time trying to prevent 
average citizens from enjoying 
some level of personal security for 
themselves and their families, by 
owning guns.

When Bloomberg founded 
Everytown for Gun Safety, he 
spent $50 million to launch the 
gun prohibition lobbying group. 
He has also spent millions more 
in efforts to influence elections 
in several states, including 
Washington, Oregon, Nevada, 
Colorado and Maine. 

CCRKBA, meanwhile, is 
looking to get by on far less. 
But where it lacks dollars, it has 
members and supporters who are 
among the most active gun owners 
in the country.

At the federal level, CCRKBA 
has announced that it will focus 
its efforts on passage of national 
concealed carry reciprocity and 
the Hearing Protection Act that 

deregulates noise reduction 
devices for firearms. The 
reciprocity legislation was passed 
by the House of Representatives 
late last year and is now facing a 
difficult fight in the US Senate. 

Anti-gun Senators Charles 
Schumer, Dianne Feinstein, Chris 
Murphy and Richard Blumenthal 
– all Democrats – have declared the 
legislation DOA. But reciprocity 
is increasingly important as 
the number of legally-armed 
American citizens continues to 
expand, and horror stories like 
ones out of New Jersey involving 
gun owners who enter the state 
with firearms create a sense of 
outrage.

Gottlieb has suggested that 
the only way to prevent such 
problems in the future is for 
Congress to pass the reciprocity 
legislation. It will send a message 
to anti-gun politicians that the 
Second Amendment applies all 
over the country, as affirmed by 
the 2010 Supreme Court ruling 
in McDonald v. City of Chicago.

The proposed Hearing 
Protection Act would deregulate 
firearm suppressors. These devices 
are already popular with shooters, 
but require a special tax stamp to 
own. The proposed Act would 
eliminate the paperwork.

At the state level, Gottlieb’s 
group is looking at California, 
Connecticut, Illinois, 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New 
York, Oregon and Washington.

“Elitist anti-gunners in those 
states are using their wealth as a 
weapon against honest firearms 
owners whose only sin is the desire 
to be left alone to exercise their 
rights,” Gottlieb commented.

Anti-gun groups have engaged 
in hysteria-laden rhetoric that 
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asserts such legislation would 
make it easy for mass killers to 
attack undetected. They claim 
that the reciprocity act would 
allow dangerous criminals to 
cross state lines with concealed 
handguns, which they do right 
now, anyway. The reciprocity act 
would simply level the field for 
law-abiding armed citizens.

“The gun prohibition lobby sees 
opportunity at the state level and 
they are concentrating their efforts 
in the states where they have the 
cooperation of key legislators and 
anti-gun governors,” Gottlieb 
explained. “This doesn’t mean 
we’re ignoring the rest of the 
country. We’ll be plenty busy all 
over the map. 

“We’ve specifically identified 
these issues, and these states, as our 
top priorities,” he said, “because 
this is going to be a critical year in 
which gun owners have a chance 
to determine our gun rights for 
decades to come.”

W&G

This effort began in 2015 
when Gottlieb, Stuber and others 
began quietly meeting to discuss 
suicide and what things might 
be done to reduce the numbers. 
Stuber’s husband took his life 
with a handgun. She channeled 
personal loss into positive action, 
reaching out to the firearms 
community. The result of that is 
a project that now involves gun 
rights organizations, gun dealers, 
firearms instructors and range 
operators, along with pharmacists 
and the medical community. Rep. 
Orwall sponsored the enabling 
legislation and shepherded it 

Alan Gottlieb and Jenn Stuber 
brought the Safer Homes suicide 
prevention program to the 
Puyallup, WA, gun show.

Suicide Prevention
Continued from Page 7

GAO Report Finds
Most Illegal Tries
At Gun Buys Fail

Federal agents posing as illegal 
gun buyers failed in nearly all of 
their dozens of attempts to pur-
chase guns online, according to a 
multiyear study that tried to ex-
amine how current firearms laws 
could apply to purchases over the 
internet, the Washington Times 
reported.

through the Legislature.
Where gun owners are 

concerned, WAC members 
observed that this was the right 
approach because nobody is 
trying to force anyone to do 

anything. More than a year ago, 
when the initial legislation was 
passed, the Spokane Spokesman-
Review summed it up: “many 
people assumed gun advocates 
never want to cooperate with the 
government on gun ownership 
issues. (The legislation) proved 
that to be false.”

W&G

All 72 undercover attempts to 
buy guns through readily acces-
sible internet sites failed, though 
agents did manage to make 
two buys out of seven attempts 
through the more restrictive “dark 
web,” according to the recent re-
port from the Government Ac-
countability Office (GAO).

“Tests … demonstrated that 
private sellers GAO contacted on 
gun forums and other classified 
ads were unwilling to sell a firearm 
to an individual who appeared to 
be prohibited from possessing a 
firearm,” the report said.

In 56 cases, sellers ultimately 
refused the transactions, either 
because they wouldn’t ship a fire-
arm or because they ended up nix-
ing the transaction after an agent 
said they had been convicted of a 
felony or had other issues legally 
barring them from getting a gun.

The agents made the attempted 
buys after accessing online gun 
ads, focusing on private sellers who 
posted the ads and not federally li-
censed dealers who are required to 
run a background check for virtu-
ally every purchase, it said.

In addition to the “surface web” 
— the standard internet universe 
available to most online users—
agents also probed the more re-
strictive “dark web” for potential 
transactions. Out of seven “dark 
web” purchase attempts, agents 
managed to buy an AR-15 semi-
automatic rifle with the serial 
number “obliterated,” as well as a 
semiautomatic Uzi that was adver-
tised as a fully automatic weapon. 
Those two cases were referred to 
other law enforcement agencies.

The broader investigation was 
conducted from July 2015 to No-
vember 2017.

W&G
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TruGlo. Additional support is pro-
vided by Texas Hunter Safety Edu-
cation, OutDoor Cap, San Angelo 
Police Department (NSSF Opera-
tion Child Safe) and the local fire-
arms dealers, The Marine Bulldog 
Assn. served breakfast and lunch; 
personnel from the military base 

Kimber is not nearly the 
youngest person to protect 
themselves or someone in their 
family with a gun. Massad 
Ayoob documented an 11-year-
old boy who, taught to shoot by 
his grandfather, used a 1911 to 
shoot a man who had a carpet 
cutter held to his grandmother’s 
throat, killing him and saving her. 
There are undoubtedly stories of 
children even younger.

Kimber’s story is exceptional 
because she knew what to do and 
did everything right, far better 
than many adults would have 
done. 

She is a wonderful example of 
what starting to teach children 
about guns at age 6 can result in: a 
competent young woman who did 
everything right in a situation that 
could have turned out horribly 
wrong.

W&G

Defensive Strategies
Continued from Page 11

nette Story took the idea and ran 
with it, recruited volunteers who 
recruited others and each year as 
more people hear of it, they say  “I 
want to be a part of that.”  

Either they contribute time, 
talent or money. Remember, this 
event is totally free to the partici-
pants and their families.

Everyone is exhausted when the 
day is over, but all said “I’ll be 
back next year!” 

Assistance has been provided by 
the youth programs from Marlin, 
Remington, and Browning. Tar-
gets come from Birchwood Casey, 

A successful participant at a 
Daughters on the Range event 
is all smiles with her target—and 
complimentary hat!

provided security and mentors. A 
local eye specialist provided safety 
glasses for all participants, helpers 
and families. Each girl receives a 
T-shirt and a “goody sack” with 
promotional items, information 
and other “stuff.”  

Any event such as this would 
vary depending on facilities, 
and the amount of local help, 
volunteers and donations.

The event has grown each 
year, from 60 girls the first, 105 
the second, to 155 the third. 
Adequate facilities may be the 
limiting factor with only 15 
rifles positions currently. The 
girls shot in 7 rotations.

And guys…make no mis-
take, the girls can shoot!

Janette sadly passed away this 
past November . The event will 
carry forward in her honor and 
memory, not because she want-
ed the recognition, but because 

she loved doing it and the girls.
W&G

Dads, mentors, range officers and other helpers smile almost as 
broadly as participants at the Daughters at the Range vent in San 
Angelo, TX.

Daughters
Continued from Page 17
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of the main body of the Wanderer 
is a zip-down panel that provides 
access to sleeve-like pockets for 
the storage of items the size of rifle 
magazines or back-up batteries, 
and the back of the panel has two 
zipper-closed pockets for storing 
small loose items. There is also a 
shallow 14” wide pocket above 
the zip-down panel that is sized 
for an iPad sized device or a fixed 
blade knife. One handy aspect of 
the Wanderer’s pockets is that the 
folks at Grey Ghost made some 
of them shallow enough that you 
don’t have to go digging to the 
bottom of an eleven-inch deep 
pocket to find some small item that 
has shifted to the bottom through 
a whole bunch of other stuff. 
The very back of the wanderer 
is a full sized padded and loop-
lined pocket that is sealed with a 
waterproof zipper. This pocket is 
pleated to the inside of the bag 
and is designed to carry one’s 
EDC weapon of choice without 
printing. 
 Using the Wanderer turned 
out to be an exercise in true 
utility. First and foremost, we 
set the Wanderer up to carry an 
EDC sidearm; in this case our 
Overstreet Custom Glock 19. A 
call to our buddy Mike Barham 
at Galco (galcogunleather.com) 
had one of the Gen2 Carry Safe 
purse/briefcase holster inserts 
on our doorstep in a jiffy. This 
elastic holster comes mounted 
to a leather back-plate via Velcro 
and has a separate spare magazine 
carrier attached. We scrapped the 
stiff back plate and mounted the 
elastic holster and mag pouch 
directly to the back surface of 

the full sized rear pocket of the 
Wanderer which is Velcro lined 
just for this purpose. This worked 
out OK but it would have been 
more effective if the holster was 
attached to a Velcro coated back 
plate with more surface area. 
Positioning of the holster and mag 
pouch took a bit of fiddling to get 
the angle of presentation just right 
and we found that the lower on 
the back panel the elastic holster 
was mounted the better the bag 
carried over the shoulder. This 
pocket, by the way, is sealed by a 
waterproof zipper.
 We put a 1-quart Nalgene water 
bottle in the expandable end 
pocket and compact umbrella 
(borrowed from my wife) in the 
slash pocket on the opposite end. 
Added to this basic load was a Swiss 
Army knife, a Filson lightweight 
vest and a Track Phone. In the 
main compartment we could 
carry our laptop but, unlike many, 
we seldom travel with that. We 
did however carry the Wanderer 
with one of our AR pistols taken 
down and stowed in the main 
compartment and a couple of 
spare mags in the pockets behind 
the zip-down panel on the bag’s 
front. This worked out pretty well 

especially after we stuck the upper 
receiver with its optic into an old 
ski sock to offer some protection.
 For the Wanderer’s first formal 
outing we loaded up for a trip to 
the local medical facility where we 
had some preventive maintenance 
scheduled. A change of clothes 
and a few other items disappeared 
in the depths of the Wanderer; our 
wallet, phone etc. was kept handy 
in the two pockets on the exterior 
of the Wanderer’ flap cover. 
Through two different trips, the 
Wanderer and its contents didn’t 
even garner a single sidelong 
glance from anyone and fit right 
in with the upscale environment 
of the medical facility. Having 
used this handy bag for a while 
now, the only feature we would 
add to the Wanderer would be a 
grab handle on top of the cover 
flap. This would make it more 
convenient to haul it in or out of 
a vehicle and keep the bag more 
upright when doing so.
 As of this writing the niche of 
the Wanderer is still evolving. 
It will probably replace our old 
nylon briefcase for my annual trip 
to the SHOT Show and will likely 
end up behind the seat of the 
pickup full of that everyday type 
stuff most of us haul around “just 
in case”. For those who need an 
unobtrusive tote bag that doesn’t 
scream “tactical” or “gun” the 
Wanderer from Grey Ghost gear 
is a very viable piece of gear that 
is incredibly functional and built 
to last. Fans of the TV series “24” 
should note that this bag would 
be Jack Bauer approved. The 
Wanderer is currently on sale for 
just a hair over $150 direct from 
Grey Ghost Gear. Good shooting.

 W&G

Wanderer
Continued from Page 23

The plethora of pockets makes 
organizing your gear a cinch in 
the Wanderer.
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Nebraska Sens. Reject
CCW Fee Increase

Massachusetts Warns Gunnies 
on Bump Stock Ban

Authorities in Massachusetts 
mailed a notice to all individuals 
holding firearms licenses and 
firearms identification cards on 
Jan. 12  warning of the new state 
law making possession of a “bump 
stock” or “trigger crank”  subject 
to criminal prosecution.

 Sale or transfer of those 
accessories was prohibited 
immediately after passage of 
the law right after the Las Vegas 
massacre of concert goers, but 
mere possession became strictly 
prohibited effective Feb. 1, 2018.

 The notification letter states that 
since the law does not allow for 
transfer or sale of the prohibited 
items, anyone in possession in 
the Commonwealth is advised 
to contact their local police 
department or the State Police to 
obtain details on the method of 
transfer for destruction.

 The law defines a “bump stock” 
as any device for a weapon that 
increases the rate of fire achievable 
with such weapon by using energy 
from the recoil to generate a 
reciprocating action that facilitates 
repeated activation of the trigger.

  And it defines “trigger crank” as 
any device to be attached to the 
weapon that repeatedly activates 
the trigger through the use of a 
lever or other part that is turned 
in a circular motion, but does 
not include any weapon initially 
designed or manufactured to fire 
through the use of such a crank or 
lever.

 The warning letter was issued 
by the Executive Office of Public 
Safety and Security and was 
widely distributed since no one 
knows how many of the suddenly 
banned accessories were in private 

possession prior to passage of the 
new law. The latter ends with the 
warning that retention of such a 
prohibited item beyond the 90 
day grace period will expose the 
owner to criminal prosecution.

W&G

NJ Governor Will
Tighten CCW Rule

 New Jersey Gov. Phil Murphy 
recently announced that he will 
roll back Christie administration 
regulations that were designed to 
make it easier to carry handguns 
in the Garden State.
 Murphy, a Democrat, 
announced the decision at a 
YMCA in Trenton alongside 
Attorney General Gurbir Grewal, 
Senate President Steve Sweeney 
and Glenda Torres, the mother of 
a man who was fatally shot in the 
city in 2012.
 According to The Associated 
Press, the changes come after 
the Republican-led US House of 
Representatives passed reciprocity 
legislation that would allow 
gun owners with a state-issued 
concealed-carry permit to carry a 
handgun in any state that allows 
concealed weapons. The bill 
hasn’t passed the GOP-controlled 
Senate, but Murphy announced 
his decision on as part of his 
effort to prevent New Jersey from 
loosening its strict gun laws.
 Former Gov. Chris Christie, 
a Republican, changed the 
state’s strict “justifiable need” 
requirement to obtain carry 
permits for handguns. Under the 
regulation, residents needed to 
show they faced “serious” threats. 
Christie’s 2016 change came after 
he commissioned a panel to study 
the issue.
 The panel was created after 
Berlin resident Carol Bowne, 
whose firearm permit application 
was delayed beyond the statutory 
limit, was stabbed to death by 
an ex-boyfriend who later killed 
himself.

W&G

 Nebraska lawmakers rejected 
a bill on Jan. 9 that would have 
raised the cost of a concealed 
handgun permit from $5 to $25, 
with some senators arguing that 
counties shouldn’t impose any fee.

According to the Associated 
Press the legislation hit a wave of 
resistance despite arguments that 
it would help counties cover the 
rising cost of processing permit 
applications, a requirement im-
posed on counties by the state.

Lawmakers voted 27-17 to in-
definitely postpone the measure, 
killing it for the rest of this year’s 
session.

Nebraska’s three most populous 
counties — Douglas, Lancaster 
and Sarpy — have seen a sharp 
increase in the number of permit 
applications that need to be pro-
cessed while the fee has stayed the 
same for the last 25 years, said 
Sen. Carol Blood of Bellevue, the 
bill’s sponsor.

Blood said the Legislature’s 
reluctance to allow such fee in-
creases creates pressure on county 
boards to raise property taxes.

Senators also rejected a pro-
posed amendment to shift the cost 
from counties to the state, but ad-
opted a measure that would have 
let permits remain valid for five 
years instead of the current three.

W&G
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LA Council Votes
Gun Snitch Reward

 
The Los Angeles City 

Council voted recently 
to create a program that 
would offer a $1,000 
reward to anyone who 
provides information that 
leads to the recovery of an 
illegal firearm, according to 
Patch.com.

 “All too often, illegal 
weapons go unreported,” 
Councilman Paul 
Krekorian, who introduced 
the motion, told the 
council before the vote.

 “So the item before you 
will create a new reward 
system and an anonymous 
tip line to ensure that 
people who are aware 
of these weapons, these 
illegal weapons, will have 
an opportunity to safety, 
anonymously report them 
and be incentivized to do 
so by the existence of the 
reward.”

 The 15-0 vote by the 
council directs the city 
attorney to prepare an 
ordinance to establish an 
Illegal Firearm Recovery 
Reward Program that offers 
$1,000 for a successful tip.

 The vote also authorizes 
the Los Angeles Police 
Department to enter into 
an agreement with Los 
Angeles Regional Crime 
Stoppers to collect tips on 
individuals in possession 
of an illegal firearm, and to 
anonymously pay out the 
rewards.

W&G
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From the Editor
A while back I had email ex-

changes with two friends, one also 
a colleague, about the then-up-
coming SHOT Show, the annual 
trade show for the firearms indus-
try, held in Las Vegas in January.

Both friends expressed the wish 
that they were going, too, and to 
both I replied, somewhat jokingly, 
that the highlight for me is always 
not having to wear boots and 
gloves for a week.

In truth that is a major perk 
of travelling from Buffalo to Las 
Vegas at the end of January, and 
everyone else on the plane—many 
of whom were going to a different 
business convention in Sin City—
seemed happy to be sitting down 
without a down parka on.

But the big value to going to 
SHOT every year is in seeing both 
the old and the new.

It starts on set-up day, when 
the Sands Convention Center is 
basically a giant concrete shell. 
Depending on when you do your 
set-up, there may already be the 
biggest booths set up, or cranes 
and other equipment could be 
pulling them into place. Smaller 
booths (like Second Amendment 
Foundation’s) generally get their 
shipping toward the end of set-
up and oftentimes later than ex-
pected. That allows you to roam 
around looking for floor managers 
(I’ve been doing this long enough 
to remember when we didn’t have 
cellphones to help track people 
and things down), and as you 

do, you see the “city” that SHOT 
will become start to take shape. 
You also see any number of old 
friends and acquaintances, many 
of whom are roaming for the same 
reasons you are. You have to be 
careful where you step as there are 
shipping boxes strewn all over and 
the buzz of the small army of mo-
torized helpers to contend with.

By the end of set-up, they are 
laying down the aisle carpets and 
putting up signage directing show 
goers through the maze of booths. 

You generally see different 
friends in hotel lobbies and in res-
taurants as well, or queuing up for 
coffee in the morning.

All that before the show even 
starts. After that it’s a whirlwind 
of more old and new, but the em-
phasis shifts to the new. It seems 
everyone in the business has 
something new that you must 
stop and look at—guns of every 
description, and accessories you 
never knew you needed.

Many of the professional gun 
writers have had an opportunity 
to try the new products hands-on 
the day before the show opens, 
and they are eager to let you know 
what’s on their “to-do” list for the 
year—stay tuned as we review a 
host of new offerings throughout 
2018.

There is also ample time to talk 
to people about general trends 
in the industry, about hopes and 
fears for new legislation and regu-
lation.

At the SAF booth, we spend a 

lot of time talking with manufac-
turers and dealers about pending 
court cases, as that is the lion’s 
share of our activity these days. 
There are so many in process that 
it is often hard to keep them all 
straight. (For more information 
on this, go to saf.org).

SHOT attracts a fair amount 
of folks from around the world, 
many buyers, others manufactur-
ers, but there is a universal lan-
guage among folks in the world 
of guns—what the late David Ca-
plan called The Second Amend-
ment Friendship—so there never 
seems to be a barrier to a lively 
discussion.

After a week of SHOT Show, it 
is time to go home, ladened down 
with catalogs instead of Welcome 
to Las Vegas mugs. These days, a 
lot of the catalogs come on thumb 
drives, which spares the packing 
considerably.

There’s always a few people you 
never met before on the flight 
home—either who attended the 
show and want to spend some 
time talking about it, or folks who 
were in Nevada for other reasons, 
but want to hear all about it.

And, yes, when you get to your 
car at the airport’s long term lot, 
your old boots are waiting for you.
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 When the first issues of Women & Guns 
magazine started to appear in gun stores, maga-
zine racks and gun show displays back in 1989, 
many of the “good old boys” snickered. They 
were the guys who thought their wives, girl 
friends, sisters and mothers should not interfere 
with men’s fun with guns, and they didn’t think 
women could handle self-defense or tools, espe-
cially guns.
 Now, we have to wonder who’s really grown 
up in the 25 years since Women 
& Guns made its debut.
 The evidence in the polls, on the 
shooting ranges, and in the mar-
ketplace is that women of all ages, 
colors and social backgrounds 
have become equal partners in the 
whole community of guns. In fact, 
at the 2014 SHOT Show, every-
one could see that not only were 
there more guns and accessories 
for women, but that women were 
either buying or selling the prod-
ucts, or running the companies 
that made them.
 The Second Amendment 
Foundation got into the whole idea of Women 
& Guns and the firearms equality movement at 
the very beginning. And we’ve been publishing 
Women & Guns ever since. We’ve kept up with 
all of the trends, not just firearms. In addition 
to a slick print edition, Women & Guns had a 
website early on in the digital age, and we re-
cently redesigned and restructured that website. 
While it may look more modern, it also main-
tains the pioneering Women & Guns articles 
from the past 25 years...and we are constantly 
adding new material.

Some men snickered
25 years ago,
but not anymore!

 Women & Guns was never just a traditional 
gun magazine in women’s clothes. It was always 
more practical, more informative and useful, 
edited by women for women who either owned 
guns or were just joining the gun community.
     In spite of that, through a quarter century, a 
lot of men have found that they enjoy reading a 

fact-filled gun magazine with a 
lot of the fat trimmed off. 
     You can find Women & Guns 
magazine on a lot of newsstands at 
$3.95 a copy. Or you can subscribe 
at a substantial savings, just $18 
a year for six copies loaded with 
training articles, defensive strate-
gies, legal advice and test reports 
on handguns and long guns, plus a 
resource directory.
    You can subscribe using this 
coupon, phoning us at 716-885-
6408, or online atwomenand-
guns.com. The Foundation 
guarantees your satisfaction.

Mail to: Second Amendment Foundation Periodicals

PO Box 35, Buffalo, NY 14205 • Phone: 716-885-6408

Please start my subscription to Women & Guns for
□ One Year, 6 issues $18      □ 2 Years, 12 issues $33
Name______________________________________
Address____________________________________
City____________________State____Zip_________
      □Check Enclosed       □ Charge My Credit Card
CC#___________________________________________
Exp. Date___/___       Security Code on back_______
Signature___________________________________
Required for Credit Card Orders Only
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The LCP ® I I features a short, crisp trigger pull  

with single-action feel, inner trigger safety, improved  

sights for superior visibility, a larger grip surface for 

better distribution of recoil forces and an easy-to-rack 

slide with an improved slide stop mechanism  

with a last round hold-open. 

LCP
®

 II
RUGER®

The Ruger American Rimfire® Target is built for exceptional  

accuracy with a 0.860" diameter, cold hammer-forged, 1/2-28"  

threaded target barrel. This new Target model is available in .22 LR,  

.22 WMR and .17 HMR and features a black laminate stock and  

factory-installed, knurled thread protector.

The Ruger American Pistol ® Compact model shares all of  

the features and rugged reliability of the duty-size gun in a smaller,  

lighter, more concealable package. Originally introduced in December 2015, 

the feature-rich Ruger American Pistol ® was designed with the latest U.S. 

Military standards in mind and was tested in the harshest environments to 

ensure the rugged reliability consumers have come to expect from Ruger. 

The new enhancements to the  highly popular Ruger Precision Rifle®  

make a great  rifle even better. These models feature a new handguard 

 providing increased scope clearance, a hybrid muzzle brake that reduces 

felt recoil and a billet aluminum bolt shroud which adds an upgrade  

that has become popular with Ruger Precision Rifle® owners.

The heavily redesigned Mark IV ™ maintains the same classic  

outward appearance as the Mark III ™ and incorporates a significant 

improvement customers will love – a simple, one-button takedown  

for quick and easy field stripping. A recessed button in the back of the 

frame allows the barrel-receiver assembly to tilt up and off the  

grip frame  without the use of tools.  

MARK IV™

RUGER®
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