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News

By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF

As promised, President Donald 
Trump signed legislation which 
reversed an Obama executive 
order to the Social Security 
Administration (SSA) to place 
some senior citizens with a 
conservator on the NICS no 
firearms sale list.

Those seniors, some 
congressional leaders and many 
organizations concerned about the 
right of senior citizens applauded 
Trump’s action.

House Ways and Means 
Committee Chairman Kevin 
Brady (R-TX) and Social Security 
Subcommittee Chairman Sam 
Johnson (R-TX) on Feb. 28 
praised president Trump for 
signing into law H.J. Res. 40 that 
ends an Obama-era regulation 
that discriminates against certain 
Social Security beneficiaries who 
need help managing their benefits.

Chairman Brady said:
“By signing this resolution into 

law, President Trump took another 
important step toward reversing 
years of harmful executive 
overreach under the Obama 
Administration. The American 
Civil Liberties Union, the National 
Alliance for Mental Illness, the 
National Rifle Association, and 
dozens of other groups have 
come out in strong support for 
this law because it prevents the 
Social Security Administration 

from denying certain law-abiding 
Americans their 2nd Amendment 
rights without due process. SSA 
should not be the arbiters of 
constitutional rights; it should 
be fulfilling its mission to serve 
all beneficiaries. I’m grateful for 
Chairman Johnson’s and Rep. 
Abraham’s leadership on this 
issue and I look forward to our 
continued efforts to hold the SSA 
accountable.” 

Chairman Johnson said:
“Today is a good day for the 

Social Security beneficiaries 
whose Constitutional rights 
were threatened by the Obama 
Administration’s discriminatory 
regulation. By signing my 
resolution into law, President 
Trump helped ensure that Social 
Security beneficiaries’ rights to bear 
arms and due process under the 
law are protected and preserved. 
As I’ve said before, just because 
someone has a disability does not 
mean they’re a threat to society, 
and needing help to manage 
your benefits does not make you 
dangerous. Social Security needs 
to focus on its job—making sure 
Americans receive the benefits 
they’ve earned—and today’s 
action by President Trump lets 
them do just that.”

Two ACLU staffers had written 
an Op-Ed column published 
in USA Today in support of the 
repeal measure.

“This month, Congress repealed 

a rule that would have registered 
thousands of Social Security 
recipients with mental disabilities, 
who have others manage their 
benefits, into the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check 
System to prevent them from 
owning firearms.

“The American Civil Liberties 
Union does not oppose gun 
control laws. As an organization 
dedicated to defending all 
constitutional rights, we believe 
the Second Amendment allows 
reasonable restrictions to promote 
public safety.

“But gun control laws, like 
any law, should be fair, effective 
and not based on prejudice or 
stereotype. This rule met none 
of those criteria, wrote Vania 
Leveille, ACLU’s senior legislative 
counsel and Susan Mizner, 
disability counsel.

“Adding more innocent 
Americans to a national database 
because of a mental disability is a 
disturbing trend.

“This is about more than guns. 
Adding more innocent Americans 
to the National Instant Criminal 
Background database because of 
a mental disability is a disturbing 
trend — one that could be applied 
to voting, parenting or other 
rights dearer than gun ownership. 
We opposed it because it would 
do little to stem gun violence but 
do much to harm our civil rights.”

Twenty-three other 
organizations concerned about 
the civil rights of the aged had also 
supported the repeal measure.

W&G
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Added Gun Tax
Proposed In MA

Massachusetts State Sen. 
Cynthia Creem (D-Newton) is 
sponsoring legislation that would 
increase taxes on firearms by 4.75 
percent and place the additional 
revenue into a trust fund, 
MassLive.com has reported.

The tax would extend to “all 
ammunition, rifles, shotguns, 
firearms or parts thereof,” the bill’s 
text reads.

Firearms purchases in 
Massachusetts are already taxed 
6.25 percent by the state and 10 
to 11.25 percent by the federal 
government through excise taxes, 
depending on the type of sale.

Creem wants to create a 
Firearms Violence Prevention 
Trust Fund using revenue solely 
from the new 4.75 surcharge. The 
trust fund will provide grants for 
programs aimed at reducing gun 
violence, such as hiring school 
resource officers or training for 
police officers.

In addition to establishing the 
violence prevention trust tax, 
Creem’s bill would also ban the 
sale of .50-caliber firearms and 
ammunition, with punishments 
ranging from a $1,000 to $10,000 
fine or possible jail time.

Furthermore, Creem’s bill 
addresses online purchases 
of guns, requiring that those 
transactions take place on a web 
platform developed by the state’s 
Department of Criminal Justice’s 
information services. Information 
about the sale of the gun must be 
provided to the department before 
the transaction can be made.

W&G

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor
 Has a veteran anti-gun 
Democrat U.S. Senator planted 
a seed of doubt about the Second 
Amendment, and a landmark 
Supreme Court ruling, to mislead 
the public about what the 
amendment protects?
 During questioning Tuesday 
of Supreme Court nominee 
Judge Neil Gorsuch, California 
Sen. Dianne Feinstein posed the 
following question:
 “In D.C. v. Heller, the majority 
opinion written by Justice 
(Antonin) Scalia recognized that, 
and I’m quoting, ‘Of course the 
Second Amendment was not 
unlimited,’ end quote. Justice 
Scalia wrote, for example, laws 
restricting access to guns by the 
mentally ill or laws forbidding 
gun possession in schools were 
consistent with the limited nature 
of the Second Amendment. 
Justice Scalia also wrote that, 
‘Weapons that are more useful 
in military service, M-16 rifles 
and the like, may be banned’ 
without infringing on the Second 
Amendment. Do you agree with 
that statement that under the 
Second Amendment weapons that 
are most useful in military service 
… may be banned?”
 But that’s not exactly what the 
2008 Heller ruling stated, as 
written by the late Justice Scalia. 
Indeed, Feinstein’s quote does not 
appear to be entirely accurate, but 
instead reflects her predisposition 
toward banning so-called “assault 
weapons” that are merely look-
alikes but are semi-automatic 
modern sport/utility rifles. 
 Here’s the full text of the 

paragraph as written by Justice 
Scalia:
 “It may be objected that if 
weapons that are most useful in 
military service—M-16 rifles 
and the like—may be banned, 
then the Second Amendment 
right is completely detached from 
the prefatory clause. But as we 
have said, the conception of the 
militia at the time of the Second 
Amendment’s ratification was 
the body of all citizens capable of 
military service, who would bring 
the sorts of lawful weapons that 
they possessed at home to militia 
duty. It may well be true today 
that a militia, to be as effective 
as militias in the 18th century, 
would require sophisticated arms 
that are highly unusual in society 
at large. Indeed, it may be true 
that no amount of small arms 
could be useful against modern-
day bombers and tanks. But the 
fact that modern developments 
have limited the degree of fit 
between the prefatory clause and 
the protected right cannot change 
our interpretation of the right.”
 Was Feinstein playing “Gotcha” 
with Judge Gorsuch, the working 
press – which wouldn’t take the 
time to read through the 2008 
Heller ruling to find the actual 
text – and/or the public? 
 Whichever the case, a careful 
reading of Scalia’s actual language 
does not appear to endorse 
banning such firearms at all. 
 But in the end, it is the reader 
who must decide what Justice 
Scalia was saying, and whether 
what Feinstein said he was saying 
is an accurate analysis.

W&G

Feinstein Quotes ‘Heller’ Out 
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Washington Post Sees New Hampshire 
‘Constitutional’ Carry as a Trend

In reporting on the signing of 
a “permitless” carry legislation 
in New Hampshire by Gov. 
Chris Sununu  (R) on March 
7, the Washington Post led off 
by saying that more states are 
allowing people to carry concealed 
handguns without a permit

New Hampshire recently passed 
a law allowing residents to carry 
a concealed handgun without a 
permit, joining a growing number 
of states that are allowing residents 
to carry weapons out of sight 
without a license.

“At least 11 states have passed 
laws allowing the concealed carry 
of guns without a permit, and 16 
states have introduced legislation 
this year to do the same, according 
to the National Conference of 
State Legislatures and the National 
Rifle Association,” the newspaper 
reported.

Gun rights advocates see the 
laws as the next frontier in Second 
Amendment rights, the newspaper 
told its readers, adding “but the 
legislation has been controversial 
in many places where it has been 
introduced, with law enforcement 
members, politicians and gun 
proponents arguing that the bills 
go too far.”

Nationwide, the legislation has 
been contentious and has failed in 
states that are traditional bastions 
of gun rights. The legislation has 
been dubbed “permitless carry” 
or “constitutional carry,” as 
proponents believe that people 
have a constitutional right to carry 
a gun with as few restrictions as 
possible. Legislation is pending 
this year in several states, 
including Kentucky — where gun 
rights advocates expect it to pass 

— Texas, Colorado and Indiana.
Idaho, Mississippi and West 

Virginia passed laws last year that 
do away with concealed-carry 
permits, allowing people to carry 
weapons without them.

The Granite State law allows 
anyone who has purchased a 
licensed pistol or revolver to carry 
it, loaded or unloaded, on him or 
herself, or in a vehicle. Sununu’s 
predecessor, Sen. Maggie Hassan 
(D), twice vetoed the legislation.

“We have historically allowed 
people to openly carry a pistol. 
I don’t see why you have to get 
a second permit if you’re a law-
abiding citizen and legally entitled 
to own a gun,” Jeb Bradley (R), the 
majority leader of the state Senate, 
said in an interview. Bradley and 
Sununu also said the law puts 
New Hampshire on equal footing 
with neighboring Vermont and 
Maine, which also do not require 
permits for the concealed carry of 
handguns.

The legislation went into 
effect immediately. Previously, 
gun owners had to apply for a 
concealed-carry permit with the 
local police chief, who granted 
or denied the request. Bradley 
said that numerous people were 
unfairly denied permits, but police 
chiefs testified during hearings 
that few applications were turned 
down.

The Post ended its report with 
the focus on opponents.

“This bill will eliminate the state’s 
long-standing permitting system 
and prevent local law enforcement 
from making important 
determinations that help keep 
guns out of dangerous hands,” 
Portsmouth Police Commissioner 

Joseph Plaia said in a statement. 
He is a member of Granite 
State Coalition for Common 
Sense, an offshoot of Americans 
for Responsible Solutions, a 
gun control group founded by 
former congresswoman Gabrielle 
Giffords.

Shannon Watts, founder of 
Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America, said the passage 
of such laws are an “anomaly” and 
occur in “legislatures that have 
been doing the NRA’s bidding,” 
The Post said, before reporting 
opposition by the governors of 
usually gun friendly sates such as 
Montana and South Dakota.

W&G

Wisconsin Supremes
Rule Bus Carry Ok
On Madison Metro

Wisconsin gun owners scored a 
major victory recently when the 
state Supreme Court, in a 5-2 
ruling, said the City of Madison’s 
Metro Transit agency cannot 
prohibit passengers from carrying 
firearms on city buses.

In the process, they also 
strengthened the state’s 
preemption statute, which 
prevents local governments from 
enacting stricter regulations than 
allowed under state law.

The case was brought by 
Wisconsin Carry, Inc. and one of 
its members in 2014, challenging 
a ban on bus carry that had been 
adopted by Madison’s Transit and 
Parking Commission nine years 
earlier.

This case is similar to a challenge 
of Washington State’s preemption 
law a few years ago by the City of 
Seattle, which tried to ban firearms 
in city park facilities by regulation 
rather than an ordinance.

W&G
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Article and photos
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

When The Trace, a publication 
that received funding from 
anti-gun billionaire Michael 
Bloomberg’s Everytown for Gun 
Safety, said gun thefts from cars 
have soared in some cities, the 
Second Amendment Foundation 
(SAF) pointed the finger of blame 
at the creation of so-called “gun-
free zones” as partly responsible.

“Whether it’s a school, city hall 
or other municipal building, city 
park, baseball or football stadium, 
post office or a private business 
such as a restaurant, shopping 
mall, theater or big box store that 
has been encouraged to prohibit 
firearms on the premises,” said 
SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb, “the 
result is the same. Honest citizens 
are being forced to leave their legal 
firearms locked in cars, trucks or 
SUVs and thieves have figured 
this out.”

The subhead of The Trace 
story claimed that, “As thefts of 
guns from cars surge, police urge 
residents to leave their weapons 
home.”

However, that is not exactly 
what the story says. Several law 
enforcement professionals are 
quoted explaining that cars are 
not gun safes, and that firearms 
should not be stored in vehicles.  

When citizens, who are licensed 
to carry, or legally carry in states 
with “constitutional carry” 
statutes, are faced with shopping at 
a mall or store where firearms are 
prohibited, or doing business in 

SAF Blames Gun-Free Zones for 
Uptick in Gun Thefts from Cars

a public building that bans guns, 
what are they supposed to do? 
Far too many people try to hide 
their guns in glove compartments 
that may, or may not, be lockable. 
Others simply try to hide their 
legal guns under a car seat.

Former Seattle Police 
Chief Gil Kerlikowske, who 
subsequently served in the Obama 
administration, lost a personally-
owned Glock 9mm pistol from his 
department-owned vehicle several 

years ago. He left the gun in his car 
while doing some post-Christmas 
shopping with his wife. That gun 
has never been recovered.

A growing number of 
enterprising people have 
purchased small gun safes for their 
vehicles. A lockable safe in the 
console or trunk might discourage 
a gun thief, but many gun owners 
wonder why they should be forced 
to take that chance. It would be far 
better to have their firearm with 

them, under their control, rather 
than leave it locked in a vehicle.

“American gun owners are 
being systematically discriminated 
against for simply exercising 
their constitutionally-protected 
right to bear arms,” Gottlieb 
said. “Ultimately, honest citizens 
are being victimized by such 
restrictions because not only 
are they vulnerable to criminal 
attack because of these unilateral 
disarmament laws, they stand an 
increasing chance of having their 
property stolen. The bottom line is 
that whether you own a gun or not, 
these laws make us all less safe.”

In Seattle, for example, former 
Mayor Mike McGinn, a liberal 
anti-gunner, launched an effort 
with Washington Ceasefire that 
encouraged businesses in the city 
to post their premises off-limits 
to firearms. The publicly-owned 
football and baseball stadiums in 
the city, along with a convention 
center attached to one of the 

Gun Thefts
Continued on Page 37

Gun-free zones are having an unintended consequence of forcing 
people to leave their guns in their cars, resulting in an increase in gun 
thefts. Even putting a gun in the glove compartment is no guarantee 
it won’t be stolen. Thieves know how to break into these fairly quickly.
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Did you ever think you would 
be reading about bathrooms in 
Women&Guns?

Long ago I thought I might 
write an article about how the var-
ious bathroom facilities at differ-
ent places affected my shooting, 
giving 5 stars to organizations like 
my own shooting club that has 
flush toilets, working sinks and 
were clean, 4 stars to the same, but 
not so clean, down to 1 star for 
the wooden outhouse at one na-
tional shooting event that was an 
infested, unclean, bring your own 
seat covers, toilet paper and hand 
sanitizer kind of place.

I gave up that idea, as many of 
the places I frequented were in the 
2 or 3 star category, and I did not 
want to discourage other women 
from shooting there.

So, if not ranking places to 
shoot by the cleanliness of their 
facilities, what brings bathrooms 
into today’s article?

If you carry concealed, or are 
thinking about carrying con-

Bathrooms Are Important—
For More Reasons Than You Know
cealed, the bathrooms you fre-
quent are an integral part of the 
decision process of deciding on 
the gun you carry and the con-
cealment method you choose.

Here are some questions for 
your consideration:

Do your bathrooms have stall 
walls that go all the way to the 
floor? If so, your privacy is quite 
well guaranteed. Typical walls that 
don’t reach the floor mean that if 
a gun is in there are a lot of things 
that can go wrong.

Where does your gun go when 
you are using the facilities? A gun 
in your purse will stay safe wher-
ever your purse goes, hopefully on 
the hook for coats and purses. 

If not in a purse, your gun 
might be in a IWB (inside waist-
band) holster or an OWB (outside 
waistband) holster. Let’s consider 
them separately.

A gun in an inside the waistband 
holster may be open top or closed, 
may hold your gun securely 
enough to be turned upside down 
or not. Depending on the type 
and placement, it will be held in 
place by friction (usually between 
the body and the belt or clothing). 
Loosening one’s pants means the 
gun and holster won’t stay in place 
and must be put somewhere else, 
temporarily.  

Where, temporarily? On the flat 
back of the toilet tank, if there 
is one. A real danger with this is 
forgetting your gun and leaving 
it there on the back of the toilet. 
This has happened to many, in-

cluding police officers, security 
personnel and regular folks. You 
don’t want the next person who 
uses that bathroom to find a gun! 
Remember: forgetting your gun, 
once it is off your body is easier 
than you think it is.

Another temporary place to 
keep your gun is in the seat of your 
pants, carefully stretched between 
your knees, if you are wearing 
sturdy pants like jeans. Thin pants 
can be a problem; things might 
sink from your knees to your 
ankles, and become visible from 
the next stall. Of course wearing a 
skirt makes this impossible.

A third temporary place utilizes 
your purse. In your purse, if your 
purse has room enough, on your 
purse, if your purse is too small 
or too full. This requires a toilet 
stall with a suitable hook; if yours 
doesn’t have that, your gun in its 
holster will have to go on top of 
your purse on your lap - quite a 
production to do and to reverse. 

Another temporary place might 
be the flat top of the toilet pa-
per dispenser, if there is one and 
if your gun and holster are small 
enough to balance there, and you 
aren’t going to knock them over 
when you stand up.

The least desirable temporary 
place is on the floor—use this only 
if you absolutely have to. This is 
not only filthy, it might be visible 
from the adjacent stall.

How do men manage? Here’s 
some man-to-man advice for how 
to use a toilet when sitting down 
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is necessary (from a guy whose 
handle is Peckerwood). 

“Leave it holstered, and do not 
use the grip of your weapon to 
manipulate your pants. Back up to 
the toilet. Unbuckle your belt. Us-
ing your weak hand, pull the loose 
ends of your belt away from your 
body and hold snug. Using your 
strong hand, undo your draw-
ers and drop them to just above 
your knees. Sit down. Buckle your 
belt at the first notch. Spread your 
legs a little to keep it snug while 
your take care of business. 
Problem solved.”

That might be fine for 
men’s occasional use, but 
it is not “problem solved” 
for the typical woman 
who uses the bathroom 6 
or 7 times a day, and does 
not wear a belt.

With an inside the waist-
band holster the need for 
temporary storage means 
that there is always the 
chance of something bad happen-
ing to your gun—with the gun, 
with or without the holster, end-
ing up on the floor.

Is an outside the waistband 
holster any better? That kind of 
gear is fastened to a belt, by either 
threading the belt thought the 
holster or a clip that allows it to 
be removed without opening the 
belt. A clip holster, once it is re-
moved, has all the temporary stor-
age problems of a IWB holster 

Not all women’s wardrobes allow 
for pants with a belt heavy enough 
to support a holster and gun. If 
your lifestyle lets you carry this 
way, that’s great, but you are not 
out of the bathroom woods yet.

You will still need to unbuck-
le that belt many times a day to 

loosen your pants. You might 
have to let the belt undo though 
at least one belt loop. OWB hold-
ers usually ride on the strong side 
of your body. That undoing, and 
the weight of the holster and gun 
may pull the holster horizontal or 
even a little more as you sit down, 
potentially dumping your gun out 
of the holster and onto the floor.

A holster with a thumb break 
would prevent this; an open top 
holster would be at more risk. 

This almost happened to me 

wearing some gear that I use for 
teaching.

If the worst happens to you and 
your gun falls to the floor of your 
toilet stall, resist the urge to grab 
it up quickly. That’s when unin-
tentional discharges happen. Take 
a moment to be thankful that 
modern guns do not go off by 
themselves when dropped, then 
slowly and safely pick your gun up 
and get on with life (which might 
mean explaining things to anyone 
else in the bathroom and might 
mean finding a different way to 
carry).

Do you use the same bathrooms 
every day? If so, you can more 
easily tailor your carry method to 
them. But if you often use differ-
ent bathrooms, you might find 

some that require dangerous gun 
handling and the possibility of ex-
posure. You might want to choose 
a concealed carry method that can 
safely withstand the most difficult 
bathroom. 

Most men don’t have this prob-
lem. Most men wear pants with 
belts, a holster inside or outside 
the pants, and most bathroom use 
is performed standing up. 

Your gun, if it is of modern 
manufacture should not go off if 
dropped, even onto a tile floor. 

Sometimes the internal safe-
ties fail, sometimes people 
handle their guns improp-
erly. If either happens, you 
could shoot yourself in the 
leg or foot. A bullet can eas-
ily shatter a toilet and several 
folks have been wounded by 
flying shards, including Mi-
chelle Ferguson who taught 
6th grade at the Westbrook 
Elementary School in Tay-
lorsville, a suburb of Salt Lake 

City. She was carrying her hand-
gun legally in school and had an 
incident in the bathroom that in-
jured her seriously.

 Another carry method you 
might try is one in which the 
gun is on your body but above 
your waist, negating the need for 
a belt or for temporary storage. 
Belly bands and bra holsters come 
to mind, but not everyone loves 
them or can wear them. 

Is it any wonder that most 
women who carry, carry in a 
purse? That is the method that 
never requires putting your gun 
somewhere temporarily, doesn’t 
require a belt, and doesn’t risk ex-
posure and, worse, an unintended 
discharge.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Among the most useful, reli-
able and practically accurate .22 
caliber rifles made is the Ruger 
10/22. Introduced in 1964, the 
Ruger 10/22 has become the 
most popular .22 rimfire rifle in 
America. My experience with the 
rifle goes back some forty years. I 
have enjoyed excellent results with 
every Ruger .22 I have owned. I 
have never seen a malfunction 
with the rifle when the 10/22 is 
fed the proper High Velocity .22 
Long Rifle ammunition. Varia-
tions include rifles designed for 
long range target work, for hunt-
ing, and even tactical versions for 
personal defense. It is difficult to 
choose a favorite among the many 
variations, but a new version of 
the rifle has my attention. 

Ruger has introduced a ver-
sion of the rifle that is similar in 
appearance to the M1 Carbine. 
The M1 .30 Carbine was used 
in World II, Korea, and Vietnam 
and is a highly collectable firearm. 
Light, handy, and firing a mid-
range cartridge, the M1 carbine 
was the first low maintenance mil-
itary rifle and the first issued with 
non-corrosive ammunition.

 The Ruger 10/22 M1 version 
isn’t a reproduction as it is cham-
bered in .22 Long Rifle, but it is 
fittingly called a tribute to the M1. 
For performance, appearance, and 
fun factor the Ruger makes the 
grade. The look is classic but the 
performance is all 10/22. 

The heart of the rifle is the prov-

en 10/22 action. This is the most 
proven .22 caliber self-loading rifle 
ever manufactured. The rifle will 
use any accessory designed for the 
Ruger 10/22 including the X se-
ries magazines. Previously, Ruger’s 

10/22 featured the famously reli-
able 10-round rotary magazine. 
This design is among the stand-
outs of all Ruger products for en-
gineering success. This magazine 
is trouble free and very reliable. 
The X25 series magazines intro-
duced a few years ago give the rifle 
a 25-round capacity. Unlike the 

many aftermarket magazines of-
fered for the Ruger 10/22, Ruger 
magazines are reliable, well made 
of good material, and rugged. The 
M1 version is provided with a new 
version of the X magazine, the X 

Ruger’s Reliable and Useful 10/22 M1 Carbine  

The Ruger 10/22 M1 carbine is a first class fun gun. 

Firing offhand, the Ruger’s aperture sights gave excellent results.  
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15, with a 15-round capacity. This 
mimics the original M1 .30 car-
bine’s 15-round box. The action is 
the same as any other 10/22 with 
a cocking handle on the right side, 
push button safety in the trigger 
guard, and magazine release in 
front of the trigger guard. 

The Ruger 10/22 M1 features 
a protected front sight in keep-
ing with the military appearance 

theme. A most interesting modifi-
cation to the original Ruger 10/22 
is the rear sight. The rear sight is 

an aperture type that 
while not identical 
to the M1 carbine 
is used in the same 
manner. This rear 
sight should offer 
real speed and excel-
lent practical accu-
racy. It is smaller than 
some apertures which 
should complement 
the 10/22’s accuracy. 
The rifle also incor-
porates a Picatinny-
type rail on the re-
ceiver. This will allow 
easy mounting of 
optics. I see the rifle 
as well suited to an 

affordable Red Dot sight for fast 
work at moderate range. 

I have seen both original and 
reproduction .30 carbines fitted 
with optics and they are formi-
dable rifles. After all the original 
was used in the Pacific with a 
night vision scope! The wooden 
stock is what sets this rifle apart 
from every other Ruger 10/22. 
The stock features a forend that 
closely mimics the design of the 
M1 carbine. The outlines, dimen-
sions and style of the stock are 
similar to the M1 carbine, includ-
ing a slot in the rear of the stock 
that allows the use of a sling in 

the original M1 carbine manner. 
Overall the design and execution 
of the wooden stock and furniture 
leave nothing to be desired.   

It may seem redundant to exten-
sively test fire a new variant of the 
Ruger 10/22; after all, the rifle is 
proven in many years of hard use. 
But the handling and practical ac-
curacy of the new version invited 
shooting. The Ruger 10/22 in its 
many variations is among the fun 
guns of the last fifty years and this 
rifle would prove no different. The 
original M1 carbine was among 
the fastest handling military rifles 
every designed. The new Ruger 
duplicates that speed in handling 
and makes for a valid choice as a 

go anywhere-do anything .22 ri-
fle. Many recommend the .22 cal-

iber rifle as a personal defense and 
survival type rifle. There is much 

Ruger’s Reliable and Useful 10/22 M1 Carbine  

.22 LR ammunition is inexpen-
sive and has little recoil. 

The Ruger .22, lower, mimics the look and outline of the US M1 Car-
bine, above. 

The protected front sight is a 
good feature. The rear sight proved very pre-

cise in accuracy testing.
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merit in this recommendation. 
The rifle is light, ammunition 

weight a trifle, and accuracy is 
excellent. You can get a shooter 

up to speed on the .22 caliber 
rifle much faster than a center-
fire rifle. But the .22 isn’t a cen-
terfire rifle and the power of the 
cartridge simply isn’t sufficient 
for personal defense and hunt-
ing medium size game. Just the 
same, the .22 has been used in 

personal defense and has served 
well on occasion. Shoot straight 
and practice firing repeat shots. 
The accuracy of the rifle and car-

tridge combination lends itself 
well to fast hits to the arterial 
region. But light cover or heavy 
clothing will defeat the .22. The 
rifle is a great small game get-
ter. Rabbit, squirrel and other 
animals to perhaps the 25 pound 
class may be taken cleanly with 

the .22 Long Rifle and a well-
designed load such as the Fioc-
chi CPHP (Copper plated hol-
low point). A good shot with a 

steady hand might find the piece 
effective against predators such 
as coyote, varmints and ground 
hogs. When the overall perfor-
mance of the rifle and cartridge 

are considered, the Ruger 10/22 
and .22 Long Rifle cartridge 
combination is among the most 
attractive, ounce for ounce, of 
all modern firearms. This Ru-
ger gave excellent results. At 25 
yards groups were centered into 
an inch. The average 10/22 is 
good for two inches at 50 yards. 
The 10/22 M1 is a winner.

W&G

This fleece-lined sheath from World War Supply, made for the .30 car-
bine, is a perfect fit for the Ruger .22. 

The heart of the rifle is all Ruger 10/22. 

The 10/22 M1 controls are all Ruger 10/22 with no modification there.  

The Ruger may be used with fac-
tory Ruger 10-,15- and 25-round 
magazines.

This sling swivel shows attention 
to detail. 



May-June 2017  15

By Dave Workman
Contributing Editor

 For decades, Charter Arms 
has turned out rugged, reliable, 
budget-priced revolvers in popular 
calibers that offer a no-frills option 
for people in need of a defensive 
handgun that works.
 They may not win beauty 
contests day-in and day-out, but 
when the hammer falls they go 
“Bang!” with gusto. Charter Arms 
revolvers are workhorses, and this 
year, there are some new versions 
of the Undercover Lite snubnose 
that might also be considered 
show horses.
 Undercover Lite models feature 
aircraft-grade aluminum frames, 
steel barrels, cranes and cylinders 
to save weight. They are all 

chambered for the dependable 
.38 Special cartridge. All have 
2-inch barrels and full shrouds 
to protect cylinder pins, and five-
shot capacities. They join a rather 
large family that already includes 
18 different model variations 
including one DAO model called 
the Pink Lady for its pink frame 
color.
 The handsome Blue Diamond 
has an anodized blue frame with 
hi-polish stainless steel barrel and 
cylinder. It’s a real eye-catcher that 
comes with a molded rubber grip 

Charter Arms Announces Four
New Undercover Lite Revolvers

with checkering.
 The Rosebud is another 
variation, featuring a rose gold 
frame with hi-polish stainless steel 
barrel and cylinder, and the Gold 
Chic Lady is likely to appeal to 
women, thanks to its anodized 
gold frame that offsets well against 
the polished cylinder and barrel. 
It also comes with a faux gold 
colored alligator case.
 Last in line is the Earthborn, a 

tough-looking little wheelgun that 
stands apart from the other new 
arrivals because it sports an earth 
tone frame and cylinder offset by 
a matte black barrel.
 Each of these revolvers has an 

exposed hammer, and they will 
appeal to weight-conscious people 
who don’t care to be lugging 
around a heavy defensive sidearm. 

All of these models hit the scales 
at a remarkable 12 ounces. As a 
result, certain loads might deliver 
a fairly robust recoil. MSRP for 
the line is $414.
 That considered, these new 
Charter Arms models should 
garner a pretty good following, 
and they are priced competitively 
to likely make that happen.
 For more information, visit 
charterfirearms.com

W&G
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By Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

Cowboy mounted shooting (also 
called western mounted shooting 
and mounted shooting) is a com-
petitive equestrian sport involving 
the riding of a horse to negotiate 
a shooting pattern. Depending on 
sponsoring organizations, it can 
be based on the faithful reenact-
ment of historic shooting events 
held at Wild West Shows in the 
late 19th century. Modern events 
use blank ammunition certified 
to break a target balloon within 
twenty feet instead of live rounds.

With its origins in the 1990s, 
growing out of Cowboy Action 
Shooting (CAS), the sport re-

A Girl (and Her Horse) on a 
Competitive Shooting Course

quires both equestrian and shoot-
ing skills. A typical event requires 
two single-action revolvers loaded 
with five blank cartridges. Ten tar-
gets are arranged in a horseback 
riding arena, and the rider guides 
the horse across a timer line and 
engages the ten targets. When all 
ten targets have been hit, the rider 
returns across the timer line and 
the score is determined and re-
corded. The raw time of the rid-
er is computed and penalties are 
added for missed targets or fail-
ure to follow the specified course 
or procedure. The sport attracts 
men, women and junior shooter/

riders.
Kenda Lenseigne, and her horse 

Sparky, recently won five overall 
cowboy mounted shooting com-
petitions in the first two months 
of 2017. Lenseigne not only took 
titles in the ladies division, but 
also beat the men in competitions 
including:

Border Wars, Jan. 20–22, 2017, 
Queen Creek, AZ: Overall title 
time, for both men and women, in 
five combined stages was 73.803.

Southwest Regionals, Feb. 
10–12, 2017, Queen Creek, AZ: 
Overall winner with a time of 
69.637, placing above 211 com-

Kendra Lenseigne engages targets while riding during a cowboy 
mounted shooting event. Photo by Chad Reinhart, courtesy Safari-
land.
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petitors, both men and women, 
with the fastest time in three out 
of five stages.

CMSA Winter U.S. Champion-
ship, Feb. 15–18, Queen Creek, 
AZ: Overall Champion Cowgirl, 
placing above 231 competitors, 
both men and women, with a 
time of 72.388.

Winter Range Championship, 
Feb. 26, Phoenix, AZ: Overall title 
time in all five stages was 45.425, 
placing above 108 competitors, 
for both men and women.

February Shooter Jackpot, Feb. 
27, St. Cloud, MN: Overall title 
time in three stages was 48.525, 
placing above 70 competitors, for 
both men and women.

Lenseigne is a Bianchi Team pro 
rider. Bianchi is a holster/leather 
brand of the Safariland Group.

“My horse is lightning fast,” 
said Lenseigne. “On every course, 
I have to change my guns after 
the first five targets, and am con-
fident in my Bianchi holsters be-
cause they are reliable, lightweight 

and have the perfect fit. With just 
7/100 of a second separating first 
and second place at this year’s 
Winter Championship, there was 
no room for error.”

Mounted shooting uses black 
powder theatrical blanks with no 
bullet. A number of companies 
manufacture certified ammuni-
tion for competition. These blanks 
were originally used in movie 
production and on the theatrical 
stage so that flame and smoke can 
be seen from the muzzle of the 
firearm. This burning powder will 
break a balloon target out to ap-
proximately twenty feet.

With its origins in CAS, com-
petitors originally wore period 
dress, but now modern cowboy 
clothing is the norm.

“Kenda continues to set the bar 
extremely high,” said Scott Car-

Cowboy mounted shooter Ken-
dra Lenseigne after a success-
ful event. Photo by John Beckett; 
hair and makeup by Julie Koeth, 
courtesy Safariland.

nahan, vice president, equipment, 
Safariland. “She is a true competi-
tor, and we are extremely proud of 
her start to the 2017 competitive 
season. Not only is Kenda an as-
set to Team Bianchi, she is an ex-
cellent brand ambassador and an 
inspiration to women looking to 
pursue their passions.”

Lenseigne competed in all five 
competitions with her Smoke-
chaser™ Bianchi Cowboy holster. 
Next up for Lensigne and Sparky 
is the CSMA National Champi-
onship in Tunica, MS.

For more information on the 
sport, the Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting Association (cmsaevents.
com) or the Mounted Shooters of 
America (newsmsa.com) list local 
clubs and upcoming events.

W&G
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By Joseph P. Tartaro,
SAF President

When it comes to precision rifle 
loads, many people turn to Black 
Hills Ammunition, in part because 
the South Dakota firm is the first 
choice for the shooting teams of all 
four US branches of the military. 
These elite competitors have 
come to rely on Black Hills for the 
ultimate in precision manufacture 
and quality control.

Many pistol shooters also rely 
on Black Hills for the highest 
quality, most effective handgun 
ammunition. And for the same 
reasons: precision loading and 
superb quality control.

Black Hills doesn’t manufacture 
their own bullets, powder, primers 
or brass. Instead they select the best 
components they can find from 
among other manufacturers, and 
combine them for the ultimate in 
performance in a specific caliber. 
As a result, they have become the 
first choice for many gun writers 
who test and tell their readers 
about the field trials of new 
handguns both for accuracy and 
reliable performance. For similar 
reasons many law enforcement 
departments choose Black 
Hills, as well as thousands of 
competitors and daily concealed 
carry Americans who bet their 
lives on the defensive ammunition 
they load in their carry guns.

Black Hills is always on the 
lookout for new technology that 
will improve the performance 
of their ammunition, and each 
year they introduce new purpose-
specific loads. They track the 

New Defensive Handgun Loads
from Black Hills Ammunition

performance of these loads as they 
seek to provide the best defensive 
ammunition choices in each 
caliber.

So it was in 2016 that they 
introduced a new load featuring 
a non-expanding, all brass bullet 
with hard cutting edges in .380 
ACP and .38 Special. These 
new bullets have deep flutes that 
outperform the best defensive 
hollow point ammunition. 
Developed in concert with 
another manufacturer, Lehigh 
Defense, these new bullets literally 
and efficiently cut through 
barriers that plug conventional 
hollowpoints, while creating 
larger, deeper wound paths. 

While the .380 ACP and 
.38 Special are considered by 
some shooters as unpowereded 
for personal defense, these two 
calibers are still popular with 
many gunowners. The .380 is 
a popular chambering in small, 

light, easily concealed autoloaders 
available from just about every 
handgun manufacturer in the 

The 135-grain .45 ACP is one of three new HoneyBadgerTM loads 
introduced for 2017. 

Close-up view of one of the sharp 
cutting edges of the new Black 
Hills HoneyBadger® defense 
loads.
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US or the world. The maligned 
.38 Special, once upon a time 
the standard load for most police 
agencies, is still offered in 4-inch 
and 6-inch barreled revolvers for 
home or open carry, and in snub-
nosed revolvers ideal for concealed 
carry.

The Black Hills loads for these 
two calibers, while lighter in 
bullet weight than many other 
same caliber loads on the market, 
generate more energy and higher 
velocity, making them a top 
choice for men and women who 
carry guns in those calibers. The 
60-grain Extreme Defense load 
introduced in 2016 generates 176 
foot pounds of energy traveling 
at 1150 feet per second. The 
sister 100-grain .38 Special load 
traveling at 1275 feet per second 
generates 361 foot pounds. In 
both cases, these Black Hills 
defensive loads outperform many 

conventional heavier competitors. 
When first introduced last year 

only in .380 ACP and .38 Special 
loads, they got extensive testing 
and many men and women who 
choose those calibers for their 
personal carry guns immediately 
switched.

So effective did they 
prove that this year, 
Black Hills added three 
more loadings using 
the same bullet design, 
which they renamed 
HoneyBadger™.

This year, Black 
Hills added three 
more defensive 
loads to the all-new 
H o n e y B a d g e r ™ 
family. These include 
a 9mm 125-grain loading, a 
.45 ACP 135-grain for the 
ultimate in self-defense, plus a 
HoneyBadger™ .44 Magnum 

160-grain for hunting or defense 
against four-legged predators. The 
new HoneyBadger™ 9mm and 
.45 ACP loads were designed to 
provide optimum performance 
in ballistic gelatin while 
avoiding over-penetration, as the 
illustration here indicates. 

The folks at Black Hills 
Ammunition are never satisfied 

The 9mm, 125-grain HoneyBadger™ 
subsonic fired through a 4.4-inch barrel 
penetrated 18.625 inches of ballistic gelatin, 
producing a 14-inch long temporary cavity 
that varied from 2.5 inches to 9 inches in 
diameter.

NEW AMMO
Continued on Page 36
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Among my favorite revolvers are 
those chambered for the .32 cali-
ber cartridges. The .32-20 WCF is 
the largest and most powerful and 
won’t be covered here; it demands 
a larger frame revolver. The light-
weight .32 Smith & Wesson Long 
revolver is a great recreational 
shooter that is surprisingly useful 
for taking small game. The .32 H 
& R Magnum is among the fin-
est field cartridges ever invented 
for much the same reasons as its 

shorter sibling—it is mild to use 
and fire, accurate, and more pow-
erful than the .22 rimfire. The 
.32s are a bridge between the .22s 

and the .38 Special and other 
larger cartridges. I do not con-
sider them useful for personal de-
fense but then they are better than 
tooth and nail. They have served 
and perhaps will serve again. The 
.32 H & R Magnum in its better 
loads is approaching acceptable 
ballistics for personal defense. 

The .32 Smith & Wesson Long 
was developed when Smith & 
Wesson went from the break top 
revolver to the modern swing out 
cylinder .32. The first modern 
double-action revolver, the Smith 
& Wesson Hand Ejector, was 

Mild Shooting and Useful 
.32 Caliber Revolvers

These .32 caliber revolvers are excellent recreational 
handguns with much merit for sporting use as well. 

The Ruger Single Six is loaded 
and ejected one cartridge at a 
time. 
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chambered for this cartridge. 
The .32 Smith & Wesson Long 

fires a 98-grain RNL bullet at 
about 700 fps from a four-inch 
barrel revolver. This is no power-
house. Yet, it was used extensively 
by police agencies, including a 
decade as standard issue for the 
New York City Police Depart-
ment. While a very common car-
tridge for defense use until about 
the 1970s, I have but a single case 
of the .32 Smith & Wesson Long 
being used in a combat situation. 
A plainclothes officer carrying a 
Smith & Wesson .32 emptied his 
revolver into a felon’s face and jaw 
attempting to stop a hold-up. The 
felon took four shots in the heavy 
cheek and jaw bones. He fled the 

scene and it took little cleaning 
and bandaging to fix him up after 
he was apprehended. 

The .32s I used as a teenager in-
cluded a rather nice Colt Detec-

tive Special with 2-inch barrel. I 
experimented with every load and 
handgun I could find. I had a diffi-
cult time wringing useful accuracy 
from small frame Smith & Wes-

son Kit Guns in .22 caliber. The 
Smith & Wesson six-shot Model 
30 is built on the same frame as 
the five-shot .38 Special so popu-
lar today; indeed this now discon-
tinued revolver was the original. 
This handgun and the six-shot 
Colt .32 are quite accurate, more 
so than the .38 versions in my 
experience. They offer light re-
coil and excellent accuracy. I took 
quite a few squirrels and other ed-
ible game at longish range. The 
revolvers were pleasant enough 
to use and fire and more accurate 

This Smith & Wesson double-
action .32 offers light recoil and 
surprisingly good accuracy. 

The modern five-shot .38 Special 
is simply a .38 on a .32 frame as 
this image illustrates. 

Fiocchi’s full wadcutter is intended to deliver Olympic grade accu-
racy. It does just that. 
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than the .22 and .38 revolvers my 
grandfather owned- at least in my 
young hands.  

I have owned quite a few .32 
Smith & Wesson revolvers. I will 
make a few observations concern-
ing the type. First of all they are 
all accurate. I have never seen a 
Smith & Wesson .32 that was not 
very accurate. A combination of 
quality control at the height of 
old school production is one rea-
son. The excellent balance of the 
cartridge is another. The two-inch 
barrel illustrated is good and tight 
but shows signs of long use. The 
characteristic flat latch and color 
case hardened trigger and ham-
mer are classic Smith & Wesson. 
Other than the power of the car-
tridge this revolver has no faults. 
The action is smooth, the sights 
are good, accuracy is excellent and 
the overall feeling is one of quality. 

You can’t fault the cartridge’s 

Accuracy Tables
Smith & Wesson Model 30 .32 Smith & Wesson Long
Five shot groups fired from a solid bench rest firing position
Load                     Velocity 15 yard accuracy
MagTech 98-gr. RNL  580 fps   4 inches
Fiocchi 98-gr. RNL  650 fps   2.25 inches
Fiocchi 100-gr. WC  622 fps   2.5 inches
Buffalo Bore 100-gr.WC 780 fps   2.9 inches
Buffalo Bore 115-flat point 703 fps   2.5 inches

Ruger 4 ¾ inch barrel 
.32 H & R Magnum
.32 Smith & Wesson Long 
MagTech 98-gr. RNL  723 fps   3.0 inches
Fiocchi 100-gr. WC  748 fps   1.0 inch
 .32 H & R Magnum ammunition 
Hornady 80-gr. Critical Defense  1141 fps  1.2 inch
Federal 85-gr. JHP  1099 fps  1.25 inch 
Black Hills Ammn. 85-gr. JHP 1120 fps  1.1 inch
Buffalo Bore 100-gr. JHP 1290 fps  1.5 inch
Buffalo Bore 130-grain Lead 1199 fps  1.25 inch  

power as you know what you are 
getting when you deploy the .32 
Smith & Wesson Long. I was able 
to control the revolver easily and 
made several offhand double-
action groups at ten yards that 
could be covered with the hand. 
I fired as quickly as I could bring 
the sights back on target after re-

coil—and recoil is not a fac-
tor with this handgun. 

This revolver is actually 
more accurate in a mechani-
cal sense then the majority 
of .22 caliber versions we 
call the .22/.32 kit gun. The 
.32 Smith & Wesson Long is 
a wonderful small game car-
tridge that takes rabbit and 
squirrel without any fuss 
and bother and without de-
stroying excess meat. 

As for personal defense the 
choice of a quality revolver 
that is easy to use well may 
instill more confidence that 
is warranted in such a light 
caliber. Buffalo Bore offers 
both a heavy flat point and a 
full wadcutter in this caliber. 
They are a considerable im-
provement and if you have 
grandmother’s .32 and wish 

to deploy it then this is the only 
reasonable choice. I prefer to use 
my old Smith & Wesson for rec-
reational use. 

The .32 H & R Magnum is a 
lengthened .32 with consider-
ably greater energy than the .32 
Smith & Wesson Long. This re-

The Ruger .32 Magnum is often carried in this first class cowboy 
rig from Rocking K Saddlery. This is the Diamond Loop Cattlebrand 
holster. (Rockingksaddlery.com)
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volver will accept and fire the .32 
Smith & Wesson Long cartridge 
as a sub load. An 85-grain JHP at 
1100 fps from a four inch barrel is 
the standard for this caliber. The 
result is a superbly accurate and 
controllable shooter with good 
accuracy in a quality handgun to 
50 yards. While usually associ-
ated with compact revolvers the 
cartridge is sometimes found in 
the Ruger Single Six single action 
revolver. It appears out of produc-
tion at present. Heritage Manu-
facturing apparently produced a 
similar model I wished to obtain 
but never found. Ruger also occa-
sionally offers fixed sight versions 
of the Single Six in .32 H and R 
Magnum. Ruger also offers a six 
shot version of their SP101 dou-
ble-action revolver chambered for 
the .32 H & R Magnum.

 If you choose the .32 H & R 
Magnum for personal defense the 
SP101 offers a stable platform 
with excellent control and good 
accuracy. While a Magnum in 
name, the .32 caliber Magnum 
offers inoffensive recoil with the 
heaviest loads. As an example, the 

full power .32 H & R Magnum 
recoils less than the .38 Special 
and offers about 60% of the recoil 
of the .357 Magnum revolver car-
tridge. 

While I consider the cartridge 
most useful as a target and small 
game cartridge, for those that for 
one reason or the other simply 
cannot handle the recoil of the .38 
Special, the .32 H & R Magnum 
offers an alternative. In a steel 
frame four-inch barrel revolver 
such as the SP101 recoil is mild. 
The .32 Smith & Wesson Long 
may be used as a sub loading. 
The .32 Smith & Wesson Long 
has no more recoil than the .22 
Long Rifle, subjectively, and in 
my opinion, is even more pleasant 

Useful .32s
Continued on Page 37

The Smith & Wesson makes a neat 
package in this Wright Leather 
Works (wrightleatherworks.com) 
inside-the-waistband holster. 
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Legally Speaking

In Favor Of
Reciprocity 

By Karen MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

My very good friend Lyn Bates 
and I disagree on reciprocity laws. 
I am for reciprocity. She is against 
it. In the March/April edition of 
W&G, Lyn gave her reasons for 
being against reciprocity. This is 
my rebuttal in favor of reciprocity.

The federal Constitution was 
adopted, in part to stop states 
from passing laws that disadvan-
taged citizens from other states or 
from creating barriers between the 
states. In order to create one uni-
fied nation out of what had been 
a collection of semi-independent 
states, each state was required to 
give full faith and credit to the 
acts of other states. For example, 
a marriage valid where it was per-
formed is valid throughout the 
United States. Being able to travel 
freely throughout the entire coun-

try is an important privilege of 
citizenship. Being able to protect 
your own life by being armed is a 
fundamental right. 

In 1900, Americans could trav-
el throughout the United States 
with their guns. Only a few cities 
required firearms licenses. After 
World War II, a proliferation of 
state and local gun laws made such 
travel difficult. With the growing 
complexity of laws, even if you 
had a license to carry a handgun 
in your home state, there was no 
guarantee that any other state 
would recognize that license. The 
problem was exacerbated by states 
that imposed severe, mandatory 
sentences on anyone who carried 
a gun without an in-state gun li-
cense.

Around 1990 there was a shift 
in gun laws. Most states adopted 
“shall issue” licenses to carry a 
handgun concealed. Such licenses 
had fixed standards for issuing the 
license. The pre-civil rights era li-
censing laws, some of which still 
exist, were different. Those laws 
gave police almost unlimited au-
thority to deny licenses on vague 
grounds such as not being “suit-
able” or not “having a need.” The 
anti-gun media predicted that 
states adopting “shall issue” con-
cealed carry licenses would see a 
return to the “Wild West” with 
shootings skyrocketing. They 
were wrong. Crime, for the most 
part, went down. 

Vermont, since it declared itself 
an independent nation in 1777, 
has had no restrictions on carry-
ing handguns and no particular 
problem with crime. You may 

carry open or concealed without 
a license. A growing number of 
states are following Vermont’s lead 
by allowing people who are not 
disqualified by federal law from 
having a gun, to carry a concealed 
gun without a license. This is gen-
erally known in the gunowning 
community as “Constitutional 
Carry.” Predictions by anti-gun 
factions that this would lead to 
huge increases in shootings have 
not materialized. 

Many Americans want the abil-
ity to carry a gun for protection 
when they travel interstate. In 
recognition of this, a majority of 
states have now passed reciproc-
ity laws that say that an out of 
state gun license will be honored 
in much the same way as motor 
vehicle licenses are honored. Some 
of those states, however, do not 
recognize the licenses of all states. 

Lyn and I both live in Massa-
chusetts. Massachusetts does not 
recognize gun licenses from any 
other states. Massachusetts is one 
of only two states that require a li-
cense to have a rifle or shotgun in 
your own home. Until a few years 
ago, the rifle license was not dis-
cretionary and you could have a 
handgun at home on a rifle license. 
After 1998, you could not keep a 
handgun in your home without 
a different, discretionary license 
that required you “prove you have 
a need” to carry a handgun. Prior 
to 1998, no training was required 
to get the handgun license. After 
1998 you had to take a four hour 
course that had no live firing to 
get the handgun license. If I am 
reading Lyn’s column correctly, 
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she assumes people in her home 
state are “unknowledgeable, inex-
perienced folks” and should not 
be able to carry because they only 
take a four hour course before be-
ing licensed. The 1998 require-
ment to take a four hour course 
was “feel good” legislation. There 
was no history of accidents which 
warranted the change in the law. 
There is no empirical evidence 
that shows that it has achieved 
anything except to develop a cot-
tage industry of people who teach 
the course. 

Massachusetts imposes a man-
datory sentence for anyone caught 
with a gun outside their home 
without a Massachusetts license. 
You could be a combat decorated 
veteran licensed in 49 states; but, 
if you do not have a Massachu-
setts license, you will be charged 
with a felony. If convicted, you 
will serve at least 18 months in jail 
which cannot be suspended, and 
you may be sentenced to up to five 
years. New York and New Jersey 
have similar laws.

Over the years I represented 
businessmen who were licensed 
gunowners in their home state, 
but were charged under Massa-
chusetts’ mandatory sentencing 
law because they absent mindedly 
brought a gun into the state in 
their car. There were cases of in-
terstate truckers who were charged 
under similar circumstances. 
There were people who unwit-
tingly wandered over the state line 
from New Hampshire. There was 
a steady stream of people from 
Boston’s airport. These people had 
checked guns into their luggage 
in accordance with federal law 
and filed all the proper declara-
tions. Because of some unforeseen 
problem with the airlines, they 
were directed to pick up their lug-

gage at baggage claim and hand 
carry it to some other terminal. 
As soon as they picked up their 
luggage, they were arrested by 
the state police and charged with 
felony possession of a handgun 
without a Massachusetts license. 
The fact they had a license from 
their home state was of no help. 
The same thing happens in New 
York. People, good people, people 
who were found suitable by their 
own chief of police or licensing 
authority, have gone to jail. There 
is no public benefit in this. Their 
only crime is that they did not pay 
Massachusetts or New York a fee 
for a non-resident license. 

Lyn does not like open carry 
laws. She fears that reciprocity 
will lead to open carry in Massa-
chusetts by non-residents. I un-
derstand her concern. I do not en-
courage people to carry openly in 
Massachusetts because too many 
people in my state are paranoid 
about guns. Open carry makes 
some people uncomfortable, or 
feel threatened. Gunowners need 
to be considerate of other peoples’ 
feelings. Too many police officers 
are trained that “gun” equals “bad 
guy,” especially those who have 
trained on pop up targets. Why 
run the risk? Massachusetts allows 
open carry with the proper license. 
It is legal, but it is not smart.

The New England states of 
Maine, New Hampshire and Ver-
mont are among the 28 states that 
have open carry without a license. 
There is no particular problem in 
those states, nor do their gunown-
ers travel to Massachusetts to 
cause problems.

More to the point, reciprocity 
laws do not allow someone to vio-
late the gun laws of the host state. 
They just provide that your home 
state license will be treated as if it 

were issued by the host state. A 
gunowner traveling outside of his 
or her home state should become 
familiar with the gun laws of the 
states in which he or she will be 
traveling. It is best to assume the 
laws in those states are in keeping 
with those of the strictest state you 
will pass through. 

You should assume, for exam-
ple, that if you are not carrying 
the gun on your person, it should 
be unloaded and have a trigger 
lock or be in a locked case. Be 
careful―some states do not allow 
you to leave a gun in a car. You 
should also assume that you have 
a duty to retreat in the event of a 
confrontation. Even in a “stand 
your ground” state, you should 
avoid the use of force if you can 
do so safely. If you use a gun, even 
if you are justified, you could face 
huge legal bills and a public rela-
tions nightmare. Always avoid 
confrontations. 

Laws on use of deadly force in 
the United States are similar if you 
stick to basics. You do not have 
the right to use deadly force over 
a verbal altercation. You should 
not use it if someone is running 
away from you. Self-defense, or 
defense of others, is based on ne-
cessity. Your life, or the life you are 
protecting, has to be in immediate 
danger of death or serious bodily 
harm. Nothing else is worth all 
the trouble you will have if you 
shoot someone.

Although my gun license is rec-
ognized in 38 different states, it is 
not recognized in New York. That 
means I cannot drive out of New 
England with my gun. Although 
many states have non-resident 
licenses, not all states do. Some 
have unreasonable standards like 
South Carolina which will not 
grant you a non-resident license 
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unless you own real estate there. 
If a federal reciprocity law is 

passed, at least people will not 
go to jail for simply crossing state 
lines. Gun licenses should be rec-
ognized throughout the country 
like driver’s licenses are.

I disagree with Lyn’s belief that 
there are no national standards 
for gun ownership. I also disagree 
that every state has a similar pro-
cess for issuing driver’s licenses or 
that people with driver’s licenses 
must have passed some test. 

National standards for gun 
ownership were set in 1968 with 
the passages of the federal “Safe 
Streets Act.” That law bars fel-
ons, people with mental health 
commitments, drug addictions, 
misdemeanor domestic relations 
abuse convictions or restrain-
ing orders, outstanding warrants, 
pending indictments and other 
such things from having guns. No 
state can authorize someone to 
possess a modern gun if they are 
prohibited under federal law. 

There is no uniform method 
for issuing drivers’ licenses. Six 
states allow 15-year-old children 
to get licenses. In South Dakota, 
the age is 14. A number of other 
states will give a 14-year-old child 
a license based on hardship. Some 
states require applicants take driv-
ers’ education courses, but many 
do not. The United States allows 
people from Europe (no speed 
limits on German highways/
drive on the left side of the road 
in England) to drive in the US 
on their European license. Euro-
pean road signs are nothing like 
ours. Canadian speed limits are 
METRIC and their traffic signs 
are bilingual. A Canadian driver 
who might not speak English, 
can drive in the US on a Cana-
dian driver’s license just as I can 

drive in Canada, or in Europe, on 
my US license even though my 
speedometer reads in miles and 
their signs do not. 

Laws governing how you drive 
are not uniform in the United 
States. Minimum and maximum 
speed limits are not uniform. 
Some roads restrict certain types 
of vehicles, bridges do not have 
uniform clearances, parking rules 
can vary within different towns, 
what constitutes driving under the 
influence varies from state to state 
as does the use of electronic de-
vices and seat belts. In some states 
police have blue lights, in others 
they have red. 

There is nothing showing that 
states with reciprocity laws for gun 
licenses have had any significant 
problems with lawful gunowners 
from other states. 

Do not assume that all police 
officers are experts with guns. 
Many departments only “require” 
officers to “qualify” once a year. 
I am sure there are officers who 
“qualify” with a pencil. Ask any 
gun dealer who has taken police 
department guns in trade. They 
will tell you horror stories of bul-
lets corroded into guns and bar-
rels filled with blue lint. Not all 
police officers practice with their 
guns once they retire. Some do 
and some do not. Retired police 
officers have been allowed to carry 
concealed throughout the United 
States for some time. It has not 
been a problem. Given recent 
complaints of unjustified police 
shootings, even “well trained” of-
ficers may not be properly trained. 
The world is not a street filled 
with pop-up targets as one might 
find in a combat pistol training 
course. 

That is not to say people should 

not be trained. It is just to say fail-
ure to mandate a formal training 
course has little effect on public 
safety. Informal training or coach-
ing can be very effective.

Being safe with a gun requires 
one to follow a few basic rules. 
Treat every gun as if it were load-
ed. Never point a gun at some-
thing that you do not have the 
right to, and desire to, shoot. Be 
sure of what is behind the target 
you are shooting at. Use the prop-
er ammunition for your gun. 

Voluntary home safety courses 
and hunter safety courses have 
resulted in a dramatic decrease 
in the accidental death rate from 
firearms. I approve of those volun-
tary courses; but, I would not put 
someone in jail if he or she did not 
take one. 

Fatal accidents with guns (in-
cluding hunting accidents and 
police officers who shoot the 
wrong person) are less than .2 per 
100,000 of population. Drowning 
is at 1.2; falls in the home are at 
8.8; and motor vehicles are about 
11.1. Guns are much safer than 
cars. There are less than 900 acci-
dental deaths by firearms per year 
in the United States as opposed to 
some 210,000 medical “accidents” 
in hospitals. All those states that 
do not mandate firearms training 
seem to get along just fine. 

Carrying a gun for self-defense 
requires things that cannot be 
taught. You need the maturity to 
avoid trouble. You need to have 
thought through your decision 
to carry a gun. You need to un-
derstand and accept the moral 
and legal consequences of what 
will happen if you use a gun for 
self-defense. If your life is truly 
being threatened, your self-pres-
ervation instinct will either carry 
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you through or not. The type of 
very basic “training” some states 
require for a concealed carry li-
cense will not help. A 4-hour 
course run by someone who may 
never have been in a life threat-
ening situation, is of little use in 
a violent confrontation. I would 
not discourage people from tak-
ing courses or reading about us-
ing force for self-defense. Such 
things force you to think about 
what you would do if you were 
attacked. No single class, how-
ever, prepares you to face your 
own mortality or deal with the 
effects of an involuntary adrenal-
in surge. Civilians are not police 
officers whose job requires them 
to go into dangerous situations. 
They do not need to be trained 
as officers are. Fortunately, most 
muggers do not take gun han-
dling courses nor do they spend 
time at the range.

If I want to go camping cross 
county, why may I not carry a 
gun for self-defense? Do I become 
a bad person because I leave my 
home state? My federal right to 
self-defense should not be contin-
gent on my staying at home. Be-
cause some states refuse to recog-
nize my home state license to carry 
a handgun, I am being denied the 
right to safely travel throughout 
the United States.

For years women were told by 
some police departments, “Oh 
little lady you should not have a 
gun because someone could take 
it away from you or you might 
hurt yourself.” Eleanor Roosevelt 
once said, “No one can make you 
feel inferior without your con-
sent.” I do not consent. Franklin 
Roosevelt said, “There is noth-
ing to fear but fear itself.” There 
is nothing to fear from a licensed 

gunowner being able to travel 
freely with his or her gun.

Reciprocity is the only way 
gunowners will be able to travel 
throughout the United States 
while maintaining their right to 
have a gun for self-defense. 
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126 Federal Court
Vacancies Pending
 The current Senate squabbling 
over President Donald Trump’s 
nomination of Appeals Court 
Judge Neil Gorsuch to fill the 
vacant seat on the US Supreme 
Court is only one issue of national 
concern.
 Many legal profession observers 
are concerned that there are 
currently 126 vacancies in the 
federal court system, which is 
slowing a growing backlog of 
federal court cases.
 So far, Trump has not submitted 
the names of nominees for those 
openings at the district circuit 
court and appellate court levels, 
but when he does there could 
be further partisan wrangling in 
Congress over the consent rule.

W&G

North Dakota 
13th State to Go 
Permitless
 On August 1, North Dakota 
will become the 13th state 
where concealed firearm carry 
without a permit, also known as 
constitutional carry, is in effect.
 After the State Senate passed the 
measure on Mar. 21 in a 34-13 
vote, Gov. Doug Burgum signed 
the bill into law on Mar. 23—
making it official that the state will 
join the small but growing club 
of states that allow law-abiding 
gun owners to carry their firearms 
without a permit. You still have to 
undergo a background check to 
lawfully own firearms and if you’re 
carrying, you need to inform law 
enforcement if approached.
 The “constitutional carry” 
authority provided under 
House Bill 1169 applies only 
within North Dakota’s borders. 
Those wanting concealed carry 
reciprocity with other states must 
apply for a Class 1 or Class 2 
North Dakota concealed weapon 
license, for which the requirements 
remain unchanged, Townhall.com 
reported. 
 Current law only requires an 
applicant for a Class 2 license 
to complete an open-book 
test, at a cost of up to $50, and 
undergo a criminal history records 
check. Class 1 licenses require 
firearms training and additional 
requirements. Both licenses carry 
an application fee.

Glock Challenges
Army’s Handgun
Contract to SIG
 The Trump White House is 
not the only entity battling the 
media these days and the Army’s 
Modular Handgun System 
contract awarded to Sig Sauer 
may have hit a snag as well.
 Glock USA has filed a protest 
with the government over the 
Army’s award of a new pistol 
contract to competitor Sig Sauer, 
according to documents filed with 
the Government Accountability 
Office (GAO), as reported by 
Army Times.
 Army Times has reported that 
Glock’s response “puts the Army’s 
plans to begin testing its XM17 
Modular Handgun System, based 
on Sig’s P320 on hold until the 
dispute is resolved. Army Times 
said “the Army has until June 5 
to respond to Glock’s complaint, 
according to the GAO website.”

W&G
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Making a Difference

Mother’s Day

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

The single most important thing 
that mothers want is for their 
children to be safe. We want them 
to be healthy, well-nourished, and 
happy. We want them to do well 
in school, to have friends, to grow 
into responsible, capable adults. 
Foremost, we want them to be 
safe.

We do everything in our power 
to keep them from harm. We are 
careful about the crib we put them 
into, the toys with which they 
play. We alter our homes when 
they are very young to help them 
avoid getting hurt; we keep the 
things they could swallow out of 
their reach; we lock away heavy 
and caustic substances.

We teach them to brush their 
teeth, and take them to the doctor 
for checkups. We insist they 
buckle their seatbelts, and don’t 
eat all the Halloween or Easter 
candy at one time.

We worry when they ride their 

bikes, and even more when they 
drive the car or, worse still, ride 
with their friends. We do our best 
to instill good values and practices 
for those times when they leave 
our sight.

Self-defense is fundamental to 
keeping ourselves and our children 
safe. Currently, in most of the 
United States there are laws that 
keep us from doing everything 
possible to defend ourselves. 
All gun-free zones prevent self-
defense with a weapon that is 
easily carried and used by even 
small, not very strong people.

One of the most common gun-
free zones is the college campus. 
Only a handful of states, Colorado, 
Idaho, Kansas, Mississippi, 
Oregon, Texas, and Wisconsin, 
have mandatory campus carry. In 
those states public-funded schools 
must allow students, faculty and 
staff to have a handgun with 
them. Some require it to be 
concealed; others allow it to be 
either concealed or open-carried. 
The rest of the states are almost 
equally divided. Twenty-two have 
Institutional Carry, leaving the 
decision to each school. Twenty-
one ban the keeping and bearing 
of arms on college campuses. 

I commuted to college. In my 
senior year I had classes in Portland, 
Maine, that lasted until 9pm. 
There was a parking lot available 
only with a student ID, but it 
was separated from the academic 
buildings. The alternative was on-
street parking. Late at night, both 

were dark, lonely walks. Because I 
was taking multiple classes, I was 
encumbered by many books and 
other paraphernalia.

I was aware of the vulnerability 
of my situation. There were 
simple means I could take, such 
as being alert to surroundings, 
and having my keys in my hand 
to unlock the car. Those keys 
and my hard-covered books were 
my only weapons, should I have 
been attacked, which fortunately 
I wasn’t. But, others in my 
circumstances have been, and 
continue to be.

A few years later, when we 
started a business, I attended night 
classes at the University of New 
Hampshire, a short drive from 
home. Just before 4 pm, I would 
arrive at the parking lot closest 
to the building in which my first 
class was held. Day classes were 
not yet over, and night classes were 
beginning. The parking lot was 
always full near the buildings. The 
only available spaces would be at 
the very end, where it was wooded. 
When class ended, the parking lot 
was almost deserted. It was dark. 
My car was far away, right by the 
woods. Again, I was aware of my 
vulnerability in the situation and 
acted as appropriately as possible 
within the constraints of being 
kept at risk by the state and 
university regulations. Again, I 
was very lucky and never had any 
incidents. But, others were not so 
lucky. There have been many rapes 
and other physical assaults on the 

Women&Guns®
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campus. Most are not reported to 
the general public, but handled by 
campus security.

The area is better lighted, now. 
There are many well-identified 
call-boxes throughout the entire 
campus. Still, assaults occur.

It is possible to prepare oneself 
with other means of protection, 
but nothing is as simple or as 
sure as having a gun, and keeping 
oneself trained in its usage. We 
and our children should be able 
to take care of ourselves, because 
the police and security guards are 
rarely near enough when they are 
needed. Self-defense is a basic 
human right.

Mother’s Day is in May. 
Graduation is in June. This 
is a happy time of the year. If 
your children are old enough, 
it is a poignant time. As the 
valedictorian is highly likely to say, 
it is a commencement. They will 
be moving on to the next stage of 
their lives. As our children leave 
our homes and town schools for 
their next big step into the world, 
let us arm them. Literally. 

I urge all mothers help to 
achieve universal campus carry. 
Contact your state legislators and 
your governor. Support groups 
at state and private colleges who 
are working for college students’ 
rights to keep and bear arms. Help 
keep our sons and daughters safe, 
just as you have always done. 
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Prois Hunting has announce 
that their new Prois website is 
now operational. After several 
months of work and re-work to 
offer efficient shopping experienc-
es, enhanced speed and optimized 
viewing on devices, the new Prois 
website offers customers what 
they deserve in a website. 

New features include:
1. New Prois Outlet showcasing 

all clearance and close out items in 
an easy to shop format.

2. New Shop By Hunting Pref-

erence. Are you shopping for your 
upcoming turkey hunt? Simply 
click the Turkey Hunting icon 
and you will be taken to a show-
case of all of their preferred turkey 
hunting gear.

3. New Shop by Product 
Weight. No longer will customers 
be forced to pick through all gear 
systems to find the performance 
weight gear they require. Simply 

New Prois Website
For Women Hunters

click through their Baselayers, 
Light Weight, Mid Weight, Heavy 
Weight and Rain Gear options.

4. New Shop by Camo Pattern 
option. Looking for that perfect 
jacket in Realtree Advantage Max 
1? Now you can find it with the 
click of a button!

5. Streamlined processes for 
Pro-Staff applications, Pro Dis-
count Program application, Mem-
bership Rewards sign-up and Do-
nation Requests. 

6. Live Chat! 

7. Clean new blog with the 
most recent posts from our staff, 
our CEO and our Social Media 
Coordinator!

8. Prois has had a banner year 
in terms of show and event atten-
dance. Wondering where they will 
be next? Simply click the “events” 
tab!

The web address is proishunt-
ing.com.

W&G

Keep Up With the
Latest Gun News

at
thegunmag.com
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By Dr. LateBloomer

Much has been written and 
many hands have been wrung by 
Organized Medicine about the 
perceived “evils” of firearms. The 
minions of Organized Medicine 
work furiously and insidiously—
both publicly and in the privacy 
of the exam room—to undermine 
a private citizen’s right to own 
and use firearms. They warp 
statistics and leverage emotions 
in order to paint the exercise of a 
Constitutional right as evidence 
of a flawed morality, or even as a 
“disease” to be eradicated.

Putting the lie to this skewed 
perception, my own experience 
within the firearms community 
for the past eight years has been 
neither diseased nor immoral. 
Thus, I would paint an entirely 
different picture.

I started my firearms learning 
curve eight years ago with 
one handgun, just wanting to 
understand how it all worked. I 
did indeed learn—and then kept 
right on learning. Because of 
the welcoming, supportive and 
educational atmosphere I found, 
not only in my local firearms 
community but all over the 
country, I now participate in many 
different firearms disciplines—
from competition to hunting to 
self-defense. I have friends all over 
the United States whom I would 
never have met were it not for 
the shooting sports and the wider 
firearms community.

Shooting in local club 
competitions, whether in IDPA, 

Point of View
Organized Medicine Misses Mark on Guns

USPSA, 3-Gun, Steel Challenge 
or Sporting Clays, has become 
for me a bit like other doctors’ 
Sunday golf games. These are 
fun, friendly competitions with 
established rules to argue over, 
while socializing with friends and 
giving each other a good-natured 
hard time. They often lead into 
dinner discussions afterward. 
Like golf, these sports involve 
significant monetary investment 
in equipment to participate and 

in training to improve. Though 
instead of a golf bag and clubs, 
we buy firearms and accessories, 
followed by regular purchases 
of ammunition―instead of golf 
balls.

But unlike golf or tennis 
or other activities in which 
physicians who are not me engage 
while socializing, these activities 
involve skills which apply to the 

real world. Marksmanship is a 
skill which has been prized since 
the first human flung a rock or 
chucked a spear. It is an ancient 
and well-respected discipline, vital 
not only to putting food on one’s 
table but also to personal defense.

Marksmanship (or 
markswomanship, if you are 
hung up about these things) 
involves eye-hand coordination, 
breath control, concentration, 
planning skills, personal discipline 

and—especially with firearms—
personal responsibility. There is 
also an intellectual component: 
understanding a bit about physics, 
ballistics and engineering teaches 
how your firearm and ammunition 
operate individually and perform 
together.

Then there is the oft-abused 
word “safety.” Organized Medicine 
groups fling this word around 

Among the benefits of learning to shoot competitively and hunt is a 
greater appreciation of where food comes from and wildlife habitat. 
Photo courtesy Howard Communications.
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trying to gain legitimacy for their 
anti-gun agenda. But they aren’t 
truly interested in supporting 
safety in the actual firearm use. 
Ask physicians what the 4 Rules of 
Gun Safety are and they are likely 
to stare at you blankly. This is 
because in Organized Medicine’s 
estimation, the only “safety” 
message should be that the proper 
place for a firearm is behind lock 
and key, rendered inoperable. 
That’s if they believe you should 
be permitted to own one at all. 
This isn’t “safety”—this is agenda-
driven lip service and sleight-of-
hand.

In my experience, competition 
shooters, especially in action pistol 
and 3-gun, are among the safest 
firearms handlers in the world. 
Muzzle and trigger discipline are 
followed religiously in training 
and competition. Failure to 
practice them diligently not only 
endangers fellow competitors, but 
results in being ejected from the 
match, and quite possibly from 
club membership. Repeatedly 
unsafe shooters are shunned. 
We police our own ranks very 
seriously.

Unfortunately, Organized 
Medicine continues to conflate 
legal, responsible gunowners with 
gangbangers and other criminals, 
mixing statistical apples and 
oranges in order to confuse the 
public, and advance their agenda. 
In reality, the shooting sports in 
general, and hunting in particular, 
are safer than almost all other 
competitive sports.

The shooting sports have 
widened my social circle, and given 
me life experiences and emotional 
support that couldn’t be found 
elsewhere. Thanks to learning 
shotgun skills and dipping my toe 

into the hunting world, I have a 
new appreciation for game birds, 
their life cycle, and preservation of 
their habitat. I have a new interest 
in learning where my food comes 
from.

Thanks to shooting events 
specifically for ladies, I know that 
I am not at all strange being a 
woman interested in firearms. I’m 
not even alone in being a woman 
physician who enjoys shooting 
sports—I just may be the most 
vocal one.

I also have made women friends 
in shooting who have many 
other careers, including full-time 
mothers and homemakers. I have 
greater appreciation for young 
mothers who want to defend 
themselves and their children 
from intruders.

I have male shooting friends 
who are like brothers to me. 
Many of them have military, 
law enforcement and emergency 
services backgrounds. They have 
given me a new appreciation for 
the challenges and frustrations 
of their professions. All of these 
people have mentored and 
encouraged me at every turn, 
as I in turn hope to mentor and 
encourage those coming after me.

Firearms and the shooting sports 
have brought incredible positives 
to my life. I have expanded my 

knowledge, my confidence, and 
my social supports—all because 
I joined the ranks of these fine, 
firearms-owning Americans.

Organized Medicine wants you 
to believe that firearms are some 
sort of immoral disease. Does 
gaining knowledge about safety 
and conservation, and developing 
camaraderie, confidence and 
friendships sound like a disease to 
you? Nope, me neither.

Dr. LateBloomer is the pen name 
of a female general pediatrician 
(MD, MPH, FAAP) who enjoys 
competitive shooting sports, 
including IDPA, USPSA and 
3-Gun. Evil semi-automatic 
firearms are her favorites.

Doctor for Responsible Gun 
Ownership (DRGO), is a project of 
the Second Amendment Foundation. 
Their website is drgo.us.
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‘Mom’ Founder Starts
Airline Leggings Kerfuffle

Shannon Watts, the founder of 
Moms Demand Action for Gun 
Sense in America, the Bloomberg-
funded anti-gun group, started an 
internet meme in March about 
dress codes on airlines when she 
tweeted that two teens on her flight 
who were denied boarding because 
they were wearing leggings.

Online umbrage raged until 
United Airlines explained that 
the girls were flying on an airline 
employee pass, which has a 
different dress code than that for 
paying passengers, at which point 
most people concluded that the 
airline was well within its rights 
to enforce their policy, but it 
left most travelers surprised that 
modern airlines had any dress 
codes.

W&G
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 The National Safety Council’s 
“Injury Facts-2017 Edition” 
shows a 17% decrease in accidents 
involving firearms from 2014 to 
2015, a period when gun sales 
soared, Fox News reported.
 There were 489 unintentional 
firearms-related fatalities during 
that time period, the lowest total 
since record-keeping began in 
1903. This decrease, which was 
the largest percentage decline of 
any category cited in the NSC’s 
report, came in a year that saw 
record-high firearm sales.
 But Kelly Nantel, National 
Safety Council’s vice president of 
communications, noted that gun 
violence is still a problem in the 
US.
 “While it is accurate that 
unintentional firearm deaths have 
reached an all-time low, National 
Safety Council Injury Facts 
data also show gun violence and 
intentional shootings, including 
suicides, claimed an additional 

Colt Team’s Reese is 3-Gun High Lady
 On March 31, Colt congratulated Team Colt shooter Maggie Reese 
on taking High Lady at the 2017 Superstition Mountain Mystery 
3-Gun event, in the Open division. The match was held March 24-26 
at the Usery Mountain Shooting Range in Mesa, AZ.
 “We are so proud of Maggie’s success this weekend at Superstition 
Mountain,” said Paul Spitale, Senior Vice President of Commercial 

Business for Colt’s Manufacturing 
Company. “Maggie has proved 
to be a top flight competitor in 
3-Gun competition, starting the 
season off with this win is very 
exciting for Team Colt.”
 Reese is a three-time 
Superstition Mountain Mystery 
3-Gun winner, with victories 
in 2009, 2010, & 2014. She 

trusted the reliability and accuracy of her Colt LE6920 for the rifle 
stages of the match, with targets out to 500 yards. Reese competing in 
open division allows for multiple optics and bipods, with no limit on 
magazine capacity.
 Approximately 350 competitors went through the 11 stages.
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Gun Accidents Hit Lowest Level
34,997 lives in 2015,” Nantel 
said. “A person’s lifetime odds of 
being fatally shot intentionally are 
1 in 370, which is substantially 
higher than the odds of being 
accidentally shot (1 in 6,905.)”
 “This latest release from 
the National Safety Council 
shows that the vast majority 
of the 100 million American 
firearm owners meet the serious 
responsibilities which come with 
firearm ownership,” said National 
Shooting Sports Foundation 
(NSSF) President and CEO Steve 
Sanetti. “They store their firearms 
safely and securely when not in 
use, and follow the basic rules of 
firearms safety when handling 
them.”
 NSSF took credit for the “ever-
downward trend” in firearms 
accidents, citing its program, 
Project ChildSafe, one of 
many firearms safety education 
programs.

W&G

Seattle gun tax 
revenue far short 
of predictions
 More than a year after the Seattle 
City Council rushed through a 
“gun violence tax” on the sale of 
firearms and ammunition, the 
city revealed that its first-year 
revenues had fallen far short of the 
projected $300,000 to $500,000, 
but offered only a general figure of 
“less than $200,000.”
 How much less? The city won’t 
say. 
 When W&G contacted the city 
for more detail, Glen Lee, director 
of Finance and Administrative 
Services, declined to narrow down 
the dollar amount.
  He noted that state law and 
city code “support” withholding 
more detailed information in the 
interest of taxpayer privacy. If 
the city were to provide a more 
accurate figure, he explained, that 
could result in disclosing taxpayer 
information.
 In an email provided to the 
Seattle Times, the city also said 
that there are “approximately 15 
potential firearm and ammunition 
taxpayers in the city for 2016.”
 The same information was 
provided to attorneys for TGM 
and the Second Amendment 
Foundation, which are suing 
the city over failure to disclose 
revenue information under the 
Public Records Act.
  The city is being sued 
separately by SAF, the National 
Rifle Association and National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, 
along with two firearms retailers, 
in a direct challenge to the tax. 
They argue that the tax is a form of 
gun control and therefore violates 
Washington State’s 33-year-old 
preemption law.

W&G



May-June 2017  33

CONFERENCE and HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS WORTH OF MATERIALS ARE FREE!
       Books, monographs and other materials—enough to start a Second Amendment library are free, as are Saturday 
luncheon, Friday and Saturday evening receptions and morning and afternoon breaks. Other meals, travel and lodging 
are to be paid by attendee. To register for the special room rate of $106 per night, call The Westin Dallas Fort Worth 
Airport at 1-844-390-9473 and mention GRPC. A tentative agenda will be sent in early September.

NAME_________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsored by the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms 
and the Second Amendment Foundation

Come meet national gun rights leaders and your fellow grassroots activists at the 32nd Annual Gun 
Rights Policy Conference (GRPC 2017) in Dallas-Fort Worth, Texas. This is your once-a-year chance to 
network and get an insider look and plan pro-gun rights  strategies for the coming year.

Past GRPCs have outlined victory plans and made public the latest firearms trends. They allow you a 
first-hand chance to hear movement leaders--and make your voice heard.

This year we’ll take a look at critical issues such as: city gun bans, “smart” guns, concealed carry, federal  
legislation, legal actions, gun show regulation,  and state and local activity. We’ll review the 2016  
elections, discuss state initiative battles and analyze the resurgence of Right to Keep and Bear Arms court 
cases.

The full roster of GRPC 2017 speakers has not yet been set. Past speakers have included: Alan Gottlieb, 
Joseph Tartaro,  Alan Gura, Tom Gresham, Larry Elder, John Lott, Eugene Volokh, Sandy Froman, Massad 
Ayoob, Mark Walters, Emily Miller, Rep. Bob Barr, Rick Patterson, Gene Hoffman, Tim Schmidt, AWR 
Hawkins and many others. Check our websites -- www.saf.org or www.ccrkba.org for updates.

Yes, I want to attend. I understand that registration, conference materials and luncheon will be provided 
courtesy of CCRKBA and SAF. All other meals, lodging and airfare are to be paid by attendee.

ADDRESS_____________________________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________STATE_________ZIP______________PHONE (______)________________

Email_____________________________________                  _____________Topics you would like discussed:___________

Send to:

2017 GRPC/12500 NE Tenth Place/Bellevue, WA 98005 
Phone  (425) 454-7012/ Fax (425) 451-3959

Email your registration to: GRPC2017@saf.org

2017 Gun Rights Policy Conference / FREE 

32nd
Annual

Fre
e R
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ion

September 29, 30 
and October 1, 2017

 The Westin
Dallas Fort Worth Airport

Register 
TODAY!

MAKE 2A
GREAT AGAIN
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GREAT AGAIN
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Federal Judge OK’s Remington 
Rifle Class Action Settlement
By Dave Workman
Senior Editor

A senior US District Court 
judge in the Western District of 
Missouri has approved a settle-
ment in a lawsuit against Reming-
ton firearms, according to CNBC.

The ruling, by Judge Ortrie D. 
Smith, has drawn some attention 
from the National Law Journal. A 
report in that publication looked 
at class action lawsuits, using the 
Remington case as something of a 
launch pad for discussion.

The case affects some 7.5 mil-
lion Remington bolt-action fire-
arms and included an outreach 
effort to gun owners that included 
social media advertising, a nation-
al radio campaign, direct mail and 
posters in thousands of gun shops. 
According to the court ruling, the 
combined effort reached millions 
of people. As a result, the court 
found that “the parties engaged 
in reasonable efforts to identify 
potential class members, and so 
doing, met the requirements” set 
down in the Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedure.

The settlement involves an es-
timated 7.5 million Remington 
rifles including the legendary 
Model 700, Model Seven, Sports-
man 78, 673, 710, 715, 770, 600, 
660, 721, 722 and 725 rifles, and 
the XP-100 pistol, according to a 
Remington announcement. 

Judge Smith, a Bill Clinton 
appointee, had previously twice 
ordered parties in the lawsuit to 
come up with a settlement. Ac-
cording to CNBC, critics of the 
settlement are not entirely happy 
and they think plaintiffs’ attorneys 

should have been more aggressive. 
However, Judge Smith acknowl-

edged that it is impossible to de-
termine just how many of these 
firearms –some manufactured de-
cades ago–are still in circulation. 
Likewise, it would be impossible 
to determine just how many peo-
ple might be considered members 
of the affected class of Remington 
owners.

By mid-February, 22,000 claims 
had been filed, but that still rep-
resented only 0.29 percent of the 
presumed 7.5 million affected 
Remington firearms. 

Providing some insight, Judge 
Smith noted in his ruling, “There 
are several possible explanations 
offered by the mediator, parties, 
and objectors: the class mem-
bers did not receive notice of the 
proposed settlement, the class 
members are satisfied with their 
firearms and do not want the fire-
arms to be retrofitted, the class 
members have not experienced is-
sues with their triggers as alleged 
by Plaintiffs and see no reason to 
submit a claim, the class members 
do not want to send their firearms 
off for an unknown period of 
time, the class is unique and does 
not trust the government or at-
torneys, and the class members do 
not want to submit claims because 
they believe the claims process is 
equivalent to a firearms registry.”

Later in the ruling, Judge Smith 
also observed, “While the Court 
remains disappointed with the 
claims rate, the claims rate does 
not dictate whether the notice 
provided was the best notice prac-
ticable under the circumstances. 

The claims rate does not govern 
whether the settlement is fair, rea-
sonable, or adequate. The Court 
finds the methods and mecha-
nisms for disseminating notice in 
this matter satisfy Rule 23 of the 
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure.”

The case involved allegations 
that Remington had deliberately 
concealed a problem with its bolt-
action rifles that allowed them 
to discharge without pressing 
the trigger under “certain condi-
tions.” Remington has consis-
tently denied the allegation, but 
agreed to retrofit triggers on mil-
lions of rifles under the settlement 
agreement.

Remington’s website advises 
members of the “Settlement Class 
Members” who are owners of the 
identified firearms that they may 
be entitled to: 

(1) have their trigger mecha-
nism retrofitted with a new X-
Mark Pro or other connectorless 
trigger mechanism at no cost to 
the class members; 

(2) receive a voucher code for 
Remington products redeemable 
at Remington’s online store; and/
or, 

(3) be refunded the money they 
spent to replace their Model 700 
or Seven’s original Walker trigger 
mechanism with an X-Mark Pro 
trigger mechanism.

Some of these guns are report-
edly too old to be retrofitted with 
the new trigger mechanism, so 
they will receive product vouch-
ers.

Claims for repair may be sub-
mitted electronically at reming-
tonfirearmsclassactionsettlement.
com. The claims period continues 
for 18 months after the order be-
comes final.
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Sources and specifications for 
Ruger 10/22 Carbine feature, 
Page 12

Specifications
Sturm, Ruger & Co.
200 Ruger Road
Prescott, AZ 86301
336-949-5200 
Ruger.com

Barrel length   
18.5 in.
Barrel Twist 1 in 16 inches
Magazine Capacity  
10/15/25
Overall length 36 inches
Weight  5.2 pounds 
MSRP  $409.00

Fiocchi
6930 N. Fremont RD, Dept. WG
Ozark, Missouri 65721
fiocchiusa.com

World War Supply
worldwarsupply.com
616-682-6039
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with the status quo. They’re 
always striving for improvements 
to get the most out of every pistol 
or rifle ammunition that they 
manufacture. Since they don’t 
make their own bullets, or cases, or 
powder, or primers, they are able 
to choose the best components 
available from legendary 
industry friends and carefully 
craft them into improved Black 
Hills Ammunition. And, above 
all, they concentrate on quality 
control with multiple inspections, 
from raw components, through 
production and into the boxes.

For example in rifle fodder, when 
Hornady recently discovered ways 
to make already excellent bullets 
even better, Black Hills wanted 
to utilize that new technology. 
Using Hornady’s new ELD-M® 
(Extreme Low Drag-Match) and 
ELD-X® (Extreme Low Drag - 
eXpanding) bullets, Black Hills 
upgraded their Gold rifle lineup 
with the highest BC bullets 
available. The result is flatter 
and more effective rifle shooting 
at longer ranges, in almost a 
dozen new loadings from .260 
Remington up to .338 Lapua, 
offering shooters and hunters 
many new choices with increased 
performance.

The new HoneyBadger™ 
pistol ammunition from Black 
Hills should be on dealer shelves 
as this issue went to press, or very 
soon thereafter. To learn more and 
see videos, visit their website at: 
black-hills.com, or phone them at 
605-348-5150. 
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NEW AMMO
Continued from Page 19

Resource 
Directory

Competition and consumer 
retailer choices in the shooting, 
hunting and outdoor trade may be 
shrinking. Bass Pro Shops recently 
acquired Cabela’s a few short 
months ago, and now another 
competitor is up for grabs.

Gander Mountain Company, 
which operates retail stores in 
28 states, announced on March 
10 that, “to maximize the 
opportunity to achieve a ‘going-
concern’ sale of its business, it and 
certain of its subsidiaries have filed 
voluntary petitions for relief under 

Gander Mountain Seeks 
Protection Under Chapter 11

Chapter 11 of the United States 
Bankruptcy Code” for Minnesota.

The company’s announcement 
said this “action is the result of an 
in-depth review of the company’s 
strategic options undertaken in 
recent months to preserve the 
value of the company and position 
it for long-term success. Like 
many retailers, Gander Mountain 
experienced challenging traffic 
patterns and shifts in consumer 
demand resulting from increased 
direct-to-customer sales by key 
vendors and accelerated growth of 
e-commerce.”

The court’s protections will 
enable Gander Mountain to 
manage the sale process on an 
expedited basis while protecting 
the interests of its customers, 
employees and other stakeholders. 
Gander Mountain is in active 
discussions with a number of 
parties interested in a going-
concern sale and expects to solicit 
bids prior to an auction which 
is scheduled for late April 2017. 
The company expects to submit 
the winning bid to the Court 
for approval in early May and 
anticipates a closing of the sale by 
May 15.

The company generally expects 
to conduct normal business 
operations during the pendency of 
its restructuring. Employee pay will 
continue to arrive on time and in 
full, employee benefits will remain 
in place, retirement accounts 
are intact and protected. As a 
product of the company’s strategic 
review, 32 underperforming retail 
locations will begin a shutdown 
process shortly.
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to fire due to the .32’s very limited 
muzzle report. 

The .32 caliber revolvers are 
an interesting diversion. The .32 

Smith & Wesson Long has served 
for many years simply giving the 
owners confidence in a firearm 

that offers little recoil and good 
accuracy. When pressed into use 
in the field it has taken game. The 
.32 H & R Magnum is a wonder-

Useful .32s
Continued from Page 23

.32s have always been popular for light weight and low recoil. This is 
a Smith & Wesson “bicycle gun” intended to be carried by cyclists.

The .32 H & R Magnum, left, com-
pared to the 9mm Luger, right. 

ful outdoors handgun. As a long 
range plinker or for taking game 
to perhaps 35 pounds it has much 
merit. For the recoil shy it may be 
pressed into service for personal 
defense. The .32 caliber revolver 

has been a companion for some 
forty years and remains one of my 
favorite recreational handguns. 
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facilities, are also off-limits due 
to a requirement in the contracts 
with private groups that operate 
the stadiums. 

Thieves know this, as they do 
in other cities around the country 
where people are prohibited from 
carrying their legally-licensed 
sidearms into buildings or 
facilities.

Gottlieb said in a prepared 
statement that “nobody wants 
to talk about this.” The reason 
for that, he intimated, is because 
it would be tantamount to 
acknowledging that the anti-gun 
policies of public officials and 

private business owners might be 
directly responsible, or at least 
strongly related, to the increase 
in gun thefts. Anti-gunners are 
literally making it possible for 

criminals to get their hands on 
guns illegally.

The Trace listed ten cities where 
gun thefts from parked vehicles 
have risen dramatically. They are 
Tampa, Seattle, Colorado Springs, 
St. Petersburg, Wichita, Charlotte, 
Atlanta, Lubbock, Austin and 
Jacksonville, in that order.

“In some states where 
discretionary laws allow 
bureaucrats to deny carry licenses 
or permits to honest citizens,” 
Gottlieb suggested, “people who 
want to travel with firearms are 
doubly penalized because they 
must also leave those guns in cars, 
where they could fall into the 
wrong hands.”

Instead of showing the 
public how foolish it is to 
carry firearms while traveling, 
Gottlieb contended the story 
“unintentionally underscores 
the necessity for serious gun law 
reform that includes abolition of 
gun-free zones and adoption of 
constitution-friendly shall-issue 
carry laws in all 50 states.”

“This nonsense of forcing 
people to disarm needs to stop,” 
he said, “and it’s an easy fix.”

W&G

Gun Thefts
Continued from Page 9

When locked, these small safes 
can secure a firearm from most 
prying hands.



38   Women&Guns

Women&Guns

Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From the Editor
A recent story in the Washington 

Post reported that in the first couple 
of months following the election 
of Donald Trump as president, 
firearm and ammunition sales 
“dropped precipitously,” but a 
careful reading of data from the 
FBI’s National Instant Check 
System suggests things were not 
so bad.

The story said, “Gun clubs 
and shops that cater to black and 
LGBT clients say there has been 
an uptick in interest in firearms 
since November among those who 
fear that racial and gender-based 
violence could increase during 
Trump’s presidency.”

That was significant because 
it reflected an interesting 
socio-political turn for groups 
traditionally taken for granted as 
being liberal and therefore anti-
gun.

A record was set in December 
2015 when the FBI conducted 
3,314,594 NICS checks. This does 
not translate to one-on-one sales 
data, according to a caveat on the 
FBI’s website. But the number is a 
strong indicator of firearms sales. 

In December 2016, NICS 
checks fell to 2,771,159, a decline 
of only about a half-million. But in 
January, there were only 2,043,184 
checks conducted (as opposed 
to 2.545,802 checks in January 
2016) and in February there was a 
slight uptick to 2,234,817 (down 
from the 2,613,074 in February 
2016).

According to the story, stock 
value fell at publicly-traded 
companies in the firearms field, 
and sales of modern sporting 
rifles—the so-called “assault 
weapons” that anti-gunners want 
banned—had also declined in 

the election aftermath. But that 
was predictable because many 
people were buying firearms 
in anticipation of a November 
victory for Hillary Clinton, who 
had made it clear early in the 
campaign she would push for 
stricter gun control. 

But with Trump in the White 
House, another interesting 
situation has developed.

The story quoted Philip Smith, 
president of the National African 
American Gun Association 
(NAAGA). He told the newspaper 
that there is a concern among his 
members that “divisive politics” 
could descend into violence. 

And other stories from around 
the country indicate anecdotal 
evidence that non-traditional gu-
nowners, such as those identify-
ing as politically liberal or in the 
LGBT community are buying 
guns and seeking training.

Of course, so-called non-tra-
ditional groups have always had 
membership in what the late Da-
vid Caplan called The Second 
Amendment Friendship. And, 
sadly, some segments have not al-
ways been as welcoming as they 
could—or should be to outsiders.

Most women gunowners have 
experienced the look of bemuse-
ment, and sometimes horror, on 
the face of gun club members or 
gun shop employees when they 
first dare set foot in a club or gun 
shop.

In the case of a gun shop, the 
transactional nature of the stop 
usually means at least a modicum 
of courtesy. If it doesn’t, the fe-
male customer can leave—taking 
her credit card with her.

At a gun club, the passage is usu-
ally eased by another member—

perhaps the one that encouraged 
you to stop by. But it can be an 
intimidating experience—and 
as Lyn Bates points out in her 
column elsewhere in this issue—
sometimes the amenities them-
selves can be off-putting. 

For every “little lady” comment 
I have heard at ranges, gun shows, 
national conventions, trade shows, 
etc., I have heard just as many “atta 
girl,” or “my granddaughter is the 
best shot in the family.” And the 
positive comments have grown 
over the years, as had the diversity 
of those attending all these gun-
related events.

This is not to beat up entirely 
on gunowners—even the most 
hidebound. It has always been 
part of the group dynamic to be 
wary, and sometimes hostile, to 
newcomers.

When I started playing compet-
itive Scrabble a decade ago, it took 
some courage to present myself at 
a local club. Not everyone was 
happy to see a newbie—one who 
would have to be taught some of 
the intricacies of competitive play. 
Others were happy for more “can-
non fodder” that they could whip 
regularly and drive up their aver-
ages. And still others—the vast 
majority—were happy to have a 
new club member, to see someone 
else enjoy the game as they did, 
and to occasionally help with the 
clean-up.

Friendship, as we all should 
know at this point, is a two-way 
street. Welcoming new members 
is relatively easy, creating friend-
ships and sustaining them is the 
task we must all take up.
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The LCP ® I I features a short, crisp trigger pull  

with single-action feel, inner trigger safety, improved  

sights for superior visibility, a larger grip surface for 

better distribution of recoil forces and an easy-to-rack 

slide with an improved slide stop mechanism  

with a last round hold-open. 

LCP
®

 II
RUGER®

The Ruger American Rimfire® Target is built for exceptional  

accuracy with a 0.860" diameter, cold hammer-forged, 1/2-28"  

threaded target barrel. This new Target model is available in .22 LR,  

.22 WMR and .17 HMR and features a black laminate stock and  

factory-installed, knurled thread protector.

The Ruger American Pistol ® Compact model shares all of  

the features and rugged reliability of the duty-size gun in a smaller,  

lighter, more concealable package. Originally introduced in December 2015, 

the feature-rich Ruger American Pistol ® was designed with the latest U.S. 

Military standards in mind and was tested in the harshest environments to 

ensure the rugged reliability consumers have come to expect from Ruger. 

The new enhancements to the  highly popular Ruger Precision Rifle®  

make a great  rifle even better. These models feature a new handguard 

 providing increased scope clearance, a hybrid muzzle brake that reduces 

felt recoil and a billet aluminum bolt shroud which adds an upgrade  

that has become popular with Ruger Precision Rifle® owners.

The heavily redesigned Mark IV ™ maintains the same classic  

outward appearance as the Mark III ™ and incorporates a significant 

improvement customers will love – a simple, one-button takedown  

for quick and easy field stripping. A recessed button in the back of the 

frame allows the barrel-receiver assembly to tilt up and off the  

grip frame  without the use of tools.  

MARK IV™

RUGER®

COMPACT T A R G E T
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