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News

Women&Guns

By W&G Staff

A story about 3D printed “ghost 
guns” which has been making 
headlines around the country is 
far from over, but here’s an update 
as of the beginning of August. It’s 
an important First and Second 
Amendment story with overtones 
that suggest we may also be at the 
beginning of a new technological 
and philosophical era.

The public announcement 
in July that the Department of 
Justice (DOJ) had settled in a case 
challenging their prior restraint 
of 3-D printing information 
published briefly online about five 
years ago by Cody Wilson and 
Defense Distributed of Texas has 
set off a series of new legal and 
political actions.

The original suit in which the 
settlement was reached was filed 
by Defense Distributed (DD) 
and the Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) on First and 
Second Amendment grounds.

In the settlement the State 
Department clearly allows 
Defense Distributed to publish 
on the Internet the blue prints for 
the manufacture of the originally 
prohibited Liberator pistol as well 
as any other new gun designs the 
company wishes by anyone with a 
3D printer.

Buried in the details is a 
significant acknowledgement 
by the government that non-
automatic firearms up to 

First and Second Amendment Legal
Battle Continues Despite Settlement

.50-caliber are not inherently 
military. That would include 
semi-automatic modern sporting 
rifles, such as the AR-15 platform 
guns, which are the most popular 
rifle in America today. 

This amounts to a significant 
blow to gun prohibition lobbying 

groups, which have insisted on 
calling modern semi-auto rifles 
“weapons of war,” according 
to Alan Gottlieb, founder and 
executive vice president of SAF. 
He said the Defense Distributed 
settlement can be used to refute 
that claim.

According to an SAF news 
release, “Under terms of the 
settlement, the government has 
agreed to waive its prior restraint 
against the plaintiffs, allowing 
them to freely publish the 3-D 
files and other information at 
issue. The government has also 

agreed to pay a significant portion 
of the plaintiffs’ attorney’s fees, 
and to return $10,000 in State 
Department registration dues 
paid by Defense Distributed as a 
result of the prior restraint.”

The settlement news has 
inspired anti-gun organizations to 

take legal and political action, and 
dozens of US legislators, mostly 
Democrats, are demanding that 
the Trump administration explain 
a recent agreement to allow the 
free distribution of plans for 
using 3D printers to make plastic 
handguns that will be easy to hide 
and almost impossible to control.

A group of anti-gun activists’ 
bid to thwart a State Department 
settlement with Cody Wilson’s 
Defense Distributed was dealt a 
crushing blow in late July when 
their motion for a temporary 

This is the single-shot .380 ACP caliber pistol that started the long 
Constitutional rights battle when its blueprints were published on the Internet 
about five years ago.
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restraining order and preliminary 
injunction was rejected. The 
federal judge in the case ruled 
that Gabby Giffords, the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence, and Michael 
Bloomberg-funded Everytown 

for Gun Safety had no standing 
in the case.

US District Court Judge Robert 
Pitman rejected the motion 
brought by Giffords, the Brady 
Campaign, and Everytown, 
pointing out that they do not have 
standing to bring a motion against 
the settlement.

Giffords, the Brady Campaign, 
and Everytown also publicly 
criticized the fact that “the 
Government…entered into this 
Settlement Agreement,” and 
added: Publication of these files on 
the Internet will cause irreparable 
harm to the United States and its 
citizens, as it will allow the global 
community unfettered access 
to blueprints for the creation of 
untraceable and undetectable 
weapons, which will threaten the 
security of the United States and 

Cody Wilson, president of Defense 
Distributed.

Breaking News On ‘Ghost Guns’
As this issue of Women & Guns was heading to press, CNN reported that seven state attorneys 

general, led by Washington State Attorney General Bob Ferguson, had filed suit to block the federal 
government’s late-June settlement with Defense Distributed, which allowed the company to post 
downloadable gun blueprints online.

The AGs claim the designs are for “ghost guns” that would be untraceable with no serial numbers, 
no provenance and no background checks.

Joining the suit were Democratic attorneys general in Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Oregon, Maryland, New York and the District of Columbia.

Separately, attorneys general in 21 states urged US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and US Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions to withdraw from the settlement with Defense Distributed, saying it “creates an 
imminent risk to public safety.”

Officials say that 1,000 people have already downloaded blueprints for AR-15 rifles.
Ferguson told CNN they want a judge to immediately stop Wilson from publishing the 3D 

printing plans, but as of July 30 the Bellevue-based Second Amendment Foundation says some of the 
downloadable gun files are already online.

“This is where we are taking gun rights in the future, in the future all guns will be made by 3D 
printers, all cars will be made by 3D printers,” said Alan Gottlieb, founder and executive vice president 
of the Second Amendment Foundation.

Gottlieb noted that in 2013, when this all started, more than 100,000 people downloaded the 
manual and that not a single crime has been committed by one of those guns in the past five years.

It is perfectly legal for an individual to make a firearm for their own use, but not for sale.

its citizens.
 Federal officials are not the only 

ones objecting to the settlement. 
The New Jersey attorney general 
and the Los Angeles city attorney 
threatened prohibiting action 
against Defense Distributing in 
an effort to block publication of 
the firearms blueprints. New York 
City officials are also reported 
moving forward with their own 
effort to block publication.

In the latest development, 
Defense Distributed and Second 
Amendment Foundation have 
filed a new court action in the US 
District Court for the Western 
District of Texas against Gurbir 
S. Grewal, individually, and in 
his official capacity as Attorney 

3D Gun Case
Continued on Page 34



September-October 2018  7

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

They came. They saw. They 
conquered. Now, they are home, 
and the 2018 DC Project has been 
concluded. Of course it is more 
than memory, because the fires lit 
in such a confluence of women 
with one thing in common burn 

for a long time. They have taken 
their new impressions and knowl-
edge with them and will be using 
their experiences to forge new and 
renewed efforts to preserve and 
protect our Constitution. Here 
are some of the things that were 
observed and absorbed.

There is strength in numbers. 
Simply gathering with like-mind-
ed people, especially if you feel as 
if you are in a minority position, is 
empowering. Being around others 
who think as you do, seeing how 
those women operate under vari-
ous degrees of acceptance gives us 
hope.

Lessons from the 2018 DC Project

Most legislators are interested 
in their constituents. The vast 
majority of the congressmen and 
senators visited were very pleased 
to meet and get to know those 
who went to their offices. Howev-
er, there were a couple who were 
dismissive and not very pleasant. 
(This is a particularly interesting 

attitude for an elected official to 
take! Perhaps these are people who 
do not understand how they get 
into the office they hold. Sadly, 
they might not feel, and more 
sadly they might not be, vulner-
able to the electorate.)

Learning is a life-long endeav-
or. What the women had in com-
mon was an interest in preserving 
their 2A rights. Each individual 
came to gun ownership along a 
different path. There were com-
petitors, instructors, talk-show 
hosts, rape- and assault-survivors, 
public speakers, contesters of 
harmful laws. Each had a perspec-

The 2018 sorority of activists who met in Washington, DC, to visit with their 
legislators under the “DC Project” banner.

tive to share, and everyone grew 
in understanding from the diverse 
exchanges.

Girls just wanna have fun. The 
mission may be important, but 
the mere fact of gathering togeth-
er brings out joy. The most com-
mon comment about the venture 
was how wonderful it had been to 
renew old and form new friend-
ships. 

W&G

Oregon Won’t Vote
On ‘Assault Weapon’
Ban Ballot Question

An initiative campaign to ban 
so-called “assault rifles” in Oregon 
died after the state Supreme Court 
ruled that the ballot title was mis-
leading and needed to be changed 
and referred it to the state Attor-
ney General’s office.

That essentially made it impos-
sible for backers of the measure to 
gather the required petition signa-
tures by the initiative’s qualifica-
tion deadline. 

Known as IP43, the measure 
was referred to by Beaver State gun 
rights activists as the “gun confis-
cation ballot measure.” The Or-
egon Firearms Federation (OFF) 
noted on its website that backers 
of the initiative “had hoped to 
exploit fear and ignorance to ban 
virtually all firearms by labeling 
everything an ‘assault weapon.’” 

The measure sought to ban the 
sale of so-called “assault weapons” 
and magazines that hold more 
than ten cartridges. It would also 
have required current owners of 
such firearms to register them 
within 120 days, or face criminal 
charges. Otherwise, guns could 
also be surrendered or permanent-
ly rendered inoperable.

W&G
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By W&G Staff
A three-judge panel of the San 

Francisco-based 9th Circuit Court 
of Appeals ruled on July 24 that the 
Second Amendment guarantees 
Americans’ right to carry a gun for 
self-defense in public, overturning 
a Hawaii licensing rule that limited 
gun possession to the home.

The ruling, which comes one 
year after the Supreme Court 
declined to rule on the same 
question in Peruda vs. San Diego 
County, overturns a Hawaii court 
of appeals ruling that held officials 
did not violate a plaintiff ’s Second 
Amendment rights by prohibiting 
him from carrying outside of his 
home. The opposing decisions 
make it more likely the Supreme 
Court will be forced to hear the 
question of carry outside the home.

“We do not take lightly the 
problem of gun violence,” Judge 
Diarmuid O’Scannlain, wrote in 
her majority opinion for the two-
judge majority. “But, for better or 
for worse, the Second Amendment 
does protect a right to carry a 
firearm in public for self-defense.”

The plaintiff, George Young, 
sued after a state official “twice 
[denied] him a permit to carry a 
gun outside,” Reuters reported. 

The decision does not affect 
previous court rulings that the 
Second Amendment does not 
guarantee a citizen’s right to carry 
a concealed weapon in public. The 
new ruling comes exactly one week 
after the 9th Circuit upheld a lower 
court’s ruling that California’s 
high-capacity-magazine ban was 
unconstitutional.

The new court decision therefore 

Appeals Court Strikes Down
Hawaii Open Carry Restriction

struck down a Hawaii law that 
limited open carry privileges to 
people “engaged in the protection 
of life and property,” declaring 
the law to be unconstitutional. 
The court also prohibited Hawaii 
County from enforcing the law.

The court acknowledged the 
right to carry a gun in public is 
subject to some regulation, such as 
prohibiting firearms in schools or 
government buildings.

However, a lawyer for Hawaii 
County admitted that to his 
knowledge no one other than 
security guards “or someone 
similarly employed” had ever been 
issued an open carry license by the 
chief of police on Hawaii Island, 
according to the decision.

That level of restriction restricts 
the “right” to open carry to a select 
few, and therefore forecloses law-
abiding citizens from exercising 
a core constitutional right, 
according to the decision.

Official state government 
reaction was swift in coming.

State Senate Judiciary 
Committee Vice Chairman Karl 
Rhoads, who has introduced a 
number of bills in the House and 
Senate over the years to make 
Hawaii gun control laws stricter, 
said allowing people to openly 
carry loaded firearms in public is 
“a terrible idea,” The Honolulu 
Star Advertiser reported.

Hawaii has the fourth-lowest 
level of gun violence in the nation, 
and none of the three states with 
lower levels of gun violence than 
Hawaii has an “open carry” law, he 
said.

“It turns us into the Wild West 

—whoever shoots first is the 
one who wins,” said Rhoads (D, 
Downtown- Nuu anu-Liliha). 

“It just turns us into Dodge City 
and the quick or the dead, and 
that’s it.”

Rhoads said that if Hawaii 
County appeals the decision to a 
larger panel of judges with the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals, and if 
that decision is then appealed to the 
US Supreme Court, it could take 
two years before the state is actually 
required to loosen its restrictions 
on carrying firearms in public.

U.S. Rep. Colleen Hana-
busa said Hawaii County should 
immediately file a petition 
requesting a rehearing from 11 
other 9th Circuit justices. She said 
the latest decision comes about 
two years after the entire 9th 
Circuit ruled that there is no right 
to carry concealed guns in public.

“This is not a Second 
Amendment issue. It’s a states’ 
rights issue. We shouldn’t fool 
ourselves,” Hana-busa said in a 
written statement. “This issue will 
end up before the U.S. Supreme 
Court and the state of Hawaii will 
have to join and argue on behalf of 
states’ rights. We know how best 
to regulate firearms to keep our 
communities safe and respect the 
rights of law abiding gun owners.”

The Ninth Circuit judge in 
the Hawaii case reiterated that 
the Second Amendment right to 
keep and bear arms is the “true 
palladium of liberty,” and is not 
“a second-class right” to be treated 
differently from other individual 
constitutional rights.

Gov. David Ige said the state will 
urge Hawaii County to appeal, 
and will file a brief supporting that 
appeal.

W&G
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and strengthened two years later 
it placed complete authority for 
firearms regulation in the hands 
of the legislature:

“The state of Washington here-
by fully occupies and preempts the 
entire field of firearms regulation 
within the boundaries of the state, 
including the registration, licens-
ing, possession, purchase, sale, ac-
quisition, transfer, discharge, and 
transportation of firearms, or any 
other element relating to firearms 
or parts thereof, including am-
munition and reloader compo-
nents. Cities, towns, and counties 
or other municipalities may enact 
only those laws and ordinances 
relating to firearms that are spe-
cifically authorized by state law, as 
in RCW 9.41.300, and are con-
sistent with this chapter. Such lo-
cal ordinances shall have the same 
penalty as provided for by state 
law. Local laws and ordinances 
that are inconsistent with, more 
restrictive than, or exceed the re-
quirements of state law shall not 
be enacted and are preempted and 
repealed, regardless of the nature 
of the code, charter, or home rule 
status of such city, town, county, 
or municipality.”

Gottlieb noted that the legisla-
ture’s authority for regulating fire-
arms is not limited just to those 
specific areas delineated in the leg-
islation. The state “fully occupies” 
that field of regulation and “pre-
empts the entire field of firearms 
regulation,” he stressed. 

“We should not have to repeat-
edly remind Seattle that they are 
still part of Washington State and 
must obey the law,” Gottlieb said. 
“Seattle seems to think it should 

SAF, NRA Sue City of Seattle
Over State Preemption Violation
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Attorneys representing the Sec-
ond Amendment Foundation 
(SAF) and National Rifle Asso-
ciation (NRA) followed through 
on a promised lawsuit against the 
City of Seattle, its mayor and po-
lice chief, alleging that the city 
has violated Washington State’s 
35-year-old preemption statute 
by illegally adopting a gun control 
regulation that includes provi-
sions for fines ranging to $10,000.

Washington adopted one of the 
first preemption statutes in 1983 
and it has been a model after 
which similar laws in other states 
were patterned.

SAF and NRA are joined by two 
Seattle residents, Omar Abdul 
Alim and Michael Thyng. Eight 
years ago, SAF and NRA teamed 
up with two other rights organi-
zations to prevent Seattle from 
violating the state law when then-
Mayor Greg Nickels pushed a ban 
on firearms in city park facilities. 
When the city appealed its loss 
under former Mayor Mike Mc-
Ginn, the SAF/NRA victory was 
unanimously upheld by the State 
Court of Appeals.

In mid-July, Mayor Jenny Dur-
kan signed an ordinance mandat-
ing so-called “safe storage” of fire-
arms. Under the ordinance, gun 
owners can be fined anywhere 
from $500 to $10,000 if their fire-
arms are accessed by unauthorized 
individuals, including children, 
and used to commit crimes or 
harm other persons. 

Adding to the drama, anti-gun 
billionaire Michael Bloomberg’s 

Everytown for Gun Safety’s “Liti-
gation Team” and Orrick LPP an-
nounced that they will provide 
free legal representation to fight 
“any resulting litigation.” 

SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan Gottlieb stressed 
that, while nobody is opposed to 
safe storage of firearms, it should 
not be a government mandate, 
nor should gun owners be penal-
ized when their guns are stolen 
and misused by others. It is also 
a defense of the state law that has 
served Washington citizens well 
for more than three decades, pro-
viding uniformity of gun regula-
tion from one border to the other, 
he explained. What is legal in 
Spokane is also legal in Seattle. 

The irony here is mind bog-
gling, he indicated to W&G. 
While anti-rights politicians and 
gun prohibition lobbying groups 
continually demand that firearms 
owners obey the law, those same 
officials do not seem the least bit 
reluctant to ignore a long-stand-
ing state law they don’t like when 
it suits their political agenda.

Gun control, say Second 
Amendment activists, is not “gun 
safety.” For generations, the NRA 
has taught firearms safety in the 
home, including safe storage. 
When anyone talks about a “gun 
safety” group, if they’re not talk-
ing about the NRA or some other 
firearms organization, then they 
are actually referring to a gun con-
trol lobbying group, pretending to 
be something they are not.

Washington State’s preemp-
tion statute is self-explanatory. 
When it was adopted in 1983 

Seattle Preemption
Continued on Page 35
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

As I’m fond of saying, loudly, 
to anyone, “I am not a lawyer. 
If you want to know the law, go 
talk to someone who is.” I’m a 
knowledgeable amateur regarding 
self-defense law and some other 
aspects. 

So, what I’m saying in this ar-
ticle is my understanding of the 
massive changes that were recently 
made in the Massachusetts crimi-
nal justice system, which encom-
passes criminal law, police, the 
court system, and the jail/prison 
corrections system.

My sources for this were news-
papers and various websites. 

It took three years and much ef-
fort to get this extensive bill passed 
and signed by the governor. It was 
actually a remarkably bipartisan 
effort, the kind you don’t often 
see any more. (Remember when 
the federal government worked 
that way?)

Here are some of the changes, 
each with my comments. 

It raises the minimum age that 
children can enter the juvenile 

Changes in MA Criminal Law
justice system from 7 to 12, so 
fewer young kids will be crimi-
nally charged.

This is consistent with things 
we are learning about the matu-
ration of brains in children and 
adolescents. Now 7-11-year-olds 
will not be charged with things 
that would previously have landed 
them in the juvenile system. Many 
of the “minor” crimes are gone.

Bail changes allowing judges 
to use discretion and the defen-
dant’s ability to pay when setting 
bail, or issuing fines or fees.

Bail isn’t generally given when 
serious or violent crimes are ac-
cused, Those defendants will still 
remain in jail. Bail is usually to 
ensure that defendants accused of 
non-violent crimes show up for 
trial. Think of crimes like tres-
passing, receiving stolen property, 
stealing something low value, try-
ing to cash a stolen check, siphon-
ing gas from a car, or hundreds 
of other “minor” crimes. People 
who can’t pay the bail that is set 
for them languish in jail until 
their trial date. I don’t know the 
figures for Massachusetts, but in 
New York, 40% of the inmates 
in Rikers are people who could 
not make their bail. Housing that 
many people in jail for weeks or 
months was extremely expensive, 
and it kept people who were actu-
ally innocent there, too. 

Now judges will be able to set 
low bail for people who can only 
afford a little, while keeping high-
er bail for some people and no bail 
for the really bad actors.

Fines, too. Courts can issue fines 

and fees. Formerly, the amount of 
the fine was generally, like bail, a 
set amount or range depending 
on the seriousness of the crime. 
People who could pay the fine 
did. People who could not pay 
were … wait for it … put in jail 
for non-payment. Again, clogging 
up the system with people who 
have to be fed and housed. If they 
couldn’t pay the fine, keeping the 
in jail wouldn’t let them work to 
earn money to pay the fine. The 
US Supreme Court has held that 
the poor can’t be jailed solely for 
inability to pay a fine.

When people are fined an 
amount they can’t pay, they some-
times can make arrangements to 
pay bit by bit, but if they miss a 
single payment because they de-
cide getting medicine for their 
sick child is more important than 
the fine, they are classified as crim-
inals again, the police have to find 
them again, arrest them again, 
and get them back in the system. 
That’s a great waste of police time, 
effort and cost, as well as more 
jail, court and judge time. All 
that could have been prevented, 
and much public money saved, if 
more people could pay their fine 
in the first place.

Now judges will be able to levy 
a stiff fine on the scofflaw serial 
parker of a Mercedes illegally who 
never paid tickets for years, and 
levy a lower fine on the woman 
who works as a Walmart greeter 
and parked in a tow zone a couple 
of times to get to work on time 
so that she wouldn’t be fired. Both 
women will be able to pay their 
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fines and get out of the court sys-
tem.

The court system had become 
unbelievably clogged over the 
years, with vast numbers of peo-
ple, even innocent ones, unable to 
make bail, or guilty ones unable 
to get out of the cycle of being ar-
rested for nonpayment.

This change really should help 
police and help unclog courts and 
the whole criminal justice system, 
and it will save much public mon-
ey that is currently being wasted 
by keeping people in jail or prison 
who don’t need to be there.

More use of diversion programs 
other than jail for veterans, men-
tally ill and addicts. 

The programs could be commu-
nity service, education, medical 
or other treatment, and the idea 
is that people could do this as an 
alternative to jail time. If the pro-
gram is completed, there will be 
no record of the criminal charge, 
thus allowing people to be eligible 
for jobs once they were released . 
That benefit should be a big in-
centive for people to take the pro-
grams seriously, and finish them. 

That’s a real step toward real-
izing that addiction, PTSD, and 
mental illness are all medical con-
ditions that will respond to medi-
cal treatment, not incarceration. 
They are not crimes, and people 
who have them are not necessarily 
criminals. .

Police will need to get the train-
ing that they need to deal with 
these folks more effectively, while 
still recognizing that, like domes-
tic violence situations, they are 
sometimes dangerous to police. 

Police will often still have to 
“be there”. Like domestic violence 
training for police that lets them 
get women in touch with wom-
en’s shelters the first time they are 

called to a home (proven to great-
ly reduce DV murders) police will 
be able to help people and families 
that don’t belong in jail.

Expunge criminal records for 
minor crimes committed un-
der the age of 21 and marijuana 
crimes by adults for things that 
are now legal. Violent crimes will 
stay on the record. 

That will let people be eligible 
for more jobs, eligible to get a gun 
permit, and so on. .A nice touch is 
that one gets only one “free ride” 
Young folk who commit more 
than one crime will not have their 
record expunged. That’s quite an 
incentive to stay law-abiding after 
one run-in with the law.

Felony larceny raised from 
$250 to $1,200.

Seems eminently reasonable. 
Higher penalties for repeat op-

erating under the influence.
Who could object to that?
Better handling of people in 

prison. No solitary confinement 
for kids or pregnant women, and 
people in solitary will have to be 
reviewed periodically. Compas-
sionate release for elderly or ter-
minally ill prisoners who aren’t a 
danger to anyone.

Again, who could object to that?
No mandatory minimum sen-

tences for some low level drug of-
fenses. 

Formerly, judges had their 
hands tied by these laws so they 
had to sentence drug addicts and 
people who sold small amounts of 
drugs to support their own habits 
to the same long sentences as the 
big time drug dealers. Now judges 
and prosecutors will have freedom 
to make the sentences more rea-
sonable. Trafficking in fentanyl or 
carfentinyl would, however, earn 
new, higher minimum sentenc-
es, as those are some of the most 

deadly drugs around now.
This, together with the drug 

treatment programs, not jail, 
mentioned above, should make it 
possible for more people to stay 
out of prison, while keeping the 
really bad actors in.

Law enforcement and educa-
tion folk will now be able to get 
into sealed criminal records for 
things like firearms licensing and 
screening for jobs that involve 
working with children.

Again, it seems reasonable, but 
we will have to see how it works 
in practice. 

Stun guns and Tasers are now 
legal, sorta.

Recent changes to the law that 
has made them illegal, spear-
headed by the Center for Indi-
vidual Rights, a conservative law 
firm, involving me as one of the 
plaintiffs and recently chronicled 
in this column made a successful 
Second Amendment argument to 
the US Supreme Court that those 
“weapons” were covered by the 
Second Amendment and should 
be legal.

In its “wisdom” Massachu-
setts recently changed the law, so 
that Tasers and stun guns would 
be treated just like firearms, and 
would require a License to Carry 
(LTC)  to own, but it is still ille-
gal, apparently, for people without 
nLTC to buy an electronic weap-
on. That is trying to be straight-
ened out now. Stay tuned for new 
developments.

A new Red Flag law, not part 
of the omnibus bill, but signed 
into law at nearly the same time, 
makes it possible for family or 
household members who think 
someone might be a danger to 

DEFENSIVE STRATGIES
Continued on Page 36



12   Women&Guns

Women&Guns

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

At the 2018 SHOT show among 
the more interesting handguns 
was the Taurus 856 revolver. The 
856 is based upon the proven and 
immensely popular Taurus 85, a 
small frame revolver that holds five 
.38 Special cartridges. The 856 is 
a version of the Model 85 with a 

six shot cylinder. 
It is quite an en-
gineering feat 
to design such 
a revolver. The 
revolver illus-
trated, the 857, 
is even newer 
and at present 
a bit difficult to 
obtain. The 857 

is an aluminum 
frame version 
of the steel 
frame 856. 
While the steel 
frame revolver 
is easier to fire 
and use well as 

the extra weight 

absorbs recoil energy, the alumi-
num frame version is easier to 
conceal. In this day of eight shot 
N-frame revolvers and seven shot 
GP 100-sized handguns, the Tau-
rus 856 is big news in a real way. 

Those carrying the snubnose .38 
revolver now have a truly compact 
design that carries six rather than 

Taurus 857:
The One MORE 
Shot Revolver

With its matte black finish and laser engraved scrollwork, the Taurus isn’t unattractive. 

Colt and Taurus cylinders compared. 

The 857 .38 fits most hands well. 
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five cartridges. Five cartridges cuts 
it slim in a defensive encounter, 
and six seems a magic number we 
are more comfortable with. 

It is the old debate of a J frame 
.38 versus the Colt six shot De-
tective Special. The 856 revolver 
shoots more like a five-shot J-
frame than a six-shot Colt, but it 
also holds six cartridges. This is 
good to have! The 856 is a steel 
frame revolver, the 857 is an alu-

minum frame 
revolver. The 
856 is compact 
enough and 
rides light, but 
the 857 rides 
even lighter. 
Either is a six-
shot double-
action revolver 
with exposed 
hammer cham-

bered for the popular .38 Special 
cartridge. 

The revolver features a ramp 
front sight and a well-designed 
fixed sight in the top strap. The 
action is smooth enough to be 
mastered by those who practice. 
The double-action press allows 
a trained shooter to make good 
hits to ten yards or so. The single-
action trigger breaks at 4 pounds 
or a little less and is quite crisp. 
The grips are very well designed. 
The most important design fea-
ture of the grips is that the rubber 
grips are offset from the frame in 
a manner that prevents the metal 
frame from contacting the hand 
during recoil. Checkering on the 
sides and backstrap of the grips is 
well done. There is a slight shelf or 
finger rest on each side of the grip 
that guides the finger to the trig-
ger on one side and may act as a 
thumb-rest on the other. The de-
sign of the grip seems to raise the 
bore axis and allows good leverage 
when firing. 

When the .38 Special five-shot 
was first introduced it was often 
referred to as a .38 on the .32 
frame. This was correct. When 
introduced, the I-frame Smith & 
Wesson was chambered for the .32 
Smith & Wesson Long cartridge Top to bottom Colt Detective Special six-shot .38 Special, the Taurus 857 and 

Smith & Wesson 442 for comparison. The 442 is a five shooter. 

S&W 442 five-shot cylinder compared to the Taurus. 
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and held six shots. The .32 is far 
from an effective personal defense 
caliber. Later the .38 Smith & 
Wesson (an underpowered short 
.38) versions introduced held five 
shots. 

The J-frame with its lengthened 
chamber and wider frame window 
chambered the powerful .38 Spe-
cial cartridge. Modern technology 
applied to a 1890s design now al-
lows six shots in the J-frame en-

velope. The revolver handles and 
shoots like a J-frame and holds 
one more shot. Let’s look at the 
Taurus 856 and 857. 

I have always regarded the snub-
nose .38 as an excellent short range 
defense handgun. The revolver is 
simple to manipulate, draw and 
press the trigger to fire. It is simple 
to load and unload. In a worst case 
scenario, at contact range, the re-
volver may be pressed into the ad-

versary’s body and fired with every 
press of the trigger. A self-loader 
would jam after the first shot. In 
this busy world few of us have the 

time needed to practice. This isn’t 
the handgun I would wish to have 
when confronting a gang or an 
active shooter but the snubnose 
.38 will save your life and is well 
suited to close range defense. Just 
the same―the type is surprisingly 
accurate given a skilled shooter. 

I evaluated the Taurus 857 with 
a wide variety of ammunition over 

the past few months. These in-
cluded 110- and 125-grain hollow 
points and a number of 148-grain 
target loads as well as 158-grain 
RNL bullets. The revolver has 
performed well and has never 

The grip panels of the Taurus are 
ideal for control when firing heavy 
loads. 

The Taurus 857 passed the initial firing tests without problem. 

The Taurus fits well in the Blackhawk! pocket holster.

Lyman’s new Pachmayr Speedloader 
works well. 
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failed to cycle or fire. 
This isn’t the smoothest double-

action trigger on the market but 
it is consistent and allows good 

hits to seven yards. It takes more 
concentration to make double ac-
tion hits at ten yards. The wide, 
smooth trigger works well for 
good leverage. With the single-
action mode of fire center hits on 
man-sized targets were possible at 
a long 25 yards, but this is a stunt 
with the snubnose .38. 

By staging the trigger, bringing 
it back just short of the hammer 
breaking, taking a good sight pic-
ture, and dropping the hammer, 
accuracy is much improved.

 The trick is to do this quickly. 
In other words, this piece is as 
accurate as any five-shot two-
inch barrel revolver, more so 
than some, but holds six shots. I 
fired a good quantity of the Win-
chester 158-grain RNL loading 
and found it a good target load. 
An overlooked loading I find well 
suited to personal defense is the 
Winchester Silvertip 125-grain +P 
loading. Recoil is modest and the 
balance of expansion and penetra-
tion favors expansion. Some loads 

are heavier than others. While 
controllable and comfortable due 
to the rubber stocks, muzzle flip 
is pronounced. This revolver de-

mands practice to master. 
I used the Blackhawk! All-leath-

The flats of the Pachmayr speed loader make for a compact profile. 

er IWB and pocket holster with 
the Taurus 857. Frankly it was a 
stretch for these J frame holsters.

 After a break-in period, I had 
them working well with good 
speed, but they would have been 
too loose to have been used with 
the five-shot Taurus 85 as an ex-
ample. But they serve. Makers will 
offer holsters for the 856/857 soon 
and some holsters will accommo-
date the Taurus. The Taurus 857 
is a lightweight .38 and might be 
a live saver in the right situation. 
In any case peace of mind comes 
cheap with this revolver. The list 
price is over three hundred dol-
lars but the revolver is often found 
for sale at less than three hundred 
dollars. 

W&G
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had a lot of experience shooting 
a lot of Finals!” Rhode said. “I 
couldn’t have been happier to have 
that shoot-off with my teammate 
Caitlin—we travel a lot, competed 
a lot together and we’re still good 
friends.”

“I think that was the longest 
Final ever!” Connor said. “It was 
really hot here in Tucson, they 
brought out cool towels and water 
for us, and we just had to stay in 
the moment—just had to focus on 
the target and have fun. Kim and I 
are pretty used to being in a Final 
together. And once you get past 
not taking fourth or fifth place 
and you’re in that medal area, you 
really just have fun with it. She 
and I really have fun when we get 
in to one-and-two like this!”

Lucie Anastassiou of France 
won the bronze medal.

This was not the first time this 
duo has occupied the top-two 
positions of the podium. Five of 

Women&Guns

The USA Shooting Team 
opened the International Shoot-
ing Sport Federation (ISSF) World 
Cup at the Tucson, AZ, Trap and 
Skeet Club on July 12 by claim-
ing gold and silver in the Women’s 
Skeet event.

Six-time Olympic medalist Kim 
Rhode of El Monte, CA, claimed 
the 18th World Cup gold medal 
of her career—30th World Cup 
medal overall—battling heat, 
delays, as well as her teammate 
Caitlin Connor of Winnfield, LA, 
down to a shoot-off.

“I had to work for that one,” a 
tired Rhode exclaimed as the ap-
plause began when Rhode won 
the shoot-off, 4-3. 

“Going into the Final, I strug-
gled through the first couple pass-
es, dropping three. I knew I had 
my work cut out for me. From 
then on, I just figured out what I 
was doing and just kind of took it 
one target at a time. In the end, 
I’m just glad it all worked out, 
USA took gold and silver and 
that’s all that matters!”

The duo entered the Final with 
the top two Qualification scores, 
with Rhode setting a Qualification 
World Record by hitting 122/125 
targets and Connor just one target 
back at 121. Their strong shoot-
ing would continue to the end 
as the pair tied in the Final with 
55/60 targets, forcing the gold/sil-
ver medal decision to a shoot-off.

“We had a lot of delays, but it’s 
just something you have to look 
past—everyone’s in the same con-
ditions. Fortunately for me, I’ve 

Rhode, Connor Finish First at 
ISSF World Cup Tucson

Connor’s now six silver medals 
have come with her finishing in 
second place behind Rhode. Con-
nor became just the third female 
shotgun athlete in history to win 
six World Cup silver medals. She’s 
also now the third-most winning 
American woman on the World 
Cup circuit behind Rhode with 
30 World Cup medals and Corey 
Cogdell-Unrein with seven. 

Rhode and Connor’s team-
mate Amber English (U.S. Army 
Marksmanship Unit/Colorado 
Springs, Colorado) finished Qual-
ification with a score of 117, just 
one target shy of a potential Finals 
berth. English won silver at the 
previous World Cup stage in Sig-
giewi, Malta.

More than 200 athletes from 41 
countries competed at the ISSF 
World Cup in Tucson, which was 
scheduled to concluded on July 
19.

W&G

ISSF skeet medalists, left to right, Caitlin Connor, silver, Kim Rhode, gold, and 
Lucie Anastassiou of France, bronze.
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

With big game hunting seasons 
still a couple of months away, 
early September may seem like 
an oddball time to start worrying 
about getting your rifle zeroed in, 
but take the word of an old (and 
getting older!) Pacific Northwest 
deer and elk hunter. 

But it is the perfect time to be 
heading to the nearest gun range 
to make sure your rifle is up to the 
task for this fall’s action. You may 
only get one shot, and it needs to 
count.

Years ago I began using scopes 

Now’s The Time for Scoping Out 
Your Hunting Experience

on all of my serious modern rifles. 
My eyes aren’t what they were 
back in my 20s and early 30s, and 
the addition of a scope on my ri-
fles not only made good sense, it 
was pretty much essential. Thanks 
to good glass on various rifles over 
the years, I’ve notched tags in four 
states and actually didn’t take a 
shot that might have cost a hefty 
fine because a buck that I could 
see in a bit of ground fog out 
on the Wyoming prairie actually 
turned out to be two bucks, one 
standing right behind the other. 

I waited until they separated 
and put venison in the cooler.

I’ve even got a scope on my 
.22-caliber Ruger 10/22, a little 
semi-auto that was part of a test 
and evaluation some years ago 
that proved so accurate that I 
hung onto it. Fitted with a Bush-
nell 1.5-4X scope, that rifle be-
came something of a centerpiece 
for a story I later worked on about 
plinking. When you can shoot 
the heads off kitchen matches at 
25 yards off a rest, there is noth-
ing to prevent making head shots 

Author has scopes on all of his rifles these days, including the Model 99 Sav-
age lever-action and a .257 Roberts he acquired some 30 years ago.
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on rabbits or even dumb grouse, 
squirrels or small varmints.

Today’s rifle scopes feature the 
best optics anybody can buy in a 
variety of price ranges. Always buy 
the best you can afford, and you 
will never be disappointed.

One of my .30-06 rifles has a 
Swarovski Optik 3-10X scope on 
top, while another wears a Bush-
nell in 3-9X. My bolt-action Sav-
age in .308 Winchester is topped 
by a Leupold 3-9X, and my .257 
Roberts features a 3-9X Burris 
that will likely see some action in 
October, as I haven’t hunted with 
it in a few years, and it’s due for a 
field trip.

My Model 99 Savage is also 
scoped with an old Bausch & 
Lomb 2-7X. I used that rifle for 
years with iron sights —a full 
buckhorn rear and factory bead 
up front – but finally had to admit 
that it was time to make it reach 

out farther than I could see even 
with glasses.

Readers will observe that most 
of my scopes are 3-9X, and there’s 
a reason for that. I do a lot of glass-
ing with 8X binoculars, and hav-
ing a scope with the same magni-
fication capability will deliver the 
same size image to my eye when 
it’s time to shoot. 

The 3-9X is the most popu-
lar power/zoom range among 
North American hunters unless 
they are folks who take real long 
shots. There is some controversy 
over whether shooting at long 
distances is beyond the realm of 
“fair chase,” and having killed one 

deer at better than 350 yards a few 
years ago, I can agree that long 
shots will stretch the marksman-
ship capabilities of a lot of people. 

Others, however, seem to be 
deadly at a distance, though when 
one considers loss of projectile 

energy at longer ranges, this is an 
area where the shooter needs to be 
at the top of his/her form, using 
a caliber with a bullet weight that 
will get the job done.

Truth be told, most “long” 
shots probably aren’t that long. 
Thanks to modern rangefinders, 
sometimes an ego can be deflated 
a bit, but not to worry, because a 
notched tag at any range carries 
with it some bragging rights!

How well a scope performs de-
pends upon a lot of components, 
not the least of which is the objec-
tive (front) lens. There are scopes 
today with 56mm objectives, 
many others with 50mm and 

40mm objective lenses. 
They are designed to 
not only provide a sharp 
edge-to-edge image, but 
pull in all the available 
light that is possible.

And that brings us 
back around to the cal-
endar. As the month 
opens, we’re still enjoy-
ing those long, lazy days 
of summer. By the end 
of the month, daylight 
hours are shrinking, and 
that allows the hunter to 
practice in different light 
conditions. Dusk and 
dawn provide a lot of 
shots at game we might 
not see any other time of 
day, and the scope must 

be up to the task.
One might consider an illumi-

nated scope, especially if hunting 
will be in a dark landscape. In the 
Pacific Northwest, autumn skies 
are frequently dark gray even at 
midday, so illumination of the 
reticle might give one an edge. 
Same goes for weather in the up-
per Plains states, and in the deer 

Workman spends as much range time as possible with his rifles during the 
“off season” so that he’s sure where his rifles shoot time after time.
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woods of the Great Lakes and 
New England states.

Even with a variable power 
scope, hunting in such environ-
ments might best be done with 
the scope set at 4-power, so one 
can zoom in close if there is a ne-
cessity, while leaving the scope on 
a lower power seems to provide a 
slightly brighter image. 

Mounting a new rifle scope is a 
bit time consuming but it is im-
portant to marksmanship in the 
field. I’ve got a good rifle rest that 
holds the gun solidly while I install 
a scope. You’ve got to get the reti-
cle lines as straight up and down, 
side to side as possible. Once that’s 
done, head for the range.

I set up two targets, one at 25 
yards and the other at 100 yards. 
From a solid rest, fire one shot at 
the close target and see where it 
strikes. Let the barrel cool a bit, 
fire a second round using the same 

point of aim. If the second bullet 
strikes at the same spot, adjust 
your scope accordingly for wind-
age and elevation. 

Say your bullet hit 1½ inches 
low and an inch to the left. On 
a standard scope, one click of ad-
justment is equal to moving your 
sight a quarter-inch up or down 
or side to side. But at 25 yards, 
that requires four clicks, so raise 
your sight picture 24 clicks and 
move your sights to the right by 
16 clicks. Fire a third shot and if 
you’re in the X-ring shift to the 
100-yard target after allowing the 
barrel to cool.

You can fine-tune the scope ad-
justments on the 100-yard target. 
If your bullet strikes high at 100 
yards, now you can adjust the 
reticle a quarter inch with a single 
click of the adjustment knob.

This should take no more than 
three shots at 100 yards if you’re 

patient. 
Once the rifle is zeroed at 100 

yards, set your sights to match the 
hunting environment you will be 
in. If you plan to take shots at 250-
300 yards, you will want to adjust 
the sight so that you are shoot-
ing 2-4 inches high at 100 yards. 
All of my rifles shoot about 2.5-
3 inches high at 100 because out 
where I pursue deer, longer shots 
are the rule rather than the excep-
tion. It’s fair to note that several 
notched tags, including ones from 
Utah, Montana and Wyoming, af-
firm that the formula works. 

And note that you should al-
ways let the barrel cool between 
shots because that first shot in the 
field will be fired through a cold 
barrel. If your gun and scope are 
up to snuff, your season will come 
to a satisfying, albeit fairly quick, 
conclusion.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The primary requisite to hitting 
the target is being able to identify 
the target, acquire the target with 
the sights, and hit the target after 
getting a good sight picture and 
properly pressing the trigger. It is 
simply but it isn’t easy. 

The use of the sights in day-
light isn’t difficult. In dim light or 
when the sights are below eye level 
in a very close range situation the 
problem is more severe. Crimson 
Trace Lasergrips are one answer. 

The grips are easily mounted 
on the pistol or revolver. Once 
mounted, they sometimes are 
closely zeroed for close range com-
bat, sometimes they need adjust-

Crimson Trace Lasergrips 
Answer Low-Light Sighting

Challenges

The Crimson Trace laser is available 
for many handguns.
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ment for precision shooting. They 
fit easily and offer a superior fir-
ing grip to many factory set ups. 
Be certain to use the inner cover 
that covers the grip frame, it is 
essential for proper installation. 
There is a small on and off switch 
on the grip for saving the battery. 
My personal setup on the Kimber 
Micro 9 features a pressure switch 
in the center of the front strap It 
is easily activated by simply grasp-
ing the pistol and bringing the 
pistol on target. As for adjustment 
a tiny wrench is used to adjust the 
laser. It is possible to get the laser 
beam dead on the point of impact 
for the point of aim to at least 15 
yards.

I have adopted the Kimber Mi-
cro 9 which is a very small pistol 
but reliable, accurate and pow-
erful. I have adopted it for carry 
when I simply cannot conceal a 
larger handgun. With the swelter-
ing conditions in the South where 
I live, and especially in Florida 
where I often visit, it is difficult 
to deploy the Commander .45, 
three inch barrel .357 or Glock 22 

.40 I prefer. The Kimber Micro 9 
9mm Luger pistol is a reasonable 
compromise. Since this pistol is 
an important part of my defen-
sive battery I have fired the pistol 
extensively. I have fired well over 

five hundred cartridges during the 
past three months. Results have 
been excellent and I have given 
the Crimson Trace laser a good 

workout. 
The Kimber has proven more 

accurate with one load or the oth-
er but none of the loads failed to 
feed, chamber, fire or eject. I have 
fired the Black Hills Ammuni-
tion 115-grain FMJ loading for 
practice within the week, and also 
tested the Black Hills Ammuni-
tion 115-grain EXP hollowpoint. 
I am also impressed with the po-
tential of the 100-grain Honey 
Badger loading, a new design that 
does not depend on expansion for 
wound potential. I found that is 
isn’t difficult to properly sight in 
the Crimson Trace to a precise 
point of impact related to the 
point of aim at ten yards. I found 
that the Crimson Trace offers a 
high hit probability at close range. 
But if you need to make a precise 
hit and take your time you need 
to use the sights. Unless you can-
not see the sights! The red laser is 

actually slower to a precision hit, 
but faster to a coarse hit. In other 
words this is what is needed in 
personal defense at close range and 

This is the preferred set up for most self-loading handguns.

Lasers may be fitted to polymer frame handguns. This Glock also features a 
combat light on the rail. 
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in dim light. At ranges past seven 
yards you need to use the sights. If 
you cannot see the sights then the 
red dot may be a good trick. The 
laser sight did not go out of zero 
during the test and there is a lot of 
momentum firing the 9mm Luger 
in a Micro 9. 

The laser is emitted from the 
right upper side of the grip. There 
is a small hump on the grip and 
you need to be certain you do not 
get the firing finger in the way of 
the laser beam. If you use the gen-

erally adopted tech-
nique of keeping the 
finger out of the trig-
ger guard in a ready 
position you may 
meet the light beams 
path. Some practice is 
needed in this regard. 
The Crimson Trace 
Lasergrip integrates 
the laser with a hand-
gun grip so the con-
cept is good with fire-
arms that do not have 
a rail for mounting 

lasers. Handguns with a rail may 
be mounted with a combat light 
for good all around utility. 

My evaluation and 
long term experi-
ence indicates the 
Lasergrip is useful in 
training, in low light 
situations, for rapid 
sight index, and may 
make target acquisi-
tion easier if you are 
in a non-standard firing position. 
You may find that muzzle aware-
ness and discipline are enhanced. 

There may be a certain deterrent 
to the laser as well. I am not cer-
tain the deterrent is more than 
simply pointing any other fire-
arm, and I am pretty certain those 
not frightened by firearms being 
aimed at them will also not hesi-
tate to charge into the face of a 
laser grip pistol. I am not going 
to use the laser sight to control a 
subject. If they need to be shot the 
gun is drawn so quickly that there 
is only a second’s time for them to 
desist or for the decision to shoot 
to be made. I am not going to 
brandish a firearm as a threat. 

As for training the laser gives 
an instant feedback of a less than 

perfect trigger press if you prac-
tice with the piece during dry fire 
and with the laser on. Flinching 
or milking the trigger shows. No 
one can hold the handgun com-
pletely steady. Those with visual 
problems may find the laser sight 
works well for them. As I have 
stated I would use iron sights for 
a precise shot but the laser sight 
allows good aiming when you are 
firing at moderate to close range. 
In dim light you will need a flash 
light but if there is any light at all 
the Crimson Trace is highly visible 
on the target. While the beam is 
always visible it is target identi-
fication that is the problem. You 
need to use the front sight on the 
target, press the trigger technique 
whenever possible. Looking for 

Crimson Trace lasergrips offer good 
control and handfit, as well as the la-
ser option. 

The Kimber Micro 9 is a well-designed and reliable handgun.

This is a compact laser sight. 
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the bobbing red dot at close range 
has defeated several students and 
slowed them down. But in 
that low light fast shooting 
situation—the laser works 
like nothing else. 

One advantage that isn’t 
difficult to qualify is that 
the shooter must always 
keep his head behind the 
sights to aim with conven-
tional sights but this isn’t 
true with the laser sight-
ing device. You may fire 
around cover or around a 
corner and connect the eye 
with the red dot if the eye 
is not behind the sights. 
Laser sights cannot replace 
iron sights or marksman-
ship training. The dot size 
is about a half inch at 15 
yards. The unit uses two 
2032 batteries with a life of four 
hours. The sights seem impervi-
ous to water, oil and solvent. They 

are service grade. They need to be 
cleaned occasionally as the aper-

The Smith & Wesson Bodyguard is among the author’s favorite revolvers. 

The Crimson Trace Bodyguard .38 
combination is unobtrusive and reli-
able.  

ture that admits the laser may be-
come occluded with dirt, dust and 
other material. Overall—good kit 
worth its price to save your life. 

The Crimson Tracer laser is of-
ten supplied on factory handguns 
with a reasonable upcharge from 
standard units. The Smith &Wes-
son Bodyguard .38 is a polymer 
frame revolver, so the grips can-
not be changed. This is a well-de-
signed revolver, lightweight, inex-
pensive compared to most Smith 
and Wesson revolvers, and it serves 
a real purpose in personal defense. 
Crimson Trace developed a side 
mounted laser for use with this re-
volver. I have used the type exten-
sively. There is a setting for a pulse 
beam as well as the standard beam. 
The drawback is that the thumb 
must reach over the top of the 
frame to turn the device on. With 
practice it isn’t slow but neither is 
it as easily activated as the pressure 

switch of the Kimber 
Micro 9. The Smith 
& Wesson Bodyguard 
often rides in a Black-
hawk! pocket holster, 
along with a load of 
Black Hills Ammuni-
tion 100-grain Honey 
Badger ammunition. 
The Crimson Trace 
laser helps in hit prob-
ability in dim light. I 
often carry one or the 
other of these hand-
guns on night time 
walks and when walk-
ing my Dingo, Lucy 
Pariah. The Crimson 
Trace doesn’t give me 
confidence, skill does, 
but the laser device is 
clearly beneficial for 

most shooters. 
W&G
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By J. B. Wood

If you asked a gun-person 
about the first full-sized 9mm 
striker-fired pistol, they’d 
probably say “Glock.” And, 
they’d be wrong. It was the 
Heckler & Koch VP70 and 
VP70Z, introduced in 1970, 
as the model number suggests. 
Around ten years later, the 
Glock continued the trend. 
Now, finally, SIG has entered 
the field, and they have done 
it nicely.

As their full-page ads hu-
morously announce, they have 
“dropped the hammer” on the 
competition. The striker-fired 
P320 has a double-action-only 

trigger system. It is a reset type, 
requiring slide movement to 
partially re-cock the striker. Af-
ter a brief take up, about one-
eighth of an inch, the trigger 
has a nice 8-pound let-off. The 
wide and nicely-rounded trig-
ger has no annoying ridges.

The polymer frame is avail-
able in sizes, to fit hands from 
small to large. Mine is marked 
“Pull Medium” and it’s perfect 
for my average-sized hand. The 
front of the trigger guard is 
hooked and cross-grooved, for 
those who still use that obsolete 
hold. There’s a standard rail at 
the front for mounting a light 

or laser.
The rest of the construction is, 

High Grade SIG P320 Pistol
Fits Many Hands and Purposes

The SIG P3S0 pistol, and the “World Legal” knife from Lansky Sharpeners.

The SIG P320 and a test target. 
Standing, 7 yards, two-hand hold. It 
did well.
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of course, high-grade steel, and 
done with the usual SIG quality. 
The external controls are simple. 
Takedown latch, magazine release 
button, and ambidextrous slide 
latch levers. For left-handers, the 
magazine release is reversible. The 
magazine has a great number at 
the bottom hole, “17”. That’s 
right, loaded full, you have 18 
rounds.

Internally, the P320 has an au-
tomatic striker-block that is can-
celled only in the last fraction of 
the trigger pulls. With this dou-
ble-action-only trigger system, 
there is no need for a manual 
safety. Also, there is no magazine-
disconnect safety. In a magazine-
less-emergency, you can still fire a 

chambered round.
A Compact version is available, 

with a shorter slide and barrel, but 
my P320 is the full-size model. 
The numbers: Weight, 29.4 ounc-
es. Length, 8 inches. Height, 5.5 

inches. Width, 1.25 inches. Bar-
rel, 4.7 inches. As noted earlier, 
the magazine capacity in 9mm is 
17 rounds.

Speaking of the cartridge, I 
should also note that the P320 
is offered in .40 S&W and the 

The Lansky “World Legal” Knife
The knife shown here deserves some extra comment, Designed 

by Mikkel Willumsen of Copenhagen, Denmark, it is legal for car-
rying in 156 coun-
tries (but, prob-
ably, not in certain 
US states!). It ac-
complishes this by 
blade length and 
the fact that it has 
no manually-op-
erated lock. Blade 

positioning uses a heavy-spring slip-joint.
Ignore the thumbnail notch (you’re likely to break a thumbnail!). 

Just grab the wide blade and snap it open. Blade is 440C stainless, 
2.75 inches. Over-all lengths: Open, 7 inches. Folded, 4.18 inches. 
Weight, 6 ounces. MSRP is $21, but you may find a deal at Ama-
zon or other online sources. 

—J.B. Wood

The SIG P320, field-stripped. Easy takedown.

marvelous .357 SIG; in those 
chamberings, magazine capacity 
is 14 rounds. A nice design touch: 
The magazine normally flicks out 
when you push the button. But, 
if you get a sticky one, an oblong 
opening on both sides allows a 
grasp of the floor plate.

Trying out the P320 at the Big 
Tree range, I mostly used the 
115-grain CorBon DPX load. 
Distance was 7 yards, standing, 
two-hand hold. The felt-recoil 
was mild. Groups were well-cen-
tered in the 8-inch black of the 
Champion VisiShot targets, and 
averaged 2.0 to 3.5 inches. For se-
rious business, excellent.

Suggested retail price of the 
P320 is $713. For this, you get 
square-picture glowing night-
sights, a hard-polymer case, a 
spare magazine, and a nice extra―
a Kydex quick-on holster. 

W&G
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Legally Speaking

Old E-Nuff

By Karen MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

Many years ago, when the Bos-
ton City Council was debating 
making the possession of an “as-
sault weapon” a violation of city 
ordinance carrying a $10,000 
fine, I pointed out that because 
the ordinance had to be adopted 
by the state legislature as a “spe-
cial” state law, the net result of the 
ordinance would be to reduce the 
penalty for carrying an “assault 
weapon” without a state license 
from a five year felony with a man-
datory one year to serve (state law 
penalty for the unlicensed carry-
ing of any gun), to a misdemeanor 
for which no prison time could be 
given. I argued that the ordinance 
would not reduce the illegal use of 
guns but promoted the use of so-
called assault weapons in crime. 
The City councilors admitted the 

validity of my argument. They 
agreed that the ordinance would 
not accomplish anything―but 
they passed it anyway, saying they 
just wanted to make a statement. 

Unfortunately, too many elect-
ed officials “just want to make a 
statement.” They want to look 
like they are doing something 
about a problem when, in fact, 
they are doing nothing.

The “gun deaths” that the an-
ti-gun crowd likes to talk about, 
are not the problem. If everyone 
killed by a gun were killed by some 
other means, they would still be 
dead. A person with a desire to 
kill will find a way. Without guns 
your mass murder can kill with 
motor vehicles, incendiaries and 
homemade explosives. Murder, 
even mass murder, existed long 
before there were guns. What did 
not exist before guns, was the abil-
ity of the average citizen, man or 
woman, to effectively defend him 
or herself from a burly attacker.

One of the latest anti-gun fads 
is to try to raise the age at which 
a person may own a gun to 21. 
Their thought is that all people 
under 21 cannot be trusted. 

If people in the age group of 
16 to 21 years were having acci-
dents with guns, like they do with 
cars, you might say they are not 
mature enough to handle a gun. 
There are over 40,000 fatal car ac-
cidents each year, but accidental 
deaths from firearms continues 
to drop. It is now less than 500 
per year. In a population of over 
326,000,000, five hundred acci-

dents is an insignificant number. 
About 20 million Americans fall 
into the 16 to 21 age group. Even 
if all 500 fatal gun accidents fell 
into that age group―and they do 
not―the number is insignificant 
statistically. 

The accidental death rate due 
to guns is so low, that anti-gun 
groups now use a 10-year total of 
firearms accidents to get to a fig-
ure that sounds impressive. In the 
alternative, they lump together 
criminal homicides, justifiable 
homicides (self-defense) and sui-
cides to reach a higher number 
of “gun deaths.” The “gun death 
rate” is distorted by the number of 
suicides which is almost twice the 
number of people who are shot by 
someone else. Suicide is a mental 
health problem and needs to be 
looked at and addressed as such. 
There are many ways of commit-
ting suicide without a gun.

Although mass shootings are 
headline-catching events; they 
have not done much to change 
the rate of murders commit-
ted with guns. The murder rate 
peaked around 1980 and has, 
with slight fluctuations, been fall-
ing ever since. 

Stripping citizens who are be-
tween the ages of 18 and 21 of 
a basic Constitutional right is 
not the answer to any problem. 
These men and women are be-
ing discriminated against just as 
surely as were the Japanese citizens 
who were rounded up and placed 
in concentration camps during 
World War II. 
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Individuals should be account-
able for their own actions. They 
should not be punished because of 
some class they happen to belong 
to. If you could show that 90% of 
the people who committed crimes 
came from one ethnic group, that 
would not justify punishing the 
entire group. The same is true of 
age groupings. The argument for 
such action is based on a failure 
of logic, a “non-sequitur.” The 
question should not be how many 
bad guys come from the statistical 
sample; but, how many people in 
the statistical sample are bad guys. 
If 90% of the bad guys are right-
handed (statically only 10% of the 
population is left-handed), that 
does not mean that 90% of right-
handed people are bad guys. Even 
if 90% of right-handed people 
were bad guys, that would still not 
justify punishing the 10% who 
were not. Most people between 17 
and 21 are good people. To strip 
even one innocent person of his or 
her civil rights because of the act 
of some different person, violates 
the very core of American Consti-
tutional Values.

We know that citizens in the 17 
to 21 age group can be responsible. 
West Point and the other service 
schools; private military schools 
such as Norwich University, VMI, 
and the Citadel; and the ROTC 
program located in public and 
private colleges across the country, 
have been training people in the 
17 to 21-year-old age groups to 
be military officers for 200 years. 
On graduation, those men and 
women are entrusted with our 
country’s safety. Their training 
includes the use of firearms. The 
training programs also teach dis-
cipline, responsibility, ethics and 

public service; topics frequently 
missing from our public school 
classrooms. 

Those promoting increasing 
the age to own a gun to 21 years 
confuse several very different legal 
concepts. 

Under the English Common 
law, a person was not considered 
an adult ( a full citizen) until he or 
she was 21 (called the “age of ma-
jority”) or “emancipated.” Prior to 
emancipation, a person was con-
sidered a child who was under the 
control of his or her parent. He or 
she could not contract, could not 
write a will, get married, decide to 
have an abortion, give permission 
to receive medical care, be a wit-
ness on a legal document, buy or 
sell property or enter into a lease. 
The parent (or the government 

as the parent’s substitute) had the 
right to decide whether the child 
could get married, could require a 
child to go to school, and prohibit 
a child from doing things society 
thought was “bad,” such as smok-
ing. The child could not vote or 
serve on a jury. On the other side 
of the equation, a parent was obli-
gated to support the child until he 
or she was 21.

There were ways, however, that 
a person could be emancipated 
(freed from parental control) be-
fore the age of 21 and gain the 
right to contract or make other 
decisions on his or her own. If the 
child became financially indepen-
dent of the parent, he or she was 
considered emancipated. If the 
child entered the military or got 
married, he or she was also con-
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sidered emancipated. 
During the Vietnam War, the 

argument became, if a young 
man was old enough to be drafted 
and sent to war, he should be old 
enough to vote. The Constitution 
was amended in 1971 to drop the 
voting age from 21 to 18. Most 
states followed the federal lead 
by dropping the “age of majority” 
from 21 to 18. In Alabama and 
Nebraska the age was set at 19. 
Mississippi retained 21 as the age 
of majority. 

Some may argue that 18 is too 
young for a person to be consid-
ered an adult; but, 18 is the age 
for full citizenship in the United 
States. Voting is an important 
right that impacts the entire coun-
try. If a person is mature enough 
to make an informed decision to 
elect our leaders, then he or she is 
mature enough to enjoy the full 
rights and obligations of citizen-
ship. Some may point to states 
that have increased the drinking 
age to 21 but that is not a valid 
precedent for changing the age for 
gun ownership. When the 21st 
Amendment repealed alcohol pro-
hibition, it gave the states broad 
authority to restrict the consump-
tion of alcohol.

Even when the age of major-
ity was 21, minors still had basic 
Constitutional Rights. Even chil-
dren have a right to not be de-
prived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law. As 
against persons not their parents, 
children have the right of free 
speech and privacy. Most impor-
tantly, they have the right of self-
defense no matter what their age. 
The core of the 2nd Amendment 
is self-defense. Whether or not a 
minor under the age of majority 

can have a gun, was historically 
the parent’s decision with one ex-
ception which will be discussed 
below. 

The question becomes: Are peo-
ple under the age of 21 included 
within the militia of the 2nd 
Amendment whose training in 
the use of arms is necessary to the 
security of a free state? Are people 
under the age of 21, as a class, the 
“people” of the 2nd Amendment 
whose right to keep and bear arms 

was to be free from infringement? 
For those between the ages of 16 
and 21, the answer is most assur-
edly yes.

Each of the original East Coast 
colonies that formed the United 
States had organized militias dat-
ing back to the earliest days of 
their settlements. The concept of a 
force of armed citizens who would 
defend their community from 
attack or lawlessness came from 
England. The first militia muster 
in English North America took 
place in Salem, Massachusetts, in 
1636, about ten years after Salem 
was settled. The early militia was 

described as being all males ca-
pable of bearing arms. Some, such 
as Quakers and Indians, were ex-
empt. Servants and apprentices 
were not exempt. Each man was 
required to bring his own weapon, 
a musket or a pike. Leading up to 
the American Revolution, all the 
colonies, with the exception of 
Pennsylvania which was heavily 
Quaker, developed more specific 
militia laws. With a few excep-
tions, the militia consisted of all 

able bodied males be-
tween 16 and 50, or 
60 as the upper age. 

This was not some-
thing a 16-year-old 
needed his parents’ 
consent to do. This 
was his civic obliga-
tion. If a 16-year-old 
failed to register for 
the militia, failed to 
show up for drill, 
failed to be mustered 

into service if called upon, or 
failed to supply his own weapon, 
he could be fined or imprisoned. 
He was expected to drill with, and 
know how to use, his musket. In 
Massachusetts boys as young as 10 
years old could volunteer for the 
militia with their parents’ consent.

The average age of soldiers in 
the Revolution was 20-25. That 
means a sizable number were un-
der 20. The pension rolls reflect 
that some men were only 16 when 
they fought for liberty. There are 
stories of men shouldering a mus-
ket at 14. Musicians and “powder 
monkeys” in the navy could be as 
young as 10. 

The Marquis de Lafayette was 
commissioned a Major General 
of the Continental Army at the 
age of 19. He commanded thou-

Lobby card from the 1957 Disney 
production of Johnny Tremain, based 
on the 1943 Ester Forbes’ Newberry 
Medal winning young adult book. The 
book tells the story of 14-year-old 
Tremain and his involvement in the 
American Revolution.
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sands of Americans at the Battle 
of Brandywine when he was only 
20 years old.

Most states have laws today that 
define who comprise the state mi-
litia. With few exceptions, the le-
gal definition of “militia” though 
out the United States is all able 
bodied citizens, between the ages 
of either 17 or 18 and 45 or 50. 
Federal law, 10 U.S. Code, sec. 
246 sets the age for the militia of 
the United States being between 
17 and 45. 

Within 30 days of turning 18, 
men must still register for the draft 
with the Selective Service even 
though the draft ended in 1973. 
Before 1973, the United States 
had universal military service for 
most able-bodied males unless 
they could fit specific exemptions. 
Those men were all trained in the 
use of firearms.

With parental consent, a man or 
woman can join the armed forces 
today at the age of 17.

Gen. George S. Patton of World 
War II fame, graduated from West 
Point and was a commissioned of-
ficer in the Army at the age of 19. 
In World War I, half of the Ameri-
can Army was between the ages of 
18 to 23 and 1/4 of those soldiers 
needed their parents’ consent to 
join; that is they were under 18. 
Although the average age of sol-
diers in World War II was 26, 
the Army was drafting men who 
were 18 years old. The youngest 
serviceman of that war enlisted at 
the age of 12 by falsifying his age. 
Audie Murphy, one of the most 
decorated soldiers of World War 
II, was awarded the Congressional 
Medal of Honor at the age of 19. 

In Vietnam, it is estimated that 
61% of those killed were 21 years 

old or younger.
When the World Trade Center 

was attacked by terrorists, and 
National Guardsmen were called 
up all over the country to protect 
government buildings, nuclear 
power plants, and airports, some 
of those soldiers carrying machine 
guns to protect the rest of us were 
under the age of 21.

Our freedom has been pur-
chased, in part, by the blood and 
courage of men and women who 
were between 17 to 21 years of age. 
How do you tell a combat veteran 
returning from the Middle East 
that he or she can be sent to fight 
by the order of politicians; but, if 
he or she is married with a family, 
that same soldier sporting com-
bat ribbons for service to coun-
try, cannot have a gun at home 
to defend his or her family? The 
fact that some people between the 
ages of 17 and 21 behave inappro-
priately does not mean all people 
between the ages of 17 and 21 be-
have inappropriately.

Our 18-to-21 year old citizens 
are full citizens and should have 
the full and essential rights of 
citizenship including the right to 
own a gun for self-defense. They 
are now, and have historically 
been, part of the militia that can 
be called upon to fight for this 
country. Marksmanship skills 
cannot be taught overnight. They 
are developed over many hours of 
practice. Those who can be called 
upon to place their lives in dan-
ger to defend the country, should 
have the ability to train with fire-
arms before being called to serve. 
Their lives, and every citizens’ 
safety, may well depend upon the 
skills they developed as a civilian. 

W&G

Circuit Court Upholds
California Injunction

In another blow to California 
Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom’s anti-
gun agenda, a three-judge panel of 
the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals 
issued a ruling in the case of Dun-
can v. Becerra on July 17, uphold-
ing a lower court’s decision to sus-
pend enforcement of Proposition 
63’s restriction on the possession 
of magazines capable of holding 
more than 10 rounds.

Following the enactment of 
Proposition 63, California Rifle 
and Pistol Association (CRPA) 
attorneys sought an injunction 
against the magazine possession 
ban, arguing that the law vio-
lated the Second Amendment, as 
well as the due process and tak-
ings clauses of the US Constitu-
tion. Federal District Court Judge 
Roger T. Benitez agreed, issuing a 
preliminary injunction just days 
before the law was set to take ef-
fect. California quickly appealed 
the decision.

On appeal, the Circuit Court 
held that Judge Benitez did not 
abuse his discretion, holding that 
he applied the correct legal stan-
dards and made reasonable infer-
ences based on the record. But one 
judge on the panel disagreed. Re-
sponding to the dissent, the ma-
jority noted that it was not within 
the panel’s authority to re-weigh 
the evidence of the case, nor could 
it substitute its discretion for that 
of the district court. 

Meanwhile, in the trial court, a 
motion for summary judgment is 
pending and a ruling on the mer-
its of the case is expected soon.

W&G
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Books
All About Glocks
Review by Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

Book of Glock, book by Robert 
A. Sadowski, ISBN 978-1-5107-
1602-5, from Skyhorse Publish-
ing, Inc., 307 West 36th Street, 
11th Floor, Dept. WG, New 
York, NY 10018, 802-579-1352, 
www.skyhorsepublishing.com, 
$19.99.

Do you carry a Glock firearm 
for your EDC (Every Day Carry) 
pistol? Is a Glock in your duty 
holster as the issue firearm for 
your police department? Do you 
shoot a Glock pistol competitive-
ly? Do you love Glocks, or are you 
captivated by them? Do you want 
to learn everything you’ve always 
wanted to know about Glocks, 
and more? Do you know anyone 
else like that?

Then Book of Glock is the book 
for you! In 262 pages, the author, 
Robert Sadowski, will regale you 
with Glock history, models, com-
memorative & specialty Glocks, 
maintenance, and much, much 
more.

There are also six appendices to 
look up even more specifics, end-
ing with an Index to find that nag-
ging detail you half remember.

Robert Sadowski, is a busy per-
son. Aside from this volume, he 
has, over the past 15 years, written 
four other books about firearms, 
and is a contributor to numerous 
gun magazines, including Combat 
Handguns, Shooting Illustrated, 
and others. He met the president 

of the Glock Collector’s Associa-
tion, Stanley Ruselowski, Jr., in 
2013 while working on a story. 
After a while, Ruselowski sug-
gested, a number of times, that 
Sadowski write a book about col-
lecting Glocks. Finally, this book 
is the result.

Book of Glock starts with the be-
ginning―how Glock came to be, 
and how it became pre-eminent in 
its field. Next are several chapters 
on how the “Wonder Nines” ar-
guably revolutionized handguns, 
how Glock took over the Wonder 
Nine movement and made it its 
own, and the internal workings of 
a Glock.

Then, Sadowski teases apart 
the characteristics and differences 
between the five Generations of 
Glocks, before diving into some 
of the meat and potatoes of the 
book: nineteen chapters, each dis-
cussing a different Glock model, 
including their history and serial 
numbering details.

After whetting the reader’s ap-

petite with just massive amounts 
of fascinating information, we’re 
up to Chapters 25 & 26 with a 
variety of “one-offs,” specialty, 
training, commemorative and just 
plain rare models.

Hopefully there’s still room 
in your “Buddhist cup for some 
more tea,” because then Book of 
Glock segues to field and detail 
stripping, cleaning & lubrication 
(not too much, not too little, and 
where). Most other books of this 
genre would stop here, but this 
one includes techniques for shoot-
ing and training.

Want to shoot your Glock, learn 
to handle it better, and meet a fan-
tastic group of like-minded folks 
at the same time?―then read all 
about the Glock Shooting Sports 
Foundation (GSSF). What it is, 
what it does, and how to go about 
participating - you will be com-
peting in no time.

Do you like to tinker, acces-
sorize, make your things unique? 
Chapter 31 will show you how to 
glam up your Glock and make it 
your own.

The next to last chapters will 
enumerate the non-firearm “stuff ” 
you can pick up from Glock―
holsters, knives, the Glock En-
trenching Tool, and more. The 
last features information about 
the Glock Collectors Association, 
what it’s about and how to join.

Never stopping the information 
flow, there are six Appendices enu-
merating which model is which, 
interchangeability guides, com-
mon parts and troubleshooting.

If you have the Glock bug, Book 
of Glock is most definitely the 
book for you, or to gift to a “smit-
ten” friend.

W&G
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WW II Soviet Women Snipers’ Lives
Revealed in First-Person Narratives
Review by Larry S. Sterett

Avenging Angels, book by Ly-
uba Vinogradova. Translated 
from the Russian by Arch Tait. 
©2017. Published by MacLe-
hose Press. Distributed in the US 
By Hachette Book Group, 1290 
Avenue of the Americas, Dept. 
WG,, New York, NY 101004. 
Price: $26.99, plus shipping. It 
may be available from Amazon 
and other bookstores.

This 304-page hardbound vol-
ume is one of the few available 
on the subject of the role women 
played in World War II combat, 
particularly in Russia. Usually the 
role was that of a nurse or some 
similar occupation, but not in ac-
tual combat, unless it was as a par-
tisan or guerrilla as in Eastern Eu-
rope, the Philippines, etc. The US 
had female pilots ferrying planes, 
and we lost a few, just as we did 
some ammunition plant workers, 
etc. 

Only a few American women 
were placed in positions which 
could expose them to the rigors 
of combat. The Russians had the 
night witches; women who pilot-
ed canvas covered wooden single 
engine planes—often biplanes—
at night over the German lines to 
drop one or two bombs on them 
as a harassing maneuver. 

According to the Introduc-
tion by Anna Reid, the then So-
viet Union sent more women into 
combat during WWII than any 
other nation, before or after, with 
a minimum of 570,000 and pos-
sibly as many as a million, female 
partisans and militia volunteers 

included. Great Britain had over 
half a million women in uniform, 
but only 56,000 were allowed to 
actually fire weapons at the en-
emy, and that only as “ack-ack 
girls,” manning mixed-sex anti-
aircraft batteries against German 
aircraft over English soil. The Brit 
girls were not in front line com-
bat, as were the Russian women.

Preceding the twenty-three 

chapters are four maps, a listing 
of the 44 black and white photo-
graphs, an introduction and pref-
ace. There is also an epilogue, a 
Dramatis Personae―more than 
50 of the people whose stories 
appear in this tome--end-notes 
for each chapter, a bibliography, 
photo credits, acknowledgments, 
an index, and notes on the author 
and the translator. 

The photos, all black-and-white, 
are located in two sections and fea-
ture a number of the female snip-
ers. Actual sniping rifles, as such, 
are not featured separately, but 

many of the women are shown 
holding their rifles―bolt-action 
M1891Mosin models chambered 
for the 7.62x54R cartridge and 
equipped with a 4X scope. 

Some auto-loading M1938 and 
M1940 rifles were scope equipped 
for sniping, but most Russian 
snipers, female and male, used 
the bolt-action Mosin, with long 
turned down bolt handle and the 
side-mounted 4X scope; it may 
have been an old design, but it 
was deadly in the right hands. (A 
few of the Mosin rifles were ap-
parently fitted with top-mounted 
scopes.)

Imagine lying motionless in 
one spot for hours waiting for a 
target—possibly an enemy sniper 
waiting to eliminate you—to ex-
pose their location so you can 
take your shot and carefully leave. 
(Two shots from the same hideout 
could be fatal.)

This is one of the few books 
available on the subject of female 
snipers, although there are a num-
ber of books on the subject of 
sniping or sharpshooting; this last 
term was used during the Ameri-
can Civil War, and both the Rebs 
and the Yanks had them, with 
Berdan’s Sharpshooters being the 
best known.

This is an interesting book on 
a subject which has not received 
much coverage. It’s worthy of 
space on the bookshelf of any-
one—arms collectors, shooters, 
etc. interested in World War II 
history.

W&G
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

This summer we celebrated the 
10th anniversary of District of 
Columbia v Heller, wherein the 
Supreme Court ruled that indi-
viduals have the right to keep and 
bear arms for self-protection. It 
was also the 8th anniversary of the 
Supreme Court case of McDon-
ald v Chicago, incorporating the 
Heller ruling to the states, which 
means that all the states follow 
the same federal law. And, the 7th 
anniversary of Ezell v Chicago, 
which was settled in the Seventh 
Circuit of the US Court of Ap-
peals, and required Chicago to al-
low public access shooting ranges.

After McDonald, Chicago re-
luctantly offered permits for the 
individual ownership of guns in 
the home. One requirement to 
get the permit was a prescribed 
amount of training. However, the 

city forbade shooting ranges with-
in the city limits. 

Rhonda Ezell was a young 
woman who had been the victim 
of crime, and very much wanted 
to have a gun in her home for pro-
tection. Like any responsible per-
son, she wanted to know as much 
as possible about both guns and 
the laws concerning them. What 
she learned was disheartening. 

To obtain a permit, a person was 
required to take a prescribed num-
ber of hours of training. However, 
the city did not allow shooting 
ranges that were open to the pub-
lic. Therefore, a person had to 
get training that was not readily 
available. It also meant that even 
if someone was able to get the re-
quired training, they would still 
not have a place they could easily 
get to in order to maintain or in-
crease their proficiency.

Chicago argued that prohibiting 
ranges was not eliminating its citi-
zens’ ability to qualify for permits, 
because they could go to ranges 
in other areas. These other towns 
were several miles away, not acces-
sible to people who did not have 
private transportation. Ultimately, 
the Seventh Circuit did not agree 
with the city’s claim. 

The city ordinance now allows 
for the building and utilization of 
shooting ranges. However, there 
were severe zoning and construc-
tion restrictions that resulted in 

the city’s desired result. To date 
there is no public-access shooting 
range. It has been seven years of 
quagmire.

The lawmakers did not stop 
with creating prohibitive building 
requirements. They also included 
in the city regulations on ranges a 
prohibition of anyone under 18. 
Their argument was that no one 
under 18 was allowed to purchase 
or own a gun. They ignored the fact 
that youths and teenagers could be 
more safely taught how to handle a 
firearm in the controlled environ-
ment of a range. Back in court, on 
January 18, 2017, the 7th Circuit 
once again ruled against Chicago. 
Because of Ezell II, some young-
sters under 18 will be able to be 
taught at a shooting range. Should 
there ever be one.

Since her first circuit court suc-
cess, Rhonda has been very active 
in Second Amendment causes. 
She is a member of many 2A 
groups, and is co-founder and 
president of Chicago Guns Mat-
ter (chicagogunsmatter.org) 

She was recently in the nation’s 
capital with the DC Project. Al-
though she had tried for weeks to 
get an appointment to talk with 
her congressman, she had not 
gotten a reply. Undeterred, early 
in the morning she and another 
Illinois team member, Lori Ann 
Blackwell, went to the congress-
man’s office. They were hoping to 

A Right Delayed is a Right Denied:
Rhonda Ezell of Chicago, Illinois
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speak to someone on his staff or at 
least just drop off the information 
they had. They spoke to a staffer, 
gave her the material, and left.

“Seconds later a woman walked 
out of the door and I asked her 
if she was the Chief of Staff, “ 
Rhonda wrote on Facebook, “she 
replied yes. I then asked her if we 
could speak with her, she replied 
give me a minute, I have to go to 
the restroom, I don’t even have on 
any makeup yet, that’s just how 
early we were…” The woman told 
them to have a seat inside, which 
they gladly did. 

They had been talking with the 
Chief of Staff for almost an hour 
when she announced that the con-
gressman had just come through 
the door. He in turn was happy 
to spend time to get to know two 
constituents who are gun owners. 
The mission was accomplished, 
and their day in the Capitol was 
off to a great start.

As often happens to people who 
try to deal with their government 
on any level, Rhonda’s original 
simple solution to feeling threat-
ened had become a consuming 
passion against injustice. All she 
had wanted was to legally get a 
gun. She ended up with years in 
courts, and became a powerful 
orator for our Constitutionally-
protected rights.  

She has gotten the training she 
needs, not only to pass the re-
quirements Chicago places on its 
permit holders, but also to become 
a proficient marksman. She speaks 
to gun classes, at rallies, and con-
ferences. Within a short time of 
returning from her Washington 
trip, she participated in the March 
for Our Rights Chicago, giving 
a powerful speech. She told the 
crowd the history of gun rights in 

Illinois, of the people whose expe-
riences, like hers, shaped the laws 
of the state and city. 

She spoke of the future that 
would grow on the foundation 
laid by those who came before. 
Otis McDonald, who brought the 
individual right to keep and bear 
arms to the states; Mary Shepard, 
who brought concealed carry to 
Illinois; herself, who will be re-
sponsible for public-use shooting 
ranges in the city. She honored, 
also, the people like the Rowes, 
and groups like Illinois State Rifle 
Association who have worked for 
decades to change laws, holding 
events like IGOLD (Illinois Gun 
Owners Lobby Day). Changing 
minds and changing laws.

She spoke about the Constitu-
tion that is for everyone. “There 
is no color in the Constitution. 
It is there for all of us.” It was a 
stirring speech, it was a positive 
speech. It was about how we can 
each do more to make everyone 

free. There was pas-
sion, but no hate. It 
was about union.

Still, the laws are 
slow to change. There 
are obstructions at 
every turn. No mat-
ter how many court 
battles are won, there 
does not seem to be 
an acknowledgement 
of defeat. Just a new 
tack, a new obstacle. 
The city seems to have 
an unending num-
ber of improper laws 
to enact that must be 
fought.

What happens to 
those who do not have 
the stamina or the re-
sources to fight against 

the bad laws? What is the effect on 
a poor community if there is no 
way to safely learn to use firearms? 
If a permit to own a firearm is very 
expensive and overly difficult to 
achieve? If there is no way to pro-
tect your family, yourself?

It is not like the harsh regula-
tions and impossible conditions 
are contributing to a safe environ-
ment. Chicago’s violence is well-
known. So what about those who 
are vulnerable, but cannot afford 
to travel long distances to find a 
range? They have been abandoned. 

We have a right to life; we 
have a right to defend that life 
and the lives of those around us. 
Therefore, we have a right to the 
means to do so. If we are denied 
the means to protect our life, we 
are denied life itself. For too long 
in Chicago the right to keep and 
bear arms has been delayed, and, 
therefore, denied. 

W&G

Rhonda Ezell.
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Gun Groups Sue CA Over 
Registration Debacle
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Comparing the failure of Cali-
fornia’s bullet button semi-auto 
registration system to “Catch 22,” 
four gun owners’ rights groups 
have filed suit against the state’s 
Department of Justice and At-
torney General Xavier Becerra in 
an effort to prevent affected gun 
owners from being prosecuted be-
cause they were unable to comply 
with the law.

The lawsuit, filed by the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF), 
Calguns Foundation (CGF), 
Firearms Policy Coalition (FPC) 
and Firearms Policy Foundation 
(FPF), and three private citizens, 
seeks an injunction against the 
state DOJ “for failing and refusing 
to establish a properly functioning 
Internet-based firearms registra-
tion system.” Some might chuckle 
at the irony of gun rights groups 
taking court action to allow gun 
registration, but that would be a 
shallow look at the problem.

Owners of affected semi-auto 
firearms, classified as so-called 
“assault weapons” by the law, had 
until June 30 to register their fire-
arms. But the online registration 
system known as the California 
Firearms Application Reporting 
System (CFARS) allegedly broke 
down during the final week. 

The lawsuit notes that during 
the week of June 25-30, which 
was the statutory registration 
deadline, the CFARS system was 
inaccessible and inoperable on a 
variety of web browsers across the 
state. Many users who were able 

to initially log in and begin the 
process could not finish because 
the system crashed, obliterating all 
of their work. The CFARS system 
was substantially underfunded 
and understaffed from its incep-
tion, it wasnoted.

“It’s like a bad version of 
‘Catch-22’,” said Alan Gottlieb, 
founder and executive vice presi-
dent of SAF. “The government 
required registration by the dead-
line, but the online registration 
failed and people couldn’t register. 
They’re required to obey the law, 
but the system broke down, mak-
ing it impossible to obey the law. 
Now these people face the pos-
sibility of being prosecuted. We 
simply cannot abide that kind of 
incompetence.”

“Predictably the state of Califor-
nia wants to take guns away from 
the law abiding. In this instance 
they couldn’t even build a work-
ing system to respect gun owners’ 
rights,” explained CGF Chair-
man Gene Hoffman. “We simply 
want to allow those who want to 
comply with the law to have more 
time with a working registration 
system.”

The lawsuit was filed in Shasta 
County Superior Court. Becerra 
was named because he’s in charge 
at DOJ.

“Attorney General Xavier Becer-
ra seems to care about everything 
but the constitution, the rule of 
law, and law-abiding California 
gun owners,” said FPC President 
Brandon Combs. “If Becerra 
spent as much time doing his job 
as he does talking about his pet 
crusades against the federal gov-

ernment, hundreds of thousands 
of Californians would not be in 
legal jeopardy right now.”

SAF and its partners want the 
court to prevent DOJ from en-
forcing the law to allow individual 
plaintiffs and other citizens in the 
same situation to register their 
legally-possessed firearms through 
a “reliable and functional registra-
tion system.

W&G

General of New Jersey, and 
Michael Feuer, individually, and 
in his official capacity as Los 
Angeles City Attorney, charging 
then=m with waging 

Grewal and Los Angeles’s City 
Attorney (Michael Feuer), have 
threatened legal actions that 
violate the First Amendment 
speech rights of Defense 
Distributed and its audience, 
including SAF’s members; run 
afoul of the Dormant Commerce 
Clause; infringe upon the 
Second Amendment rights of 
those who would make use of 
the knowledge disseminated by 
Defense Distributed; constitute 
a tortious interference with 
Defense Distributed’s business; 
and are in any event, federally 
pre-empted by Congress’s export 
control laws as well as Defense 
Distributed’s export license, by 
which the State Department has 
explicitly authorized the speech 
that the Defendants are seeking 
to silence. Plaintiffs are entitled to 
declaratory and injunctive relief.

W&G

3D Gun Case
Continued from Page 6
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themselves or others to go to 
court to suspend that person’s 
gun ownership rights. 

The intent, of course, is to re-
duce suicides, and other gun 
deaths. This “extreme risk protec-
tion order,” if granted after a hear-
ing, will require the gun owner to 
give up firearms license and all 
guns to local police. In some even 
more extreme situations, where 
the situation cannot wait days for 
a hearing, there is an “emergency 
extreme protective order” that 
would take effect immediately, 
without notifying the individual 
and would expire in 10 days. 

There is a substantial penalty 
for misusing this law. Anyone 
who requests this kind of court 
order with false information or 
with intent to harass will face a 
fine of $2,500-$5,000 and up to 
two and a half years in jail. 

Good things in these changes:
These reforms can be seen as 

a welcome change for the better 
in the reasonableness and better 
treatment of people.

It took a massive overhaul to 
reform the system into something 
more acceptable to most citizens, 
more equitable and less costly, 
while still improving public safety. 

Punishment will become, hope-
fully, a much better fit to the 
crime.

It should reduce recidivism. It 
should allow more people to go 
back to their jobs, families and 
lives rather than being stuck in 
the corrections system. 

This should allow more people 
to be hired for jobs that ask “Have 
you ever been convicted?” on the 
company’s job application form. 
It should help people with nonvi-

olent pasts to find jobs after they 
are out of the system. 

Along the way, the state stands 
to save vast amounts of money 
by not criminalizing children, by 
not spending money on the thou-
sands of people who cannot pay 
their bail or fine, and by keeping 
in jail or prison only the really vio-
lent people who belong there, not 
those who have been overloading 
the system for years.

Three of these will affect gun 
owners. One is that expunging 
criminal records for minor or 
marijuana offenses could make 
people in that situation eligible 
to get a gun license and buy guns 
here. Another is the stun gun and 
Taser law, which will allow gun 
owners to add these to their col-
lections of defensive tools. The 

DEFENSIVE STRATGIES
Continued from Page 11

Seattle Preemption
Continued from Page 9

be treated differently than any 
other local government when it 
comes to firearm regulation…Se-
attle simply can’t break the law to 
adopt an ordinance as a political 
statement.” 

In its press release announcing 
the free legal help to Seattle, Ev-
erytown noted that, according to 
the Seattle Police, “at least 250 
guns were reported stolen in the 
City of Seattle in 2017.”

None of those guns “changed 
hands” with a background check, 
as mandated by a 2014 gun con-
trol initiative that was heavily 
supported by Everytown. Critics 
of the law say this proves the fail-
ure of such gun control measures. 
They do not prevent criminals 
from getting firearms, but instead 
only penalize and inconvenience 
law-abiding citizens.

W&G

third is the Red Flag law, which 
gun owners should be aware of, 
and try to stay far away from.

I think this is, all in all, a rea-
sonable way to change the system. 
We will see how it plays out over 
the next few years.

W&G

AR-15 Armed Deputy Ends
Gator, Teenage Girl Standoff

Most Floridians always know 
that alligators can be everywhere 
and anywhere. 

So they shouldn’t be surprised 
at the report that a nine-foot al-
ligator chased 15-year-old Jordan 
Broderick, forcing her to climb up 
a tree, in Florida’s Ocala National 
Forest on June 29, according to 
the Washington Post. 

The girl and her family had 
come to enjoy the creek in the 
sweltering Florida heat.

But alligators came, as they 
have done for millions of years, to 
breed.

One gator in particular cut a 
path toward the girl floating on a 
raft, but she thought fast, scurry-
ing up a tree branch hanging over 
the water. 

“My daughter is stuck in a frick-
ing tree and there are gators sur-
rounding her. We can’t get her 
out. She’s just 15,” Jordan Broder-
ick’s mother told a dispatcher in a 
frantic 911 call.

“Oh my God. Please hurry! 
Please hurry!” the mother pleaded 
near Astor, about 55 miles north 
of Orlando, on the recording pro-
vided to The Post by the Lake 
County Sheriff ’s Office.

But a marine unit was about 20 
minutes away, the dispatcher told 
the mother.

And sure enough, a deputy ar-
rived, armed with an AR-15, dis-
patching the gator with a shot to 
the head.

W&G
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Resource 
Directory

CO County Reports
Rising Tide of CCWs

Boulder County, CO, saw an 
increase in concealed carry permit 
holders in 2017, and the sheriff ’s 
office said it has already seen an 
increase again so far in 2018, The 
Denver Post reported.

In the report, the sheriff ’s office 
said there are 8,304 active con-
cealed carry weapons permit hold-
ers in the county, up from 7,752 
in 2016.

Specifications & Sources for 
Taurus 857 revolver fea-
ture, Page 12

Taurus International
taurususa.com
Taurus 857
Capacity Six shots
Caliber  .38 Special
Action   D o u b l e - a c t i o n 
and single-action
Barrel length  2”
Overall Length 6.5”
Height  4.8”
Width  1.5”
Weight  856, 22 ounces, 
857, 12.5 ounces

Blackhawk
Blackhawk.com

Lyman
Lymanproducts.com

Winchester Ammunition
winchester.com

Sources for SIG P320 fea-
ture, Page24.

SIG/Sauer, Inc. 
72 Pease Blvd., Dept. WG
Newington, NH 03801
sigsauer.com

CorBon/Glaser
1311 Industry Rd., Dept. WG
Sturgis, SD 57785
800-626-7266
corbon.com

Champion Traps & Targets
Bushnell Outdoor Products 
9200 Cody, Dept. WG
Overland Park, KS 66217
800 379-1732
championtarget.com

Lansky Sharpeners
P.O. Box 800, Dept. WG
Buffalo, NY 14231
lansky.com

More OK Schools Allow Staff Carry
Another rural Oklahoma school 

district will allow its employees 
to carry firearms this fall in an 
effort to keep students and staff 
from harm, according to the Tulsa 
World. The district may be the 
latest in the growing number of 
schools adopting policies that per-
mit licensed and trained teachers 
and administrators to be armed 
during school hours.

Hartshorne Public Schools’ 
board of education approved al-
lowing staff to carry firearms in 
June, but the policy comes with 
strings attached. Staff have to be-
come Council on Law Enforce-
ment Education and Training 
certified in order to carry. And 
the ability to carry is at Superin-
tendent Jason Lindley’s discretion, 
according to board minutes.

When staff members start car-
rying next school year, they’ll be 
among a few in Oklahoma. Okay 
Public Schools also allows its 
teachers to carry firearms.

Hartshorne’s decision comes 
amid a nationwide debate about 
how to keep students safe in the 
event of a mass shooting. Some 
have advocated arming teachers 
like Hartshorne is doing. Oth-
ers have advocated for more gun 
control. For the small Pittsburg 

County district, it wasn’t an easy 
decision, Lindley said. It was 
something the district weighed for 
two years.

Lindley said mass shootings 
across the country were what 
prompted the district to institute 
the policy.

“We don’t think it’s something 
that could happen in Hartshorne, 
but we can’t rely on that,” Lindley 
said.

He said the rural location of the 
school district was a key factor in 
the decisions to allow firearms, 
noting that urban school districts 
have armed police departments of 
their own and large local law en-
forcement agencies nearby.

The lack of a heavy law enforce-
ment presence leaves teachers, 
with a firearm, as the last line of 
defense, Lindley said.

The cost as well as the availabil-
ity of qualified law enforcement 
personnel available as first re-
sponders in emergency situations 
is a critical consideration across 
the country, which leads other-
wise reluctant officials to opt for 
armed teachers.

W&G
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From the Editor
Even if you’re middle aged (I 

am!) you can recall being told for 
your entire life that “things have 
changed” or that “things aren’t like 
they used to be.”

That’s because―duh!―things 
do change and they don’t stay the 
same. 

But we associate those phrases 
with a sort of grandmotherly out-
of-touchness, bemoaning that the 
changes are for the worse.

My own grandmothers grew up 
in a time without airplanes and 
without the right to vote. That 
seems incredible to me, mind 
boggling when I consider what 
I knew personally of one grand-
mother and from stories about 
the other. One of them ran off 
with her older sister’s fiancé and 
the other married and then sailed 
across the ocean. Both had chil-
dren and made lives in new plac-
es. I imagine they both marveled 
at airplanes and maybe muttered 
(politely, as ladies do) “about 
time,” when they got the vote.

I find myself, these days, re-
membering an increasing distant 
past when your home had one 
telephone line and one television 
set. You huffed and puffed when 
your brother and sister wanted to 
watch Star Trek and you didn’t; 
you might have stamped your foot 
when someone else in the house 
tied up the phone, for, like, hours 
(or so it seemed).

Today, my young great nieces 
and nephew (and, they are great!) 
have their own phones and how-
ever many thousand television 
channels their satellite dish gets, 
and whatever music they want, 
when they want it, and on and on.

Things do change, and there 
are times when they certainly 
seemed to be worse than when I 

was young, or when my parents or 
grandparents were young.

But, as Sam Cooke wrote and 
sang, “a change is gonna come.” 
Cooke was inspired to write the 
song in the early 1960s when he 
and his band were turned away 
from a “whites-only” hotel in Lou-
isiana. There’s a melancholy air to 
the song as it recounts the singer’s 
struggles, but an affirmation in 
the refrain, “I know a change is 
gonna come.”

The dark side of the anti-change 
brigade is usually expressed with 
the dismissive, now-pejorative 
“Luddites.”

The Luddite movement resisted 
the changes of the Industrial Rev-
olution, and was known to smash 
machinery newly installed, espe-
cially in textile mills in England. 
The movement lasted several years 
and was finally suppressed—with 
force—by the mill owners and 
government.

But the Luddites weren’t anti-
technology—they were worried 
that the changes would make their 
lives and skills meaningless. These 
days the term has come to mean 
a person who is anti-technology, 
who is afraid of change simply be-
cause it is a change.

That brings us to the fast-mov-
ing topic of so-called ghost guns 
or “3D Printer Guns”

While there is a story on Page 
5 of the print issue of W&G 
about this subject, it has changed 
and been rewritten three times in 
the week leading up to publica-
tion. I have no doubt it will have 
changed again before the issue hits 
mailboxes and newsstands.

That is the nature of change—it 
is “gonna come.”

The Second Amendment Foun-
dation, parent of W&G, has been 

involved in the issue for several 
years, backing Cody Wilson and 
his Defense Distributed company 
in lawsuits. The issues involve not 
just technology—the genie that 
never goes back in the bottle—
but also First Amendment issues 
and the basic notion that humans 
will continue to create and that 
other humans will have to come 
to terms with those creations.

I am old enough, in a Great 
Aunt Peggy sort of way, to remem-
ber the hullabaloo about “plastic 
guns” in the 1980s, even as we 
struggled to explain to people 
that they weren’t “undetectable” 
and that they were simply a part 
of the evolution of technology in 
firearms. These days, no one bats 
an eyelash at Glocks—embraced 
by thousands of law enforcement 
agencies that wrung their hands 
about them earlier—or at any 
number of other firearms that 
have incorporated new technolo-
gies into their offerings.

But so much of the anti-gun 
rhetoric these days seems based 
in fear of the new and a stubborn, 
even willful, ignorance of change.

An Appeals Court victory for 
gunowners in Hawaii (Page 8) 
brought tired cries of “Dodge 
City” and other Wild West com-
parisons from the anti-gun crowd. 
At this point, 30 years or so since 
the liberalization of state gun 
laws, you would think they would 
know that none of the scenarios 
have come to pass.

Things do change, often more 
rapidly than we are comfortable 
with, but, as the song says, “they’re 
gonna come.”
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The Ruger® EC9s™ comes with no 

gimmicks, rebates or mail-in offers 

for gift cards... just the rugged, 

reliability of the striker-fi red LC9s®,

now with integral sights and a no-hassle

price point that won’t break the bank.

The Ruger® Security-9™ is an affordable, rugged,

mid-sized pistol that provides everyday security 

in the perfect caliber, size and price point.

WHY CHOOSE BETWEEN THEM
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE BOTH?


