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News

Women&Guns

By W&G Staff

 It did not take long following 
the horrible Valentine’s Day school 
murders in Florida for the anti-
gunners to exploit the tragedy in 
an effort to push their gun control 
agenda in every possible arena. 
 The anti-gunners are now 
mobilizing students, teacher 
organizations, businesses and every 
medium of communications to 
focus on banning some 10 million 
private-owned rifles, tighten 
background checks further, 
prohibit all gun sales to anyone 
under the age of 21 and even 
repeal the Second Amendment.
 But their rhetoric about the 
mass murder was quickly in 
collision with the facts. 
 There were ample warning signs 
about the suspect in the Florida 
case, ranging from his past troubles 
at Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School to a social media post 
that had been reported to the FBI, 
yet gun prohibitionists predictably 
blamed firearms for the carnage, 
not the sheriffs, the FBI and social 
services who had received warnings 
but did not take action.
 Nineteen-year-old suspect 
Nikolas Cruz was quickly charged 
with 17 counts of premeditated 
murder, which he admitted.
 However, this time the anti-gun 
zealots don’t plan to let a tragedy 
go to waste. They have organized 
as never before, launching a full 

Florida School Shooting Launches
Full Court Press for Gun Control

court press to use a March Madness 
term, and they have organized 
young people as the spearhead in 
their blitzkrieg against guns.
 The student marches against 
guns began in Parkland almost 
immediately after the massacre, 
spreading quickly to schools and 
cities around the country, and 
there appears to be little prospect 
that these emotional appeals will 
end soon. 
 But that’s only part of the anti-
gunners’ campaign.
 They have also roped big 
businesses into the campaign. 
Major retailers, such as Walmart 
and Dick’s Sporting Goods, have 
made headlines by unilaterally 
establishing their own anti-gun 
rules: no sales of so-called assault 
weapons, no long gun sales of any 
kind to people less than 21 years 
of age, no stocking of magazines 
with a capacity of more than 10 
rounds, plus other new rules.
 Delta Airlines, car rental 
companies, insurance companies 
and banks made headlines by 
publicly announcing that they 
were severing ties to the National 
Rifle Association as symbolic 
gestures in support of the anti-gun 
cause.
 As might be expected, most of 
the media gave extra publicity 
to anyone and anything that 
furthered the anti-gun cause, and 
radio and television did the same 
with their selection of talk-show 

guests in an attempt to achieve a 
legislative victory for the anti-gun 
juggernaut. Of course, most cable 
news TV outlets also helped stir 
the pot.
 There is the continuing 
exploitation of the multiple 
outlets of the Internet, including 
just about all of the devices and 
apps available.
 Then retired Supreme Court 
Justice John Paul Stevens, who 
authored the dissenting opinion 
on the 2008 Heller ruling, 
advised high school gun control 
demonstrators to “demand a 
repeal of the Second Amendment” 
in an Op-Ed piece published by 
the New York Times.
 The retired associate justice’s 
words might lay bare the ultimate 
intention of the gun prohibition 
movement: Repeal of the single 
clause in the Constitution that 
protects all the other tenets, the 
failsafe against tyranny that the 
Founders feared after having 
fought a bloody revolution against 
an oppressive government.
 In his New York Times opinion 
piece, Stevens argues for raising 
the age for purchasing a rifle 
to 21 years. He asserts that the 
concern that a standing army 
might threaten the security of the 
separate states “is a relic of the 
18th century.” He doesn’t detail 
what other rights enumerated in 
the Bill of Rights might also be 
“relics.” 
 Repeal of the Second 
Amendment is the only clear 
way, Stevens argued, to weaken 
the National Rifle Association’s 

Florida Shooting
Continued on Page 31
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 The National Rifle Association 
(NRA) on March 9 filed a lawsuit 
in federal district court over 
Florida lawmakers’ approval of 
a broad package of gun-control 
and school security measures just 
hours after Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott (R) signed it into law.
 The NRA contends the bill 
violates the Second and Fourteenth 
Amendments to the Constitution 
with its provision raising the 
minimum age to purchase rifles of 
any kind from 18 to 21.
 As a result of the Parkland 
shooting Senate Proposed Bill 
SPB7026 passed the Senate 20-18 
on Mar. 5, after the governor had 
recommended the main provisions 
of the bill. It was approved by the 
state House almost immediately 
after the Senate action. It includes 
a 3-day waiting period for the 
purchase of all firearms, raising the 
age minimum for purchase to 21 
years of age, a ban on bump stocks 
and allowing law enforcement to 
seize firearms from those that pose 
“a potential danger to him or her 
or others.” In the House HB219, 
a so-called “assault weapons” ban, 
that was removed from the House 
Judiciary Committee and referred 
to the full House, was defeated on 
a vote of 71-36 along party lines.
 Another provision allows for 
the arming of teachers and school 
administrators.
 The Parkland shooter legally 
purchased the military-style rifle 
used in the attack from a federally 
licensed gun dealer when he was 
18. While federal law sets an 
age limit of 21 for all handgun 

Gov. Rick Scott

NRA suit challenges 
Florida’s ‘21’ rifle law

purchases, the federal age limit 
for purchases of long guns is 18. 
That age difference has become a 
flash point in gun policy debates 
following the Parkland shooting. 
Florida’s new law makes it one of 
just three states, including Illinois 
and Hawaii that set an age limit of 
21 for rifle purchases.

 The NRA maintains that 
Florida’s new age limit violates 
the constitutional rights of young 
adults, alleging that it prohibits 
“an entire class of law-abiding, 
responsible citizens from fully 
exercising the right to keep and 
bear arms—namely, adults who 
have reached the age of 18 but are 
not yet 21.”
 The NRA brief further claims 
that “at 18 years of age, law-
abiding citizens in this country 
are considered adults for almost 
all purposes and certainly for 
the purposes of the exercise of 
fundamental constitutional rights. 
At 18, citizens are eligible to serve 
in the military—to fight and die 
by arms for the country.”

 The issues at stake are similar 
to those raised in a previous 
federal lawsuit the NRA brought 
alleging the federal prohibition on 
handgun purchases by individuals 
under the age of 21 is “a categorical 
burden on the fundamental right 
[of young adults] to keep and bear 
arms.”
 But the federal courts did not 
see it that way. In 2013 the Fifth 
Circuit Court of Appeals ruled 
in that case that age restrictions 
on handgun purchases were 
“consistent with a longstanding 
tradition of targeting select 
groups’ ability to access and to use 
arms for the sake of public safety.”
 When Congress set the age limit 
for handgun purchases as part of 
the Gun Control Act of 1968, it did 
so because it reasoned that young 
adults between the ages of 18 and 
20 “tend to be relatively immature 
and that denying them easy access 
to handguns would deter violent 
crime,” the court found.
 The NRA appealed that ruling 
to the US Supreme Court. But the 
court declined to review the case, 
letting the appeals court’s ruling 
stand. 
 With the new NRA lawsuit in 
Florida, federal courts will once 
again have the chance to review 
the extent to which the Second 
Amendment allows for age limits 
on firearm purchases.
 The Florida measure is 
reportedly not what many of the 
survivors of the shooting at the 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas high 
school reportedly wanted, which 
was a blanket ban on assault 
weapons for the general public.
 But it marked, for a Republican 
governor, a rare break with the 
NRA.

W&G
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By Ashley Brugnone, 
CMP Writer 

Taylor Gibson, 17, of the North 
Salem Vikings Army JROTC 
from Oregon, returned to the 
JROTC Three-Position Air Rifle 
National Championship with an 
abundance of aspirations in her 
mind – ready to defend the preci-
sion title she earned at last year’s 
event and to give a repeat of her 
record-setting performance.

Gibson and over 200 other ju-
niors competed at the Civilian 
Marksmanship Program’s (CMP) 
Gary Anderson Competition 
Center at Camp Perry, March 
22-24. The championship is the 
completion of a series of three-po-
sition air rifle events that begins in 
October and combines the talents 
of junior athletes from around the 
country with two days of compe-
tition and finals.

Last year, Gibson fired a new 
Army JROTC National Record 
3x20 score of 597-48x. This year, 
she came only one center-shot 
away from tying that score on the 
last day of qualifying competition. 
With only the finals left to fire in 
her 2018 showing, she set her 
sights on a new goal – an overall 
score of 700 for the day.

After starting out a little shaky 
in the final with two “9” shots, she 
picked herself up and fired seven 
straight pellets through the black―
ending just shy of her goal with a 
score of 699.9.

 “I was really striving to get that 
700,” she said. “It was still really 
exciting and still super fun – but I 
was so close!”

 “Next year, I’ll do it,” she add-

Gibson Reclaims Title, Sets National Record at 
2018 JROTC National Air Rifle Championship

ed. 
Her overall two-day aggregate 

score of 1293.1 was enough to 
blow passed her peers by more 
than 10 points and give her the 
championship title for the second 
year in a row. The win was the 
satisfying end result of a year full 

of self-discipline, both physically 
and mentally, and keeping herself 
set to an objective she was sure she 
could reach with concentration 
and determination.

 “I wanted to do the same thing 
I did last year,” she said. “I wanted 
to have two consecutive years of 
winning, so I was really focused―
really trying hard to stay where I 
was from last year. I didn’t want to 
give up my title.”

After earning the runner-up 
position in 2015 (as an eighth-
grader) and 2016, Gibson finally 
claimed the championship title in 
2017. Next year, she’ll return as a 
senior, looking to maintain that 
title for the third straight year. 

Winning the 2018 sporter in-
dividual competition was Emma 
Thompson, 17, of Freeport High 
School Navy JROTC from Il-
linois. A senior, Thompson was 
primed to win the event after 
suffering a bad cold at last year’s 
JROTC Nationals and landing 
just short of victory in the second 
place spot. 

This year, Thompson secured a 

comfortable lead early in the com-
petition and maintained her con-
fidence throughout―claiming the 
championship title by a margin 
of more than 20 points above her 
competitors.

 “I just tried to make it fun, make 
it strong―I came back prepared,” 
she added. “I finished pretty well, 
in my average, and that’s all I can 
ask for my senior year. So, I think 
it went really well.”

 “And I wasn’t sick this year,” she 
said with a laugh. “I was deathly 
ill last year, so I made sure that I 
came in healthy.”

During the Day 2 finals, Taylor Gibson fired a new Army JROTC Na-
tional Record score of 699.9, and claimed the overall precision com-
petition win for the second consecutive year.

JROTC Winners
Continued from Page 30
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The DC Project

Women&Guns

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

As soon as Cheryl Todd heard 
about the DC Project at the 
Shooting, Hunting, Outdoor 
Trade (SHOT) Show in 
January, 2016, she knew 
she needed to participate. 
It wasn’t as if she didn’t 
have anything else to do.

In addition to being 
a wife, mother and 
grandmother, she is 
involved in myriad 
businesses and volunteer 
positions. She and 
husband Danny own 
AZFirearms, “the 
biggest little gun shop in 
Arizona,” as well as Pot of 
Gold Estate Liquidations 
and Auctions. They also 
own and co-host Gun 
Freedom Radio, which 
broadcasts from 1:00 to 
3:00 pm Mountain Time 
on Saturday afternoons. 
She serves on the Board 
of Directors of both the 
Arizona State Rifle & 
Pistol Association, and 
the Southwest Valley 
Chamber of Commerce. 
In addition she writes a column for 
Women’s Outdoor News (WON) 
and is a prolific contributor 
on Twitter (@GunFreeRadio), 
Facebook and Instagram. 

 Being part of The DC 

Project: Revealing the Face of 
the American Gun Owner was 
simply something this Arizona 
dynamo had to do. She joined 
a small group of women in 
running a recognizance mission to 

Washington. DCP is composed of 
women from all over the country, 
some from cities, many from small 

towns and rural areas. They have 
varying experience negotiating 
things like The Metro and 
making appointments with their 
Congressfolk. The recon group 
became the hub of the project.

Cheryl is adamant about 
downplaying her role, “…none 
of us ladies wears any special title 

or holds any special 
position,” she insists. 
She further points to 
the enormous talent 
and dedication of the 
women who compose 
this truly grassroots 
organization. There are 
no monetary backers. 
Each delegate is 
responsible for her own 
transportation, lodging 
and meals. She must 
make arrangements for 
her visits to the offices 
of her representative 
and senators. Cheryl 
acquiesced to the title 
of “shepherd,” being 
available to help group 
members find their way.

Cheryl was one of 
the eight women who 
spoke at the rally on 
the West Lawn of 
the Capitol Building 
during the first DCP. 
She is used to public 

speaking because of her weekly 
radio program, although she had 
never done that before she and 
Danny began broadcasting. She 
is a frequent speaker at the Gun 
Rights Policy Conference, too. 

Joining this particular enterprise 

Meet Cheryl Todd of Arizona,
‘Shepherd’ of Progress

Cheryl Todd speaking at the DC 
Project event in 2017.
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many years when that seemed to 
be the case. Still, each year seems 
more dire.

After months of serious debate 
both within the confines of 
Independence Hall where the 
Constitutional Convention was 
occurring and in the newspapers 
with competing authors offering 
opinions and answers to opposing 
opinions, the day came when we 
had the document that would be 
sent to each of the former colonies 
that were to be the first of the 
United States of America. When 
he emerged from the building, 
Benjamin Franklin was asked 
what kind of government they had 

created. He replied, “A Republic, 
madam. If we can keep it.”

‘We the people’ is a term used 
so often as to lose its significance. 
However, it is, indeed, we the 
people by whom and for whom 
the Constitution of the United 
States of America were written. 
We are the first nation in history 
to be ruled by the citizens of the 
nation. We are not ruled by a king 
who derives his authority from his 

blood line. Nor are we ruled by a 
conqueror who has defeated us. 
We are no man’s subjects. We rule 
ourselves.”

For quite some time we have 
not been taught the awesomeness 
of that concept. Most of us were 
born into the freedoms we enjoy. 
Many have immigrated here to 
share those freedoms. But freedom 
is fragile. It is as Reagan stated. 
We can lose our freedoms in an 
extremely short period of time. 
We are losing them, now. 

More than the rest of the 
population, almost all gunowners 
are aware of the possibility of 
losing our freedom. There are 
many voices clambering to 
take away our right to keep and 
bear arms. If not all the right, 
immediately, then tiny pieces of 
the right. Little chunks here and 
there. Bitty things we might not 
miss. Or, if they are missed, they 
are not missed by many because 
they are things that not many 
gun owners use. The Second 
Amendment is under attack 
more than any other amendment, 
although bits and pieces of the 
First and the Fourth and the Fifth 
have also disappeared. 

Cheryl Todd is one person who is 
very aware of the need for constant 
vigilance. Going to Washington, 
letting legislators and their staffs 
get to know her, is an extremely 
important role. After spending 
years de-mystifying guns for her 
listeners and customers, she is now 
embarked on doing the same for 
those who make the laws under 
which our freedoms continue to 
flourish…or disappear. This is the 
face of one American gun owner 
who representatives and senators 
will not soon forget! 

W&G

was important because her 
mission is to preserve and protect 
our Constitution and our rights as 
American citizens. She believes in 
and honors the words of President 
Ronald Reagan, which the Todds 
play at the beginning of every 
broadcast. “Freedom is never more 
than one generation away from 
extinction. We didn’t pass it to 
our children in the bloodstream. 
It must be fought for, protected, 
and handed on for them to do the 
same.” 

Last year she posed on the lawn 
in Washington with her daughter, 
Cassie Todd-Jameson, who is 
another delegate from Arizona 

and Cassie’s now three-year-old 
daughter, Raelynn Jameson. They 
are the reason why she does what 
she does.

Our children and our 
grandchildren are why all of us 
who work to protect human rights 
do what we do. Our rights are in 
constant need of protection. This 
is a year that the right to keep 
and bear arms seems particularly 
vulnerable. Yet, there have been 

Cheryl Todd with her daughter, Cassie Todd-Jameson, and Cassie’s 
now three-year-old daughter, Raelynn Jameson, at the first DC Project 
event last year.
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Defensive Strategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Every time a mentally ill person 
is killed by police, the aftermath 
is difficult―for the families and 
friends of those killed who won-
der whether it had to happen, 
and for police who were following 
their training. Everyone realizes 
that there is a difference between 
someone who is depressed and a 
drug dealer resisting arrest. 

 The police “continuum of 
force” used to go up or down de-
pending on the way the person 
they were dealing with acted or 
resisted. Not obeying a command 
like “Show your hands” or “Back 
off ” or “Get out of the car” meant 
an officer could raise the level of 
force s/he was using from verbal 
to hands-on to pepper spray to 
baton to gun. Experienced crimi-
nals knew the routine, and would 
usually comply before the “shoot” 
level was reached. Innocent people 
experiencing their first interaction 
with police would generally com-
ply, too. 

That works pretty well, but not 

De-Escalate: 
Police Are Doing It. 
Should You?
for some people who are mentally 
ill. Police have long known about 
“suicide by cop” situations, where 
a depressed person will menace 
the officer with a gun or knife 
until the officer is forced to shoot 
them. 

Mentally ill people are incred-
ibly challenging for police. Is that 
woman not showing her hands 
because she thinks the only safe 
place for her hands to be is in her 
pockets? Is the man resisting arrest 
because he’s a felon and this is his 
third strike, or is he behaving that 
way because he is off his meds?  

Traditionally police, and well 
trained private citizens with guns, 
have learned concepts like AOJ to 
determine whether using lethal 
force against someone is justi-
fied. A is Ability―does this per-
son have a weapon, weapon-like 
object or physical capability (age, 
strength, health) that mean he has 
the ability to seriously harm or kill 
me? O is Opportunity―is this 
person close enough or positioned 
with a gun so that he has the op-
portunity to harm me? J is Jeop-
ardy―is that person behaving in a 
way (verbal threats, coming closer, 
not showing his hands, waving his 
weapon…) that lets me know I 
am in jeopardy because it is clear 
that he intends to harm me.

Instead of just following some-
one up the scale of the continuum 

of force scale until A, O, and J are 
satisfied and a shooting occurs, 
what if police could intervene in 
some way to get the person to go 
back down the scale or stay at the 
same level? That would be de-es-
calating the situation. That’s what 
the public is calling on police to 
learn to do, and many police de-
partments are starting to comply. 

 There is also an emotional con-
tinuum, for both people involved 
in an altercation. It might start 
with understanding and calm 
compliance and move through 
irritation, insecurity, anxiety and 
anger to extreme fear. Recogniz-
ing where someone is on this 
emotional scale is important, par-
ticularly if you have some tech-
niques for helping people move 
back down, not go higher. 

It isn’t easy. What should police 
do instead, given the fact that only 
some mentally ill people will com-
ply? Force Science Institute, one 
of the leading organizations that 
trains police in the use of force has 
two full days of training that ad-
dresses this issue. 

What are the kinds of situations 
you, not the police, might be in? 
Strangers acting hinkey. Mentally 
ill or not? You probably won’t be 
able to determine an instant, cor-
rect diagnosis.

You might find yourself dealing 
with someone who feels anxious, 
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ashamed, depressed, angry, or 
overwhelmed by what is happen-
ing to them. They don’t have to be 
mentally ill to be going through a 
tough time.

 Let’s talk about mentally ill folk 
first. Most mentally ill people are 
not violent. Let’s say that again. 
Most mentally ill people are not 
violent, so don’t approach every 
interaction you might have ex-
pecting the worst. 

Here are some general dos and 
don’ts. 

Relax and stay calm. Your body 
language and verbal style should 
be what you hope and expect they 
will follow. Don’t raise your voice. 
Be respectful.

Say I-statements like “I am 
worried that you might fall and 
get hurt here.” or “I’m feeling 
crowded,” not you-statements like 

“You need to back up.” or “You 
shouldn’t do that.”

Ask questions. Paraphrase an-
swers. “If I understand you cor-
rectly, you said, is that what you 
meant?”

Try not to criticize or blame. 
Find a way to align with and ac-

knowledge their feelings and what 
they are saying, even if you don’t 
understand or believe them. 

Don’t force eye contact. It might 
be threatening.

You can find many more sug-
gestions online at the websites of 
organizations that help people un-
derstand and deal with the men-
tally ill.

Of course, be prepared to 
change course, rapidly, if things 
don’t go well.

Ask yourself, seriously whether 
you would be willing to shoot 

someone who is mentally ill, or 
whether a different method of 
force might be preferable. Many 
of us have moral qualms about 
killing someone who is mentally 
ill.

A little advance planning is in 
order here. What about a stun 
gun, Taser, or pepper spray in-
stead? Those alternatives might be 
better in many situations. I carry 
pepper spray as well as a gun so 
I will always be able to choose 
which to use against anyone. 

I’m not a mental health profes-
sional, and you probably aren’t 
either, but you and I have more 
flexibility than police in dealing 
with the situations and people we 
might face. A good first step is just 
remembering that most mentally 
ill people aren’t violent, and go 
from there.

W&G
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Women&Guns

By Scott Smith

In 2017 Glock and Smith & 
Wesson introduced the Gen5 
and 2.0 versions of their compact 
pistols: the G19 and M&P 
Compact. This size pistol is 
practically perfect for CCW and 
duty applications because they 
carry plenty of ammunition and 
the size fits a lot of folk’s hands. 
Both pistols are priced so they 
don’t break the bank, around 
$550.

At first glance the upgraded 
pistols look surprisingly like the 
previous versions. This is not the 
case; there have been substantial 
changes to them. What you notice 
first on both pistols is the grip 

Perfect Sized Carry Pistols

texturing is more aggressive to 
give you a better purchase. Both 
companies are also including 
additional backstraps to further 
enhance the fit of their pistols. In 
my opinion this is the best change 
since earlier polymer pistols have 
not seemed to fit people who have 
smaller hands. 

Glock was cheered for removing 
the annoying finger grooves; I give 
them two thumbs up. A flared 
magwell was also added to the 
frame, which I am ambivalent 
about. 

The next change is the trigger. 
My personal Glock 17 and 19 
pistols as well as my M&Ps are 
all first generation. The triggers 

were mushy on both until I either 
worked on the contact surfaces or 
replaced the trigger groups. The 
Gen5 and 2.0 triggers for a general 
purpose handgun were perfect. I 
prefer a 5lb-ish crisp trigger on all 
of my pistols. These pistols arrived 
from Glock and Smith & Wesson 
with 5lb-ish triggers. Personally I 
would not change out the triggers 
on these service-type pistols. Over 
the years I have seen too many 
issues with aftermarket triggers. 
On a pistol that I may have to 
use for a lethal force encounter, I 
know the factory trigger will ignite 
whatever factory ammunition I 
carry. As I have shot them both 
triggers have become smoother 

We compared the M&P Compact 2.0(l) with the Glock 19 Gen5 with a mix of 
ammunition for carry and range use sporting Talon Grips.
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and crisper.
Both pistols had standard 

factory sights. While serviceable, 
they are too boxy for my taste. In 
my humble opinion, replacing the 
sights is all either pistol needs to 
make them perfect for virtually 
any application. We will discuss 
that shortly.

Glock’s most significant change 
with the Gen5 is the barrel. The 
traditional polygonal rifling of 
Glock barrels has been replaced 
with the Glock Marksman Barrel. 
The rifling is more aggressive 
which should allow the pistols to 
accurately shoot polymer coated 
bullets which seem to dominate 
the reloading market. Accuracy 
with 147-grain Ibjiheads and Blue 

Bullets was on par with Federals 
147-grain full metal jacket, which 

is one of the most accurate 9mm 
loads on the market.

Smith’s biggest enhancement 
with the 2.0 is a more rigid frame. 
This is accomplished by extending 

the frame chassis to the end of the 
frame. While it may not sound 
like a big deal this reduces frame 
flexing which enhances accuracy. 
Trusted sources tell me the 5” 
models are true tack drivers.

The last major changes were to 
the slides of both pistols. Glock 
rounded the front of the slide 
and frame to make holstering 
easier. Smith added small cocking 
serrations to the slide which do 
aid in press checking the pistol. 
If you didn’t know it, you would 
miss the last change. Glock is now 
using a DLC coating on the slide 
while Smith is using Armornite 

on their slides. Both of these 
coating will make the pistols more 
impervious to the elements while 
reducing friction.

I wanted to make range 
evaluations as equal as possible 
so a couple of items were added 
to both pistols. These additions 
were Wilson Combat Vickers 
Elite Combat Sights and Talon 
Grips Rubber Grips. This would 
make the two pistols as identical 
as possible.

I chose Wilson Combat VEC 
Sights because they give one of 
the best sight pictures I have 
come across in the last twenty 
plus years. The “U” notch rear is 
sharp, your eyes naturally center 

Both pistols now have aggressive texturing to overcome the complaint that 
polymer pistols are too smooth.

To make the pistols even we mounted Wilson Combat Vickers Elite Combat 
Sights.

After several hundred rounds we found both pistols are perform equally well. 
This is 16 mixed rounds of our test ammunition offhand at 20 yards.
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the front sight and it allows plenty 
of daylight around the front post. 
For those of us with well over-20 
eyes, it gives you a clearer front 
sight. The other advantage of 

Wilson sights is you 
can get a fiber optic, 
tritium, plain black 
or gold bead—
whichever best fits 
your needs. For 
this project I went 
with fiber optic. 
Fiber optic fronts 
tend to be the most 
versatile. Both sets 
of sights were dead 
on at twenty yards. 
The plain black rear 
is $49.95, while 
the single tritium 
is $64.95; the front 
sight will set you 
back $24.95 to 
$74.95.

Talon Grips 
Rubber Grip was chosen so both 
pistols would feel the same in the 
hand. Some folks prefer the more 
aggressive texturing of these pistols 
while others find it to be too 
aggressive. Talon Rubber Grips 
would be a good compromise. 
At $17.99 these grips are a steal 
and seem to wear like iron; while 
giving a secure grip in all but 

monsoon conditions.
To test the accuracy of the M&P 

and Glock I dug out hollowpoint 
ammunition from Black Hills, 
Federal, Hornady and Sig Sauer. 
The ammunition mix was Black 
Hills 115-grain full metal jacket, 
124-grain hollow points; Federal 
115-grain Syntech and 135-grain 
HST; Hornady 115-grain XTP 
American Handgunner and 
135-grain FlexLock and Sig Sauer 
124-grain VCrown hollow points. 
This assortment would cover 
quality training and self-defense 
loads.

Testing was pretty 
straightforward; load magazines 
of each ammo and shoot ten 
rounds offhand at 20 yards for 
practical accuracy and reliability. 
Then from the bench five shots 
of each load were fired at 20 yards 
to see just how well the M&P and 
Glock performed. What I found 

The flared mag well of the Gen5 
Glocks aids in reloads and keeping 
your hand high on the frame.

These are the cutouts on the 
2.0 M&Ps, you can see the black 
stainless sleeve through them.

Smith & Wesson’s Compact 2.0 
and Glock’s G19Gen5 ship with 
backstraps and extra magazines; 
all you need to make either pistol fit 
your hand.

Glock’s G19Gen is easily concealed and carried in the holster of this 5.11 
Tactical purse when a holster is not an option.
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was both pistols consistently fired 
sub 3.25” groups offhand and all 
of the test loads from the bench 
hovered at 2.5”. 

A few of my associates were 
at the range while I was doing 
the testing so they all fired some 
rounds too. After a couple test 
rounds four of the shooters were 
keeping ten rounds inside the “8 
Ring” of the Shoot-N-C Targets, 
which is 4”. That is pretty good 
for not being familiar with either 
pistol. This shows Smith & 
Wesson and Glock, with the 2.0 
Compact and Gen5 G19, offer 
pistols that are reliable and easy 
to learn. That is the key when you 
are going to use the firearm for 
duty or self-defense.

What I found testing these two 
pistols is modern handguns are 
accurate, reliable and will out shoot 
the operator. Over a few trips to 
the range folks pointed out, small 
things make a difference in what 
works best. When some women 
shot these pistols they liked the 
slight flare of the G19; it forced 
their hands up into the trigger 

For home defense mount a Surefire light to Smith & Wesson’s M&P Compact 
2.0 Picatinny rail and you are ready.

guard. The guys with big hands 
liked the beavertail backstraps that 
prevented slide bite. Both women 

and men also liked that the M&P 
had the smaller grip. Some liked 
the extension at the rear of the 
grip. One thing a couple of folks 
noted was the mag extension of 
the M&P so you can use full size 
magazines. 

If you can, try out the new 
Gen5 G19 or M&P Compact 2.0 
to see what you like best. Check 
with your friends and see if they 
have one you can shoot. If that 
does not work, check local ranges 
to see if they rent pistols. If all else 
fails, try both pistols numerous 
times to see what feels best in your 
hand before plunking down your 
hard earned cash. We want you to 
have a handgun that fits so you 
shoot it well.

W&G
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Women&Guns

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The 5.56mm/.223 Remington 
is America’s cartridge just as the 
AR 15 rifle is America’s rifle. The 
rifle is used for recreational shoot-
ing, competition, varmint hunt-
ing, medium game hunting and 
personal defense. The same rifle 
will handle all of these chores, 
given a skilled shooter. While the 
rifle is versatile and may fill each 
role well, no single loading will 
serve in every pursuit. Sometimes 
the choice is confusing. The pri-
mary difference in loads is bul-
let weight. Some weigh as little 
as 35 grains, loads for long range 
use may top 80 grains. (There 
are 7000 grains in a pound.) The 
light bullets are designed to quick-
ly and humanely dispose of a var-
mint weighing a few pounds. The 
heavy bullet loads are useful for 
hunting larger game or personal 
defense. The most versatile loads 
may perform well in two or three 
roles, but we will find that special-
ization is a great aid in satisfaction 
with the rifle. There are highly 

Ammunition Choices for .223 Remington 

specialized loads such as the Black 
Hills Ammunition 36-grain Var-
mint Grenade and others such 
as the Black Hills Ammunition 
60-grain V Max that are versatile. 
Let’s take a look at some of the 
better choices. It isn’t possible to 
cover every choice but we may be 
able to get the rifle shooter started 
in the right direction. The loads 
enumerated have been test fired in 
the author’s Colt and Ruger rifles. 
A number were also fired in a long 
serving Bushmaster carbine. 

Recreation
I would wager that over ninety 

per cent of the .223 rounds fired 
in America are fired in recre-
ational use, in low stress pursuits. 
I have fired my old alarm and 
excursion Colt HBAR for fun, 
at varmints and at distant targets 
often over the past twenty years. 
I have settled into the bench in 
pursuit of MOA accuracy. I have 
practiced tactical drills. But—it 
was enjoyable. In the event the 
rifle was called on for real, well, I 

A good rifle backed up with first class ammunition will solve a lot of 
problems from taking on varmints to area defense against gangs. 

The .223 often fragments. Be cer-
tain to consider the likely sce-
nario when choosing a load for a 
specific duty. 
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am very familiar with its capabili-
ties. For recreational shooting the 
best choice is the least expensive 
quality ammunition available. We 

all have brand loyalty and Win-
chester USA and Federal Ameri-
can Eagle may be found for a 
similar price, but sometimes one 
or the other may be on sale. This 
factory generic ammunition using 

a 55-grain FMJ bullet is the best 
choice for plinking and practice. 
I have avoided most steel cased 
ammunition, and not because it 
doesn’t function. Foreign powder 
is often dirty and requires excess 
effort to scrub the bolt free of 
carbon deposits. Hornady’s Steel 

Match is loaded by Hornady and 
performs as well as most Hornady 
loads, which is very good to excel-
lent. I now use quite a bit of this 
offering. The one that is found 
in bulk at a fair price is the one 
to choose. If you are purchas-
ing loads in bulk I have found 
that boxer primed brass is longer 
lived in storage, versus the Berdan 
primed steel cased loads. Just in 
case, in an emergency situation a 
rifle may be loaded with quality 
practice ball ammunition and you 
can expect good reliability. 

Competition
Competition means different 

things to different folks. Three- 
gun competition demands reli-
ability, and the loads covered in 
the recreational section will work 
well. The National Match, of 
course, would be another thing. 
The long range stages at 3-Gun 
demand more accuracy. I have 
used the Federal American Eagle 
62-grain Tip at 300 yards. Avail-
able in a bulk box, this load would 
fill the bill at 3-Gun nicely. A 
number of competitors use the 
least expensive 55-grain FMJ pos-
sible then switch to something 
like the Black Hills Ammunition 
60-grain JSP at longer range. Re-
cently I obtained a number of the 
Fiocchi Canned Heat loads with 

The author has personally tested every load discussed. It wasn’t a 
chore to fire such a quality selection! 

Two names the author trusts—Black Hills Ammunition and Colt. 

Winchester’s 55-grain FMJ USA 
load is a standby of police de-
partments, competitors and sav-
vy individuals. 
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the 62-grain FMJ bullet. You sim-
ply cannot criticize the packaging. 
The plastic lid is pulled away and 
then there is another internal bar-
rier similar to wax paper. Overall, 
good kit for those that like to keep 
a ready supply in storage. 

At long range, names such as 
Hornady and Sierra dominate the 
field and the hand loads are filled 
with the individual’s choice of 
IMR 4895 or Varget. Handloads 
not only keep cost down they also 
allow the shooter to fine tune the 
load. For the rest of us beginning 
with the Black Hills Ammuni-
tion 52-grain MATCH, an old 

favorite, we have loads capable of 
cutting edge accuracy. In heavier 
bullets the 75-grain BTHP as 
loaded by Hornady is never a bad 
choice. Long range demands pre-
cision. There are several loads that 
are more accurate than I am able 
to hold. The Black Hills 77-grain 

OTM is the choice of the US Ma-
rine Corps and other units. Match 
the load to your rifle and control 
the trigger. These loads are excel-
lent choices. 

Varmints
The centerfire .22 was con-

ceived as a varmint round. We 
have managed to get much, much 
more from the cartridge than first 
intended. Varmint hunting is a 

great pastime. The skill demanded 
crosses over into other fields. Ac-
curacy is important and so is a 
clean humane kill. Highly fran-
gible bullets are the best choice. 

These bullets also limit ricochet 
and preserve public safety. Hor-
nady’s 36-grain NTX is both fast 
and accurate. I have also used 
the 40-grain V Max, particularly 

in the Fiocchi load, and found it 
clean burning and accurate. De-
spite the shorter bearing surface 
in the rifling with this short bul-
let these loads have given excel-
lent results on targets well past 
200 yards. Another favorite is 
the Black Hills Varmint Grenade. 
On this subject some years ago a 
very poor recommendation was 
made that law officers and home 

defenders should use the 40-grain 
.223 based on low penetration 
and recoil. Some actually bought 
into this, and the choice is a very 
poor one for personal defense. 

These bullets are designed to blow 
up on a pest weighing a few ounc-
es. The bullet would disintegrate 
on a belt buckle or heavy cloth-
ing. The 55-grain JSP is plenty 

Hornady’s Steel Match is an ex-
ception to the rule with steel 
cased ammunition and an excel-
lent all around performer. 

Steel cased loads may not be the 
best choice for long term. These 
are from Russia. 

This well used AR is a great home defender. 

Light bullet loads, heavy bullet loads and military loads function well 
in the AR 15 rifle. The final choice depends upon the mission. 
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frangible for home defense! Also, 
these 40-grain loads sometimes do 
not function well in service grade 
rifles, particularly those that have 
not been well maintained. The 

40-grain V Max by Fiocchi and 
the Hornady 36 -grain NTX each 
function well in my Colt carbine, 
but they are varmint and pest 
loads, not service loads. That be-
ing said they are excellent choices 
for the intended purpose. 

Medium Game
A close friend has dropped a 

dozen deer in three seasons with 
a single shot each using the .223 
rifle. His Mini 14 was loaded in 
each case with the Winchester 
69-grain JSP. This loading exhibits 

an excellent 
balance of 
e x p a n s i o n 
and penetrat-
ing. It does 
not fragment 
but mush-
rooms like 
a .30 caliber 
bullet. Some 
time ago I 
r e s e a r c h e d 
the .22 Sav-

age High Power, a high veloc-
ity number from a hundred years 
ago. The reason this caliber was 
not successful, most believe, was 
due to a lack of proper bullets for 
taking game. This is no longer 
true and the .223 Remington can 
be a good deer taker with proper 
bullets. The Winchester Ballistic 
Silvertip is another good load. 

Hornady’s training load, in the 
traditional 55-grain weight, is ac-
curate in the author’s experience.

These loads expand and hold their 
weight rather than fragment. An-
other excellent choice is the Black 
Hills Ammunition load with the 
Barnes 55-grain TSX bullet. I have 
also tested the 62-grain TSX from 
the same maker and find it an ex-
cellent all around loading. These 
bullets simply give the hunter ev-
ery advantage. A superbly accurate 
choice is the Federal Vital Shock 
60-grain JSP. This load uses the 
proven Nosler ballistic tip. Federal 
has more recently introduced a 
62-grain bonded core bullet with 
excellent performance. 

Personal Defense
Personal defense isn’t the same 

as military use or police service. 
Those that use the .223 for home 

Maggie Reese of Team Colt shows 
how it is done. For competition 
use the primary requirement is 
accuracy, followed by reliability 
and affordability in ammunition. 

.223 Ammo
Continued on Page 34
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Women&Guns

By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

While I haven’t conducted an 
in-depth, official survey, others 
have, and it’s clear that the major-
ity of gun owners nowadays own, 
and carry, semi-automatic pis-
tols. There are many reasons for 
this―they are more concealable, 
they carry a greater amount of on-
board ammunition, they are (ar-
guably) easier to shoot, and they 
are easier and faster to reload.

One of the downsides of semi-
automatics, though, is the fact 
that one has to rack the slide to 
eject the chambered round in or-
der to clear the pistol, and also 
to load the first round into the 
chamber. “I can’t rack the slide,” 
is a common reason people avoid 
buying some guns, or avoid going 
to the range to practice with a gun 
they own.

The very popular .380 pistols, 
almost entirely blow-back oper-
ated, rely on a stiff recoil spring 
to function correctly. Other, more 
“mainstream” self-defense cali-
bers, still rely on the recoil spring 
to slow the velocity of the slide, 
and re-chamber a new round.

The two most popular methods 
of racking the slide entail either 
grasping the slide from above with 
the support hand, pulling said 
slide to the rear and releasing, or 
grabbing the slide from the rear 
with the thumb and index fin-
ger, and then “sling-shotting” the 
slide.

While in many cases, either pro-

Handi-Racker Helps Tame
Slide Racking Woes

cedure proves to be no obstacle, 
that is NOT always the case. If 
you don’t have sufficient hand 
strength, or sufficient upper body 
strength, this can be a frustrating 
exercise. Should you, unfortu-

nately, have arthritis or other issue 
with your hand, arm or shoulder, 
racking the slide can likewise be a 
problematic experience.

Chris McAninch, of Handi-
Racker, had a better idea for these 
individuals. Talk about the quint-
essential better mouse trap, the 
Handi-Racker 2 certainly is one 
in my book.

Once the Handi-Racker 2 is 
simply placed over the slide of the 
handgun, the slide can be readily 
racked, either using your hand, 
or against a table or other surface 
by driving the handgun grip for-
ward. This device presents a grip-
ping surface which is much wider 
than the pistol, and has molded-
in gripping ridges on either side, 
both of which combine to greatly 
facilitate the operation using your 
hand.

The Handi-Racker 2 comes in 
two sizes. A Compact in Green, 
for pistols having a slide width of 

13/16” or less, and a Full Sized in 
Orange, for pistols having a slide 
width of over 13/16”. These two 
sizes are said to fit 95% of pistols! 
One notable exception is Beret-
tas and their clones with tapered 
muzzle and exposed barrels.

Each Handi-Racker 2 has two 
different ends, and, for stabil-
ity, you should select the smallest 
width end to fit your gun. The Full 
Size has 1.25” and 1” openings, 
while the Compact has 7/8” and 
3/4” openings. They taper slightly 
towards the open end. Patented, 
and made of injected nylon, there 
is a built-in sight-channel to pro-
tect the front sight. 

The Handi-Racker used to 
come in four sizes at a higher 
price point, but McAninch com-
bined the two smaller and the 
two larger sizes, and lowered the 
MSRP at the same time. His vi-
sion is to provide more of these, to 
more users, more affordably. How 
refreshing in today’s tangled mar-
ketplace.

Our test team tried both sizes 
on a variety of guns: 1911s, a bevy 
of Glocks, a Kahr PM9, a Ru-
ger LC9s, a Browning Hi-Power, 
and more. The Handi-Racker 2 
worked flawlessly in each case. 
One of our smaller-statured tes-
ters, who has limited hand and 
upper body strength, was able to 
rack each and every gun tried, 
while without this aid, racking 
was very difficult or impossible. 
This tester suggested deepening 
the ridges on the sides of the Han-
di-Racker 2 to make them more 
aggressive, and afford a more se-
cure grip for hand-racking. There 

The Handi-Racker 2.

Handi-Racker
Continued on Page 36
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Women&Guns

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Over the years I have seen many 
people struggle with the hand-
gun. Some older folks and others 
with limited hand strength have 
a difficult time with the revolver. 
While revolvers are simple enough 
to handle, the long double-action 
trigger press challenges some 
shooters. As an example I knew 
a woman about my age well that 
had suffered a serious injury in a 
fall. My friend had courage and 
worked herself back into shape by 

lifting weights and constant ac-
tion. But she never regained full 
hand strength and could no lon-
ger handle her .38 revolvers. 

Another purchased a snub-nose 
.38 but simply could not handle 
the recoil. She adopted a Walther 
PPK .32, far from ideal for her, 
but she was able to handle the re-
coil of the self-loader. 

Semi-automatic pistols transfer 
part of the recoil into energy to 
work the slide; the recoil spring 
absorbs some recoil. A self-loader 
doesn’t have a stiff trigger action 
if the pistol is properly designed. 

Another impediment, however, is 
that the slide may be difficult to 
rack. The recoil spring must be 
compressed as the pistol is loaded 
by racking the slide. A 9mm de-
signed to handle +P loads will 
have a heavy spring. If you are 
able to handle this type of hand-
gun that’s fine but many of our 
brothers and sisters cannot. It is 
difficult for some folks to be able 
to chamber a cartridge if the recoil 
spring is heavy. A person needs a 
handgun that compliments their 
abilities, not challenges them un-

Smith & Wesson’s Easy Shooting 
Shield .380 ACP Pistol

The Shield is a modern design with much to recommend.
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duly. 
Smith & Wesson has intro-

duced a pistol based on the MP22 
frame. The new Smith & Wesson 
Military and Police Shield .380 
ACP has the modern 2.0 Shield 
improvements. The slide features 
well designed cocking serrations 
that make for easy racking. The 
front of the slide is scalloped to 
allow easy manipulation. The 
frame also features the new 18 
degree grip angle that makes the 
2.0 pistols set so well in the hand. 
You have a good feeling of control 
with this handgun. I really like the 
handling of the Smith & Wesson 
Shield .380. The pistol isn’t one of 
the micro-sized .380 pistols intro-
duced during the past decade. The 
Shield is a full size .380 you might 
say, larger than a Walther PPK. 

The handling and design are 

reminiscent of the 
immensely popular 
Colt 1903 hand-
gun. Going to this 
size pistol results in a 
handgun that is easy 
to handle, comfort-
able to fire, and with 
excellent accuracy in 
offhand fire. Another 
feature of the pistol is 
that the force needed 
to rack the slide is less 

than many other handguns. The 
recoil spring, designed to contain 
the recoil of the .380 ACP hand-

gun, isn’t as difficult 
to rack as 9mm rated 
handgun springs. 
The leverage of the 
slide and recoil spring 
is good and makes 
for an easy han-
dling handgun. Even 

though I have been handling fire-
arms for several decades, includ-
ing high capacity magazine pistols 
that are sometimes difficult to 
top off, I still have difficulty with 
some pistol magazines. I keep the 
Butler Creek magazine loader 
handy to load high capacity 9mm 
magazines and also the AR 15.

The Smith & Wesson Shield 
.380 EZ pistol features easy to load 
magazines. These magazines fea-
ture a tab on the body that is pulled 
down to load the magazines. The 
single column magazines are easy 
to load but have plenty of spring 
pressure to keep the pistol feeding. 
Hinged triggers and triggers with a 
finger lever safety are standard for 
modern pistols. 

In contrast, the M&P Shield 
.380 features a single piece single 
action trigger. This trigger allows 
a clean trigger break. I was pleas-

Field striping and maintenance is easy enough.

Some will prefer the version 
with a manual safety while oth-
ers will find the grip safety safety 
enough. 

The Shield isn’t striker fired but 
features a hidden hammer. 
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antly surprised to find the M&P 
Shield .380 trigger broke at 5.0 
pounds and clean. 

I like this trigger very much, but 
a single action trigger demands 
some form of safety as well. The 
Military and Police Shield .380 
features a hinged grip safety. This 
safety must be depressed in order 
to fire the pistol. The grip safety 
doesn’t require a great deal of ef-
fort but makes a good safety fea-
ture. If the pistol is dropped the 
grip safety pops out and the pistol 
is made safe. There is also a ver-
sion with the thumb safety of the 
MP 22. I prefer a manual safety 
but can live with the grip safety. 
I simply obtained the first pistol 
available and that was the version 
without the thumb lock safety. As 
a side note when John Browning 
designed the Browning 1910 he 
tried to convince FN that the grip 
safety was the only safety needed, 
but they insisted on a thumb safe-
ty as well. The grip safety of the 
M&P .380 does the job. 

The pistol has many advantages 

in firing. The pistol is larger than 
some .380 ACP pistols. As I noted 
earlier, the Smith & Wesson Mili-
tary and Police Shield .380 is sim-

ilar in size and conception to the 
Colt 1903, a handgun that saw a 
great deal of action “back in the 
day.” 

The Shield .380 is easy to use 
well. The slide is easily racked with 
only two fingers. The magazines 

are easily loaded. The three-dot 
white outline sights offer an excel-
lent sight picture. Ammunition 
selection is critical with the .380 
ACP cartridge. Some pistols are 
not reliable with a wide range of 

ammunition. Most pistols should 
be loaded with only the 90 to 100 
grain loads. Light bullet loads and 
those that use specialty bullets do 
not make for the degree of reli-

ability I like. There simply isn’t a 
surplus of power. 

I have fired the Shield extensive-
ly with a variety of ammunition 
and found a useful handgun that 

The Shield .380 is easy to rack. It is a pistol with ergonomics first.  

With the TruGlo combat light, the 
Shield is a formidable home de-
fender. 

The Shield is lighter but slightly larger than the Colt 1903 pistol. 

S&W Shield
Continued on Page 36
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Legally Speaking

Disaster
By Karen MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

So there you stand, looking into 
the cavity that was at one time 
your home. Perhaps it was a fire, 
or a flood, an earthquake, a hur-
ricane, or mudslide. Your feeling 
of helplessness is all the same. You 
think back to the moments before 
disaster struck and say, “What else 
could I have done?” No matter 
what else, if you are standing there 
with those thoughts, you saved 
one of the most important things 
in your home, yourself.

Disasters strike suddenly. If you 
run around trying to save items 
of personal property, you might 
not get out alive. If you wake up 
to smoke in the house, get you 
and your family out immediately. 
Do not try to save anything else. 
Fire moves quickly. Have a pre-
arranged rally point outside of the 
house so that you know everyone 
is out safely and no one goes back 

into a burning building looking 
for someone who is not there. 

Propane tanks, butane light-
ers, and pressurized cans become 
explosive devices when in a fire. 
Black gun powder, which is an 
explosive, is only a problem if it 
is confined and able to build up 
pressure; otherwise, it merely 
flashes. Black powder should 
not be stored in a military style 
ammo can or any other container 
that might provide the compres-
sion black powder needs to ex-
plode. Black powder should not 
be stored in a damp area. If black 
powder gets wet, it becomes un-
stable and can spontaneously 
combust as it starts to dry out. If 
it is only damp, small amounts of 
black powder can be spread out to 
dry, outside, away from buildings 
in an area that is safe. If the pow-
der is clumping or has changed 
its granular appearance, it should 
probably be disposed of in a burn 
pit. If it ignites, it will do so with 
a big flash so ignite it from a safe 
distance. If any significant amount 
of the powder gets wet, the best 
thing to do is to keep it wet un-
til it can be disposed of properly. 
How to dispose of it will depend 
upon whether it is real black gun 
powder or one of the modern sub-
stitutes. 

 Smokeless powder and am-
munition will “pop off ” but will 
not explode in a fire. The ammo, 
when not confined to a gun bar-
rel, does not have enough energy 
to cause serious injury. The risk is 
that someone not wearing safety 
glasses could suffer an eye injury 
from small flying debris. Ammo 

stored in a military-style ammo 
can may “pop off ” due to the heat 
of the fire even if the fire does 
not reach the can. The rounds, 
however, will not escape the can. 
Firearms caught in the heat of a 
fire, even if they do not appear to 
be damaged, may have been suf-
ficiently heated to cause the metal 
barrel to lose its temper. If that oc-
curs, the gun is not safe to shoot. 

With the exception of storing 
modern ammunition in govern-
ment ammo cans, keeping any-
thing in a metal box that is not fire 
rated simply insures that the item 
will be incinerated if there is a fire. 
Although a fire might not burn 
though a metal box, the tempera-
ture inside the box will become 
hot enough for paper, such as cur-
rency, to spontaneously combust. 
On the other hand, the ammo 
cans are waterproof and almost 
indestructible. They will protect 
valuables in case of a flood or non-
fire related disaster. 

You can obtain fire rated safes 
or file cabinets for valuables; how-
ever, they generally will not pro-
tect items from water, be it from 
a flood or a fire hose. After a fire, 
it is important to retrieve items 
from such safes as soon as possible 
to determine if they need conser-
vation. Quick action will make 
the difference between saving an 
item and having an item damaged 
beyond repair. Before buying a 
fireproof storage container, read 
and understand the rating system 
used. Not all fire rated containers 
are equal.

If you live in an area prone to 
flooding, severe weather, wildfires 
or mudslides, you may want to 
think about having a backpack or 
bag, called by some a “go bag,” set 
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up to take with you if you have 
to evacuate quickly. Have a check 
list of things that should be in 
the bag in the order of their im-
portance. To the extent that some 
things can be left in the bag, they 
should be pre-packed. Medicines 
should all be in one place so they 
can be quickly added if you have 
to suddenly leave your home. You 
should have identification, mon-
ey, a credit card, and a cell phone 
handy. A first aid kit, a flashlight, 
a boy scout-type folding knife, a 
box cutter, important phone num-
bers and a copy of your pet’s rabies 
certificate can all be pre-packed. 
Even though you have a cell 
phone, it may not work in a disas-
ter. A radio is still a good thing to 
have. A pencil, paper, safety pins, 
a sewing kit, something to light 
a fire with and extra batteries are 
all handy. Batteries will go stale 
so probably should be on the list 
of things to add at the last min-
ute. The so called “space blanket” 
that folds into a small package, a 
compact towel, a compact poncho 
and work gloves are also useful. If 
you have a little more time, warm 
clothing, blankets, bottled water, 
dried fruit, and power bars should 
be considered. If you think you 
might have to shelter in or near 
your home for some time after a 
disaster, you should plan on hav-
ing at least two weeks of non-
perishable food, such as dried or 
canned food. If a storm is on the 
way and you fear that you will not 
have drinking water, fill your bath 
tub or other containers with tap 
water before there is a loss of pow-
er or city water. If you lose water 
unexpectedly, remember, there is 
drinkable water in the freshwater 
pipes in your home which can be 
drained into containers. The wa-
ter in the tank at the back of your 

toilet is also good, clean water. 
Avoid drinking water from your 
hot water tank as that may have 
a high concentration of chemicals. 

If you are forced to evacuate and 
have time, leave a dated message 
on your front door saying where 
you have gone. This will help peo-
ple looking for you later and will 
save rescue workers from having 
to force their way into your home 
to see if anyone is there. Crayon 
or lipstick on the door or in some 
conspicuous spot would work 
well. Do not use water soluble 
markers as they will wash off. 

As there may be no civil law en-
forcement available if you have to 
shelter in place, having a gun and 
ammunition for self-defense is 
also a good idea. 

Lawyers use estate planning lists 
which contain critical informa-
tion such as a list of your bank ac-
counts or brokerage houses, your 
various insurance policies, your 
social security number, date of 
birth, next of kin, who to contact 
in an emergency and the location 
of important documents. Having 
such a list on file with your lawyer 
or with a close relative may help 
you reconstruct your finances in 
the event of a disaster. You may 
want to keep a copy of your home 
insurance policy in someplace 
other than your home so that if 
your home is destroyed, the pol-
icy is not. Have a friend or fam-
ily member that lives at a distance 
designated as a contact person so 
that if your family gets separated, 
there is someone who can help 
pass information along. Let your 
family know as soon as possible 
that you are ok and how they can 
contact you.

Once a situation stabilizes, and 
you can get back onto your prop-
erty or into your home, salvage 

efforts should begin immediately. 
Bring a camera. Take pictures of 
everything. Take pictures of bro-
ken glass, water logged clothing or 
walls, charred furniture, destroyed 
appliances, the contents of closets, 
drawers and cabinets. The pictures 
of the destroyed items may be the 
only proof you have that they ever 
existed. If the house is still standing 
and safe to enter, go through each 
room methodically taking pictures 
of everything. Bring a notebook 
to write down everything that was 
in the house, even including the 
number of rolls of toilet paper. If 
your loss is covered by insurance, 
the itemization will help you re-
cover the maximum amount un-
der the policy. If there is nothing 
left of your home, sit down in a 
quiet place and methodically go 
through each room in your mind 
writing down everything that was 
in each room. You can then “value” 
the item using on-line catalogues. 
Keep track of where you found the 
price of each item. 

Most insurance companies re-
quire you to take steps to protect 
property that is capable of being 
salvaged or to stabilize damaged 
property. Any expense you make 
to protect or clean up the dam-
aged property may be compen-
sable under your insurance policy. 
KEEP ALL RECEIPTS.

Do not pay for labor or repairs 
in cash if you can avoid it. You 
will have to prove what you spent. 

Write checks or use your credit 
card.

Other than fire, most other types 
of disasters will generally not ren-
der guns or ammunition unsafe so 
long as they can be recovered and 
cleaned before rust or oxidation 
causes damage. Once you get back 
onto your property, you want to 
look for your guns and ammuni-
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you have a rider for the additional 
coverage.     

 Insurance companies will also 
subtract “recoverable deprecia-
tion” from the check they send 
you for your loss. Basically this is 
a hold back to insure you do the 
repairs. Once the repairs are com-
pleted, if you send the insurance 
company proof of the repairs, they 
will pay you the hold back.

The contents of your home are 
generally insured for not more 
than an amount which is deter-
mined by a percentage of the val-
ue of the home. This is where the 
itemization of lost items is impor-
tant. Certain types of high value 
items will not be covered to their 
full value unless they have been 
itemized in the policy before the 
loss. In most cases, a special rider 
would have to be placed on the 
items. Those items include works 
of art, jewelry, and guns which 
come under a fine arts rider; and, 
camera equipment, music equip-
ment, and computers which come 
under an electronics rider. You 
should consult with your agent 
about such items to determine if 
the value of such items in your 
home is high enough to require a 
rider. The cost of a fine arts rider 
is very high and many people opt 
not to purchase it. The NRA has 
a limited coverage for guns owned 
by members. 

Your insurance policy also pro-
tects you from liability if someone 
sues you. A common exclusion 
to that coverage is for intention-
al acts committed by you. If you 
punch someone in the nose, your 
insurance company will probably 
not pay for the damage. Another 
exclusion is for injury caused by 

tion as well as any other valuables 
that might be attractive to loot-
ers. Even when waterlogged, if the 
guns are taken apart, the metal is 
cleaned and any wood is allowed 
to dry, they should be alright.    

Water soaked important docu-
ments can be frozen to stop fur-
ther damage until they can be 
properly conserved. Traditional 
photographs are not harmed by 
water. They should be carefully re-
moved from any album, rinsed in 
distilled water and allowed to dry 
flat and individually so that they 
do not stick together. If they are 
already stuck together, try soak-
ing them in distilled water before 
carefully separating them.

Most people who own homes 
have home owners insurance. 
Many people who live in apart-
ments have similar insurance. Be-
fore you have a loss, look carefully 
at your policy.

The best homeowner’s policies 
are what are called “HO 3” poli-
cies. These policies cover all losses 
except for those specifically ex-
cluded. If some fast talking insur-
ance company representative asks 
you to point out where the policy 
says the damage to your home is 
covered, you will not be able to do 
so because of the way the policy is 
written. Your answer to that ques-
tion is, “Everything is covered un-
less you can show me the excep-
tion that says it is not.”

Certain things are generally ex-
cluded from homeowner’s policies 
unless you obtain a special rider. 
A “rider” is additional coverage for 
which you will pay an added pre-
mium. Things generally excluded 
include, but are not limited to, 
intentional acts (you cannot burn 
your house down and expect the 
insurance company to pay and 
you cannot get a rider to cover 

such acts); acts of war; earth-
quake; general deterioration, “col-
lapse” or flood. Policies often have 
other exclusions that you need to 
be familiar with. The words used 
in your policy may have special-
ized meanings so look at the defi-
nitions section of your policy. Of-
ten “collapse” is not covered if it 
is caused by deterioration. But, if 
you have an old house with some 
deterioration which is hit by a fall-
ing tree which causes a collapse, 
the damage is covered. The term 
“flood” can be deceiving. If water 
enters from along the ground, in-
cluding from things such as a bro-
ken water main, it is considered a 
“flood.” On the other hand, if that 
same water main puts a geyser 30 
feet into the air and the same wa-
ter enters from the sky, it is not a 
flood and is covered. 

Your house is generally insured 
for its replacement value. If you 
do not insure for the full amount 
of the replacement value, the in-
surance company will say you are 
a partial self-insurer. For example, 
if the replacement value were 
$200,000, and you only insured 
for $150,000, then you had a 
$2,000 loss, the company will only 
pay you $1,500 assuming you had 
a zero deductible. Generally you 
should not insure for 100% of the 
fair market value of the house as 
the rule of thumb is that 20% of 
the value of your property is in the 
land, not the building. 

Unless you have a rider that 
covers required building code up-
grades, your insurance will only 
pay to put your home back to 
the way it was prior to the loss. If 
the building codes have changed, 
and a more expensive method of 
construction is needed to rebuild, 
then the insurance company will 
not pay for the added cost unless 

Legally Speaking
Continued on Page 36
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

As many gunowners do after 
each tragedy, for a week or so af-
ter the Florida shooting I did not 
comment or reply to social media 
comments. Then, I began post-
ing questions on my Facebook 
page, opening a door to possible 
communication. I also shared the 
questions to the numerous pro-
gun groups to which I belong on 
Facebook, as well as my Twitter 
account. 

Despite the results of the ini-
tial attempts, I am confident that 
with perseverance I can elicit true 
conversations. The definition of a 
conversation that I am using is the 
sharing of information between 
two or more people. Such sharing 
requires that one person talks, the 
other person listens and, then, the 
second person responds and the 
first person listens.

Conversations are a great meth-

Can We Have A Conversation?
od of getting to know people, and 
coming to agreements on subjects 
and situations. Sometimes, people 
reach an impasse and “agreeing to 
disagree” is their solution.

However, if we are to seriously 
approach rational solutions to vio-
lence, especially in our schools, we 
must do better than agreeably dis-
agreeing. Early in my experiment 
it became obvious that most of my 
responders were simply digging 
their trenches deeper, and not lis-
tening to those who disagreed. We 
were not having conversations, we 
were making parallel speeches.

Speaking in parallel means that 
one person says something, then 
the other person says something 
else, possibly on the same topic, 
but not responding to what the 
first person said. Often, the first 
person does not respond to the 
second person’s statement, but, 
instead, repeats his first response, 
sometimes verbatim. The second 
person does the same. In a civil 
discourse where no one devolves 
into name-calling or sarcasm, the 
result is nothing. Simply, no one 
has listened much less tried to un-
derstand the other person. Both 
have strengthened their resolve. 

My method of conflict resolu-
tion has been what is called “spi-
der webbing.” We find a point on 
which we can agree, then work 
outwards always finding agree-
ment on points, until we reach a 
place where we cannot agree. At 
that point we revert to the last 
place of agreement, stop the pro-
cess, and do not discuss the mat-

ter further. Instead, we go away 
and think about the new point at 
which we agreed.

We have had the opportunity 
to hear the other person’s stance 
on moving forward, and can take 
time thinking about their posi-
tion. Thinking of the other’s argu-
ments allows us to understand the 
different ways of looking at a par-
ticular part of the situation. This 
gives us a chance of again finding 
something on which we can agree. 
Then, we can resume at the new 
point of agreement and move fur-
ther forward in the same manner.

In the early attempts at conver-
sations, we were not able to even 
get to the starting point that I of-
fered. They became forums for 
anti-gun friends to espouse their 
position that guns and various 
accessories should be further re-
stricted. No matter what argu-
ments were offered against this ac-
tion as a method of ending school 
attacks, their responses remained 
the same. 

My gunny friends and I have 
explained innumerable times the 
different methods of operation of 
a semi-automatic and automatic 
firearm. We have not only disput-
ed, but also offered FBI data, to 
repudiate erroneous statistics and 
numbers concerning guns in gen-
eral, long guns, automatic rifles. 
Hours and dozens of replies later, 
the positions and likelihood of 
agreement on anything remain as 
they were in the beginning.

However, I do not consider this 
effort as a lost cause. Far from it. 

Women&Guns
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At the very least accepting con-
flicting concepts makes one’s ar-
guments better. Having these dis-
cussions online gives one not only 
time to study what the other per-
son has said, but to review one’s 
own replies and consider alterna-
tives that might have had a more 
positive impact.

I readily admit that I am a con-
firmed believer in the words of 
the Constitution. I believe that 
our rights to keep and bear arms 
should be pure. There should be 
no restrictions on what and how 
many of any means of arms and 
accessories for those arms a citizen 
should be allowed to keep and to 
use. I have stated on more than 
one occasion that I am as much 
a danger to my neighbor with a 
rock as I am with a tank. I am not 
a violent person, therefore, not a 
danger to my neighbor. (Person-
ally, I do not want a tank because 
it would tear up my yard, but, I 
know Valinda is intrigued with 
the idea, and I fully trust her to 
own one.)

It is interesting to try to under-
stand how people can reach very 
different conclusions from the 
same events. Partly, it is because of 
what has happened to each indi-
vidual in their past. But, there is 
another factor that is a bit won-
drous. People actually have com-
pletely different ways of receiving 
and processing information.

There is still another, even more 
basic, difference between people. I 
suggest you read Thomas Sowell’s 
A Conflict of Visions. To overgen-
eralize, there are those who believe 
that people are basically the same 
as they have always been and do 
not change appreciably, and there 
are those who believe that human 
nature can be changed. 

The first kind of people, which 

Sowell labels “Constrained” think 
that we can look to history to see 
what others have tried and judge 
their degree of success, and in the 
present we should let the major-
ity of people make their own de-
cisions with little outside control. 
They believe that there has to be 
a limited degree of constraint so 
that people respect the life and 
property rights of others as well as 
their own, but there should not be 
a lot of constraint. I am a member 
of this group.

The second type of person, the 
“Unconstrained,” thinks that in-
dividuals have the ability to ap-
prehend everything solely on their 
own, and some individuals, who 
are more competent, should de-
cide for those who are not as com-
petent. They do not think that 
history has much to teach, be-
cause they believe that people can 
be changed to act in ways that the 
competent decide they should act.

We see the two visions in our 
political discussions. Taking a dif-
ferent subject so we can look at it 
objectively, there is currently a lot 
of push, as there is periodically, to 
make us a more socialistic coun-
try. The Constrained person says, 
“Show me a country where so-
cialism has been successful.” The 
Unconstrained person replies, “It 
doesn’t matter if there has not 
been one, yet. We will do it bet-
ter.” There is little room for dis-
cussion at this point.

When I began my quest for so-
lutions, this was one of my first 
questions. “I believe we all can 
agree that we want all children 
to be safe, and do not want to 
ever have another school shoot-
ing. However, should such a hor-
rible event occur in your child’s 
school, would you prefer that his/
her teacher be able to protect the 

children under his/her care with a 
firearm, or be unarmed?”

Only the pro-arms people an-
swered the question. Unsurpris-
ingly, those answers were varia-
tions of “I want my kid’s teacher 
armed.” The other side’s answers 
were: no guns in school; many 
reasons why teachers were not 
up to the task of being armed; 
disarming everyone, if possible; 
19- to 21-year-olds at a minimum 
to start the disarming. Asked for 
solutions to keep schools safe, 
answers were things like, “Teach 
children to be peaceful and kind.”

When it comes to the right to 
keep and bear arms, the public 
discussions on school shootings 
always go to “gun violence” and 
proposed infringements on our 
Second Amendment rights. We 
do not have the luxury of giving 
up on finding a way to have a con-
versation. 

One thing I learned from 
Thomas Sowell is that the reply 
I often heard, “I want children to 
be safe in school,” was not only 
what I, with a Constrained Vi-
sion, considered a goal. To some-
one with an Unconstrained Vi-
sion, who thinks people can be 
readily changed to act as the elite 
think they should act, wanting 
something is a solution. 

Please have conversations with 
those with whom we are in op-
position on this very important 
subject to our way of life. In those 
conversations, try spider webbing. 
We must change the focus from 
“gun violence” to “violence” to 
even begin to solve the problem. 
Understanding that our solutions 
may be viewed in a very different 
way by those who see the world 
through other lenses, can help us 
go forward.

 W&G
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After Day 2 finals were complet-
ed, and the announcement of Gib-
son’s record-setting performance 
was made, a gleeful Thompson 
ran across the range to congratu-
late her friend on her win with a 
tight embrace. The two accom-
plished competitors have become 
close over the last three years, even 
competing together and winning 
the American Legion National 

Championship in 2016 in their 
respective classes. For their win, 
both girls had the opportunity to 
attend the American Legion’s Na-
tional Convention in Cincinnati 
that same year.

 “She’s amazing. I love this girl,” 
said Thompson with a beaming 
smile. “I’ll definitely track her 
down and keep up with her.”

In the future, Thompson plans 
to attend the University of Illinois 
to study aerospace engineering 
under a Navy ROTC scholarship.

Earning second place in the 
sporter competition was Eli-
jah Kalinski, 15, of Cibola High 
School from New Mexico, with 
a score of 1198.2. Jesseca Mont-
crieff, 17, of Oviedo High School 

from Florida over-
took the third place 
position by only 0.7 
points – recording a 
score of 197.7.

Following behind 
Gibson in the preci-
sion class was Philip 
Becker, 16, of The 
Woodlands College 
Park High School 
from Texas, with a 
score of 1281.2. Al-
lison Henry, 16, 
of Granbury High 
School from Texas, 
rounded out the Top 
3 places, falling just short of Beck-
er with a score of 1279.5 for third.

Winning teams of the event in-
cluded:

Sporter: 1.Santa Fe High 
School, NM – 4386-156x – Win-
ning members Dominick Cordo-
va, Bianey Nunez, Gabe Gonza-
les, Angelica Segovia; Team coach, 
Master Chief Dale Mayes, USN; 
2.Jack C. Hays, TX – 4368-131x, 
and 3.Oviedo High School, FL – 
4349-125x.

Precision: 1.Granbury High 
School, TX – 4689-312x – Win-
ning members Makenzie Shef-
field, Allison Henry, Kelcy Mc-
Grath, Trinity Hathaway; Team 
coach, LtCol Scott Casey, USMC; 
2.Eldorado High School, NM – 
4666-294x, and 3.East Coweta 
High School, GA – 4636-264x.

Placing teams earned monetary 
awards from the CMP for their 
outstanding performances―$500 
for fifth, $750 for fourth, $1,000 
for third, $1,500 for second and 
$2,000 for first. In addition, Larry 
and Brenda Potterfield, co-found-
ers of the MidwayUSA Corpora-
tion, provided generous fund do-
nations to winning teams of the 

JROTC Championships to be 
placed in each team’s endowment 
account with the MidwayUSA 
Foundation.

The CMP, guests and competi-
tors were fortunate enough to 
be able to personally show their 
gratitude to the Potterfields at this 
year’s National event, with both 
Larry and Brenda attending Day 
1 and even passing out medals to 
the day’s finals winners. 

Along with talented juniors 
taking home overall wins in the 
competition, over 35 Junior Dis-
tinguished Air Rifle Badges were 
awarded at the awards banquet, 
held this year at Kalahari in San-
dusky. Of those, 17 had earned 
their badges while competing in 
the National Championship. 

The CMP was proud to exhibit 
the talent and efforts of each ju-
nior participating in the JROTC 
Air Rifle Championships. Con-
gratulations to all, and we look 
forward to next year! For a com-
plete list of results, visit the Com-
petition Tracker page at https://

Emma Thompson was the overall 
winner of the sporter competition 
by more than a 20-point margin.

After weekend competition was 
complete, Emma Thompson ran 
over to congratulate Taylor Gib-
son on her win.

JROTC Winners
Continued from Page 7
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ct.thecmp.org/app/v1/index.php?
do=match&task=edit&match=16
644&tab=results. 

The road to the JROTC Na-
tional Championship begins with 
the JROTC Postal Competition 

in October, with qualifying teams 
and individuals moving on to the 
Regional Service Championships 
in February at Camp Perry, Ohio; 
Anniston, Ala.; and a western lo-

Santa Fe High School from New Mexico overtook the sporter team 
competition.

Granbury High School from Texas came out on top of the precision 
team match.

“ability to stymie legislative 
debate and block constructive gun 
control legislation than any other 
available option.” 
 Stevens further argues that 
repeal “would eliminate the only 
legal rule that protects sellers of 
firearms in the United States,” 
which would open the door for 
unlimited lawsuits against gun 
manufacturers and retailers.
 Stevens’ Op-Ed  not only lays 
bare the false claim of some anti-
gun politicians who say they 
support the Second Amendment, 
it cuts to the core of the ultimate 
aim of most anti-gun activists: 
to eliminate the people’s right to 
keep and bear arms. It also serves 
as a reminder of the deep division 
over the Second Amendment and 
private gun ownership in America.
 By some estimates there may be 
as many as 100 million American 
gun owners who possess at least 
300 million firearms. Stevens 
might think repeal is a sound idea, 
but he’s been on the losing side 
before.

W&G

Florida Shooting
Continued from Page 5

cation.
The National Championship 

is a two-day competition that 
follows the same format as the 
Postal and Regional matches, 
where competitors fire in three 

positions—prone, standing and 
kneeling. During Nationals only, 
the Top 8 competitors of the day 
from the precision class and the 
Top 8 from the sporter class then 

compete in a 10-shot final, vying 
for daily gold, silver and bronze 
medals. 

Aggregate scores of each ath-
lete from each day of competition 
(plus finals) are then combined to 
determine the overall best junior 
marksmen in the country amongst 
all four military branches. 

For more information on the 
JROTC Championships, visit 
http://thecmp.org/air/jrotc-air-
rifle-national-championship/.  
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 The Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) has reported an 
astonishing 1,200 percent increase 
in memberships and donations 
from young adults in the 18-to-
20-year-old age class over the past 
three weeks, evidently spurred by 
moves to restrict their gun rights 
in the wake of the tragic mass 
murder at a Florida high school.
 At the same time, SAF’s 
sister organization, the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms (CCRKBA), has 
also seen a membership spike in 
that age group, though not as 
significant. The CCRKBA boost 
is closer to 500 percent. 
 The news came from SAF 
founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan M. Gottlieb. He 
also serves as CCRKBA chairman. 
 He acknowledged the 
foundation does not normally 
see so much interest from young 
adults. But now, people in 
that age group have suddenly 
realized they are being specifically 
targeted because of the act of a 
lone perpetrator who, according 
to published reports, had sent 
all kinds of “warning signs” 
that he posed a danger, and law 
enforcement and social services 
essentially did nothing.
 “We normally don’t get that 
many members or donors 
in that age group,” Gottlieb 
acknowledged, “since the gun 
rights movement typically trends 
toward older Americans. But the 
18- to 20-year-olds have never 
been specifically targeted before, 
and they are obviously alarmed.”
 He suggested that the sudden 

SAF, CCRKBA See Membership
Surge in 18-20 Age Demographic 

influx of young Americans into the 
gun rights movement is important, 
“not just to respond to the current 
gun control threat, but as the 
movement has gotten older, it is 
encouraging to see so many young 
adults getting involved in support 
of Second Amendment rights.”
 But the significance of 
this development cannot be 
underestimated. While the 
mainstream media has focused on 
the high schoolers walking and 
marching out across the country 
to protest for more gun control 
laws, young adults have suddenly 
discovered the uncomfortable 
reality of being singled out as a 
class of citizens against whom 
a gun control policy has been 
implemented. Florida has already 
enacted a ban on gun sales to 
anyone under the age of 21, and 
lawmakers in several other states 
are considering similar bans, and 
youths who are old enough to 
vote and serve in the military.
 “While the media has paraded 
high school students to push a 
gun control agenda,” Gottlieb 
said, “the age group that is now 
being targeted by that effort is 
energizing, and showing that there 
is another side to this controversy.”
 Two large store chains, Dick’s 
Sporting Goods and its subsidiary, 
Field & Stream, and Walmart 
decided unilaterally to not sell 
guns or ammunition to anyone 
under 21. They have been sued in 
two states, Oregon and Michigan, 
and it is likely young adults in 
other states will follow. 
 In addition, the National Rifle 
Association immediately filed a 

lawsuit challenging the new law in 
Florida.
 “It’s important to note,” Gottlieb 
observed, “that this interest surge 
has been ‘organic’ on the Internet. 
SAF did nothing special to make 
it happen. They have really done 
this on their own, finding us on 
the Internet and following up.”
 He intends to personally reach 
out to young adults in the affected 
age group, so that they “know 
they are welcome in the gun rights 
movement.” 
 “SAF has always conducted 
leadership training conferences,” 
Gottlieb stated, “but now we’ll 
increase our emphasis on a 
younger audience, to integrate 
them into leadership roles.”

W&G

CA County Weighs
Ban On Gun Shows

On March 6, the Santa Clara 
County, CA, Board of Supervisors 
was scheduled to hold a public 
meeting to discuss a proposal by 
Supervisor Ken Yeager to prohibit 
the sale and possession of fire-
arms on county property. If such 
a proposal were enacted, it would 
have the effect of prohibiting 
gun shows from operating at any 
county-owned fairgrounds.

In response, attorneys for NRA 
and CRPA have filed a joint-op-
position letter highlighting the su-
perfluous nature of the proposal, 
as California law already generally 
prohibits the transfer of firearms 
from occurring at gun shows. The 
letter also serves to dispel the many 
myths perpetuated by anti-gun 
advocates regarding gun shows by 
providing the Board with a com-
prehensive summary of the restric-
tions applicable to gun show pro-
moters and vendors in California.

W&G
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KU crime down,
no gun violations
post campus carry
 It would be rash to credit a 13 
percent annual drop in crime at 
the University of Kansas (KU) to 
six months of legalized campus 
carry, but the new law certainly 
did not cause an increase in crime 
or a spike in weapons violations, 
according to The Sentinel.
 In 2017, 671 criminal offenses 
were reported to KU police 
compared to 770 in 2016, a 
significant drop.
 Again, it would be rash to 
suggest that would-be thieves 
feared an armed defense, but it is 
entirely reasonable to suggest that 
the law did not empower thieves 
to step up their game.
 It would be equally rash, 
The Sentinel said, to tell virtue-
signaling KU prof Kevin Wilmott 
that he no longer needs to wear 
a bullet-proof vest, but it is not 
too early to tell Wilmott that 
he rendered himself needlessly 
uncomfortable for however many 
days he has worn the vest since 
campus carry became law.
 Wilmott made a national splash 
in August 2017 when he showily 
appeared on campus in his bullet 
proof vest. “Try to forget that I’m 
wearing a vest,” Wilmott said at 
the time to his imagined critics, 
“and I’ll try to forget that you 
could be packing a .44 magnum.” 
 According to the KU Office 
of Public Safety, there were zero 
weapons violations in 2017. 
Despite a near meltdown on 
campus by those like Wilmott 
indifferent or hostile to the Second 
Amendment, eight months have 
passed without incident since the 
law went into effect on July 1.
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Maryland HS Shooting Textbook
Case of ‘Good Guy with Gun’
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor
 The confrontation between an 
armed school resource officer and 
a Maryland high school gunman 
that ended with the shooter’s 
death might easily underscore the 
long-standing contention by gun 
rights organizations that the only 
thing that stops a bad guy with a 
gun is a good guy with a gun.
 The shooting left two students 
wounded, but only the 17-year-
old would-be killer is dead. He 
was identified as Austin Wyatt 
Rollins. 
 Rollins had only fired a couple 
of shots that hit the two students 
before he was chased down 
a hallway and confronted by 
Sheriff ’s Deputy Blaine Gaskill. 
Each fired one shot before the 
incident ended, according to 
several published reports. 
 Maryland has some of the 
strictest gun laws in the United 
States. It is extremely difficult, and 
often impossible, for most adults 
to get a carry license. The teen 
gunman violated several existing 
laws by bringing a gun onto a 
school campus, carrying it illegally 
and opening fire on fellow students. 
 The incident unfolded just 
four days before a nationwide 
“March for Your Lives” event 
in the aftermath of February’s 
mass fatal shooting at a Florida 
High School. But in this case, 
the SRO quickly confronted the 
shooter and stopped the rampage. 
Broward County, FL, lawmen 
have taken lots of criticism since 
the Valentine’s Day shooting 
because they waited outside the 
school building.

 The Maryland sheriff told 
reporters, “This is what we prepare 
for; this is what we pray we will 
never have to do.”
 About 1,500 students attend 
the Maryland high school.
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Pa High School Rifle 
Team Gets Funds After 
Board Refuses NRA Grant
 A school board in Pennsylvania 
was dining on crow after local 
businesses in the Stroudsburg 
school district flooded the local 
high school rifle team with 
donations because the board voted 
to reject a $4,730 grant from the 
National Rifle Association.
 The Morning Call reported that 
one board member, Alex Reincke, 
described the proposed NRA 
grant as “dirty money.”
 “I didn’t want to bring national 
politics into this but unfortunately 
we have no choice,” Reincke 
said, according to the newspaper 
account. “The NRA is a group 
that has transformed from a bunch 
of people who liked hunting in 
the ’50s to something that quite 
frankly is a hateful, divisive group 
that seeks nothing but to push 
guns on people.”
 This compelled one member of 
the audience to reportedly remind 
the board that “we all vote.” 
However, the newspaper also 
noted that Reincke’s comments 
received applause from parents.

In the end, money talked and 
the rhetoric walked as Fox News 
reported nine local businesses 
shelled out more than $6,000 to 
replace the rejected grant.

W&G
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Resource Directory

Sources for Perfect Pistols, 
Page 12

Black Hills
605-348-5150
black-hills.com

Federal 
800-379-1732
federalpremium.com 

Hornady 
800-338-3220
hornady.com

Glock
770-432-1202
us.glock.com

Sig Sauer
603-610-3000
sigsauer.com

Smith & Wesson
800-331-0852
smith-wesson.com

Talon Grips 
970-879-9600
talongrips.com

Wilson Combat Sights 
800-955-4856
wilsoncombat.com

Sources for .223 Ammo 
Choices, Page 16

Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090, Dept. WG
Rapid City, SD 57709
black-hills.com

Federal Premium Ammunition 
900 Ehlen, Dept. WG 
Anoka, MN 55303
800-379-1732
federalpremium.com

Fiocchi
6930 N. Fremont RD, Dept. WG
Ozark, Missouri 65721
fiocchiusa.com

Hornady
3625 West Old Potash Hwy.
Dept. WG
Grand Island, NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

Winchester Ammunition
winchester.com

Sources for Handi-Racker, 
Page 20

Handi-Racker
303 SE 2nd Street
Grimes, IA 50111
515-480-4905
handiracker.com
email: chris@handiracker.com

Specifications and Sources 
for S&W Sheild, Page 22

Smith & Wesson
2100 Roosevelt Ave., Dept. WG
Springfield, MA 01104 
800-331-0852
smith-wesson.com 

M&P® 380 SHIELD
Caliber: 380 Auto
Capacity: 8+1
Barrel Length: 3.675” / 9.3 cm
Overall Length: 6.7”
Front Sight: White Dot
Rear Sight: Adjustable White Dot
Action: Internal Hammer Fired
Grip: Polymer
Weight: 18.5 oz / 524.5g
Barrel Material: Stainless Steel - 
Armornite® Finish
MSRP $399.00
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defense must concentrate upon 
reliability and cartridge integrity. 
The ready rifle or at least the mag-
azine may be stored for use. (It is 
good to load the magazine down 2 
in the 20 round renditions and 3 
in the 30 round magazines―this 

releases more than ten percent of 
the pressure on the spring.) Police 
shootings usually occur within 50 
yards. Most are far shorter. The 
55-grain JSP has been used across 
the board for many years. There 
are better choices, most of them 
intended to increase the penetra-

The .223 is pretty frangible and a 
good home defense choice. 

Black Hills Ammunition offers 
the classic 77-grain hollow point 
in 50 round boxes. 

.223 Ammo
Continued from Page 19
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and ballistic performance. In the 
end, a loading that performs re-
liably in your personal rifle and 
which exhibits good accuracy is 
important. Consider the level of 
penetration needed. 8 inches or 
more is a realistic choice for home 
defense. (These loads were tested 
in water, ballistic gelatin results 
are similar.) The greater penetra-
tion loads are suited to deer sized 
game or felons behind cover or 
heavily clad, as in the winter. 

W&G

tion of the load and decrease frag-
mentation. As an example some 
years ago an officer attempting to 
stop a fleeing robbery suspect fired 
a single 55-grain JSP into a vehicle 

windshield. The bullet fragmented 
in the glass. While the felon bled 
out, he did so after traveling some 
miles with a wound from a bullet 
fragment. Light cover penetration 
also needed to be enhanced. This 
is why special teams still rely upon 
the .308 precision rifle in addition 
to the AR 15. 

The .223 demonstrates less pen-
etration in building materials and 
home structures than the com-
mon pistol calibers such as the 
9mm, .40 and .45. With standard 
loads beginning with the 55-grain 

JSP results against felons in the 
open have been excellent, with a 
single shot usually taking immedi-
ate effect. This is a good thing for 
public safety. In this regards, prac-
tically every .223 55-grain JSP is 
a good choice. After considerable 
research I adopted the Black Hills 
Ammunition 60-grain JSP as my 
personal standard some time ago 
and have seen little reason to 
change. The cartridge is available 
in 50 round boxes. Another solu-
tion to the problem is the Hor-

nady 60-grain A Max loading. 
Available, affordable and predict-
ably effective, this loading is versa-
tile and accurate. I have explored 
the heavier bullets, particularly in 
light of the excellent results of the 
Black Hills Ammunition 77-grain 
OTM in the hands of our young 
warriors. These heavy bullet loads 
are certainly formidable, but 
for my personal use I think the 
60-grain loads are best. 

The cartridges and loads dis-
cussed are all top quality. I have 
tested each for reliability, accuracy 

Hornady’s new Full Boar load is 
fast gaining an excellent reputa-
tion in the field. 

Federal Cartridge’s 55-grain Vital 
Shock is among the few exten-
sively proven hunting loads in 
.223 caliber. 

This is Federal’s Green Tip 62-grain, a civilian version of the military 
loading.  

Poll Shows Guns 
In Homes Make 
People Feel Safer

With the nation in an uproar 
about gun rights versus gun con-
trol, a recent Rasmussen poll re-
vealed that a majority of people 
with guns in the home feel safer.

The survey results said 61% 
of Americans who have guns in 
the home “feel safer knowing it’s 
there.” 

Perhaps not surprisingly, 44% 
of the survey respondents say 
“they or someone in their house-
hold owns a gun.” 

The Rasmussen survey was tak-
en Feb. 19-20 and involved 1,000 
American adults. It has a +/- 3 
percentage point margin of error.

W&G
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let. Black Hills offers the 60-grain 
Honey Badger that leaves the 
Shield’s barrel at a blistering 1200 
fps. This lightweight bullet is 
well machined of solid brass and 
features flutes that begin cutting 
flesh on contact. It doesn’t expand 
and exhibits excellent penetration.  

The Smith & Wesson M&P 
Shield .380 has many good fea-
tures. The sights are good, the 
trigger is crisp, the pistol is easy to 
operate. The safety doesn’t require 

thought to manipulate; just make 
a firing grip. The pistol is easy to 
use quickly and those that practice 
will be delivering accurate fire. 
Those with limited hand strength 
or who have experienced an in-
jury will find a pistol to use well. 
As for the easy racking slide, we 
did a side test to determine if the 
slide would go out of battery in 
tightly molded holsters and purse 
holsters. The answer seems to be 
that there is plenty of spring pres-
sure to keep the pistol locked into 
battery. I like this pistol a lot.    
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Handi-Racker
Continued from Page 20

was no issue whatsoever when us-
ing a bench, table or similar sur-
face, which is actually Chris’ rec-
ommended method for his users.

One additional comment ties 
into that recommendation. Exer-
cise caution to avoid “muzzling” 
one’s fingers. “Muzzling” the el-
bow, a common problem with 
hand-gunners who have trouble 
racking their slides, was no issue 
here.

For virtually anyone faced with 
clearing a recalcitrant jam, there 
is no easier way than using one 
of these Handi-Racker 2s. They 
also ease disassembly and assem-
bly. These units are available at 
Brownells, Cabela’s, Dunham’s 
in the mid-west, and the Handi-
Racker website. There is also a 
Five slot Range-Racker version 
available for clubs, shooting rang-
es, gunsmiths and the like.

I highly recommend these, and 
a pair is going in my range bag.

W&G

is always reliable. The sights are 
well designed for precision shoot-
ing, the piece is simply easy to use 
well. I have fired at humanoid 
targets at 5, 7 and 10 yards and 
fired from the retention position 
as well, a sure test of a pistol’s re-
liability. The Shield never, never 
stuttered and provided excellent 
results. The magazines were very 
easy to load. A good test is to fire a 

full magazine as quickly as you can 
recover the sights in recoil. Doing 
so I have fired groups as small as 
four inches for eight shots. 

Black Hills Ammunition offers 
a 100-grain FMJ loading. This 
load is 5 grains heavier than the 
average .380 ACP FMJ load. This 
makes for good penetration and 
better momentum in a handgun 
that may not have been properly 
cleaned and lubricated. A good 
choice for personal defense is the 
90-grain JHP loading. At about 
950 fps this load is controllable 
and offers modest expansion, all 
we can expect of a .380 ACP bul-

The Shield magazines feature a stub for loading. Simply pull the mag-
azine follower down to load. This works well.

S&W Shield
Continued from Page 24

animals. Your dog is the most 
likely source of concern although 
other animals can be a problem. 
You may get a rider to cover you 
for damage done by your dog. 
Certain dogs, however, are consid-
ered higher risks than other dogs. 
It may be difficult to get liability 
insurance if your dog falls into 
one of the high risk breeds. 

Hopefully you will never have 
to worry about a large disaster. No 
matter how bad it seems, as long 
as you and your family are safe, 
you can always replace property.

W&G

Legally Speaking
Continued from Page 27
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SAF, ISRA Sue East St. Louis 
Housing Authority over Gun Ban
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor
 The Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) is suing a public 
housing authority in the state of 
Illinois, challenging a prohibition 
on firearms in such housing, in a 
case that may seem like déjà vu.
 Five years ago, SAF filed a 
similar lawsuit against the Warren 
County Housing Authority in a 
case that was known as Winbigler 
v. Warren County Housing 
Authority. This time around, SAF 
is joined by the Illinois State Rifle 
Association on behalf of a woman 
living in a unit operated by the 
East St. Louis Housing Authority 
(ESLHA).
 SAF founder and Executive 
Vice President Alan Gottlieb 
acknowledged that his 
organization has been kept rather 
busy by legal actions in Illinois. 
There was McDonald v. City of 
Chicago, the landmark Supreme 
Court case that nullified the city’s 
handgun ban and incorporated 
the Second Amendment to the 
states via the 14th Amendment. 
Then there was Ezell v. City of 
Chicago over the city’s hastily-
drafted handgun ordinance. And 
there was Moore v. Madigan, 
which forced the state to adopt a 
concealed carry statute, along with 
a separate lawsuit by the National 
Rifle Association.
 SAF sued the state Department 
of Children and Family Services 
on behalf of two foster parents 
and those who would like to 
be foster parents, because of an 
IDCFS policy that substantially 
prohibited them from possessing 
firearms for self-defense. 
 In this new East St. Louis case, 

the woman at the center of the 
lawsuit, identified as “N. Doe” to 
protect her identity and location 
from a violent domestic abuser, 
has allegedly been threatened with 
losing her lease because of the 
no-guns rule. According to the 
lawsuit, she was sexually assaulted 
on one occasion – her children 
had to threaten the attacker – and 
on two other occasions, she had to 
call police because of shootings in 
nearby residences.
 “It is simply unacceptable for 
citizens living in public housing 
to be denied their basic right 
to have a firearm for personal 
protection, and in this case, it is 
unconscionable,” Gottlieb said in 
a prepared statement.
 Illinois was the last state to adopt 
a concealed carry statute. It was a 
stubborn holdout in an effort to 
prevent its citizens from joining 
the rest of the country, where 
the right to keep and bear arms 
is essentially recognized, though 
in such states as New Jersey and 
Maryland, it’s nearly impossible to 
exercise. 
 Gottlieb said this case shows 
just how outrageous this gun 
restriction is, primarily because of 
what has happened to Ms. Doe. 
 “She was beaten and raped in 
January 2017,” he noted, “and 
her children stopped the attack 
only by threatening to use a gun. 
On two other occasions, Ms. Doe 
had to call police due to shootings 
in nearby residences. When the 
housing authority threatened to 
terminate her lease due to the gun 
in her residence, they insisted that 
the building is safe, so she doesn’t 
need a gun.”
 Plaintiffs are represented by 

Glen Ellyn, Illinois attorney David 
Sigale, who has worked with both 
organizations in the past. They are 
asking for an injunction against 
enforcement of the no-guns rule at 
Auburn Terrace, a public housing 
facility.
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MI Teen Files 
Legal Action v. 
Dick’s Stores

An 18-year-old Michigan resi-
dent has filed a lawsuit against the 
Dick’s Sporting Goods chain after 
the store refused to sell him a rifle, 
according to WJBK, a Fox News 
affiliate in Detroit.

The plaintiff in this case is Battle 
Creek high school senior Triston 
Fulton. He went to a Dick’s store 
in Troy and attempted to purchase 
a rifle. When he provided identifi-
cation, according to the report, he 
was not even allowed to look at a 
rifle because of the store’s newly-
adopted policy of selling only to 
people over age 21.

Attorney James Makowski told 
WJBK that this amounts to age 
discrimination under the state’s 
Elliot Larson law. 

In an interview with the sta-
tion, Makowski asked a question 
of his own: “Stores should be able 
to violate people’s civil rights? Are 
we going to stop allowing black 
people firearms? Are we going to 
stop allowing Mexicans to buy 
firearms? No.”

The attorney said his client is a 
hunter and he asserted that Dick’s 
is “discriminating against a whole 
group of people based on age.”

This lawsuit and another one 
in Oregon could set off a spate of 
similar challenges to the age limit 
set by the stores.

W&G
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From the Editor
A lot has happened since I wrote 

my last column. While I usually try 
to focus on one topic in each edito-
rial, I had already planned to discuss 
at least two events affecting the gun 
rights community.

But, as I got to work early on Apr. 
4, the phone rang with the sad news 
of the passing of Sheila Link the pre-
vious week, just a few months shy of 
her 95th birthday. 

Although it has been several years 
since Sheila wrote regularly for 
Women & Guns, long time readers 
will remember her as our first “con-
tributing editor.” Her regular Gear 
and Gadgets column focused gener-
ally on small accessories for firearms 
enthusiasts, and she prided herself on 
using everything that came across her 
desk, but only published comments 
on products she thought would be 
useful to others. She also wrote about 
hunting—a passion of hers, and, as it 
began to grown in popularity, Cow-
boy Action Shooting. At least once a 
year, at the SHOT Show, Sheila and I 
would sit down and discuss the com-
ing year’s columns, as well as the state 
of the firearms industry—she was as 
plugged in as anyone—and of course, 
Women & Guns itself.

One year, for an anniversary col-
umn, I recounted how I had sworn 
there would never be a recipe in 
W&G, and then proceeded to break 
my own rule, providing “My Moth-
er’s Nice Lemon Dessert” directions, 
a homage to my own sweet mom, 
who always supported me. A week 
or so after the column was published, 
I got a box of Meyer lemons from 
Sheila’s California backyard, with a 
note congratulating me on our mile-
stone. 

We will have a complete obituary 
in the next issue, with reminiscences 
by some of Sheila’s friends and col-
leagues.

In our news pages, as well as Genie 
Jennings’ “Making a Difference” col-

umn this month, some of the recent 
events discussed are the Parkland, 
FL, high school shooting and retired 
Supreme Court Justice Jean Paul Ste-
vens’ New York Times op-ed exhort-
ing the Parkland students who have 
become anti-gun activists to spear-
head a drive to repeal the Second 
Amendment.

In his tenure on the court, Stevens 
was no friend of gunowners, relying 
generally on his reading of the 1939 
Miller case as precedent. 

So it’s no great surprise that he is 
anti-gun, but it is surprising that he 
apparently has no idea how the repeal 
of (or addition of ) an amendment 
to the Constitution works. It would 
have to pass both houses of Con-
gress and then 2/3rds of the states, 
all within certain time periods—a 
nearly impossible task in this day and 
age. The last time a Constitutional 
amendment was proposed—the 
Equal Rights Amendment--it died a 
slow death over many years.

You could certainly get some 
House and Senate members to vote 
in favor of it, but the required num-
bers would be insurmountable. 

Similarly, while there are probably 
a handful of state legislatures which 
would approve such a move, the 
magic number of 38 would be im-
possible. 

Forty states have state constitu-
tional provisions protecting the right 
to bear arms, and, presumably, they 
would have to repeal them as well.

However, perhaps Justice Stevens’ 
call to action will give some of the 
young people pause—if only to con-
sider how long and difficult any po-
litical fight is.

For those of us who have been ac-
tive in the gun rights struggle for 
years, the idea that one event, or one 
march, or one really sincere request 
is all it takes to achieve a goal, is fan-
tastical.

That is not to say that this new 

activism by young people should be 
ignored.

Rather, it should be engaged—
hopefully led by young people who 
hold opposite views. But also by 
people who have been in the trenches 
for a long time, maintaining that the 
right to bear arms is a fundamental 
right.

We can, as Genie suggests, most 
always find some common ground 
with our opponents, even if it leaves 
both sides frustrated.

Finally, lost in the most recent de-
bate has been the subject of trained 
school personnel, some armed, to 
protect students going about their 
lives in the “gun-free zones” of mod-
ern schools.

While the topic was revived in 
the initial aftermath of the Parkland 
shooting, it has sadly, taken a back 
burner, as the media focuses on the 
student protestors.

A lot of people have been quietly 
and effectively doing the hard work 
of providing this type of training to 
schools around the country for sev-
eral years.

“Arming teachers” is a sloppy way 
of expressing it and the general me-
dia has not helped, with very little 
coverage of programs like FASTER, 
which in addition to firearms and 
active shooter training, provides in-
struction on trauma care and other 
related topics—it is a complete pack-
age, carefully thought out, and not 
just a program which hands out guns 
to teachers and expects them to be 
able to protect their students in a dire 
emergency.

Much like the debate surrounding 
arming pilots on commercial airliners 
in the wake of 9-11, it should be em-
braced by most everyone as another 
line of defense. 
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The LCP® II features a short, crisp, single-action  
trigger with inner trigger safety, improved sights for superior 
visibility, a larger grip surface for better distribution of recoil 

forces and an easy-to-rack slide with an improved slide  
stop mechanism with a last round hold-open.

Chambered in 9mm Luger and sized just slightly larger 
( less than 1'' taller and 1'' longer) than the LCP®, the LC9s® 

is compact, powerful and features a short, light, crisp 
trigger pull for faster shooting and improved accuracy.

LC9S
® 

9MM LUGER

The LC380® provides 7+1 rounds of effective 
.380 Auto personal protection. Slim and lightweight for 

easy concealment, the LC380® combines reduced recoil with 
modern safety features in an easy-to-rack design. 

380 AUTO

Now available in six calibers, there is a lightweight, 
reliable and easy-to-shoot LCR® for every need – from 

personal protection to low-cost practice at the range.

LCR
® 

22 LR, 22 WMR, 
38 SPL +P, 

9MM LUGER, 
327 FED MAG, 

357 MAG,

LC380
® 

LCP
® 

II
380 AUTO
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Ruger offers lightweight, compact handguns for every personal protection need.
HANDGUNS
 RUGER

®

 COMPACT 

RUGER® LIGHTWEIGHT, COMPACT HANDGUNS
PERSONAL PROTECTION FOR RESPONSIBLE CITIZENS 


