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When aiming feels as natural as breathing, that’s when you know there’s 

an M&P in your hands. An 18-degree grip angle ensures a natural point of 

aim, and three interchangeable palmswell grips tailor your gun to you. 

Where grip meets hand, where fit meets form, where design meets you. 

FIND THE RIGHT M&P FOR YOU AT SMITH-WESSON.COM

AMBIDEXTROUS CONTROLS

POSITIVE, TACTILE 
TRIGGER RESET

CROWNED MUZZLE FOR 
ENHANCED ACCURACY

THE BREAK-IN PERIOD ENDS
THE MOMENT YOU PICK IT UP
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News

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Banning semi-automatic 
rifles and limiting ammunition 
magazines to ten rounds will 
only penalize and even endanger 
law-abiding citizens, especially 
women.

That was the message delivered 
to the Senate Judiciary Committee 
by gun rights advocates on a 
panel that testified for four hours 
in January. The panel included 
National Rifle Association 
Executive Vice President Wayne 
LaPierre, Second Amendment 
scholar and attorney David Kopel 
and Gayle Trotter, a senior fellow 
with the Independent Women’s 
Forum.

It was Trotter who may have 
stunned the panel by insisting 
that “Guns make women safer.” 
She specifically included semi-
automatic rifles in the equation, 
and she opposed banning such 
firearms.

“In a violent confrontation,” she 
stated, “guns reverse the balance 
of power. An armed woman does 
not need superior strength.”

Under questioning from 
Ranking Republican Sen. Charles 
Grassley, Trotter said an “assault 
weapon in the hands of a woman 
defending her baby becomes a 
defense weapon.” She defended 
the ability of women to handle 
a semi-automatic rifle because of 

their light weight and accuracy.
She further posited that 

concealed carry laws also make 
women safer and change the 
“balance of power” between a 
female and a larger male attacker 
or attackers. She said that in 
areas with liberal concealed carry 
statutes, “women are less likely to 
be raped.”

Trotter further told the 
committee that unarmed women 

do benefit from having good 
concealed carry laws.

Kopel, research director at the 
Independence Institute in Golden, 
Colo. told the panel that the ban 
on so-called “assault weapons” 
from 1994 through 2004 was a 

failure. He referred to a Justice 
Department study conducted 
under then-Attorney General 
Janet Reno that concluded the law 
“had done nothing.”

He contended that the firearms 
which Sen. Dianne Feinstein 
wants to ban are protected by 
the Supreme Court ruling in the 
Heller case because they are in 
common use by both police and 
private citizens, with standard 
magazine capacities of 11 to 15 
rounds.

Kopel also emphasized that a 
“universal background check” 
would not be enforceable without 
“universal registration,” and he 
pointed to Canada’s foray into 
that arena. The registration law 
was repealed a few years ago 
because it was a fiasco, Kopel 
recalled. However, he did suggest 
that there can be some gun control 
laws if they do not infringe on the 
rights of law-abiding citizens.

“Gun rights and gun control 
don’t have to be culture war 
enemies,” he stated.

LaPierre slammed the Obama 
administration for lack of 
prosecutions of felons who 
attempt to buy guns but don’t 
pass a national instant check, and 
for felons caught in possession of 
firearms.

He noted that the NRA has 
a “proud history” of teaching 
firearms safety, with some 80,000 

Gayle	Trotter	of	the	Independent	
Women’s	 Forum	 (iwf.org)	
testified	at	 the	Senate	Judiciary	
Committee	hearing	on	guns.

Women’s Self-Defense Concerns
Raised at Senate Judiciary Hearing
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certified firearms instructors 
dealing with private citizens and 
civilian law enforcement.

But he also made a pitch for 
the NRA’s recently-announced 
SHIELD program for school 
security, noting that about one-
third of public schools now 
have armed security “because it 
works.”

In addition to criticizing the 
administration for a reduction in 
firearms prosecutions, LaPierre 
also told the senate panel that the 
nation’s mental health system is 
broken. He said privacy laws need 
to be adjusted to allow the release 
of more information to the NICS 
system regarding dangerous 
mental health cases.

“Privacy laws needlessly prevent 
mental health records from being 

put in the (NICS) system,” he 
stated.

LaPierre said law-abiding 
gunowners “will not accept the 
blame for the acts of violent 
criminals.” He contended that 
enforcement of existing laws 
will be a major step in curbing 
violent crime, recalling that 
Project Exile in Richmond, VA, 
put criminals behind bars and 
the result was a reduction in the 
crime rate there.

He maintained that the 
proposals currently before 
Congress “would only serve to 
burden the law-abiding” and that 
they have failed in the past and 
will fail again.

During the question-and-
answer period, he told Chairman 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT) that he does 

not believe background checks on 
private sales at gun shows will 
have a significant impact on crime 
because statistically, less than two 
percent of guns used by criminals 
come from gun shows.

“Let’s be honest,” he said. 
“Background checks will never be 
universal because criminals will 
not go through them.”

But it went farther, as anti-gun 
Illinois Sen. Richard Durbin 
challenged the NRA chief about 
background checks.

“You’ll create an enormous 
federal bureaucracy, unfunded, 
hitting all the little people in the 
country (who) will have to go 
through it, pay the fees, pay the 

Senate Hearing
Continued on Page 39
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By W&G Staff
The drive for new gun control 

regulations is currently so strong 
that you can expect most anti-gun 
politicians from the president of 
the United States down to your 
local mayor to be focusing new 
gun regulations that threaten to 
affect anyone who owns a firearms, 
or plans to acquire one.

Sen. Dianne Feinstein’s (D-
CA) new proposal to ban so-
called assault weapons, S-150, was 
introduced on Jan. 24, 2013, and 
it is much more onerous than her 
earlier language that became the 
Clinton Gun Ban of 1994 and, of 
course, there is no sunset clause.

Feinstein’s bill is not the only 
attack on legal gun ownership 
that has been filed in either the 
Senate or the House, but it is so 
sweeping that it highlights many 
of the directions current gun 
control proposals are taking. The 
1994 gun ban took more than five 
years to pass and ended up be an 
amalgam of initiatives that could 
pass both houses of Congress.

The current drive for new gun 
legislation, driven by the monstrous 
Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting on Dec. 14, is also 
a priority item in many state 
legislatures.

However, Feinstein’s S-150 
includes many of the core elements 
of gun legislation proposals at the 
federal and state levels.

Her legislation names 157 
firearms to be banned—the list 
can be found at http://www.
washing tont imes.com /blog /
guns/2013/jan/25/. It bans all semi 

automatic rifles with a detachable 
magazine, and all semi-automatic 
firearms that have fixed magazines 
that accept greater than 10 rounds.

It also bans detachable-magazine 
pistols that also have a threaded 
barrel, second pistol grip or a 
magazine that mounts other 
than in the grip. It bans all semi-
automatic shotguns that have one 
more “bad” feature, such as a 
thumbhole stock.

It bans all belt-fed semi-automatic 
firearms, all frames or receivers 
of banned guns, and any “part, 
combination of parts, component, 
device, attachment or accessory...to 
accelerate the rate of fire of a semi-
automatic rifle. It also prohibits 
the sale or transfer of ammunition 
feeding devices holding more than 
10 rounds, and while it grandfathers 
guns owned before enactment, it 
requires federal registration under 
the National Firearms Act.

In an effort to make her proposal 
more acceptable to congressional 
colleagues, Feinstein’s bill includes 
a list of some 900 exempted guns.

But Feinstein’s gun ban approach 
is not the only federal proposal of 
concern to lawful gunowners.

Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ) 
in the upper house, with Rep. 
Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY) in 
the House of Representatives, 
have introduced several bills, some 
of which they had introduced in 
previous Congresses.

For example, McCarthy’s HR-
137, would create a federal database 
of prohibited persons; HR-138, 
would ban magazines that can 
hold more than 10 rounds; HR-

141, would set federal regulations 
for gun shows as well as require 
background checks at gun shows 
and for all private sales. Her HR-
142 would ban mail order sale 
of ammunition with additional 
licensing and record keeping of 
“bulk” ammo purchases.

In addition Rep Jim Moran (D-
VA) reintroduced another measure 
to ban all private transfers, HR-21, 
while two gun registration bills, 
HR-35 and HR-117 were also 
reintroduced.

Some of these bills could end 
up being attached as amendments 
to legislation that has nothing to 
do with firearms that is widely 
supported in Congress, so they are 
all potential threats to the right to 
keep and bear arms.

Meanwhile, on Jan. 16 President 
Obama and Vice-President Biden 
held a press event to announce the 
administration’s plan to reduce 
“gun violence.”

The president called on 
Congress to pass 10 different 
items of legislation. Many of 
these proposals have been around 
for decades. What he signed 
during that press event were 
three memoranda instructing his 
Cabinet Departments to develop 
regulations related to the tracing 
of firearms in connection with 
criminal investigations, improve 
the transfer of executive branch 
records to the National Instant 
Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS), and using public 
health research to find the “causes 
and prevention of gun violence.

Obama is using the Departments 

Gun Legislation, Regulation Hot
At The State and Federal Level
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weapons” and background check 
requirements for all private 
transfers of firearms top the list of 
to-do bills in many states.

In New York, Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo (D) managed to get a 
bill (S-2230) passed within days 
of the opening of the 2013-2014 
legislative session, forcing through 
perhaps the most restrictive 
gun legislation in the nation, 
without the traditional 72-hour 
opportunity for legislative or public 
comment.

The state Senate passed it 
43-18 and on the next day, 
Jan. 15, the Assembly voted 
104-43 in favor with Cuomo 
signing it within hours. This 
law expands the state’s already 
existing “assault weapons” ban, 
institutes ”background checks” 

on ammunition purchases, and 
requires mental health personnel 
to report if someone is a threat 
(without adjudication). It also 
limits magazine capacity to seven 
rounds and requires that you 
can only sell or give prohibited 
magazines away for a period of 
one year before they are forever 
banned. The New York law 
requires background checks for 
all firearms transfers and makes 
handgun licenses which were 
lifetime licenses renewable every 
five years. Finally, the measure 
passed even before the White 
House announcement on firearms 
proposals, limits and restrictions 
ammunition purchases.

of Justice, Health and Human 
Services and Education to 
implement these directives. He 
also mentioned that he will utilize 
Obamacare to implement his gun 
control plans. The transcript of the 
Jan. 16 event can be found here: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-
press-office/2013/01/16/remarks-
president-and-vice-president-gun-
violence.

As this issue of W&G went 
to press, the president was out 
campaigning across the country to 
build popular support for his anti-
gun initiatives at the legislative and 
administrative levels.

The gun issue is also hot in state 
legislatures across the country 
although not all of it is anti-gun.

Bans on semi-automatic firearms 
variously classified as “assault 

State Legislation
Continued on Page 41
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victim survivor, she had 
investigated many methods 
of self-protection, determined 
which were ineffective (rape 
whistles, for example) and 
which were good (f irearms, 
for example). She was starting 
a non-prof it organization 
to teach women what truly 
worked in the realm of 
personal protection and what 
was just hype. She had several 
people already interested in 
helping her get going by being 
on the board, or becoming 
instructors. I explained my 
non-victim status, expressed 
my interest in f irearms, and 
mentioned my desire to teach 
women about guns. 

Needless to say, we joined 
forces, and I’ve never looked 
back. Nancy wanted the name 
of the new group to be We are 
AWARE, with AWARE being 
an acronym. Several full names 
were considered, one without 
any connotation of guns, one 
Arming Women Against Rape 
and Endangerment. The latter 
was f inally chosen, because, 
as Nancy said, “A woman can, 
and indeed should, be armed 
with courage, determination, 
spirit, and knowledge, whether 
or not she is armed with 
anything else.” That became 
one of AWARE’s founding 
principles.

Other principles, started 
then and held to this day, are: 
AWARE is an educational 

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

It is easy for me to remember 
meeting Nancy Bittle. It was 
at a GOAL (Gun Owners 
Action League) gun show 
in Massachusetts. It is a 
little harder to remember 
the year, but it was around 
1990. I was a newly minted 
instructor for Basic Pistol, 
the recent purchaser of a 
.357 Colt Python revolver, 
possessor of a Class A license 
to carry, and, professionally, 
a researcher at a high tech 
t h i n k - t a n k / g o v e r n m e n t -
contracting company. Nancy 
was intelligent, gregarious, a 
survivor of an extremely brutal 
criminal attack, an outspoken 
advocate for f irearms for 
protection, and, professionally, 
an engineer at DEC (Digital 
Equipment Corp, one of the 
premiere high tech companies 
in the Boston area). 

We hit it off right away. 
Nancy explained that, as a 
result of her status as a crime 

organization, not a political 
one. AWARE will offer 
information and education 
about a wide range of self-
protection options, not just 
guns. AWARE instructors will 
be volunteers, to make classes 
more affordable, but will have 
the highest quality training 
and experience possible. 
AWARE will never sell or 
share information about our 
students or others who contact 
us with any other organization.

Nancy pulled together an 
amazing group of volunteers, 
including Karen MacNutt 
(yes, the Karen Mac Nutt who 
writes for Women&Guns) for 
her legal expertise. In addition 
to the standard NR A Basic 
Pistol and Home Firearms 
Safety, we developed courses 
in Pepper Spray, Persuader, 
Basic Shotgun, Defensive 
Shotgun, Weapon Retention 
and Disarming. After taking 
a number of classes at 
Massad Ayoob’s Lethal Force 
Institute and other premiere 
f irearms schools, I developed 
curricula for three courses, 
the Responsible Use of 
Lethal Force, Self-Protection 
with Handguns, and a 
general Assault Prevention 
presentation.

Eventually, Nancy decided 
to move out of Massachusetts, 
in large part because the man 
who had attacked her was now 
out of prison, and she wanted 

AWARE AT 20+
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to make very sure that he 
could never f ind her. She made 
the tough decision to leave 
AWARE behind, too. Our 
little group of board members 
and instructors carried on.

Over the years, hundreds of 
students have been through 
AWARE’s courses. Because of 
Nancy’s situation, and that of 
several other people involved 
with AWARE, I began a serious 
study of stalking behavior, 
which was just gradually being 
recognized as a crime, state by 
state. I started writing a safety 
booklet for people in that 
situation, but it turned into 
a book, Safety for Stalking 
Victims: How to Save Your 
Privacy, Your Sanity, and Your 
Life, now available in print 

or as an e-book. Over the 
years, I have counseled over a 
thousand people with regard 
to stalking—most of them 
victims, some not sure if they 
were victims, some friends and 
family trying to help, some 
guys asking “She’s calling me 
a stalker. Is what I’m doing 
stalking?” and so on.

AWARE has always had 
an extensive website, www.
aware.org, that contains a lot 
of general information about 
crimes, various tools for self-
protection, and situations like 
stalking, as well as the courses 
that AWARE teaches. Right 
now, that website is undergoing 
a major redesign, and by the 
time you read this, it will 
have improved navigation, a 

blog, more frequent updates, 
and nearly the entire oeuvre 
of Women&Guns articles by 
Karen MacNutt and me, and 
legal articles by Lisa Steele, a 
Massachusetts attorney who 
joined our board a few years 
ago. The plan is to make the 
archive of all those articles, 
perhaps close to 100 of them, 
easily accessible for browsing 
and searching as blog posts. 

Everyone, please browse 
our new website, like us on 
Facebook, and enter into 
discussions about our postings. 

Nancy Bittle, if you are 
somehow reading this, I hope 
you are proud of what you 
started. 

W&G
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By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor
(photos by Tom Walls)

More people than ever attended 
the firearms industry trade show in 
Las Vegas on January 15-18 of this 
year. Over 62.000 people took in 
the show including 2000 registered 
media attendees. Needless to say, 
the buzz all around was relating to 
what the future holds for us all in 
the current political climate where 
manufacturers are coping with 
record sales even as the gun control 
“debate” heats up across the country.

I decided to cruise the show with 
an eye to what type of outreach is 
being done by the firearms industry 

to women, shooters new to firearms 
and, especially, to the younger 
shooters coming in that will be the 
future of our right to own firearms 
for enjoyment and self-defense. 
What I observed was heartening! 
Not only are organizations like the 
Second Amendment Foundation 
and the NRA still on the front 
lines of the legal battles we face 
but many other organizations and 
online and social media presences 
are adding the force of their 
numbers to get the word out to the 
public about safe and responsible 
gun ownership. 

Taurus International, under the 
leadership of their dynamic CEO 
Mark Kresser, is reaching out to 

new shooters with their Carry On 
Movement. Click on the Carry 
On button on their website to 
cruise their page for links on 
finding ranges, looking up the 
laws for your state, shooting tips 
and news. Their shooting team 
champion Jessie Duff is the face 
of Carry On Movement. Ms. 
Duff turned in a very professional 
segment on the Hannity program 
(on FOX News) recently in which 
she gave a non-threatening and 
expert explanation to viewers 
about the types of firearms, 
exactly how they function and 
how they might be used by law-
abiding citizens. Kudos to Taurus 
for this outreach. Be looking for an 

35th Anniversary SHOT Show
Had Lots to Look At!
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insiders’ view on the development 
of the Carry On Movement 
as this author interviews Mr. 
Kresser and McKenzie Gunns, 
a young marketing intern from 
Evergreen State College, in an 

upcoming article. Taurus will also 
be developing new products in the 
near future to support Carry On.

Woman-owned companies such 
as Flashbang Holsters, Designer 
Concealed Carry and Gun Tote’n 
Mamas were doing a brisk trade 
with their expanding product 
lines of concealed carry gear. Lisa 
Looper’s new concealment holsters 
and belts attracted crowds of 
women and men to the tastefully 
done live demonstrations of 
how Flashbang’s Marilyn, Sofia 
and Eva holsters worked. Kate 
Woolstenhulme of Designer 
Concealed Carry showed off some 
stunning new purse offerings in 
genuine crocodile and ostrich 
hides, in addition to her leather, 
fabric and combination bags for 
both women and men at more 
down to earth price points. 
Claudia Chisholm of Gun Tote’n 
Mamas has several new styles as 
well, including a Legacy bag that 
will donate a portion from the sale 
of every bag to Turning Point, a 
support foundation for abused 
women and children.

Also with women in mind, STI’s 

Elektra models were on display 
with all their color options. It will 
be difficult to choose among the 
gorgeous black, pink, ruby red, 

sapphire blue or royal purple guns 
in this officer’s model-sized 1911 
carry model available in either 
9mm or .45ACP calibers.

Other guns worth noting for 

me were the new color options 
in the Caracal pistols. Caracal 
has been making inroads into the 
US market with their well-made, 

affordable guns. The Springfield 
XDS slim frame is now in 9mm 
as well as the earlier version in 
.45ACP. The Beretta Nano comes 
with a nicely fitted extended 
magazine included, in addition 
to the small carry magazine that 
offers 2 more rounds and a smooth 
place to put the little finger of 
your shooting hand for a better 
grip while training with it. It can 
also be ordered with a Crimson 
Trace Laserguard auxiliary sight 

The	Taurus	Millennium	G2	is	the	
latest	offering	from	Taurus.

Kate	Woolstenhulme	of	Designer	
Concealed	Carry	stands	behind	
her	gorgeous	genuine	crocodile	
skin	 carry	 purse	 for	 the	 ladies	
with	boutique	tastes.

The	 Flashbang	 holster	 is	
displayed	 on	 a	 form	 along	 with	
some	 of	 the	 other	 holsters	 that	
were	 demonstrated	 at	 their	
booth.

The	 brown	 fabric	 bag	 with	 faux	
crocodile	trim	in	the	foreground	
is	 the	 Legacy	 bag	 from	 Gun	
Tote’N	 Mamas,	 shown	 with	
some	 of	 their	 other	 offerings	 in	
concealed	carry	purses.

This	 display	 at	 STI	 shows	 their	
Elektra	model	1911	in	all	its	color	
variations.
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on the triggerguard. Bersa has 
a slim polymer carry gun, the 
BP9CC, for the concealed carry 
market with a nice trigger feel at 
a good price point. Taurus has re-
designed their Millennium model, 
the Millennium G2, with better 
sights and trigger. Walther has 
some nice offerings in the PPQ 

and PPX and PP9 models. Kimber 
has expanded their line-up of 
ultra tiny carry options with their 
MicroCarry in .380ACP. In short, 
there’s something for everyone 
from new shooters and anyone on 

a budget to those for whom price 
is no object, interested in custom 
works of art and function, such 
as Cabot 1911s or Korth revolvers 

and everyone in between.
In long guns, America’s Rifle (the 

AR platform) was available from 
a wide variety of manufacturers, 
as always. Also, from Firebird 

Precision Firearms, was the 
MKA1919, a 12-ga shotgun in the 
AR configuration that is fed with 
a box magazine and runs much 
like the rifle it resembles with all 
those familiar controls for the 
shooter who loves this platform. 
For the kids, Savage has their 

child-scaled Rascal single-shot, 
bolt-action .22 rimfire in an array 
of colors to please any boy or girl, 
in sturdy kid-resistant polymer or 
in traditional wooden furniture. 
This gun would be a great teaching 
aid for parents wishing to pass on 

the shooting tradition of safe and 
responsible gun ownership to their 
young ones while enjoying family 
time together.

The	 Caracal	 F	 now	 comes	 in	
these	variations.

The	Bersa	BP9CC	is	a	nice	sized	
carry	 gun	 with	 a	 good	 hand	 fit	
and	 trigger	 feel	at	an	affordable	
price.

Kimber’s	 tiniest	 single	 action	
gun,	 in	 .380	 ACP,	 is	 this	
MicroCarry.

Walther	 offers	 this	 carry-sized	
PP9	 model	 among	 several	
others.

With	 understated	 elegance	 and	
German	 craftsmanship,	 this	
Korth	 revolver	 can	 be	 custom	
ordered	 to	 suit	 the	 discerning	
connoisseur	of	fine	machinery.

This	 MKA1919	 from	 Firebird	
Precision	 Firearms	 is	 a	 12-ga	
shotgun	 set	 up	 to	 function	 like	
an	AR	platform	rifle.

These	 Rascal	 single-shot,	 bolt-
action	 .22	 rimfire	 rifles,	 by	
Savage,	are	set	up	 just	 right	 for	
youngsters	that	want	to	learn	to	
shoot.
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The	 LaserMax	 Genesis	 is	 a	 rail	
mount	green	laser	for	handguns	
that	can	be	recharged	with	a	cell	
phone	charger.

Green is the thing in laser sights. 
Crimson Trace has, at last, gone 
green with their grip activated 
laser sights for 1911s and revolvers. 
Also available in green from them 
are Laserguard models, foregrips 
for rail mount on rifles and 
rail mount units for handguns. 
LaserMax has several rail and 

triggerguard mount green laser 
systems available for handguns as 
well, including a rechargeable that 
uses a micro-USB port like your 
cell phone. Viridian has green 
lasers that work in conjunction 
with holsters to switch off the sight 
when in holster and reactivate it 
immediately upon drawing. A 

pocket holster and several belt 
holsters are available from them. 

Redring sights available for 

shotguns impressed me. These 
robust optical sights are built to 
withstand the stresses of being 
mounted on a shotgun. The ring 
shaped reticule shows the shot 
pattern you can expect while you 
track the target as it flies.

A new holster company, Sticky 
Holsters, has an interesting pocket 
holster for small guns that stays 
well in the pocket on the draw. It 
can also be used with a sturdy ankle 

The	author	shoots	clays	with	a	Redring	optical	sight	mounted	on	an	
over/under	12-gauge	shotgun.

wrap system that offers versatility in 
how and where the gun is positioned 
while holding it securely in place. 
I tried walking briskly, stomping 
and kicking while wearing it with 
a replica gun inside and it didn’t 
move. Better still, it was comfortable 
to wear. This company also offers a 
thigh band option that could work 
for skirts and dresses.

SHOT Show, as always, has 
more stuff than you can see, even 
in 4 days’ time. NSSF (National 
Shooting Sports Foundation) 
does a better job every year with 
organization and management of 
the show. The Sands Convention 
Center had seen some extensive 
remodeling to their facility that 
improved and refreshed the look of 
the venue. Crowds moved well and 
labeling was better than ever. Food 
services were expanded. Celebrity 
appearances were plentiful and 
well publicized. Best of all, it was 
a chance to reconnect with old 
friends and make new ones.

W&G

The	 Sticky	 Holsters	 pocket	
holster	 can	 be	 worn	 with	 an	
ankle	 wrap	 that	 is	 both	 secure	
and	 comfortable	 even	 during	
vigorous	activity.

The	author	lights	up	the	CTC	logo	
with	 their	 new	 green	 Lasergrip	
system	for	1911s.
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

I have said you need a big gun and a little gun to cover your 
personal defense needs. You also need a holster or two for each 
handgun. My significant other moves between the Ruger LCP 
.380 ACP, a snub .38 and the SIG P 250 9mm, depending upon 
the weather, conditions, dress and environment. Each handgun has 
its place in the scheme of things and so do appropriate holsters. A 
holster worn under a covering garment must be in sync with the 
thickness and cover offered by the jacket, coat or sweater. You should 
consider your clothing’s appeal for concealed carry when shopping. 
When purchasing a holster, comfort, retention, accessibility and 
speed of the holster are all factors worth discussing. You are making 
choices including the handgun, the holster and ammunition. 

Given a quality handgun the holster 
and ammunition become equally 
important. There are holsters made 
for every budget, and there are 
relative bargains on the market, but 
you cannot go cheap on the holster. A 
cheap holster will become a chafing 
nuisance rather than a trusted asset. 

All holsters are not created equal. 
A proper holster keeps the handgun 
retained securely so that it is always 
in the same position in order to 

facilitate a rapid presentation from 
concealed carry. A well-designed 
holster will keep the trigger guard 

Consider Your Options
With New Holster
Manufacturers

There	is	more	to	the	holster	game	
than	 simply	 dying	 materials	 pink.	
You	 have	 to	 understand	 holster	
geometry	and	 the	different	angles	
for	different	folks.	This	one	is	from	
Pink	Pistol	Holsters.

Women&Guns
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covered and offer a good secure 
fit to ensure that the handgun is 
retained in normal activity. The 
handgun grip angle should also be 
presented in a manner consistent 
with a rapid presentation from 
concealed carry. As an example, 

Clover Rinehart of Pink Pistol 
Holsters wore her prototype 
holster at home, when vacuuming 
and when driving, to develop a 
secure and comfortable holster. 
There are many holster types, but 
you should have a good reason for 
choosing something other than a 
strong side belt holster. This holster 
type offers the most natural draw 
and the greatest access. For many 
an inside the waistband holster is 
a reasonable alternative. The IWB 
rides inside the pants and may 
be concealed without resorting 
to a heavy covering garment. 
The purse holster and the pocket 
holster as well as a number of 
unconventional choices are often 
appropriate to the situation. You 
also need a range holster for early 
training or perhaps to conform to 
range rules. Common sense, your 
ability to tolerate discomfort and 

weight, and the need for different 
levels of concealment will dictate 
your choice. Let’s look at good 
choices for concealed carry and 
range use as well. 

I recently examined purse holsters 
from Prettydangerousaccessories.
com. These have been tested and 
deployed by my daughter-in-law 
and my daughter in a variety of 
purses with handguns as diverse as 
the Beretta 92 Compact, Kimber 
CDP, Ruger LCP and SIG P 290. 
These holsters are a counterpoint 
to the concealment purse. With 
a standard purse this holster clips 
into place and allows the user to 
keep a large handgun concealed 
in the purse, but the holster keeps 

the handgun stabilized. They are 
offered in a number of finishes, 
are well stitched, and have quite 
a bit of style. Remember, they are 
not the same as an IWB holster 
but will serve as such for lighter 
handguns when using the cavalry 
or reverse draw. These holsters are 
well worth their modest price. 

A range holster should carry the 
handgun comfortably with good 
retention allowing the shooter to 
practice the draw and to engage in 
movement on the range without 
danger of the handgun falling 
from the holster. These holsters are 

indicated when you are beginning 
your training. Some ranges 
restrict the draw from concealed 
carry and a good range holster 
is necessary. You may as well go 
pink when you can get it, and the 
pink holsters from Pro Tech work 
well. These holsters carry the 
handgun and a spare magazine 
securely. They are an excellent 
choice for use on the range while 
learning the draw. They offset the 
handgun from the body properly 
and they are inexpensive. With a 
safety strap and good design there 
is no better choice for the initial 
learning phase.

Among the few truly reliable 
pocket pistols is the Ruger LCP. 
I have enjoyed excellent results 
in testing several examples of 
these handguns and while I 
prefer something larger than 
a .380 ACP pistol, the LCP is 
reliable and conceals well. Loaded 
with the Hornady XTP load the 
Ruger gives a reasonable degree 

of protection in a light package. 
These pistols are small enough to 
be considered pocket guns. Never 
deploy a handgun in the pocket 
without a holster. There is no 
manual safety on this handgun—
or a revolver—and it is essential 
that the trigger be covered by the 

This	 holster	 from	
prettydangerousaccessories.
com	 is	 well	 made	 of	 good	
material	 and	 offers	 a	 good	
option	for	packing	a	pistol	inside	
of	a	purse.	

This	 pocket	 holster	 from	
holsterpro.com	 is	 well	 made	 of	
good	material	and	well	suited	to	
carrying	 a	 heavier	 pocket	 gun	
such	as	the	SIG	P	290.	

Offered	 in	slightly	different	pink	
shades,	 the	 Pro	 Tech	 range	
holsters	 serve	 a	 real	 need	 for	 a	
durable	low	cost	holster.	
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holster. I have tested three holsters 
from Holsterpro.com extensively 
that are molded for the Ruger 
LCP. They are of quality leather, 
perfectly molded for the handgun, 
and they offer an excellent balance 
of speed and retention. The pocket 

holsters are well designed and 
the inside the waistband holster 
is particularly well made. Many 
women do not consider IWB 
carry. With a high waist compared 
to a man reaching behind the 
back isn’t as easy as it is for men. 
However, the IWB may easily 
be used in appendix carry with 
a short pistol as the Ruger LCP. 
Holster Pro also offers a number 
of excellent pocket designs. Some 
are minimalist, simply keeping 
the handgun stable in the pocket 
and relying upon the pocket to 
conceal the handgun. When 
practicing the pocket holster draw 
remember to blade the hand into 
the pocket and then draw the 
pistol. Do not close the fist on the 
handgun while the fist is in the 
pocket or you will not be able to 
draw the pistol. 

As I mentioned there is no 
better choice than the strong side 
belt holster providing you are able 
to conceal the handgun under 
a covering garment. The elbow 

flies rearward, the hand begins 
under the handgun and scoops 
the handgun from the holster. 
You then move into the firing 
stance and get on target. The 
only drawback is that the strong 
side holster is not as concealable 
as some of the other types. The 
holster must be worn either behind 
the hip of just in front or the hip. If 
you are wearing a jacket or a long 
shirt you will be able to conceal 
the handgun with the strong side 
belt holster, but not if you are 
wearing a T shirt or light sweater. 
No matter what type of holster you 

wear on the belt you absolutely 
must wear the holster on a good 
gun belt that keeps the handgun 
supported and in the same place 
for each draw. The eXo R1 Kydex 
holster is among the better choices 
for strong side carry. This Kydex 
holster has few of the sharp edges 
usually associated with Kydex. The 
draw is fast and retention good. 
This holster keeps the pistol rigid 
on a good belt and that is the key 
to retention. This holster rides high 
enough that the holstered handgun 
may be carried concealed under a 
pulled out shirt. There is a tape on 
the belt loop for adjusting tension, 
a unique touch. The girls tested 
both the LCP and revolver holster, 
and the J-frame Smith and Wesson 
revolver is brilliantly fast from such 
a well designed holster. 

This Kydex holster is deceptively 
simple, but the design took some 
time to work up properly and it 
shows in the final product. The 
holster rides as flat as possible 
to the body while keeping the 
handgun offset from the body for 
comfort and to allow for a good 
draw angle from the holster. The 
belt loops are well designed and 
sturdy. The tighter the belt the 
closer the pistol is drawn to the 
body. This holster features a cant 
that makes for comfort in carry 
but allows a rapid draw as well. 
This is just one good design from 
a seasoned maker.  

Among the best resources for 
concealed carry is the IWB holster. 
The inside the waistband holster 
rides inside the pants. This means 
that the holster is closer to the 
body. The holster does not extend 

below the belt line so a shorter 
covering garment may be worn. 
The pants should be purchased an 
inch or so larger in the belt line for 
this type of carry. The belt should 
also be approximately an inch 
larger than the norm for use with 
the IWB holster. The IWB takes 
some getting used to and even 
after forty years of using an IWB 
holster I sometimes experience 
discomfort when deploying this 

The	 author	 is	 particularly	
impressed	 by	 this	 pocket	
holster	 for	 the	 Ruger	 LCP,	 from	
holsterpro.com.	

From	 thewellarmedwoman.com,	
this	 design	 features	 a	 strong	
magnet	with	many	options.	

The	 quick	 on	 and	 off	 Thrasos	
design	 from	 Soteria	 offers	 first	
class	workmanship.	
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type. But they are the best design 
for concealed carry and offer a 
draw nearly as fast as a properly 
designed strong side holster given 
practice. Since the handgun is 
usually closer to the body, there 
is a compromise in draw angle. 
This holster allows the carry 
of a handgun of a formidable 

fighting size rather than the small 
types dictated by pocket carry. 
As an example a four-inch barrel 
revolver is no more difficult to 
conceal with the IWB than a two-
inch barrel revolver of the same 
frame size. Some caution should 
be exercised as a handgun that is 
too long for your body size may 
pinch you when you sit. When 
deploying a larger handgun—
and no handgun is too big to 
fight with—you may wish for 
the IWB to be of softer, suppler 
leather. One of the more suitable 
rigs is the holster illustrated from 
Hammeredhidesleather.com. 
This holster is thin enough for 
comfort but keeps the handgun 
secure. Retention is accomplished 
partly by the pressure of the pants 
as well as the molding of the 
holster. If you wish to deploy a 
serous fighting pistol this holster 
rig makes that choice bearable. A 
strong metal belt clip offers good 

attachment to the belt. 
The general run of holsters are 

often met by the complaint that 
they ride too high or simply do 
not fit the female body correctly. 
You have to understand holster 
geometry, cant and angle. A 
high waist and short torso make 
the fit difficult for most men 
to understand, although a few 
makers get it right. My daughter 
and I have made up a drawing 
with the angles clearly outlined to 
ensure that her holsters fit properly. 
With this in mind it is essential 
that someone that understands the 
needs of female shooters construct 
the holster. Among the most 
qualified and talented makers is 
Cerisse Wilson. Cerisse exhibits a 
level of skill that is consummate 
with many years of leather work. A 

young woman proud of her work, 
she is not yet thirty yet her work is 
flawless. I expect to see great things 
from Soteria Leather in the future. 
The holster illustrated is crafted 
for the SIG P 250. The SIG may 
be a little larger than what many 
of us are comfortable carrying, but 
with a magazine capacity of sixteen 
cartridges the P 250 offers quite 
a reserve of ammunition. Loaded 
with sixteen rounds of Hornady 
Critical Defense and with modest 
recoil and fine accuracy this is a 
handgun well worth its weight 
in gold for those in a defensive 
situation. Wilson’s holster makes 
carrying the SIG P 250 reasonably 

Superbly	engraved	in	the	Western	
style	 but	 tactically	 sound	 this	
Soteria	 leather	 holster	 is	 well	
made	of	good	material.	
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comfortable and allows good 
access with excellent retention. Of 
course, she makes these holsters for 
many diverse handguns of all sizes. 
The Kratos, Greek for strength, is 
the IWB design and the Thrasos, 
Greek for boldness, her on the belt 
holster. It isn’t easy to make a good 
concealed carry handgun holster 

for the larger firearms but these 
holsters get it right. 

You can have a weak moment 
with holsters just as you may with 
any other gear or article of clothing. 
While the gear must be suitable for 
personal defense, sometimes the 
look is irresistible. In this case, a 
pistol sleeve obtained primarily on 
the basis of appearance proved to be 
an excellent choice. This holster—
they use the term gun sleeve—may 
be used as a purse holster or pocket 
holster. It is particularly efficient 
in the cargo pocket of loose fitting 

pants. This one has quite a bit of 
style and is well worth a look. The 
leather is of good quality, the dye 
faultless, and the crossed pistols a 
nice touch.

Carrie Lightfoot is a certified 
NRA instructor. This isn’t 
the easiest path and one to be 
respected. Carrie owns and operates 
thewellarmedwoman.com. Carrie 
has done her research and this 

homework has paid off with a good 
choice in concealed carry goods 
that are female specific. Some are 
more versatile than others but if you 
cannot find something of interest 
on this site you aren’t looking! The 
instructional videos are well done. 
Let’s begin with the magnetic cross 
draw. This is a neat trick in an easy 
on and off holster. The holster uses 
a strong magnet to clasp the holster 
together and the type is easily worn 
on either side of the body, strong 
side or crossdraw. Lightfoot also 
offers one of the best grades of 
belly band holsters. The belly band 
sometimes works well under tight 
fitting clothing better than standard 
holsters. The ankle holster offered 
by thewellarmedwoman.com is a 

good and affordable example of 
the type but limited in deployment 
by your clothing choices. A great 
option for wear under a dress or 
skirt and perhaps an option that 
should be utilized more often is 
the thigh holster. Supplied with 
a supporting garter this is a well 
designed holster well worth its 
price. Comfortable and accessible 
this holster also provides an element 
of surprise. Lightfoot also features a 
special holster made by Smart Carry 
that she sells on her site. Among 
the most interesting and versatile 
holsters I have encountered is the 
Betty. The Well Armed Woman 
offers this holster for a broad cross-
section of handguns. The Betty is 
one of the best designed holsters I 

have ever examined. The clamshell-
like design offers good retention. 
There is no excess material. The 
holster is as compact as possible. 
The belt clip that attaches the 
holster to the garment for inside 
the waistband, inside the pocket, 
boot or purse carry is well designed 
and adjustable for a variety of cants 
and angles. This is a very neat idea 
that works well in practice. The 
handle of the handgun is kept at the 

Cerisse	Wilson	in	her	shop.	This	
is	one	talented	individual.	

Once	 you	 get	 past	 pink	 Kydex,	
you	see	belt	loops	with	the	ideal	
geometry	for	concealed	carry	in	
this	rig	from	the	garageworks.

This	 holster	 from	 eXo	 is	 worth	
some	 study.	 It	 is	 well	 made,	
rigid,	holding	its	form,	and	offers	
a	 good	 sharp	 draw.	 But	 take	 a	
look	 at	 the	 belt	 loops.	 They	 are	
adjustable	 for	 a	 good	 fit	 to	 the	
belt.	 The	holster	also	offers	 the	
option	 of	 either	 on	 the	 belt	 or	
inside	the	waistband	carry.	

Pink	 Pistol	 Holsters	 are	 ideal	
for	comfortable	concealed	carry	
with	a	bit	of	bling	as	well.	
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This	 is	 the	 well	 made	 and	
versatile	 IWB	 from	 Hammered	
Hides.	

correct angle for a good sharp draw. 
The Betty is brilliantly designed 
and well executed. While the 
other holsters offered by The Well 
Armed Woman have their place, 
particularly the thigh holster, and 
fit specific scenarios well, the Betty 
is so versatile that you should have 
one on hand. There are few holsters 
that may ride in the waistband but 

work equally well in the pocket or 
the purse.

“Wow!” That was the first 
comment my daughter made as she 
went over the Pink Pistol Holsters. 
The holsters are deceptively 
simple. They might be called 
an improved belt slide; they are 
certainly of heavier leather than 
the “bikini” holsters that have 
thankfully mostly died away. The 
holster is correctly molded for the 
individual handgun. Top grade 
leather selection is evident. The dye 
and the handwork are impressive. 
I was unfamiliar with the term 
bling but now I understand 
exactly how bling may be applied 
to holsters. These holsters present 
the firearm at the correct angle 
for a rapid presentation from 
concealed carry. The holsters 
are comfortable and allow real 
speed with a defensive sidearm. A 
rather unique distinction of Pink 
Pistol Holsters is that they have 
introduced a man’s line of holsters. 
That is an interesting addition 

to the company and recognition 
of the skill of the maker. Few 
makers truly understand holster 
geometry. This maker does. While 
personal defense is serious business 
a personal holster with exactly the 
color and fashion coordination you 
desire makes life more interesting 
and enjoyable. The Zombie hunter 
holsters offered by the new branch 
of Pink Pistol Holsters will go well 
with your Zombie targets and 
Zombie ammo! This company is 
highly recommended and I believe 
we will be seeing interesting things 
from them in the future. 

Whichever handgun and 
mode of carry you adopt you 
must obtain good training and 

implement this training in your 
day-to-day carry. You must 
become comfortable with carrying 
a concealed handgun. It will never 
be completely comfortable, it isn’t 
supposed to be. But the concealed 
carry holster will prevent concealed 
carry from becoming awkward or 
painful if the holster is of a good 
design. Be certain to deploy a well 
designed belt when appropriate 
and be certain that you have 
practiced at the least dozens of 
repetitions drawing the handgun 
from concealed carry, before you 
count yourself proficient. 

W&G

Clover	Rinehart	is	putting	the	final	touches	on	a	Pink	Pistol	Holsters.	

The	Betty	 (thewellarmedwoman.
com)	in	action.	You	should	wear	
a	belt—but	the	Betty	still	works!	
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By Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

The Girl Scouts’ Gold Award is 
often compared to Boy Scouting’s 
Eagle Scout designation. Only 
about 5% of Girl Scouts are 
eligible for the program, which is 
open only to Girl Scouts in high 
school.

The criteria for the award 
vary, but it takes serious effort 
to achieve the Gold Award, 
which challenges participants 
to “change their corner of the 
world” with a sustainable project, 
and leads to college scholarship 
eligibility.

Larkin Henkel, of Coeur 
d’Alene, ID, received her Gold 
Award for a shooting program 
in her high school, Lake City 
High School, called Aim for 

Empowerment (AFE). After 
graduation, she started a similar 
program at North Idaho College, 
which she attends.

Larkin designed the program to 
focus on youth and women gaining 
self-confidence and empowerment 
through marksmanship and clay 
target shooting.

Larkin’s journey began she was 
about 10 years old, when every 
year she and her brother would 
participate at a youth camp, where 
shotgunning was one component.

Her brother took up 
shotgunning with their dad, but 
eventually tired of it.

Looking to fill out a team, 
her dad recruited Larkin for his 
winter league. At 16, Larkin 
ticked two boxes on the team 

Girl Scouts Highest Award Goes 
to Shotgunner Larkin Henkel

As	 part	 of	 her	 Gold	 Award	
project,	Larkin	Henkel	discussed	
available	shotgun	games	as	well	
as	basic	safety	rules.

Larkin	 at	 a	 leadership	 breakfast	 discusses	 her	 Aiming	 For	
Empowerment	project.
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roster—youth and female—
and, her dad reasoned, since 
the lowest two scores on a team 
would be dropped, Larkin 
would allow the team to go 
forward.

However, as Larkin told me 
with a laugh, she eventually 
began outshooting her dad and 
other teammates, and a shotgun 
enthusiast was born.

Several years later, as a senior in 
high school, Larkin, encouraged 
by her mom, who she says is “her 
biggest cheerleader,” began her 

pursuit of the Gold Award. 
She first developed the plan for 

AFE and then began the process 
of selling it, first to the Student 
Council which had to approve a 
new club and then to the school 
administration. 

Working with the Scholastic 
Clay Target Program (SCTP) 
helped sell the program as did her 
arrangement with her home club, 
which agreed to not only host the 
program but to loan shotguns to 
the team.

Larkin also had to recruit a 
team, a process she said involved 
announcements and posters at 
school and one-on-one recruiting.

Her program continued with 
two AFE project presentations 
where she discussed the 

different types 
of shotguns, the 
different games 
you can shoot with 
shotguns, and basic 
gun safety.

The team 
participated in the 
SCTP state shoot, 
and Larkin was 
high female shooter, 
winning a custom 
necklace made from a 
shotgun shell. 

“AFE helped girls 
and boys 
g a i n 
confidence and 
feel empowered.   I 
noticed that kids who 
were shooting for the 
LCHS team felt really 
good about themselves 
when they broke a 
target,” Larkin wrote 
in her Gold Award 
Completion Report.  

“I learned a lot 
about myself during this 
project,” she said. “I affirmed 

how much I care about shooting 
and what confidence in target 
shooting can do for someone 
beyond the shooting range.”

Her North Idaho College team 
will be traveling to matches 
around the state.

Larkin acts as a coach on her 
new college team as well as team 
member, and is still involved with 
coaching the high school team as 
well. 

Larkin told me she had recently 
capped her 12 years of scouting 
with a life membership so she 
“will be a Scout forever.”

The entire AFE project took over 
six months and nearly 140 hours 
of Larkin’s time, but she said, 
“sharing my passion for shooting,” 
was the prime motivation behind 
the project.

Larkin’s 12-gauge Beretta 682 
Super Sport Over/Under has 
followed along with her from high 
school to her newly minted college 
team.

She is pursuing a degree in 
Political Science and Criminal 
Justice and hopes to work in 
politics, perhaps as a lobbyist on 
women’s issues.

As part of her Gold Award 
project, she wrote the first Girl 
Scouts USA Safety Activity 
Checkpoint guidelines for clay 
target shooting (currently under 
review by GSUSA).

W&G

Photo	of	Larkin	 taken	 for	use	 in	her	college	
newspaper	shows	her	ready	on	the	line	with	
her	Beretta	over/under.

Close-up	 of	 Larkin’s	 Girl	 Scout	
vest	with	badges.

A	 group	 of	 participants	 at	 one	 of	 the	 many	
events	Larkin	attended	in	pursuit	of	her	Gold	
Award.	(Larkin	is	at	far	right.)
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By Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

I haven’t been to all 35 SHOT 
(Shooting, Hunting & Outdoor 
Trade) Shows, but sometimes it 
feels that way.

I like to think that, as a veteran 
of nearly two dozen, that I’m 
prepared for all the curves the 
four-day show can throw, but, of 
course, that’s not the case.

The 2013 edition, held in Las 
Vegas—the show’s permanent 
home these days—featured a 
wrinkle as soon as we got off the 
plane: It was 20 degrees warmer 
in Buffalo than in Sin City—and 
it stayed chilly the entire week. 
You could look down the famous 
Strip and see frozen fountains 
and red-cheeked tourists. I may 
not have been a Boy Scout, but 
I was better prepared than most: 
the gloves, scarves and extra 
sweaters that usually get parked 
in the hotel room were welcome 
additions to my wardrobe.

Arriving two days early to 
allow for set-up of the Second 
Amendment Foundation’s booth 
and to attend the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation’s 
(NSSF) Media Day also went 
awry, when a key carton of our 
display was M.I.A. for 48 hours, 
finally appearing late Monday 
morning. So I missed Media Day 
(but heard it was both awesome 

and freezing).
That cut a big hole in my 

“looking around” time budget, 
but I still managed to see some 
new goodies as I made my way to 
and from the hall and around it 
as I hustled to appointments.

I was glad to stumble on The 
New Product Center, downstairs 

(and therefore about as far from 
the SAF booth as possible) on my 
second day. 

I had made my way down 
there to say hello to a couple of 
friends and advertisers, Black 
Hills Ammunition and AirForce 
Airguns. Kristi Hoffman was 
writing business when I got to 
the Black Hills booth, so I left 

her to it. (You can find Sheila 
Link’s profile of Kristi online 
at womenandguns.com—just 
search the archives for this feature 
from a few years back.)

I did get to say hello and spend 
a few minutes with Yvette Hicks, 
manager of AirForce Airguns, 
and we commiserated about all 
things SHOT before I headed 
off for a look at a new line of 
clothing bearing the Smith & 
Wesson imprimatur. 

Chris Goddard and Kim 
Pingaro walked me through the 
line, which features a number 
of women’s items. The line 
officially launched late last year, 
and its success has prompted an 
expansion of items available.

A cargo skirt and pants with 
tactical features are now available 
in practical fabrics. Details 
include internal elastics to keep a 
firearm secure in the front pocket 
and the garment is available 
in women’s sizes 4-16 in three 
colors—eclipse (a sort of light 
denim tone), pumice (near white) 
and olive, with an MSRP of $68.

Nice detailing includes S&W 
branded snap fasteners and the 
signature use of gun-hammer 
metal for zipper pulls—discrete 
and well-done touches that don’t 
advertise the pieces’ extra utility.

Women’s clothing such as their 
barn coat feature an antique 
“calico” print lining. Some of 

Another Look Around 
SHOT 2013

Details	 like	 the	 S&W	 logo	
fasteners	on	this	cargo	skirt	with	
elastic	fasteners	in	the	pocket	to	
keep	 a	 gun	 secure	 make	 this	 a	
practical	 option	 for	 nearly	 year-
round	wear.
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the men’s linings are a very cool 
“blueprint” of a 1930s Smith 
revolver. Maybe with some 
consumer lobbying, the print—
either as a lining or maybe a 

scarf—would be available for 
women.

The Spring line was set to be 
available beginning in March 
on S&W’s website or at the 
licensee’s, Wild Things, LLC.  
Currently there are several items 
online that are sale priced and 
worth checking out.

After looking through the 
clothing line, I found the New 
Product Center in a hallway. 
Dealers and media were invited 
to enter the cordoned off area 
and look over a variety of new 
items. As a media representative, 
I was issued one type of gizmo 
that allowed me to “zap” a 
counter card above each item and 
register my interest in it, similar 
to snapping a QR code with your 
cellphone. As I exited the center 

I turned in my gizmo and got a 
print out of all the  items I was 
interested in along with contact 
information on each company. 
Very handy and high tech! 

Since the items were all located 
in different parts of the huge 
show, if I didn’t make it over to 
the booths, I could contact the 
companies afterward.

Although not much of a rifle 
shooter myself, Thunderbolt 
Customs’ Little Sure Shot Rest 
caught my eye. First of all—great 
name! “Little Miss Sure Shot” 
was the sobriquet given to Annie 
Oakley, so the product bodes 
well for riflewomen, although 
the shotgun was Oakley’s go-to 
piece.

Primarily intended for hunters 
and to replace shooting sticks, the 
rest is designed to provide a stable 
platform for your gun, and, the 
company says, allows the hunter 
to relax through the shoulders 
and stay on target longer.

Little Sure Shot’s small size 
means it is much more portable 
and apt to go along on trips 
afield. It will fit in a large pocket. The	 Little	 Sure	 Shot	 Gun	 Rest	 is	 a	 handy	 and	 portable	 option	 for	

days	afield.

Otis	Technology’s	new	biodegradable	gun	cleaner,	O12-GP,	 is	now	
available	in	four	sizes.
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The company’s website 
includes a background video on 
the product, which is made in 
the US, and contains a number 
of images of the product in use, 
including as a handgun rest for 
outdoor plinking.

Available in a number of 
colors, including pink, the Sure 
Shot Gun rest retails for $19.95. 
W&G readers, however, can save 
$5.00 if they email CStockdale@
ThunderboltCustoms.com and 
mention Women & Guns. 

Otis Technology is a woman-
owned gun care product company 
located in the beautiful Finger 
Lakes region of New York State.

Their New Product Center 
offering was the O12-GP 
Cleaner line. Available in four 
different sizes, from 2 oz. to 
16 oz., the new cleaner line 
is safe on all gun metals and 
includes formulae and blends 
that remove carbon, copper, lead 
and plastic fouling. The new 
line is biodegradable and free of 
ammonia. Prices start at $11.99 
for the 2 oz. size.

O12-GP joins Otis’ 
other cleaners as well 
as the company’s 
cleaning kits, one of 
which comes in—you 
guessed it!—pink.

Otis also has 
a “Zombie Gun 
Cleaning System,” 
which they playfully 
call a “no-brainer” for 
zombie aficionados 
and preppers. 

SHOT always has 
a number of products 
that don’t quire fit 
anyone’s definition of 
“firearms or related,” 
but are made with 
sportsmen and women 

in mind.

The	 Transporter	 messenger-
style	 bag	 from	 Designer	
Concealed	Carry	is	a	larger	size	
that	 accomodates	 a	 laptop	 or	
tablet.	 It	 has	 a	 dedicated	 gun	
holster,	shown	 in	detail	at	 right.	
Shown	 is	 a	 prototype—it	 ships	
with	green	canvas.

One such item was Niteize’s 
Connect Case in Mossy Oak 
camo for the iPhone 5s. Since I’m 
still learning how to use my *&^*^ 
version 4, it may be a while before 
I need this, but it looked like a 
nifty and dependable phone case 
and would make a nice gift as we 
head to graduation, Mother’s and 
Father’s Day season. 

Made of high grade, 
shatterproof Lexan® 
polycarbonate, the Connect Case 
for iPhone 5 is slim, lightweight, 
durable, and practical. It offers 
serious protection from everyday 
wear and tear, dependable 
shock-absorption, and a unique 
design that keeps your iPhone’s 
features accessible at all times. 
The innovative flex-hinge design 

Looking	 for	 a	 smart	 gift	 for	 a	 smart	 phone	
user	 for	 Mother’s	 or	 Father’s	 Day?	 Niteize	
Connect	 Case	 is	 available	 in	 several	 colors	
and	Mossy	Oak	camo.
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makes insertion and removal 
from the case quick and easy. 
Included with the case is the 
removable Connect Clip, so you 
can conveniently attach your 
phone to pockets, straps, or belts; 
a carry clip; and a custom sized, 
anti-fingerprint clear screen 
protector.

In addition to the Mossy Oak 
version, it comes in a half dozen 
colors, which does, of course, 
include pink, although the 
company has tagged the color as 
“cranberry.” MSRP is $34.95.

Meeting up with people at 
SHOT, even with an appointment 
in place, is always something of a 
challenge. It’s easy to run over on 
time with a previous appointment 
and even easier to get distracted 
as you make your way from Point 
A to Point B.

Since, as I mentioned, I 
didn’t get to Media Day, I 
connected with W&G writers 
who attended whenever I could. 
Carolee Boyles and I actually 
got to sit in the booth and 
discuss upcoming stories. I used 
my somewhat limited stalking 
skills to track down former 
contributor Gila Hayes across a 
crowded hotel buffet: I spied her 
husband, Marty, and followed 
him back to their table. Diane 
Walls and her husband, Tom, 
were well met in a parking 
garage, although they did later 
stop by the booth.

Diane included one of Designer 
Concealed Carry’s bags in her 
round-up on Page 12. I liked their 
big Transporter model, which 
looks like a high end messenger 
style tote.

The 13.5x12x3 bag in rustic 
finish brown leather with a 
canvas flap definitely does not 

look like a gun carry purse. The 
padded interior divider separates 
and protects tablet or laptop 
from everything else and the 
2” wide cotton webbing strap 
with 65 inch length adjusts 
from shoulder to cross body. 
The patent pending removable 
holster adjusts to fit all sizes 
of handguns. Inside features 
include: zippered pocket, two 
open pockets, slim pocket for 
pens, slots for cards, key hook, 
stretchy loops secure baton or 
flashlight, pepper spray, spare 
magazines. The MSRP is $279.

I carry a large purse and have a 
tendency to put a lot in it—one of 
my pre-SHOT rituals is cleaning 
the darn thing out for less weight 
and a smoother interaction with 
TSA. But I defer to the experts 
on concealed carry purses—
we’ve run a lot of stories on this 
method, and all the experts agree 
you will sacrifice some time to 
this mode of carry.

It seems to me, then, that this 
larger size is most useful for 
transport and to insure you have 
your gun with you—the added 
weight of the myriad items in 
such a large bag, including a 
tablet, would require serious 
adjustment to insure you could 
draw if need be.

Since larger bags are in style 
these days—and just so darn 
handy—I’d be interested in 
hearing from readers who are 
using a larger concealed carry 
bag as to the adjustments 
they’ve made. You can drop me 
a line or email me at waguns@
verizon.net.

As we continue throughout the 
year, we’ll be bringing a number 
of other items first seen at SHOT.

W&G

BUMPER STICKERS
Let the 

“Gun Grabbers”
know where you 

stand!
$1.00 each • 6/$5.00 • 25/$15

Visa • MC • S&H-$1.50

12500 NE Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 454-4911 
FAX (425) 451-3959

CITIZENS COMMITTEE for
the RIGHT to KEEP and 

BEAR ARMS

Don’t Bother Me—
I’m Reloading!

Fight Crime
Shoot Back

Register Criminals
Not Firearms

Beware of Dog
He Eats Everything I Shoot

Soft Judges Make
Hard Criminals

Gun Control is 
A Steady Hand

Criminals Prefer
Unarmed Victims

A Man With A Gun
Has More Fun

A Lady With A Gun
Has More Fun

Crime Control
Not Gun Control

Guns Don’t Kill People
People Kill People

The Second Amendment
Ain’t About Duck Hunting
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

 
One of my favorite pastors and 

authors often makes profound 
observations. When commenting 
upon the death of a man we each 
admired, he remarked, “My first 
impression was—he is dead. By 
God, he is dead.” This pastor is 
much more than a friend who 
simply happens to be a preacher. 
At other times he has mentioned 
that the mortality rate among 
people our age is shocking. It 
is one in one. We are all going 
to die. While most concerned 
for our immortal soul he isn’t 
getting up a busload to go home 

tonight either. As for myself, I am 
interested in postponing death as 
long as possible. In the short term 
I am hoping to tame the violence 
of death. And that is what we are 
discussing today, avoiding death 
by violence. Unlike the animal 
kingdom, human beings have 
foreknowledge of violence. We 
know what others of our kind are 
capable of doing. A lot of what 
I see occurring today is simply 
old horror in a new dress, but 
our protein-fed, ex-con criminal 
class does seem bolder and with 
less inhibition in performing acts 
of violence. The pause for peace 

seems to be when everyone is 
reloading. Having found myself 

This	 student	 is	 burning	 up	 Winchester	 Wildcat	 ammunition	 with	
her	brand	new	Ruger	target	pistol.	A	good	.22	is	indispensable	for	
practice.	

Avoiding Mistakes 2.01

After	a	training	session	with	the	
Les	Baer	.45,	Christen	Smith	has	
a	feeling	of	accomplishment.	
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in the wrong place at the wrong 
time more than once, I do not 
wish to repeat the experience. 
The awful fear and stress isn’t 
easily described. I have not yet 
met the person with ice water in 
their veins in a lethal situation. 

Fear, stress, and trembling are 
part of the equation. When the 
lead comes hissing hot from hell 
you had best have a plan. People 
are like the moon, they all have a 
dark side we do not see. 

When that dark side is exposed 
you may be in for unexpected 
danger. We train for the worst 
and hope for the best. If there is 

anything I have learned it is that 
complacency is deadly. We have 
to learn, and to learn we must be 
teachable. Reach, listen and learn. 

I am lucky in that my vocation 
and calling seem wedded together 
and I am in a position to observe 
and train. I have a good working 
relationship with local police 
agencies. I also live and work in 
one of the highest crime areas in 
the country. I see a lot of mistakes 
but I also see the good guys win 
more often than not. The bad 
guys make mistakes too. 

In my training I am primarily 
concerned with armed defense 
with the handgun. One of the 
greatest mistakes shooters make 
is sitting on the lead. If you have 
known the coaches I have known 
and you are a football fan then 
you know what I am talking 
about. When you are ahead of 
the game you may feel that all 
that is needed is maintenance. If 

Christen	Smith	is	taking	the	SIG	GSR	.45,	Surefire	X300	and	her	own	
skill	to	the	limit.	

This	young	woman	is	a	member	
of	 the	 EOTAC	 shooting	 team.	
She	 is	 very	 good	 at	 what	 she	
does	and	gets	plenty	of	practice.	

The	SIG	GSR	is	being	fired	with	Winchester	hardball.	Note	the	spent	
case	in	the	air	and	a	look	of	determination	on	the	shooter’s	face.	
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you are running 21 to nothing 
you have the game sewn up. I 
recently witnessed such a game 
go from 21 to nothing to 41 to 
40, and not in favor of the team 
with the early lead. Maintenance 
mentality is a killer. (I realize 
the seemingly insurmountable 
problems in police training but we 
are not discussing police training 
but individual training.) We 
cannot sit on the lead. We may 
be good and we may have won a 
few competitions and impressed 
the folks at IDPA, but we need 
to maintain the lead and keep 
ahead of the game. Complacency 
is a peril. We must practice until 
we cannot get it wrong. The oft 

stated truism is that most of us 
practice until we get it right while 
professionals practice until we 
cannot get it wrong. Let’s avoid 
that one deadly strategy of sitting 
on the lead. 

When we practice whatever 
technique or when we master the 
fundamentals of marksmanship 

we are striving for smooth motion. 
Eliminating unnecessary movement 
is vital. We practice the hard ones 
until we are smooth and effective 
in our motions. I have trained quite 
a few shooters and their awkward 
pantomimes as they attempt to 
access the handgun are often 
interesting. They turn the simple 
movement of drawing a handgun 
into four or more unnecessary steps. 
Naturally if the shooter is caught in 
a personal defense situation at that 
point in their development they are 
at a serious disadvantage. Becoming 
a good, smooth and practiced shot 
comes from practice. But it also 
comes from avoiding mistakes. 
I have isolated the cause of the 

majority of mistakes. The list is not 
original, I read the basic outline 
many years ago. But it is certainly 
applicable to any of us who fancy 
ourselves defensive shooters. I have 
modified the list of mistakes with 
my personal experience. I think that 
it is worth the study of any defensive 
shooters. 

The Big Four Mistakes:
1. Panic Prompted Mistakes
2. Good Intention Mistakes 
3. Passive Negligence Mistakes 
4. Blind Spot Mistakes 
Panic Prompted Mistakes—

These are the type that occur more 
often during a real situation than 
on the range, simply because folks 
do not take training as seriously. 
Panic prompted mistakes include 
the person who draws the gun too 
quickly, shoots too fast, shoots and 
misses and forgets to aim. Spray 
and pray shootings in which the 
shooter empties the gun and may 
not strike the target are included 
in this category. 

Good Intention Mistakes—
These are mistakes brought about 
by poor instruction or by flawed 
techniques. Failing to grasp the 
need to use your sights at all 
times and succumbing to new and 
unproven techniques such as a pole 
axis interlock grip, point shooting, 
instinctive missing or other bright 
new hindrances to combat ability 
are examples of a good intention 
mistake. These may sometimes be 
the most difficult to prevent. 

Passive Negligence—This is 
a common area for mistakes. 
Negligence is a product of 
laziness, a lack of discipline and 
inconsistency. Many shooters 
practice their favorite drill over 
and over and become very good 
at it. They are a one trick pony. 
They do not practice the difficult 
things such as drawing from 
concealment, one hand fire, or 
malfunction clearance drills. 
Some shooters who are negligent 
in training are good shots—at 
their favorite shooting problems. 

At	close	range,	dynamic	movement	and	maintaining	control	of	 the	
handgun	are	part	and	parcel	of	good	handling	skill.	

Training 2.01
Continued on Page 43
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By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

Shooting to Survive: How 
to Fight with a Pistol, book by 
Timothy D. Blakeley, ISBN 978-
0-9827748-9-2, from Police Tech 
Publications Enterprise, www.
policetech.com, $29.95.

Shooting to Survive is a 
substantial paperback book at 
eight chapters and five hundred 
ninety-five pages. It is packed 
with enough information for any 
two or three books, making its 
cover price a great value.

The author, Timothy Blakeley, 
is a thirteen year veteran of the 
US Army Reserve and Texas 
national guard. He is currently 
in law enforcement in North 
Carolina, and was previously in 
law enforcement at the Dallas 
Police Department in Texas. He 
has numerous certifications and 
a Bachelor of Science in Human 
Services/Administration of 
Justice degree.

A number of very nice touches 
are incorporated in this book. 
Each chapter winds up with a 
summary of that chapter, then 
discussion questions illustrating 
all the salient points just covered, 
and finally extensive footnotes 
which validate the author’s points. 
The entire book is illustrated 
with numerous black and white 
photographs and has an index to 
look up specifics that you may 
wish to revisit after your first 
reading.

Some of Blakeley’s terminology 
takes a bit of getting used to. He 
refers throughout to “combat 

training” in the context of a fight 
between two or more individuals, 
and a “combat situation” being a 
deadly force encounter. The armed 
individual, whether a civilian, 
police officer, or military is called 
an “operator.” And while the 
book addresses all three of those 
individuals, it has a decidedly law 
enforcement/military feel and 
sound to it. None of these really 
detract from the information 
being conveyed.

Shooting to Survive delves into 
virtually every aspect of “How 
to Fight with a Pistol.” It starts 
off with his Survival Triad—
Training & Tactics: Equipment & 
Weapons: Mindset & FITNESS, 
a new addition. Along with 
controlling stress and weight and 
improving your strength, eating 
habits and lowering body fat are 
discussed.

While the usual equipment 
issues and suggestions are 
here, individual first aid kits 

(IFAK) are also touted, as are 
knives—double-edged knives. 
Unfortunately there is no mention 
of the fact that these can be illegal 
in many jurisdictions for civilians. 
Proper equipment placement is 
emphasized, as it should be, as 
well as the admonition to discard 
equipment not suited to one’s 
requirements. “Equipment is 
double edged and can contribute 
to saving or costing an operator 
his or her life.”

This is completely a Glock-
centric book, with the author 
noting that while “...there are 
other reliable pistols successfully 
used by civilians, police officers, 
and military operators. It’s beyond 
the scope of this book to cover 
each.” Additional information is 
provided regarding the inexact 
science of stopping power, 
calibers, types of bullets and shot 
placement.

How a pistol functions, its 
service intervals, how to clean 
it, preventative maintenance, 
lubrication, putting together a 
field repair kit, and scheduled 
parts replacement are topics not 
omitted. Again this is about the 
Glock pistol, and will need to be 
ported over to the every day carry 
(EDC) pistol of your choice.

Blakeley differentiates between 
combat shooting, recreational 
shooting, and qualification 
shooting and underscores that 
you should not confuse one with 
the other. He also covers eye 
dominance, and strongly suggests 
that you learn to shoot a pistol 
with same hand as your dominant 
eye to “...maximize an operator’s 
ability to protect himself or 
herself...” regardless of hand 
dominance. While different than 

Books &Videos
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conventional wisdom, it makes 
sense when you think about it. 
This is a point that bears further 
investigation.

While most volumes of this 
genre only mention holster 
purses to dismiss them, this 
publication has text and 
photographs on how to draw 
from one, and shoot through 
one should the situation prove 
exigent. Bravo. Well done.

Shooting with both eyes open 
is mandated, as well as, when 
focusing on the target, using 
the rear sight image (of the 
double image perceived) on the 
OPPOSITE side as the dominant 
eye, training the mind to ignore 
other. If you focus on the rear 
sights, use the target image on 
SAME the dominant eye.

Traditional fundamentals 
of marksmanship, stances and 
manipulations are gone over. In 
cycling the slide, however, the 
author prefers what he calls the 
“underhand technique” which 
requires rotating pistol 90 degrees 
so ejection port is down to assist 
clearing any stoppage, among 
other reasons. He notes that 
“Repetitious practice to engrain 
procedural memory is the best 
way to learn combat shooting 
skills.”

If it involves fighting with a 
pistol, Blakeley probably has 
included it in this one book. 
It is an impressive effort, and 
presents an incredible amount 
of information which the reader 
will no doubt put to good use. 
Shooting to Survive is easy to read, 
easy to use, and facilitates looking 
up whatever topic you wish to 
review or reconsider. Absolutely a 
worthwhile read.

W&G

 ̀

A newly-released poll by USA 
Today and Gallup shows that the 
majority of Americans do not favor 
a ban on so-called assault weapons, 
contradicting assertions by the 
gun control lobby in the wake 
of the Sandy Hook Elementary 
tragedy in Connecticut. 

The poll, released Dec. 26, 
shows that 51% of the respondents 
are against such a ban while 44% 
say they favor a ban. USA Today 
also reported that 58% of those 
responding also support stricter 
gun laws, without defining 
what that means. However, the 
newspaper also noted that 46% 
support enforcement of existing 
gun laws while 47% support 
passing new laws. 

According to the poll, the 
numbers haven’t changed much 
on banning semiautomatics since 
the same question was asked late 
in 2011. In October of last year, 
53% of the respondents said they 
opposed a ban, while 43% favored 
one. 

The number has shifted 
dramatically, though, on how 
the public feels about enforcing 
existing gun laws as opposed to 
adopting new measures. Last 
year, the split was 60% in favor of 
enforcing existing laws, with only 
35% calling for new laws.

This new poll result suggests that 
gun control advocates may have a 
tough time convincing Congress 
to ban semi-automatic rifles, 
which did not prove too useful 
in fighting crime the first time 
such a law was adopted during 
the Clinton administration. That 

ban cost more than 50 anti-
gunners their jobs in Congress in 
November 1994.

“If the poll is accurate,” he said, 
“it shows we have a little work to 
do on that one.”

Meanwhile, the newspaper 
reported that 92% of the 
respondents support background 
checks at gun shows, despite 
Justice Department surveys that 
revealed less than one percent of 
inmates convicted of gun-related 
crimes got their guns at gun 
shows.

Also, 62% favored a ban on 
original capacity magazines that 
hold up to 30 cartridges.

W&G

Majority Opposes Renewing 
Of Ban on ‘Assault Weapons’ 

The right to bear arms is a precious 
American freedom, unique in the 

world. But it is slipping away from 
future generations. How can we  as-
sure that gun rights survive beyond 

our years – for our grandchildren, our 
country, our way of life?

The Second Amendment Foundation 
can help. 

Since 1974, SAF has been America’s 
premier defender of the right to bear 
arms. With your generous help, we 

can continue our mission: preserving 
gun freedom for America’s future.

When it comes time to plan your will 
or estate, consider securing your leg-
acy through the Second Amendment 

Foundation. For more information 
about SAF and its many programs, 

please contact:

Second Amendment Foundation Legacy
Attn: Alan Gottlieb

12500 N.E. Tenth Place
Bellevue, Wash. 98005

(425) 454-7012

 Time to 
Plan for Your 

Legacy?
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

The Ugly. Like ghouls hovering 
in the shadows ready to pounce 
upon any carnage, the gun-
grabbers have been honing their 
multiple pieces of legislation and 
regulations, waiting for the event 
that could be used to whip up 
public horror and revulsion to 
the necessary degree to ram them 
through Congress. The shooting 
in Connecticut was their dream 
come true.

The description of the massacre 
of tiny children was heartbreaking. 
Everyone was touched by the 
senseless destruction. Everyone 
could imagine the agony of such 
loss. 

The politicians and media who 
have been waiting and waiting 
for the opportunity immediately 
shifted the focus from the dead 
children and the mentally and 
emotionally bereft shooter to an 
inanimate object. They don’t care 
why and don’t really care who 
caused the slaughter. Instead, they 
rush to blame guns, gunowners, 

The Ugly, the Bad and the Good…
and You
gun manufacturers, ammunition, 
and scream for more and more 
restrictions. All the while insisting 
that they “uphold the Second 
Amendment” and proclaim “this 
is not a Second Amendment 
issue.”

To ask “What is it about ‘…
shall not be infringed…’ that 
escapes these people?” is to miss 
the point of their actions. Their 
goal is the restriction of the right 
of the people to keep and bear 
arms. That is the ugly truth 
about these people. They are not 
attempting to stop violence; they 
are attempting to take away the 
basic human right of self-defense.

The Bad. States and the federal 
government are tripping over 
themselves trying to introduce 
legislation to infringe upon various 
parts of the right to keep and 
bear arms. Some concern specific 
guns, some concern ammunition, 
some concern the amount of 
ammunition; some concern the 
people who will be allowed to buy 
guns and ammunition.

The President held what was 
billed as a “discussion” with a 
variety of participants, but limited 
the pro-arms groups to very few, 
including the NRA, which, 
importantly, left the meeting 
saying there was much about 
guns and little about safety. The 
language is altered, but the mission 
is the same: limit the ability of the 
American public to own firearms.

The Vice President has come 
up with a plan and the President 
is about to resort to Executive 
Orders to limit the rights of the 
honest citizen. (In a world of 
instant, 24-hour news, magazines 
still have a long out-time. This is 
being written and rewritten long 
before you will read it, and much 
conjecture will be fact.)

The Good. Two pieces of 
legislation have been introduced 
in the House of Representatives 
that deserve our full support. 
I have included the language 
as submitted, including the 
Constitutional Authority 
Statements.

Number one. HR 35 The Safe 
Schools Act of 2013, sponsored 
by Rep. Steve Stockman (TX-36) 
introduced on 1/3/13. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND 
PURPOSE.

(a) Findings—Congress finds--
(1) that the Supreme Court has 

found language nearly identical to 
the “Gun Free School Zones Act” 
to be unconstitutional;

(2) that the enactment of the 
“Gun Free School Zones Act” 
has been met with an almost 
uninterrupted series of horrific and 
tragic shootings at Columbine, 
Newtown and in other American 
schools;

(3) that the “Gun Free School 
Zones Act” has been a deadly 
failure. According to research 
by GeorgiaCarry.org, in the 22 



34	 	 	 Women&Guns

years prior to enactment of the 
“Gun Free School Zones Act” 
there were two school shootings 
in which four or more people were 
intentionally murdered in a short 
period of time, and in the 22 years 
after the enactment of the “Gun 
Free School Zones Act” there have 
been 10 such school shootings;

(4) that American schools 
had not been plagued with this 
succession of horrific shootings 
prior to the enactment of the 
“Gun Free School Zones Act”;

(5) that horrific massacres 
on school campuses in Pearl, 
Mississippi, and southwestern 
Virginia, were averted by armed 
staff and students;

(6) that none of the murderers 
in any of these horrific school 
shootings were deterred by the 
fact that, in addition to murder, 
gun possession was also illegal in 
those locations; and

(7) that the reason that the 
“Gun Free School Zones Act” has 
made American schools unsafe 
is that shooters now know that 
they can victimize American 
school campuses with no fear that 
victims will be armed.

(b) Purpose- It is the purpose 
of this Act to restore safety to 
America’s schools by allowing 
staff, teachers, and administrators 
to defend the children and 
themselves.

SEC. 3. SAFE SCHOOLS.
Subsection (q) of section 922 of 

Title 18, United States Code, is 
repealed.

Constitutional Authority 
Statement: Congress has the 
power to enact this legislation 
pursuant to the following: Article 
I of the U.S. Constitution, Second 
Amendment, with Amendment 
and Tenth Amendment

Number two. H.R.133 Citizens 
Protection Act of 2013, sponsored 
by Rep. Thomas Massie (KY-4), 
introduced 1/3/13.

SEC. 2. REPEAL OF THE 
GUN-FREE SCHOOL 
ZONES ACT OF 1990 AND 
AMENDMENTS TO THAT 
ACT.

(a) In General- Section 922 of 
title 18, United States Code, is 
amended by striking subsection 
(q).

(b) Related Amendments-
(1) Section 921(a) of such 

title is amended by striking 
paragraphs (25) through (27) and 
redesignating paragraphs (28), 
(29), and (32) through (35) as 
paragraphs (25) through (30), 
respectively.

(2) Section 924(a) of such title 
is amended--

(A) in paragraph (1)(B), by 
striking `(k), or (q)’ and inserting 
`or (k)’; and

(B) by striking paragraph (4) 
and redesignating paragraphs (5) 
through (7) as paragraphs (4) 
through (6), respectively.

Sec. (3) The Gun-Free School 
Zones Act of 1990 (18 U.S.C. 
921 note, 922 note; section 1702 
of Public Law 101-647; 104 Stat. 
4844-4845) is repealed.

Constitutional Authority 
Statement: Congress has the 
power to enact this legislation 
pursuant to the following: This 
Act is justified by the lack of a 
mandate or assertion of authority 
in the United States Constitution 
for the Federal government to 
establish the laws affected by this 
Act; by Article One of the United 
States Constitution that grants 
legislative powers; by the Second 
Amendment to the United States 
Constitution that recognizes the 

right to bear arms; and by the 
Ninth and Tenth Amendments 
to the United States Constitution, 
which recognize that rights and 
powers are retained and reserved 
by the people and to the States.

Sheriffs in several states have 
issued statements that within their 
jurisdictions they will neither 
enforce nor allow others to enforce 
what they consider ‘illegal’ laws 
such as Executive Orders that 
effect Constitutional rights States 
have passed legislation refuting 
and in at least one case threatening 
criminal actions against any federal 
enforcement of orders or federal 
legislation or regulation which 
they deem un-Constitutional. 
The Tenth Amendment is 
gaining momentum as a foil to 
the encroachment of the federal 
government farther and farther 
into the running of the several 
states. 

You. My original column 
was all about what each of us as 
individuals can do to withstand 
the onslaught we knew would 
come after the election of 2012. 
I look back on the days when I 
was composing it as blissful. At 
the time I felt besieged. My first 
reaction to overwhelming outside 
forces is rather bird-like: I duck 
my head and want to curl fetally 
in my comfy chair. Those days 
and emotions are nothing like 
what came after the Sandy Hook 
shooting.

There is much we can do. First, 
if you are not a member, join! 
Join your local gun club; join 
national organizations: Second 
Amendment Foundation (the 
folks who brought you Heller and 
McDonald), Citizens Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear 
Arms, Gun Owners of America, 
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National Rifle Association; join 
your state gun protection group, 
and, if you can, join those in other 
states, such as Illinois State Rifle 
Association.

Go public. Let your friends 
and coworkers know you are 
a gunowner. There is nothing 
belligerent about owning firearms. 
Rather, for years I have been 
advocating that women show that 
they own and use guns, because 
women are not threatening. It 
softens the face of the gunowner to 
the general public when they learn 
that the sweet little old ladies and 
the charming young women are 
part of that group that the media 
tries so hard to demonize.

Use social media. You can find 
lots of people and sites on Facebook 
(and other newer cooler places, I 
am sure). Share the information 
with your public friends. If you 
need a start go to me on Facebook 
and poach. (Caution: not all my 
friends, even my political friends, 
are gunnies. But I “like” many 
good gun sites.)

Educate yourself. Read 
everything you can, while you 
can. Nothing is harder to argue 
against than facts. 

Write letters to the editor. 
Comment on the internet news 
sites. Short, to the point, correct 
spelling and no ranting! We want 
everyone who is on our side to 
make us proud. Nothing hurts the 
cause like a crazy advocate!

Buy, buy, buy! If, like me you 
have been thinking of something 
you want, but putting off the 
purchase, do it now. If it is not too 
late at publication.

Train, train, train! You will 
never know enough, and you need 
to be ready if ever you need to use 
your gun. Classes are good places 

to meet other people with similar 
concerns and interests. 

As the apron I brought back 
from GRPC says, Keep Calm 
and Carry. If you don’t have a 
license and live in one of the 
states that require one, start the 
process, now. Even if you choose 
not to carry, having the license is 
something that can be counted, 
and politicians will always be 
influenced by numbers, even 
when their agendas send them 
in a different direction. It is the 
numbers that have slowed down 
the President in his surge for 
dictatorship. Opposition must be 
eliminated before politicians can 
run roughshod over the populace. 

Do not be Anne of Green 
Gables: no wallowing in the 
depths of despair. We have been 
on this precipice before. We have 
gone over the precipice before. 
However, we have right on our 
side, and our numbers are legion. 
We shall overcome. 

W&G

after a class, and that seemed to 
make Cogan nervous. Cupcakes, 
daisies and “Hello Kitty” were 
motifs sited in the article.

“Spend a few minutes scrolling 
through the websites of gun 
dealers and you might be forgiven 
for thinking America is a nation of 
Gayle Trotters: women using the 
language of feminism to demand 
the ‘right to choose to defend 
ourselves,’ as the gun-rights activist 
put it in her Senate testimony last 
week,” Cogan continued.

She mentioned (and linked to) a 
number of firearms manufacturers, 
related products and Women & 
Guns magazine (although we were 
not contacted for the story).

Cogan did speak with 
Paxton Quigley, noting her 
long involvement with women 
gunowners and her seminal book 
Armed & Female. 

The tone of the piece was mainly 
wonderment that there were so 
many gunowners out there, and it 
appeared to have been prompted 
by the International Women’s 
Forum’s Trotter, whose testimony 
at Senate hearings on gun control 
surprised many (see related story 
in this issue). 

Interestingly, given New York’s 
target audience, reader comments 
on the story mainly chided the 
use of term “nut” in the headline 
and generally supported gun 
rights. Several endorsed Trotter’s 
testimony, noting how difficult it 
is for most women to fight against 
generally bigger and stronger men.

Comments that supported 
the piece focused heavily on the 
embellished guns.

W&G

The Cut, a lifestyle portion of 
the website of New York magazine, 
recently discovered women 
gunowners and were a little afraid.

The piece was titled Rise of The 
Female Gun Nut and bylined by 
Marion Cogan.

The story looked at transplanted 
New Yorker Niki Jones who is now 
running a group called Austin 
Sure Shots in that Texas city. The 
free club started with a handful 
of women and now numbers over 
300, according to the report.

Many of the women had their 
AR-15-style rifles customized 

NY Mag Finds Female “Gun Nuts”
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LegallySpeaking

The Unspeakable

By Karen MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

Matthew 2:16
When a person lacks empathy for 

another human being, when his or 
her soul is emptied of feeling, when 
he or she can reduce any group 
of people to being non-people, 
then such a person is capable of 
unimaginable barbarity to others. 
History is filled with examples of 
genocide, ethnic cleansing, and 
wholesale liquidations of people 
thought to be undesirable or a 
threat to the killer. 

Anyone with a heart or soul 
was shocked at the pre-Christmas 
murder of children in Sandy Hook, 
Connecticut. Those in public 
office were quick to call for more 
gun laws without determining 
why the killings took place or if 
the proposed laws would have 
made a difference. 

We do not have a gun problem. 
We have a mental health problem 
exacerbated by a prescription drug 
problem. If you are unhappy, 
doctors will prescribe a pill. 
Unfortunately our health care 
system does not provide for 
adequate supervision of people on 
drugs. Sometimes the warnings 
about the drugs are inadequate. 
Sometimes the drugs have 
unintended consequences. 

High capacity, semi-automatic 
guns have been around for more 
than one hundred years. Mass 
murders such as those at the 
Sandy Hook school first appeared 
in 1989 when Patrick Purdy, for 
no apparent reason, shot a number 
of children in a schoolyard in 
California. This type of senseless 
killing is not confined to the 
United States nor are guns the 
only weapons used. In cultures 
where guns are not available, such 
as Japan, edged weapons have 
been used. 

The rise in these bizarre killings 
has paralleled the rise in the use of 
a type of anti-depressant known 
as a selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitor (SRI or SSRI). The 
first SSRI drug was approved 
by the FDA in 1987 under the 
brand name of Prozac. By 1989, 
pharmacies were filling some 
65,000 prescriptions per month 
of Prozac. It was thought to be a 
wonder drug until its dark side 
began to show up. A number of 
suicides and murder-suicides were 
blamed on the pill. 

The SSRI drugs now carry 
suicide warnings. Further research 

also indicated that the SSRI drugs 
should not be given to children 
or young adults. Unfortunately 
doctors continue to prescribe 
SSRIs to patients below the age 
of 25. Since 1987, other SSRI 
drugs under such brand names as 
Luvox, Zolof, Paxil, and Effexor 
have been introduced. Today, they 
are some of the most commonly 
prescribed psychotropic (mood 
altering) drugs.

Some of their known side 
effects include suicide, “abnormal 
thinking,” and manic or psychotic 
reactions. SSRI drugs can also 
interact with dextromethorphan 
to cause hallucinations. 
Dextromethorphan is a common 
ingredient in over the counter 
cough medications.

SSRIs have another side effect 
which was the subject of an article 
in the British Journal of Psychiatry, 
(2009) 195: 211-217, “Emotional 
side-effects of selective serotonin 
reuptake inhibitors.” Participants 
in the study described a general 
reduction in the intensity of all 
their emotions. They described 
their feelings as numbed, blank or 
flat. Some of the participants stated 
that they did not feel any emotions 
at all or that their emotions 
felt unreal or fake. In addition 
to the reduction of negative 
emotions, all the participants 
experienced a reduction of positive 
emotions such as happiness and 
love, including love of their 
families and enthusiasm for 
life. Reductions in the negative 
emotions of fear, guilt, or shame 
were sometimes seen as interfering 

Women&Guns
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or had just stopped taking an 
SSRI drug. That includes the 
Columbine school killings and 
the Virginia Tech killings. 

Since 2002, federal HIPAA 
regulations relating to the privacy 
of medical records makes it difficult 
to discover what drugs, if any, a 
killer might have been taking. It 
has been reported that both James 
Holmes (the movie theater killer) 
and Adam Lanza (the Sandy Hook 
school killer) were being treated for 
psychiatric problems. Chances are 
good that they were on an SSRI 
type of drug.

If policy decisions are going to be 
made in an effort to prevent such 
killings in the future, the public 
has a right to know if prescription 
drugs were a contributing factor.

What drugs, if any, were the 
killers on? Are there serious adverse 
reactions by people taking these 
drugs that are not being tracked? 
Are the warnings accompanying 
those drugs adequate? Are the 
doctors who prescribe the drugs 
fully familiar with the drug’s 
possible interactions and side 
effects? Are doctors spending 
enough time with their patients to 
adequately monitor the drugs and 
their possible side effects?

Some health care systems only 
allow five mental health visits a 
year. Do we need to expand the 
mental health coverage in our 
health insurance plans?

Do we need to re-examine the 
point at which a doctor’s obligation 
to protect society outweighs the 
patient’s right of privacy? Lawyers 
are pledged to the confidentiality 
of their client’s business. That 
confidentiality does not extend 
to plans by the client to break the 
law. The same should be true of 
mental health providers. 

Given what some news sources 
have reported about Holmes’ 
and Lanza’s history of unstable 
behavior, why were they not given 
adequate help or placed in a secure 
setting before they hurt someone? 

Not everyone who sees a mental 
health provider is a threat to 
society. Not everyone who takes a 
drug for depression is a problem. 
Anyone who is prescribed a 
drug without being made aware 
of its side effects or negative 
interactions, and anyone who is 
given a personality altering drug 
but is not adequately monitored 
by a doctor, is a potential problem. 

Only a very small percentage 
of guns of any kind are ever used 
in crime. Demonizing millions 
of gunowners who have never 
hurt anyone will not stop people 

with an appropriate display of 
grief or an ability to respond to 
bad news. Many participants 
felt emotionally detached or 
disconnected to the point their 
surroundings seemed unreal. This 
emotional detachment extended to 
a detachment from other people. 
Specifically, said the report, 
they felt reduced sympathy and 
empathy towards other people. 
They cared less about themselves, 
about other people, or about the 
consequences of their actions. 

In summary, the SSRI drugs 
are a widely prescribed drug that 
should not be given to young 
adults or children. The drug may 
cause an emotional detachment 
that reduces fear, guilt and shame 
while causing the loss of the 
ability to love, including love of 
one’s family and love of life and a 
lack of empathy for others. 

Some taking the drugs feel 
disconnected to the point their 
surroundings seem unreal. In 
some people, the drug causes 
abnormal thinking and psychotic 
reactions. In some people it causes 
thoughts of, and the completion 
of, suicide. Add cough syrup to the 
mix and you have a hallucinogen 
with those same characteristics. 

If these side effects combine in 
just 1 out of 10,000 people taking 
the drug, the result could be a 
drug-induced murder.

The largest mass murder in 
the United States was caused by 
a jealous boyfriend who blocked 
the doors to a crowded social 
club and then lit the building on 
fire. Excluding that and terrorist 
attacks, in just about every 
other high profile, intentional 
mass murder in the United 
States, especially those that seem 
senseless, the killer was taking 
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who are experiencing a psychotic 
episode from killing someone.

Anti-gun proponents have taken 
advantage of these tragedies to push 
their long time agendas. They say 
the solution is to limit guns that can 
carry large numbers of rounds. To 
put it another way, their solution is 
to make the killer use more time to 
accomplish his or her evil deed. 

They have mis-defined the 
problem. If you do not accurately 
define a problem, you cannot 
solve it. 

If you define the problem as being 
men dressed in black killing people, 
then you might conclude making 
black clothes illegal would solve the 
problem. How the men dressed is 
not the problem. The problem is 
that they killed other people.

If you define the problem as 
being gun deaths, then you might 
conclude making guns illegal 
would solve the problem. However 
killing people with guns is not the 
problem. Nothing is solved if you 
replace murder by shooting with 
murder by arson. 

A common factor in the 
Colorado theater killings and 
the Connecticut school killings 
is that attacks were well planned. 
Another factor is that the victims 
were in “gun free” zones. That is, 
the victims were helpless.

Given that the killings were 
planned, there is no reason to 
believe that if guns were not 
available, the killers would not 
have sought other means. In 
Colorado, the accused murderer 
knew how to make explosives. 
That knowledge is available from 
the internet and from various 
government publications. Had 
explosive devices been set at the 
doors of the theater and in the 
theater, many more people would 

have died. Having an armed guard 
at the theater, or having armed 
civilians in the theater, might stop 
a murder armed with a gun but 
not one who sets off explosives. 

The school killer could have used 
any number of weapons to kill once 
inside the building. All the teachers 
could do was to offer themselves up 
as martyrs to stall the killer. They 
were brave enough, but they lacked 
the tools needed to successfully 
defend their children. Once in a 
classroom of small children, a killer 
could have used a club, a machete, 
a chain saw, or any number of 
other things to kill the children. 
If any of the school personnel 
had been armed, they may have 
been able to stop the killer. Being 
helpless does not protect you from 
bullies, bad guys or psychotics. If 
the person trying to kill you has 
psychiatric problems, appeals to 
logic or compassion are not apt to 
be successful. 

In both the case of the theater 
and school killings, if guns were 
removed but all other factors 
remained the same, there would 
still have been numerous deaths. 
Removing guns is not the answer. 

The NRA’s solution of adding 
a good guy with a gun with their 
Project SHIELD proposal, might 
have made a difference. The 
attacker may have looked for an 
easier target: that is, a different 
group of people to kill. In the 
alternative, the attacker might 
have been killed in the attack thus 
reducing the number of people 
killed or injured. A person who 
is determined to kill and who 
does not mind being killed in the 
attempt, can only be stopped by 
force.

If, however, you can remove the 
determination to kill, then you 

stop the event before it happens. 
The only way you can do that is to 
address the mental health issue. We 
must re-examine the drugs these 
people were on. We must make sure 
the warning labels are adequate. 
We have to improve the quality of 
mental health services available so 
that people with problems can get 
the help they need. Those who are 
a danger to society need to be in 
a secure environment before they 
hurt someone. 

Until those whose agenda is to 
block private ownership of guns 
at any cost, stop distracting the 
public, we will never have the 
discussion we need to have about 
improving mental health care.

W&G

India Rape Ignites
Women’s Rush For
Gun Applications

The high-profile rape by six 
men of a 23-year-old woman in 
Delhi, India who later died in 
a Singapore hospital ignited a 
rush on gun license applications 
by women, according to the 
Guardian newspaper and other 
international news agencies.

The unidentified woman spent 
almost two weeks in hospitals in 
India and Singapore before dying 
of injuries suffered in the attack. 
Her ashes were scattered on the 
Ganges River following a secret 
cremation.

Hundreds of women reportedly 
applied for gun licenses, and the 
government’s response is to pass 
new justice legislation and make 
the punishment for sexual assault 
tougher. In the case of the six men 
arrested for the gang rape death, 
they could face the death penalty.

W&G
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taxes,” LaPierre said, explaining 
his doubts about the effectiveness 
of a universal background check 
to reduce violence.

After LaPierre was cut off by 
Leahy, Sen. Durbin made this 
observation:  “Mr. LaPierre, that’s 
the point. The criminals won’t 
go to purchase the guns because 
there will be a background check. 
We’ll stop them from the original 
purchase. You miss that point 
completely.”

Members of the panel weighed 
in, and Sen. Lindsey Graham 
(R-SC) made a strong argument 
against magazine capacity limits, 
pointing to a recent incident 
in Georgia where a mother 
protecting her child from an 
intruder shot him five times and 
he still managed to walk out to his 
car and drive away.

He revealed that he would 
vote against Feinstein’s gun ban 
legislation, because it also places a 
limit on magazine capacity.

“One bullet in the hands of a 
mentally unstable person is one 
too many,” Graham observed, 
“but six bullets in the hand of a 
woman protecting her children 
may not be enough.”

Kopel contended that a magazine 
limit of ten rounds would be 
“plainly unconstitutional.” He 
said that under Feinstein’s “assault 
weapons ban” proposal, the 
Remington 870 shotgun would 
be illegal if it was fitted with an 
extended magazine tube.

It was that particular shotgun 
that sparked a heated exchange 
between Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse 
(D-RI) and Trotter, the only 
woman on the panel.

Whitehouse challenged her to 
explain why a woman could not 
adequately defend her family with 
a shotgun, and referred to an 
incident Trotter had mentioned 
earlier in the hearing about a 
young widow who had fired at 
two intruders who were breaking 
in to steal her late husband’s 
medications.

Trotter fired right back, “As a 
woman, I think it’s very important 
not to place undue burdens on 
our Second Amendment right to 
choose to defend ourselves.”

When Whitehouse pressed the 
argument that a woman could 
defend herself with a shotgun, 
Trotter observed, “So, would it 
have been unreasonable for her to 
use a different gun to protect her 
child?”

Whitehouse, who was clearly not 
savvy about firearms, challenged 
Trotter, “I think if she was using 
a 100 weapon…let me put it 
another way, she would clearly 
have an adequate ability to protect 
her family without the need for a 
100-round (magazine).”

“How can you say that?” 
Trotter demanded. “You are a 
large man, a tall, tall man… You 
are not a young mother who has 
a young child with her. And I am 
passionate about this position. 
Because you cannot understand, 
you are not a woman stuck in 
her house having to defend her 
children, not able to leave her 
child, not  able to go to seek 
safety, on the phone with 9-1-
1 and she cannot get the police 
there fast enough to protect her 
child and she’s not used to being 
in a firefight…”

At that point Leahy interrupted 
the fireworks.

The hearing had opened with 

an impassioned, albeit short, plea 
from former Congresswoman 
Gabrielle “Gabby” Giffords. Still 
recovering from the head wound 
she suffered two years ago in the 
assassination attempt in Tucson, 
AZ, and with her speech slow but 
deliberate, she urged Congress to 
act against “gun violence.”

In closing, she urged the Senate 
panel to “do something,” before 
being assisted out of the hearing 
room where her husband, former 
astronaut Mark Kelly, was a 
member of the witness panel 
along with LaPierre, Kopel and 
the others.

While Giffords’ appearance did 
add to the drama of the hearings, 
it did not appear to sway anyone 
on the panel, or on the committee. 
Kelly remained to testify and 
answer questions through the 
next four hours.

In the days following the 
hearing, both sides used 
sound bites to reinforce their 
arguments. It does not appear 
that much has changed, or that 
anyone has shifted position. 
President Obama started 
pitching his gun control agenda 
with a trip in early February to 
Minneapolis, and gun-related 
news has gotten more attention 
at the local level.

Several measures have been 
introduced in various state 
legislatures, but it may be well 
into spring before gun owners see 
whether anything will change. 
With the passage of time, 
there appears to be a growing 
skepticism that any of the gun 
control measures announced in 
the emotional days following the 
Sandy Hook tragedy would have 
prevented the attack.

W&G
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By W&G staff
A handful of big city mayors are 

flexing their economic muscles 
in an effort to coerce the gun 
industry into accepting their 
extreme anti-gun regulatory 
schemes by trying to dry up bank 
credit and discussing boycotts.

Anti-gun Chicago Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel is taking his 
demagoguery to a new level 
by attempting to coerce banks 
into refusing service to firearms 
manufacturers, the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms (CCRKBA) noted.

CBS News in Chicago reported 
that Emanuel was pressuring 
two major banks, identified as 
Bank of America and TD Bank, 
to stop lines of credit to Smith 
& Wesson and Sturm, Ruger, 
two of the largest gunmakers in 
the industry. In letters to bank 
executives, Emanuel reportedly 
said he wanted to send a message 
to gunmakers that they must 
buckle under to gun control 
measures being pushed by the 
Obama administration.

“This is outrageous!” said 
CCRKBA Chairman Alan 
Gottlieb. “Mayor Emanuel is 
acting like a Chicago gangster 
instead of a public servant, and 
we are very concerned that there 
might be legal ramifications. How 
dare the mayor engage in this kind 
of anti-gun lobbying effort, trying 
to cut off operating capital to a 
pair of perfectly legal companies 
that happen to be engaged in 
perhaps the most heavily-regulated 
business in the country.

“Gunowners and people who 

believe in the Bill of Rights should 
stop giving Chicago a line of credit 
by purchasing municipal bonds,” 
he added. “Rahm wants to send 
a message, and the nation should 
send him a reply.

Meanwhile, Minnesota Public 
Radio reported that Mayor R.T. 
Rybak of Minneapolis has said 
that he and 60 other mayors 
are considering boycotts of 
gunmakers who don’t agree to 
their sweeping list of gun control 
demands. Taking a page from the 
Rahm Emanuel playbook, the 
mayors intend to use their police 
department purchasing power as 
leverage.

This is a re-hash of the 
Clinton Administration threat, 
spearheaded by then-HUD 
Secretary and now governor of 
New York Andrew Cuomo, to do 
the same with federal agencies, 
noted the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF). 

Despite a successful court action 
by NSSF to counter the threat at 
the time, the idea was kicked up 
again in 2010 by disgraced former 
New York governor Eliot Spitzer, 
who suggested that gunmakers 
must cease and desist the sale of 
all semi-automatic firearms to 
escape this punishment.

Choosing a service sidearm for 
police agencies is serious business. 
Law enforcement procurement 
officers will be less than pleased to 
learn that their political overseers 
seem to want them to go back 
to revolvers in order to make a 
point in the gun control debate, 
said NSSF. In Minneapolis, the 
deputy chief said “ultimately, it 
is the chief ’s decision what gun 
is going to be authorized for use 
by the department,” but the city 
attorney countered by saying “the 
city can always set reasonable 
specifications for the purchases it’s 
making.”

Mayor Rybak said he mentioned 
the idea to Barack Obama during 
a recent visit, and “Obama and his 
staff were delighted by the idea.”

W&G

Mayors Hopes to Coerce Gun
Industry into Submission on Guns

The New York Times got a 
thumbs-down from a state appeals 
court in its effort to get a list of 
gunowners in New York City 
under a Freedom of Information 
Law (FOIL) request, on the 
grounds that it would violate state 
law.

The ruling overturned part 
of a lower court’s ruling back in 
November 2011, according to the 
Weekly Standard.

The appeals court ruled that 
the lower court was in error 

NY Times Gets Court Slap Down
On Naming Gun Owners

when it allowed the newspaper 
to get the home addresses of 
handgun licensees in the city. 
In its ruling, the appeals court 
also noted that the electronic 
database containing the disputed 
information was “produced 
pursuant to strict confidentiality 
requirements which indicates that 
disclosure to the general public 
would, at a minimum, raise 
serious confidentiality and privacy 
concerns.”

W&G
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One lawsuit challenging the new 
law has already been filed and a 
claim announcing another was also 
filed. Meanwhile, the state sheriff ’s 
association and many county 
clerks’ offices which administer 
handgun licenses have been among 
those who have complained about 
many of the new provisions and 
urged a further review of Cuomo’s 
hasty gun initiative.

In California several anti-
gun bills have been introduced 
in the state legislature. They 
include AB-48, that requires 
reporting of ammunition sales, 
licensing of ammunition dealers 
and establishing other controls 
on ammunition sales similar to 
current controls on firearms sales, 
and AB-169 that limits people who 
currently own restricted firearms 
to transfer their guns to other 
exempted persons.

Other measures include AB-
170 that changes current law that 
allows organizations, including 
corporations and other associations, 
to have permits for assault weapons 
and machineguns, restricting 
them to individuals only; AB-
174, ending the grandfathering of 
existing weapons which are now 
illegal to purchase but are still legal 
to possess, and AB-187, imposing 
a tax on the sale of ammunition 
in California with the proceeds 
going to a crime prevention fund 
that would be used in targeted 
jurisdictions suffering from high 
rates of violent crime.

In states like Colorado and 
Connecticut, as well as several 
others, a variety of proposals 
affecting guns have been 
proposed but not yet numbered 

and captioned, but many of the 
proposals follow common patterns.

One concept that is getting 
attention in several states is a 
proposal requiring gunowners 
to have insurance that will cover 
liability in the event they use their 
firearms to defend themselves, or if 
they injure or kill someone through 
misuse of a gun.

Most of the anti-gun legislation 
being proposed in several states 
is focused on bans of so-called 
assault weapons and full capacity 
magazines, even in some states that 
already have such laws. All told, 
2013 promises to be a busy year 
with respect to firearms legislation. 
You can obtain weekly updates on 
federal and state legislation online 
at thegunmag.com, which, like 
W&G, is owned by the Second 
Amendment Foundation.

W&G

State Legislation
Continued from Page 9

A bipartisan quartet of senators, 
including two National Rifle 
Association members and two with 
“F” ratings from the group, are quietly 
trying to find a compromise on 
expanding the requirement for gun-
sale background checks, according to 
The Associated Press (AP).

A deal, given a good chance by 
several participants and lobbyists, 
could add formidable political 
momentum to one of the key 
elements of President Barack 
Obama’s gun control plan. 
Currently, background checks 
are required only for sales by the 
nation’s 55,000 federally licensed 
gun (FFL) dealers, but not for 
private sales, including at many 
gun shows. Several states, however, 

require background checks for 
private sales at guns shows, and 
those NICS checks are conducted 
by FFLs at the show. Non-FFLs 
may not conduct background 
checks through the NICS system 
under current federal law.

The senators’ talks have included 
discussions about ways to encourage 
states to make more mental health 
records available to the national 
system and the types of transactions 
that might be exempted from 
background checks, such as sales 
among relatives or to those who 
have permits to carry concealed 
weapons, said people who spoke 
anonymously to AP because they 
were not authorized to describe the 
negotiations publicly.

The private discussions involve 
liberal Sen. Chuck Schumer of 
New York, who is the No. 3 Senate 
Democratic leader; West Virginia 
Sen. Joe Manchin, an NRA 
member and one of the chamber’s 
more moderate Democrats; Sen. 
Tom Coburn (R-OK), another 
NRA member and one of the 
more conservative lawmakers in 
Congress; and moderate GOP 
Sen. Mark Kirk of Illinois. Others, 
including various Senate staff 
members, may also be involved in 
the negotiations.

“It will not limit your ability 
to borrow your Uncle Willie’s 
hunting rifle or share a gun with 
your friend at a shooting range,” 
Schumer said in January in one of 
his few public remarks about the 
package the group is seeking. He 
said he believed a bipartisan deal 
could be reached.

Senate Cross-Aisle Negotiators 
Target Background Checks

Background Checks
Continued on Page 43
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ResourceDirectory

Sources and contacts for 
SHOT Show feature I, Page 
12

Taurus	International	Mfg.	Inc.
taurususa.com
305-624-1115

Flashbang	Holsters
flashbangholster.com
405-677-1655

Designer	Concealed	Carry
designerconcealedcarry.com
972-672-9437

Gun	Tote’N	Mamas
guntotenmamas.com
847-446-0700	Ext.	204

STI	International
STIguns.com
512-819-0656

Springfield	Armory
springfield-armory.com
800-680-6866

Beretta
berettausa.com
800-929-2901

Bersa
bersa.com
732-493-0333

Kimber	Mfg.	Inc.
kimberamerica.com
888-243-4522

Cabot	Guns
cabotgun.com
855-843-1911

Korth	Germany	GmbH
korth-waffen.de

Firebird	Precision	Firearms
firebirdprecision.com
505-847-0108

Savage	Arms
savagearms.com
800-	370-0708

Crimson	Trace
crimsontrace.com
800-442-2406

LaserMax
lasermax.com
800-527-3703

Viridian
ViridianGreenLaser.com
800-990-9390

Redring	USA,	LLC
redringusa.com
203-546	3511

Sticky	Holsters,	Inc.
stickyholsters.com
239-825-7031

Sources and contacts for 
holster feature, Page 16

Pretty	Dangerous	Accessories
prettydangerousaccessories.
com
303-655-1919

Pro	Tech
protechoutdoors.com
866-571-7090

Holster	Pro
holsterpro.com
315-404-7578

eXo	Concealment	Products
exoconcealmentproducts.com
239-458-5389

Garage	Works	Holsters
garageworksholsters.com
234-200-0382

Hammered	Hides	Leather

hammeredhidesleather.com
386-451-3733

Soteria	Leather
soterialeather.com
360-952-1535

Gun	Goddess
gungoddess.com
866-957-1117

The	Well	Armed	Woman
thewellarmedwoman.com
888	572	7730

Smart	Carry
smartcarry.com
727-581-7001

Pink	Pistol	Holsters
pinkpistolholsters.com

Sources for Shot Show 
feature, Page 22

Smith	&	Wesson
2100	Roosevelt	Rd.,	Dept.	WG
Springfield	MA	01104
smithwesson.com

Wild	Things,	LLC
449	Thames	St.,	Suite	400
Dept.	WG
Newport	RI	02840
wildthingsgear.com

Otis	Technology
PO	Box	582,	Dept.	WG
Lyons	Falls,	NY	13368
otistec.com

Thunderbolt	Customs	Inc.
7296	S.	Section	Line	Rd.,
Dept.	WG
Delaware	OH	43015
thunderboltcustoms.com

Designer	Concealed	Carry
designerconcealedcarry.com
972-672-9437
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Blind spots—Shooters tend to 
ignore their own bad habits or 
bad influences. They make light 
of their obvious shortcomings 
and continue to feel that they are 
good shots when they have serious 
deficiencies. A good example is the 
person who practices with a full 
size pistol but carries a compact 
they have not mastered. 

How do we overcome these 
mistakes? Critical approaches to 
training and an honest appraisal 
of our ability come first. Next, 
we must have motivation. When 
we are attacked the motivation 

to react is external. We have to 
fight back to survive. In training 
all motivation is internal. We 
are creating something from 
nothing and must be able to stir 
us to perform. I would much 
rather have a motivated student 
on hand than a genius student. 
The main thing we must do in 
the beginning is to concentrate 
on the front sight and trigger 
press. These are the primary 
ingredients of hitting the target. 
After that we will approach 
advanced drills. 

In the end it is the student that 
is responsible for mistakes, and 
mistakes may be avoided. 

W&G

	

Training 2.01
Continued from Page 30

Keep	your	eye	on	the	front	sight!	
It	is	a	little	easier	with	the	Novak	
red	insert.	

Polls show that requiring 
background checks for nearly all 
gun purchases has more public 
support than Obama’s proposals 
to ban assault weapons and high-
capacity ammunition magazines, 
and it is among those given the 
best chance of enactment. Even 
so, it is opposed by the NRA and 
many congressional Republicans, 
who consider it intrusive and 
unworkable for a system they say 
already has flaws.

An agreement among the four 
senators could help overcome that 
opposition by opening the door to 
support from other conservative 
Republicans besides Coburn. It 
also could make it easier to win 
backing from Democratic senators 
from GOP-leaning states, many 
of whom face re-election next 
year and who have been leery of 
embracing Obama’s proposals.

Schumer and Kirk each have 
“F” scores from the NRA, while 
Coburn and Manchin have “A” 
ratings.

Prompted by the December 
massacre of 20 first-graders and 
six adults in Newtown, Conn., 
the Democratic-led Judiciary 
Committee plans to write gun 
control legislation in the next few 
weeks. The committee’s chairman, 
Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-VT), 
has expressed strong support for 
universal background checks and 
it is expected to be a cornerstone 
of his bill, but a version of that 
language with bipartisan support 
could give the entire package a 
boost.

It is likely that any gun-control 
bill will need 60 votes to pass the 
100-member Senate. Democrats 

have 55 votes, including two 
Democratic-leaning independents.

Leaders of the GOP-run 
House are planning to see what, 
if anything, the Senate passes 
before moving on gun legislation. 
Strategists believe that a measure 
that passes the Senate with clear 
bipartisan support could pressure 
the House to act.

People legally judged to be 
“mentally defective” are among 
those blocked by federal law from 
firearms purchases. States are 
supposed to make mental health 
records available to the federal 
background check system and 
receive more generous Justice 
Department grants if they do, 
but many provide little or no such 
data because of privacy concerns 
or antiquated record-keeping 
systems.

Coburn got involved in the 
background check talks about two 
weeks ago and says a compromise 
could make it harder for dangerous 
people to acquire firearms. His 
participation could also help 
resolve related issues that have 
poisoned previous attempts to 
impose a universal background 
check system.

Participating senators declined 
to provide details of the talks. But 
people following the discussions 
say the talks have touched on:

—The types of family relatives 
who would be allowed to give guns 
to each other without a background 
check.

—Possibly exempting sales in 
remote areas.

—Whether to help some veterans 
who sought treatment for traumatic 
stress disorder—now often barred 
from getting firearms—become 
eligible to do so.

W&G
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From theEditor
The urge to fix things, to 

make them right, is basic human 
nature. From the ill-advised 
lunge for the spilling cup of hot 
coffee to the consoling hug to a 
contrite child, we try to correct 
mistakes and move forward.

But unintended consequences 
are possible, and even likely. As 
we instinctively reach out to right 
the cup of coffee, it’s possible to 
make matters worse—to ruin 
an antique tablecloth instead of 
a linoleum floor, or to burn the 
hand.

In the two months following 
the Newtown, CT, school 
shooting, there has been a lot 
of well-meaning lunging for 
solutions, for answers and for a 
surety that it won’t happen again.

We know, intellectually, that 
“never again” is impossible. 
The evidence is pretty clear: 
scientifically, historically and 
even intrinsically—we know that 
horror is repeatable.

Many of us in the gun rights 
community, myself included, 
have spent those weeks talking to 
others. Certainly I can’t remember 
an incident that provoked so 
many media calls, from around 
the world. I’ve also talked to 
friends and family about it and to 
other gunowners, notably at this 
year’s SHOT Show.

As editor of this magazine, 
some of the calls I get are slightly 
different than others fielded by 
Second Amendment Foundation 
staff. And I’m profoundly grateful 
that others, chiefly SAF Founder 
Alan Gottlieb, have taken on 

the really ugly media jobs, with 
appearances on Hardball and Piers 
Morgan Tonight, to name a few of 
the more prominent lion’s dens.

But in talking to media, even 
when the subject moves away from 
mass murder and on to women 
gunowners generally, there still 
seems to be a disconnect between 
what people know to be true and 
what they would like to be true. 

In this case most people know 
there was no law in place that 
would have stopped the carnage 
at Sandy Hook Elementary and 
that it is highly unlikely any new 
law, or set of laws, would have 
made a difference, either.

Short of door-to-door 
confiscation of all guns and an 
equally unworkable (and un-
American) incarceration of 
everyone even remotely suspected 
of being mentally unbalanced, 
the good and innocent will always 
be at the mercy of the criminal or 
the insane.

That does not mean that we 
can’t work for solutions that 
lessen the probabilities of such a 
horror being repeated, as long as 
we keep in mind that is the best 
we are doing.

At SHOT, any number of 
people, most who are in the 
firearms industry at some level, 
asked again and again, what can 
we do? And they also asked, what 
can we expect?

The Tuesday the show opened, 
attendees from New York were 
reeling from the passage of a 
draconian set of laws shoved 
through the legislature by Gov. 

Andrew Cuomo and his willing 
partners in the Assembly and 
Senate (See related news story in 
this issue).

That no one who voted for the 
law fully understood it and that 
a few arms were twisted pretty 
hard to accomplish it, is par for 
the course in politics, and in New 
York State in particular.

Cuomo is on record as having 
wanted to be “the first” to “do 
something about Sandy Hook,” 
and, while I am no fan of his, I 
give him credit for the intelligence 
to know he was doing neither.

The same might be said of Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein of California, 
who introduced a bill in the 
Senate with many of the same 
provisions that she knows—with 
absolute certainty—didn’t work 
when they were rammed through 
in the 1994 Crime Bill, the so-
called assault weapons portion of 
which sunset ten years later after 
proving only that it had no effect 
on crime or crime rates.

Now big city mayors, like New 
York’s Michael Bloomberg and 
Chicago’s Rahm Emmanuel want 
to bully firearms manufacturers 
out of business because they 
hold the power of the purse—
in the form of pension funds 
invested in private equity funds 
that are often invested, in part, 
in firearms businesses, and in 
forcing manufacturers to do their 
bidding or risk losing lucrative 
police contracts..

All of this reminds me of 
nothing so much as the classic 
short story, The Lottery, by 
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

Shirley Jackson.
First published in The New 

Yorker magazine in 1948, the 
story is still studied in school and 
anthologized 60 years after it was 
written.

Jackson’s story starts with 
preparations for the title lottery, in 
a small town, where we gradually 
meet most of the townspeople, 
including the Hutchinson family.

There’s a peculiar sense of 
foreboding about the event about 
to take place, but readers can’t 
quite put a finger on what it is.

The phrase “Lottery in June, 
corn will be heavy soon,” is 
repeated by townsfolk.

It is nearly at the end of the 
story that we learn what the 
lottery really is: families draw lots 
and the “winning” (or “losing”—
we don’t quite know at this point) 
family then draws lots until one 
person in the family is chosen.

The Hutchinson’s mother, 
Tessie, is the holder of the 
ultimate ticket, and she is then 
stoned to death by her fellow 
citizens, and even her immediate 
family.

The lottery of the title is 
revealed to be a quasi-religious 
sacrificial ritual that unites a 
group of people into a mob 
mentality that, even as it knows it 
is acting irrationally, goes ahead 
in hopes of a good corn harvest 
and because they have always 
done so.

It is a shocking and provocative 
story whose lasting power is its 
utter plausibility.

When Jackson wrote the story, 
lotteries were not as ubiquitous 
as they are now, with nearly 
every state having some sort of 
“dollar and a dream” scheme 
and many participating in multi-

state events like PowerBall and 
MegaMillions.

In addition to studying the 
mechanics of a well-crafted 
story, The Lottery is also used as 
a jumping off point for a larger, 
wider philosophical discussion. 
Idealistic high schoolers aver 
that they would never act that 
way, and that such an incident 
would be impossible in their 
communities.

But, history is replete with 
examples of “just following 
orders,” and similar phrases 
used to justify carnage, wars and 
genocide.

We are now faced with the 
specter of a different sort of 
lottery—no less superstitious, 
no less illogical and irrational, in 
which gunowners are sacrificed 
on an altar of “if it saves one life.”

Everyone in the country 
was horrified and sickened by 
Newtown, and gunowners were 
no exception. I nearly quoted 
Shylock’s famous “if you prick 
us, do we not bleed?” from 
Shakespeare a few times, but 
instead, when talking with 
reporters, stressed that we are all 
part of the community and no 
less parents, aunts, sisters, citizens 
because we are gunowners. 

In fact, gunowners have a lot to 
contribute to the debate, because 
we are already armed with facts. 
In talking to friends who are not 
gunowners, I was struck at how 
seriously misinformed otherwise 
intelligent people could be. 
Just because something is given 
a literal bad name (“assault 
weapons”), doesn’t mean it 
functions any differently than 
another gun. Just because “they’re 
so readily available,” doesn’t mean 
it’s true and just because “we 

have to do something” springs to 
everyone’s lips, doesn’t mean that 
“something” is the first thing—
the first lunge for the hot coffee 
cup—that comes to mind.

One non-gunowning friend 
said to me, “well, you have to 
admit the one thing all these 
incidents have in common is 
guns.”

To which, I said, yes, they did, 
but the most recent mass murders 
also had something else in 
common: isolated and damaged 
young men, most of whom were 
known to have had some sort 
of problem. That’s true in the 
Aurora movie theatre shooting, 
in the Virginia Tech shooting, 
and in the Arizona supermarket 
shooting that wounded former 
Rep. Gabrielle Giffords.

I also asked my friend if she 
was prepared for confiscation, 
and if she was, how she thought 
that would be accomplished.

Because, I pointed out, guns 
are generally pretty well made 
things, and the ones already 
legally owned would, with proper 
care, last several lifetimes.

I don’t know that I changed her 
mind, but I may have altered what 
her perception of “something” to 
be done was.

At that’s the point: if we don’t 
truly discuss issues, even big 
difficult issues, and bring to the 
discussion our expertise and 
our personal credibility, we are 
doomed to be either the one the 
rocks are thrown at or part of the 
mindless mob.
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LookSharp
Looking sharp is one thing, but 

being sharp, or having something 
sharp available is another. Here 
are two new products that help do 
both.

The name Izula comes from 
Peru where they call the meanest, 
nastiest ant of the jungle by the 
name “Isula,” also known as 
the Bullet Ant. The Bullet Ant 
is known to be independent, 
tough, light on its feet, and a real 
aggressive survivor—the Izula 
knife is built the same way.

 This knife is designed to be the 
perfect lightweight survival kit or 
concealed carry knife. The overall 
length is 6.25” with a blade length 
of 2.88,” with a flat grind. The 
Izula weighs 2 oz. and is available 
as the knife alone with injection 
molded ambidextrous sheath or 
in a kit which includes the sheath, 
paracord (for cord wrapping 
handle or use as a lanyard), cord 
lock, snap (for snapping system 
on to outdoor gear), split ring, 
fire flint, whistle, and instruction 
sheet. The MSRP for the knife 
and sheath is $84 and the kit 
is $107. The US made knife is 
available in pink, black, tan and 
olive drab. From eseeknives.com.

Lansky Sharpeners, a world 
leader in innovative sharpening 

technology, added another 
landmark to their ever expanding 
product line with the release 
of the new Blademedic™ 
Knife Sharpener, an all 
inclusive sharpening tool. The 
Blademedic™ was designed 
to be the first responder for 
all field repairs on all types of 
knife blades. Featuring four 
different sharpening elements 
in one small portable package, 
the Blademedic™ incorporates 
diamond, ceramic and whetstone 
material into one tool.

The compact design makes the 
Blademedic™ ideal for travel and 
outdoor use and gives users the 
ability to tackle any blade type 
and steel with ease. Carrying 
the Blademedic™ is like having 
an entire sharpening kit right in 
your pocket. With the ability to 
tackle regular or serrated blades, 
gut hooks and any number of 
other blades, the Blademedic™ 
Knife Sharpener utilizes each of 
its sharpening elements in any 
ideal combination.

The sharpening elements on the 
Blademedic™ Knife Sharpener 
include a Diamond Tapered 
Rod for fast reconditioning 
and material removal. Use 
the Diamond Tapered Rod to 

remove nicks and 
burs on machetes, 
axes and knives or 
to gently sharpen 
a hard to reach gut 
hook. The Tungsten 
Carbide Sharpener 
is ideal for lightning 
quick repairs and the 
Ceramic Sharpening 

Rods polish a finished edge 
in three or four strokes. Both 
the Tungsten Carbide and the 
Ceramic Sharpening Rods make 
quick work of small repairs and 
honing your favorite blade.  The 
Blademedic’s™ final sharpening 
element, the Serrated Knife 
Sharpener, is designed to get 
inside and repair even the 
smallest serrations and also 
functions as a small bench stone 
for your straight blades. This full 
sharpening system is small enough 
to fit in your change pocket and 
tough enough to handle even 
the most intense repairs. MSRP 
is $15.99 Visit lansky.com for 
the company’s entire line of 
sharpening products.
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UNIQUELY SMOOTH TRIGGER
HIGHLY MANAGEABLE RECOIL

Packed with the latest technological advances and features required by today’s

most demanding shooters, the Ruger® LCR® is the evolution of the revolver. The 

Ruger® LCR® is a lightweight, small-frame revolver with a uniquely smooth trigger

and highly manageable recoil. Available in four calibers, there is an LCR® for

every need – from personal protection to low cost practice at the range.

  THE RUGER
®

LCR
®

 IN .22
MAGNUM

22 LR 38 SPL +P 357 MAG

22 WMRF
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