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News

By Joseph P. Tartaro
SAF President

Six months after launching a 
national divestment campaign 
against manufacturers of so-
called assault weapons and “high-
capacity” ammunition magazines, 
New York City Public Advocate 
Bill de Blasio announced on July 
22 that eight hedge funds and 
money managers had completely 
divested their holdings in publicly 
traded gun and ammunition 
companies, to the tune of over 
$150 million.

In addition, his website 
(advocate.nyc.gov) claimed that 
14 more firms have scaled back 
their gun investments by 7.4 
million shares, or 27% of their 
holdings.

In the aftermath of the 
December 2012 Newtown, 
CT, school shootings, many of 
these hedge funds and money 
managers initially expanded 
their gun holdings, deBlasio 
claimed. But through an online 
hub at (WallStreetforChange.
com) and public protests, de 
Blasio mobilized pressure against 
investments that he said “sustained 
the gun industry’s status quo and 
helped fuel the National Rifle 
Association’s efforts to stall gun 
control legislation.”

SparrowMedia.net, the voice 
of an anti-gun group dedicated 

Under Civic Pressure to Divest,
Financiers Dump Gun Firm Stocks

to social change, identified two 
of the hedge funds which had 
at first invested millions in gun 
companies shortly after the Sandy 
Hook massacre, in anticipation of 
the increase in gun sales that later 
did occur. Both of the financial 
groups named—Owl Creek 
Asset Management and Impala 
Asset Management—were later 
listed by de Blasio as among those 
which had sold all their shares 
in response to his divestment 
campaign’s demands.

Wall Street for Change claims 
that de Blasio’s partners in the 
divestment campaign plan to 
build on this momentum and 
announce their next targets “in 
the coming weeks.”

The New York City-based 
divestment campaign is in addition 
to the one being conducted by 
public pension funds—the “Sandy 
Hook Principles”—managed by 
MSCI. That effort so far seems 
to have targeted foreign firearms-
related firms.

You might wonder, just who is de 
Blasio to push an anti-gun agenda 
more quietly than Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in the financial and 
media capital of the US? De Blasio, 
currently the Public Advocate 
for the City of New York, the 
city’s second-highest elected 
official after the mayor, is one of 
12 candidates in the Democrat 
primary to pick a candidate 

for the 2013 mayoral election. 
Not surprisingly, his political 
biography places him in close 
company with a number of other 
noted anti-gun politicians. During 
the Clinton Administration, he 
was appointed Regional Director 
for the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, under 
former Secretary Andrew Cuomo, 
now governor of New York. 
In 2000, he managed Hillary 
Clinton’s successful campaign for 
US Senate, and the next year he 
was elected to the New York City 
Council, representing District 39 
in Brooklyn. As we went to press, 
he had moved up in the polls 
following the implosion of former 
Rep. Anthony Weiner’s campaign. 

His July announcement reduces 
the number of hedge funds on 
his watch list to 14 and brings 
the number of targeted money 
managers to 21. Each of the 
firms listed by de Blasio holds 
shares in at least one of three 
publicly traded gun product 
manufacturers—Smith & Wesson 
Holding Company, Sturm, Ruger 
& Co., and Olin Corporation, 
manufacturer of Winchester 
ammunition. 

In spite of this divestment 
report, recent share prices for all 
three targeted companies have 
remained relatively stable during 
trading on the New York Stock 
Exchange.
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Meanwhile, state and municipal 
pensions funds have also been 
trying to pressure gun companies 
into adopting policies that 
would conform to gun control 
policies set forth by the Obama 
Administration.

Late last year, the public 
employee pension funds of 
California and New York 
pressured the private equity 
firm that owns Freedom Arms, 
Cerberus Capital, into putting 
the firearms manufacturing group 
valued between $750 and $950 
million up for sale. It appears now 
that was only the beginning of a 
program of threatened divestment 
that has now taken on an 
international dimension.

Firearms and ammunition 
manufacturers, distributors and 

retailers are being told what 
policies to follow in operating 
their businesses at the risk of 
losing both investors and access to 
credit.

That program is now in 
operation in Europe, but so far 
there is no evidence that it is being 
applied in the US in the same 
manner.

Guided by the “Sandy Hook 
Principles,” a divestment concept 
first announced on Jan. 14 by 
Philadelphia Mayor Michael 
Nutter, a member of Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns, over $100 
billion in pension funds can be 
used to drive public policy on 
guns. Little media notice was taken 
when the Sandy Hook Principles 
were adopted in January by the 
Philadelphia Board of Pensions 

& Retirement. Later in January, 
the Sandy Hook Principles were 
endorsed by the US Conference 
of Mayors, and still gained little 
media.

The Philadelphia pension board 
retained MSCI to administer the 
campaign and in a letter dated 
June 20, 2013, MSCI began 
reaching out to gun-related firms 
in Europe. The MSCI letter 
to foreign manufacturers tells 
companies that they will be given 
a chance to sign a letter pledging 
to follow a specified policy course 
before being listed as a Non-
Compliant Company. Once 
listed as such, pension funds and 
other investors will be advised 

Divestment Campaign
Continued	on	Page	43
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IL Lawmakers Override Veto; 
ISRA Seeks Immediate Carry
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

One day after anti-gun Illinois 
Gov. Pat Quinn suffered a major 
political defeat as lawmakers 
in Springfield voted to override 
his “amendatory veto” of court-
mandated concealed carry 
legislation, the Illinois State Rifle 
Association (ISRA) petitioned 
the court for a permanent 
injunction against enforcement 
of still-effective state gun laws 
that could put armed citizens at 
risk.

Essentially, the argument 
is that possession of a state 
Firearms Owner Identification 
(FOID) card should be all that 
is required for a law-abiding 
gunowner to carry a loaded 
defensive firearm peaceably 
under the state’s new legislation.

The veto override opened the 
way for Prairie State citizens to 
apply for concealed carry licenses, 
the result of a federal lawsuit 
filed by the Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) called Moore 
v. Madigan. A separate action, 
Shepard v. Madigan, was filed by 
the National Rifle Association 
and ISRA. 

Quinn had waited until almost 
the last minute to announce his 
amendatory veto package, which 
contained several provisions 
that had been debated and 
rejected during the legislative 
process. Lawmakers, including 
many Democrats from Southern 
Illinois, were having none of it. 

The House, without debate, 
voted 77-31 to reject Quinn’s 
significant changes to the law, 
announced in his veto message. 
Subsequently, following debate 
later in the day, the Senate voted 
41-17 to also override the veto.

For Quinn, the override 
could deal a major blow to his 
political future. He faces strong 
opposition in the primary race 
for governor from Bill Daley, 
brother of former Chicago Mayor 
Richard Daley, and according to 
the Chicago Tribune, his veto 
left downstate Democrats with 
the impression that their votes 
might not be as important as 
those in the Chicago area.

Immediately following the 
vote, SAF Executive Vice 
President Alan Gottlieb issued a 
statement “welcoming Illinois to 
the United States of America.” 
Until the override, Illinois 
remained the only state without 
some form of concealed carry.

“This is a significant victory 
for all Illinois citizens,” Gottlieb 
observed. “When the exercise 
of a civil right is denied to a 
segment of the population, 
everyone suffers because a right 
that appears only on paper is not 
a right at all.”

He chastised Quinn for his 
“ill-advised” veto move as an 
attempt to “rewrite the state’s 
concealed carry law to suit his 
personal anti-gun civil rights 
agenda.”

“While the new statute 
is not perfect,” Gottlieb 

acknowledged, “it is a huge step 
forward to comply with the 7th 
Circuit Court’s ruling in Moore 
v. Madigan.”

Chicago police officials were 
also trying to argue that the 
actual practice of concealed carry 
might have to wait for several 
months because “the process 
for reviewing applications 
is burdensome and costly,” 
according to the Chicago Sun-
Times. This was taken as a signal 
by gun rights activists that the 
police department was trying to 
put speed bumps in the road for 
concealed carry and delay things 
as long as possible.

But Gottlieb noted that, “If 
Gov. Quinn and other gun 
prohibitionists need to be 
dragged kicking and screaming 
into the 21st century, where all 
civil rights—including the right 
to bear arms—are recognized, 
that’s their fault.”

He accused Illinois anti-
gunners of trying to transpose 
the Second Amendment from 
a fundamental civil right to a 
heavily-regulated privilege.

“That’s not what the court 
ruling allowed,” he said.

The Seventh Circuit Court 
of Appeals had given the state 
six months to come up with a 
viable plan to allow concealed 
carry. Through a lengthy 
process, legislators came up 
with a compromise solution that 
did not satisfy everyone, but 
appeared to be a good first step.

W&G



September-October 2013   9

NUMEROUS FEATURES.
NOT ONE YOU’LL HAVE TO THINK ABOUT.

Welcome to the closest bond yet between hand and gun. Between grip 

and control. Between fit and performance. With three interchangeable 

palmswell grips including a new textured grip, and multiple 

ambidextrous features, the M&P Pro Series is truly tailored to you.

CRISP 4.5 POUND 
TRIGGER PULL

18 DEGREE GRIP ANGLE 

FRONT & REAR NOVAK 
OR NIGHT SIGHTS

FIND THE RIGHT M&P FOR YOU AT SMITH-WESSON.COM



10	 	 	 Women&Guns

Women&Guns

DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Do you have to warn someone 
before you pull the trigger? A 
“warning” sounds like such a nice 
idea. 

Think of a few of the places 
you might get warnings, and obey 
them. 

A flashing yellow light in the road 
warns you there is construction 
ahead, and you slow down. A 
change in a mole on your arm 
warns you of possible skin cancer, 
and you get to the dermatologist in 
time to have it safely removed. The 
nice State Police officer decides to 
give you a written warning instead 
of a speeding ticket, you are saved 
the cost of a ticket and increased 
insurance premiums, and you slow 
down.

The State Department issues a 
travel warning for the place you 
want to vacation, and you change 
your plans for that year. NOAA, 
the national weather service, 
warns of danger of severe weather 
where you are, so you stay inside 
and are prepared for the blizzard.

Think of a few places you get 

warnings, and don’t obey them. 
NOAA warns of tornado danger 

where you are, but your carry on 
your normal business, and there 
is no tornado, or it misses you 
entirely.

A Police Officer gives you a 
verbal warning about speeding, 
but as soon as his cruiser is out of 
sight, you resume your previous 
driving speed. 

You have some shortness of 
breath, but put off making an 
appointment with your doctor.

Think of a few of the places you 
give warnings, perhaps obeyed, 
perhaps not.

You warn an employee at work 
that their performance has been 
slipping, and they start to improve. 

You warn your teenagers that 
if they break curfew, you will 
confiscate their cell phones for a 
week, and they still don’t come 
home on time. 

You warn your spouse that you 
won’t tolerate another bout of 
infidelity. You are awaiting the 
future with both apprehension 
and resolve. 

So, some warnings are obeyed 
some are not. How does all this 
relate to the gun you have for 
personal protection? 

First of all, there are two ways 
you can warn someone, verbally 
and with a warning shot. Is either 
required? If not required, is either 
a good idea?

Let’s take verbal first. 
Do police have to give a verbal 

warning, like “Police! Don’t 

move!” before they shoot? Nope. 
Good modern police training will 
tell them that they may issue such 
a warning, but they don’t have 
to. Smart cops will verbally warn 
ONLY if they know there is time 
for them to do that, and a good 
chance that their subject will hear, 
understand, and obey. If someone 
is suddenly swinging a weapon in 
their direction, there is no time 
for a verbal warning, there is only 
time to shoot. Police can give a 
verbal warning, but they have no 
duty to do so. 

The same reasoning applies to 
private citizens. No law, as far 
as I know, requires you to give 
someone a verbal warning in a 
situation where you might be 
about to shoot them. But it is up to 
you. If you know there is enough 
time, and a good chance that 
your warning might be heeded, 
try it. The advantage is that, if he 
heeds your warning, he won’t get 
shot, and you won’t have to shoot 
anyone—a much better day for 
you both than the alternative.

Verbal warnings can be very 
varied, but should be short, 
unambiguous, and easy to 
practice. Things like, “Stop!” or 
“Don’t move!” or “Drop that 
weapon.”

Phrases like, “Stop, don’t come 
any closer!” or “Stop, or I’ll shoot!” 
are much too long, and give the 
guy a chance to complete his bad 
actions while you are still talking. 

If you issue such a warning, 
don’t expect it to be effective. 

Duty to Warn?
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Don’t expect that it won’t be, 
either. You have to be prepared for 
both compliance (you don’t have 
to shoot, just let him go or hold 
him and call the police) and non-
compliance (he continues to put 
you in mortal danger, so you must 
shoot). Like the spousal warning, 
it might or might not be effective, 
so you need to be prepared for 
either outcome.

What about warning shots? 
Here, police training is very clear. 
Police are taught never to shoot 
warning shots, and their standard 
operating procedures should make 
this clear.

Why not? Mightn’t a warning 
shot be more effective than a 
verbal warning? Why not at least 
try a warning shot if all else has 
failed? 

There are numerous reasons.
The warning shot must 

go somewhere, and you are 
responsible for that somewhere. 
If you take the time to find and 
focus on a safe spot for that round 
to land, your attacker can use that 
time to begin his attack on you. 

Even if you find the perfect safe 
spot for your warning shot to 
land, you might miss when you 
shoot that round, and you are still 
responsible for where it goes and 
what it does.

If your warning shot is lost 
and can’t be recovered after the 
altercation, your attacker can easily 
claim that you fired directly at him, 
not a warning shot, which puts you 
in even more legal trouble.

Firing a shot might be illegal 
where you are—too close to a 
school, too close to an occupied 
dwelling, within city limits, and 
so on. A shot that is clearly needed 
to protect your life might be 
explainable, but a warning shot can 

more easily be used against you.
If you have a revolver, you are 

using 1/5 or 1/6 of your small, 
precious stock of ammunition. 
You might need those rounds 
urgently elsewhere in the next few 
seconds.

Revolver or semi, you are giving 
your gun a chance to jam or 
malfunction just before you might 
really need it.

Justifying a warning shot can 
be tricky, or impossible. If you 
were in a situation so dangerous 
that you were entitled to shoot 
AT him, why didn’t you? If you 
were in a situation that did NOT 
entitle you to shoot at him, why 
were you pulling the trigger at 
all? A prosecutor can twist your 
warning shot into looking like 
an unprovoked attack, an over-
reaction, or some other thing that 
will make you look worse than the 
guy you were trying not to shoot.

Some bad guys just aren’t 
impressed with warning shots. 
See Susan Gonzalez’s story on 
the AWARE website about a 
woman who tried warning shots 
with home intruders, only to be 
ignored.

I often explain what private 
citizens should or shouldn’t do 
by looking at what police (not 
military folk) should or shouldn’t 
do in various circumstances. Why 
not look at military, too? Let’s take 
a brief digression there.

Military and police forces are 
both trained to use force up to 
and including lethal force. Both 
operate under strict “rules of 
engagement,” but their tactics are 
quite different.

Military procedure, for example, 
in many situations when about 
to face an enemy, is to issue one 
verbal warning, and then fire 
one warning shot. This is a way 
of signaling the enemy about the 
intended confrontation to come. 
The harmless warning shot can 
come from a cannon if you are 
on a ship or from a rifle if you are 
on the ground. Military warning 
shots are, unlike police ones, 
frequently fired, and are part of 
many military folk’s training and 
experience.

Unfortunately, that’s exactly the 
wrong thing for a militarily trained 

Defensive Strategies
Continued	on	Page	40
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Not long ago my younger 
daughter made an excellent point. 
She called from a vehicle where 
she was traveling with elderly 
relatives. They were on the way to 
one of the new breed of super saver 
grocery stores. They were lost in a 
nearby town and I quickly came up 
with the best instructions. These 
instructions included directions to 
the interstate highway. The reply 
was to the point. “Daddy, we aren’t 
taking the shortest route. They 
are afraid of the freeway.” I don’t 
blame them. While my blessed 
soul mate navigates this freeway 

Start Small 
to Stay in 
the Game

every day on her way to work, it 
isn’t something to be taken lightly. 
It is the most dangerous section 
of freeway in the state, if not 
the nation, by accident reports. 
Sometimes the correct path and 
the shortest for one isn’t the path 
for the other. The fastest route isn’t 
always the best. What is expedient 
for one would be discouraging to 
the other. 

Some people are afraid of 
guns—and not just the liberal 
gun grabbers by any means. Good 
folks with a clear head are leery 
of firearms. Some have had a bad 
experience with a well-meaning 
but unskilled coach. Others have 

been the foil for a deliberate low 
life prank. Handing a youngster 
or novice a 12-gauge shotgun 
or a Magnum revolver to fire as 
their first shooting experience is 
downright mean. After all, do 
we wish to encourage shooters 
or dissuade them? I picked up 
a few bruises learning to shoot 
heavy recoiling firearms but it was 
by choice. By the same choice I 
learned to avoid such eddies in my 
flesh with the proper technique. 
I try to pass this hard won 
information on to my brothers 
and sisters. 

When it comes to defensive 
firearms those who are leery 

It is important to have one-on-
one instruction with a good in-
structor. The student should 
have a good attitude as well. 
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of firearms often come to the 
realization that perhaps there is 
something to this self-defense 
thing. Often the rush to the 
gun shop is precipitated by a 
particularly heinous crime near 
their home. Some fear a particular 
threat; others arm themselves in 
the face of the preponderance of 
evidence concerning an active 
criminal element. They wish to 
keep their body and their dignity 
intact. Their possessions are also 
important but in the end it is the 
person that is most important. 

When training these individuals 
there are many considerations 
more important than the specific 
firearms choice. Convincing 
them to arm themselves and to 
get training is the first hurdle. 
With this logic squared away we 
move to firearms selection. I keep 
a number of quality .22 caliber 
firearms for training and more 
than a few shooters enjoy them so 
much they ask as to the viability 
of the .22 for personal defense. 

We have covered these firearms 

and tactics for their use previously. 
But here we will discuss other 
firearms as well. If for some 

reasons—financial, physical, or 
economic—we cannot obtain 
and master a large caliber firearm 
then there must be alternatives. 
And there are alternatives that 
are good ones. While I prefer 
.45 caliber handguns and the 
12-gauge shotgun, it would be 
foolish to state you cannot defend 
yourself well with other types and 
calibers. There are too many cases 
in which the smaller calibers have 
not only performed adequately 
they have saved the day. Any dog 
can bark, and the .22 has a bark to 
be reckoned with. So does the .32 
and the .410 shotgun. 

I have made this statement before 
and caught my share of flak. Flak 
is anti-aircraft fire simply flung 
into the air with a hope of hitting 
something. It isn’t often very 
accurate but enough of it will do 

Loading up .22s with Speer/CCI ammo—these magazines run dry 
quickly and the students are having a ball! 

This young student applied the basics, paid attention in class, and 
made a 100% score in qualification. That is all we can ask. 
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the job. I ignore flak and respond 
with logic and experience. Based 
upon my research and experience I 
would just as soon have a reliable 
.22 caliber handgun as any other 
below .38 Special. If I could not 
deploy at least a 9mm or a .38 
Special then the .22 would suit me 
as well as the various .32s and the 
.380 ACP ultra compact pistols. 
That is my opinion and it is backed 
up by considerable experience. 

The .22 and the .22 Magnum 
are less expensive than the small 
centerfires and as likely to do the 
business if properly used. The 
Taurus lightweight .22 revolvers, 
the Ruger .22/45 automatics, the 
Ruger SP 101 revolver, the Walther 
P 22 and the Browning Buckmark 
are among the reliable and useful 
handguns in .22 caliber. The 
new Colt Government Model .22 
seems to be much of the same, 
but I have less experience with 
this handgun. Results against 
felons when hit with the .22 are 
a mixed bunch but the same is 
true of the small bore centerfire 
calibers. With the .22 you may 
practice often and become a 
proficient shot. The rub is, due to 
its construction, the .22 cartridge 

isn’t as reliable in operation as the 
centerfire. With this in mind, I 
have explored the ever-popular 
.380 ACP. While not a first 
choice, with the modern loads—
the CorBon 88-grain DPX among 
the top loads—the .380 looks far 
more promising than ever. A super 
reliable and neat little handgun 
such as the Ruger LCP also tends 
to tip the scales in favor of the 
little guns. They are cute, they are 
fashion accessories and they may 
save your life. 

A much different dynamic exists 
when you move to the .22 caliber 
rifle. The rifle has a far better 
record of stopping criminals than 
the .22 pistol. It isn’t because of 
the increased velocity with the 
rifle barrel, at least not completely. 
It is because of accuracy. The .22 

rifle is a great home defender. I 
have in my database four one-shot 
stops with the .22 rifle including 

two fatalities DRT. (“Dead right 
there” in cop parlance.) In one 
instance a youngster shot two 
burglars, with one shot each, with 
excellent results. Another young 
man was assaulted and actually 
fled his own home but with a rifle 
in hand. The assailants pursued 
him. (They were not burglars, but 

would-be murderers.) He stopped 
two assailants with one .22 
caliber bullet each, although both 
survived. The superb handling of 
the rifle, the low recoil and the 
ability to make rapid follow up 

shots all add up to a formidable 
firearm. The .22 also has merit as 
an all around trainer and a small 
game and pest rifle as well. The 
top choice is the Ruger 10/22 
rifle. With the introduction of the 

This young student finds the 
author’s little nine-shot Rossi .22 
ideal for training purposes. 

(This student removed her eye 
protection for a moment to clear 
the perspiration from her eyes!) 
This young woman finds the 
.22 a great training aid. .22s are 
inexpensive and the author has 
worn one out in less than five 
years of practice! 

The Buffalo Bore .32 ACP load 
affords a fix to the main problem 
with the small calibers and that 
is a lack of penetration. This 
flat nose bullet offers good 
penetration. Expanding bullets 
are not always reliable in the 
short guns.

For maximizing the .380 ACP 
the CorBon DPX moves the 
little round to a different level of 
performance. 
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new Ruger 25 round magazine we 
finally have a reliable high capacity 
magazine that gives us an edge 
in a defensive encounter. Ruger 

offers a variation on the10/22 best 
described as a junior rifle. Not 
all shooters needing such a rifle 
are youths. Quite a few adults 
are limited in choices by their 
stature. The youth model with 
its shortened stock and sixteen 
inch barrel is an ideal fit for these 
shooters. One of my friends is a 
retired Army major. He is a little 
shorter than average with short 
arms as well. After attempting to 
handle standard firearms for most 
of his life he switched most of his 
long guns, including his hunting 
rifle, over to junior or youth 
models. He has never looked back. 

The youth model .410 shotgun 

also offers an alternative to 
the 12-gauge shotgun. I have 
researched this situation carefully 
and made several discoveries 

concerning the shotgun for 
personal defense. As an example, 
for those who simply cannot 
tolerate the recoil of 12-gauge 
buckshot some recommend 
birdshot. Light shot is OK 
for training as long as there is 
familiarization with buckshot 
loads to ensure the student can 
control buckshot. But 12-gauge 
birdshot only penetrates about 
six inches of water in testing- and 
less in gelatin. This makes light 
shot unacceptable in a personal 
defense setting. Heavy clothing or 
simply muscle and bone will stop 
birdshot, perhaps only angering 

Sources
Page 42

Bethany Tedder is instructing 
this shooter in marksmanship 
and handling. The .22 pistol 
makes things go smoothly and 
without distracting recoil. 

Note the definition of muscle in 
this students arms—she is doing 
things the right way! Tactical 
Solutions .22 on a Springfield 
frame is the training gun in use. 
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good home defender—but only 
with the heavy buckshot loads. 
.410 slugs are another option. The 
.410 Winchester slug will break 
up in about 12 inches of water. 
Despite the effect—and this 
109-grain slug shows about 1900 
fps in the Mossberg shotgun—the 
slug is also very easy to shoot and 
use well. Accuracy is excellent. 

In handguns, for those able to 
handle a larger firearm but those 
sensitive to recoil, the .38 Special 
offers interesting performance. 
Many shooters will purchase a 
small revolver and attempt to fire 
it with +P cartridges. The results 
are discouragement and even 
pain. They sometimes decide they 
need a small caliber such as one of 
the .32 caliber revolvers. I remain 
unimpressed by the .32 H&R 
Magnum and all variants of .32 
revolver. For small game of up to 
twenty-five pounds they are fine. 
They are not viable for personal 
defense. Let’s look at the .38 
Special. The .38 has more caliber 
and more mass which begins to 
add up to an adequate defensive 
caliber. There is little comparison 
between the track record of these 

the assailant. After all birdshot 
is made to take game so light it 
could be held in one hand. 

Buckshot is designed to take 
deer-sized game, and deer are 
about the size of a full grown 
human. A 12-gauge buckshot 
shell holds eight or nine buckshot 
balls depending upon the exact 
load. This charge will penetrate 
over twenty four inches of water 
per my testing, which equates to 
some eighteen inches of gelatin 
or more. Clearly this is adequate 
penetration for personal defense. 
A typical .410 bore shotgun shell 
may hold three buckshot balls of 
the same size as the 12-gauge. In 
other words, a third or so of the 
payload of the 12-guage. The 
fact is, however, that the .410 
has as much or more velocity 
and the buckshot loads penetrate 
just as much from the small 
gauge as the larger gauge—well 
over twenty inches. Given this 
performance the .410 buckshot 
load from a shotgun barrel is a 
viable home defense load. Yet 
the recoil exhibited is light. Per 
this research, the .410 full power 
buckshot load is an adequate to 

two calibers. The only reason 
anyone would logically choose the 
.32 is to lessen recoil. After all .32 
caliber ammunition is on average 
more expensive and more difficult 
to find that most other calibers. 
So, the lighter recoil is the only 
reason to choose a .32. The better 
choice—particularly if you already 
have a .38 on hand—is to load the 

Sometimes a big bore is the 
only choice, but we can go 
smart. Bobbie Ann Campbell is 
practicing sight alignment and 
trigger press with the Ruger .45 
in .45 Colt. 

This rifle looks formidable and 
it is—but the person behind 
the trigger is most important. 
The rifle is fitted with a CMMG 
.22 conversion and Black Dog 
magazines. It always works and 
works well. Loaded with the CCI 
Stinger it is a great field gun. 

While the author’s first choice isn’t a .32 ACP, BK Vernon and her 
Walther are a formidable combination. 
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.38 Special revolver with a lighter 
load. You will retain a bullet that 
starts out at .357 to .358 inches. 
The .32 starts out at .308 inches. 
Very few JHP .32 Magnum loads 
exhibit any expansion from the 
typical two-inch barrel and I also 
question whether they exhibit 
adequate penetration. The .38 
Special may be loaded with the 
148-grain wadcutter load to limit 
recoil. This load only travels at 
650 fps from a snub-nose revolver, 
but the blunt surface of the nose 
of the target wadcutter will cut a 
full caliber hole. This results in 
a loading that produces wound 
ballistics superior to anything of 
less than .38 caliber. The Black 
Hills 148-grain wadcutter is a 
very accurate load with gilt-edged 
accuracy. There are others of 

course and if you cannot tolerate 
.38 +P recoil go to a low power 
.38. Look at the math—148-
grains, .38 caliber. This is an 
old trick that will give you more 
confidence in your .38. 

If you really like the 1911 but 
not the recoil of the .45, then the 
9mm +P as in Cor Bon 125-grain 
JHP just may be the ticket. Even 
better—but harder to obtain 
ammo for—is the .357 Magnum-
like .38 Super. With 9mm recoil 
at a 100 fps advantage, the Super 
has a lot going for it. Recently my 
daughter mentioned the number 
of bear sightings while folks are 
hiking on certain trails. Well, the 
chances are slim but the possibility 
endless of getting attacked by a 
bear. The .44 Magnum is too 
much for a teenager and frankly 

a bit much for anyone that 
doesn’t practice with the beast 
on a monthly basis. But take the 
.45 Colt revolver and load it with 
the Buffalo Bore 255-grain load 
at 1000 fps and you have plenty 
of horsepower with a fraction 
of the recoil of a full power .44 
Magnum. Practice is needed but 
you will be able to control the 
piece much better. 

There are other smart moves 
for those wishing to avoid recoil. 
A heavier gun kicks less; a light 
gun with light loads might still 
prove effective. A handgun that 
kicks too much for the shooter is 
counter productive. Don’t work 
hard—work smart and you will 
be well prepared and enjoy your 
shooting more as well. 

W&G
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Sometimes necessity breeds all 
sorts of innovation, including 
new businesses. That’s what 
happened when Marna Tracy 
and her husband couldn’t find the 
tactical clothing they needed for 
a deployment. Tracy’s frustration 
fueled her determination to create 
a tactical supply company, which 
in turn became a busy and popular 
new gun store in the Tampa Bay, 
Florida area.

Tracy served in the Army 
in Korea, Georgia, and on a 
deployment to Kuwait until she 
was discharged in 2003; then she 
and her husband both became 

defense contractors and moved to 
the Tampa Bay area. Several years 
ago, Tracy’s husband received a 
voucher to purchase clothing for 
a planned deployment. When 
they went shopping, however, 
they couldn’t find what he needed 
locally.

“We went into a local store that 
carried that type of supplies and 
although they had some clothing 
they didn’t really understand us 
and what we needed,” she said. 
“My first thought was, ‘I can do 
better than that!’”

And just like that, she opened 
her own online tactical supply 
company. 

“I started on April 1, 2010, but 
I was working on my website and 

it took me a while to get it going,” 
Tracy said. “At that point I was 
doing special order only.” 

A year into the project, with 
strong special order sales, Tracy 
decided to start selling guns, just 
as a courtesy to her customers.

“I got my FFL in May of 2011,” 
she said. “At that point, the guns 
just took over.”

One of her first challenges, 
Tracy said, was the requirement 
that Hillsborough County has for 
FFLs that deal with customers: 
they must operate from a 
storefront. 

To meet that challenge, Tracy 
contacted Mark Serbu, the owner, 
designer and manufacturer of 
Serbu Firearms, also located in 

Army Vet Marna Tracy
Prepares New Life at Tampa Tactical

Marna Tracy does paperwork for customer Richard Marshall.

Women&Guns
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Tampa. Serbu rented Tracy space 
in his manufacturing facility, 
effectively providing a storefront 

for her to work from. Any time 
someone needed to transfer or 
purchase a firearm from her, 
Tracy would meet them at 
Serbu Firearms and conduct the 
associated paperwork there.

“Mark (Serbu) put up with me 
bringing people through his shop, 
and trying to keep my business 
out of his business,” she said. “We 
would work in the break room.”

It was just a matter of time 

before Tracy took the next step.
“Ultimately, people want to 

come touch the toys,” she said. 
“So I needed to get a regular store 
open. I was driving an hour each 
way from where I live to Serbu 
Firearms to go do a $25 transfer or 
sale, and if I wanted my business 
to grow, I needed to do something 
different.”

In late 2011, Tracy started 
looking for a place to open a store. 

After seeing and eliminating 
several locations in Tampa proper, 
she settled on a stand-alone 
location in Riverview, a bedroom 
community of Tampa, that’s close 
to where she lives.

“I looked at this space in early 
2012,” she said. “I got scared off 
from it because it’s a really big 
building and it had 23 windows, 
and I didn’t really know what I 
was going to get into with it. I 

Hats and gun cases for women in Tampa Tactical Supply.

Concealed carry options for 
women in Tampa Tactical Supply.

Food supply products are some 
of Marna Tracy’s preparedness 
gear.
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took a long time looking at other 
properties and I made an offer 
for a lease for a place just outside 
MacDill (MacDill Air Force 
Base in Tampa). They wanted 
too much money for that store, 
and it was way too small. I knew 
that 1200 square feet was too 
small and that I would outgrow 
it immediately.”

While she was looking for 
a location, Tracy still was 
working on her website, www.
tampatacticalsupply.com. Not 
all of that was voluntary; in the 
middle of searching, Tracy had a 
sudden health issue that kept her 
off her feet.

“I had a serious knee injury,” 
she said. “I took advantage of that 
time to put more than 10,000 of 
my products on my website. I did 
everything on the website myself 
except that I hired someone to 
write a script to integrate one of 
my distributor’s inventory with 

my inventory.”
Once she was back on her 

feet, Tracy looked at the stand-
alone location again and took the 
plunge.

“I put in an offer and the 
property owner was OK with it,” 
she said. “I started construction to 
remodel the space in November of 
2012 and my FFL and my business 

license transferred from Serbu 
Firearms to my new location in 
December.”

Once her licenses transferred, 
even during remodeling to make 
the building a friendly space for 
a gun store, Tracy was making 
substantial sales from her new 
location.

“I have a fairly robust e-mail 
distribution list of more than 
1300 people who have asked 
to be on my list,” she said. She 
would get in something new, tell 
them about it, and promptly sell 
out.

In January of this year, Tracy 
went to the SHOT Show in Las 
Vegas to stock her store. Even 
though she was planning for a 
February 1st opening, it didn’t 
quite work out that way.

“I was telling people, ‘I’m not 
quite open yet, but I’ve been 
doing business and I’ll help 
you,’” she said. “So I really had 
a soft opening. I stopped telling 
people that I wasn’t quite open 
yet sometime in April.”

Although she’s now fully open 
and in business, Tracy considers 
Tampa Tactical Supply a work in 
progress.

“Guns are fun and guns are 
great,” she said. “But I don’t want 
to only sell guns. Riverview has 
a very diverse population with 

very different interests. This area 
has a lot of military people who 
live here and work at MacDill 
(approximately 25 miles away). 
There also are a lot of old timers 
who have lived in this area all 
their lives and who farm. And 
as the political environment is 
changing, people’s way of living 

Tampa Tactical Supply keeps lots of targets in stock.

Marna Tracy discusses a rifle 
with a customer.
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is changing as well.”
Although Tracy already has had 

substantial business because of 
her military connections and the 
proximity of MacDill Air Force 
Base, she doesn’t want to develop 
a reputation for serving only the 
military. One of her goals is to 
meet the needs of her diverse 
community.

“I’d like to get more into 
reloading and preparedness gear,” 
she said. “If gun laws change, I 
don’t want to have such a tight 
business concept that it only works 
until the government changes how 
they handle guns.”

Originally from Arizona, Tracy 
said she appreciates the relaxed 
atmosphere that Florida also has 
about firearms. 

“It’s hard for me to imagine 
what would happen if I suddenly 
couldn’t do business as I have 
prepared to do,” she said. “Not 
all guns are on the chopping 
block, so if that happens I’ll have 
to drop back and punt, and say, 
‘This is what I can sell so I’ll 
emphasize that.’ My goal is to be 
prepared, and to take care now 
of the people who are interested 
in those types of guns, and to be 
available to customers who like 
the kinds of guns that may not 
be on the market any more if 
things change.”

Even in the short time she has 
been in business, Tracy said, 
she has seen what her customers 
purchase change as the political 
environment changes.

“I’m seeing more people buying 
prepper gear and getting into 
reloading because ammunition is 
so hard to get,” she said. “People 
are very concerned about what the 
government is going to do, and 
rightfully so.”

Besides her retail store, Tracy 
offers education for her customers 
and for the community. She is 
working on classroom space at 
the back of her store where she 
can hold classes of up to about 20 
people at a time.

“I’m offering concealed weapons 
classes, introduction to guns, 
handgun safety, and classes for 
women, and I’m going to rent 
out my space to instructors who 

want to teach classes such as those 
for more advanced skills or for 
security classes,” she said. “My 
classroom will be available for 
community service organizations 
as well.”

Behind the classroom, an area 
which is now a long skinny closet 
will become a one-lane shooting 
range for .22 firearms.

“I have to ‘earn’ the range,” 
Tracy said. “I need to clean all the 
stuff out of that space, and fortify 
the room cost effectively. What 
I don’t want to do is send my 

concealed weapons class students 
to another range for the shooting 
portion of their class. I don’t want 
to send them to my competition.”

Tracy also plans to offer a 
number of programs for women.

“I want women to feel 
comfortable shooting,” she said. 
“This still is very much a man’s 
world, and I want women to 
understand the piece of metal 
that they have in their hands. I 
want them to feel safe knowing 
how it operates and what it 
does, and that they can fire a 
gun with confidence to defend 
themselves. I want them to be 
able to hunt if they need to. I 
want them to know what to do 
with a weapon.”

As her inventory grows, Tracy 
intends to offer more products 
specifically for women.

“I want women to be 
comfortable and empowered to 
carry concealed,” she said. “I want 
them to feel that it’s just a normal 
and OK thing to do.”

Tracy said she has a big vision 
for her store.

“Five years from now I would 
like to have grown out of this 
building,” she said. “I want to 
earn my way into something that 
I own and that I’m not strapped 
for money to pay for. My husband 
would really like to have his own 
shooting range, where I handle 
the store and he handles the 
range. That way we don’t work 
together, because we really love 
each other and we want to keep 
it that way. I want to have a great 
store that’s not a monster store. I 
want neighborhood people to say, 
‘You know what? The people at 
Tampa Tactical Supply know my 
name.”

W&G

Marna Tracy plans to offer a 
number of programs for women 
at her new store. “I want women 
to feel comfortable shooting,” 
she said.
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Women&Guns

By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor

Once upon a time, when 
sabretooth cats stalked the wooly 
mammoth or thereabouts, I was 
a teenage kid just finishing high 
school and dating the man that I 
would someday marry. We liked 
to go plinking with our friends 
on weekends, especially with one 
buddy whose dad was the very 
proud owner of a 6-in. barreled 
Colt Python. This particular 
gentleman was also into loading 
his own custom ammo for said 
Python. Nothing pleased him 
more than to load up the cylinder 
of that big gun and mix in a few 
of his “hot” loads at random, then 
hand it to me to shoot. I’d hold 
that treasured shooting iron out at 
the end of my arms, pointed at the 
target, and squeeze off shots.

“Boom! Boom! WHOOM! 
Boom! WHOOM! WHOOM!”

All the while, something 

resembling mad cackling was 
going on behind me. The old man 
was all but capering in delight. 
Grinning ear to ear, I handed 
the revolver back to him. To this 
day, I don’t know whether he was 
trying to scare me or what was 
on his mind the first time he did 
that. All I know is after he saw my 
grin, he realized he had found a 
kid that appreciated that Python 
as much as he did.

Years went by and we lost touch 
with those friends, though Tom 
and I still loved to go shooting 
together, especially shooting 
handguns. In fact, for our second 
wedding anniversary, Tom bought 
me my first very own handgun, a 
Smith & Wesson Chief ’s Special. 
Since then, there have been many 
anniversaries and many guns. 
Still, from time to time, I would 
think back fondly to that Python 
and the fun we’d had shooting it.

When we decided to become 
serious students of the gun as a self 
defense tool, the Colt Python was 
no longer in production and we 
had moved on to semi-automatics 
for their practicality as tools of 
protection and training. Part of our 
requirement to become instructors 
at the Firearms Academy of Seattle 
was proficiency with the revolver, 
so we never lost touch with that 
aspect of handgunning. I found 
my little S&W J-frame to be a bit 
small for my tastes as a training 
tool. Tom had found himself a 
nice 4-in. Ruger GP100 to train 
with and I began casting my eye 
for something in a round gun that 
would appeal to me and be a bit 
larger.

On one particular pilgrimage 
to my favorite gun store, I was 
stunned to see, lying in the 
consignment sales case, a Colt 
Python with a 2-1/2 in. barrel. 

Project Python:
Beautiful Blast 
from 
the Past

Colt Python of author’s dreams.
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The Colt Royal Blue finish looked 
so rich and lovely. There was 
very little holster wear. Upon 
inspection, it appeared to be in 
good condition all around. The 
store owner said the owner was 
selling off a few guns for some 
extra money, but didn’t have a lot 
of information beyond that.

By this time, we had made 
the acquaintance of Grant 
Cunningham, a revolver smith 
of considerable skill, who had 
worked miracles on Tom’s Ruger 
and on another friend’s Smith & 
Wesson. Grant’s self-professed first 
love, though, was the Colt. I gave 
him a call and asked what to look 
for in the Colt Python I’d found 
to be sure it was the real deal and 
whether he thought the asking 
price was out of line. He gave 
me some tips on authentication 
and said, if it passed that test, 
he absolutely would buy it at the 
price. The Python passed and I 
snapped up what would become 
my new revolver.

Though Grant was a busy 
man with more projects than he 
wanted on his waiting list, he 
offered (with a glimmer in his eye) 
to work the gun over for me if I 
wanted him to. I shot the Python 
a few times and decided that there 

were a few things about it that I 
wanted to change. The trigger 
had the infamous Colt “stacking” 
at the end of the press. I wanted 
night sights for low light shooting. 
The factory grips were too thin 
to offer much recoil absorption 
when firing .357 magnum loads. 
I would have to find some that 
protected my hand better but 
were beautiful enough to fit the 
aesthetic of the gun. I gave Grant 
the OK to make my Python into a 
shooter’s gun. I’ve never been one 
to collect machinery just for the 
sake of having it. I want to use and 
enjoy it. Grant had the respect and 
love for the Colt Python to restore 
it and tweak it to my needs just as 
a custom car restoration specialist 
might work over a classic car to be 
true to its concept but more than 
it was originally.

Thus began my revolver project. 
The Colt Python is held in high 
esteem by revolver enthusiasts as 
Colt designed the gun to be of the 
highest quality in workmanship 

and accuracy. My Python, 
according to the serial number 
register on Colt’s website, was 
constructed late in the production 
run for 1965. That made it older 
than my experience with that first 
Python by a few years. I petitioned 
Colt’s Archive department for a 
history on my gun, filled out the 
paperwork and sent in my fee. As 
of yet, however, there has been no 
response from them.

A classic gun like the Colt Python 
is not always easy to find accessories 
for. Grant had a very difficult time 
finding night sights to fit. He 
finally got Tooltech Gunsights, 
the custom house for Trijicon, 
to construct some, though they 
were anything but inexpensive. I 
have yet to find the right custom 
holster to set it off perfectly. I did 
acquire a nice dropped and offset 
scabbard from Ted Blocker with 
a matching double speedloader 
holder for routine use until I 
find a dressier set. Some fishscale 
Hogue rosewood grips improved 

Grant Cunningham worked his magic on the 4-in. stainless Ruger 
GP100 (above) as well as the 1965 Colt Python (below).

Cunningham precisely chamfered 
the chambers and installed 
Tooltech night sights for author.
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the recoil absorption and looked 
very nice but not classic enough. 
Grant recommended Don Collins 
of Collinsgrips. Collins’ website 
showed a set of maple burl grips for 
the Python that appealed to me. 
They fit the gun perfectly, setting 
off the blued finish very well. 
They are oversized for my hand 
but substantive enough to help 
tame the recoil of .357 Magnum 
through a short-barreled revolver.

The gun returned from Grant 
much improved. The end play 
(amount the cylinder moved fore 
and aft in its mounting) was out 
of spec, so he replaced the ratchet 
with one that wasn’t battered by 
use and adjusted the fit of cylinder 
to frame to better than factory 
original tolerances. As seems 
too often to be the case with 
Pythons, the timing had become 
late through use, so he corrected 
that. He lightened the trigger 

from more than 12 lb. pressure 
to 9.5 lb. in double action mode 
and smoothed it considerably. He 
chamfered the chambers precisely 

to within .001 in. of each other 
to make reloading with a speed 
loader a bit easier. Chamfering 
is a slight beveling of the breech 
end of the chambers that acts 
much like a beveled magwell on a 
semi-automatic to aid in a smooth 

reload. He fitted the custom night 
sights to look like they belong 
on the gun as much as the stock 
sights did.

At the range, the gun felt 
much more manageable. Even 
158-gr. .357 magnum loads were 
controllable. The sights were 
easily adjusted for my preference. 
I purchased some Safariland 
speedloaders for it and it debuted 
at the FAS staff day revolver 
program. It made a positive 
impression on me and my co-
instructors. The accuracy, even in 
this snubbie version of the Python, 
lived up to expectation for a gun 
whose reputation was built on its 
ability to produce consistent shots 
to point of aim.

I still work mostly with semi-
automatic handguns. The Python 
accompanies me to beginning 
classes for demonstration of 
revolver technique to the students. 
Though it is too precious to carry 
for self-defense purposes or trust 
to the TSA for long distance travel, 
it doesn’t sit in the safe living the 
unused life of a collector’s piece. 
That is as it should be for such a 
fine machine.

As for Grant Cunningham, his 
waiting list is closed for revolver 
smithing at this time while he 
works to clear his backlog of jobs. 
Look for his books on Amazon: 
Defensive Revolver Fundamentals 
and Gun Digest Guide to 
Revolvers. Check his website, 
www.grantcunningham.com for 
blog entries and further insights 
into double-action revolvers or 
handgun training.

W&G

This dropped and offset belt scabbard and speedloader holder set 
from Ted Blocker works well on the range. Safariland speedloaders 
are available for the Python and make for quick reloads.

Maple burl grips from 
CollinsGrips add a rich, 
understated elegance and help 
absorb recoil.

Sources
Page 42
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Sponsored by the Citizens Committee for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms
and the Second Amendment Foundation

The Gun Rights Policy Conference, the premier event for gun 
rights activists, comes to Houston, Texas, this year.

Past GRPCs have outlined victory plans and made public the 
latest firearms rights trends. GRPC allows you a first-hand 

chance to hear movement leaders and make your voice heard.
Books, monographs and other materials, Saturday luncheon 

and Friday and Saturday evening receptions are free.
Other meals, travel and lodging are responsibility of attendees. 
Hotel rooms at the Marriott Hotel at the Intercontinental Air-
port are available at a special rate of $104 a night by calling 

1-800-627-7468 and mentioning GRPC.

Register today. 
Conference registration and other details will be 

confirmed by email.
2013 GRPC/12500 NE Tenth Place/Bellevue WA 98005

Phone (425) 454-7012/Fax (425) 451-3959 
or email GRPC2013@saf.org
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Every self-defense instructor 
has a favorite firearm, a distinct 
training philosophy, and a definite 
opinion about which guns are 
the best defensive weapons. 
Despite the number of firearms 
on the market and the inherent 
differences in personality and 
philosophy, when you talk to 
instructors you’ll find a certain 
similarity in the firearms they like 
for defensive guns.

So which firearms are the best 
defensive guns for women? Women 
& Guns asked five instructors 
which ones they like; the answers 
may surprise you.

Instructors Pick Top
Self-Defense Guns

Rob Pincus is owner of I.C.E. 
Training Company and the 
Managing Editor of Personal 
Defense Network. He doesn’t like 
the idea of pointing to specific 
firearms as “women’s” guns, and 
said that the same principles apply 
when you’re choosing a defensive 
firearm for a woman or a man, 
regardless of the gender of the 
shooter.

“Some guns are better for 
personal defense for all shooters 
to use, and after we segregate 
those away from all of the poorer 
choices, then the trick is to find 
one from that set of appropriate 
defensive guns that fits the 
particular person,” he said. 

When it comes to defining a 

group of firearms that he considers 
best for personal defense, Pincus 
said, he strongly recommends 
what he terms “modern striker 
fired guns” in 9mm.

“These are guns that have 
no manually operated external 
safeties that require any actions 
to fire the gun that aren’t going 
to be performed anyway,” he 
said. “For example, on any of the 
Glocks, you have to deactivate a 
mechanical trigger block, which 
is technically a manual safety, 
but you deactivate it incidental 
to positioning your finger on the 
trigger to fire a shot, so it doesn’t 
require an extra step.”

With a Springfield XD or 
XDM, he said, you deactivate 

Rob Pincus instructs his daughter Christina Pincus on the range. 
Photo courtesy of Rob Pincus.
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a grip safety, which also is an 
external manual safety, but 
it’s deactivated through the 
process of getting a proper grip 
on the gun. 

“Again, there’s not an extra 
step,” Pincus said. 

Besides Glock and the XD, 
the third firearm on Pincus’s 
recommended list is the Smith 
& Wesson M&P. He also 
occasionally recommends the 
Walther PPS for reasons of fit. 
Pincus said he doesn’t recommend 
a specific model name or number 
of any of the aforementioned guns 
because of fit.

“The exact size someone likes 
will vary with the person,” he 
said. “There’s no legitimate way 
to say what grip or barrel length 
is best for any individual shooter. 
Generally speaking, the XD 
series fits people with smaller 
hands and/or shorter fingers a 
little better than the other two 
options. The latest generation of 
Glock pistols and all of the M&Ps 
have interchangeable grips and 
adjustable grip sizes. This allows 
for a little customization to the 
shooter.”

Cathy Mulcahy is an NRA 
Certified Instructor and the owner 
of SafeShot Firearm Instruction, 
LLC in Fernandina Beach, FL. 

“I’m a big fan of the Sig Sauer 
P238, which is the .380,” she said. 
“It’s one pound and one ounce 
fully loaded with the extended 
magazine. I’m also a fan of the 
Smith & Wesson M&P Shield.”

Besides the Sig’s light weight, 
Mulcahy also likes its low recoil.

“The slide is easy to maneuver; 
anyone can get the slide back,” 
she said. “The magazine is easy to 
load, even for new shooters. The 
trigger is adjustable so that even 
women who are older and might 
have arthritis can use it.”

One thing shooters need to be 
aware of with the Sig, Mulcahy 
said, is the safety.

“If you’re aware of the 
controversy about safeties, you 
have to practice taking the safety 

Cathy Mulcahy with a female student. Photo courtesy of Cathy 
Mulcahy.
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One of the things Bieker likes 
about both revolvers is their 
simplicity.

“They’re especially good for a 
newer shooter,” she said. “They’re 
easy to maintain; the maintenance 
process is very simple. The 
functionality is simple, too, 
whether you’re using one at the 
range or in a self defense scenario. 

off,” she said. “Otherwise, if you 
draw it in self defense and don’t 
remember to take the safety off, 
it’s not going to work. Other 
than that, I think it’s a wonderful 
gun. It has night sights on it and 
the sights that are on it are good 
quality.”

Mulcahy said one of the things 
she likes about the Shield is its 

light weight.
“It also has very low recoil for 

a 9mm,” she said. “However, the 
recoil spring is very efficient and it’s 
hard to get the slide back, especially 
for someone who’s older.”

Rebecca Bieker, managing 
member at She’s A Pistol, LLC 
in Shawnee, KS, said many of 
her students have done well 
with traditional .38 Special 
revolvers.

“The Smith & Wesson 
Bodyguard has been a popular 
one for us,” she said. “Another one 
is the Ruger LCR. Both have been 
very popular for defense, especially 
for purse carry because they don’t 
have an exposed hammer.”

It’s pretty much pull the trigger 
and you should hit what you’re 
aiming at.”

The light weight of these 
revolvers, however, means they 
generate a significant amount of 
recoil.

“You have to be prepared for 
that and do the proper training, 
or it definitely will catch you 
off guard,” Bieker said. Other 
firearms Bieker likes for students 
are the Ruger LC9 and the 
Bodyguard .380.

“I like that the Bodyguard 
includes a laser,” she said. “That 
could be a great advantage in a low 
light scenario because it helps you 
acquire your target. You can add a 
laser onto the Ruger, or purchase 
it with a laser as well.”

The .380 gives shooters options, 
Bieker said.

“For someone who’s not 
comfortable with a 9mm, they 
can go to that .380,” she said. 

At H&H Shooting Sports 
Complex in Oklahoma City, OK, 
both Carmen Peterson and Zeke 

Rob Pincus with a gunshop employee shooting her choice of modern 
striker fired 9mm firearms. 

Shelley Sargent, Managing Editor of GunU magazine, getting a 
lesson in the use of one of today’s new semi-autos. Photo courtesy 
of Matt Rice/Blue Heron Communications.
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Ernst teach classes for 
women. Ernst said he 
recommends firearms 
based on frame size, 
not gender.

“In teaching 
women the proper 
techniques of 
shooting, I’ve found 
that there aren’t 
many things women 
have any trouble 
doing once they learn 
the right techniques 
to make things work,” he said. 
“Most women tend to favor semi-
automatics over revolvers because 
of the potential for capacity and 
for the ease of trigger pull; most 
revolvers tend to have a heavy 
first trigger pull, which causes 
accuracy to suffer. The new crop 
of lighter weight and somewhat 
smaller semi-automatics has 
become wildly popular versus 
revolvers. There’s a certain 
segment that still likes revolvers, 

but the new semi-
automatics are very 
popular.”

Peterson said she 
sees a difference in 
what different aged 
shooters choose.

“Most of the 
older ladies, if 
they have arthritis 
or carpal tunnel, 
will favor revolvers 
because they can’t 
pull the slide 
back on a semi-
automatic,” she 
said. “The younger 
shooters not only 
want a gun for 

self defense, they 
want a gun they 

can shoot on a 
regular basis, and 
they tend to prefer 
a semi-automatic 
for that. The f it is 
very important; they 
want a gun that f its 
them right.” Peterson 
said she recommends 
anything from 
a 9mm to a .45, 
depending on the 

Smith & Wesson M&P Bodyguards, revolver 
and semi-auto, one of the instructor’s top 
choices for a defensive handgun. Photo 
courtesy of Smith & Wesson.

Sig Sauer P238 was another top 
choice among instructors. Photo 
courtesy Sig Sauer.

shooter; women tend to skip 
over the .40 because it generates 
so much perceived recoil.

“In terms of specific guns, I 
would have to say the Sig P238 
and the Smith & Wesson Shield 
in 9mm,” she said. She also 
likes the Sig Sauer P938 and the 
Springfield XDS.

“One of the things we have 
to overcome when ladies 
f irst come in to shoot is 
their tendency to go for the 
smallest gun they see,” Ernst 
said. “There’s a common 
misconception that a smaller 
handgun will recoil less.” 
As women discover that the 
small guns have a lot of recoil, 
he said, they turn to larger 
f irearms that f it them better 
and are easier to manage.

“The Sig P938 has a very 
light recoil spring so it’s easy to 
manage,” he said. “The Shield in 
9mm is a smaller sized handgun, 
but the way it’s engineered is 
very manageable; it’s much more 
manageable than some of the 
other small guns.”

W&G

Springfield’s XD Subcompact was also a 
top pick of professionals. Photo courtesy 
Springfield Armory.
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

We hear a lot about knife 
collecting, knife sharpening 
and knife maintenance but little 
about knife handling. The way 
you handle a knife will keep you 
from getting cut with your own 
blade, mark you as a professional 
and perhaps even save your life. 
The defensive use of a knife is 
controversial but has been going 
on for a long, long time. The 
sharp stick has given way to the 
defensive folder and the folder is 

a tool we should all learn to use 
well if we deploy it. After all it 
isn’t like a gunfight in which the 
gun is drawn and aimed in a 
second or two. Rather, the knife is 

drawn and used at intimate range 
to stop a deadly attack. You have 
to be fast and sure in deploying 
this edged tool. The first step is 
to be completely familiar with the 
knife. Know how the handle is 
shaped, where the lock is and how 
it functions and where the finger 

supports are. Next decide where 
you are going to carry the knife. 
The position should be as low key 
as possible with as much of the 

knife concealed as possible. Keep 
the knife on the dominant hand 
side and be certain that the folder 
is in easy hand reach. A balance of 
access and retention is necessary. 
The knife should not fall out of 
the pocket easily and on the other 
hand the knife should be in a 

position where it may be drawn 
quickly and effectively. The 
pocket clip pioneered by Spyderco 
is a great carrying device, but 

Knives 
Back Up
Self Defense 
Options

The Raptor knife is an excellent backup for the Smith & Wesson .357

The Benchmade Contego is a heavy duty folder well worth its price. 
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sometimes it isn’t used to the 
greatest advantage. If you wish, 
the knife may be clipped into the 
waistband rather than carried in 
the pocket. Often this is more 
secure and a little faster. And you 
are not competing with keys, cash 
and coins for pocket space. 

While there are a number of 
carry positions that may suit the 
individual, the mode about 90% 
of you will use is pocket carry. Tip 
up or tip down, it will be in the 
right front pocket. 

Even in this case there is a right 
way and a wrong way. The knife 
should ride all of the way to the 
rear of the pocket. In this manner 
it is stabilized and will not slide 
about as it might at the front of 
the pocket. If you are in the dark 
or in a struggle you will be able to 
find your pocket, slide the thumb 
along the pocket, and index the 
knife and have your hand on 
it. Some with long arms like 
crossdraw and others are certain 
that they will carry the knife 
on the opposite of the gun, if a 
firearm is carried. As long as the 
person is skilled in drawing the 
knife from this position then that 
is what will matter. 

The term tip up or tip down 
carry simply means the knife tip 
will point down into the pocket 
or up towards the user when the 
folder is closed. I find tip up works 
best for me. I am able to access 
the folder, get a solid grip on the 
handle and use the geometry of the 
knife to open it quickly. Tip down 
is simply closer for me. You should 
give each an appraisal and decide 
which works for you. Just the 
same, I find the great majority of 
my students proceed more quickly 
with tip up carry. I have noted a 
number of students deploying 
knives with very discreet pocket 
clips. The clip attaches to the 
end of the knife handle and the 
knife rides deep in the pocket. I 
see this as unnecessary for most 
of my students. The draw into 
the pocket isn’t the fastest and I 

think that the balance of access 
and retention is compromised. 
Remember, the hand can slide in 
the pocket but it is easy to trap the 
hand in the pocket under stress. 
You are working on a very close 

time schedule in interpersonal 
combat and the deep pocket carry 
just isn’t ideal. 

Drawing the knife quickly means 
practice and the proper technique. 
The carry mode means much, but 

The Camillus Beast is a heavy 
duty folder well suited to 
outdoors use and personal 
defense. 

It is essential that your knife 
feature an efficient pocket clip 
for carrying. The Benchmade 
design is first class. 
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practice means significantly more. 
To draw the knife in practice, 
achieve smoothness first. Speed 
will come. Move the hand to the 
pocket with the thumb extended. 
The thumb extends behind the 
knife as the index finger presses 
the pocket clip. The knife is 
drawn straight upwards. Some 
flick the knife open in the air and 
others will stabilize the end of the 
handle against the leg. Stabilizing 
the handle is the best bet for early 
practice and certainly can work 
well. The thumb will contact the 
opening device, whether a stud or 
the Spyderco hole in the blade, 
and open the knife. 

You should practice often and 
try to quickly get a grip that has the 
thumb very close to the opening 
device as quickly as possible. With 
practice you will be able to draw 
the knife and open the blade as 

soon as the knife clears the pocket. 
Remember, smoothness before 
speed. It is quite possible to get 
behind the blade and cut yourself. 
The scar on my face was delivered 
by someone else, the one on my 
small finger of the right hand I 

earned learning to draw a blade. I 
occasionally see a student use the 
a method of opening the knife in 
which the blade is grasped rather 
than the handle and the knife is 
snapped open with a flick of the 

wrist. Some of them are very good 
but some have dropped the blade. 
At any rate, after opening you 
are holding the blade and have to 
move to the handle to grasp the 
knife. I prefer grasping the handle 
not the blade but some of these 
folks are very smart with this 
move. When using the standard 
opening sequence of drawing the 
knife and using the thumb to 
open the blade, those with short 
thumbs will have to adjust their 
motion to achieve real speed. 
Those with long fingers will pay 
more attention to grasping the 
handle. 

It goes without saying that 
attempting to deploy a cheap 
knife in a defensive situation 
would be a fool’s errand. A good 
lock is essential. Mid lock, axis 
lock or liner lock the lock must 
keep the blade locked open 
and secure. I test my knives by 
banging the back of the open and 
locked blade against my wooden 
desk. The lock must hold. There 
must be enough meat between 
the lock and the blade to keep the 
blade open during maneuvers. I 
am not prepared to state which 
lock is the best, but the Spyderco 
and Benchmade knives I deploy 
clearly work for me. 

When you address the need for a 
defensive knife you also must face 
the need for an opening device. 
A thumb nick just will not be 
reliable and fast enough. There 
have been various notches in the 
blade or other devices for opening 
the blade, and some work well, but 
often require the blade be moved 
against an object, most often our 
own garments or body. I prefer a 
more independent style of opening 
as exhibited by the Spyderco thumb 
hole design. The Spyderco thumb 

A Sideguard holster, .38 revolver, Buffalo Bore ammunition and the 
DuStar knife. Good kit for a dangerous world. 

The Spyderco Techno is an 
advanced design with many 
good features. 
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opening hole is the best choice 
for most of us in quickly opening 
the blade. I really appreciate 
these knives and use them often. 
Another type of opening device 
that is really a mechanism is the 
assisted opening blade. Kershaw in 
particular offers a number of blades 
with the assisted opening device. 
The assisted opener is simply a 
spring loaded device or kicker that 
releases when pressure is applied to 
opening the blade. They are not 
automatic knives by any means and 
they are legal in most jurisdictions. 

When deploying a knife they 
are certainly a lethal weapon, 
however, they are also another 
link in the chain of defense. I 
have stressed that they are useful 
in a worst case scenario when the 
attacker has already made body 
contact. They are useful when you 
cannot carry a handgun, but when 
you are carrying a handgun, the 
knife is very useful for handgun 
retention. If the attacker is 
attempting to gain control of your 
handgun a reactive slash across 
the offending limb will cause a 
retreat. Many criminals practice 
the rearward originating attack in 
which the felon will place one arm 
around your neck and go for your 
holstered handgun with the other. 
There is little defense against 
such an attack if pressure is on 
your windpipe and you have little 
leverage to defend your sidearm. 
Drawing the edged weapon and 

raking it across the forearm of 
the attacker is a reliable defensive 
tactic. There are other tactics that 
are well worth your attention but 
the bottom line is this—if you 
have not mastered basic knife 
handling you will not be able to 
execute these drills properly. 

A female perspective on knives 
is always useful but sometimes 
lacking. M. J. Lerch has designed 
one of the most useful and 
attractive knives of the decade. 
The Enticer features a unique 
lock that must be slightly twisted 
to one side to allow the blade to 

open. This is very important when 
the knife is carried close to the 
body or when the knife might be 
carried in a loose pocket. A folding 
knife must have a spring that will 
keep the blade closed while also 
allowing the knife to be quickly 
opened. The Enticer offers this 
option. The Enticer also features 
an excellent texture on the handle 
that allows good adhesion when 
the knife is used. The Enticer is 
a folding knife well worth your 
examination. It is light enough 
for every day carry but sharp and 

useful. 
The Shadow Tech Raptor is a 

useful knife that may be carried 
in a credible Kydex sheath. This 
is a heavy duty fixed blade knife 
by design if not dimension. The 
Raptor is a full tang design that 
allows a good grip and which 
features excellent handling. The 
powder coat finish will stand up 
to hard use. The Raptor does not 
feature a mechanism as a folding 
knife does and will serve well in 
personal defense.

The Shark Bite is light, 
affordable and purpose designed 

for personal defense. The upswept 
edge and high grind give the 
Shark Bite a lot of belly in the 
steel. The finger hole in the blade 
ensures that you will have good 
purchase when drawing the blade. 
The Shark Bite is about as scary 
as a real shark bite to the assailant 
and it certainly is designed to be 
effective. There is no mechanism 
and no pivot points to worry 
about. It will not break or run out 
of  bullets! 

W&G

The CRKT Enticer is an excellent lightweight folder for all around carry and defensive use. 

The aptly named Shark Bite.
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LegallySpeaking

Women&Guns

More Lessons 
From Boston
By Karen L. MacNutt
Contributing Editor

A number of lessons can be 
learned from the Boston Marathon 
bombings. 

1. All families, and all people 
traveling together, need an 
emergency plan. After the bombing 
in Boston, the government stopped 
cell phone service out of fear that 
a cell phone could be used to set 
off another explosion. Stopping 
service was appropriate, but it left 
thousands of people isolated from 
their friends, thereby adding to the 
anxiety of those who did not know 
if their loved ones had been hurt. 

When you travel with friends, 
have a plan of what to do if you 
are separated. Arrange to meet in a 
designated place, or leave a phone 
message with a designated person, 
or leave a written note at a specific 

place. It can be as simple as saying: 
“If we get separated, meet back at 
the car;” or “If our house catches 
on fire, meet at Mrs. Murphy’s;” 
or “If there is an emergency, 
leave a message with Uncle Joe.” 
Firefighters have died looking for 
people in burning buildings when 
those people had already left the 
building but did not tell anyone. 
A rule of emergency evacuation 
planning for businesses is that 
upon an evacuation order, all 
employees will go to a designated 
evacuation point and stay there 
until a head count is taken. All 
people must be accounted for. 
Your family should have an agreed 
place to go in an emergency so 
that others will know they are ok.

The need to be accounted 
for is also important in natural 
disasters. Having an agreed place 
to leave a note saying how you 
may be contacted, that you have 
survived, or where you are, can be 
very important to your family and 
for rescue teams looking through 
collapsed buildings. You may not 
rely upon the telephones working. 
Leaving a dated note in crayon 
(or something that will not easily 
wash away) on your door or on the 
walk in front of your home will 
help disaster relief teams as well as 
family members looking for you. 

2. Community safety is 
increased by public involvement. 
The hundreds of public safety 
officials at the Boston Marathon 
did not discover the plot before 
the bombs exploded. Any member 
of the public, however, could 
have frustrated the bombers by 
saying, “Hey mister, you forgot 

your bag.” The public needs to 
be aware of the potential danger 
posed by an abandoned box, 
bag, or other container. Do not 
leave bags unattended. If you see 
someone abandon a container, or 
you see that one has already been 
abandoned in a public place, report 
it to the authorities. It may be a 
bomb. Be alert to what is going on 
around you. Boston identified the 
bombing suspects quickly because 
thousands of everyday people sent 
their pictures of the Marathon to 
authorities. 

Involve your children in your 
emergency planning. Make sure 
they understand their obligations 
as a citizen to participate in 
community security and not be 
part of the problem.

3. Take a first aid course. Schools 
should teach first aid to children. 
If your child’s school does not, 
see if you can get a first aid 
course added to the curriculum 
or perhaps taught as part of a 
church program. People who had 
limbs blown off by the explosion 
in Boston were saved because 
a bystander properly applied a 
tourniquet. 

4. There is a darker side to law 
enforcement’s involvement with 
the Boston Bombing.

a) During the pursuit of the 
vehicle driven by the Tsarnaev 
brothers (the suspects in the 
bombing), police fired over 
250 rounds of .223 and 9mm 
ammunition from those “assault 
weapons” that the media likes to 
call “powerful.” The area of the 
chase is densely populated. Most 
homes are multi-family, wooden 
structures. The fact that no 
civilian bystanders were killed is 
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a testament to how underpowered 
most “assault weapon” type guns 
are.

No one has asked why the police 
fired so many shots in such a 
heavily congested area or why so 
few of those shots hit their target. 
Indeed, some reports suggest that 
officers ran out of ammunition.

b) One officer was killed, 
allegedly by the suspects, before 
the chase began. The officer had a 
holster with some kind of locking 
device that supposedly prevented 
an unauthorized person from 
taking the officer’s gun. No one 
has adequately questioned whether 
that “safety” device prevented the 
officer from getting his gun out 
quickly enough to save his own life.

c) The suspects had one gun. It 
was not acquired from any legal 
source because: 1) one suspect was 
too young to buy a gun legally; 2) 
the other suspect was disqualified 
from obtaining a Massachusetts 
license which was needed to 
legally own a gun; and 3) the 
gun is said to have had obliterated 
serial numbers. You can not 
legally buy a gun with obliterated 
numbers. There is no report that 
the ATF “recovered” the filed off 
numbers from the suspect’s gun 
to “trace” the gun. Gun collectors 
have been “recovering” altered 
or removed markings on guns 
for decades. The ATF should be 
aware of the process. Since the 
older brother was said to have sold 
drugs, he may have obtained the 
gun from the same people who 
provided him with drugs. That 

raises the question of whether 
this was a “Fast and Furious” gun 
that the ATF allowed to pass into 
the hands of organized crime. 
Numbers on a gun are obliterated 
to prevent it from being traced 
back to a registered source. There 
is no reason to do that on a stolen 
gun. The crime gun needs to be 
traced.

d) As the suspects had only 
one gun, it appears that law 
enforcement (federal, state and 
local) needed better firearms 
training. Not only could they not 
hit their target, there was a lack 
of fire control on the street. Law 
enforcement should never treat 
our cities as free fire zones. 

The suspect Tamerlan Tsarnaev, 
was killed when he was apparently 
run over by his brother Dzhokhar 
in the get-away car. Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev, eventually abandoned 
the car and hid in a boat. He was 
unarmed but the police had no way 
of knowing that. When a citizen 
reported the possibility that the 
suspect was hiding in a boat, there 
was a second free fire zone with 
officers riddling the boat with 
everything they had. There was no 
need for that. Either the police did 
not want to take the suspect alive, 
or there was insufficient control 
over the officers present. Clearly 
there was not enough concern for 
the safety of the public who lived 
in the neighborhood. The police 
had the suspect cornered. They 
could have waited the suspect 
out. The argument that they were 
afraid of more explosions is not an 

excuse. If they killed the suspect, 
they could not question him 
about other devices or suspects. 
The police need to develop better 
operating procedures for multi-
department involvement in public 
safety emergencies. There should 
be a clear understanding of who 
is in control of each part of the 
operation. There needs to be clear 
“rules of engagement, ” that state 
who can fire a gun and under 
what circumstances.

e) Once the suspect was in 
custody, the FBI wanted to throw 
away the Bill of Rights. They 
questioned the suspect Dzhokhar 
without giving him his Miranda 
rights or allowing him to have an 
attorney present. By doing that, 
they jeopardized the prosecution 
of Dzhokhar. They also gave 
aid and comfort to those who 
claim 1) this is all a government 
plot 2) that everything the FBI 
claims Dzhokhar said, is a lie, 
3) and/or any statement made 
was coerced. For a country that 
values human and civil rights, 
the FBI’s violating the spirit of 
our Constitution is wrong. They 
have done more violence to the 
United States, and have more 
endangered the American public, 
than did their suspect. By the 
time the questioning began, there 
was no longer an immediate need 
to obtain information for public 
safety. Given the man’s injuries, 
the questioning could easily be 
characterized as coerced.

f) Then there is the strange story of 
Ibragim Todashev. I am not a big fan 
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of conspiracy theories. Having spent 
28 years in the National Guard, 
I have no sympathy for terrorists. 
I am a passionate believer in the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
Those accused of the Marathon 
bombing should have a fair trial and 
be granted every civil right set out 
in the Constitution. The purpose 
of a trial is to determine if the 
person charged is really guilty. The 
gravity of the crime is not relevant 
to identifying who committed it. 
If, after a proper trial, someone is 
found guilty of planting a bomb on 
a crowded Boston street, then I have 
no problem with a pubic execution 
on Boston Common where all the 
people can chant, “God is good and 
justice has been done.” Before that, 
however, the Constitution must rule.

The President does not have the 

right to order the death of anyone 
who has not been convicted and 
sentenced by a court. The police 
do not have the right to kill people 
no matter how much they might 
think a person needs killing.

 Other than a court imposing 
a sentence after a trial, the only 
justification for taking a life is 
self defense in the case of a direct 
confrontation or by a soldier 
against an armed enemy during 
combat. Even in war you do not 
shoot unarmed soldiers who are 
not engaged in fighting. You take 
them prisoner. 

So who is Ibragim Todashev? We 
are told he was an acquaintance 
of the Boston bombing suspects. 
He lived in Florida where he 
was questioned by the FBI and 
two Massachusetts State Police 
Officers. Massachusetts police 
officers have no law enforcement 
powers in Florida. There has been 
no adequate explanation of why 
the local police were not present. 

What is strange about the Todashev 
story? After being questioned in his 
own home for apparently more than 
5 hours, he was shot dead by the FBI. 
Reports say there were six shots to 
the body and one to the head.

The FBI’s first story was that 
Ibragim was armed; then it was that 
he was not armed but charged the 
agent; then it was that he did not have 
a weapon but he was trying to get a 
weapon; then it was he was about to 
sign a confession to a triple murder. 
Whatever. Surrounded by three law 
enforcement officers in the confines 
of a room in a private house, it is hard 
to imagine that the agent needed to 
discharge 6 shots to the body and 
one to the head in self-defense. If 
you tried to convince a judge that 
you went to visit a neighbor and 
ended up shooting him six or seven 

times in self defense, you would be 
told that your story did not pass the 
“giggle test.” You would be arrested 
and charged with murder. 

Russia, Todashev’s country 
of nationality, is asking for an 
investigation. It is a sad day 
when Russia is concerned that 
the United States has murdered a 
witness to a political crime.

Why was Todashev being 
questioned for so long a time? 
The questioning was a thorough 
grilling. Why were agents at his 
home rather than an FBI office 
where the environment could be 
controlled, the suspect searched, 
and the questioning video taped? 
Perhaps the agent did not want his 
actions recorded. More directly, if 
Ibragim had been at an FBI office, 
he could have asked for a lawyer and 
the questioning would have had 
to stop. Because the questioning 
was at Ibragim’s home, the officers 
were not obliged to read him his 
Miranda Rights nor did Todashev 
have a right to have a lawyer present. 
Courts would not consider such 
questioning “custodial” so Miranda 
did not apply. All Todashev could 
do is to ask the officers to leave his 
home. If they refused, it was three 
big guys with guns, all of whom had 
training in hand to hand fighting, 
against one. 

Unless there is an emergency, such 
as a fire or someone is hurt or likely 
to be hurt, or you are reporting a 
crime or you are at the scene of a 
crime, you should never talk to the 
police without your lawyer being 
present. That is, you can say: the 
injured person is over there (or not 
here); the injured person was hit by a 
black truck; the man ran up Adams 
Street; I have not seen anyone in 
a pink hat; I have a picture in my 
phone of the man running out 

BUMPER STICKERS
Let the “Gun Grabbers”
know where you stand!
$1.00 each • 6/$5.00 • 25/$15

Visa • MC • S&H-$1.50

12500 NE Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 454-4911 
FAX (425) 451-3959

CITIZENS COMMITTEE for
the RIGHT to KEEP and 

BEAR ARMS

Fight Crime
Shoot Back

Beware of Dog
He Eats Everything I Shoot

A Lady With A Gun
Has More Fun

Crime Control
Not Gun Control

Guns Don’t Kill People
People Kill People

...and many more!
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home without his permission. 
Ibragim had the legal right to 
evict the officers, if they refused 
to leave upon being asked. Trying 
to manhandle an officer is never a 
smart thing to do even if it would 
be justified by the law under the 
circumstances. Ibragim’s death 
is suspicious. As the justice 
department is implicated, the 
President should appoint the 
Attorney General of Florida as 
a special federal prosecutor to 
investigate what happened.

The fact there might be a 
threat, the fact law enforcement 
is investigating a crime, is not 
justification for suspending the 
Bill of Rights. 

If we give up our basic values, the 
terrorists win. The people at the 
Boston Marathon were innocent 
of any conduct justifying someone 

trying to kill them. They were helpless 
in the face of those determined to 
blow them up. Being innocent and 
helpless is not a protection from bad 
things happening. 

The answer to evil is public 
vigilance. Not only vigilance as 
to those who would do physical 
violence to our communities, but 
also as to those who would do 
violence to our Constitutional 
Rights. To say that the motives 
of those in government are good, 
is no different from the terrorists 
saying they are killing people 
for God. Serious erosion of our 
civil rights and the growing 
“police state” culture among law 
enforcement was encouraged by 
Bush but has expanded under 
Obama. Congress needs to put a 
stop to it. 

W&G

of the bank; or such. If the police 
come to your door, however, and 
say they want to talk to you about 
something that you did in the past, 
then you want to ask them what 
they are investigating and tell them 
your lawyer has to be present. 

The Todashev incident has all 
the earmarks of officers trying 
to circumvent the Constitution. 
That is consistent with the FBI’s 
treatment of the suspect Dzhokhar 
Tsarnaev who, while in a hospital 
intensive care unit, was questioned 
for 16 hours without being allowed 
to speak to an attorney. The Justice 
Department saw nothing wrong 
with that. Their apologists even 
suggested that the suspect should 
not be entitled to any of the Bill of 
Rights, including a trial. 

As there was no warrant, officers 
had no right to be in Ibragim’s 
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

Uncle Richard said, “You are 
going to ruin this club.” He said 
it for the first time in 2006 when 
I first approached the South 
Berwick Rod and Gun Association 
with the idea of hosting a women’s 
introductory program. He has said 
it every time we have a women’s 
program, and every month when I 
give a report on what is happening 
with gun laws and related topics. 

He means “change it.” I did 
not set out to change the club. I 
did suggest that women would 
determine the future of guns in our 
country. Women comprise over 
half the population, women vote, 
and women are bombarded with 
anti-gun propaganda. For gun 
clubs to survive women need to be 
brought to our side of the divide.

Mean time, while he has focused 
his attention on my activities, Lois 
Kupersmith entered under his 
radar. The real architect of change 
not only went unnoticed by the 
guardian of the gates, she was 
embraced. 

Several years ago, I suggested 
that women come together to 
practice. (A Well-Regulated 
Ma-litia, Women & Guns, July/
August 2008) I placed a public-
service ad in the local paper and 
on-line news service announcing 
such a meeting at our club, and 
promising that there would be 
at least one other woman at the 
range. 

Lois Kupersmith was one of 
the first respondents. There were 

other women who had come to 
our Introducing Women to the 
Shooting Sports, and some wives 
of club members, but Lois had no 
connection to the club. 

She and her husband, Lee, 

own and operate NJM Gallery 
in Portsmouth, NH. In addition 
she is an artist, creating her own 
works. Small business couples do 
not have the luxury of spending 
time away from their shop together 
during extended work hours, 
so Lois was looking for a range 
where she would feel comfortable 
without her husband. She thought 
it would be fun meeting and 
hanging out with women who 
shared her interest in firearms. 

The meetings were set for 
Thursdays, one of the days the 
trap range is open to the public, 
thus assuring that non-members 
could get through the gate. It did 
not take long before all attendees 

Some of the women of the South Berwick Rod & Gun Club: from 
the left, Patty Glynn, Gina Semprini, Paula Dougherty, July Simpson, 
Lois Kupersmith and Sandra Jones.

At Home on the Range:
Lois Kupersmith of New Hampshire

Women&Guns
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including Lois joined the rod and 
gun club.

When winter took me north, 
Lois took on the responsibility of 
being the Woman-on-the-Range. 
She has remained so ever since. 
That is one of her finest qualities. 
When she sees something needs to 
be done, she does it. Lois warmly 
welcomes any woman who comes 
to the club. She aggressively 
encourages each one. She knows 
everyone! She coerces women who 
come to her shop to give shooting 
a try. 

Most of the daytime habitués 
are trap shooters. Although she 
had come to shoot her pistol, Lois 
soon became intrigued with their 
sport. They were thrilled, when 
she sought instruction, to create 
another addict. She became a 

formidable pigeon destroyer, as 
well as becoming totally immersed 
in the Thursday culture. 

In warm weather there is a tent 
over picnic tables adjacent to the 
trap range, where people gather 
before, after and between rounds. 
(Except for the cribbage players 
who hang out in the little trap 
shack.) Although the rifle and 
pistol ranges close at dark, there are 
lights on the trap range; eventually, 
everyone ends up there. And, 
when the shooting is done and 
the equipment is stored, most who 
are left proceed to the shack for 
adult beverages and conversation. 
Usually, someone would bring 
simple snacks, such as potato chips 
or crackers and cheese.

During the afternoon most of 
the men are retirees. After work 

hours a new crew arrives. Lee 
would come down after closing 
the gallery. The Kupersmiths are 
very social people, so they almost 
always stayed until the end. 
However, there was no dinner 
ready at home, since both of them 
were at the club. Chips did not 
suffice. The first major change was 
the introduction of the potluck 
supper. People began bringing 
real food. As the quantity and 
quality of food increased, so did 
the participants. 

Lois and Lee became more 
and more involved in the club’s 
functions. Lee is the webmaster. 
Lois is the NRA Representative 
ready to sign-up new members 
at almost every meeting. She 
began volunteering with the 
shotgun section of the women’s 
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Defensive Strategies
Continued	from	Page	11

person to do here at home, as one 
Iraq and Afghanistan veteran 
named Corey Thompson recently 
found out, when someone was 
trying to break into his home. 

“When I’m dealt with a stressful 
situation, ... it’s natural. I just jump 
into combat mode. I told him, 
‘I’m going to give you a warning 
shot’,” Thompson explained.

Thompson then followed his 
verbal warning with one warning 
shot from his AR-15 rifle into the 
ground. 

Faithful readers of this column 
know, first of all, that someone 
breaking into you home does not 
give you justification to use lethal 
force against them. They might 
be there to steal stuff, not to 
harm you. Only if you or another 
innocent person is in immediate 
and unavoidable jeopardy of death 
or grave bodily harm, can you use 

introduction program, soon after 
she learned to shoot trap.

Over the past year she has 
completed her NRA Pistol 
Instructor certification, and 
now teaches the NRA Home 
Firearm Safety Course on an 
almost monthly basis. This course 
qualifies as training for the Maine 
concealed carry permit. There 
has been an upsurge in people 
applying for these licenses, in 
addition to people who just want 
to keep themselves and family safe 
with firearms in their homes.

A couple years ago the 
Kupersmiths instituted holiday 
get-togethers at the trap shack. 
For people away from family 
during those times, the club 
became the ‘home’ at which to 
gather. It was not a big leap to 
bigger, more elaborate meals, for 
a fee. We have had pig roasts, and 
lobster bakes. The modest ticket 
price has generated a small profit. 
When it accumulates enough, 
Lee is planning to use it to buy a 
smoker.

The rod and gun association has 
recently done some upgrading and 
expansion. We have a new bigger, 
better Trap Shack complete with 
indoor restroom. We have a brand-
new much larger pistol range and 
berms. Those were improvements 
that would have happened 
regardless of the increased social 
aspect.

But the social aspect is what 
has changed most. For more and 
more people, the gun club has 
become a real club. The Thursday 
after-parties are rarely a few of the 
guys. Most often there are wives 
and mothers and children, most of 
whom have spent at least a little 
time on one or more of the ranges 
beforehand. Thursdays now begin 

with brunch.
At the last meeting, I couldn’t 

help kidding Richard about 
the number of women’s faces I 
saw when I was addressing the 
members. “I told you you would 
ruin the club,” he grumbled for 
the umpteenth time. “At least the 
new curtains aren’t pink.”

One of the recurring complaints 
I hear from women when I am 
traveling or on the Internet is 
the difficulty in being accepted 
in the “old boys” atmosphere 
of gun clubs. Thankfully, 
this is something I have never 
encountered, although I know 
I have felt a little apprehensive 
driving up the usually narrow 
windy road to a new club of 
strangers. I have yet to meet gun 

men who are not welcoming. 
There might be some teasing such 
as Uncle Richard likes to dish out, 
but when you are in your eighth 
decade as he is, you are entitled, 
and, besides, we know he really 
likes us. Men test each other, so 
being tested should be considered 
a compliment. It means you are 
being accepted as an equal.

If you would like to infiltrate your 
local club, try Lois’s technique. Be 
friendly, smile a lot, ask for help, 
enjoy what you do, take the effort 
to include newcomers, do the 
things you see need doing, and 
know that you will be accepted. 
Lois didn’t deliberately set out to 
change anything. She just made 
herself at home on the range. 

W&G

lethal force.
Thompson has been charged 

with several gun-related crimes, 
and of course his gun has been 
seized. I wish him well in the legal 
situation he is going to face, but 
that is what can happen when 
military procedures are followed 
at home.

Please, if anyone you know 
is a veteran home from Iraq, 
Afghanistan, or any other place 
where serious action has been 
going on, have a talk with them 
about what they should, and 
shouldn’t do at home in situations 
like this. Help them understand 
that what seems sensible and 
effective isn’t necessarily legal.

So, you have absolutely NO 
DUTY to warn someone that you 
are about to shoot them. Give a 
verbal warning, if circumstances 
are right, but don’t make warning 
shots part of your plan.

W&G
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SAF Petitions SCOTUS for
Review of MD Carry Case

the court of appeals “merely 
deferred to police declarations 
asserting that carrying handguns 
for self-defense—the exercise of 
the fundamental, enumerated 
right to bear arms—is socially 
undesirable.” 

Lower courts have come up 
with conflicting opinions about 
how far from someone’s front 
door the Second Amendment 
extends. Anti-gunners would 
have the narrowest interpretation 
become the law of the land, 
limiting the right to bear arms 
inside one’s home. In that case, 
gun rights advocates contend, the 
“right” to keep and bear arms is 
thus relegated to being a heavily-
regulated government privilege.

W&G

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) has petitioned 
the US Supreme Court for review 
of a Maryland case that could 
settle whether the right to keep 
and bear arms extends outside the 
home, and how much authority a 
state may exert in regulating that 
right.The case, known as Woollard 
v. Sheridan, challenges the Old 
Line State’s arbitrary permitting 
structure. Under Maryland’s law, 
a citizen must prove a “good and 
substantial reason” for wanting to 
carry a loaded firearm for personal 
protection outside the home. 

SAF originally challenged 
the law in 2010 on behalf of 
Maryland resident Raymond 
Woollard. When Federal District 
Judge Benson Everett Legg ruled 
in March 2012 in favor of the 
plaintiffs, he noted that “The 
Court finds that the right to bear 
arms is not limited to the home.”

“A citizen may not be required 
to offer a ‘good and substantial 
reason’ why he should be permitted 
to exercise his rights,” Judge Legg 
wrote. “The right’s existence is all 
the reason he needs.”

However, the state appealed and 
that court reversed Legg in March 
of this year. When SAF’s request 
for high court review became 
public, Maryland Attorney 
General Douglas Gansler said he 
would oppose the move, according 
to the Associated Press and the 
Daily Record.

The Supreme Court has been 
reluctant to take another Second 

Amendment case since its 2010 
McDonald ruling. SAF Executive 
Vice President Alan Gottlieb has 
indicated that carry outside the 
home is the “third leg” of what he 
sees as an effort to fully restore the 
Second Amendment right to keep 
and bear arms, which has been 
eroded gradually for decades by 
various regulatory schemes.

The Bellevue, WA-based 
foundation has filed more than 
20 federal lawsuits in various 
jurisdictions, challenging different 
gun laws on Second Amendment 
grounds, since winning the 
landmark case of McDonald v. 
City of Chicago that incorporated 
the Second Amendment to the 
states via the 14th Amendment.

Gottlieb was delighted last year 
with Judge Legg’s ruling, noting 
that the judge made it clear that 
“concealed carry statutes that 
are so discretionary in nature 
as to be arbitrary do not pass 
constitutional muster.” SAF has 
challenged similar laws in New 
York and New Jersey, and while 
losing so far, the group did win a 
major victory in Illinois by forcing 
that state to adopt, for the first 
time in its history, a mechanism 
by which citizens can obtain 
licenses to carry.

SAF is represented in the case 
by attorney Alan Gura, who 
argued both the McDonald and 
Heller cases before the high court, 
winning both and establishing 
that the Second Amendment 
protects and affirms an individual 
civil right to keep and bear arms. 

In his filing for Supreme 
Court review, Gura noted that 

Zins wins record
12th National
Pistol Title at Perry

Brian “Gunny” Zins of Girard, 
OH, won his 12th National 
Pistol title July 11-13 during the 
NRA’s National Rifle & Pistol 
Championships in Camp Perry, 
OH. Known by some as the 
runner-up on Season 2 of History 
Channel’s “Top Shot,” Zins’ 
twelfth title is twice as many as 
any other shooter in the history of 
the National Matches.

“I’m not done yet,” Zins 
explained. “I think I have a few 
more left in me.” NRA’s National 
Pistol Championship is divided 
into three separate categories; .22, 
Center Fire, and .45. Competitors 
fire 270 rounds over three days for 
a total possible score of 2700-270x.

Zins finished the 2013 
Championships with a total score 
of 2634-126x.

W&G
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ResourceDirectory
Sources for Small Caliber 
feature, Page 12

Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090, Dept. WG
Rapid City, SD 57709
Black-Hills.com

Browning
One Browning Place, Dept WG 
Morgan, UT 84050 
800-333-3288
Browning.com

Buffalo Bore Ammunition
406-745-2666
buffalobore.com

Colt
Colt’s Manufacturing Co, LLC
545 New Park Ave., Dept WG 
West Hartford, CT, 06110
800-962-2658
Coltsmfg.com

CorBon Ammunition
Dakota Ammo, Inc. & Glaser, LLC
1311 Industry Rd., Dept WG
Sturgis, SD 57785
800-626-7266
corbon.com

Mossberg
O.F. Mossberg & Sons, Inc. 
7 Grasso Ave., Dept WG
North Haven, CT 06473
800-363-3555
Mossberg.com

Ruger Firearms
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.
1 Lacey Place, Dept WG
Southport, CT 06890
ruger.com

Smith & Wesson
2100 Roosevelt Ave., Dept. WG
Springfield MA 01104
800-331-0852
smith-wesson.com

Speer Bullets
2299 Snake River Ave., 
Dept. WG
Lewiston ID 83501
866-286-7436
speer-bullets.com

Tactical Solutions
2772 S. Victory View Way, 
Dept WG
Boise, ID 83709
866-333-9901
tacticalsol.com

Walther Arms, Inc.
7700 Chad Colley Blvd., 
Dept. WG
Fort Smith, AR 72916
Waltherarms.com

Contacts and Sources for Colt 
Remake feature, Page 23

Colts Manufacturing, LLC
coltsmfg.com

Grant Cunningham 
grantcunningham.com

Sturm, Ruger & Co. Inc.
ruger.com

Smith & Wesson
smith-wesson.com

CollinsCraft Grips
Decgrip@aol.com

Hogue Incorporated USA
hogueinc.com

Tooltech Gunsights
tooltechgunsight.com

Safariland 
safariland.com

Ted Blocker Holsters
tedblockerholsters.com

Firearms Academy of Seattle
firearmsacademy.com

Sources for Instructors Pick 
Handguns feature, Page 
26.

Cathy Mulcahy
Safeshot Firearm Instruction, 
LLC
904-583-2138
safeshot@bellsouth.net 
safeshotfirearminstruction.com

Rebecca Bieker
She’s a Pistol, LLC
5725 Nieman Road
Suite C, Dept. WG
Shawnee, KS 66203
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913-248-3288
shesapistol.com

Rob Pincus
I.C.E. Training Company
855-468-4789
rob@icetraining.us 
icetraining.us

Resources for Knives feature, 
Page 30

Camillus 
60 Round Hill Road, Dept WG 
Fairfield, CT 06824
877-412-7467
camillusknives.com

CRKT
Columbia River Knife & Tool 
18348 SW 126th Place, Dept WG 
Tualatin, OR 97062
800-891-3100
crkt.com

Dustar Knives
dustar-knife.com

Kershaw Knives
KAI USA LTD. 
18600 SW Teton Ave., Dept WG 
Tualatin, Oregon 97062
800-325-2891
kershaw.kaiusaltd.com

SCAR Blades 
150 S. Corner Ave. Dept. WG 
Idaho Falls, ID 83402
scarblades.com

Shadow Tech
4969 Red Bank Rd., Dept WG
Galena, OH 43021
stknives.com

Spyderco
820 Spyderco Way, Dept WG 
Golden, CO 80403 
800-828-1925
spyderco.com

to withdraw any investment in 
the company and deny access to 
future sources of credit.

The MSCI letter spells out 
the consequences of a gun-or 
ammunition related company that 
fails to adopt the principles.

“If your company is a Covered 
Company and declines to sign 
and abide by the Principles, then 
your company will be placed on a 
Non-Compliant Companies List. 
The Board will be prohibited from 
investing in your company and will 

Divestment Campaign
Continued	from	Page	7

commence a process of divesting 
itself of all current investments in 
your company. Your company will 
remain ineligible for investment 
by the Board unless and until your 
company signs the Principles.” 

The Sandy Hook Principles 
were modeled after the Sullivan 
Principles, originally developed 
in 1977 by the Reverend Dr. 
Leon H. Sullivan of Philadelphia’s 
Opportunities Industrialization 
Centers (OIC) of America, in 
order to promote desegregation 
and equal rights during the 
apartheid regime in South Africa.

W&G 

The public advocate for the City 
of New York has told the Second 
Amendment Foundation that it will 
need additional time to comply with a 
Freedom of Information Law request 
seeking documents and records 
related to Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns and “communications with 
gun control advocacy organizations.”

The files, which initially were 
to have been provided by July 26 
will now, according to a letter from 
Calvin J. Rodman, records access 
officer for the city, be provided by 
Aug. 9.

SAF Special Projects Director 
Philip Watson said this is 
encouraging news for two reasons. 
First, he explained, it means the city 
is responding to the SAF request 
and second, it indicates there 
may be a considerable amount of 
information about the city’s dealings 
with MAIG.

SAF made the request in 
cooperation with the Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms, and Tom Gresham, 
host of the nationally-syndicated 

“Gun Talk.”
“It was bad enough to learn via CBS 

News that the MAIG website was 
being hosted on a city-owned server, 
and administered by city employees,” 
said SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan Gottlieb, “but it also 
appears that a special counselor in 
the mayor’s office was sent to lobby 
in Nevada on behalf of MAIG’s gun 
control agenda.”

The New York Post and Politico 
both published reports last month 
that Mayor Bloomberg sent 
counselor Christopher Kocher to 
Nevada, and that in an apparent 
attempt to conceal who he worked 
for, Kocher reportedly removed 
his City Hall e-mail address from 
the state of Nevada lobbying-
registration Web site.

SAF founder and Executive 
Vice President Alan Gottlieb is 
disappointed the city could not 
meet its own original deadline, but 
with the prospect of getting all of 
the information requested, “I can 
be a little more patient.”

W&G

NYC Asks For More Time to Turn Over 
MAIG Documents, Says SAF
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declined to charge George 
Zimmerman for shooting and 
killing Trayvon Martin on 
the night of Feb 26, 2012, in 
Sanford, FL. That cost the 
chief of police his job. The case 
was turned over to the State 
Attorney, who announces on 
Mar. 20 that a grand jury would 
be empanelled for the case. 
By Apr. 9, the state attorney, 
in charge of the case, Angela 
Corey, said that there will be no 
grand jury and on Apr. 11 she 
announced that Zimmerman 
will be charged with second 
degree murder.

In the six weeks between the 
shooting and the filing of the 
charges against Zimmerman, 
friends and family of both 
Martin and Zimmerman grant 
interviews. Several rallies are 
held in and around Sanford 
to press for an indictment. 
The director Spike Lee tweets 
Zimmerman’s address, only to 
have to retract since he tweeted 
the wrong address. Florida’s 
Republican governor, Rick 
Perry, announces a task force 
to study the state’s “Stand Your 
Ground Law.” The President 
of the United States weighs in 
publicly on the case, saying the 
nation should do some “soul 
searching to figure out how 
something like this happens.”

Also in this time period, 
both the FBI and Justice 
Department say they are 
opening investigations into 
the case. Martin’s family press 

Ready for another twelve 
hundred words on the George 
Zimmerman case?

Yeah, me neither.
But I do have a couple of 

thoughts to share, and then 
maybe we can all move on. 
For better or worse, this case 
has a number of lessons and 
implications for gunowners.

In hindsight, it is interesting to 
me that one case can capture the 
media’s attention, and therefore 
everyone else’s, either because 
they become engrossed in it or 
because people are effectively 
held hostage to whatever “Big 
Story” the media decides. 

Most people are just not as 
keenly interested as the cadre 
of professional “experts,” show 
hosts, and assorted politicians 
and freelance demagogues eager 
for any face time. But with the 
media’s new found inability to 
focus on more than one item at a 
time, everyone else is just stuck 
with the Big Story, complete 
with portentous theme music.

A check of most major 
daily newspapers will net at 
minimum, a story a week that 
could fit the rough outline of 
the Zimmerman case, but pre-
Zimmerman, would not get 
much attention beyond a little 
play on local talk radio and a 
follow up news story when the 
district attorney or the grand 
jury decides not to proceed with 
the case. 

It’s important to remember 
that, originally, the police 

for an indictment and ask the 
police to release the 911 tapes 
of the incident, which they do 
on Mar. 16. Partial video begins 
appearing of Zimmerman in 
police custody the night of the 
shooting.

Zimmerman makes his first 
appearance in court the next 
day and on Apr. 23 is out on a 
$150,000 bond, and fitted with 
a GPS monitoring device.

On May 17, police release 183 
pages of documents relating to 
the case, together with audio 
and video of Martin at the 7-11 
the night of the shooting. A few 
days later, they release video 
of Zimmerman at the Sanford 
police station three days after 
the shooting.

In June, the bond is revoked 
after prosecutors argue that 
Zimmerman had more money 
than previously disclosed. 
Just under a month later, 
Zimmerman is again released, 
this time on a million dollar 
bond. Zimmerman does his 
first interview, with Fox’s Sean 
Hannity.

August is f illed with legal 
maneuvers on both sides, 
including a defense request—
later granted—that the original 
judge be recused.

In Nov., Gov. Perry’s Task 
Force recommends that there 
be no sweeping changes in the 
state’s “Stand Your Ground 
law.” 

To mark the anniversary of 
the shooting in February of this 

From theEditor
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year, rallies are held in Florida 
and Martin’s parents attend one 
in New York City.

On June 20, a jury of six 
women are selected. The media 
reports that 5 of the women are 
white, five are married with 
children and two had recently 
moved to Florida from the 
Midwest. Florida law requires a 
jury of 12 only in capital cases. 
Four alternates are also chosen. 
Jury selection takes nine days.

On June 24 the trial opens, 
and on July 12 the case is sent to 
the jury, who have heard all the 
testimony and received a 27-page 
jury instruction, approved by the 
judge, prosecution and defense.

The next day, the jury brings 
back a Not Guilty verdict.

During the trial, the media 
continues its fascination with 
the case—most of the cable 
news outlets now have nightly 
“Zimmerman Trial” programs, 
which show footage of the trial 
and parse meanings with panels 
of experts. The verdict brings 
more media and concerns about 
potential violence, which is 
mostly ungrounded, despite 
increasingly hot rhetoric.

The first of the jury members 
is interviewed on television, 
saying that they did not think 
the prosecution proved the 2nd 
degree murder charge. A second 
juror reveals that the jury was 
initially split, but came to agree 
the state did not prove its charges.

What about those lessons 
and implications I mentioned 

earlier?
Well, chief among them 

should be that, unlike one hour 
television shows, trials are long 
drawn out affairs. It was 18 
months between the shooting 
and Zimmerman’s acquittal. 
They are also a lot more 
complicated than people not 
involved in the “law and order” 
process realize. And the process 
is grueling—taking a toll on 
finances and family, as well as 
the defendant.

While I tried not to watch 
too much television coverage of 
either the trial or its aftermath, 
it was impossible to avoid 
completely.

One night on MSNBC, host 
Lawrence O’Donnell sniffed 
about “the quality” of the 
jurors and rethinking universal 
service, clearly implying that 
a jury of television pundits 
would have come to a different 
verdict. Perhaps the pundit jury 
wouldn’t have paid attention 
to all the instructions to be 
impartial, perhaps they would 
not have paid attention to the 
actual witnesses—in full, and 
not just in clips, perhaps they 
wouldn’t have paid attention 
to the summations by defense 
and prosecution, and perhaps, 
as well, they wouldn’t have paid 
attention to the 27-pages of jury 
instructions.

As we have seen in various 
trials of the century for the last 
20 years or so, juries often act 
differently than anticipated, 

sometimes shockingly so, but 
the jury system works precisely 
because of that, and no amount 
of “shoulda-coulda-woulda” 
by people who did not put 
the same effort as the jury in, 
should question it. 

The hue and cry about 
the Zimmerman case has 
largely settled down—even 
the President and Attorney 
General who seemed unable 
to resist the spotlight in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
verdict have gone silent. Singer 
Stevie Wonder who announced 
he would boycott the state of 
Florida until it repealed its 
“Stand Your Ground” law, was 
met with mostly shrugs, as was 
a moveon.org online drive to 
encourage a similar boycott by 
conventioneers.

That the “Stand Your 
Ground” law was never an 
issue in the trial—the defense 
waived its claim to a hearing on 
it—seems to have been lost on 
the pundits and celebrities and 
activists. 

It’s really too bad that the 
stated intention of the media—
illumination and the stated 
intention of activists—justice—
were lost in this case.

It’s too bad, but it’s not too 
surprising.
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One of the largest Women on Target (WoT) events 
held nationwide is held at Coon Creek Trap & Skeet 
Club in Lincoln, CA, in early summer. This year’s 
event was held on June 22. The WoT is a program 
of the National Rifle Association designed to 
introduce women to the shooting sports. The Coon 
Creek event focuses on shotguns. According to 
clinic director Patricia McLelland-Merydith: “Some 
of these participants have never been to a gun club 
or held a shotgun. I want these women to want to 
continue in shooting sports so I try to make their first 
experience as good as possible. Participants find a 
clean club with patriotic decor, and banners from 
my sponsors. I emphasize gun safety and etiquette, 
provide the women with one-on-one instruction with 

many volunteer coaches, and enjoy their company during homemade breakfast and lunch. A local nursery 
usually provides flowers for each lady, and all participants and volunteers take home gifts from sponsors.” 
According to McLelland-Merydith, “Clinic participants share with each other why they are attending Women 
On Target. Women say learning to shoot a shotgun is on their bucket list; they just got married and want to 
go hunting with their husband; they want to learn to shoot different kinds of firearms; they want to share the 
clinic experience with their mother/daughter, sisters, best friend, etc.”

Hundreds of professional and amateur pistoleros 
from a broad spectrum of shooting sports traveled 
from North America, Europe and Japan to compete 
in the 2013 Steel Challenge World Speed Shooting 
Championships in Frostproof, FL, in July. Unlike 
other shooting sports, the Steel Challenge World 
Shoot is all about speed and mechanics, lending 
itself to the notion of setting and breaking speed 
records. Brooke Sevigny of Team FN (shown 
here) did well at the event sponsored by the Steel 
Challenge Shooting Association (SCSA). She 
earned the title of 3rd Lady in the rimfire division. 
Steel shooting challenges the competitor to draw 
from a holster and shoot accurately at maximum 
speed. Differing from practical shooting, each 

stage at a Steel Challenge match asks a competitor to shoot five steel targets arranged in a pattern, with 
a designated stop plate that must be shot last. The competitors are timed with the lowest cumulative time 
crowned the victor. In the 2013 championships, Max Michel of Team Sig-Sauer, finished first, breaking 
record times in six different heats. To learn more about Steel Shooting, visit their website at: scsa.org.

Speed is Key to World Steel Challenge

Fun and Sorority at Women on Target Event in California
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Only one thing matters 
when it MATTERS MOST.

  THE RUGER ® LCR ®

 
  T H E  B E S T  D O U B L E - A C T I O N  R E V O LV E R  T R I G G E R  P U L L  I N  T H E  W O R L D.

We believe the LCR® has the best factory double-action trigger pull of any small-frame revolver on this planet. We 

challenge you to try it for yourself. The non-stacking trigger pull on every award-winning LCR® is light, smooth and 

manageable, making the LCR® a lightweight, compact revolver you can rely upon WHEN IT MATTERS MOST.
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