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Brava, Karen

In the May-June issue, the Legally Speaking 
column by Karen MacNutt, entitled Continuum, 
was one of the most significant articles I have read 
in the discussion about gun rights legislation. She 
summarized the bloody and liberty-stifling history 
of governmental control, the attitudes and actions of 
gun-hating politicians, and the glaring falsity of the 
general arguments made to rationalize gun control 
laws. The column should be read by anyone taking 
up the battle for our Second Amendment rights.

Grace Christianson
Gillette, Wyoming

Happy 20th, AWARE

I was surprised to read in Lyn Bates’ column (Mar/
Apr) that the group AWARE was 20—it makes me 
feel old, but in a good way, as I remember reading 
about their beginnings in an early Women & Guns.

Hilda Sweltin
Via email

Appleseed Booster

I was glad to see your article on Project Appleseed 
in the last issue (May/June). 

These folks are doing some terrific work and 
helping to get more people interested in shooting.

If there is a program in your readers’ area, they 
should definitely check it out and try to get involved 
with this great group.

Paul Watson
Via email

Editor’s Note: Project Appleseed’s website is 
appleseedinfo.org.

Letters
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News

By Women & Guns staff

Federal Legislation
Although S. 649, Majority 

Leader Sen. Harry Reid’s (D-
NV) anti-gun proposal, was 
pulled from the Senate floor, 
that bill and amendments can be 
put back on the Senate calendar 
at any time. In fact, Reid and 
Vice President Joe Biden were 
scheduled to meet as this issue of 
Women & Guns went to press to 
discuss likely opportunities for the 
S. 649 or similar proposals to be 
reconsidered by the Senate.

During the month following the 
votes on S. 649, the media and 
the gun control proponents have 
trumpeted every story that seems 
to give them hope that another 
vote on the bill would turn out 
differently. Sen. Manchin (D-
WV) in an article in The Hill 
maintains that he is “very hopeful” 
about getting the 60 votes to pass 
his universal background check 
amendment, while Sen. Toomey 
(R-PA) has said he is open to 
new ideas. However, recent polls 
suggest that the American public 
wants Congress to move on to 
other issues rather than spend more 
time on gun control measures.

Sen. Tom Coburn (R-OK) tried 
to add an amendment to S. 601, 
the Water Resources Development 
Act. Coburn’s amendment would 

have mandated that the Corps 
of Engineers follow state firearm 
possession law in the same 
fashion as the Bureau of Land 
Management, National Park 
Service and other federal agencies. 
It failed 56-43 vote in the Senate.

Although the House of 
Representatives is not considering 
any gun control legislation until 
the Senate passes a bill, the House 
Subcommittee on Disability 
Assistance and Memorial Affairs 
of the House Veterans Affairs 
Committee approved HR-602 
setting terms that veterans who are 
adjudicated mentally incompetent 
can not be added to the NICS 
system denying them their right 
to own a firearm without the 
“order or finding” of a judge that 
the veteran is a “danger to himself 
or herself or others.” However, 
Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY), 
and others have introduced many 
anti-gun measures including: 
HR-137 that would create a 
federal database of prohibited 
persons; HR-138 that requires 
background checks at gun shows; 
HR-142 that bans mail order sale 
of ammunition with additional 
licensing and record keeping of 
“bulk” ammo purchases; HR-21, 
a ban on all private transfers, and 
two gun registration bills, HR-
35 and HR-117, also have been 
reintroduced. On May 15, Rep. 

John Tierney (D-MA) introduced 
the Personalized Handgun Safety 
Act of 2013, H.R. 2005, that would 
require handgun manufacturers 
within two years ensure that all 
newly manufactured handguns 
use technology that only allows 
the owner to use it.

Obama Administration
On May 7 the Obama 

Justice Department released a 
government funded study that 
showed that firearms-related 
homicides have declined 39% in 
the last 18 years, while non-fatal 
crimes have decline at almost 
twice that rate. The national news 
media, President Obama, Mayor 
Bloomberg and other anti-gun 
leaders suddenly became silent on 
that story. A follow-up story by 
the Pew Institute acknowledged 
that the American people 
overwhelmingly believe that 
“gun” crimes are up, not down.

 A Syracuse University study as 
well as data from the National 
Criminal Justice Reference 
Service (NCJRS) has found that 
enforcement of the current law 
on criminal background checks 
is the lowest it has been since 
the last decade. Under President 
George W. Bush prosecutions 
hit their peak and now they are 
down almost 50%. The NCJRS 
study showed the same kind of 
statistical data. Of the 76,000 

Update on Gun Control
Issues at the Federal Level
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persons stopped from buying a 
gun only 4,732 were referred for 
prosecution, and only 44 were 
prosecuted, resulting in only 13 
successful trials. On Feb. 22, 
twenty-three House Republicans 
sent a letter to the President and 
Attorney General asking them 
to increase such gun-related 
prosecutions. 

ATF
A new Department of Justice 

(DOJ) report made public on 
May 20, confirms that former US 
Attorney Dennis Burke leaked a 
memorandum by whistle blower 
John Dodson. Additionally 
senior officials at DOJ also were 
involved. The report stated, 
“Burke’s conduct in disclosing 
the Dodson memorandum to be 
inappropriate for a Department 

employee and wholly unbefitting 
a US Attorney.” Congressman 
Darrell Issa has been tasked 
with the job of managing the 
House proposals on immigration 
reform, thus it may be a long 
time before the House Oversight 
and Governmental Reform 
Committee publishes their third 
and last part of a three-part joint 
staff report on the ATF “Fast and 
Furious” operation.

United Nations
Secretary of State John Kerry has 

said in early June that President 
Obama will sign the UN Arms 
Trade Treaty that was approved 
by the General Assembly on April 
2 after the special UN committee 
was unable to reach consensus. 
Kerry said the president’s signing 
would take place as soon as 

the translations of the treaty 
document were officially certified, 
even though a majority of the US 
Senate has stated that it will not 
ratify the treaty.

In March the US Senate 
passed an amendment to the 
FY2014 Budget Resolution that 
establishes a fund for “the purpose 
of preventing the United States 
from entering into the United 
Nations Arms Trade Treaty.” Rep 
Mike Kelly (R-PA) has introduced 
H.Con.Res.23 with 129 co-
sponsors and Sen. Jerry Moran 
(R-KS) introduced its companion 
S.Con.Res.7 with 32 co-sponsors. 
Both resolutions do NOT support 
funding the UN Arms Trade 
Treaty until it has been ratified by 
the US Senate, as required by the 
US Constitution.

W&G
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Insurance
Continued on Page 40

By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF
There’s an old saying that “No 
one has endurance like the man 
(or woman) who sells insurance.”

But that’s not quite true. 
The anti-gunners show more 
endurance, pushing gunowner 
insurance proposals even when 
the insurance companies say they 
don’t want to write such policies. 
And when the insurance door 
doesn’t seem to open, the anti-
gunners try the tax window.

The National Rifle Association 
recently submitted written 
testimony in opposition to Bill 
20-170, the “Firearm Insurance 
Amendment Act,” sponsored 
by District of Columbia City 
Councilor Mary Cheh (D-Ward 
3), just one example of the kind 
of gunowner insurance and tax 
proposals being advanced in 
Congress and the legislatures of 
several states.

B20-170 would require 
Washington, DC, residents to 
purchase liability insurance of no 
less than $250,000 before being 
allowed to purchase a firearm. 
The liability insurance policy 
would specifically need to cover 
any damages resulting from 
negligent acts, or willful acts 
that are not undertaken in self-
defense, involving the use of the 
insured firearm while it is owned 
by the policyholder. If passed, 
the proposal would require 
individuals who currently possess 
firearms in the city to purchase 
liability insurance within 30 days 
of its effective date.

The city councilmen who are 

championing this bill are doing 
so in spite of the fact that DC 
already has some of the strictest 
gun control laws in the nation, 
yet consistently has one of the 
highest violent crime rates. Not 
only will criminals certainly avoid 
purchasing liability insurance, 
there are other problems with 
mandating liability insurance for 
firearms owners, including:

•Insurance companies don’t 
seem enthusiastic about the 
proposals.

•The NRA says the proposal 
is an affront to law-abiding gun 
owners—“you are not required 
to carry insurance to exercise any 
other constitutional right.”

•It is economically 
discriminatory—insurance is 
expensive and such a mandate 
could make firearm ownership 
even more unattainable for 
average law-abiding DC residents 
who have an inherent right to self-
defense regardless of income.

•No insurance company 
will write a policy to cover the 
intentional or criminal misuse of 
a firearm, whether for a national 
or a state law.

Since the insurance policy 
ordinance seeks to mandate 
something that does not exist, the 
NRA says this could lead to an 
all-out gun ban in the District of 
Columbia.

The insurance proposals are 
matched by another threat: States 
and cities across America are 
pushing for higher taxes as a way 
to enact gun and ammunition 
control legislation.

Gun buyers in Chicago started 

paying a $25 tax on firearms 
recently, under a county tax 
law that is expected to bring in 
some $600,000 in new revenue 
annually.

Other jurisdictions around the 
country have pushed measures 
that would tax firearms and 
ammunition, as well as require 
gunowners to purchase insurance, 
though not all the attempts have 
been successful.

Several states including 
California, Connecticut, 
Massachusetts and Illinois have 
considered but so far have not 
passed gun insurance legislation 
similar to Maloney’s. Similar 
proposals also are floating around 
the legislative halls in Pennsylvania 
and Maryland.

Wherever these proposals 
surface, insurers have been telling 
lawmakers that such approaches 
would not only violate basic 
insurance principles but would 
also be unworkable.

“Though well intentioned, 
such proposals misunderstand 
a fundamental principle of 
insurance—that it is designed 
to cover fortuitous, or accidental 
events; not intentional conduct. 
Property/casualty insurance does 
not and cannot cover intentional 
behavior such as criminal acts,” 
said Willem O. Rijksen, vice 
president of public affairs for the 
American Insurance Association.

According to Jimi Grande, 
senior vice president of federal and 
political affairs for the National 
Association of Mutual Insurance 
Companies, gun liability 
insurance measures would neither 
deter violence nor help victims.

Gunowner Insurance Proposals
Floating at Federal, State Level
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The Second Amendment 
Foundation has won a permanent 
injunction against the Warren 
County, IL, Housing Authority’s 
(WCHA) ban on the possession 
of firearms by residents or guests.

The case was filed more than a 
year ago in US District Court for 
the Central District of Illinois, 
Rock Island Division. Ronald 
G. Winbigler, a resident of 
Costello Terrace in Monmouth, 
is a physically disabled former 
police officer who wanted to keep 
a handgun in his residence for 
personal protection.

SAF filed the lawsuit on his 
behalf, and the plaintiffs were 
represented by attorney David 
Sigale, who noted, “People do not 
lose their Second Amendment 
rights just because they are of 
limited means. It is an indignity to 
make the waiver of constitutional 
rights a condition of government 
subsidized housing.”

SAF Executive Vice President 
and Founder Alan Gottlieb was 
delighted with the ruling.

“We brought this case because 
it was unconscionable,” Gottlieb 
said, “in the wake of our victory 
in McDonald v. City of Chicago 
that a public entity in Illinois 
would engage in this kind of 
discrimination against a citizen. 
The WCHA has removed the 
lease provisions, and agreed that 
they were unconstitutional.”

In an order signed by District 
Judge Sara Darrow, plaintiffs are 
awarded reasonable attorney’s fees 
and costs. In her ruling, however, 
she did not make a constitutional 
declaration, but only recognized 

that SAF and the WCHA had 
agreed in that issue.

“Public housing is the last place 
one would expect to encounter 
residency provisions that run 
counter to the Bill of Rights,” 
Gottlieb said. “We’re delighted 
that this issue has been resolved to 
the benefit of Mr. Winbigler and 
citizens like him.”

The Second Amendment 
Foundation has notched another 
victory in its ongoing fight against 
local gun restrictions that violate 
the US Constitution.

The case is just the latest in a 
long string of victories by SAF. 
The Foundation also has funded 

successful firearms-related suits 
against the cities of Los Angeles; 
New Haven, CT; New Orleans; 
Chicago; and San Francisco on 
behalf of American gunowners.

The Foundation has also been 
enjoying some success in its 
efforts to get local governments 
to comply with state firearms 
preemption laws. Towns and 
counties in several states had 
already announced changes in 
local gun ordinances that violated 
preemption laws.

In the latest such action, the 
Board of Commissioners for 
Carroll County, MD, decided 
without vote to remove the 
county’s 1992 prohibition on 
allowing people to carry firearms 
in facilities like the Northern 
Landfill in Westminster.

W&G

SAF Wins Injunction on Illinois 
Public Housing Ban
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DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

An Oct 7, 2005 email to 
AWARE said: 

“I am a graduate student at the 
School of Visual Arts in New 
York and am working on a video 
documentary on women and 
shooting/guns for my thesis.

“Self-defense with firearms 
is a very important topic for 
women and a topic that I would 
like to explore more in my film. 
Could you give me some more 
information about your program? 
Do most of the women come 
because they have been attacked or 
have been in fearful circumstances 
and wanted to protect themselves 
with a firearm? Do you know any 
woman who has actually used a 
firearm in self-defense?” Cathryne 
Czubek.

My first thought: a New York 
film student was more likely 
to want to follow the Michael 
Moore school of film about 
guns (remember “Bowling for 
Columbine”?) than anything 
reasonable. However, some 
students are still openminded, 

and I always try to provide them 
with accurate information. 

I sent an email back, introducing 
myself, and AWARE, and saying, 
“The women who take our classes 
are a diverse lot. Some are simply 
curious about guns, some live 
in households with gun owners 
and want to get over their fear 
of guns, some want to learn to 
protect themselves and their 
families, some have been victims 
of crime, some have had close calls 
or know someone who has been a 
victim. There is no single group 
or motivation that predominates. 
Perhaps I can suggest some other 
resources.”

I was thinking east coast, 
low budget, probably no 
money for travel, so I suggested 
Peggy Tartaro, told her about 
Women&Guns, the NRA’s 

website for finding instructors, the 
firearm instruction resource list on 
martialartsresource.com, the Pink 
Pistols, the Second Amendment 
Sisters, the Liberty Belles, the 
section of the AWARE website 
where my “Lessons in Reality” 
articles from W&G have been 
reproduced, and gave her brief 
synopses of a couple of women 
who have used guns to defend 
themselves, emphasizing that, like 
most situations, their guns were 
never fired. I didn’t want her to 
think it was going to be easy to 
find women who killed in self-
defense, if that was the kind of 
story she was after. 

I thought that might be the last 
I would hear of Cathryne Czubek. 

She quickly wrote back, 
thanking me for the information 
and saying that she was, “very 

A Girl And A Gun: 
The Movie, The Backstory

Samantha	at	Family	Fun	Day	at	the	range—one	of	the	many	images	of	
women	gunowners	in	A	Girl	and	A	Gun,	a	documentary	by	Cathryne	
Czubek.
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interested in many of the different 
avenues you suggested for my 
videothesis.” 

She asked to be put in touch 
with any of the women from my 
Lessons in Reality series who 
might be interested in speaking 
with her, which showed me that 
she was interested in real stories, 
not just bloody ones. I had already 
started to like Cathryne, and now 
I was starting to trust her.

We started email chatting about 
our backgrounds and how we each 
got interested in what we were 
doing, and what we liked about it. 

“I became involved with women 
and guns as a thesis topic even prior 
to beginning my masters degree. 
I was studying at a photography 
workshop in Maine five years ago, 
when I had the opportunity to 
photograph and work with a group 

of young girls in a youth shooting 
club. I do not have a background 
in which guns play a major role, so 
my relationship with these young 
women was very special in that it 
allowed me to access the subject 
of guns in a different, softer, more 
feminine way. That experience 
spurred a long study of women 
(and men and children) who shoot 
throughout the country. This has 
been a tremendous journey and 
one that has taught me a great deal!

“The project itself has also been 
great to develop in school because 
I am dealing with a lot of anti-gun 
people so when their thoughts or 
views are swayed even just a bit, I 
know that I am moving forward! 
(and it’s extra rewarding).”

Way to go, Cathryne! Any 
interest that lasts for 5 years is a 
true one. (Little did I know then 

how long it would take for her little 
film project to see completion.)

I said, “Your own story is 
fascinating! I’m glad that you 
were receptive to seeing the good 
aspects of guns and gun users. 
So many people would have 
said, ‘How awful that someone is 
teaching those girls to shoot,’ and 
never got beyond that attitude. 
You are in a position to start 
changing a lot of minds. It does 
take time. ...You will have a lot 
of people who respect you and 
your work, so you can be very 
influential with them.” 

She replied, “I feel so similarly 
to you regarding the presence of 
political rhetoric in conversation 
on controversial issues. The very 
second that political propaganda 
of any sort makes its way into 
conversation (at least many of 



12	 	 	 Women&Guns

the people I know) could care 
less about what other’s think 
because they don’t believe they are 
thinking, rather just reiterating 
popular propaganda. I intend to 
let the stories of the women speak 
for themselves in my film.” 

One of the people I immediately 
thought Cathryne should talk to was 
Evelyn Logan, a New Hampshire 
woman who describes herself as 
“a rape victim, and a rape attempt 
survivor; the difference was that the 
second time, I had a gun.”(Evelyn’s 
full story is on the AWARE website). 
Evelyn has become a teacher and a 
strong advocate for armed women, 
so I asked her if she would be 
willing to talk to Cathryne. She said 
yes, and as I do with all such media 
inquiries, after making sure that the 
interviewee is willing, I got out of 
the middle and let them talk. 

By October 2007, Cathryne 
was saying, “I have graduated, 
but I am still working on my 
project and plan to finish this 
year (hopefully). It will be a 
longer video documentary than 
I originally thought, due to the 
really amazing stories and the 
diversity of the women I have 
met. I also wanted to see about 
the possibility of coming to the 
AWARE class on responsible 
use of lethal force and possibly 
videotaping.” That class, alas, did 
not take place.

By that time Cathryne was able 
to describe herself as follows, “I 
am an independent documentary 
filmmaker and have been working 
for several years on a video 
documentary on women and 
guns which explores why women 
get involved with guns for sport, 
hunting, and self-defense. I would 
like to interview a woman who 
has used a gun in self-defense and 

who is willing to tell her story on 
camera.

“Thus far I have interviewed 
a wide variety of women, 
including Smith & Wesson 
shooter and world champion 
shooter Julie Goloski, former 
NRA president Sandy Froman, 
Babes With Bullets and Ladies 
Camp organizer Deb Ferns and 
Kay Miculek, Olympian Emily 
Blount, Second Amendment Sister 
Marilyn Lapidus, amongst many 
other mothers, single women, 
professionals, grandmothers, and 
teenagers. The film will focus 
on why and how women become 
involved with firearms.”

Cathryne attended a multi-day 

course at Mas Ayoob’s Lethal 
Force Institute. That excellent 
program goes way beyond the 
NRA Basic Pistol class that many 
people, even a few media folk, 
take. It made me realize, again, 
that this was going to be one of 
the best-informed documentaries 
about firearms, ever.

Aug 2008: “My project is 
coming along, but alas finances 
and my job have slowed me down 

significantly. I hope to finish 
within the year, but you never 
know with documentaries. ... I 
still think that what I’m missing 
from the project is a woman who 
is motivated by fear to learn self-
defense, or take a handgun class, 
or purchase a gun, or just become 
more knowledgeable. That fear 
could be from a partner, a work 
situation, a social situation, or any 
other situation.” 

Thinking Evelyn was that 
woman, Cathryne filmed several 
interviews with Evelyn to get 
her story, but felt that she really 
needed to get some film of Evelyn 
teaching a class of women to 
shoot. Evelyn’s local gun club was 

not willing to allow filming there, 
so Cathryne asked if I could help 
find a place. My club has no such 
restrictions, so we arranged for a 
class of people willing to be filmed, 
and invited Evelyn down from 
NH to teach it, and Cathryne up 
from NYC to film it. 

Aug 21, 2010: Cathryne 
brought five women interested in 
taking the class, and I had three, 
among whom was Robin Natanel. 

Robin	Natanel’s	story	became	central	to	the	film.
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At the last minute—and I mean 
the very last minute—Evelyn had 
a personal emergency, and could 
not be there to teach the class. 
Barbara Clorite and Jim Roberts, 
AWARE’s usual instructors, 
stepped in. I was there to help with 
the range portion of the class.

Cathryne wanted to film not just 
the class, but also some individual 
interviews with the women, why 
they were taking this class, and 
so on. I’m sure Cathryne was 
bitterly disappointed at missing 
the opportunity to film Evelyn 
as a teacher, but she was more 
than delighted to make the 
acquaintance of Robin Natanel. 

Robin is a divorced woman 
and a Tai Chi Master who loves 
nothing more than teaching Tai 
Chi. My husband and I were 
students in one of her classes. 
Though based on Chinese 
martial arts, its modern form is 
slow and meditative, wonderful 
for general health, balance, and 
mindfulness. We enjoyed the 
class, and especially Robin’s 
patience and enthusiasm. Then, 
one day she took my husband 
aside and confided to him that 
an ex-boyfriend was doing things 
that badly frightened her. She felt 
she might be in real danger. What 
could she do? My husband said, 
“Talk to Lyn.” 

Robin did, and I agreed that 
what her ex was doing went way 
beyond normal breakup behavior, 
and included actions that could 
be interpreted as a threat. Robin 
was quite serious about protecting 
herself. I said, “I can help you 
with that,” and Robin became an 
AWARE student. Basic Pistol (the 
class that Massachusetts requires), 
a concealed carry license, and a 
gun purchase quickly followed. 

Robin also took the Responsible 
Use of Lethal Force course that 
AWARE offers, and I started 
going to the range with her to 
hone her defensive skills. Never 
shy about her situation, Robin 
was becoming a vocal advocate for 
armed women, and she jumped at 
the chance to come to the class 
Cathryne was taping.

Cathryne said after her filming 
here, “I am really happy with the 
footage —and am also extremely 
pleased I met Robin. I’ve always 
wanted to try to find someone 
going through a tough situation/
transition—and it’s very hard 
to find because it’s a very touchy 
subject. She’s fantastic and we’ve 
had a lot of fun filming together. “

She continued, “We recently 
won a prestigious grant (for 
finishing services—such as color, 
music composition, sound design, 
etc.) and the press release will 
go out in conjunction with our 
fundraising Kickstarter campaign 
so this is a great time...as we will be 
releasing to a very wide audience. 
I really hope to be able to keep 
editing and working away on this 
to really try to finish in 2011!”

AWARE was happy to donate 
gift certificates to our Basic Pistol 
class as gifts to Kickstarter donors. 
We also publicized the Kickstarter 
campaign to many folks in the 
gun industry, among our training 
colleagues, and I even asked Peggy 
Tartaro, W&G editor, to help.

Peggy said, “We helped her get 
credentials for SHOT and hosted 
her at a couple of Gun Rights 
Policy Conferences, where I know 
she did a bunch of interviews 
(including with me, but I’m hoping 
I was boring enough to make the 
cutting room floor). I’ll pass it 
along to some folks and see if we 

can’t generate some donations for 
her.” The Kickstarter campaign 
was successful, and exceeded its 
fundraising goal to help complete 
the film.

Peggy was not boring enough 
to make the cutting room floor! 
She is in the film explaining the 
“Sabrina position.”

Cathryne made several trips 
to Massachusetts, to film Robin 
taking a non-gun self-defense class 
for women, to interview her some 
more, and to film a session of me 
coaching Robin on the range.

Afterwards, Cathryne said, 
“Thank you so much for your 
time and effort and all your help 
and ideas on last week’s shoot! I 
am just now getting through the 
footage and it really all looks so 
great. The lovely bond between 
you and Robin and how raw and 
real her whole experience has 
been with this I think has made 
for an unbelievably relatable and 
intimate portrait.”

“I’ve been editing 16-hour days 
for awhile now and it’s really 
been worth it as the doc begins to 
take shape. Very exciting to see a 
decade of work come to life!”

A good friend of mine does a 
lot of video editing, mostly music 
videos for her own amusement, 
and I know the hours and hours 
and hours it takes for her to get 
a 3-5 minute result, so I do have 
at least an inkling of the work 
Cathryne was putting in to edit 
her film. Nothing great is ever 
achieved without great effort, and 
her effort certainly deserved a 
great result.

Nov. 2011: Another progress 
report: “Things are still coming 
along full steam ahead. Film 
editing is definitely coming along 
and we’re working now with a 
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solid structure that I’m really 
happy with. Now it’s all the 
other pieces of the puzzle coming 
along—music, archival rights, 
color, etc. Very exciting to see the 
film really bloom!”

Finally, it wasn’t just Cathryne 
alone. She was joined by another 
editor, Amanda Hughes, a 
composer, Andrew Hollander, 
and a singer-songwriter, Julia 
Halitgan, who wrote and sang 
for the score. She also got support 
from groups as varied as the NY 
State Council for the Arts, the 
Toronto Documentary Forum, 
and Women Make Movies. 

Oct. 2012: “It’s very exciting 
to see 8 years of hard work come 
together and be able to show 
it to an audience. I am very 
proud that the film is a sensitive, 
women’s issues film that explores 
a provocative and iconic symbol 
and subject. Even our rough cut 
screenings (for small groups when 
we were working hard to edit 
down the film to 75 minutes) 
provoked fascinating, vigorous 
discussions for hours after.

“I can’t thank you enough 
for your time and generosity 
in participating in the film. I 
interviewed many different women 
(and men) for the film and every 
story added such an interesting 
layer to this very complex subject. 
It was very difficult to edit over 
500 hours of footage down to 75 
minutes!

“I would love to invite you to 
our screenings on Nov 11 and 14 
in New York”

Film Released Nov 11, 2012.
I could not go to the documentary 

film festival that accepted “A Girl 
And A Gun” for its premiere, 
but Robin was able to attend. 
Afterward, she said, “WOW!! 

It was a great experience! And a 
great movie ;) You were wonderful 
in it! The theater was sold out! 
Lot’s of chatter about guns from 
both men and women afterward. 
The day after I got back we did 
a live interview via webcam with 
the Huffington Post. Cathryne 
made a wonderful documentary! I 
hope it takes off for her!”

Cathryne mentioned 8 years 
that the documentary was in 
development, but it was actually 
12 years since, as a student herself, 
she was so positively impressed 
with girls shooting in Maine. For 
all that time, she has been true to 
her vision, an apolitical look at an 
important subject, told through 
the stories of women who speak 

for themselves.
So, how has her documentary 

been received? As of this writing, 
it has been accepted in five 
film festivals, and picked up 
by a distributor. The reviews 
are universally extraordinarily 
positive. 

Lisa Rainwater, writing a 
lengthy (3000 word) essay/review 
in GALO (Global Art Laid Out) 
Magazine, has only one negative 

comment, that at 75 minutes, the 
film is too short. Here are a few 
excerpts: 

“The documentary follows the 
lives of 10 women: a Massachusetts 
tai chi instructor, a 19-year-
old Arizona champion skeet 
shooter, a San Francisco TED 
columnist, a New Jersey activist 
mother, a New York City nurse, 
an Alabama mother who sees 
“guns as no different than a food 
processor,” an Oklahoma survivor 
of a home invasion, an army war 
vet, an incarcerated woman in the 
Louisiana Correctional Facility, 
and a Tennessee woman with 
a long family history of game 
hunting. If you’re beginning to 
think this film is more about 

women than about guns, you’re 
on the right track.”

“Be forewarned. If you seek a 
gun film to support your political 
views or negate them, this isn’t the 
movie for you. Czubek respects 
her subject and her viewer far 
too much to spoon-feed anyone 
her personal beliefs on the merits 
or demerits of gun ownership in 
America. “What makes A Girl 
& A Gun stand out from other 

Camo	lingerie	at	the	SHOT	Show	was	another	image	in	the	film.
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“gun movies”—be it Michael 
Moore’s documentary, Bowling 
for Columbine (2002), an 
unabashed attempt to shame the 
National Rifle Association into 
hanging up its fatigues, or Arek 
Avelino’s American Gun (2005), 
a fictionalized portrait of families 
impacted by guns—is the absence 
of politics, sentimentality and 
anger. It is a film that, remarkably, 
has no political agenda.

“And oh, how refreshing!
“A Girl & A Gun is a slow 

and deliberate, quick and witty, 
insightful and confounding work 
of art that is sure to send some 
women to the shooting range and 
others to cringe in their seats.”

Rainwater concludes, “Timely 
and prescient, Czubek’s 
documentary may just be what the 
doctor ordered: a new approach 
to discussing gun culture 
in America—a stereoscopic 
examination of who owns guns, 
how they live with them and why 
they have them.”

Another reviewer, Steve Kopian, 
had this to say on unseenfilms.
blogspot.com.

“A Girl and A Gun is a look at 
women and guns in American 
society. Using the stories of several 
women, some who have guns for 
protection, others who like to 
shoot and adding in commentary 
by academics the film paints a 
broad, yet very complex portrait 
of guns and women. It’s a film that 
strives to present all sides of the 
issue, something is best seen in the 
victims advocate working to end 
gun violence who’s daughter was 
crippled by a drive-by shooting 
and who now carries a gun herself. 
There are no easy answers, nor 
easy questions.”

“I really like this film a great 

deal. It has got my mind going 
six ways to Sunday. I had paused 
writing this film up to write 
an email to Cathryne Czubek 
to not only tell her how much I 
liked the film but to also ask her 
some quick questions. I never sent 
the email because I’m finding 
that while the film has no easy 
answers, it’s raising many not-so-
easy questions. I’m serious, I was 
taking notes for the review and 
scribbling questions for a possible 
interview, when I simply stopped 
writing and just started watching. 
I had no way to simply express 
what I wanted to know or say, I 
just had to take it all in and hope 
for a second viewing down the 
road. If you want to know why 
I’m not going into details on the 
film it’s because I simply have to 
process it...and because the little 
stories that make up the film are 
hard to explain simply.

“If you want a film that will do 
more than wash over you, see this 
film. If you want to be forced to 
think about things see this film. If 
you just want to see a damn good 
film, see A Girl And A Gun.”

Hubert Vigilla, writing for the 
website flixist.com, was another 
man to review this film. He 
said, “What do guns mean to 
individual women and what do 
they say about society at large? 
It’s a massive topic to tackle in 
under 80 minutes, but by looking 
at the issue from different angles, 
Czubek covers a lot of interesting 
ground in a short amount of time.

“There’s an interesting implicit 
idea in how some of these women 
relate to guns, and it’s linked to the 
larger social ideas in the film. A 
lot of women get guns in order to 
defend themselves against men. It’s a 
symbol of masculine power wielded 

by a woman in order to suppress 
acts of male violence and male 
dominance. There’s a complication 
of guns as a gender signifier.”

His conclusion: “This is 
definitely one of the better films 
about guns I’ve seen in a while. 
Czubek’s even hand and wide 
scope has led to a fascinating 
conversation starter rather than 
something to argue over.”

Maggie Carr, reviewing in 
Bust Magazine, gave the film the 
highest possible rating (OMG 
Amazing), called it “fascinating” 
and enthused, “Documentaries 
on hot-button political issues can 
often be plodding and preachy, 
but A Girl and a Gun is a fast-
paced, nuanced, and anything-
but-soapbox-y exploration of 
why women lock and load. …
Czubek captures some shockingly 
incongruous images... Their 
reasons for owning and using 
guns are complicated, and often, 
female gun owners are ambivalent 
about their decision to get (and 
stay) armed.”

So, how can you see Cathryne’s 
wonderful film? 

Check the film’s website, 
w w w.agirlandagunf i lm.com, 
for screenings and any breaking 
news. Ask any local theaters that 
show documentary films if they 
intend to show this one. Check 
your Video on Demand. Buy the 
consumer DVD, which will be 
ready October 8, 2013.

If I were all thumbs, I would 
give 10 thumbs-up for A Girl And 
A Gun, and its producer!

Bravo, Cathryne ... Encore!
(Editor’s Note: See Page 46 for 

more on “A Girl and A Gun.” All 
photos courtesy of, and copyrighted 
by Cathryne Czubek.)

W&G
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in it for me to succeed. In the last 
few weeks, I’ve been putting all the 
equipment together to allow me 
the best chance for success while 
practicing the techniques that I’ll be 
using in the match. It’s fun because 
I’m constantly getting packages in 
the mail. 

As soon as we left the gunshop 
my husband and I discussed what 
might make the gun even better. 
He suggested taking the gun 
to Jim Henricson, at Western 
Gunsmithing in Lexington, NC, 
to lighten the trigger even more. 
I decided I also wanted a red fiber 
optic front sight, but other than 
that, she’s good to go. Well, except 
for me giving her a name, that is.

A week later, another package 
was on the kitchen counter. It 
wasn’t my birthday, but I ripped 
it open as if it was. Bladetech had 

sent me the holster that fits my 
pistol. My choice is the OWB with 
offset. I like it because the offset 
makes grasping the gun easier; it’s 
easy to draw from and the rake 
of the holster is adjustable. We 
decided a forward rake allowed 
me fast access to the gun and 
made the draw and reinsertion of 
the gun safer. My equipment was 
starting to come together like a 
well-oiled machine. 

Two days earlier my shooting 
glasses were delivered. For older 
eyes, the trick is to order glasses 
with one half to one full diopter 
more than you normally use for 
distance in your shooting eye and 
leave your other eye‘s prescription 
as normal to allow you to see 
targets in peripheral. We order 
our shooting glasses from Zenni 
Optical because we can get low cost 
glasses with whatever prescription 
we need. I have trouble leaving both 
eyes open while shooting. I see a 
ghost image of the front sight that’s 
distracting, so I‘ve put a small piece 
of translucent tape on the left lens 
to block the view and I’m training 
myself to leave both eyes wide open.

It’s been a week since my holster 
arrived and I’ve been wearing it to 
get used to having the extra width 
on my hips. I run into everything. 
Most of the people I see wearing 
these things at the competitions 
act like it’s part of their body but 
I’m knocking things over as I 
round every corner in the house.

The prettiest thing in a package 
to arrive at the house was from 
FiveStar Firearms. They make 
speed loaders and reloading trays 
that you use with a speed loader. 
It’s a beautiful green aluminum 
tray with two green speed loaders. 
They added a couple of silver speed 

Women&Guns

By Cherie Jones
There was a package on the 

counter of the gunshop with my 
name on it. When I opened it, I acted 
like a five-year-old on Christmas 
morning. It was my new 327 R8 
Performance Center S&W revolver 
for the Bianchi Cup competition. 
My first impression was just how 
good the gun felt in my hands. The 
trigger is smooth and the weight 
is just right. I expected it to be too 
heavy for me to be accurate with, 
but I was wrong. The gun feels 
good and the extra weight will help 
me manage recoil in the short times 
on some of the stages. 

Any time you undertake a 
challenge, you have to prepare to meet 
your goal. This year, I’m shooting 
the Bianchi Cup, the National 
Action Pistol Championship and 
there’s a lot of preparation involved 

Learning toCompete

Benchrest	testing	for	accuracy	allows	competitive	shooters	to	choose	
the	load	that	works	best	in	their	gun.	This	130-grain	Winchester	FMJ	
load	did	a	great	job	at	25	yards.

New Gear, More Practice 
As Bianchi Cup Approaches
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loaders to the package as well so 
I’ll have plenty to get me through 
each relay. The loaders are solid 
billet aluminum and polished like 
jewels. They’re made with O rings 
and are internally lubricated for 
years of trouble free service. 

I have my equipment, gun, 
holster, and speed loaders. I also 
have the glasses I need to see the 
front sight. Of course all this 
gear will need organization. I 
bought a Rubbermaid tote tray 
that reminded me of the one Jerry 
Miculek uses. I’m making a shower 
cap type cover to keep my gear dry 
in the event we get rain. There’s 
plenty of room for all my gear and 
I put some stickers on it to make it 
easy for me to spot. I’m geared up.

Of course, there’s more to 
shooting well than just gear. I’m 
still drawing and dry firing and I 
now have a couple of small matches 
under my belt. We practice the 
barricade, plates, and practical 
match every chance we get and 
my shooting is getting better. 
For action shooting, you need to 
analyze what you do and eliminate 
the issues that slow you down and 

emphasize the things that make 
you more accurate. Right now, 
I still have a little trouble with 
the gun moving when I fire a 
shot, so I’m loading only part of 
the chambers on my Smith so I 
never know when the gun will fire 
during practice. This is one of the 
advantages of shooting a revolver, 
and I’m getting better every day. 

My lips are having a hard time 

covering my teeth now; I’m smiling 
all the time during practice. I 
never would have guessed that 
these kinds of “toys” would bring 
such a big smile to my face but 
then again, there was a time when 
I never would have pictured me in 
gun shooting competitions, either.

W&G

In	the	Practical	I’ll	be	shooting	for	both	speed	and	precision	but	you	
can’t	miss	fast	enough	to	win.	If	I	can	do	this	well	when	the	pressure	
is	on,	I’ll	be	happy.	

Five	Star	Firearms	has	the	best	speed	loader	I’ve	ever	seen.	I	could	
use	moon	clips	but	I	feel	these	speed	loaders	will	give	me	less	chance	
to	fumble	and	be	distracted.	The	billet	machined	loading	tray	makes	
filling	the	loaders	a	snap.	

Practice	 on	 the	 barricade	 was	
tough	 in	 the	 beginning,	 but	
we	 worked	 out	 how	 to	 use	 the	
barricade	to	steady	the	gun.	The	
Bladetech	 OWB	 is	 positioned	
just	 right	 for	 my	 fastest	 draw.	
My	glasses	allow	a	strong	focus	
on	the	front	sight,	critical	at	 the	
barricade	 because	 my	 eye	 is	
closer	to	the	sights.
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By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor

There are a lot of compact 
polymer firearms to choose from 
in the carry market these days. 
Taurus is offering their newly 
designed Millennium G2 at a very 
reasonable price point of MSRP 
$349. For this entry level price, 
you get a gun with two 12-round 
capacity magazines, adjustable 
sights and a standard rail for the 
mounting of accessory lights or 
sighting systems. Additionally, 
there is a manual safety as well 
as a trigger safety and a loaded 
chamber indicator. It also comes 
with the Taurus Security System 
integral lock for extra safety during 
storage. This feature allows the 

owner to lock the manual safety in 
the “on safe” position as well as the 
trigger with a simple quarter turn 
of a key. When the lock is turned 
back, the safety is still on and the 
action is freed to be used in the 
standard way when the safety is 
disengaged. Two sets of key/sight 
adjustment tools are included with 
the thoughtful touch of split rings 
to make addition to your personal 
set of keys a snap. In short, it’s set 
up for convenient and safe use as a 
personal protection tool.

My sample G2 was in 9mm. A 
PT140 version will soon be offered 
in .40 S&W caliber, too, for those 
that prefer their carry calibers to 
start with a 4.

The feel of the G2 in the hand 
is good. Patches of stippling are 
strategically placed on the front 
and backstraps as well as the sides 
of the grip to make the gun easy 

McKenzie	 Gunns	 shows	 good	
form	 while	 firing	 the	 Taurus	
Millennium	G2.

Taurus	Millennium	G2.

Taurus Millennium G2 Pt111
9mm Subcompact Polymer Carry Option
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to hold onto while firing. There 
are even convenient thumb rests 
on each side of the grip just under 
the safety lever that my thumb 
found quite natural. A dished-in 
spot forward of the trigger guard 
makes a felt index for the trigger 
finger to safely rest when not 
firing the gun.

I found the safety lever to be 
pretty low-profile, good for not 
gouging into you while carrying 
but a bit hard to engage with one 
thumb while running the gun. 
Getting the safety off for firing 

was very intuitive for this shooter 
accustomed to a single action 
semi-auto.

The grip is undercut nicely 
below the slide to shorten trigger 
reach and provide a well-defined 
tang for a good, high hold. The 
grip length is quite short, but the 
magazines have base plates that 
are elongated and flared forward 
to give a nice resting place for the 
little finger that might otherwise 
be left hanging free or curling 
under the butt of the grip for those 
with larger than average hands.

The trigger gauged for me at 
an average of 7.5 lb. pull weight. 
There was quite a bit of travel in 
the trigger press with the break 
point all the way at the back of the 
trigger guard. I found the trigger 
safety lever to be uncomfortable 
to my finger after very few rounds. 
Trigger re-set was quite distinct 
both tactilely and audibly so rapid 
fire was easy to manage.

The Millennium G2 is very 
simple to disassemble and 
reassemble for cleaning and 
maintenance. Simply pull the 
slide about 1/8 in. to the rear in an 
armorer’s grip, pull down on the 
disassembly lever (which looks just 
like that on a Glock) and slip the 
slide off the frame forward. The 
captured recoil spring assembly 
and barrel come out easily. I gave 

the gun a light lube and reversed 
the procedure to put it back 
together. The Millennium does 
not require you to pull the trigger 
to disassemble like a number of 
striker fired guns do, so that bit of 
safety heartburn isn’t present with 
this gun.

I met McKenzie Gunns on 
the range at Firearms Academy 

of Seattle (see my article about 
her internship for Taurus in the 
previous issue of Women & Guns) 
for some fun shooting falling steel 
with the Millennium G2. We 
both found the sights to be hitting 
to the left for us. Fortunately, the 
sight adjustment tool was easy 

to use and the manual 
directions simple. We got 
some good practice in and 
limbered up the gun for 
accuracy testing to be done 
later.

I performed accuracy 
tests with what few 
varieties of ammunition I 

 
Table 1
 Ammunition type Average 5-Shot Average Best Malfunctions
   Group   3-Shots  or Issues
 Cor®Bon 125-gr 
 +P JHP  3.6 in.   1.75 in. None
 Grizzly 124-gr. JHP 4 in.   1.75 in. None
 Grizzly 115-gr. JHP 3.5 in.   1.6 in.  None
 Federal American Eagle 
 115-gr. FMJ  2.4 in.   1.5 in.   None

Sources
Page 42

The	 lock	 port	 is	 just	 under	 the	
sights	 (shown	 here	 with	 the	
key	 inserted).	 Just	 above	 are	
the	 sight	 adjustment	 screws	
that	 use	 the	 other	 prong	 of	 the	
tool.	The	narrow	bar	just	behind	
the	 ejection	 port	 is	 the	 loaded	
chamber	 indicator.	 It	 rocks	 up	
and	shows	a	red	dot	when	there	
is	a	round	in	the	chamber.

The	 Millennium	 G2	 comes	 with	
two	12-round	magazines	and	two	
lock/sight	adjustment	tools.

Taurus G2
Continued on Page 43
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Buying a new gun is a big deal. 
It’s certainly a big investment, but 
it’s also much more than that. At 
some point you may trust your life 
to it. Need we say that you need to 
be an informed consumer?

“Purchasing a gun is an 
investment,” said Lynne Finch, 
an NRA certified instructor and 
defensive firearms coach in the 
Washington, DC, metro area, 
and president of National Take 
Your Daughter to the Range Day. 
“Firearms are like shoes. You start 
out with one, and you start to like 
what you’re doing. Then you end 
up with a lot more.”

Experts say women make several 
consistent mistakes when they 
purchase a self-defense handgun. 
If you do some preparation and 
trust your own knowledge and 
instincts, you can avoid making 
the same mistakes others have 

made, and purchase a firearm that 
is truly right for you.

Mistake	#1:	
Letting	someone	else	pick	a	gun	

for	you
Finch said letting someone else 

decide what gun you’re going 
to shoot is the biggest mistake 
women make when choosing a 
firearm.

“Many times when a woman 
comes to a First Steps program(a 
program of the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation, nssf.org), she 
shows up with a gun that either 
the man behind the counter or her 
significant other recommended,” 
she said. 

Finch said one woman showed 
up heavily overgunned with a 
large revolver.

“This poor lady could not fire 
it except in single-action because 
the trigger pull was so heavy, as 
it is on most revolvers,” she said. 
“If you’re not used to shooting, 
a 12-pound trigger pull is a lot. 

Even if you are, that much trigger 
pull is a lot! If you’re going to use a 
gun for self-defense, you need one 
that’s reliable and manageable and 
fits your hand.” 

Judit Roth, a competitive shooter 
and NRA certified instructor who 
teaches at a number of ranges in 
the area of Virginia Beach, VA, 
also said the number one mistake 
women make is letting someone 
else tell them what gun to buy.

“Often it’s either a husband or a 
boyfriend, or it’s the person behind 
the counter,” she said. “Don’t 
jump into purchasing a handgun 
just because someone says ‘This is 
what you should have,’ or ‘This is 
what police officers are carrying 
now.’ That doesn’t mean you’ll be 
able to shoot it well.”

Finch said you should not 
assume that the person behind 
the counter is a shooter or even 
knows about guns; she has 
had the experience of having a 
non-shooter trying to sell her 

Judit	Roth	getting	ready	 to	practice	on	 the	
range.	Photo	courtesy	of	Judit	Roth.

Nine Mistakes Women Make When 
Choosing a Self-Defense Gun



July-August 2013   21

everything but what she was 
asking to see.

“That came as a real eye opener 
to me,” she said. “Sometimes 
you may find yourself taking 
advice from people who don’t 
know anything or who are selling 
whatever their boss said to sell. Or 
they have a preconceived notion of 
what a woman needs.”

That said, many gun shop 
owners—particularly those 
with ranges associated with 
their stores—specifically cater 
to women and understand what 
kinds of firearms women need. 
There is no solid rule of thumb 
here except also do your research 
about who you’re dealing with, 
and if something doesn’t sound 
right to you, question it.

Mistake	#2:	
Failing	to	do	your	research	

This goes right along with 
mistake #1. If you haven’t done 
your research and don’t really 
know what you want, it’s hard to 
stand your ground on the choice 
you’ve made when someone 
(usually some man) tried to argue 
with you.

“The first thing you need to ask 

yourself is, ‘What am I going to 
use this gun for?’” Finch said. “If 
I’m just going to go to the range 
and plink and play, I can buy a .22 
with a longer barrel. But if I want 
a gun for personal defense, I need 
to look at fit, feel and function.” 

Roth recommends that women 
shoot a lot of firearms before they 
choose the one they’re going to 
purchase.

“When you decide to buy a 
handgun, go to a range that has 
the option to rent handguns, and 
take your time,” she said. “Try out 
every handgun you can for at least 
a few rounds. Make a list in order 
of the ones you like the most. 
Then go back to those that are on 
the top of the list. Eventually you 
will know which one you want to 
buy. It’s a process, and it can’t be 
done in one trip to the range.”

Finch most often recommends 
a  modern striker-fired pistol in 
9mm.

“It’s a type of semi-auto,” she 
said. “I usually recommend it 
because it doesn’t have a hammer, 
it has a consistent trigger pull, and 

it usually doesn’t have a manual 
safety or a lot of extra buttons and 
levers to mess with.” 

Some of the specific firearms 
included in that category of guns 
are Glocks, Smith & Wesson 
M&Ps, and Springfield XDs.

“You can recover from the recoil 
of the 9mm faster than you can 
from a .40 or a .45,” she said. “It’s 
also a little easier to find practice 
ammo. The difference in the 
wounding capacity of a 9mm, a 
.40, a .45 and a .38 is negligible, 
but the difference in the recoil 
management is significant. If I’m 
looking for something for defense, 
I want to be able to put as many 
shots on target as I need to, to 
stop the threat as quickly and 
as accurately as I possibly can. I 
can do that faster and with more 
accuracy with a 9mm than I can 
with a .40 or a .45 or a .38.”

Mistake	#3:	
Fearing	that	your	first	gun	is	

your	only	gun
As much as you need to make a 

good decision when you purchase 
a firearm, that doesn’t mean 

Possible	 locations	 for	 carrying	
a	 pistol,	 if	 you	 have	 the	 correct	
holster.	Photo	courtesy	of	Lynne	
Finch.

Judit	Roth	practicing	with	an	AR-type	rifle	before	she	teaches	a	class.
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that you’re stuck with that gun 
through eternity. Learning to be 
responsible for your own safety 
is a process, and as you go along 
you may find that your wants and 
needs change.

When that happens it’s time 
to buy another gun. You can 
keep the one you have and add 
one, or if that doesn’t suit you, 
use the knowledge you gained 
when you bought the f irst one 
and go through the process 
again.

“Many women don’t realize 
how easy it is to sell a gun and 
buy a different one that will 
work better than the first one 
they bought,” Roth said. Again, 
it’s a process.

Mistake	#4:	
Buying	a	gun	that	doesn’t	fit
This really goes along with not 

doing your research (Mistake #2), 
but it’s an important enough issue 
for us to break it out separately.

Finch said that when a woman 
walks into a gun store, the guy 
behind the counter often will try 
to sell her something small, such 
as a derringer.

“I’ve shot a derringer, and it’s like 
trying to hold onto a baby carrot,” 
she said. “I need something big 
enough that I can control it and 
small enough that I can fit it in 
my hand and carry it safely. Really 
small guns are hard to handle and 
really big guns are hard to handle. 
The ones in the middle fit the best 
but they don’t all fit the same, so 
you need to hold them and feel 
them and see how they fit in your 
hand.”

Finch said to ask yourself these 

questions:
•Can you reach everything you 

need to reach? 
•Will your finger reach the 

trigger?
•Can you securely hold onto the 

grip?
Mistake	#5:	

Buying	a	holster	that	doesn’t	fit	
your	gun	or	your	lifestyle

Roth said many women who 
purchase a defense handgun 
don’t think about how they’re 
going to carry it until after they 
get home. If you’re going to carry 
a firearm, she said, you need to 
think about how and where it 

will be. 
“You need to think about what 

kind of holster you’re going to get,” 
she said. “Where are you going to 
place it on your body? Can you 
get to it? How fast can you get to 
it? Those are all issues that people 
don’t think about.”

Once you have the holster, 
practice with it.

“Many women have the holster 
but don’t know how to use it,” 
Roth said. “They don’t know how 

A	class	of	Lynne	Finch’s	getting	ready	to	shoot.	Judit	Roth	is	in	the	
background.

A	women’s	self-defense	class	practicing	with	their	handguns.	
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to dress with it. You need to know 
how to draw from it, and how to 
get to it fast enough in a stress 
situation.”

Mistake	#6:	
Failing	to	have	a	plan	for	storing	

the	gun	safely
OK, we know the title of this 

article is mistakes you make when 
you’re buying a gun. But the 
process continues after you get the 

firearm home.
It goes without saying that 

any firearm is dangerous in 
inexperienced hands. How are you 
going to store your firearm so you 
can get to it easily but youngsters 
are protected?

“Do you have children in your 
home, or just friends coming 
over?” Roth said. “You need a 
plan for where you’re going to 
keep your handgun and how 
accessible it’s going to be.” If 
you put your defense gun in a 
safe, your children are protected 
but you may not be able to get 
to it if you need it. Solving this 
problem isn’t automatic; you 
should be thinking about a plan 
as a part of your decision to 
purchase the gun.

Mistake	#7:	
Failing	to	practice	after	the	

purchase
It’s not enough to buy a gun and 

take it home; you need to be well 
versed in how to use it.

“People think that once they 
have their permit, that they’re 
good to go,” Roth said. “What 
they fail to realize is that they 
must practice, and not just target 

shooting. When you’re in a stress 
situation you act differently, and 
you have to practice how to draw 
from your holster. People don’t 
pay attention to that.”

Mistake	#8:	
Failing	to	practice	with	your	

chosen	ammunition
This isn’t just about knowing 

your firearm; it’s also about 
being sure the ammo you’ve 
chosen cycles through the firearm 
properly.

“Not only do you need to be 
selective with your firearm, you 
also need to make sure that the 
ammunition that you choose 
works with your gun,” Finch 
said. “You need to take a couple 
boxes of hollow point and go to 
the range and shoot them all. 

You want to make sure that the 
carry ammo will feed in the gun 
with zero failures. In a defensive 
situation, you want to know that 
whatever you’re carrying works in 
your gun.” 

Mistake	#9:	
Leaving	your	gun	dirty

A dirty gun is a firearm waiting 
for a misfire. If you take your gun 
to the range and practice with 
it multiple times, and then put 
it away dirty, you’re asking for 
trouble when you really, really 
need it.

Finch said she cleans her carry 
gun every time she practices 
with it.

“I’ve never heard of anyone 
having a malfunction because 
their gun was too clean,” she said. 

Buying a firearm—particularly 
your first firearm—can be 
intimidating. Visit the range, 
rent a few firearms, get a lesson or 
two, and you’ll figure out which 
is the right defense handgun for 
you.

W&G

All	 in	 the	 family.	 Judit	 Roth’s	
10-year-old	 son	 practicing	 with	
an	AR-type	rifle.	

Judit	Roth	practices	what	she	preaches;	here	she	is	practicing	with	
her	carry	gun.
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By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

One of the enjoyable side-
benefits of writing for a magazine 
is occasionally being able to 
test either new, or new-to-you 
products and see how they 
perform. Sometimes companies 
anxious for publicity send these 
items to you, and other times you 
approach the company to request 
a sample of their product to test. 
In this instance, I was the one 
doing the approaching.

I emailed and talked on the 
phone with David, a congenial 
Southern gentleman, about getting 
some samples of FrogLube (one of 
the products they distribute) to 
evaluate and test, and hopefully 
write an article abou it. David’s 
the principle in Blue Spoon 
Distribution, Inc., FrogLube’s 
distributor. Blue Spoon is a small, 
veteran-owned business.

In about a week the package 
arrived, and I started testing. I had 
decided to pit FrogLube against 
the gun cleaner and lubricant I had 
been using for several years, and also 
a third product I’d also heard good 
things about. All three are called 
non-toxic, and are highly regarded 
for efficacy and ease of use.

FrogLube’s parent company, 
Audemous, Inc., is a Service 
Disabled Veteran Owned Business 
and a small family business. 
FrogLube is derived from natural, 
“food-grade” ingredients and 
it was developed by retired US 
Navy SEAL Capt. Larry Lasky, 

and originally intended for 
use by fellow SEALs in their 
harsh operating environment. 
According to Capt. Lasky, “The 
stuff just works.” This latter 
phrase is quoted extensively in 
company literature.

A cleaner, lubricant and 
preservative (CLP), FrogLube is 
biodegradable, non-toxic, non-
hazardous, and non-flammable; 
it is a USDA Certified Biobased 
Product. Proudly made in the 
USA, they are very involved in 
supporting our troops through 
organizations such as Troops 
Direct (http://troopsdirect.org/) 
and the Navy SEAL Foundation 
(http://www.navysealfoundation.
org/), and have donated many 
thousands of FrogLube units to 
those on the front lines.

FrogLube does not harm plastic, 
rubber, nylon or wood. In fact, it 

will enhance and preserve them. 
Likewise it will not harm after-
market finishes, bluing, or night 
sights. You can also use it in 
airsoft and paintball guns since 
it conditions O-rings and rubber 

parts, improves pressure retention.
Oh, yes, the testing. Now, I’m 

not a metallurgist or structural 
engineer, and I don’t play one on 
CSI. So I can’t absolutely validate 
that FrogLube’s heavy specific 
gravity creeps deep into micro-
fissures of metal and acts as a type 
of “seasoning,” roughly analogous 
to a cast iron skillet. Or that it 
prevents or hampers fouling from 
bonding with metal surfaces so 
clean-up becomes easier.

I can say, however, that I was 
impressed with the results. A 
number of guns were fired, Glock 
19s, Ruger LC9s, and Kahr PM9s, 
using a variety of ammunition in 
ball, hollow-point, 115-gr., 124 
gr., 147-gr., both standard and 
+P pressures. The ammunition 
ranged from new to 20 years old. 
The firearms were cleaned with 
the recommended cleaner, and 

FrogLube	 System	 Kit	 ($49.99)	 on	 left	 and	 brand	 new	 FrogShell	
System	($29.99)	on	right.

Family-Run FrogLube
Makes Excellent Gun Cleaner
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then lubed, all according to each 
product’s directions. The guns 
were then taken to the range 
several times, and the entire clean/
lube cycle was repeated. This went 
on for approximately two months.

While all three products 
performed well, and it is my opinion 
that any of them would serve you 
well, my preference is for FrogLube. 
Now, this is subjective, and, sorry 
to say, I did not take meticulous 
readings and measurements, since, 
to me, gun cleaning is the penance 
you have to pay in order to pull the 
trigger. That being said, I am a very 
good observer, and I have a keen eye 
for detail.

So, what I found was that the 
FrogLubed guns, especially the 
barrels, stayed cleaner than those 
using the other products. Those 
barrels were a bit easier to clean, 
as were the slides...the frames 
were about a draw. In really 
dusty and windy environments, 
the FrogLubed guns seemed 
to accumulate less detritus and 
cartridge by-products. Not only 
that, but subsequent cleaning took 
me a bit less time.

While FrogLube works just 
fine when applied as is, in order 
to achieve its best performance, 

the gun parts should be heated 
slightly by sitting in 15 minutes 
of direct sunlight, or by using a 
hair dryer or equivalent. This will 
increase its rate of absorption.

I’m really a fan of any product 
which makes this task easier and 
quicker for me. Now, while heating 
up with the hair dryer does take a 
bit more time, I was able to do other 
things while the parts were warming 
up, and I only use the CLP paste 
and heat every other time or so.

Full directions are on FrogLube’s 
web site, but, in a nutshell, clean 
off all prior treatments, especially 
petrochemicals, if possible. Clean 
with the FrogLube Solvent. Then 
lube with either the FrogLube 
CLP paste (using the supplied 
brush), or the FrogLube CLP 
liquid. My preference is to use 
the liquid in the field, if ever 
necessary, and the solvent and 
paste when at home, using an 
inexpensive hair dryer to do the 
heating honors. It is long-lasting, 
and seems to become even more 
effective with repeated use.

FrogLube supports our military, 
and also gives back to the 
community as well as sponsoring 
a number of individual shooters, 
including 5 women and 3 children. 

Shauna	 Lasky,	 FrogLube’s	 Operations	 Manager,	 and	 Chris	 Costa,	
Costa	Ludus,	LLC,	in	a	promotional	image	for	the	company.

These latter demographics are being 
heavily targeted by this country’s 
virulent anti-gun organizations. 
Companies like the family/veteran 
owned FrogLube go a long way to 
refute their garbage. We need to 
support these American-owned 
companies manufacturing and 
creating jobs right here.

MSRP’s run from a modest 
$8.99 for a five pack of 8” x 8” 
pretreated reusable wipes, to 
$49.99 for the FrogTube System 
Kit which includes the CLP paste, 
CLP liquid, solvent, microfiber 
towel, and 2-ended brush (the 
kit evaluated). A brand new 
FrogShell System kit has just 
come out, without the paste and 
towel, for only $29.99. Items are 
also available individually, and in 
larger sizes. You should be able 
to find FrogLube products at 
your favorite local dealer. If not, 
ask them to stock it. If you’re in 
a hurry, you can order what you 
need on FrogLube’s website.

Looking at the Material Safety 
Data Sheets (MSDS) is also 
telling. There are no special 
hygiene, respiratory, or ventilation 
protocols required. The other 
two MSDS’ recommend (but 
do not require) rubber gloves 
and ventilation. Washing and 
clothing cleanup is also suggested. 
Now, I remember having to clean 
outside, or use a fan by an open 
door or window (really fun in 
New England winters), or risking 
feeling either light-headed or 
having your fingers start tingling. 
Those older chemicals were quite 
potent. While I still follow my 
own safety protocols, and all three 
products are rated non-toxic, I 
know which one I prefer using—
FrogLube.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

I have to admit to a certain 
amount of skepticism when first 
examining laser sights. I do not 
like to depend upon any device 
that requires batteries. They tend 
to fail at the worst moment. Just 
the same, the advantages are such 
that we may simply learn to do 
the proper upkeep and learn to 
fall back on “what we know” 
when a battery operated device 
fails. I attempt to keep an open 
mind. In the past I have seen 
cut-away trigger guards, light 
weight bullets, various ineffective 
handgun cartridges, and ungainly 
attachments by the dozen come 
and go. I have also observed 
questionable training procedure. 
By the same token, a closed mind 
is a terminal course. 

Laser sights for handguns are 
here to stay by all accounts and 
seem to be gaining ground. I think 

that many shooters’ first reaction 
to laser sights is, “Way cool,” but 
we need more than that to rely 
upon a device that may save our 
lives. Let’s look at the three main 
advantages to the laser sight that I 
have been able to discern, 

1. Accurate shot placement. 
There are situations in which the 

laser placement of a red dot makes 
for better shot placement. 

2. Deterrent value. A bright red 
dot when visible to the felon has 
been known to give them pause. 

Listen, if they do not see “shoot” 
in your eyes it won’t matter but 
beyond any doubt our protein-
fed ex-con criminal class is 
conditioned by the cinema and 
the unerring deadliness of the 
laser blaster in such scenarios. 

3. Practice. This just may be 
the most overlooked advantage of 
the laser. The laser is a sure fire 
means of detecting wobble and 
jerking a trigger in practice. When 
engaging in dry fire practice with 
the laser turned on, the red dot 
will either stay in one spot or 
appear to bounce all over the wall 
when we press the trigger. If you 
cannot control the trigger, the 
laser gyrates all over the target. 

Let’s attempt to understand 
just what a laser is. There are 
incredibly strong plasma and 
chemical lasers in use by the 
military that need not concern 
us. Lasers are also used in high 
level communication. Pulse lasers 
carry information at the speed of 

A Hard Look 
at Laser 
Sights
for
Self-Defense

The	LaserMax	unit	is	bright,	reliable	and	effective.	

This	 is	 a	 bright	 unit!	 The	
LaserMax	 is	among	 the	premier	
laser	sights	available.	
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light. On the more mundane scale 
we have laser printers. Lasers fall 
into the field of non-linear optics. 
Lasers are Light Amplified by the 
Stimulated Emission of Radiation. 
Those familiar with electronics 
know that an amplifier given too 
many volts begins to oscillate.

Lasers oscillate. The difference 
in a laser and other light sources 
is that the laser beam is very 
coherent. The longitudinal and 
transverse coherence is virtually 
equal—exceptional. 

Laser design commonly begins 
with a tube between two mirrors. 
The tube is filled with gas. The 
combination may be helium 
or neon, and other elements 
are sometimes used. Voltage is 

applied to the gas in the tube and 
the atomic process occurs. Excited 
neon atoms have a need to shed 
energy. This energy becomes an 
important component of the laser 
beam. 

The laser’s high intensity has 
progressed immensely in the past 
decade. The laser’s progress has 
resulted in great strides in non 

linear optics. Both innovations 
and fortunes have been the result. 

Today laser gear is relatively 
simple and even combat worthy. 
My change in viewpoint to accept 
laser sights has given me many 
options. I stand by my conclusions. 
My test program is repeatable and 
verifiable and I urge all concerned 
to conduct their own test. After 
all, that is the value of science 
and in personal terms it is your 
hide that is at stake. The purpose 
of sights of any type is to hit the 
target. 

Anything that helps us hit the 
target is good. Iron sights require 
a certain amount of body aiming. 
At conversational distance you 
may quickly draw and fire and 

place the pistol over the target 
without actually taking a precise 
aim. This is known as a flash sight 
picture. You may use only the front 
sight. At twenty feet or so, typical 
combat range, body aiming and 
positioning while looking over 
the front sight works. But aiming 
with conventional sights in dim 
light conditions is sometimes not 

possible. Laser sights offer the 
same advantage offered by many 
optical sights or scopes. Sighting 
is reduced to focusing on one 
plane. You do not have to keep 
front and rear sights aligned and 

also focus on the target—which is 
impossible. Conventional wisdom 
calls for a sharp sight picture and 
a fuzzy target. 

I have to state at this point the 
agencies in which I worked—
contrary to what is seen on bad 
TV—would never have allowed 
officers to draw the piece at the 
very hint of a threat and walk 
around on every search with a 
drawn weapon. I think sometimes 
this convinces the felon we are 
not serious. We had a reason for 
drawing the weapon. That being 
said, the laser dot has considerable 
deterrent. The handgun is a 
weapon of last resort after all other 
avenues have been exhausted. That 
red dot can be convincing. Most 
gunfights are a 50/50 proposition 
with either side having an equal 
opportunity for death. If the sight 
convinces a felon not to fire or to 
drop his edged weapon all to the 
good. 

I believe that the laser is useful 
first as a training tool to highlight 
problems in trigger compression 
and the grip. Second, the laser 
is an ancillary device to the iron 
sights on the handgun. In bright 
light the laser may not be visible. 
Against red clothing the red dot 
is not visible and against green 

The	 LaserMax	 laser	 sight	 offers	 a	 cohesive	 beam	 for	 target	
acquisition.	

Self-luminous	 sights	 such	 as	
those	 found	 on	 the	 Kimber	 are	
ideal	for	personal	defense.	
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clothing the green dot laser is 
not visible. Laser sights are fairly 
rugged but not infallible. But 
the advantages outweigh the 
downside. 

I have a few concerns but 
they are minimal when you 
understand the nature of the 
sights. When working up drills 
in the home the beam may 
produce unpredictable results 
that are noted when the beam 
meets certain surfaces. An issue 
seldom discussed is reflection and 
refraction. The laser beam may 
be bounced from the optimal 
path by scattering, reflection, 
refraction, and diffraction. The 
pattern or mode of pulse of the 
laser is similar to microwave 
energy and follows a straight path 
but deviation is possible. 

When we discuss mode 
frequency and phase you may 
feel as if you are viewing a 
Star Trek episode—and the 
fictional “Phaser” is certainly 
understandable in laser terms. 
The laws of reflection must be 
obeyed and the plane of incidence 
may vary. When the laser meets 
a non-transparent matter a laser 

may be bent into a family of paths. 
The longitudinal and transverse 
coherence remain but the light is 
sent in another direction. 

I am not an expert in the 
geometric optic field but my 
experiments confirm that lasers 
will bounce off glass and highly 
polished enamel. When directing 
the beam through glass there was 
considerable refraction. The beam 
will not refract off of any clothing 
I tested. 

Then there is the famous “Who 
has the dot?” scenario. This 
involves a team of officers who 
have a subject with a hostage at 
gunpoint. Several beams are on 
the subject’s head but one officer 
has the beam on the hostage—but 
who has the beam? The answer 
is simple—check your sights! 
But this is a scenario well worth 
considering for a family concerned 
with personal defense. 

Practical advantages of the laser 
sight include the ability to fire 
around barricades at short range 
without the need to move your 
body into the kill zone. You may 
use the laser sight at a greater 
distance, keeping your body 
behind cover. Just the same you 
will have to allow an avenue for 
the laser beam to travel but you 
will be able to make solid hits at 
five to ten yards while exposing 
less of your body. 

As for laser sight longevity, I 
have owned several pistols that 
have fired several thousand rounds 
with no ill effects. As a test for 

The	 Glock	 factory	 unit	 is	 well	 designed	 and	 among	 the	 more	
affordable	factory	options.	

Insights	 Technology	 lights	 coupled	 with	 a	 Rock	 River	 Arms	 .45	 is	
good	kit	for	personal	defense.	
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this report, I used my personal 
LaserMax-equipped Beretta 92 
9mm. With the integral guide rod 
laser in use the Beretta’s sights and 

the red dot were in agreement after 
the simple installation process. I 
am more concerned with reliability 
and longevity with this type of 
device when I consider the tactical 

implications. I have fired quite a 
few rounds in this handgun with 
the device turned on. I have fired 
high velocity Fiocchi 124-grain 

Extrema in the LaserMax Beretta. 
I have also included a mix of loads 
that transfer a lot of momentum 
to the pistol, including the Fiocchi 
147-grain Extrema. No shifting of 
impact was noted and the unit 
works just as new. After some 
evaluation this Laser sight seems 
a good option and a worthwhile 
addition to the tactical battery. 
They require some effort and 
skill building from the user. In 
the end they are well worth the 
price if they save lives, and claims 
of their life saving abilities have 
been borne out on more than one 
occasion. 

Every pistol should be fitted 
with good self luminous iron 
sights. Recently I installed Trijicon 
night sights on my personal Glock 
Model 19. Night sights feature 
shock mounted tubes filled 
with radioactive Tritium. The 
radioactive glow is focused in a 
synthetic sapphire. These sights 
make for true twenty-four hour 
utility.

I am not enthusiastic about 
turning my handgun into a 
flashlight, but if you choose to 
use weapon-mounted lights, 
the Glock factory model, the 
SureFire and the Streamlight are 
good choices. They are compact 
and durable. I have practiced 
quickly activating the switch and 
find the unit has good potential 
and illuminates areas out of 
proportion to its compact size. 
However, one of my students 
found his battery dead after the 
on and off switch was bumped on 
during the night. The same has 
been reported with some laser 
sights. Remember, don’t be a one 
trick pony and have other options 
if the lasers or lights go out. 

For years I have used fake 

handguns in training. They 
afford a degree of realism but 
offer safety. There have been a 
number of tragic incidents during 
training that may be avoided 
by the use of Odin Press and 
ASP rubber and cast handguns. 

However, I recently ran across 
another option that is startling 
in its economy. I purchased an 
eight dollar plastic Glock at the 
flea market on a lark. There were 
others on hand for up to fifteen 
dollars of roughly the same 
pattern. They are clearly marked 
with an orange muzzle as fake 
guns and the weight is so light 
they should not be mistaken for 
real pistols. They are battery 
operated and when the trigger 
is pressed the slide reciprocates. 
But they are very well molded 
and incorporate accessory rails 
into the frame. You guessed it—
the Glock combat light fits these 
frame rails. This is cheap safe 
training in the use of rail lights. 

There were also 1911 and 
Beretta types with under the slide 
mounted lasers that might afford 
an option for safe training in a 
crowded classroom. Sure they 
may not last long and the quality 
is not very good but for the price 
they may just be a rule beater in 
training scenarios. 

W&G

Trijicon	 night	 sights	 may	 be	
retrofitted	 to	 most	 handguns.	
These	 are	 the	 premier	 night	
sights	 and	 well	 suited	 to	 hard	
duty.	

Trijicon	sights	are	not	 limited	 to	
handguns--this	 is	 a	 set	 for	 the	
AR	15	rifle.	

A	cheap	 trainer!	A	plastic	pistol	
and	the	combat	light.	
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

You’ve taken your concealed 
weapons (CCW) class and you 
have your permit in hand. You’ve 
purchased that nice little pistol 
you wanted and you practice 
shooting targets with it regularly. 
You’re prepared for anything that 
comes through your door.

Uhhhhhh…….not!
I thought I was prepared, 

too. My wakeup call came on 
a shooting range at the SHOT 

Show last January, when I had 
an opportunity to shoot on 
Meggitt Training Systems’ FATS 
L7 compact firearms training 
simulator.

My training scenario began with 
a noise from the virtual “garage.” 
The simulation took me down the 
hall and through the kitchen, and 
opened the door leading from the 
kitchen into the garage. There, 
a man had opened the driver’s 
door of the car and was bent over 
riffling through whatever he could 
find.

“Hey, what are you doing?” I 

yelled.
The man came up from 

behind the car door as if he had 
something in his hand. I hesitated, 
not willing (even in a scenario) to 
take a shot until I was sure of what 
he was holding. Whatever was 
in his hand it wasn’t a gun, and 
he turned and fled out the open 
garage door.

I relaxed.
“Careful,” my trainer said. “He 

might not have been alone.”
No sooner were the words out 

of his mouth than another man 
popped up from behind the car. 

Women&Guns

Four	 women	 shooting	 on	 the	 Meggitt	 Training	 Systems	 FATS	 L7	
compact	firearms	training	simulator	at	The	Range	at	Lake	Norman.	
Photo	courtesy	of	Tricia	Sisson.

Meggitt Training System 
Teaches Women to Be Ready
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This man was armed, and he 
got off three shots before I even 
brought the gun to bear. 

My first three return shots did 
considerable damage to the front 
fender. On the fourth shot I finally 
connected and sent him tumbling 
backwards. When the trainer 
brought up the laser trail—known 
as trace analysis—that showed the 
path the muzzle of my gun had 
taken, I was shocked. For someone 
who has handled firearms since 
I was 8, I surely didn’t have very 
good muzzle control.

That trip through the Meggitt 
system brought home to me 
very clearly the notion that it 
doesn’t matter how good you 
are at hitting the 10 ring. When 
someone is banging on your door 
in the middle of the night, you had 
better be prepared for anything, 
and just getting your concealed 
carry permit and shooting at 
targets doesn’t give you that kind 
of preparation.

“Getting a CCW is a bureaucratic 
process, not really training for 
defensive shooting,” said Rob 
Pincus, owner of I.C.E. Training 

Company and the Managing 
Editor of Personal Defense 
Network. “This is a huge problem 
in the shooting community. Many 
new shooters, especially women, 

fall victim to the perception that 
the state approved courses are 
adequate training and end up on 
the street with concealed firearms 
and a dramatic over-confidence 
in their ability. Carrying a 
gun without getting trained to 
efficiently present the firearm 
from the holster and get rapid hits 
under typical defensive shooting 
situations isn’t responsible.”

Pincus said that scenario 
training is a great way for women 
to apply the skills they’ve learned 
through their classes and from 
target shooting to real life 
situations.

“It’s one thing to merely 
perform skills in a drill or during a 
qualification test,” he said. “A well 
run scenario session will challenge 
the student to use the skills in 

A	still	 from	a	scenario	where	the	perpetrator	 is	going	through	the	
homeowner’s	 car.	 This	 is	 the	 scenario	 that	 “got”	 the	 author.	 This	
perpetrator	ran	away	and	she	relaxed;	as	soon	as	she	did,	a	second	
perp	popped	up	from	the	other	side	of	the	car	and	started	shooting.	
Photo	courtesy	of	Meggitt	Training	Systems.



32	 	 	 Women&Guns

context. This can highlight 
weakness in a training or practice 
program that only focuses on skills 
in isolation and reveal flaws that a 
student needs to go back and work 
on. High quality scenario training 
can be done in a variety of ways, 
with video simulators, on live 
square ranges or with simulation 
guns and trained role-players.”

Meggitt Training Systems has 
set out to provide that kind of 
training to the general public. 

Meggitt has long provided 
training for law enforcement and 
the military, but the company 
started making high-tech scenario 
training available to commercial 
ranges and to individuals only in 
the past couple of years.

According to Larry Sunderlin, 
sales manager/Northeast United 
States with Meggitt Training 
Systems, this type of training 
directly addresses the kind of 
tunnel vision that I experienced. 

“Simulation training is 
important because it makes you 
aware of your entire surroundings,” 
he said. “You get tunnel vision 
when you’re immersed in the 
scenario. You see one suspect 

leaving and you immediately 
think that it’s all over because he 
left. Then another person pops up 
from the other side of the vehicle 
and fires at you. By the time you 
pull around to shoot at him the 
person’s already gotten three or 
four shots off.” 

In a real home invasion, this 
kind of tunnel vision can be 
catastrophic. Realistic training 
can help you prepare to be 
aware of your surroundings and 
have a positive outcome to a 
confrontation.

“We try to make the home 
defense scenarios as real as possible 
so our system is a good training 
tool,” Sunderlin said. “The system 
helps you learn how to shoot 
center mass but also addresses 
other considerations such as errant 
rounds, and people pulling the 
trigger at the wrong moment and 
shooting those errant rounds. It’s 
a matter of training. In the law 
enforcement and military area we 
call it muscle memory. Once you 
start shooting these scenarios your 

reaction to situations becomes 
second nature.” 

Sunderlin said even a single 
session of scenario training can 
improve your ability to deal with 
the unexpected.

“Take the scenario that you 
went through as an example,” he 
reminded me. “Now you know 
that if you get into that scenario 
again, in your own home or 
anybody else’s home, you are 
not going to let your guard 
down until you know the entire 
room or entire area is secure. 
You’re going to make sure that 
everything’s clear that you can 
physically see before you let your 
guard down rather than relaxing 
after the first person leaves and 
then having other criminals 
in the room that can possibly 
attack you as well.”

The Meggitt scenario training 
system also has the ability to show 
you exactly where your firearm is 
pointing at all times. When I went 
through the scenario at the SHOT 
Show, the trainer was able to pull 

A	 Beretta	 modified	 for	 BlueFire	
wireless	 technology.	 Photo	
courtesy	 Meggitt	 Training	
Systems.

Another	still	 from	a	Home	Invasion	scenario	where	the	perpetrator	
is	a	woman	in	the	living	room.	This	type	of	scenario	is	particularly	
difficult	to	train	on.	Photo	courtesy	of	Meggitt	Training	Systems.
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up a picture of all the wobbles and 
movements that I made. It was 
excellent feedback about muzzle 
control. By looking at how the 
business end of the firearm moves 
when you pull the trigger, the 
trainer also can spot problems 
with stance and grip that affect 
your accuracy.

All of this is accomplished 
with Bluetooth technology that 
communicates between the 
firearms and the training system, 
as well as a laser pointer and a 
plunger to provide realistic recoil.

“These are our BlueFire wireless 
weapon simulators,” Sunderlin 
said. “We take live weapons and 
modify them. Even though they’re 
modified weapons the ATF still 
considers them live weapons, so 
they’re ATF controlled.” Because 
the firearms used for scenario 
training are “the real deal,” the 
user gets realistic training that 
doesn’t feel like she’s using a toy 
gun.

The laser interface provides 
training at several levels.

“We can trace the laser during 
the replay of the scenario,” 
Sunderlin said. “When you watch 
a replay you can see the trace of 
the laser, which is your barrel 
direction the entire time during 
the scenario. It’s a great training 
tool to show people about muzzle 
safety. You don’t want to be 
pointing at innocent people when 
you’re supposed to be pointing at 
the ground.”

The same laser trace also helps 
with simple marksmanship, 
particularly for first time shooters.

“Marksmanship training with 
this system is like going onto the 
range for the first time but with 
a weapon that’s not shooting 
live rounds,” Sunderlin said. 

“Beginners may be less afraid 
to shoot it. With any beginning 
shooter, firing that first round 
is scary. So to be able to shoot 
without an actual round going 
downrange and to see a spot 
appear on the screen where you 
shot is a great training tool for 
new shooters to start with.” 

Experienced shooters can get a 
lot of information from the laser 
portion of the system as well.

“The trace analysis gives them 
great pointers on what they’re 
doing wrong when they’re 
shooting,” Sunderlin said. “The 
trace starts five seconds before the 
trigger pull, which is your target 
acquisition timeframe. It captures 
.2 seconds of the trigger pull, and 
two seconds after your trigger 
pull which is the recoil.” An 
experienced instructor can look 
at the trace and know whether 
the student is jerking the trigger 
or consistently doing something 
else that is causing the student to 
shoot poorly.

“You can see it all on the screen,” 
Sunderlin said. “If you’re out on 
the range shooting you just know 
that your bullets are going to the 
right but you don’t know why. 
But when we’re able to show you 
on the screen exactly what you’re 
doing, you can correct it.”

If all of this sounds like it 
would take huge space with lots 
of high tech gizmos, it doesn’t. 
It’s high tech all right, but the 
whole system fits into a neat 
little package that a range—or 
an individual—can roll around 
from place to place.

“It comes in a case that you 
can roll into any room and you 
can project the image onto a 
flat white wall in order to do 
any kind of training,” Sunderlin 

said. Although Meggitt has done 
several installations in people’s 
homes, the system comes with a 
steep price tag; expect to shell out 
about $42,000 for one.

Sunderlin said it’s important for 
anyone shooting on the Meggitt 
system to keep the entire process 
in perspective.

“Meggitt is a manufacturer of 
training tools, and this system is 
a tool,” he said. “The purpose of 
these scenarios is to make people 
more aware of their surroundings. 
It’s also important for individuals 
to be familiar with their state and 
local laws and to always call 911 in 
an emergency.”

Tricia Sisson is CEO of The 
Range at Lake Norman in 
Cornelius, NC. Sisson has a 
Meggitt system on the range that 
she uses for exactly the kind of 
scenario training we’re discussing.

“We incorporate the system 
into a lot of our classwork,” she 
said. “We have a women’s only 
concealed carry class, and a lot 
of the women who are coming in 
now to get their concealed carry 
permits have never even touched a 
firearm. They have no experience 
around guns whatsoever, and 
we’re getting ready to try to 
qualify them so they can carry a 
gun. We use the simulator system 
to give them a way to handle a 
firearm without live firing, which 
teaches them proper grip and 
stance, and it provides the recoil 
so they get used to what the gun 
is going to feel like when they’re 
out on the range with live fire. It 
also gives them experience with a 
situational setting so they really 
understand that if they have to use 

Training System
Continued on Page 43
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The Race
By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

A race has a beginning and an end. 
For the grueling 26 mile long Boston 
Marathon, bragging rights go to 
everyone who is able to finish. It is 
a harmless, apolitical, local pastime 
that has become an international 
event. Runners and onlookers come 
from all over the world. Thousands 
come to encourage strangers to just 
complete the race in the best time 
they can.

Boston is an old city by North 
American standards. It is a city of 
neighborhoods filled with wooden 
three-family homes separated by 
only a driveway. People sit out 
on their porches in the summer 
and help their neighbors shovel 
snow in the winter. Someone is 
always collecting or giving money 
for some local charity. Boston is 
passionate about its sports teams. 

It plays hardball politics. It is a 
town where people go swimming 
in the harbor on January 1st even 
if they have to cut a hole in the 
ice. Boston is my hometown. 
It is where everyone is Irish on 
St. Patrick’s Day and a lover of 
classical music with the Boston 
Pops on July 4th.

Thousands watch the re-
enactment of the Battle of 
Lexington at 5 AM on Patriots 
Day and then watch the Marathon. 
Patriots’ Day is a Massachusetts 
holiday commemorating the start 
of the American Revolution at the 
battles of Concord and Lexington. 

This year’s Patriots’ Day ended 
in blood when two bombs 
exploded without warning in the 
sea of spectators watching the 
Boston Marathon. Boston was 
upset, angry, but not cowered.

The injuries were horrific. People 
literally had their legs blown 
off. The first explosion near the 
finish line caused people to move 
away, towards the killing zone of 
the second explosion. The death 
count would have been higher 
except that, while some ran away 
from the explosions, many people 
ran towards them to frantically 
help the injured. Police, National 
Guardsmen, runners, race officials 
and just plain people began a new 
race. It was a race of wheel chairs 
and gurneys to get the injured to 
the medical tents that had been 
set up for the Marathon runners. 
From there, ambulances raced to 
Boston’s world class hospitals where 
surgical teams raced to save lives. 

The killings at Newtown were 

pushed out of the news. For 
almost six months the anti-gun 
forces had shamelessly milked 
that tragedy for all it was worth. 
Their anger at being upstaged by 
a terrorist bombing in Boston was 
palpable. When they lost the vote 
in the Senate for stricter gun laws, 
they became positively strident. 
They will, however, be back.

Their frustration at being 
pushed out of the news by a 
homemade bomb built from Inter-
net instructions is understandable. 
The “assault weapon” used to 
attack Boston was a kitchen 
pressure cooker.

For months, gun owners argued 
that if someone wanted to kill lots 
of people, he or she did not need a 
gun. There are an infinite number 
of ways that hate can be turned 
into violence against others. The 
enemy is hate, not guns. Three 
people were killed and over 260 
were injured in the initial attack 
in Boston. One police officer was 
killed following the attack and 
a second was seriously injured. 
Many of the injured in Boston 
were children. Some families 
had multiple members lose 
limbs to traumatic amputations. 
Thousands who were not directly 
hurt, were caught up in the event. 

High capacity magazines and 
assault weapons did play a role 
in the Boston bombing. Boston’s 
streets were filled with men in 
black jump suits carrying rifles 
with 30 round magazines. They 
were everywhere: at the crime site, 
at the court house, at the hotels. 
All those guns that we were told 
were not good for anything, were 
the self-defense tool of choice for 
public safety officials who were on 
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the hunt for the bombers.
The community came together 

to find those responsible. The 
thousands of people lining the 
route of the Marathon had taken 
thousands of pictures. The police 
patched those snapshots together to 
create a montage that identified the 
two suspects who were brothers. 

The older brother, we were 
told, was killed in a running 
gun battle in which the suspects 
hurled home made bombs at 
police. There was a massive gun 
fight in the heart of a congested 
neighborhood. The noise of the 
fight, which was recorded by a 
number of people, sounded like 
the commencement of the rapid 
fire stage at the National Matches. 
We are told that over 250 rounds 
were discharged. By the sound of 
the shots, mostly .223, the police 
did the bulk of the shooting. 
During this gun fight, a police 
officer was seriously wounded. As 
it turned out, the two suspects had 
only one handgun, between the 
two of them, a Ruger 9MM. That 
gun was recovered at the scene 
of the first “gun fight.” We were 
told it could not be traced because 
the numbers had been filed off. 
The brothers are alleged to have 
murdered a police officer earlier in 
the evening in an attempt to get a 
second gun but could not figure 
out how to get it out of its holster. 

The younger brother was 
cornered after being spotted by a 
member of the public. A second 
“gun battle” occurred which 
was caught on home video. It 
shows what appears to be a large 
number of rapid flashes from one 
spot in an area occupied by the 
police suggesting the police used 
a machine gun. The suspect who 
was known to be injured when 

located, was unarmed and was 
forced to surrender to police.

The older brother, a resident 
alien, is said to have a history of 
selling marijuana. The younger 
brother, who became a citizen 
in 2011, was in college. He 
supposedly had a history of 
using drugs. The bombing of the 
Marathon was clearly a violation 
of the state law of murder in the 
first degree. It was also called an 
act of terrorism by the federal 
government and thus a violation 
of federal law. Under federal law, 
the attorney general could ask 
for the death penalty. The term 
“terrorist,” however, has a ring of 
excitement that the two criminals 
who committed cold blooded 
murder should not be given. They 
are criminals plain and simple. 

Terrorism is a political tool used 
to discredit the sitting government, 
to topple the government, or to 
force changes in the government. 
To some extent, the “terrorist” 
act in Boston was successful. 
Authorities closed down much of 
the metropolitan Boston area for a 
day and a large section of the core 
city for almost a week. Authorities 
also instituted a door to door 

search of an entire neighborhood 
without any warrants or any 
reason to think the suspects were 
in any particular house.

As soon as the surviving suspect 
was captured, some people urged 
that the he be treated as an “enemy 
combatant” and not be given 
the rights we accord to criminals 
under the Constitution. Such 
action would be a clear victory 
for terrorists as it would signal a 
retreat from our core values. It 
would be a sign that we lack faith 
in our system of laws. It would 
mark us as hypocrites. 

As it was, the FBI questioned the 
suspect without reading him his 
“Miranda rights,” that is without 
advising him that he did not have 
to speak with authorities. It was 
done, supposedly, to determine if 
there were any other conspirators 
or bombs in the community 
under an emergency public safety 
exception to the requirement. 
The problem is that as soon as 
suspect number two was caught, 
law enforcement all went home 
graphically demonstrating their 
belief the emergency was over. The 
questioning lasted 16 hours, long 
after any reasonable fear of other 
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conspirators or acts of violence 
had ended. By engaging in that 
questioning without reading the 
suspect his Miranda rights, federal 
authorities have jeopardized the 
prosecution of the suspect and 
tainted any further investigation. 

One of the most disturbing 
aspects of the Boston bombing 
is that it highlighted the great 
lack of knowledge in the United 
States of the political philosophy 
underlying the American 
Revolution and our current form 
of government. That ignorance 
includes both Republicans and 
Democrats holding high office. 

People kept saying that the 
suspect in this case, or different 
people in other cases, were not 
entitled to rights created by the 
Constitution because they are not 
citizens, they are outside of the 
country, or because of the nature 
of the act they are accused of 
having committed. 

If we can not teach our own 
political philosophy to those 
who inhabit our corner of North 
America, we will cease to exist.

The right to vote is a mark 
of citizenship created by the 
Constitution for federal elections. 
That right was originally reserved 
for landowners who were 
thought to be the only people 
with sufficient interest in good 
government to be entrusted with 
the right. Likewise the right to 
run for federal political office was 
a right connected with citizenship 
created by the Constitution. 

The rights set forth in the Bill 
of Rights, however, were not 
created by the Constitution. They 
existed before the Constitution was 
written. Initially they were not even 
a part of the Constitution because 
the authors of the Constitution 

saw those rights as basic human 
rights to which all persons were 
entitled. Having just fought a 
Revolution for those rights, they 
could not envision anyone turning 
their back on them. The First 
Amendment does not give us the 
right of free speech. It prohibits 
the government from interfering 
with that pre-existing right. The 
Second Amendment does not give 
us the right to keep and bear arms 
which is the right of self-defense. 
It prohibits the government from 
infringing on that right. The 
right to be free from government 
intruding on your privacy whenever 
it feels like it, the right to not have 
“confessions” beat out of you, the 
right to be told what your crime 
is and be able to face your accuser 
to defend yourself, the right to not 
be held in some jail indefinitely 
without being brought to trial, the 
right to a fair trial to determine 
if you are really guilty; these are 
some of the rights secured by the 
Bill of Rights. These rights are the 
fundamental freedoms necessary 
to the concept of ordered liberty. 
These rights, as explained in the 
Declaration of Independence, are 
given to us by our “Creator,” that 
is, God. They were not given to 
us by any government. What a 
government gives, it has the right 
to take away. Governments have 
the raw power to violate rights, but 
such actions are against the natural 
law of God. Law and power are 
not synonymous. Thus, kings and 
presidents and governments can be 
said to violate the law. 

When someone claims that 
people who are not U.S. Citizens, 
are not entitled to the civil 
liberty protections of the Bill of 
Rights because non-citizens are 
not protected by the rights given 

to us by the Constitution, they 
endanger everyone’s rights. They 
deny that the source of the rights 
is a higher authority than any man 
made political entity. Those rights 
are basic human rights and are 
not dependent upon citizenship. 
We had those rights before the 
Constitution was written. 

There is always an excuse to 
deny someone we do not like the 
rights all people should have. But 
it is a slippery slope. It was just 
this tendency that made many 
of our founding fathers insist 
that the basic rights of all people 
placed in writing and attached to 
the Constitution so that no claim 
of government convenience could 
be used to destroy those rights. 

Our last two Presidents have 
claimed the right to hold people 
indefinitely, without trial, because 
they say the people are terrorists. 
Our present President claims the 
right to take the life of an American 
citizen abroad without a trial because 
the President claims the person is 
a danger. It makes no difference 
where people are. It is a violation 
of basic human rights to kill 
someone or to incarcerate someone 
indefinitely without ever requiring 
the government to prove that person 
has actually done something wrong. 

A soldier taken in combat during 
a war can be held as a prisoner of 
war until the end of hostilities. He/
she has a status as a POW and is 
entitled by that status to certain 
rights under international law. 
Shooting at, or trying to blow 
up, another soldier is not an act 
of terrorism. It is an act of war. 
Blowing up a market filled with 
civilians is an act of terrorism which 
is a violation of the laws of war. It 
is a crime and the person, soldier 
or civilian, who commits such an 
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act can, and should, be tried as a 
criminal. The purpose of the trial, 
and all of the basic civil rights we 
attach to trials, is to determine 
if you have the right person. If a 
person is found guilty after a fair 
trial, then the punishment, up to 
and including the death penalty, 
should fit the crime. For the 
President to declare someone to be 
a terrorist does not make it so. 

The one exception to the 
requirement that there be a 
trial before government can kill 
someone, is the claim of self-
defense. Self-defense can be against 
criminals who are individuals or 
against other governments. Thus, 
even a government can violate the 
law if it wages wars of aggression, 
such as when Saddam Hussain 
invaded Kuwait. Wars are only 
justified as an act of self-defense. 
Not every act of violence, no 
matter how heinous, is an “act of 
war.” Many are simply crimes. 

We are a nation of laws. We need 
to show the world that we believe in 
our laws and our dedication to civil 
rights. It is what makes us different 
from other nations. We need to 
show the world we will not turn 
our back on the hundreds of years 
it took to develop those civil right 
just because there are bad people in 
the world. There have always been 
bad people in the world. 

It is important to put the 
accused Boston bomber on trial. 
It is important that it be in the 
regular civilian courts and that 
he be accorded every right that 
an accused is entitled to. It is 
important to do so publicly to 
show the world that we believe 
in the strength of our own legal 
system.

(To be continued)
W&G
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By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF

BLUE BOOK OF GUN 
VALUES, Thirty-Fourth Edition, 
by S.P. Fjestad. ©2013. Published 
by Blue Book Publications Inc., 
8009 34th Avenue South, Suite 
250, Dept. WG, Minneapolis, MN 
55425; phone: 952-853-5229; 
online: bluebookofgunvalues.com. 
Price $49.95. 2408 pages soft cover. 
Some full color illustrations 
 This important 
reference guide for 
people who buy, sell, 
study and collect arms 
has been around and 
in wide use for years 
now, and each new 
edition has offered 
even more value and 
information. The 
Thirty-Fourth Edition 
is no exception.
 Enough changes 
have been made that it might be 
time to discard that old edition 
that has become dog-eared as it 
has been carried from gun show to 
gun show ot collectors’ meetings 
as your check you knowledge of 
specific firearms under discussion.
 The latest edition is larger than 
ever because a lot of new features 
have been added. In addition to 
all of the descriptions, pricing 
and other information of previous 
editions, the latest Blue Book offers 
even more added knowledge.
 In addition to significant pricing 
updates on current, antique and 
discontinued models, the new 
addition keeps you as current 

as possible on Modern Sporting 
Rifles with extensive information 
on over 150 AR-15 and AK-47 
manufacturers and importers, 
including a lot of innovative new 
companies you might not have 
known existed.
 This edition also includes a 
revised 80-page color photo 
Percentage Grading System that 
helps guarantee more accurate 
grading when you consider new 
additions to your collection, or 

when pricing guns 
you hope to sell. 
The captions that 
accompany these high 
resolution photos 
quantify the grade for 
your guidance.
 A n o t h e r 
important feature 
of this edition is the 
extensive serialization 
charts for more major 
manufacturers that 

allow the date of manufacture to 
be determined for most firearms.
 Of course the Blue Book 
always includes a trademark 
index, a store brand cross-
over list, glossary, index, major 
museum list, a lists of firearms 
and shooting organizations, and 
gun-related publications. There’s 
even a list ATF Curios and Relics 
determinations.
 If there is one reference book 
that every serious gunowner 
should own, The Blue Book of Gun 
Values is likely it, and this Thirty-
Fourth Edition is the biggest and 
best of them all.

W&G

4th Edition of the Blue Book
Offers Many Valuable Features
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By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

In early April 1989, a 21-year-
old National Guardsman was 
riding his motorcycle with a girl 
on the back through a coastal 
Maine town. When a police 
officer attempted to stop him for 
a minor traffic violation, he sped 
away. He was under the influence 
not of drugs or alcohol, but rather 
of being young and foolish. He 
drove into a construction site, and 
as so many chases end, he crashed 
the motorcycle. He was convicted 
of “…passing a roadblock and 
driving to endanger.” Both were 
felony offenses. 

He spent two weeks in the 
county jail, and for almost half 
a quarter century he has been 
labeled a felon. The greatest 
effect of the conviction is that 
he forfeited his right to own a 
firearm. This means that he could 
no longer hunt with his brother, 
father and grandfather. He has 
suffered the loss of this tradition 
for the last 24 years

In mid-April 2009, I heard 
a snippet of his story from his 

brother, a friend of mine and a 
hunting buddy of my husband. 
I asked to know the full story, 
and became consumed with the 
inequity of his situation. 

Since his arrest he has led an 
exemplary life. He has never 
had so much as a parking ticket. 
He has worked consistently, is 
married with children. He owns 
his own home and does not have 
debt. All of which is nice, but in 
addition he has served throughout 
that time in the Maine National 
Guard.

He has been deployed in war 
zones. He received a Purple Heart 
in Iraq, and a Maine Silver Star. 
We have given, and will continue 
to give, him a gun to defend our 
country both at home and abroad. 
We will allow him to risk his life, 
and he has done so on our behalf. 
However, at home we do not allow 
him a firearm to protect himself 
and his family. We do not allow 
him a firearm to go hunting with 
his kinsmen.

Twice, he had attempted to get a 
pardon. Twice he had been denied. 
There is a clause in the Maine 
regulations on pardons denying 
one for those who seek only to 
have their gun rights restored. 
That clause leapt out at me when 
I read it. Why would a pardon be 
denied to someone who wanted a 
Constitutionally-protected right 
restored?

After receiving permission to 
share his situation, I contacted 

Making a Difference

Women&Guns

legislators on both the Criminal 
Justice and Public Safety 
Committee and the Legal and 
Veterans Affairs Committee. I had 
a two-fold request. First, to help 
my friend’s brother, and second 
to help other people who are in 
similar circumstances. Although 
I was able to find some interested 
members, no one was willing at 
that time to pursue a bill.

Politically, 2010 was a watershed 
year in Maine. For the first time 
in over four decades, we elected 
a Republican governor and 
majorities in both houses. Our 
Constitutional Officers (State 
Treasurer, Secretary of State, and 
Attorney General) are elected by 
the legislature. The husband of 
one of my co-workers was running 
for AG, and she enlisted my help 
in his election. I was thrilled 
to assist a man of the caliber of 
William Schneider! I was thrilled 
when he was successful, and I 
was delighted to be invited to his 
inauguration. 

As I had done all I could think 
of in the legislature to no avail, I 
took a desperate tack. I wrote a 
letter to the Governor explaining 
the National Guardsman’s 
situation. I asked him for a 
pardon. I carried the letter in my 
jacket pocket to the inauguration. 
It was December 2010.

Just so you understand, I am 
not a big donor or anyone very 
special in my state or my party. 
I am merely a worker. I serve on 

Only Connect
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committees, I am secretary at 
both my town and county level, 
but that is work—not glory. In 
addition I knock on doors, hand 
out literature, gather signatures 
on petitions, make phone calls. 
I find those kinds of things very 
difficult. However, since 2008 I 
have done them because I have 
had candidates and issues that 
are very important to me, and 
those are the types of things that 
must be done to achieve political 
objectives.

I worked to get Paul LePage 
elected. I have known him and 
his wife, Ann, since the beginning 
of that primary season. They are 
wonderful, friendly, down-to-
earth people. But, the Governor 
was my last resort in my mission, 
and it took an incredible amount 
of time to get up the nerve to 

speak to him. Eventually, I found 
a quiet moment to approach and 
hand him the envelope, explaining 
that it was quite important, but 
something I would like him to 
take his time reading. I did not 
want a hasty and, therefore, 
possibly negative decision.

Early the next morning the 
Governor called. He agreed that 
something needed to be done, and 
he was forwarding the letter to the 
Secretary of State, who was the 
one who would handle things. We 
waited.

There were glitches, and there 
was waiting. Eventually, there was 
a hearing in front of the Board of 
Pardons. That seemed to go very 
well, but there was more waiting. 
Then the Guardsman got a notice 
that the pardon was approved. 
And we waited. Every day he 

would check his mailbox and 
every day there was nothing. 

My friend, the Attorney General, 
looked into things, but the answer 
from the bureaucracy was “these 
things take time.” There was 
another election and the legislature 
returned to Democrat hands, the 
Constitutional Officers changed, 
and my links were severed. 

Then in late April 2013 the 
pardon arrived! This fall a very 
deserving man will once again be 
able to hunt with his brother, just 
as when they were boys. 

I feel I have made a difference in 
the amount of happiness there is 
in the world. And, in the amount 
of justice. It is a good feeling. 

Since writing this I have been 
struggling with my role in the 
story. My friend’s brother had 
hit a stone wall. He had done 
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Insurance
Continued from Page 8

everything he could think of to 
remedy his situation, and then 
accepted that an important part of 
his life was gone. He accepted that 
he was responsible for the sadness 
this caused.

When I first heard about him, 
I was struck by the injustice 
of handing a man a rifle and 
sending him into a war zone, 
thereby showing he is trusted to 
handle the weapon under those 
circumstances, and would be 
trusted to handle the weapon 
within our state should the need 
arise to call up the National 
Guard, and yet refusing him the 
right to own and carry a firearm 
in his private life. I was further 
struck by his willingness to accept 
the punishment his actions had 
brought upon him. 

Once I formed the concept that 
“something should be done,” I 
immediately realized that I was 
in a position of possibly being of 
assistance. I had been contacting 
members of the legislature about 
various bills in a variety of ways. I 
knew some elected officials, and, 
while I did not have a working 
relationship with others, I had 
developed connections with their 
staffs. Volunteering within the 
Republican Party, I knew many 
candidates for both state and 
federal offices. 

If I began without a clear idea of 
how to help, I did know of people I 
could ask for direction. All it took 
on my part was a willingness to 
proceed. The situation demanded 
action, so I took it. 

That was phase one. I know 
there are likely others in the 
same kind of predicament, who 
are continuing to pay for poor 
decisions, made many years ago. 
Phase two concerns finding a 
pathway for them. 

W&G

“Liability coverage is designed 
to protect against accidental 
damages, most of which involving 
guns would be covered under a 
homeowner’s insurance policy. 
While some policies may 
provide coverage for liability 
stemming from the intentional 
use of a firearm for defensive 
purposes, no liability insurance 
product covers intentional acts 
of malicious violence, whether 
committed with a gun, a car, 
or any other instrument that is 
used as a weapon to deliberately 
harm people,” said Grande. “It 
is inconceivable that any insurer 
would offer such coverage, either 
as part of a homeowners or renters 
policy or on a stand-alone basis.”

However, sponsors of the 
insurance mandates seem 
oblivious to the insurance 
industry’s warnings.

W&G

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The U.S. District Court for 
the District of Columbia has 
dismissed a federal lawsuit aimed 
at banning ammunition with lead 
components which amounts to yet 
another blow for the anti-hunting 
Center for Biological Diversity 
(CBD).

It is a significant victory for 
hunters, shooters and the firearms 
industry. The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation hailed the 
decision. NSSF intervened in 
the case along with the National 
Rifle Association, Safari Club 
International and the Association 
of Battery Recyclers.

Joining CBD in the lawsuit were 
six other groups.

“We are gratified that the court 
has found this second frivolous 
lawsuit, which is essentially the 
same as the one dismissed last 
year, was equally without merit,” 
said NSSF senior vice president 
and general counsel Larry Keane 
in a press release. 

According to the NSSF, more 
than 10 billion rounds of what 
the group calls “traditional 
ammunition” because it has lead 
components are manufactured 
and sold annually in the US. 

Keane noted that, “Banning 
traditional ammunition would 
cost tens of thousands of jobs 
in America and destroy wildlife 
conservation that is funded in 
part by an 11% excise tax on 
the sale of ammunition. The 
protection and management of 
wildlife is properly handled by the 
professional biologists in the state 
fish and game agencies, as it has 
been for over a hundred years.”

EPA had already twice 

Federal Court Dismisses Lawsuit
Aimed at Lead Ammo Ban

denied attempts by CBD to 
have the agency ban traditional 
ammunition, and the court had 
dismissed an earlier case brought 
by CBD seeking the same relief, 
NSSF noted.

Keane said there is “simply 
no sound science that shows the 
use of traditional ammunition 
has harmed wildlife populations 
or that it presents a health risk 
to humans who consume game 
taken with such ammunition.”

If lead ammunition were 
banned, it would have several 
impacts on hunting and shooting. 
Ammunition would become more 
expensive, including common 
.22-caliber rimfire ammunition, 
virtually all of which is loaded 
with lead bullets.

W&G
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ResourceDirectory
Sources for Taurus 
Feature, Page 18

Taurus	Millennium	G2	Pt111	
Specifications
Taurus	International	
Manufacturing,	Inc.
16175	NW49th	Ave.,	Dept.	WG
Miami,	FL	33014
305-624-1115
taurususa.com

Caliber		 	 9mm
Action	 	 	 Single	
and	double	action	(SA/DA)
Capacity	 	 12+1	
rounds
Barrel	length	 	 3.2”
Overall	length	 	 6.2”
Overall	width	 	 1.2”
Trigger	pull	
weight	 7.5	lb.	(this	sample)
Weight	(empty)	 20.8	oz.
Weight	(loaded)	 22	oz.
Sights	 	 	
Adjustable	3-white	dots	system
Slide	material	 	 Alloy	
steel
Barrel	material	Stainless	steel
Grip	material	 	 Polymer
Safety	devices		 Firing	pin	
block,	trigger	safety,	manual	
safety,	loaded	chamber	indicator
Finish	 	 	 Blue	or	
matte	stainless	steel
Other	features		
Accessory	rail	(Picatinny	MIL-
STD-1913)
MSRP	 	 	 $349.00

Additional	Sources

Cor-Bon
corbon.com

Federal	Premium	Ammunition
federalpremium.com

Grizzly	Cartridge	Company
grizzlycartridge.com

Firearms	Academy	of	Seattle
firearmsacademy.com

Sources for FrogLube 
feature, Page 24

FrogLube	(Audemous,	Inc.)
PO	Box	327,	Dept.	WG
Wellington,	NV	89444
855-FROGLUBE	(376-4582)
.froglube.com

Sources for Laser feature, 
Page 26

Fiocchi	Ammunition
Fiocchiusa.com

InSight	Technology
9	Akira	Way,	Dept.	WG
Londonderry	NH	03053	
866-509-2040
insighttechnology.com

LaserMax
3495	Winton	Place,	Bldg.	B
Dept.	WG
Rochester	NY	14623
800.527.3703	
lasermax.com

Glock	Inc.
6000	Highlands	Pkwy,	Dept.	WG
Smyrna,	GA	30082
Glock.com

Streamlight	Inc.
30	Eagleville	Rd.,	Dept.	WG
Eagleville	PA	19403
800-523-7488
streamlight.com

SureFire	LLC
18300	Mount	Baldy	Circle
Dept.	WG
Fountain	Valley	CA	92708
800-828-8809
surefire.com

Trijicon	Inc.
PO	Box	930059
Wixom	MI	48393
800-338-0563
trijicon.com

W&G

AWARE Revamps Website

AWARE (Arming Women 
Against Rape and Endangerment) 
has completely revamped its 
website www.aware.org from top 
to bottom. They are excited about 
our new look, and especially about 
enhanced user friendliness. 

The website now features:
--A reorganized archive of 

legal articles and articles from 
Women&Guns magazine (many 
more coming soon)

--A blog, on topics from pepper 
spray to firearms

--New courses, including First 
Steps Handgun, Concealed Carry 
for Women, and Private Lessons.

--Videos, starting with clips 
from the documentary film “A 
Girl And A Gun.” 

--Updated links to other websites 
for information about stalking, 
personal safety, and firearms.

--More information about 
AWARE’s people, and the people 
they have helped.

The group urges users to explore 
the site, browse, or search for your 
favorite topics, bookmark the site 
and subscribe to our blog. Users 
are encouraged to blog about 
AWARE (and please let them 
know when you do). You can also 
“like” AWARE on Facebook. 

AWARE’s next class is Basic 
Pistol, coming up on Aug. 24 in 
Harvard, MA. The group also has 
individual instruction available.

W&G
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could acquire. As this is a gun for 
concealed carry, I decided to work 
at 10 yards freestanding for my 
tests. See Table 1 for results.

There were no malfunctions 

with any of the ammunition 
types. The Millennium G2 fed 
and extracted reliably.

Taurus G2
Continued from Page 19

Recoil control was surprisingly 
good for a 22 oz. gun. Even +P 
loads were easy to recover quickly 
from between shots. It handled 
like a much bigger gun while 
firing. It was easy to control with 
one hand either dominant or non-
dominant.

Some serious thought went into 
the design ergonomics of this 
pistol. It has a lot of the features 
of higher priced guns. It performs 
safely and reliably. The polymer 
frame would be durable for daily 
carry. It offers high capacity for 
its size with 12 rounds in the 
magazine and one in the chamber. 
It would be equally suitable for 
home defense or personal carry. 
All in all, it’s a lot of gun for a 
modest investment.

W&G

The	Millennium	G2	disassembles	
easily.

McKenzie	shows	off	a	respectable	group	of	head	shots	taken	from	
12	yards	with	the	G2.

a firearm they might have to make 
judgment calls. That’s one of the 
reasons we’ve been very impressed 
with what Meggitt has done to 
create home invasion scenarios 
and situations where you might be 
carjacked.”

Sisson said The Range also 
incorporates the Meggitt system 
into their ladies’ night.

“We do a ladies’ night once a 
month and usually about half the 
35 to 50 participants have never 
shot a gun before,” she said. “A 

lot of women who come in are 
very nervous because they’re never 
been around guns before. We 
put them in the simulator first to 
make them feel at ease, and make 
them feel a little more comfortable 
about what they’re getting ready 
to do.”

Sisson said the simulator does 
help prepare women for getting 
their concealed carry permit.

“It puts women in a situational 
environment where they have to 
make a judgment call,” she said. 
“They’re going to face that when 
they’re carrying a firearm.”

W&G

Shooting	 lanes	 of	 a	 Meggitt	
Training	 Systems	 FATS	 L7	
compact	 firearms	 training	
simulator.	

Training System
Continued from Page 33
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From theEditor

Being a gardener helps prepare 
you for nearly every other facet 
of your life.

As spring gives way to 
summer, I resume my battle 
with the buttercups which, 
starting several years ago, 
began appearing in my front 
and back gardens, and have 
taken over large swaths of 
f lowerbeds, choking out other, 
more desirable (and expensive) 
plants. 

I spend a good deal of time 
fulminating about buttercups, 
which are part of the ranunculus 
family. Friends, whom I am sure 
I bore to distraction with tales 
of buttercups, wonder (among 
other things they wonder about 
me, I am sure), why I don’t just 
let the buttercups be, pointing 
out they have a sweet, golden 
yellow f lower starting about 
June, which blends nicely with 
lily of the valley, baptisia, 
poppies and other early summer 
f lowers.

But I persist in trying to 
literally root them out, devoting 
large chunks of the weekend to 
their eradication. 

In researching buttercups over 
the years, I’ve learned that they 
can be dangerous to livestock, 
including cows, sheep and 
horses, that they are considered 
invasive nearly everywhere they 
appear, are a “Weed of Concern” 
in Washington State and come 
in several varieties, including 
creeping buttercups, the variety 

I am hosting, and the aptly 
named cursed buttercup.

Sadly, I have also learned that, 
short of dangerous chemicals, 
paving over the area, or 
deploying a f lock of chickens, 
the only way to rid yourself of 
buttercups is to get down on 
your hands and knees and dig 
them out individually, since 
the chief characteristic of the 
“creeping” variety is that they 
spread by seed and by stolons, 
or creepers, which expand the 
plant’s reach, setting down a 
set of leaves that later become 
a “daughter” plant in their 
own right—and, if you’re not 
vigilant, setting up a lovely, but 
noxious mat of buttercups as 
far as the eye can see. Believe 
me, I have tried other methods, 
including boiling water, salt, 
and some serious cursing of my 
own.

I’m sure you see where I’m 
going with this. Philosophers 
have been using the garden as 
a metaphor pretty much since 
philosophy began, and most do 
a better job of it than I.

There’s a lot of work in 
maintaining a garden, but there 
is a lot of joy as well. There are 
days when I almost welcome 
the battle of the buttercups, and 
others, like yesterday, when I 
surveyed an area I worked in for 
at least four hours two days ago, 
and nearly wail at the sight of, 
yes, another cheerful buttercup.

Summer is a time for relaxing, 

for recharging and for pursuing 
avocations that most of us can’t 
get to year-round, including 
gardening.

Fortunately, it’s also usually 
a time when everything else 
slows down, including state and 
federal legislatures.

Unfortunately, although 
the senators, representatives, 
assemblymen and others may 
go home, executive and judicial 
branches are still working, and 
the civil “servants” only take 
short breaks to million dollar 
retreats and seminars.

Summer also usually marks 
the time when politicians begin 
appearing (we won’t necessarily 
compare them to weeds) in 
unlikely places. The Mayor 
of Buffalo opened this year’s 
Greek Festival, just as I was 
sitting down to a taste of rice 
pudding with my friend Sue.

A few nights later, a 
representative of Hizzoner rang 
the bell (during dinner) and 
thrust a clipboard at me, asking 
if I would sign to get “the mayor 
on the ballot.”

“Isn’t he already on it?” I 
wondered aloud—since as the 
incumbent I know he has a 
million dollar plus war chest 
and the endorsement of his 
party and at least two minor 
parties.

The mayor’s man sort of 
shrugged and said “that’s what 
the petition is for.”

When I declined to sign it 



July-August 2013   45

Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

he said “you won’t sign?” in a 
sort of shocked tone and stalked 
down the front stairs (past the 
buttercups).

We are pretty used to having 
dinner interrupted this time of 
year by supplicants for various 
candidates and I’m usually 
disposed to sign petitions for 
ballot access on the theory that 
everyone deserves it, especially 
if he or she has dedicated 
volunteers out on the hustings. 

Most of the petition pushers 
are affable and usually make a 
general pitch for their candidate, 
using his or her first name and 
asking if there’s any particular 
issue that I’m concerned with.

I usually engage in some polite 

banter, generally have an issue 
ready for discussion—such as 
firearms civil rights— and, as I 
said, mostly sign the petitions, 
even if I’m pretty sure I won’t 
be voting for the candidate.

I just wasn’t buying it this 
time around. For the first time 
in a dozen or so years, the 
mayor will have a challenger 
in his party’s primary and the 
other party will actually be 
fielding a candidate as well. 
And while the current occupant 
of city hall isn’t the worst we’ve 
ever had—not by a long shot—
he hasn’t exactly inspired, well, 
much of anything. So, keeping 
my options open, I may sign his 
party challenger’s petition, if 

he comes by, doesn’t interrupt 
dinner and doesn’t have quite 
the air of entitlement the 
mayor’s guy did. Or I might 
not and just hold out for the 
primary, and then the general 
election. 

Call it the buttercup syndrome 
if you like, but I like to do some 
digging beforehand, so that I’m 
less regretful later.
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Worth LookingFor

Official	film	poster	for	“A	Girl	and	A	Gun,”	now	available	on	Video-
on-Demand.

Filmaker Cathryne Czubek 
spent years making a documen-
tary that eventually came to be 
called A Girl and A Gun.

Many women in the gun own-
ing soriety lent a hand with in-

terviews, or steering Cathryne to 
other women who can help.

What started as a school proj-
ect—albeit her Master’s thesus—
eventually morphed into a years-
long labor to get the film made.

Lyn Bates details some of the 
struggles and triumphs of the film 
on Page 10.

It was W&G’s great privilege to 
assist Cathryne when we could, 
starting with a meeting at a long-
ago SHOT Show, where she was 
carrying her camera, lights and 
more.

She also came to two Gun 
Rights Policy Conferences and 
visited our Buffalo offices one 
cold spring day.

For anyone interested in the 
film’s title, it comes from French 
filmmaker Jean-Luc Goddard 
who once told an interviewer all 
that was needed to make a movie 
was “a girl and a gun.”

The film’s website is agirlanda-
gunfilm.com. Images this page, 
courtesy of Cathryne Czubek.

--Peggy Tartaro
W&G

Filmmaker	Cathryne	Czubek.
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The LCP® is incredibly compact at only .82'' wide. 
Chambered in .380 Auto and weighing 9.40 oz., 

it is the perfect choice for personal protection.

Chambered in 9mm Luger and sized just 
slightly larger (less than 1'' taller and 1'' longer) 

than the LCP®, the LC9® is compact and powerful.
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380 AUTO 9MM LUGER

The new LC380™ is the perfect pairing of the award-
winning LC9® and the popular .380 Auto cartridge. It’s our 

lightest recoiling personal protection centerfi re pistol yet.

380 AUTO

Now available in four calibers, there is a lightweight,
reliable and easy-to-shoot LCR® for every need – from

personal protection to low-cost practice at the range.

LCR
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22 LR / 22 WMRF
38 SPL +P / 357 MAG
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™

RUGER® LIGHTWEIGHT, COMPACT HANDGUNS
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