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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Secretary of State John Kerry has 
signed the controversial United 
Nations Arms Trade Treaty, a 
document that Sen. James Inhofe 
(R-OK) warned in a letter to the 
former Massachusetts senator, will 
not be ratified by the governing 
body.

Inhofe warned Kerry in his letter 
that the ATT will “collect dust 
alongside the Law of the Sea Treaty, 
the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities, and the 
Kyoto Protocol, to name a few, 
which have all been rejected by 
the US Senate and the American 
people.”

Sen. Bob Corker, ranking 
Republican member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, 
issued a stern warning to the 
Obama administration against 
“taking any action to implement 
the United Nations Arms Trade 
Treaty without Senate advice and 
consent.”

“As you know,” Corker said 
in his letter to President Barack 
Obama, “Article II, Section 2 of 
the United States Constitution 
requires the United States Senate 
to provide its advice and consent 
before a treaty becomes binding 
under United States law. The 
Senate has not yet provided its 
advice and consent, and may 
not provide such consent. As a 
result, the Executive Branch is not 
authorized to take any steps to 
implement the treaty.” 

The National Rifle Association 
immediately issued a statement 
promising to fight ratification in 
the US Senate.

“The Obama administration 
is once again demonstrating its 
contempt for our fundamental, 
individual Right to Keep and 
Bear Arms,” said Chris W. Cox, 
executive director of the NRA’s 
Institute for Legislative Action. 
“This treaty threatens individual 
firearm ownership with an 
invasive registration scheme. The 
NRA will continue working with 
the United States Senate to oppose 
ratification of the ATT.”

Kerry, a career anti-gunner 
during his time in the Senate, 
signed the measure for President 
Barack Obama. Reuters noted that 
the action would put the Obama 
administration “at odds with the 
powerful American gun lobby,” as 
though this is not already the case.

Gun rights organizations 
including the NRA and Citizens 
Committee for the Right to Keep 
and Bear Arms have long opposed 
the treaty, describing it as global 
gun control.

In his letter to Kerry, Sen. Inhofe 
reminded him that 53 senators 
voted on a measure in March to 
uphold the Second Amendment 
and prevent adoption of this treaty. 
The letter names all 53 of those 
senators, primarily Republicans 
with a handful of Democrats.

“The UN should not be 
deceived into thinking the US will 
ratify a treaty just because it has 
been signed by the President or 

someone in his Administration,” 
Inhofe wrote.

Gun rights activists have 
opposed the treaty, insisting that it 
is a threat to Second Amendment 
sovereignty and the privacy of 
American gunowners.

Quoting an unidentified State 
Department official, Fox News 
reported that the treaty is seen 
as a means of reducing “the 
risk of international transfers of 
conventional arms” that could 
be used “to carry out the world’s 
worst crimes.”

Many in the gun rights 
community are already wondering 
what that says about the Obama 
administration’s efforts to arm 
Syrian rebels after press reports 
that they have links to al Qaeda.

Gun rights advocates have long 
maintained that this treaty could 
be the launch pad for increased 
regulation of private firearms 
owners.

W&G
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Howard Schultz, CEO of the 
Seattle-based Starbucks coffee 
chain, ignited a nationwide furor 
when he published an open letter 
appealing to gunowners to not 
bring their guns into his stores.

Reaction from the firearms 
community was quick but divided, 
with some gun rights advocates 
pointing fingers of blame at open 
carry activists who have staged 
events at Starbucks shops around 
the country, including some 
people who showed up carrying 
semi-automatic rifles.

Open carry seemed to be the 
focus of Schultz’s message. He 
noted that the company’s long-
standing policy has been to 
comply with state or local laws. 
This philosophy was designed to 
prevent situations in which store 
operators had to require customers 
to disarm or leave.

For more than three years of 
sporadic but high-profile attempts 
by gun prohibitionists to get 
Starbucks to ban guns outright, 
the company has remained neutral 
in the gun rights battle. Starbucks 
has catered to everyone unless they 
become unruly, and that policy 
appears to not be changing. An 
employee memorandum surfaced 
via the Internet that outlined 
what steps should be taken in the 
event of problems, but otherwise, 
according to Schultz’s open letter, 
no other action will be taken if 
armed citizens do visit a Starbucks 
coffee shop.

But Schultz noted in his letter 

that there have been some situations 
Starbucks wishes to avoid.

“Recently, however,” he wrote, 
“we’ve seen the ‘open carry’ debate 
become increasingly uncivil and, 
in some cases, even threatening. 
Pro-gun activists have used our 
stores as a political stage for 
media events misleadingly called 
‘Starbucks Appreciation Days’ 
that disingenuously portray 
Starbucks as a champion of ‘open 
carry.’ To be clear: we do not want 
these events in our stores. Some 
anti-gun activists have also played 
a role in ratcheting up the rhetoric 
and friction, including soliciting 

and confronting our customers 
and partners.”

There have been occasions when 
gun prohibitionists have appeared 
at various locations.

Some activists have advised 
W&G that they will continue 
going armed until asked to 
leave, and then they will never 
again patronize Starbucks. One 
Washington state open carry 
advocate said he has never had a 
problem visiting a Starbucks store 
as an individual or with a friend.

The problem appears to be 
with organized open carry events 
that are staged to make political 
statements. That brought some 
blistering comments from various 
gun rights bloggers who criticized 
News
Continued on Page 38

Starbucks CEO’s Letter
Asks Out of Gun Debate
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The United States Practical 
Shooting Association (USPSA) 
held the 2013 STI Back to 
Back National Championships 
Sept. 22-29 in St. George, UT, 
in competitions that included 
Limited, Limited 10 and 
Open Division matches. The 
matches were held back-to-back 
throughout the week. 

As one of largest shooting 
competitions of the year, more 
than 600 of the country’s best 
shooters traveled to Utah to 
compete in USPSA’s national 
championships. Hosted at the 
Southern Utah Shooting Sports 
Park, each match included 22 
challenging courses of fire.

Awards and prizes have been 
announced for all three national 
divisions—Limited, Limited 10 
and Open. The top male and 
female winners for the Limited 
Division competition were Nils 
Jonason and Jessie Duff. Top 
Limited 10 Division titles went to 
Jonason and Tori Nonaka, while 
Open titles went to Max Michel 
Jr. and Duff. 

Nils Jonason and Jessie Duff 
performed exceptionally well, 
securing top finishes in two 
separate nationals divisions.

The desert setting threw in 
additional obstacles for the 
shooters as wind picked up 
significantly on the last day of 
the Limited match. Gusts up to 
30 to 40 mph kicked up dust and 
at times obscured entire targets. 
The weather cleared up during 
the week and made for great 
conditions for the remaining two 
matches.

“Through it all competitors had 

a great time and fiercely battled it 
out for the top spots,” said USPSA 
President Phil Strader about the 
back-to-back matches overall.

USPSA matches are unlike any 
other shooting sport, combining 
speed, power and accuracy. 
Competitors move, run through 
obstacles, shoot and reload until the 
fastest, most accurate shooter wins. 

USPSA has over 20,000 
members nationwide and nearly 
400 affiliated clubs which host 
weekly matches throughout the 
country, providing recreational 
shooters with the opportunity 
to test and refine their shooting 
skills in a safe, competitive 
environment. USPSA is also the 
US Region of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation 
(IPSC), which is comprised of 
approximately 67 nations. For 
more information or to find local 
clubs which hold USPSA matches, 
visit online at: uspsa.org.

W&G

Duff Takes Two USPSA Matches

Jessie Duff in action. Photo 
courtesy USPSA.

Rush to Exploit Navy Yard
Shooting Quickly Backfires

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The rush by anti-gunners to 
exploit the mass shooting at the 
Naval Sea Systems Command 
headquarters in southeast 
Washington, DC, in late 
September, quickly backfired 
as more information became 
available that refuted initial reports 
about the gunman’s firearms, how 
he got them, and about mass 
shootings in general.

Slain Navy Yard shooter Aaron 
Alexis, 34, was only armed with 
a legally-purchased Remington 
Model 870 Express pump shotgun 
when he entered the installation 
and opened fire. Sources told 
W&G that he apparently took 
a pistol from the security guard 
he shot, plus a spare magazine. 
CNN was first to acknowledge 
that early information about 
Alexis being armed with an AR-
15 may have been erroneous and 
that was ultimately confirmed 
by the FBI, but one reporter, 
Jackie Bensen with the local NBC 
affiliate, appeared to be the first 
to question authorities about the 
guns involved, and raise questions 
that led other reporters to start 
digging.

W&G learned that Alexis 
purchased the shotgun from a 
Virginia gun dealer two days 
before the incident, and he went 
through a background check. He 
also bought two small boxes of 
buckshot shells, totaling about 24 
rounds, according to an attorney 

Navy Yard Shooting
Continued on Page 39
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�efensive�trategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

I was doing one of my favorite 
things yesterday—teaching 
a class of shooters about the 
Responsible Use of Lethal Force 
in an AWARE class. This course 
covers many aspects of legal, 
practical and tactical issues that 
people who are thinking of a gun 
for protection (or already have 
one) need to know. One of those 
sections, “Holding someone at 
gunpoint” got me thinking about 
that particular situation.

You never should hold someone 
at gunpoint for any great length 
of time, but you might need to 
for a short while, so I’m going to 
tell you how to do that dangerous 
thing in the safest possible way.

Let’s say you are being seriously 
threatened by a man with a knife 
who is some yards away. You can’t 
safely escape, and you know that 
using your gun is the only thing 
that will ensure your survival.

You have drawn your gun, swept 
the safety off, and your trigger 
finger is in register firmly along 

the frame of your gun. What do 
you do now? Wave it in his general 
direction, and hope he runs away? 
That might work, actually.

A long time ago, someone told 
me the person most feared by 
criminals is not the police, but “a 
nervous woman with a shotgun.” 
It makes sense. The bad guys 
know exactly what rules police 
have to follow with respect to the 
use of lethal force. They don’t 
know that about any private 
citizen with a gun. Your assailant 
may well skedaddle at the first 
glimpse of your gun. But what if 
he doesn’t?

If he doesn’t, you still don’t 
want to shoot him unless you 
absolutely have to. This would be 
a good time to give a command 
like “Stop, drop that weapon,” or, 
better, “Get out of here!” Where 
is your gun going to be pointing 
while you say those words?

If you are in a sport like IPSC 
or IDPA, you undoubtedly have 
learned to shoot very, very fast by 
moving your sights to the center 
of targets as fast as you possibly 
can. That will step up your game 
in those sports, but it is a habit 
that could have bad consequences 
on the street. 

Most gunowners who have 
never entered a competition still 
have had lots of practice shooting 
at bullseye targets, silhouette 
targets, or picture targets of many 
kinds. Our sights automatically 
come right to the center, the place 
we want our bullets to go when 

the trigger is pulled. Again, there 
are possible bad consequence on 
the street.

Do that automatic “bring-up-
your-gun-and-point-it” with a real 
person facing you, and you will 
be aiming at about the middle to 
high of his chest. Yes, that’s where 
you should aim if you have to 
shoot, but that’s not the best place 
to be pointing now. Why not? 
The main reason is that you won’t 
be able to see his hands. Your 
arms and handgun will be hiding 
a large part of your normal visual 
field, and your attention will be 
there, high on his body. 

Even if you command him to 
put his hands up, you won’t be 
able to see them until they are 
about shoulder height. He could 
be dropping the knife in surrender 
or dropping it to draw a gun, and 
you might never see those actions.

If you lower your muzzle to 
a point between his belt and his 
pelvis, you should be able to see his 
hands clearly, as well as anything 
on his belt or in his pockets that 
might be a danger. Holding your 
gun there is the Universal Cover 
Mode (UCM) method developed 
by a respected police trainer, and 
taught to many police officers as 
the safest way to hold someone at 
gunpoint. 

In fact, this is a much safer (for 
you) position. It is less tiring to 
maintain if you have to do so for a 
while, and it is quite intimidating 
to the person on the other end 
of your gun, who might assume 

Universal Cover Mode, Uncovered
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that you are aiming not for his 
heart but for another part of his 
anatomy that might be even more 
dear to him.

A police firearms trainer I 
have great admiration for, Bert 
DuVernay, has suggested an 
improvement on the UCM, 
which is to point at the ground 
just in front of the assailant’s 
feet. DuVernay reminds us that 
the standard UCM position 
violates the second rule of 
gun safety (variously stated, 
but sometimes as “Never let 
your muzzle cover anything 
you would not be willing to 
destroy.”) He argues that since 
you have not made the decision 
to shoot this man, your gun 
should not be pointed at any 
part of his body. He argues that 

muzzle control is as important 
as trigger control, and should 
not be compromised even in 
situations like this. He argues 
that UCM might actually 
result in someone being shot 
unnecessarily, if one’s trigger 
finger unintentionally makes its 
way onto the trigger.

DuVernay says of the officers he 
trains, “We need to be very careful 
about the techniques that we 
borrow from match shooters and 
how we apply them to the street. 
Neither the conditions nor the 
ultimate purposes are the same, 
so the unexamined use of match 
techniques in the ambiguous, fluid 
street environment is an invitation 
to tragedy.”

It will take but a fraction of a 
fraction of a second longer for you 

to bring the gun up to fire if you 
have to, but that’s not going to 
be enough of a delay to effect the 
outcome of your situation. The 
increase in safety (yours and his) 
is real, and important. After all, 
the original publication describing 
this technique was subtitled “How 
Not To Shoot People.” Isn’t that 
what you want?

I’m convinced, and will be 
teaching not the UCM but the 
modified UCM.

Of course, in virtually any 
situation at home or in public, the 
best thing to do with someone 
in this position is to let him go. 
Don’t have fantasies of holding 
him for the police—that’s quite 
dangerous to you. Let him go, 
call 911, and let the police take it 
from there.

W&G
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Choosing a holster seems like a 
no-brainer. Find one that fi ts the 
gun and put the gun in it. Right?

Wrong! Selecting the right 
holster requires almost as much 
thought as selecting the right 
fi rearm. If you put your carry gun 
in the wrong holster and need it 
in a hurry, you may be unable to 
draw it or get it into a position 
where you can defend yourself 
with it.

Self-defense experts say there 
are several mistakes women make 
when selecting a holster. If you 
know what they are you can keep 
from making them, and make 
good choices instead.

Mistake #1: Failing to think 
about how you’re going to use the 
fi rearm.

David Vidler, an NRA Basic 
Pistol Shooting instructor in 
Hunstville, AL, said women 
often purchase a holster based on 
the advice of either a signifi cant 
other or some other well-meaning 
shooter. 

“The method of use of the 
fi rearm dictates the type of 
holster you should buy,” he said. 
Vidler said many women have 
gone to carrying their fi rearms 

Top Mistakes Women Make 
When Choosing a Holster

Lindsey wearing the CrossBreed Appendix 
holster, recommended by Jo Sheehan.

Detail of Cross Breed Appendix in use.
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in concealed carry purses rather 
than holsters. While this may be 
all right some of the time, you 
probably don’t want to be that far 
from your gun in most situations.

“It’s very easy to become 
separated from your firearm 
in that situation,” Vidler said. 
“Someone can snatch your 

handbag.” Although purse carry 
may be appropriate at some times, 
you need to consider whether 
or not to run the risk of being 
separated from your firearm in a 
particular situation.

Mistake #2: Buying a holster 
that doesn’t fit.

When David Brooks, an 
NRA instructor at RD Tactical 
Solutions in Ocala, FL, says “fit,” 
he means how the holster fits your 
body, just like a suit of clothing.

“The difference between men 
and women is the hips,” he said. 
“That’s the biggest thing we look 
at as instructors when we find a 
student who needs a holster. If a 
holster doesn’t fit right, you don’t 
get the response you’re looking for 
when you draw the firearm. The 
holster may be too tight, or it may 
hang up or gouge or dig into your 

body. Or it may bulge under your 
clothing and signature itself.”

When it comes to selecting a 
particular type of holster, Brooks 
said, it’s about your comfort and 
ability.

“You have to look at anatomical 
positioning and physical 
capability,” he said. “Where are 
you drawing from? The small of 
the back, off the kidney, front 
of the pants, out of a purse, out 
of a shoulder holster?” You need 
to determine where you want to 
draw from and how you’re going 
to keep the weapon concealed, 
and then look at how various 
holsters that meet your criteria fit 
your body.

Mistake #3: Taking someone 
else’s advice instead of finding 
what you like

Jo Sheehan is a certified 
instructor for both the NRA and 
The Well Armed Woman, and 
owns SAEF-USA, which stands 
for Safe Armed Empowered 

Females; she bases in Nampa, ID. 
“Women tend to go with what 

someone at the store tells them, 
so they spend $40 and take home 
a holster that they don’t like,” 
Sheehan said. “Women need to 
try holsters on in the store, and 
try them on with their gun in 
the store. Then take them home 
and try them on; you can always 
return them. Different holsters 
are very different and you need to 
find something that’s comfortable 
for you.”

The process of finding 
something you like also means 
deciding how you’re going to 
carry.

“Is it going to be concealed 
carry or open carry?” Sheehan 
said. “Just don’t go into a store 
and listen to some guy who says, 
‘Here, this will fit your gun,’ and 
spend forty or fifty bucks and have 
something you don’t like.”

Holsters are made of a number 
of different materials, some of 

CrossBreed Appendix holster 
system is adaptable for many 
women’s uses.

Instructor Sandy O’Neal with student—training with a holster is an 
important piece of the self-defense puzzle.
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which are more suited to hot or 
cold weather than others.

“What you like depends in 
what part of the country you live 
in,” Sheehan said. “Sometimes 
a leather holster, particularly in 
the waistband, is hot. You can 
get leather holsters with a suede 
backing that’s not as hot. I’ve lived 
in Idaho, Arizona and Florida, 
and wearing a leather holster in 
the waist in Florida is definitely 
stickier than wearing it in Idaho 
or Arizona.” 

Mistake #4: Failing to practice 
with the holster once you have it.

No matter how much you like 
a holster or how well it fits you, 
if you don’t practice with it you 
won’t be able to get the gun out of 
it cleanly when you need it.

“People don’t practice drawing 
from the holster,” Sheehan said. 

“That’s important, because it’s 
totally different from standing 
on the range and laying the gun 
down and picking it up and 
shooting. You need to practice 
drawing from the holster, and 
you need to carry in the same 
place most of the time. If you 
carry in two different places you 
need to practice both of them, 
because drawing a gun is muscle 
memory.”

Mistake #5: Thinking that one 
holster is all you need.

Sandy and Barry O’Neal own 
NWFFT, Northwest Florida 
Firearms Training, located in 
Milton, FL. They both are 
certified instructors for both NRA 
and the Combat Focus Shooting 
Program.

Sandy O’Neal said every shooter 
should have a box of holsters that 
don’t work, and a box of holsters 
that do work.

Ankle holsters, like this one from Galco, require appropriate clothing, 
and extra practice for use. Photo courtesy Galco Gunleather.

When it comes to holsters worn on the belt, men and women are 
definitely different! These two, from Galco, help demonstrate 
otherwise,
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“If you don’t have that, you 
probably haven’t done your due 
diligence in finding the right 
holster for you,” she said. “I say 
that as kind of a joke, because 
my husband and I have a box of 
holsters that don’t work. What 
you find is that someone will tell 
you a particular holster is great, 
but when you get it and get it on, 
you find that it doesn’t work for 
you.”

The point O’Neal is making, is 
that a particular holster may work 
in one situation but not another 
situation. You may find that you 
want one holster for when you’re 
dressed up, and a different one 
for when you’re wearing sloppy 
clothes on weekends.

Vidler agreed.
“Holsters tend to accumulate in 

people’s drawers and boxes, and 
this is a good thing,” he said. “If 
you’re going to holster your gun 
properly, you need a selection 
of holsters so you have one for 
every situation you’re going to be 
in. One holster does not fit every 
situation.”

O’Neal said other women 
shooters can provide suggestions 
about which holsters to consider.

“Talk to other women about 
what works for them and why it 
works for them,” she said. “There 
are a lot of options. It’s a trial and 
error process, and what you need 
depends on how you wear your 
clothes, your body shape, and how 
you live your life.”

O’Neal said she particularly 
likes holsters from Comp-Tac and 
CrossBreed Holsters.

“I like them because I’ve tried 
them and they work,” she said. 
“Comp-Tac holsters have a leather 
backing and Kydex to hold the 
gun in place. Generally speaking, 
their holsters can be moved or 
adjusted on your body, so it’s not a 
matter of just picking a holster off 
a shelf and it has to work or not. 
You can adjust it.”

From CrossBreed Holsters, 
O’Neal said, she particularly likes 
the Appendix holster.

“I just ordered one,” she said. 
“They make them to order, so it’s 
a couple months before I get it.”

W&G
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Comfortably shooting a Ten 
Point rifl e in Bass Pro Stealth 
Lite II Pants and Shirt.

Women&Guns
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By Scott Smith

When we start to have fresh corn 
on the cob, those of us who spend 
time in the woods begin to ensure 
our firearms are shooting and 
functioning properly, our archery 
gear is properly tuned and sighted 
in and that our clothing fits, is not 
damaged and is ready for the new 
year. In days gone by this regimen 
was limited mainly to the guys, 
but over the last decade more 
and more women are joining this 

tradition. The outdoor companies 
are responding and providing 
women with more and better 
clothing each year.

Today we see tried and true 
names such as Cabelas, Bass 
Pro, Under Armour, Browning 
and Lowa all coming out with 
ladies specific clothing. We have 
seen a rise in women’s owned 
and produced lines such as Prois 
quickly gaining a reputation for 
producing clothing women wear 
to the field and around town. This 

feature of clothing nice enough to 
be used as everyday casual wear 
is also making inroads into men’s 
clothing as well, as the wearers 
force the companies to make 
clothing that is multi-purpose.

Cabelas offers ladies a line of 
clothing, OutFitHER, which is 
designed for field use and they 
offer a portion of the line for 
casual, lifestyle and travel wear. 
Over the years I have heard many 
women comment they wish they 
had comfortable camo wear they 
could use daily and Cabelas has 
answered. 

OutFitHER’s lifestyle collection 
starts with Lifestyle Pants ($59.99-
69.99) which are 100 denier 

88/12 polyester/spandex blend for 
comfort and durability. The pants 
and tops in this line also have an 
antibacterial treatment to reduce 
odors, which polyester clothing is 
noted for creating. Cabelas studied 
the fit of the entire OutFitHER 
line to hopefully give women a fit 
that is comfortable and functional; 

something that is not always found 
even in lifestyle clothing. Lisa tells 
me that these pants fit and feel 
better than her favorite jeans which 
is a major compliment, and that 
they do not creep down showing 
the proverbial butt crack or panty 
top. Being one of the toughest to 
fit people I know, when she told me 
she packed this in her disaster relief 
deployment bag, that told me all I 
needed to know about the fit. 

The ¼ Zip Top ($59.99-69.99) 
was what was chosen as the base 
top from Cabelas. Quarter zips 
have a big following because they 
can break the chill on your neck or 
be unzipped to vent body heat. The 
OutFitHER top uses a standup 

collar with a soft brushed inner 
for comfort and the rubberized 
zipper pull has a zipper tunnel to 
keep the zipper from rubbing the 
front of your throat. This top has 
proven to be comfortable on hot 
summer days protecting you from 
the rays and the cool fall nights in 
the mountains of Montana. The 

On the range with a Marlin 336, 
sporting Cabelas’ OutFitHER 
lifestyle clothing.

Shooting the DDM5LW, in Prois’ Backcountry Ultra.



18   Women&Guns

¼ Zip Top lays well when tucked 
or worn untucked.

Cabelas also offers the 
WindShear Hooded Jacket 
($109.00-124.99). This is 
windproof cold weather fleece 
designed specifically to be part 

of a layering system and to fit 
women. The WindShear Jacket 
has slash hand warmer pockets 
and a single zipper chest pocket 
to secure small items. The three 
piece hood is adjustable and lays 
flat when not in use. You will 
find the jacket gives you plenty 
of room for movement, thanks 
to the raglan design with insets. 
You can also snug up the drop tail 
adjustable hem with concealed 
bungee to reduce drafts and chill. 
The ¼ Zip Hooded Jacket is one 
of those pieces that will function 
well in the field and look good at 
the mall. 

The OutFitHER line can be 
purchased in Realtree’s Mx1 or 

Cabelas’ Outfitter Camo. The 
OutFitHER line is truly an entire 
line and covers hard use field wear 
for the harshest of climates and 
thelifestyle pieces we covered here. 

Another big box retailer 
courting the women’s market is 
Bass Pro Shops. The RedHead 
name has been synonymous with 
quality outdoor clothing as long 
as I can remember and the ladies 
Stalker Lite II Top and Pants are 
carrying on that tradition. Made 
from 100% polyester, the Lite II 
is quiet and cool in the hottest 
weather without fear of chaffing 
or rubbing; this alone makes 
the $34.99 price tag per item 
affordable.

You will find the Stalker Lite II 
Pants give you plenty of storage 
room with slash front pockets, 
thigh flap cargo pockets, and slash 
flap rear pockets. Fit of the pants 

is enhanced by the elastic custom 
fit waist. These pants, unlike other 

ladies pants, are built to ensure 
your comfort in the field. Unlike 
many other pants on the market, 
these pants are not just men’s 
pants made smaller; they do fit the 
curves and differences in rise of the 
female body. They are one of the 
most comfortable field pants Lisa 
has tested for me. She wishes they 
were black or navy so she could 
wear them around town.

The matching Stalker Lite II Top 
is a button closure traditional box 
cut shirt. There are snap button 
closures on the front chest pockets 
and button adjustable cuffs. To 
reduce snagging, the buttons are 
placket covered. Sizing is generous 
but not huge for the Stalker Lite 
II clothing, so you can easily wear 
a long sleeved base layer under the 
top.

A newcomer to women hunting 
clothing is Under Armour. Noted 

for their athletic apparel, UA 
introduced ladies hunting clothing 

Getting ready to shoot a POF 
P308 in Under Armour’s EVO 
Scent Control Pants and LS with 
Ridge Reaper jacket to break the 
morning chill.

Lowa’s S Cloud GTX and Renegade GTX to keep your feet dry on the 
range, in the field or on the streets.
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a few years ago and expanded the 
line this year. Under Armour’s 
clothing incorporates UA Capture 
technology to reduce odors that 
big game quickly react to and 
vacate the area. 

WG looked at the EVO Scent 
Control Pant which is a cross-over 
hunting/lifestyle pant, priced at 
$74.99. These pants fit and feel like 
the ladies yoga pants UA is known 
for but the fiber is slightly more 
robust so it can hold up to field 
use for early archery season and 
turkey season. We didn’t notice 
the pants snagging when trekking 
through the fields of Pennsylvania, 
but we did avoid the heavy brush 
and berry patches, something I 
do unless wearing hard-use brush 
pants. If you live in the high desert 
with all of that low prickly scrub 
brush, these pants will become 
a magnet for them, so I would 
suggest a true hunting pant. These 
pants would be ideal as a base layer 
under heavier outer winter hunting 
pants. Lisa tells me these pants fit 
and feel like pajama pants, so they 
score huge comfort points. 

Under Armour does offer two 
heavier use hunting pants: the 
Ridge Reaper and Ayton Fleece. 
Both of these will give you the 
fit and comfort UA is famous for 
along with the durability UA offers 
in their tactical clothing line.

When it comes to base layers 
UA is favored by lots of folks. The 
Women’s EVO Camo LS is going 
to be the shirt for three season 
wear with a nMSRP of $44.99. 
This shirt incorporates UA’s scent 
control and is fitted, but their fit 
is snug so you have freedom of 
movement while giving you that 
soft hugging feeling (most men 
and women I know prefer the fitted 
over snug fit). Having worn many 

of these in men’s tops, I can tell you 
the EVO is a durable, comfortable 
shirt and it wears like iron.

For a jacket that combines 
fit, function and fashion, the 
UA’s Ridge Reaper Jacket has it 
going on. This is a fleece lined, 
waterproof and windproof jacket; 
again fitted for women. It runs 
true to size, so if you want to layer 
a bulky shirt under it or want a 
looser fit, go up one size.

UA designed the Ridge Reaper 
with the hoarder in all of us in 
mind. There are zipper slash 
pockets, two zipper chest pockets 
and inside the jacket you will find 
mesh pockets on each side. Those 
should carry most of the small 
stuff we take to the woods, range 
or out. UA’s Armour Storm and 
RiRi Aquazip zippers and the tape 

sealed seams will keep you dry in 
the harshest storms. I attempted 
to soak paper towels inside the 
jacket with the hose and after 15 
minutes of gusher and letting the 
jacket soak in the water, the towels 
were bone dry. UA seals out the 
draft with the adjustable bottom 
hem and fitted hood. If you are 
looking for advanced technology 
in outerwear the Ridge Reaper 
has it and it will not break the 
bank at $199.99.

One of the oldest names in 
hunting is Browning and they, 
too, are realizing that the women’s 
market is growing. The $175 
priced Hell’s Canyon Jacket 
is but one piece of clothing 

Hunting Gear
Continued on Page 40
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2013 Holiday Gift Guide
W&G Editors Lyn Bates, Roger 

Lanny, Diane Walls and Peggy 
Tartaro offer some gift giving 
solutions for the holidays—or 
perhaps some items to put on your 
own “nice” list.

We all know that shooting is 
fun, but don’t we eventually get 
tired of the same old targets? 
How can you spice up practice 
time, encourage your kids or 
someone else to shoot with you, 
and improve your shooting all 
at the same time? By using fun, 

competitive targets.
No boring bullseyes or sinister 

silhouettes from this company. 
They make QuickShot48 Targets 
that can be used to play several 
different games at the range. The 
target is big, 20” x 28”. It has a 

circle, in 3 rings, subdivided into 
48 colorful numbered areas, hence 
the “48” in the company’s name. 
Tabs at the bottom of the target 
have numbers from 1 to 48.

You can use it alone, if you 
want, but the real pleasure comes 
with competition. Use any caliber 
of handgun and hang the targets 
at any distance commensurate 
with your skill level. There are 
several games you and someone 
else can play with these targets. 
To start those games, you tear the 

perforated numbers 
from the bottom of a 
target and mix them 
up. 

For the 9-Round 
Match Game, head-
to-head competition 
with another person, 
hang a target for each 
of you, pull a number, 
and call it out, You 
both have to try to hit 
that number on your 
target in three shots 
or fewer. Whoever 
hits the right number 
fi rst yells it out, and 
gets that number 
of points on the 
scoresheet. No score 
if neither gets the shot 
in three tries. After 9 
rounds of that, total 

the scores to see who won.
For the Triple Cell Hit Game, 

up to four people can play, taking 
individual turns in one lane, if one 
lane is all you have available. Six 
numbers are pulled, and written 
down for each shooter. Players 

then take turns shooting at each 
of those numbers on their own 
target, with a maximum of three 
rounds for each number. First hit 
correct scores 10 points, second 
and third correct hits get 5 points, 
three misses get no points. After 
everyone has had a chance to 
shoot at all 6 numbers, scores are 
totaled to get the winner.

This kind of competition can 
be as gentle or as cutthroat as you 
want. Change the rules if you 
want. Come up with entirely new 
games if the spirit moves. They all 
encourage speed, accuracy, and 
competitive spirit.

If you want to have a handicap 
playing with a child or novice 
shooter, put your target farther 
away than theirs, or hang your 
target upside down.

QuickShot also has a target with 
52 playing cards on it, for 5 Shot 
Draw Poker or other card games. 

The QuickShot 48 and Poker 
targets come three ways: a Starter 
Pack (12 targets) for $19.95, a 
Standard Pack (36 targets) for 
$39.95, and a Value Pack (60 
targets) for $64.95. Free shipping 
for orders over $20. Scoresheets 
come with the targets, but if you 
run out, you can print more score 
sheets (not the targets) free from 
their website, quickshottargets.
net. (Bates)

One of the premier female 
authorities on fi rearms has a 
new book! W&G Contributing 
Editor Emeritus Gila Hayes has 
instructed fi rearms use with her 
husband Marty Hayes at the 
Firearms Academy of Seattle for 

Women&Guns



November-December 2013   21

many years. Her new book is 
Concealed Carry for Women. She 
is a prolific writer in both print 
and Internet media. Much of her 
current work graces the pages 
of the e-journal for the Armed 
Citizens Legal Defense Network. 

This new book covers a vast array 
of topics vital to anyone interested 
in carrying a firearm for self 
defense: mindset, legal issues, 
etiquette, skills needed, finding 
and fitting the right gun into 
your routine, how to dress around 
a gun, and options for many 
lifestyles and situations a woman 
might encounter throughout 
life. It is currently available from 
Amazon for $16.89 for paperback 
edition and $11.99 for Kindle 
edition. (Walls)

One recognized training 
technique is the time-honored 
dry firing. While some are a bit 
uncomfortable doing this to their 
carry gun, others are concerned 
about the safety issues inherent 
in this activity. No ammunition 
anywhere in the room is mandated, 
as is aiming at a backstop that 
will safely contain a discharged 
round should the unthinkable 
happen. Your full attention and 
concentration is also required.

Well, Derrick Jordan, the 
inventor of the Trigger Trainer, 
felt your pain and came up with 
the answer. The founder and 
president of Full-Scale Tactics 
and an NRA pistol instructor 
with over 12 years of Federal Law 
Enforcement experience, came up 
with this completely 
safe alternative to dry 
firing which can be 
done anywhere with 
no special backstop.

While it simulates 
the feel of an actual 
handgun, it purposely 
doesn’t really look 
like one, and thus 
is non-threatening. 
The Trigger Trainer 
is made right here 
in Waterford, WI, and allows 
you to improve your shooting by 
isolating and training just your 
trigger finger. Trigger control 
is one of the hardest things to 
master, and this device will most 
certainly help.

While the unit comes with a 
6-pound trigger installed, Full 
Scale tactics has an accessory kit 
with 3-pound, 6-pound, and 
9-pound trigger pull springs. 
These are readily interchangeable 
by just unscrewing the one in the 
Trigger Trainer, and screwing the 
new one in place. Note that the 
threading is opposite standard 
screws to prevent backing out.

The Trigger Trainer targets 
building muscle memory, 
developing trigger finger dexterity, 
and enhancing a smooth, straight 
to the rear trigger pull that all of 
us strive for. Not only that, but 
since the grip is weighted (making 
it more realistic), the Trigger 
Trainer also builds arm and upper 
body strength for holding your 

firearm at arm’s length.
Speaking of the grip (resembling 

a Glock/Sig 229), it is a bit wider 
than a Glock—I can just get 
the pad of my finger on it when 
aligning it with my forearm. As a 
result, I tend to pull it off to the 
right slightly during the trigger 

press. Our female evaluators 
needed to rotate it slightly for 
proper trigger finger placement. 
Jordan and crew are evaluating 
feedback and may well tweak 
subsequent Trainers. If anything 
is changed, it will just make a 
good product even better.

The Trigger Trainer is 5 x 4.5 
inches, weighs 1.25 pounds, and 
comes with a 30 day guarantee. 
They say “If you don’t experience 
an increase in your trigger control 
after 30 days of routine practice 
with the Trigger Trainer, we will 
gladly offer you a refund.” It is in 
use now at a number of firearms 
schools around the country. 
Trigger Trainer is $45, the Spring-
Cap Accessory package, $10. 
(Lanny)

This simple, effective design 
for pocket carry of a spare 
magazine of ammunition holds 
the magazine in place, ready for a 
quick and easy draw, via a clever 
framework of Kydex, and is called 
Snagmag. It clips onto the pocket 



22   Women&Guns

like a folding knife. All anyone 
sees is the clip, which most will 
dismiss as the ubiquitous pocket 
knife. It comes in a variety of sizes 
for many gun brands’ magazines. 
It’s comfortable, secure and very 
quick and natural to access when 
needed. All sizes are $39.95 with 
$1 for shipping. Snagmag offers a 
10% discount for all military and 
law enforcement. (Walls)

The Law of Self Defense, 2nd 
Edition, book by Andrew F. 
Branca, Attorney at Law, ss 
subtitled “The Indispensable 
Guide to the Armed Citizen;” 
this book really is indispensable. 
The author, Andrew Branca, an 
acquaintance, has been practicing 
law for over 20 years and is an 
IDPA Master class shooter, an 
NRA certified firearms instructor, 
and has previously served as an 
adjunct instructor at the SigSauer 
Academy. One of the good guys.

First, let me restate what Branca 
says in his book—“...nothing in 
this book should be thought of 
as legal advice....should this be 

an emergency, hang up and dial a 
competent lawyer.”

Carrying a firearm for self 
protection involves a number of 
decisions, and should involve a 
lot of training and knowledge. 
Training is what you get at the 
range. Knowledge as to the 
legalities of self defense is what 
you can get from this book.

The Law of Self Defense breaks 
everything down in layman’s terms 
in an easy-reading 10 chapters, 
including What to Expect from 
Criminal Law, Innocence, 
Imminence, Proportionality, 
Avoidance, Reasonableness, 
Defense of Others, Defense of 

Property, and Crafting a Legally 
Sound Strategy.

Each chapter is packed with 
detailed, specific examples and 
explanations. Did you know there 
might be a way to “regain your 

innocence” in a situation you 
started? Branca explains how. 
There are numerous examples 
of actual cases woven into the 
fabric of the book, illustrating the 
various points.

Branca encompasses the laws of 
all 50 states in these 296 pages. 
There are eleven comprehensive 
tables breaking out how each area 
differs from state to state, as well 
as a highly condensed version of 
applicable statutes and/or case 
law. The full length versions of 
all abbreviated cites in the book 
and more are on Branca’s website, 
lawofselfdefense.com. This site 
is updated weekly to keep it 
current, and there are ongoing 
blog posts regarding self defense 
law. It’s a very worthwhile book, 
and recommended. The second 
edition is available at the author’s 
website for $39.95. (Lanny)

International Case Co.(ICC) in 
cooperation with Negrini of Italy, 
has announced the introduction 
of a new line of luxury gun case 
luggage in matching sets for 
women. Made in Italy, the new 
shotgun cases feature the design 
work of Elisabetta Negrini and 
reflect the latest thoughts in fashion 
for field and sport. The Negrini 
design and manufacturing studios 
are located near the Milan fashion 
district and close to hunting and 
shooting areas in northern Italy. 

The new line is offered 
individually and in special sets 
giving women the option of 
having their fashionable gun case 
matched to a cartridge case and 
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cleaning kit. Available in the latest 
colors with leather trim accents, 
the sets may also be special 
ordered in full leather versions as 
well as special cases for rifle and 
handgun. 

The Negrini Cases are built ultra-
light and ultra-strong through the 
use of modern high tech materials 
combined with old world hand 

finishing. “It is important to 
maintain the classic techniques 
and styles while incorporating the 
newest materials and technology,” 
commented Elisabetta Negrini. 
“Lady shooters can now enjoy a 

case with the best in Italian design 
and hand finishing as is seen on so 
many fine firearms now.” 

Negrini premium cases 

are specially engineered and 
constructed of lightweight, high 
strength double wall technical 
polymer to achieve international 
air travel certification. All 
cases feature special steel 
hinges and TSA approved 
combination locks. The patented 
construction guarantees the case 
to be lightweight and nearly 
indestructible. All Negrini cases 
are fully luxury hand finished and 
carry a limited lifetime warranty, 
and prices range from $89-$459 
(Tartaro)

Scoop neck and sleeveless, in 
black or white, this UnderTech 
UnderCover tank top looks like 
any other, but it has a secret. 
The secret is a pocket under 
each armpit, closed with stretchy 
elastic and a snap that can hold 
a gun like a shoulder holster, but 
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and shaped.
It is made in the USA of a 

MicroPoly/Lycra blend (good in 
heat or cold), so the whole shirt 

stretches in every direction, for 
an extremely snug fit. The shirt is 
amazingly comfortable all day—
it feels like wearing a hug, not a 
holster. It is machine washable, 
dry flat. 

The company says that this is 
“worn by the Secret Service, FBI, 
DEA, TSA, and many agencies and 
police departments nationwide.” 
That’s easy to believe.

The sleeveless, scoop neck style 
shown here is item #T0760. One 
with a higher neck and cap sleeves 
is item #T0760BK-S. Both come 
in white or black, from Small 
to XL. One for $49.99. Three a 
bargain for $99.99, with  30 days 
to return for any reason for a full 
refund at magills.com. (Bates)

While not standard gear for 
most readers of Women&Guns, 
a pair of safety goggles definitely 
has its place. If you participate 
in skiing, snowmobiling, paint 
ball, do force-on-force training 
with something like Airsoft or 
Simunitions, work as a police 

without all the bulk and bother of 
most holster hardware. Identical 
pockets on each side mean this is 
truly ambidextrous, suitable for 
both right and left handers.

The gun pockets are about 3” 
x 3.5”, and also stretchy, so many 
different small- to medium-sized 
guns can be concealed. There is 
padding on the body side, so the 
gun, even the cylinder of a revolver, 
doesn’t dig into your side. The gun 
fit so snugly under my arm that I 
never once worried that it might 

show. I was barely aware of the 
weight of my gun, semi or revolver. 
This is easily the most comfortable 
carry method I have used.

To draw, just reach under or pull 
up your T-shirt, sweater, blouse or 
top, unfasten the snap, and draw 
the gun. Drawing is slower than 
traditional holsters, but a big plus 
is that you can draw from this in 
any position, even when sitting 
down, as in your car. Drive much? 

Deep concealment, comfort 
and the ability to hold a very 
wide range of handguns are the 
hallmarks of this shirt.

What to do with the non-
gun side? It is fine for a spare 
magazine, a smart phone, keys, 
ID, or anything similarly sized 

officer or fire fighter, are in the 
military, tinker with “fun toys” 
in the basement or garage, or 
just have one of those jobs, you 

use safety goggles to protect your 
precious eyesight.

Two issues plague the use 
of most goggles—they can be 
uncomfortable, and they fog up, 
leaving you wandering around in 
a sort of grade C horror movie.

Well, one solution I’ve found is 
the Haber Barrow Safety Goggle, 
with its companion Haber 
Eliminator Plus Fan. Reasonably 
priced for what you get, they 
could be just what the doctor 
ordered. The replaceable lens 
is impact resistant Carbolite™ 
(polycarbonate) with anti-fog 
and anti-scratch coatings, and the 
frame is a Protex™ high grade 
polymer with woven goggle band, 
moisture absorbing foam and 
micro fiber goggle pouch.

It’s a unisex fit, and large enough 
to go over most glasses, and works 
with and without a helmet. The 
goggles are impact rated to Ansi 
Z-87.1 and CSA Z-94.3, for those 
requiring that.

The pièce de résistance is 
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the Eliminator fan module. It 
readily installs into the top of the 
goggles from the inside, attaches 
via two thumb screws, and runs 
on one provided AAA battery. 
The module has been certified 
“Intrinsically Safe” (non-sparking) 
to U.L. 913 and Can/CSA Std. 
C22.2 No. 157 by Underwriters 
Labs (U.L.) Class 1 Div. 1. for use 
in explosive environments.

The fan has a three position 
switch, Off, Auto and Always On. 
The first and last are obvious, but 
the middle setting works really 
nicely. When humidity rises inside 
the goggle, a sensor activates 
the fan and the warm moist air 
is evacuated. When humidity 
returns to acceptable levels, the 
fan turns off. It does a very nice 
job of preventing/clearing any 
vision-obscuring fogging.

Since I had no opportunity to 
test the Barrow in any exertion-
intensive shooting sport during 
my evaluation, I did the next 
best thing...I wore them for my 
cardio at my gym workout. They 
performed as expected, although 
I was on the receiving end of 
numerous odd looks (ah, the 
things one must do...). A friend, 
former police sergeant and a 
shooter, pronounced them “very 
nice, quality made,” and observed 
that the fan cleared any fogging 
quite quickly.

HaberVision offers a full 
refund within 10 days of receipt 
or exchange for another item 
within 30 days of receipt. Haber 
Barrow Safety Goggle with Haber 

Eliminator Plus Fan is $200 or 
$100 w/free membership.

Their website offers a full range 
of sunglasses and goggles—check 
it out. (Lanny)

The documentary A Girl and 
A Gun, by Cathryne Czubek is 
exciting to watch, fast paced, and 
highly entertaining. It tells the 
stories of exceedingly modern, but 
very different women and their 
varied relationships to firearms. 
These powerful personal stories 

are the heart of the film.
However, in addition to 

individual stories, it also includes 
many historical references, with 
clips from iconic woman-and-gun 
moments in shows like Charlie’s 
Angels (one angel, Sabrina, 
became the source of the eponym 
“the Sabrina handgun position”), 
and movies like Terminator 2 
with the awesome, buff Linda 
Hamilton and her AR-15.

This is a documentary film, 
true, but it is not in the least 

preachy and not in the least 
political. There are laugh out loud 
bits, bemusing bits, and serious 
bits but every bit is insightful and 
deeply informed by the director’s 
feminine perspective. Everyone 
can watch this and enjoy it. 
Looking for something that will 
interest both women and men, 
shooters and non-shooters alike? 
Here you go. Available from 
Barnes & Noble and Amazon for 
$24.99 (Bates)

Perhaps you’re like me and are 
an agnostic on the subject of pink 
gear. Or, perhaps you’re like one 
reader who admitted that while 
she wasn’t particularly a fan 
of pink, she liked to buy them 
because the men in her life kept 
hands off.

This pink flashlight/pick up tool 
from Impeltronics is also offered 
in Red, Blue, Silver, and Black if 
you don’t want to go the “girly” 
route, but Impeltronics introduced 
the pink model in October for 
Breast Cancer Awareness month. 
Extendable from a compact 6.75” 
to over 21” long for better reach 
and includes a flexible magnetic 
head and tail

The bright pink flashlight 
offers a well constructed sturdy 
aluminum casing with a strong 
stainless steel clip, with powerful 
magnets at both ends and a 
telescoping head that reaches from 
over 6” to just under 22”, this is 
a very useful product offering 
everyone a handy tool.

The main additional 
functionality this Pink Flashlight 
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Tool offers the ability for the user 
to find and retrieve objects in hard 
to reach areas. The magnets in 
both the head and tail end of the 
flashlight permit the recovery of 
magnetic objects.

This product is constructed of 
rugged aluminum and includes a 
stainless steel clip and four LR44 
batteries. The magnetic flashlight 

head, also 
made of 
a luminum, 
c o n t a i n s 
3 bright 
LEDs. The 
f l a s h l i g h t 
head is 
attached to 
approx 3” 
of sturdy 
flexible metal 
for multi-
d i rec t iona l 
applications. 
List price is 
$20.99 for 
any color 
and volume 
pricing is 
available for 
fund-raising 
applications. 
(Tartaro)

This soft 
p o c k e t 
holster with 

the slightly tacky plastic outer 
coating stays in place in the pocket 
when you draw the gun. It’s soft 
enough to be comfortable and 
inconspicuous yet thick enough 
to safely and securely hold the 
firearm. The basic pocket holster 
is $24.95 for all sizes. Check out 
the website for other product 
offerings like magazine pouches, 
ankle wraps and other things. It 
comes in a wide array of sizes for 

many firearms. Sticky Holsters 
offers a 15% discount to military 
and law enforcement. (Walls)

Arguably the best place to have 
a firearm for defensive carry is on 
your person, positioned in the 
area of your dominant-side hip. 
This most often provides you 
with the quickest access to your 
life-saving defense tool, under the 
most extreme  conditions, in an 
emergency. Some of the issues with 
this location are concealability, 
finding a well-fitting holster that 
will securely and comfortably 
hold your gun, yet release it into 
your hand when required, for 
less than a king’s ransom, with 
a delivery time in this century. 
And you have to go through the 
same process with each different 
firearm you own.

Well, Justin Sitz, the creator of 
Versacarry, came up with a truly 
unique solution. When a fire 
completely destroyed his small 
home and everything he owned in 

June 2010, his first purchase was 
a Ruger and a Sig, but he couldn’t 
find the right holsters. Inspiration 
struck. He began tinkering with 
odds and ends in his temporary 
trailer, added some odds and ends 
from Lowes, and came up with 
a rough model he believed had 
promise.

Instead of rebuilding his home 
with the insurance money, he 
made the decision to use it to fund 
the Versacarry, and here we are a 
scant three years later.

The Versacarry holster is 
minimalist, inside the waistband 
(IWB), inexpensive, and 
concealable. One size holster-fits 
all guns of the same barrel length 
and caliber, and can be set up for 
either right or left side carry by 
inserting the trigger guard coming 
with each unit. This trigger 
guard location is permanent once 
attached. Made in Texas, this 
ingenious holster works equally 
well with guns having white lights 
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or lasers attached, long a problem 
with such additions.

The web site has a handy sizing 
chart where you can find the 
correct holster by caliber and barrel 
length, or by model. Versacarry 

can be purchased either at your 
local dealer, or on their website for 
$24.99, and offers a satisfaction 
guarantee or full refund plus a 
Lifetime Warranty. Retention is 
provided by the wearer’s belt and 
pants, and the angle of the barrel 
retention rod/clip combination, so 
a belt is mandatory.

There are two down-sides to the 
Versacarry. Once the firearm is 
drawn, you’ll have to remove the 
Versacarry from your waistline 
and repeat steps 1-3 above—
you CANNOT just reholster. 
Second, the firearm and trigger 
are completely exposed on the 
body side. Their instructions 
state not to carry with a round in 
the chamber. Do not use with a 
cocked & locked pistol.

That being said, I find the 
Versacarry an excellent, light-
weight, concealable holster that 
works just fine in a wide variety of 
conditions. I’ve been using it for a 
month, as has a female evaluator. 
Aside from the normal IWB issues 
that a woman’s body presents, 
that evaluator concurs that this is 
fine carry option. Also, while it is 
designed to be used in conjunction 

with a 1.5” belt, it works just fine 
with our 1.25” belts (note that 
these are not the flimsy dress things 
one gets at Macy’s, but quality 
carry belts from Kramer, Jim the 
Beltman, or the like).

Lastly, if you desire a bit more 
concealment, consider ordering 
your Versacarry one size larger 
than indicated. This will lower the 
butt of your gun by 1/2”. While 
this does slow down your draw 
just a trifle, the delay is trivial. 
(Lanny)

Lisa Looper at Flashbang 
Holsters is offering an array of 
holsters for concealed carry for 
many firearms. The Flashbang 
and Marilyn are both bra mount 
holsters. The Betty is an inside 
the waistband belt mount and the 
Sophia is an outside the waistband 
slide type belt holster. These each 

sell for $49.99. The hybrid Eva has 
a broad, suede backing for inside 
the waistband with a Kydex holster 
and wide-set mounting clips. It sells 
for $59.99. Her belts have attractive 
buckles, textured or smooth leather 
with colorful suede linings. No 
need to settle for a masculine take 
on a gunbelt with these. Each sells 
for $69.99. (Walls)

The SIRT is a non-gun, an inert 

plastic pistol that is shaped just like 
a Glock17/22. SIRT stands for 
Shot Indicating Resetting Trigger. 
It has a black body, but a red slide, 
so it can’t be confused with a real 
gun. It has two lasers. One goes 
on, making a red dot on the wall 
or target when the trigger has been 
pressed enough to take up the 
slack. The second laser goes on 
when the trigger breaks, showing 
exactly where the shot would have 
hit if the gun had been real.

There are two ways to use this 
gun. One is as a teacher training 
a student who might be very 
new to guns. The second is as 
an advanced shooter wanting to 
practice various tactics alone.

For teacher/student use, the 
teacher can easily see, when the 
first laser goes on, how steady 
the gun is being held. Both 

people can easily see where the 
shot would go, so the student 
learns very quickly important 
lessons about all aspects of trigger 
control. Jerking the trigger, 
uneven pull, wavering muzzle 
and other enemies of accuracy 
are easily recognized so they can 
be corrected before they become 
entrenched habits. It becomes 
faster and easier for students to 
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understand concepts like natural 
point of aim , acceptable sight 
picture and follow-through.

For solo use, opportunities 

abound. Have you or anyone you 
know ever wished for a gun you 
could realistically practice with, 
without burning up expensive 
ammo? Dry fire with a real gun 
is boring, gives you no feedback 
about your progress, and you 
have to operate the slide by hand 
after every “shot”, making that 
practice slow and not at all like 
live fire. With the SIRT, you get 
visual feedback with every shot, 
and the slide never needs to be 
racked. You can practice hundreds 
and hundreds of times, shooting 
as many strings as fast as you 
want, with the trigger resetting 
realistically every time, and that 
laser telling you exactly how you 
are doing. Hours of expensive 
range time can be compressed 
into minutes of practice at home, 
gaining all the benefits of building 
accurate muscle memory.

Because it is accurately shaped, it 
will fit any holster intended for a 
G17, so it can be used for drawing 
practice from any real method 
of concealment. Oh, yes, there 
is a removable, weighted, inert 
magazine that can be used to teach 
or practice mag changes, too. 

Beginners to very advanced 
practitioners, all will have fun and 
learn a lot using this training aid. 

$250 from nextleveltraining.com 
for the SIRT-Performer-RR model 
that has red lasers for indoor use; 
another model is available with 
green lasers for outdoors. (Bates)

It’s not the holidays Chez Tartaro 
without books— whether it’s a 
signed first edition wrapped under 
the tree, a reference work devoted to 
a current passion, or a fun, airplane-
friendly paperback in your stocking. 
It’s long been my tradition (now 
that, sadly, “toys” are out of the 
picture) to bring a new book to bed 
on Christmas night.

Emily Miller’s Emily Gets Her 
Gun (Regnery Books, $27.95, 
hardcover) manages to fit all three 
categories of gift books at my 
house.

Expanded from her Washington 
Times column about the travails 
of becoming a licensed gunowner 
in Washington, DC, there’s a 
fair amount of fun snark in the 
chapters dealing with Miller 
negotiationing a bureaucracy 
worthy of Monty Python, in 
which the one person in the city’s 
Firearms Registration Section 
hands over a stack of papers with a 
constant stream of “just one more 
things,” and then abruptly closes 
the office with a preprinted “Out 
of the office be back shortly” sign.

Less funny, of course, is Miller’s 
reason for wanting to become a 
gunowner—a frightening home 
invasion at a friend’s home where 
she was dog sitting. Although 
Miller scared off the band of 
burglars, she did not realize until 
much later that her credit cards 
and cash had been taken in the 
brief time one of the crew was in 
the house.

She mused about the idea of 
getting a gun, even tweeting about 
it, but initial reaction from friends 

and followers was that she was out 
of luck in DC. 

Miller’s original idea to write 
a series for the paper about her 
quest to become a gunowner 
was revived; her editor approved 
it, albeit with the caveats that 
she would do the work on her 
own time and that the paper was 
definitely not paying her expenses. 
Miller envisioned a 5-part series, 
which later grew to 20.

For this book, subtitled, “…But 
Obama Wants to Take Yours,” 
Miller intersperses her personal 

quest story with new reporting 
and analysis on the national gun 
rights struggle. Her topics range 
from the Newtown tragedy to 
the use of language to scare non-
gunowners to the prosecution 
(and persecution) of veterans 
caught up in DC’s gun laws.

This book would make a nice 
edition to a gunowners’ library 
and an excellent “lender” to 
have on hand with its nice mix 
of serious analysis, original 
reporting, and, most importantly, 
personal journey. (Tartaro)

W&G
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Every instructor has one. That 
day-in-day-out shooting drill that 
he or she has every student do. It 
might seem basic and boring at 
the time, but it creates a strong 
foundation that a new shooter (or 
an experienced one) can build on 
to develop advanced skills.

Darin Oberhart owns QCI 
Firearms Training in Bettendorf, 
IA. He uses a number of drills, 
depending on the curriculum 
he’s teaching, but the one he 
uses most frequently is the Five 
Fundamentals: sight alignment, 
trigger control, hold control, breath 
control, and follow through.

“When I go through the 
fundamentals, I use training 

guns,” Oberhart said. “One gun 
that really helps with dry fire 
training is the SIRT laser pistol 
from Next Level Training.” The 
SIRT pistol simulates the size, 
weight and function of a Glock, 
and lets students handle a gun 
that “feels” real but isn’t. 

“As you pull the trigger the laser 
goes off to show you’ve pulled the 
trigger,” Oberhart said. “Then, 
when you break the shot, a second 
laser fires.” At the same time, he 
said, he drills on sight alignment.

“Students get immediate 
feedback from using the SIRT 
pistols,” he said. “I can tell from 
the laser where the shot would be 
hitting on the target.”

When he works on grip training, 
Oberhart goes through the two-

handed grip over and over.
“We do it until everyone in the 

class consistently gets the same 
grip when they pick up their gun,” 
he said. “We spend anywhere 
from half an hour to a couple 
hours working on these things, 
depending on the size of the class 
and how well the students actually 
are ‘getting it.’”

Jeff Gunn owns Oro Grande 
Firearms Training in Colorado 
Springs, CO. He also uses a laser 
drill with his classes.

“That way students can see 
how much they’re moving,” he 
said. “People—especially new 
shooters—don’t realize how 
much they’re actually moving 
when they’re looking at a target. 
So I mount a laser under a gun, 

Four Favorite Shooting Drills
Repetition is the key to making handgun drills work for you. Photo 
courtesy Howard Communications.
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of Colorado.”
Steve Morrison teaches the NRA 

Basic Pistol Shooting Course in 
Winnfield, LA. He has his students 
hold some kind of a pointer—pen, 
pencil, firearm, whatever—and 
point it at the wall.

“I have the student pick a target,” 
he said. “The target can be a piece 
of paper on the wall, or something 
on a poster, or whatever she likes. 
Then I have her hold the pointer 
like she’s going to shoot the piece 
of paper, close her eyes, and make a 
figure 8 with the pointer. It doesn’t 
make any difference whether it’s a 
horizontal or a vertical figure 8.”

He tells the student, “Once 
you’ve made a figure 8 and you feel 

like you’re back on target, stop and 
open your eyes. You should be back 
on the same place on the target.”

Once the student masters this 
exercise, Morrison said, he can put 
any firearm in the student’s hands 
and she will be able to shoot it 
accurately.

“It’s a muscle memory exercise 
that we do in the classroom,” he 
said. “It doesn’t matter what the 
student has in her hand. Once she 
trains her body to always get back 
to the same position she started in, 
she’ll be on target every time.”

Students find this exercise a 
challenge.

“When we go on break I’ll see 

and the student can see the spot 
moving around on the target; it 
gives them immediate feedback 
and it really opens their eyes.”

Gunn has students dry fire the 
gun with the laser on it.

“When someone pulls the 
trigger, if the laser moves down 
and to the right, I can tell they 
have trouble with their trigger 
squeeze,” he said. “Or if it moves 
to the left, she’s gripping too 
tightly. I find it much more useful 
for the student to be able to see 

what she’s getting rather than just 
pointing at a spot on the wall and 
telling her to pull the trigger.” 

Gunn does this as a classroom 
activity.

“I set up a target at one end of the 
room and we go through all the 
positions there in the classroom 
before we go out to the range,” he 
said. “I use a combination light 
and laser unit on a real firearm. 
It saves us time on the range, plus 
lasers don’t work all that well in 
daylight in summer in the middle 

Targets provide tangible—and smile-inducing—results. Photo 
courtesy Howard Communications.

Establishing drills with the help of a trainer provides the student 
with a complete understanding of her tasks. Photo courtesy Howard 
Communications.

Laser sights allow both student 
and teacher to see and correct 
problems in training. Photo 
courtesy LaserLyte.
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them practicing it,” Morrison 
said. “Usually by the end of the 
first class, they’ll have gotten a lot 
better at it.”

Tom Grounder teaches NRA 
handgun courses at Defensive 

Logic in Colorado Springs. He 
said the key to proficiency in 
shooting is sight alignment, 
aiming, and trigger control.

“When you shoot a handgun, 
everything is about those three 

Many trainers recommend the use of laser sights for practice. Photo 
courtesy LaserMax.

things,” he said. “The only way you’re 
going to work on those without 
having to put rounds downrange is 
dry firing. And right now, putting 
rounds downrange is hard to do 
because either people can’t get 
ammunition or it’s very expensive.”

Grounder has his students 
practice using snap caps.

“I have them go home and 
practice loading, aiming, and 
trigger pull, so that when you 
pull the trigger, none of your sight 
alignment moves,” he said. “You 
do it over and over and over, and it 
will translate when you go to the 
range. It is the most inexpensive, 
easiest thing to do, and it’s what 
professional and competition 
shooters do on a regular basis to 
stay fresh.”

W&G
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Before Guns
By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

I was honored to travel to the 
Czech Republic with some World 
War II veterans last spring. Many 
people do not know that the 
American Army liberated much of 
the former Czechoslovakia from 
the Nazis at the end of World 
War II. Due to an agreement 
between the World War II leaders, 
President Roosevelt of the United 
States and Stalin of Russia, 
American troops withdrew from 
Czechoslovakia so that it could 
be occupied by the Communist 
government of the former Soviet 
Union. For almost 50 years the 
Czech people were behind the so 
called Iron Curtain, ruled by the 
local Communist Party backed by 
the Russian Army.

Facts that did not fit the Party 
line were not tolerated. The Czech 

people were told that the Russian 
Army had liberated them. Those 
old photographs showing soldiers 
in American uniforms were, 
according to the Party, Russians 
in American uniforms. That is 
what the schools taught. Anyone 
who disagreed was disciplined. 
But the people knew who had 

driven out the Germans. They 
knew who had treated them with 
respect. They knew the difference 
between the American Army and 

conquering Russian Army whose 
soldiers took what property they 
wanted and, with impunity, 
treated the Czech people as they 
wished.

Today, the Czech people honor 
the American soldiers who 
liberated their country. They 
celebrate their “independence” day 

with a massive “convoy” of Czech 
re-enactors dressed in World War 
II American, British, and Czech 
resistance uniforms. The convoy 

The walls around many medieval European towns, including this one 
in the Czech Republic, were designed  to keep invaders out.
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recreates the American Army’s 
liberation of Prague. It is a huge 
event with thousands of people 
lining the streets.

The celebration continues into 
the lush Czech countryside with 
the re-enactors “liberating” small 
farming villages as they follow 
the trail of the American Army’s 
advance. Many villages look much 
as they must have looked in 1930 
or, indeed, 1530.

If you tour the country, guides 
will lead you from the opulent 
palaces in the cities to the great 
mansions, castle like, in each 
major town. Many of these 
buildings were “nationalized” 
during the Communist regime 
and are now museums.

An observant American 
might reflect that all those great 
mansions were built by the same, 
small number of families who 
spent obscene amounts of money 
on multiple manor houses in 
different towns in an attempt to 
out do each other. The stories 
told of those families, are stories 
of kidnapping, forced labor, lust 
and exploitation of the common 
people. One has the distinct 
feeling that some of these people 
were not nice. 

Until the 19th century, most 
people in central Europe lived in 
walled towns or villages. Armor, 
swords, pikes, and crossbows were 
kept in the fort or town hall to be 
used in case of invasion. Common 
people did not own such things.

Today, some people in the 
United States are obsessed with 

the thought that common people 
should not have guns. They talk 
about gun crimes, implying that 
we could end crime and violence 
by banning guns. If they got 
their way—if we could destroy 
all guns—if we could wipe the 
knowledge of guns from the 
human mind—would the world 
be a better place? 

We know the answer to that 
question. History tells us what the 
world was like before guns existed.

The book of Genesis describes 
the first recorded murder. Cain 
killed Abel with a rock. The 
cause was greed and jealousy, 
not the rock. Greed and jealousy 
is still a major cause of violence. 
Archeologists trace the progress 
of mankind by examining stone 
spearheads and the evolution of 
things such as spear-throwing 
devices, the sling, and the bow 
and arrow. The more advanced 
the stone tools, the more advanced 
the civilization. Archeologists 
see these tools as being used for 
hunting food. Hunting, however, 
was not the only use for the “tools.”

According to the Bible, David, 
a man of inferior strength, killed 
Goliath, a man of extraordinary 
strength and size, with a stone 
hurled by a sling. This is an early 
example of someone being killed 
by a weapon capable of firing 
multiple objects in a short period 
of time. David had a pocket filled 
with smooth stones. Before killing 
Goliath, David had used his sling 
to keep wolves away from his 
flocks of sheep. You might say 

that because David did not have 
to face Goliath in hand-to-hand 
combat where Goliath’s personal 
strength would rule the day, and 
because David’s sling could fire 
multiple stones capable of killing 
someone in a short period of time, 
that David had the equivalent 
of today’s high capacity assault 
weapon.

The story of David and Goliath 
provides insight into the world 
before guns. David was a member 
of an extended family group 
called a “tribe.” Goliath was a 
member of a different tribe or 
gang. Goliath’s gang wanted the 
work product (the wealth) of 
David’s tribe. The headman of 
Goliath’s gang showed up with his 
followers armed with their clubs, 
rocks, spears, and such, to take by 
force all of the wealth of David’s 
tribe. The headman (king) of 
David’s tribe called on all the 
men of his tribe that were thought 
capable of fighting, to defend their 
flocks of sheep. Men showed up 
with whatever they could use as 
weapons and with whatever they 
could use to protect their bodies 
from the weapons of the rival 
gang. This protective clothing was 
called “armor.” In the early days 
it was padded cloth, heavy leather, 
wood and such. David had been 
left to tend the sheep because only 
strong men were useful in these 
brawls. The tactic of the day was 
for the two groups to run at each 
other with whatever “weapons” 
they had. The last man standing 
was the winner. 
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The winner took all the wealth 
(called loot or plunder) from the 
loser. Generally the males of the 
losing tribe (including infants) 
were killed and the women 
enslaved. What the winner did 
not want would be destroyed. 
A detailed example of this is 
found in the Iliad by Homer or 
the Aeneid by Virgil, both of 
which describe the sacking and 
destruction of Troy together with 
the slaughter of its people by the 
Greeks. Hundreds of years later, 
historians recorded how, after 
Rome defeated Carthage, not only 
was the city totally destroyed, but 
the land was covered with salt 
to insure the city would not be 
rebuilt.

The slaughter of children was 
common. The Egyptians ordered 
the death of Jewish male children 
not only at the time of Moses’s 
birth, but at the time Moses 
asked Pharaoh to free the Israeli 
slaves. “Herod the Great,” king 
of Israel at the time Christ was 
born, is said to have murdered 
his wife, his sons, and ordered 
the death of Jewish children all 
to insure no one would threaten 
his control of the throne. Power 
without accountability is capable 
of horrible things.

Historically people gained 
wealth by working for it or 
stealing it from others. Wealthy 
landowners built walls around 
their settlements to protect their 
property and workers from 
those who would steal valuables. 
Because fighting was mostly hand 
to hand, walls were useful. 

The wealthy also hired mercenary 
armies for protection. It was not 
unlike today’s private security 
guards at limited access residential 
or industrial developments. Poor 

people lived in or near the walls 
of a town or a nobleman’s castle 
where they could seek refuge in 
case of an attack. The nobleman 
wanted his followers to be armed 
but he wanted everyone else to 
be disarmed so that the people 
could not contest his authority. 
In contrast, “free” cities and 
republics tended to arm the 
entire population to defend the 
community.

The discovery of bronze 
allowed for the making of 
swords and better armor. A man 
with bronze weapons had a big 
advantage over someone with 
stone weapons. Iron replaced 
bronze for making weapons. 
Iron was expensive. The average 
farmer was hard put to afford 
an iron or steel sword and metal 
armor. Further, it took years of 
practice to learn how to use a 
sword. The advantage went to 
the largest and most physically 
powerful man, or the person who 
could hire the most physically 
powerful men. Weaker people 
paid tribute or protection money 
to the powerful (also referred 
to as “taxes”), in exchange for 
being able to live under their 
protection. 

Settlements, be they manor 
houses or towns, always had walls 
with gates that were locked at 
night. An armed guard was on 
constant “watch” for gangs of men 
who might try to rob or sack the 
town. Travel was dangerous. The 
roads were frequented by bands of 
brigands armed with clubs. One 
wanted to be inside a walled city 
before its gates were locked at 
night fall. Today, the ornate gate 
towers are all that is left of most of 
the town walls in Europe.

The Greeks found that by 

forming their soldiers into ranks, 
they had an advantage over 
opponents who fought as a mob. 
Philip of Macedonia perfected the 
Greek formation. He was a great 
king, which is to say, he was able 
to plunder most of his neighbors. 
He was murdered, with an edged 
weapon, by one of his own soldiers 
in the middle of his own army. His 
son, Alexander the Great, went on 
to conquer (plunder) most of the 
known world. 

The Romans developed a 
military formation called the 
“legion.” It depended upon well 
disciplined foot soldiers who 
fought in ranks with swords and 
shields. They also plundered 
most of the known world. An 
examination of the ancient 
monuments still visible in Rome 
gives testimony to how good the 
Romans were at plundering. 

The early Roman Republic 
required all citizens to do military 
service but prohibited arms within 
the city itself. One day Julius 
Caesar, one of Rome’s best known 
generals, entered the city with his 
troops and made himself emperor. 
There was no armed opposition 
from the people. No one in the 
city other than Caesar’s troops 
had arms. Caesar’s rule did not 
last long. He was stabbed to death 
by a number of unhappy Roman 
Senators outside of the Senate 
chambers. Few Roman Emperors 
who followed Julius Caesar died 
of natural causes. None were shot 
with a gun.

The advent of guns did not 
make an immediate change except 
to make armor obsolete. A single 
shot from a pistol could penetrate 

Legally Speaking
Continued on Page 41
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�aking a �ifference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

The past few weeks I have 
been very aware of the changes 
women go through as they 
progress through life. That is 
because for the past few weeks 
I have been taking care of, first, 
my daughter’s two dogs and two 
cats, and, now, the two dogs, 
two cats and a 14-month-old! 

There is a reason we have our 
children at the time we do. When 
the mother of the child who 
is currently (but sporadically) 
sleeping upstairs in my house 
was even younger than this, 
my husband and I purchased 
the three-story Victorian house 
we would convert to a bed-and-
breakfast. Her older sister was 
almost 5. 

During the ensuing summers 
it was not unusual for me to be 
up past midnight doing laundry 
and up before 6 am to brew coffee 
and begin breakfasts. In the off-
season I was a full-time Mom, 
which meant volunteering for 
everything the school needed, 
until the girls were in junior and 

senior high and I began almost 
full-time substitute teaching.

I am awestruck by the woman 
I used to be with the energy she 
used to have! Perhaps, had she 
been a tad more sparing in her 
energy usage I would have more 
today, but somehow I do not 
think it works that way. Young 
people have more energy! Even a 
30-year-old has trouble keeping 
up with a 2-year-old. Of course, 
the 2-year-old gets to take naps 
and the 30-year-old needs that 
time to catch up on all the 
things she has not had a chance 
to do during the 2-year-old’s 
awake time. Add a few decades 
to the equation and the adult has 
no chance. 

When we have left a certain 
“stage” in our lives it is hard 
to remember it accurately. We 
may remember we hurt, but we 
don’t remember actual pain. 
It seems that the same goes for 
exhaustion. We remember we 
were very tired, but do not get 
the sense of how it feels to be 
constantly swamped. That is 
what these days have brought 
into my memory. I have the 
great advantage/disadvantage 
that this is my granddaughter 
and not my own child. I am 
following the “owner’s manual” 
my daughter typed out for me. 
I will be a good parent and do it 
her way. Not having to agonize 

over decisions relieves much of 
the burden of child-raising. 

This was just to remind you 
of what it is like during a period 
that any mother knows. All 
of us--parent or not--knows 
what it is like to balance jobs, 
family/friends, home. Then, we 
would like to throw in a little 
outside activity like belonging 
to a club or volunteering. Oh, 
yeah. And, then there are the 
strictly personal things such as a 
manicure, or time to exercise or 
read a book.

I don’t know a single woman 
who has ever put herself first on 
the list of things to do…except 
for very occasional times. (This 
is one of the benefits of getting 
older. We have fewer family 
demands and eventually do not 
have the work demands. Then 
we can sometimes slip in the 
“me” things.)

Causes also become 
consuming. The best thing that 
has happened to the pro-gun 
movement over the last decades 
is the inclusion of women. I am 
not denigrating the work and 
passion of the men who have 
been battling for our rights for 
the past half-century. However, 
women seldom enter a group 
setting with an idea of sitting 
quietly in the back row. At least 
not once they have gotten an idea 
of what things are about. Women 

Women’s Lives
(A Little More Jenn Coffey of New Hampshire)

Women&Guns
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important.
However, no matter how busy, 

how dedicated a woman might 
be, no matter how busy and 
crowded her schedule might be, 
life sometimes steps in front and 
yells, “STOP.”

Breast cancer. There is 
not a woman who does not 
understand. Jenn stopped. 
Momentarily. Then, in true Jenn 
Coffey fashion, she shared. 

“Update on this last day 
in August 2013, I am having 
surgery in Boston. In addition 
to the cancer, a 2nd area—not 

near the cancer, but on the same 
side—was found a group of 
precancerous cells. I will have 
to have a mastectomy. Any other 
choice leaves me at an increased 
risk for a recurrence. However, 
we are now almost a month 
since the genetic test was drawn 
and waiting for the results is 
difficult, because it changes the 
surgery and the inpatient time. 
I am still bruised up and sore 
from the last biopsy. So all in 
all it is frustrating, but at the 
same time, a relief. This last 
week with family and friends 
has given me a chance to think, 
relax, and heal. Coming to terms 

with not only having Breast 
Cancer, but being able to say it 
out loud without tears or anger 
has finally happened for me, 
most of the time. It is easy to 
sit behind a computer and type. 
However, saying it out loud you 
feel it more, at least I do. It is 
acceptance and learning to slow 
down my mind to deal with the 
negative, and even joke about it. 
My latest one is to tell people I 
am going in for a tummy tuck 
and a lift. Sorry, if that sounds 
crude but it is my truth. It comes 
down to choice, and I choose to 
joke around, and selfishly enjoy 
my time with family and friends 
that usually is hard to find the 
time for. ((hugs to all)).” 

When something monumental 
happens to someone who has 
spent a large amount of time and 
energy, a big chunk of precious 
life, on public or work matters, 
there is always a question of 
whether they regret the time 
spent on such activities. That 
was the question I had in the 
back of my mind. Would she 
have done it differently? 

I never had to ask, but I did get 
a rueful chuckle out of another 
Facebook status as a major 
national crisis broke: “I don’t 
have time for breast cancer!” 
The indomitable spirit comes 
through: fighters fight. Jenn 
fights whatever is in her way.

I am happy to report that 
Jenn has had her surgery at 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital 
in Boston, MA. She was able 
to report “clean borders” and is 
on her way to recovery. You can 
follow her blog <jenncoffey16.
blogspot.com> and friend her on 
Facebook for further updates.
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were the ones who congregated in 
the kitchen: first preparing, then 
serving and finally cleaning up. 
Men gathered in the den to have 
a drink and talk. Traditionally, 
men might debate whether the 
glass is half-full or half-empty; 
women know it will have to be 
cleaned, regardless. 

Women work. Genetically, we 
tend to put others and important 
things ahead of ourselves. Until 
we are stopped.

Which is a really, really long 
introduction to my subject. Last 
year, I told part of Jenn Coffey’s 

story and promised there would 
be more forthcoming. My plan 
was to have Jenn explain step-
by-step how she proceeded 
in passing one piece of knife-
protection legislation. 

Things change. As happened 
to many conservative activist 
legislators across the country, last 
fall, Jenn lost her re-election to 
the New Hampshire legislature. 
Second Amendment proponents 
can be extremely pleased with 
what she accomplished in her 
brief time of legislative service. 
Someday we will get back to 
that part of Jenn’s story, because 
blueprints for passing bills are 

Opening page of former NH Rep. Jenn Coffey’s blog page.



38   Women&Guns

the open carry people who 
attended such events carrying 
rifles or shotguns.

Blogger Grant Cunningham 
noted, “This happened because our 
side doesn’t take the ‘responsible’ part 
of ‘responsible gun ownership’ very 
seriously. As a community we don’t 
police our own very well, and we don’t 
consider the consequences of our/
their actions. The rabid open carriers 
who organized the ill-considered 
Starbucks Appreciation Days weren’t 
being responsible by forcing a conflict 
on an innocent (and surprisingly 
tolerant, given what they’ve had to 
endure) third party; neither were the 
open carriers who participated in 
them, nor the rest of us who didn’t 
step up and remind the others what 
responsibility actually means.”

The Bang Switch noted, “We 
have no one to blame but ourselves 
for their new policy. Starbucks 
tried to remain neutral but we, as 
a community, acted irresponsibly 
and disregarded their wishes by 
dragging their business into the 
middle of our fight—a fight they 
wanted nothing to do with.”

“Many of us feel entitled and 
as a result we become militant in 
our behavior and begin to alienate 
potential allies,” the commentary 
added. “The fact we forced 
Starbucks into taking this action 
through our own irresponsible 
behavior is a black eye to our 
cause. We should be ashamed of 
ourselves and we most certainly 
shouldn’t blame Starbucks.”

There was a divided reaction 
on the Open Carry.org forum, 
where several people said they 
would stop patronizing Starbucks, 
while others will continue, and 
were also critical of people in their 

own ranks for an “in-your-face” 
approach.

Gun Talk host Tom Gresham 
noted in an e-mail to W&G that 
this is not an outright ban, but a 
request. 

“That is an important 
distinction,” he observed. “If it 
was really anti-gun, they would 
put up ‘No Guns’ signs. They are 
not doing that.”

W&G

News
Continued from Page 7

Government Shutdown
Affect on Firearms

Federal agencies that provide 
customer services to the firearms 
and ammunition industry have 
been effected by the October 
federal government shutdown, 
still in place as this issue goes to 
press.

The FBI’s NICS Section is 
maintaining normal business 
hours, continuing to do required 
background checks on gun 
purchasers.

 On the other hand, ATF’s 
Office of Enforcement Programs 
and Services (EPS), which includes 
the imports, firearms technology, 
NFA branches, the licensing center 
and firearms industry programs 
branch now processing marking 
variances, is effectively shut down, 
operating with minimal staff. The 
State Department’s Directorate 
of Defense Trade Controls 
(DDTC) is accepting licenses, 
but only acting on them in 
genuine emergency situations. The 
Commerce Department Bureau 
of Industry and Security (BIS) is 
no longer accepting export license 
applications, classification requests 
(CCATS), encryption reviews, 
encryption registrations or advisory 
opinion requests. Similarly, BIS 
will not be issuing any final 
determinations. All pending export 
license applications, commodity 
classification requests, encryption 
reviews, encryption registrations 
and advisory opinion requests will 
be held without action by BIS 
until the shutdown ends, notes 
the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), in an email 
update.

W&G

NY State Issues
“SAFE” Guidelines

Confusion over New York State’s 
draconian new gun law, dubbed the 
SAFE Act, continues almost a year 
after its dark-of-night passage last 
January. 

The law, rammed through by Gov. 
Andrew Cumo as an “emergency” 
measure, which allowed him to 
bypass normal sunshine laws, 
expands the definition of an “assault 
weapon,” limits the capacity of a 
semi-auto magazine to seven and 
requires new firearms registration.

 But in September, the State 
Police—charged with enforcing the 
law—issued a 20-page guideline 
booklet to law enforment in NY, 
since many questions still remain 
regarding enforcement of the new 
law. Several state sheriffs have 
expressed unhappiness with the new 
law and said they would not enforce 
it. County Clerks, charged with the 
registration and paperwork end of 
the new law have also questioned 
how it can be effectively enforced.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo has urged 
police to follow the law and to 
not arbitrarily enforce it, saying in 
September, “It’s not really up to law 
enforcement to pick and choose 
what laws they like and what laws 
they don’t like.”

W&G
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for the gun shop, who traded 
e-mail with W&G.

But those revelations did not 
come until after anti-gunners 
pressed the narrative that Alexis 
had entered the facility with an 
AR-15, a shotgun and a handgun.

Anti-gun Democrat Sen. 
Dianne Feinstein of California 
wasted no time in exploiting the 
shooting to push her perennial gun 
ban agenda, however. Likewise, 
the Brady Campaign and the 
Washington Post editorial board 
also came out swinging for more 
restrictive gun laws, and White 
House spokesman Jay Carney 
said President Barack Obama is 
“implementing executive actions 
and reiterated his commitment to 
strengthening gun laws, including 
expanding background checks to 
sales online and at gun shows.”

The Washington Post board 
demanded in an Op-Ed, “How 
did he acquire his weapons (an 
AR-15 assault rifle, a shotgun 
and a semiautomatic pistol were 
reportedly found on him), and 
how did he bring them onto a 
gated facility?”

The Brady Campaign’s Dan 
Gross accused “the corporate 
gun lobby’s friends in Congress” 
of obstructing extremist gun 
control measures his lobbying 
organization advocates. CNN’s 
Piers Morgan went on a verbal 
rant, asserting that Alexis had 
legally purchased an AR-15 in 
Virginia.

But as the dust began to settle 
on the crime, Bloomberg News 
reported that in three decades, 
there were 78 public mass 
shootings in this country that 

accounted for 547 people, which 
amounts to less than 0.1% of the 
559,347 total murder victims 
logged by the FBI during that 30-
year period.

Bloomberg News quoted 
Northeastern University 
criminologist James Alan Fox, co-
author of Extreme Killing, which 
discusses mass shootings. 

“Our tendency is to go overboard 
and overreach in terms of trying 
to increase levels of security,” Fox 
said. “The fear is greater than the 
risk.”

Bloomberg’s story also noted, 

Navy Yard Shooting
Continued from Page 8

Only 33% of Americans think 
tougher gun laws would have 
prevented the mass shooting at the 
Washington Navy Yard, according 
to a new national Rasmussen 
survey, while 59% of those who 
participated think stricter laws 
would have prevented the attack.

The gunman, identified as 
Aaron Alexis, 34, was armed with 
a Remington Model 870 Express 
pump-action shotgun, loaded 
with buckshot. He got at least one 
handgun from a security officer 
he murdered. Early reports by 
mainstream press outlets that he 
was armed with an AR-15 rifle 
were erroneous.

According to Rasmussen, 
only 15% of survey respondents 
thought it was “at least somewhat 
likely” that stronger gun control 
laws would have prevented 
the shooting. But 26% were 
convinced that tougher laws were 
not at all likely to have stopped 
Alexis.

One of the more interesting 

“In a database of mass killings 
since 2006 compiled by USA 
Today, roughly half of all instances 
where more than four died were 
motivated by a family dispute 
of some kind, while 30% start 
as robberies or burglaries. Just 
20% were the type of public, 
random killings that occurred in 
Washington, the newspaper said.”

CNN and other news agencies 
also began reporting that the 
three weapons recovered at the 
scene were the shotgun and two 
handguns that may have been 
taken from guards.

W&G

No New Gun Control Traction
After Navy Yard Shooting

revelations of the survey was that 
62% of the respondents do not 
trust the government to fairly 
enforce gun control laws, while 
only 26% do have that trust. 
Twelve percent aren’t sure.

The survey also revealed that 
71% of Americans believe it is not 
possible to completely prevent mass 
shootings and only 16% think it is. 
Nineteen percent believe tougher 
gun laws would reduce the odds 
of such shooting incidents, while 
13% of the respondents think 
other measures, such as limits on 
violent video games and movies 
would be effective.

Fifty-seven percent of those 
surveyed think there needs to be 
more attention to mental health 
treatment.

Rasmussen conducted the 
survey of 1,000 adults Sept. 17-
18, the two days following the 
Navy Yard attack. The survey 
work was conducted by Pulse 
Opinion Research LLC.

W&G
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offered by Browning. Like its 
contemporaries, Hell’s Canyon has 
scent control, has a draft sealing 
hem drawstring, is windproof and 
highly water resistant. I would 
not use this as my primary wet 
weather season coat, but it will 
keep you dry if you get stuck out 
in the elements.

Browning incorporates style and 
function in this ladies jacket (the 
men’s version looks just as good) 
using contrasting sleeve closures, 
underarm lining and arm pocket. 
To keep your hands warm there 
are zipper seam pockets and a 
zipper sleeve pocket that will carry 
most phones. The sleeve closures 
on Hell’s Canyon are waterproof 
unlike those on many other 
jackets. This greatly increases 
comfort in the rain. Hell’s 
Canyon is one of the few ladies 
jackets with a sewn in license tab 
so you do not destroy the back of 
the jacket attaching your hunting 
license. With the Hell’s Canyon, 
Browning proves you should 
not overlook traditional hunting 
companies for women’s clothing.

The last piece of clothing we 
looked at is from a company of 
ladies for ladies. Prois Hunting 
builds apparel specifically for 
ladies. As sexist as it may sound 
from my discussions with various 
Prois Pro Staffers; one of the biggest 
draws is the visual appeal. Prois is 
built to be functional, durable and 
not look like something for a guy 
that was just made smaller. Prois’ 
staff and Pro Staffers proudly 
wear this clothing for range, field, 
and casual attire.

Women & Guns looked at 
two pullover tops—the Ultra 

Backcountry ($64) and Ultra 
Hoodie Shirts ($71.99). These 
shirts are made from Prois’ 100% 
polyester birdseye fabric which is 
moisture wicking, quick drying 
and lightweight. One of the 
unique features of these shirts are 
the sewn thumb slots which keep 
the sleeves down when putting on 
a jacket and act as a semi-glove 
in cooler temps. These shirts are 
available in black and Realtree 
patterns.

As the name implies, the Ultra 
Hoodie has an attached hood 
to make this a good choice as a 

mid-layer shirt for cold weather 
or worn as an outer layer in early 
archery season. This shirt has 
zipper pockets for keeping your 
hands warm when there is a 
morning chill or to secure small 
gear. The Backcountry’s three 
lumbar pockets are what set it 
apart from other shirts. These 
pockets are sized to allow you to 
carry gloves, snacks, hunting calls 
or other small hunting essentials.

The last item we looked at for 
ladies hunting was boots. You have 
to have warm dry feet for the day 
to be successful. We looked at a 
pair of waterproof shoes and mid-
cut waterproof boots from Lowa. 
While shoes are not what you 
would wear to the field, they are 
good for the range and traveling 
to and from the hunt. What sets 
Lowa apart from many footwear 
manufacturers is that their shoes 
and boots are lasted and sized for 
women.

Lowa’s S Cloud is a Gore-Tex 
lined shoe with an aggressive 
Vibram outsole. This shoe is built 
like an athletic shoe but with the 
durability of a boot. You will find 
this shoe to be comfortable and 
supportive because of the patented 
SGT 3D, soft ground technology. 
This cradles the foot for stability 
and when coupled with the bi-
density EVA midsole your foot 
will be supported and protected 
on the most varied of terrains. 
These lightweight shoes are not 
cheap at $170, but your feet will 
thank you for giving them a good 
home. The S Cloud is available in 
numerous color combinations to 
fit whatever your attire or mood 
may be.

If you prefer a boot, the $220 
Renegade is hard to beat. I wore 
the men’s version as my duty 
boot when working the street as 
a police officer. The ladies model 
is just as tough, durable, and truly 
waterproof; it can be had in a 
number of colors for the field or 
for fashion. The PU Monowrap 
Frame is what makes the Renegade 
the protective, supportive boot 
that it is and the climate control 
footbed helps keep your feet from 
getting wet from sweat. 

Lowa’s Gore-Tex boots and 

Hunting Gear
Continued from Page 19

Browning’s Hell’s Canyon Jacket 
beats the morning chill on the 
road as it will on the range or in 
the field. 
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shoes are one of the finest pairs 
of footwear I and several women 
hunters/shooters use. You 
will find them to be virtually 
indestructible. You will not be let 
down with Lowa on your feet in 
the field or on the range.

Hopefully you will find some 
ideas for clothing to meet your 
hunting, range and lifestyle 
needs. As the hunting/outdoor 
industry continues to realize that 
women are a growing part of 
the business, you will find more 
and more clothing and gear to 
meet your needs. Thanks to all 
the companies and to Lisa for all 
the help in putting this article 
together. Without their support 
and input it would not have been 
possible.
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armor. A single shot pistol, 
however, was not useful against 
a gang of robbers. Even in the 
military, the single shot musket 
carried a bayonet so that after the 
fist shot, the soldier could rush in 
and kill his opponent with an edged 
weapon. Cannons destroyed the 
usefulness of the walled city 
from a military point of view by 
1600; but, the cavalryman with 
his saber was still the premier 
“assault weapon” of the day. As 
gun ownership became more 
widespread, especially in North 
America, the common man’s 
dependence on government for 
protection decreased.

It was Samuel Colt’s invention 
of the revolver, the high capacity 
gun of its day, that caused a huge 
shift in the balance of power. 
With two six-shot revolvers, the 

frailest old woman was equal 
to a gang of ruffians. Physical 
strength was no longer a factor 
in self-defense. Since there was 
nothing obvious about carrying Legally Speaking

Continued from Page 34

Early armor and other deluxe 
equipment unavailable to most 
people, rendered this knight the 
“assault weapon” of his day.

a pocket pistol, there was no 
way of knowing who was armed 
and who was not. A man with 
a sword on horseback was no 
longer a thing to be feared, he 
was just a good target. 

No one who is totally 
dependent upon someone else 
for his or her security is truly 
free. One could argue that the 
growth of personal freedom, 
including the expansion of civil 
rights to minorities and women, 
was nurtured by the availability 
to common people of guns 
capable of firing multiple shots.

Some might disagree with this 
interpretation of history. What is 
certain, however, is that the world 
without guns was not a nice place. 
As a matter of historical fact, it 
was an incredibly violent place. 

W&G
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Sources for holster mistakes 
feature, Page 13

David Brooks

RD Tactical Solutions

1031 NE 16th St., Dept. WG

Ocala, FL 34470

352-622-7468

sales@rdtacticalsolutions.com 

Jo Sheehan

SAEF-USA

208-850-7039

info@saef-usa.com

David Vidler

256-508-8825

2nd.amendment@att.net 

Sandy O’Neal

NWFFT

4432 Avalon Blvd,

Dept. WG

Milton, FL 43570

850-902-3291

sandy@nwfft.com 

Com-Tac 

Comp-Tac Victory Gear

1307 FM 1960 Rd East

Houston, Texas 77073

866-441-9157

com-tac.com

CrossBreed Holsters

224 N Main, Dept. WG

Republic MO 65738

888-732-5011

crossbreedholsters.com

Galco USA

Galco International 

2019 West Quail Ave., Dept. WG

Phoenix AZ 85027

800- 874-252

galcogunleather.com

Sources for Women’s Hunting 
Gear feature, Page 16

Browning

1 Browning Place, Dept WG

Morgan, UT 84050

800-333-3288

browning.com

Cabelas 

1 Cabela Drive, Dept WG

Sidney, NE 69160

800-243-6626

cabelas.com

Bass Pro Shops

1935 S. Campbell, Dept WG

Springfield, MO 65807

basspro.com

Lowa

86 Viaduct Rd, Dept WG

Stamford, CT 06907

lowaboots.com

Prois Hunting

28001 B W. Hwy 50, Dept WG

Gunnison, CO 81230

proishunting.com

Under Armour

1010 Swan Creek Dr, Ste C #33

Dept. WG 

Curtis Bay, MD 21226

888-727-6687

underarmour.com

Sources for Holiday Gift 
Guide feature, Page 20

Flashbang Holsters

2124 S. Prospect Ave., Dept. 

WG

Oklahoma City OK 73120

800.299.5667 

flashbangholsters.com

HaberVision

15710 W. Colfax Ave.

#204, Dept. WG

CO 80401

800-621-4381

habervision.com

Impeltronics

571 Industrial Drive

Lewisberry, PA

impeltronics.com

International Case Company

749 Phillips Rd. 



November-December 2013   43

855-278-9678

versacarry.com

Sources for Favorite Shooting 
Drills feature, Page 29

Steven Morrison

Highway 34, Dept. WG

Winnfield, LA 71483

318-664-8666

grantgunsafety@gmail.com

Jeff Gunn

Oro Grande Firearms Training

5559 Oro Grande Dr., Dept. 

WG

Colorado Springs, CO 80918

719-571-9553

jeff.gunn@orograndetraining.

com

Suite 200, Dept. WG

Victor, NY 14564

negrinicases.com

Laws of Self Defense book

lawsofselfdefense.com

NextLevel Training, LLC

5160 Industrial Place, 

Suite 107, Dept. WG

Ferndale, WA 98248

nextleveltraining.com

Quick Shot Targets

quickshottargets.net

Snagmag

snagmag.com

Sticky Holsters

470 Commercial Blvd #2

Dept. WG

Naples, FL 34104

stickyholsters.com

Trigger Trainer

Full Scale Tactics, Inc., 

35 Gilpin Ave., Dept. WG

Hauppauge, NY 11788

thetriggertrainer.net

Under Tech Concealment

undertechunderwear.com

magills.com

glockstore.com

VersaCarry

1724 B Gooseneck Dr., Dept. 

WG

Bryan, TX 77808

Tom Grounder

Defensive Logic LLC

2535 Airport Road

Suite 301, Dept. WG

Colorado Springs, CO 80910

719-287-0539

tom@yourdefensivelogic.com

Darin Oberhart

QCI Firearms Training

1737 Grant St., Dept. WG

Bettendorf, IA 52722

563-528-5711

register@qcifirearmstraining.

com 

W&G
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rom the�ditor

About the time I start writing 
the “From the Editor” for the 
Nov./Dec. issue, I start bugging 
family members to come across 
with their Christmas gift lists. 
My sister always wants a Buffalo-
themed sweatshirt (she must 
have the largest collection in 
southern Connecticut); my dad 
always wants handkerchiefs and 
my mom always wants a long 
sleeved t-shirt. Various other 
friends and relatives shrug the 
requests off, but, fortunately, I 
get just about every mail-order 
catalog known to woman, so I 
generally am accounted to be a 
good gift giver. The kids in my 
life are the easiest of all—since 
they are still at the stage where 
toys are appropriate, and all that 
is required is a little parental 
consultation so that Santa 
doesn’t duplicate anything. 

Even so, I was appalled to find 
that Christmas items are already 
showing up in brick-and-mortar 
stores in early October, crowding 
out the Halloween goodies. To 
everything there may be a season, 
but in the world of retail, woe 
betides to anyone who skips even 
a heartbeat in transitioning from 
one holiday to the next.

So, the end of the year is still 
a good two months off, but I’ve 
learned to couch my year end 
column in such a way as to leave 
room for what may yet occur 
before the Winter Solstice. 

This year, New Year’s Day was 

just beginning and we continued 
to answer media phone calls about 
the Newtown school shooting, 
which had occurred two weeks 
earlier. 

It’s worth noting that in the 
immediate aftermath of the Sandy 
Hook murders, the media seemed 
determined to blame, as much 
as possible, the mother of the 
killer, Adam Lanza, because she 
had purchased the guns he used 
to carry out his crimes. There 
was initially a lot of breathless 
reporting (a term that we use very 
loosely here) that Nancy Lanza 
was a “survivalist,” or a “prepper.” 

This was not the first time the 
media’s fascination with women 
gunowners was evident, but it 
did mark the first time women 
gunowners were treated—
individually and as a group—as 
badly as our male counterparts. 
Instead of the giggly “woman bites 
dog” stories, almost inevitably 
headlined with some variant of 
“Annie Gets Her Gun,” this time 
the media seemed determined to 
make Adam Lanza’s first victim 
the cause of all the misery, and 
to chafe their hands with worry 
about the rise of all these so-called 
militant women.

I spent a couple of hours on 
the phone with a New York Times 
reporter one winter evening 
discussing women gunowners 
and it was clear her focus 
was to “understand” women 
gunowners. But it’s hard to 

understand anything when your 
understanding comes from your 
already-formed own opinions. 

Because The Times is “the 
mothership” to a lot of other media 
outlets who follow in its tractor 
beams very closely, spending two 
hours on the phone when you’d 
rather be baking cookies is all part 
of the job. But it is frustrating to 
talk, talk and talk about women 
gunowners, citing as many 
outside sources as possible, asking 
the reporter to think about the 
watershed changes in women’s 
lives in the last 25-30 years, and 
then to have your efforts reduced 
to essentially a print sound bite—
an amusing detail to polish off the 
story.

There was a lot of talk about 
mental health records, talk that 
would reappear eight months 
later, but very little action on the 
subject because, as even the media 
admits, in cases such as Lanza’s, 
even knowing he had problems 
would not have prevented his 
murderous rampage.

Where mental health records 
would have made a difference if 
they had been entered into the 
NICS system—in Tucson, AZ, 
and Aurora, CO—the media 
dismissed the notion in favor of 
posturing about so-called assault 
weapons and allegedly “easy 
access” to guns.

One thing I stress to reporters 
is that buying a gun is not a V-8 
moment. You can’t crack a hand 
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against your head and then go 
out and buy a gun, end of story. 
Even in Constitutional Carry and 
in Shall Issue states (which now 
prevail the majority of states), there 
are more hoops to jump through, 
more forms to fill out—and in the 
case of several high-profile killers, 
forms to lie on. Forms that require 
you to knowingly break the law 
and to which criminal penalties 
are supposedly attached.

When the Navy Yard shooting 
occurred in September, it was clear 
any number of systems had broken 
down which allowed Aaron Alexis 
to legally purchase the shotgun 
he used to begin his rampage. It 
emerged rather quickly that he was 
a deeply disturbed individual who 
by rights should have been caught 
up in any number of government 
safety nets before he went wild. 
Alexis is nearly a textbook case of 
the type of person who should be 
barred from buying firearms and 
yet despite his being known by 
the military and police in several 
jurisdictions to be a potential 
danger, everyone involved kicked 
the can down the road, ignoring 
warning signs that did everything 
but jump up and wave their hands 
at officials.

That’s why the responses to 
Newtown legislatively this year 
have been so disheartening. In 
my home state of New York, our 
governor, determined to be the 
first to act after Sandy Hook, 
rammed through the SAFE act 
under cover of “emergency” so 
that it did not have to bear the 
scrutiny of most legislators and 
certainly not the inspection of 
citizens. 

Eight months later, no one, 

not even the people charged with 
enforcing it, really know what’s 
what with the SAFE Act.

Connecticut also enacted “strict” 
new laws, and is also trying to 
figure out what to do with them 
now that they are on the books.

Colorado passed strong new 
gun laws championed by their 
governor. But Colorado citizens 
had the means and the will to 
recall two of the key architects of 
the new law. Grassroots activists 
worked hard to push back, even 
as billionaire New York Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg poured 
money into the state to try to 
keep the out-of-step legislators in 
office.

It should be noted that not 
all states have petition recall 
processes, just as all states do 
not have relatively easy “ballot 
proposition” laws. But states that 
do have proposition options, such 
as Virginia and Washington, are 
looking at big gun rightsbattles 
next year.

Even as the year is not quite 
over, the presents not quite 
bought, the cookies not yet made, 
it is important to remember that 
seasons mark time, but they don’t 
stop it. There’s always next year, 
but before that, there’s next week.

 ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ 
As the year ends for the print 

edition of Women & Guns, we 
are looking forward to next year, 
in which we will celebrate our 
25th anniversary. It wouldn’t 
be possible without the stalwart 
support of the Trustees of the 
Second Amendment Foundation, 
of our advertisers, and especially 
our readers. My personal thanks 
to all.

▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ ▲ 

Corrections:
In my Sept./Oct. column 

concerning the Trayvon Martin 
case I referred to the governor 
of Florida as “Rick Perry.” Rick 
Perry is, of course—as several 
friends from Texas pointed 
out—the governor of the Lone 
Star State. Rick Scott is Florida’s 
governor. Both are Republicans. 
Since neither of them is named 
“Cuomo” I trust that readers and 
supporters in Florida and Texas 
will forgive my—and my two 
proofreaders—error.

Our cover photo from that issue 
also brought commentary from 
more than a few readers. They 
all felt that it looked very much 
as if the student in the picture 
had her finger on the trigger, 
in controvention of everything 
we are all taught from the very 
beginning.

I think, in retrospect, I would 
have served the magazine, and 
readers better if I had used the 
other picture in the series in which 
there was no question that the gun 
was being safely handled. 

Sometimes we don’t see what’s 
right in front of us. The picture 
we did use worked much better 
for the cover layout, but its 
ambiguity about safety  should 
have disqualified it for use on the 
cover.
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The 28th annual Gun Rights Policy Conference (GRPC) took place in Houston, TX, Sept. 28-30. Since 
GRPC is where Women&Guns got its start, it seemed appropriate to mention some of the growing number 
of women participating in this year’s event. For fun details on this year’s conference, go to thegunmag.com.
Photos by Dave Workman.

Valinda Rowe, Illinois carry ac-
tivist and W&G profilee, was one 
of the state legislative briefing 
panelists.

Beverly Zaslow, executive pro-
ducer of PolitiChicks.TV, and 
other films, spoke on advancing 
gun rights in new media.

Silvia Gentile, legal counsel to 
Federazione Italia Stroie Armi 
Tiro, came from Italy to discuss 
global gun control.

Washington Times editioral page 
editor and author of Emily Gets 
Her Gun (see Page 28) addressed 
the conference on Saturday.

Alice Tripp, legistative director 
of the Texas State Rifle Associa-
tion, was on one of Saturday’s 
state briefing panels.

Julianne Versnel Gottlieb was 
hostess with the mostest Sat-
urday, moderating the all-day 
event and also participating  on 
the global gun control panel.
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