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News
Marijuana Prosecution in WA
Has Gun Rights Implications

Palmer v. DC Bear Arms 
Suit Blocked in Court

Washington, DC, still remains 
the only place in the country 
where no one is allowed to legally 
carry a gun outside the home.

District residents have been 
trying to challenge the law in court 
for years, but the justice system 
has denied them due process. The 
almost five-year delay in Palmer v. 
District of Columbia is so extreme 
that some suspect political 
games, reported Emily Miller for 
FoxNews.com.

In August 2009, Tom Palmer 
and three other capital residents 
filed a lawsuit in US District 
Court that said the total ban 
on carrying firearms—open or 
concealed—violated their Second 
Amendment rights.

On May 13, Alan Gura, the 
attorney for the Palmer case, filed 
a second writ of mandamus with 
the US Court of Appeals, asking 
it to force the lower court to issue 
a decision.

He will not speculate on the 
reason for the long wait, but 
says this is not normal, FoxNews 
reported.

“Delays of this nature are very 
uncommon—especially when 
you have a case where people are 
claiming that their fundamental 
civil rights are being violated,” the 
attorney said in a recent interview 
with Fox 5.

Gura was also Dick Heller’s 
attorney in the 2008 landmark 
Supreme Court case that 
overturned the District’s 30-year 

total ban on handguns. He was 
also the lead attorney in the follow-
up McDonald v. Chicago case that 
extended the high court’s Heller 
decision to the entire county, its 
states and municipalities. Like 
the Palmer case, McDonald 
was supported by the Second 
Amendment Foundation.

After the Heller decision, DC 
technically abided by that ruling 
by establishing a complicated 
firearms registration system for 
“keeping” arms, but not for 
bearing them outside a residence.

In addition, the city passed a law 
in 2009 that prohibited open and 
concealed carry of firearms, which 
prompted the Palmer lawsuit.

“The ban is obviously 
unconstitutional. I don’t think 
there’s any doubt of that,” said 
Gura. “People have a right to carry 
a handgun for self defense, which 
Heller confirmed.”

The Palmer case has been in 
legal limbo several times.

Judge Henry Kennedy was the 
first judge assigned to the case. He 
heard oral argument in January 
2010 but retired without issuing 
a ruling.

Supreme Court Chief Justice John 
Roberts intervened in July 2011 
and reassigned the case to Judge 
Frederick Scullin of New York.

Even then, Scullin took over a 
year to rehear arguments. After 
the judge heard from both sides 
in Oct. 2012, he promised that he 
would make a decision “within a 

short period of time.”
While a “short period of time” 

can be interpreted to mean 
different things, a 20-month 
delay in issuing a district court 
decision is so rare that many find 
it suspicious, FoxNews noted.

This is the second time that 
Gura has asked the appeals court 
to intervene. After a year of waiting 
for Scullin to issue his ruling, the 
lawyer filed a writ of mandamus 
to the appeals court. In December 
2013, the court denied the request, 
saying that the delay was not 
“egregious or unreasonable.” But 
Scullin is still radio silent.

Fed up, Gura filed the second 
writ in which he wrote that the 
persistent  delay is “unconscionable” 
and “fundamentally unfair.” 

In contrast, Illinois, the last 
state that denied carry rights, went 
from being challenged in district 
court in May 2011 to giving out 
concealed carry permits in just two 
years. That even includes the six 
months that the legislature took to 
write the new enabling legislation.

Both sides in the Palmer case 
agree that no matter who wins at 
the district level, the case will be 
appealed, and likely ultimately 
the Supreme Court will be asked 
to hear it.

George Lyon is one of the four 
other plaintiffs in the Palmer case. 
He has legally-registered guns in 
his DC home, but he can’t use 
them for self-defense past his 
front door.

“I would like to be able to make 
a decision when and where to 
have the tools to protect myself,” 
explained Lyon to FoxNews’s 
Miller. “I may not carry a gun 

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

A trial in Spokane, WA, has some 
serious implications, especially 
for residents of Washington 
and Colorado who may smoke 
marijuana recreationally or ingest 
it for medical reasons, and own 
or possess firearms for hunting 
and personal protection, because 
under federal law, that’s still illegal.

Retired 70-year-old trucker 
Larry Harvey, his wife, son and 
daughter-in-law and their friend, 
Jason Zucker, were defendants in 
the federal case, facing charges 
that could put them in prison for 
several years. Known as the “Kettle 
Falls Five,” they had a small pot-
growing collective on Harvey’s 
property near the northern 
Stevens County community 
until they were raided in 2012 by 
federal drug enforcement officers.

According to the Seattle Times, 
Harvey traveled to Washington, 
DC, prior to the trial to explain 
problems facing medical 
marijuana users to members of 
Congress.

Many believe that such a case 
was inevitable, considering the 
conflict between state and federal 
law. Had it not happened in 
Washington, it could easily have 
happened in Colorado. Both 
states approved ballot measures 
in 2012 legalizing the recreational 
use of pot.

A key component of the case, as 
noted by the Spokane Spokesman-
Review, is that drug agents found 
several firearms at Harvey’s home. 
These are, Harvey told a reporter, 

“for hunting and protection from 
bears, cougars and coyotes that 
sometimes come as close as the front 
steps.” The list included a black 
powder rifle and a .22-caliber rifle 
that Harvey claimed doesn’t work.

That made no difference to 
federal authorities, who included 
“possession of a firearm in 
furtherance of a drug trafficking 
crime” in the charges facing 
the five defendants. Another 
problem for the defendants is that 
they could not argue they were 
complying with state medical 
marijuana law, which is allegedly 

Palmer Case
Continued on Page 34

Mixed Signals From Feds and 
States on Pot and Guns 

Several states have moved 
toward legalizing medical and/or 
recreational use and possession 
of marijuana or cannabis, but 
Congress has not yet resolved the 
conflict between federal and state 
laws related to the drug’s use and 
firearms rights.

The US Justice Department 
and its Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
still consider marijuana use 
and possession as a prohibiting 
factor for firearms acquisition or 
ownership. As more states move 
to change or relax their laws on 
marijuana, increasingly more users 
are running afoul of federal law.

Since Congress seems unwilling 
to take up this conflict, the issue 
will increasingly move to the courts. 
However, that leaves cannabis users 
who own or want to own guns 
taking their chances with possible 
conflicting court decisions, and 
judges will have to continue to sort 
out the conflicts between state and 
federal gun laws.

In April, a federal judge in 
Massachusetts, ruled that two Bay 
State men, previously convicted 
of marijuana possession in other 
states, could not be denied the 

right to have guns in their homes 
for self-defense purposes based on 
their prior drug crimes.

The Boston Herald reported 
that US District Court Judge 
Richard Stearns ruled that the two 
men have a Second Amendment 
right to own firearms despite 
being convicted of possessing 
weed in the past. Stearns said the 
portion of the Massachusetts Gun 
Control Act that disqualifies gun 
applicants who had previously 
been convicted of possessing 
a controlled substance was 
unconstitutional as applied to the 
two men.

Not only would Stearns’ decision 
allow the men to acquire and keep 
guns in their homes, it would also 
allow them to transport those guns 
to and from a shooting range “or 
other lawful location” to maintain 
proficiency in their use.

While the Stearns decision did 
not toss out the state’s gun law, it did 
show that some people previously 
convicted in Massachusetts or 
other jurisdictions may still be 
allowed to possess firearms for 
their protection.

W&G

Marijuana
Continued on Page 37
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Isla Vista Killings
Continued on Page 43

Tracking the Isla Vista Killings
That Anti-gunners Would Exploit
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The anti-gun Brady Campaign 
was quick to exploit the Isla Vista 
killing spree allegedly committed 
by a 22-year-old who posted 
a final epitaph video in which 
he complained about rejection, 
touted his superiority and revealed 
his plans for a bloody massacre 
so people would see him as the 
supreme “alpha male” and a “god.”

And the Brady Campaign is hardly 
alone. Moms Demand Action and 
Michael Bloomberg’s “Everytown 
for Gun Safety” also swiftly jumped 
into the spotlight, the latter 
launching a postcard campaign to 
flood the offices of state governors 
and members of Congress. The cards 
say “Not One More.”

Elliot Rodger, the apparent killer 
in three fatal stabbings and a trio 
of fatal shootings on May 24, was 
the son of a Hollywood assistant 
director. He drove an expensive 
BMW, had his own apartment, 
saved more than $5,000 provided 
with support checks from his 
parents and grandparents, but 
apparently had no real friends, no 
interaction with women and not 
much of a personality.

The fact that he legally bought 
three handguns in California, a 
state with tough gun laws, passing 
not only three background checks 
but going through three waiting 
periods, did not stop the Brady 
Campaign from blaming the 
“corporate gun lobby and the 
politicians it has in its pocket.”

This followed the bitter remarks 
made by the father of Rodger’s 
final victim, Christopher Martinez. 

His dad, a defense attorney, told a 
gathering of reporters on the day 
following the killings, “Chris died 
because of craven, irresponsible 
politicians and the NRA. They talk 
about gun rights. What about Chris’s 
right to live? Stop this madness! 
We don’t have to live like this. Too 
many have died. We should say to 
ourselves, ‘Not one more!’”

Capitalizing on the comment, 
the Brady Campaign issued a 
statement that said, “We at the 
Brady Campaign stand with Mr. 
Martinez. He got it exactly right. 
Americans are dying every day 
because of the corporate gun 
lobby and the politicians it has in 
its pocket.

“Real solutions exist that are 
supported by the overwhelming 
majority of Americans—solutions 
that would prevent many of the 
90 gun deaths that happen in our 
nation every day.

“And yet, the corporate gun 
lobby relentlessly blocks progress 
toward every commonsense 

solution. It gives substantial sums 
of money to buy politicians to 
ignore the will and well-being 
of the American people—by 
opposing expanded background 
checks and calling research into 
gun violence ‘unethical.’ These 
politicians do not care who is 
buying guns—convicted felons, 
domestic abusers, rapists—just as 
long as the corporate gun lobby 
is happily making the biggest 
possible profit.”

But the Brady Campaign, and 
other gun prohibitionists, seemed 
to overlook the fact that the first 
three victims in Isla Vista were 
all stabbed to death. It was only 
after that attack that Rodger went 
out with his three 9mm pistols—
two Sig Sauers and a Glock—and 
spare magazines carrying 400 
rounds of ammunition, that shots 
were fired. 

In the mayhem, Rodger also 
reportedly rammed several people 
with his expensive coupe, finally 
crashing it after exchanging 
gunshots with sheriff ’s deputies 
and then taking his own life with a 
bullet to the head. He allegedly shot 
two co-eds outside a sorority house 

and then killed Martinez when he 
opened fire on a mini-mart.

When authorities began 
investigating Rodger, they discovered 
a lengthy autobiographical 
“manifesto” in which he repeatedly 
ranted about female rejection, his 
expectations of sex and a hedonistic 
lifestyle, and his hatred toward 
beautiful young women and the 
men they dated. He quit the one 
job he had after one day because it 
was beneath him–a janitorial job–
and appears to have been living off 
of his parental support. 

His planned “Day of 
Retribution” massacre was 
hideously described in his advance 
online posting. According to his 
own words, he planned to “dump 
the bag of severed heads I had 
saved from my previous victims, 

proclaiming to everyone how 
much I’ve made them all suffer.”

These would be the people 
he imagined he lured to his 
apartment and silently killed with 
a hammer and knife.

“Once they see all of their 
friend’s heads roll onto the street,” 
he fantasized, “everyone will fear 
me as the powerful god I am. I will 
then start massacring everyone on 
Del Playa Street.”

His “manifesto,” which already has 
been visited more than 2.2 million 
times, includes an account of his first 
experience shooting at a gun range. It 
was an episode that made him sick to 
his stomach, he said.

“I paid my fee and left the range 
within minutes, feeling as if I was 
going to be sick,” he wrote.

That is more a reaction from 

an anti-gunner than someone 
familiar with firearms. 

This seems to bear out as his 
family is against guns, and he did 
not grow up in a home where 
firearms were available or kept, it 
appears.

Not only was the Brady 
Campaign trying to exploit the 
tragedy, so too was the Moms 
Demand Action for Gun Sense 
in America (MDA). That 
organization’s Facebook page only 
concentrated on the fact that a 
firearm was used. 

In a statement on that website, 
the MDA said “the NRA enables 
mass murders like the one in 
Santa Barbara” and “gun violence 
kills twice as many children as 
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DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Today I was teaching one of my 
favorite courses, Responsible Use 
of Lethal Force. It includes topics 
that range from how to determine, 
for virtually any situation, whether 
a lethal force response is justified 
to using pepper spray correctly.

One of the topics raised was 
“What should you do if you are 
properly licensed, carrying your 
gun, and for some reason you 
are pulled over by the police?” 
Four people in the room had four 
different answers for how they 
would handle that situation.

The legal answer to that varies 
by state. Some places require you 
to inform the police that you 
have a gun. Some places do not. 
I just found a website that says 
only the following states have that 
requirement: AK, AR, LA, MI, 
NC, NE, OH, OK, SC and TX. 
Do I believe that list is current, 
accurate, and to be relied on? 
No, I do not. You need to check 
a reliable resource for this kind of 
information where you live, and 
wherever you might travel with 
your gun.

In some places the cops will find 
out, whenever they run a license 
plate, if the person who owns that 
car has a firearms license. That is 
the case in my state, Massachusetts, 
and once when I was stopped for 
not strictly obeying a traffic law, 
I wondered why it was taking so 
darn long for the officer to decide 
whether to give me a warning or a 
citation after taking my license and 
registration back to his cruiser. I was 
on my way to the airport, about 
to catch a flight, so I had no gun 
with me, no reason to mention my 
license. After a long, long time, I 
noticed another cruiser had pulled 
up near the first one. That first cop 
had called for backup before daring 
to approach me again! I didn’t want 
to risk missing my plane, so I didn’t 
have time to get into a conversation 
about why backup had been 
summoned, but I’m pretty sure it 
was either standard practice for that 
agency or just an opportunity to try 
procedures that weren’t standard 
but might be occasionally necessary 
when encountering someone who 
probably had a gun. The only way 
they could have known was by 
running my license plate.

If you know for an absolute 
certainty that you are in a state 
where you don’t have to tell the 
officer you are carrying, and you 
are also confident that you are 
being stopped for something 
having nothing to do with your 
gun (speeding, coasting through a 
stop sign, unpaid parking tickets, 
broken tail light, and so on) then 
the best thing to do is not to say or 

do anything about your gun. Just 
have the same interaction with the 
officer that you would have if you 
weren’t carrying. 

The rest of this article will 
assume you are in a part of the 
country where you must let the 
police know you are carrying. 
Here is what you never want to 
say: “Officer, I have a gun.” No 
matter how calmly and politely 
you say that, the officer will likely 
go from Condition Yellow (relaxed 
alertness) to nearly Condition 
Red (the highest level of danger), 
instantly, and in ways that might 
not turn out well for you. 

So, what can you say or do 
instead? One good option is to 
say, “Officer, I have a LICENSE 
to carry and I am carrying now. 
How would you like to handle 
this?” By leading with the word 
“license” you are giving the police 
a chance to recognize that you are 
one of the good guys, not a threat 
to the officer. By not using the 
word “gun” at all, you are further 
keeping the interaction low key, 
and you are avoiding any tragic 
mistake that might be made by the 
officer’s partner or another person 
nearby who might hear the word 
“gun” out of context and leap to 
the wrong conclusion.

After you say “How would you 
like to handle this?” sit still and 
wait for the answer. Don’t reach 
for anything—not your driver’s 
license, not your firearms license, 
not your registration—any of 
those actions might make the cop 
think you might be reaching for 

your gun.
Another excellent option is 

to, before the officer gets close 
to your car, take your license, 
registration, insurance (whatever 
you are required to provide in a 
traffic stop) AND license to carry, 
put them all together on your 
dashboard so they will be easily 
seen, and hand them together to 
the officer. You don’t have to say 
anything at all. 

If the cop “invites” you to get 
out of your car, it is most likely 
because something has raised his 
or her level of concern. If you 
have not mentioned your license 
before, this would be a good time 
to do so. If the officer notices your 
gun before you have made him or 
her aware its presence, whatever 
trouble you are in will have just 
become greatly magnified. 

What if the cop politely asks 
something like, “Do you mind 
if I look through your car?” You 
have the right to refuse, and I’ve 
been told by knowledgeable legal 
folk that you should refuse, even 
if you have nothing to hide. 
You should refuse carefully, and 
politely. Some of the best advice 
I’ve been given to deal with this 
situation is to say, “I do mind if 
you look through my car. I am 
not giving you permission to do 
so.” Put your car keys where the 
officer can see and reach them 
(on the hood, for example), move 
away from them and say “There 
are my keys. I’m not preventing 
you from searching my car if you 
have probable cause to do that, 
but I’m not giving you permission 
to search.” 

You cannot prevent the police 

What To Do If Stopped By Police 

from searching your car if they 
have probable cause to do so. If 
the officer thinks he or she has 
probable cause your vehicle will be 
searched, but it is more likely that 
the cop knows there is no probable 
cause, that you are within your 
rights to refuse a search, and will 
let you go on your way.

Ask your local knowledgeable 
attorney or gun owners’ group what 
the laws are with respect to informing 
police about license holders stopped 
for unrelated reasons.

The next time I’m pulled over 
for anything, not being in a state 
where notification is required, 
I’ll just sit tight and see how that 
goes. Maybe that cop won’t feel 
the need to call for backup, and I 
will be on my way sooner.

W&G
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Like fine wine, some guns just 
get better with age. Take the 1955 
Victor Sarasqueta double barreled 
20-gauge shotgun I bought from 
an ad in Shotgun News twenty 
or so years ago. The triggers still 
were crisp, the action tight, and 
the engraving immaculate. I used 
it for several years and then sold 
it to a competitive shooter who, I 
am sure, loved it as much as I did.

Marna Tracy, owner of Tampa 
Tactical Supply in Riverview, FL, 
said shooters buy used guns for a 
number of reasons. 

“It may be a firearm with a 
limited production,” she said, 

classifieds like the one where I 
found my Spanish double 20 years 
ago.

Transactions on websites can 
be very successful, and many gun 
purchasers find just the firearm 
they want online. Just like with 
eBay, websites such as Gunbroker 
have a rating system where buyers 
and sellers can leave feedback 
to let other users know what 
experiences they’ve had. While 
there are protections in place to 
guard against getting ripped off 
by unscrupulous sellers, I can tell 
you from personal experience that 
once in a while those protections 
don’t work quite the way we’d 
like to think they should. This is 
not to say that you can’t find and 

Buying Used Guns
“or a special gun that was the 
first gun you ever owned. Or 
you might want one to complete 
a collection.” Or if you want an 
expensive gun but can’t afford 
a new one, you might look for a 
used one you can purchase for less 
than the full retail price.

You can find used guns in quite 
a few places: gun shops, pawn 
shops, and gun shows come to 
mind. Then there are the websites 
such as Gunbroker (gunbroker.
com), Guns International 
(gunsinternational.com), Armslist 
(armslist.com), Gun Auction 
(gunauction.com), and Guns 
America (gunsamerica.com). And 
publications such as Shotgun 
News are still around, with paper 

purchase some nice used guns 
online—I’m watching a lovely 
Spanish double right now—
but keep in mind that there’s 
an element of risk any time you 
make a big purchase online from 
someone you don’t know.

Just the act of going to a pawn 
shop or some gun shows can be 
an experience in itself. Characters 
abound in both places.

“There’s a show a weekend in 
some places,” said Miles Hall, 
president of H&H Shooting 
Sports Complex in Oklahoma 
City, OK. “Some of them are like 
flea markets, with Beanie Babies 
and lots of other stuff. It’s like 
going to Wal-Mart late at night; 
it’s an interesting crowd.”

Hall encourages customers to 
consider purchasing used guns 
through an established brick-and-
mortar retailer.

“They’re going to be there 
tomorrow,” he said. “It you have 
a problem with the gun you can 
find them, and you can talk to 
them face to face. An established 
store has a vested interest in 
staying honest, and they’re going 
to deal with you honestly.”

Let’s say, though, that you’re in 
a pawn shop or at a gun show and 
you see a used gun that you like. 
You have a hands-on opportunity 
to examine the gun and see if it’s 
really something you want to take 
home with you.

“The first thing to look at is the 
condition of the gun,” Tracy said. 
“Is it dirty? Dirt can cover things, 
but a dirty gun isn’t necessarily 
a bad gun. But if it’s dirty it’s 
especially important to take an 
extra look and see if you can see 
any cracks.”

Dan Bennett is the used firearms 
manager at H&H Shooting 

Sports Complex. He, too, said the 
external appearance of the gun is 
the first indicator of its condition.

“The overall appearance of 
the gun tells you something 
about how it’s been treated in its 
lifetime,” he said. “But there are 
some people who don’t necessarily 
clean their guns, so a gun can be 
dirty on the outside but all right 
on the inside. That’s something to 
look past. If it’s beat up or has a 

broken stock or grip, however, that 
may indicate that it’s been treated 
badly. In that case, you need to 
look a little deeper into it, either 
mechanically or the condition of 
the inside.”

Check to be sure the gun 
functions properly, and look for 
excessive wear and tear. 

“If it has wear, is the seller 
representing it accurately?” Tracy 
said. 

Regardless of whether you’re 
in a pawn shop or at a gun show, 
don’t take anything for granted. 

“Do your due diligence,” Tracy 
said. 

Bennett said he doesn’t have 
“degrees” of the condition of a 
gun he takes in as a used gun.

“I don’t rate guns as good, 
medium or bad,” he said. “I ask 
‘Is this good enough for H&H?’ 
It either is or it isn’t. The ones we 
bring in have to be pretty sharp.” 
This illustrates very clearly the 
advantage of buying a used gun 
from an established gun shop; 
even though the gun is used, the 
shop has a reputation to uphold 
and won’t sell a piece of junk.

Laws about selling used guns 

vary from state to state. Pawn 
shops are required to hold firearms 
for a period of time before they 
sell them, but the length of time is 
different in different states. Some 
gun shops in some areas also must 
hold guns for a period of time 
before they sell them; this may 
be different even from county to 
county in the same state.

Don’t let the impulse to purchase 
a particular gun blind you to the 
price; just because a gun is offered 
for sale as used doesn’t necessarily 
mean it’s a good deal.

“At a recent gun show here, an 
accessories guy was selling his 

The author purchased this lovely Spanish double made by Victor 
Sarasqueta in 1955 from an ad in Shotgun News in 1994.

Dan Bennett shows customer 
Joy Hast some of the used 
guns at H&H Shooting Sports 
Complex.

Used Guns
Continued on Page 40
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model. My sample tested at an 
average trigger pull weight of 7 lb. 
Kahr’s signature long, even trigger 
stroke was present both back to 
firing position and out to reset for 
follow-up shots.

The slide-to-frame fit was less 
polished, making it necessary to 
work the two against each other in 
order to achieve disassembly. The 
disassembly process is identical to 
that of the PM9. After assuring that 
the gun is unloaded by removing 
the magazine, locking the slide 
to the rear and checking visually 
and tactilely that there is no 
ammunition in it, take it to a well 
lighted area with no ammunition 
present. Remove the slide stop 
pin after aligning the half-moon 
on the pin with the matching 
indentation in the slide (you need 
good light to see the little half 

Women&Guns

By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor

Kahr has offered small-framed, 
well-made and reliable handguns 
for defense for many years. It’s only 
in the last few, however, that they 
have offered a budget-minded line 
of guns for those that want Kahr 
features and quality at a more 
affordable price point. The CM9 
is their basic model comparable 
to their PM9 in style and design. 
At an MSRP of $517.00, it can be 
had for more than $200 less than 
its pricier counterpart, the PM9 
(MSRP $786.00).

What’s the difference? The CM9 
ships with only one magazine. The 
general fit and finish is good, but 
less highly refined than the PM9. 
The trigger is only a little less 
smooth than the more expensive 

moon). Pull the trigger to release 
tension and pull slide off the frame 
going forward. Carefully press the 
recoil spring assembly forward 
and sideways and remove it while 
gently releasing the spring tension. 
The barrel can then be slid out. 
After cleaning and lubrication, 
the reverse procedure will re-
assemble the gun. The owner’s 
manual has good, understandable 
instructions. No special tools are 
required for field stripping the 
gun. Only light lubrication is 
required.

The factory magazine it came 
with didn’t fit entirely flush with 
the bottom of the grip which 
allowed it to pinch my pinky 
finger a bit when firing heavier or 
hotter loads through it. This might 
be remedied with the extended 
magazine they offer. This choice 

of additional magazine would 
give an extra round capacity 
(7+1 instead of 6+1) and costs 
the same when ordered from 
Kahr at MSRP $40.00 ea. for 
any additional magazines. The 
extended magazine would give 

more length to hold onto while 
firing this very compact gun. Even 

my small hands had scant room 
for all my fingers while holding it. 
The front of the grip is only 1-3/4 
in. in length and the back 2-1/4 
in.

Where it counts, though, the 
CM9 did well. It didn’t balk at 

any bullet weight or configuration 
I ran through it. It fed and 

extracted reliably, and accuracy 
was on a par with any gun of its 
size and caliber I’ve shot. The bar 
and dot sights are easily visible 
for consistent shot placement. 
See Table 1 for the results of my 
accuracy testing. The tests were 

performed at 15 yards 
with the shooter using a 
braced seated position.

The CM9 was quite 
controllable with any 
load I fired through 
it. The +P loads were 
a bit snappier but not 
unpleasantly so. The 
degree of muzzle flip 
was easily manageable, 
even firing one handed 
with my non-dominant 
hand. Though the gun is 
diminutive in size, it can, 
with a firm grip, be fired 
rapidly and accurately. 
Kahr’s low bore axis 

 Table 1: CM9 accuracy, 15 yards

 Ammunition  Average Average  Malfunctions   
   5-shot group    best 3-shot group       or issues
 PMC Bronze 
 115-gr. FMJ  3 in.  1.4 in.   none
 Grizzly 
 124-gr. +P JHP 3.6 in.  1.27 in.   none
 Grizzly 115 gr. JHP 3.95 in.  1.4 in.   none
 Cor®Bon 
 115-gr. +P DXP 4.5 in.  1.87 in.   none
 Cor®Bon 90-gr.
 +P JHP  5 in.  1.8 in.   none
 Cor®Bon 125-gr. 
 +P JHP  3.32 in.  1.75 in.   none

KAHR CM9:
Ultra Compact and Economical Offering for 
Defense

The Kahr CM9, the company’s budget friendly offering.
The low bore axis reduces 
muzzle flip even shooting one-
handed. (Photo by Tom Walls.)

The CM9 is so compact, even the author’s small hands overhang the 
grip. (Photo by Tom Walls.)
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design (the barrel positioned low 
and close to the shooter’s hands) 
makes it a remarkably stable 
platform. The polymer frame 
flexes enough to absorb some of the 
recoil and the textured grips and 
front and back checkering allow it 
to stick in the hand without being 
overly aggressive and irritating to 
the skin of the fingers.

All in all, I’d say the CM9 is 
a good compromise for those 
that like the Kahr pistols but 
have always found them a bit 
expensive to consider adding to 
the collection. This very slim 
and small gun would be ideal 
for pocket or ankle carry as a 
back-up to a larger gun. It is very 
concealable and low-profile while 
still retaining full 9mm punch. It 
would also serve well for situations 
where wardrobe dictates only a 
small gun would be concealable, 
as in while wearing close-fitting or 
lightweight clothing. If off-body 
carry in a purse or pack is all that 
is workable, this little unit would 
tuck away in a dedicated holster 
compartment without adding a 

Sources
Page 42

lot of weight. It’s small enough to 
fit into some of 
the evening style 
purse designs that 
are becoming 
available from 
c o n c e a l e d 
carry handbag 
designers.

As always, my 
caveat to shooters 
considering a 
tiny gun is this: 
Practice with it 
until you can 
shoot accurately 
and quickly. It 
isn’t going to 
feel like your 
full-sized range 
training gun at 
all. That’s a whole 
lotta “Pow!” from 
something very 
small and close to 
your hand. Keep 
that in mind and 
accustom yourself to it if you are 
going to depend on it to protect 
your life. 

These little guns are not the 
ideal for new shooters to learn 
their skills with. When it comes 
to handguns, it’s best (and easiest) 
to start full sized and work down 
rather than the other way around. 
Develop good skills with a full-
sized handgun and you won’t be 
fighting the flinch as much. Make 
it easy on yourself, take it a step at 
a time and your training will be 
more productive and lots more fun!

Little guns are not designed for 
learning and training but rather 
as easily concealed defensive tools. 
The CM9 would fill this niche 

admirably and not break the bank 
in doing so.

W&G

The bar-dot sights are nicely visible and drift adjustable. (Photo by 
Tom Walls.)

The CM9 is a small, easily concealed protector, 
as shown in this threat simulation in a narrow 
stairwell. (Photo by Tom Walls.)
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Women&Guns

By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

After decades of manufacturing 
service grade handguns and 
hunting revolvers, Ruger was a 
little slow in jumping into the 
personal defense and concealed 
carry market. The SP101 defense 
revolver was the first step. 
Powerful, rugged and accurate, 
the SP101 is still a great choice 
for personal defense. The polymer 
frame pistol market was too large 
to be ignored, however, and Ruger 
designed first the LCP and in 
steady progression the LC9 and 
the LCR. These are innovative 
handguns. Those looking for 
good value, excellent protection 
and a reliable handgun need look 
little further than the ‘LC’ line. 
Let’s take a look at each in this 
line, beginning with the lightest. 

Ruger’s Elsie P—
A Friendly Pistol

So many of us affectionately 

call the Ruger LCP “Elsie P,” I 
wonder why Ruger did not call 
the newest version Laser Elsie. 
Well, my personal version is the 
Laser Elsie. Ruger combined 
high-tech manufacturing with 
polymer economy into a likeable 
and formidable handgun. For 
many years the lightest handguns 
in .380 ACP caliber weighed in at 
about 25 ounces. The Ruger LCP 
tips the scale at a feather light 6.5 
ounces. There is no excuse for 
leaving this gun at home! The 
LCP combines discrete carry 
with a degree of useful power. As 
a person that has found himself 
at the wrong place at the wrong 
time more than once I am not 
enamored of small calibers. I also 
realize that a .380 ACP is stronger 
than a slap. The first rule of a 
gunfight is to have a gun. During 
my time in uniform I carried a 
backup every day. Most of the 
time it was a snub nose .38 but I 
also carried a Colt .25, a JP Sauer 

.32 ACP, a Walther PPK .380 
and an AMT Backup .380. The 
LCP is lighter than these and 
hits just as hard. Given minimal 
maintenance and lubrication the 
Ruger always works. The LCP 
disappears in a pocket. 

The pistol is light but also thin 
at just .82 inch across the slide. 
The pistol doesn’t skimp on sights 
as some small pistols have only a 
bump on the slide. You can see 
the sights on the LCP and that is 
as it should be. At intimate range 
the slide offers a good index if you 
understand the “meat and paper” 
drill. The slide is the meat and it 
covers the paper. Point shooting 
doesn’t work but some type of 
index will get the hits in. Always 
use a relative index, even if firing 
in the dark. When discussing 
tactics and marksmanship, an 
hour on the range is worth a 
month of discussion. Practice to 
get hits. The double-action-only 
trigger of the LCP is smooth and 
manageable. The cadence of fire 
is as follows—press the trigger, 

the gun fires, and allow as much 
time for the trigger to reset as in 
pressing the trigger: press, recover 
from recoil, reset, and fire again. 

Pocket carry is tempting with 
the LCP. But never carry a pistol 
without a holster! A design that 
I like very much comes from 
Ozarks Holster Company. 
(Ozarksholstercompany.com) The 
Solo allows carrying the pistol in 
discreet comfort. The piece is held 
securely and does not move about 
the body. I often use the appendix 

holster from the same company 
for the heavier LC9. Each is well 
made of good material. 

Someone close to me wished to 
own a truly secure, high quality 
leather holster. She is more 
comfortable with a thumbreak. 
Outside the waistband carry is 
no problem with her usual mode 
of dress. The Lone Star Holsters 
(lonestarholsters.com) BH 94 
thumbreak is not only secure, 
it is among the fastest holsters I 
have ever tested. The full grain 

leather is very nice and the double 
stitching flawless. It works well for 
any situation in which a covering 
garment may be worn. 

My other half and I own two LCP 
pistols that have proven reliable with 
a variety of loadings. The Ruger 
fits her needs well and I am glad to 
see her constantly armed. Most of 
the practice has been accomplished 
with Winchester USA FMJ loads. 
Affordable, reliable and accurate 
enough for meaningful practice 
the USA White Box is a good 

choice. When choosing a personal 
defense load it must be understood 
that the .380 ACP doesn’t always 
have the best balance of expansion 
and penetration with hollow point 
loads. If you live in an area with a 
true four season climate and may 
face felons that are heavily bundled, 
then ball ammunition may be the 
best choice in this minimal caliber. 
Shot placement is important but 
load selection is important as well. 
That being said, the Hornady 
Critical Defense is a reasonable 

The Ruger LCs Are Great Handguns

choice that is feed reliable. 
The newest LCP at the house is 

the integrated LaserMax package. 
This is a neat device that is an aid 
in aiming on a dark night with little 
light on the sights. The LaserMax 
beam is cohesive and focused. Laser 
technology has reached the point 
that the laser device adds but a half 
ounce to the pistol’s weight. The 
LaserMax sight is controlled with 
a cross bolt switch. Like the Ruger 
itself the bolt is fully ambidextrous. 
The LaserMax sight is adjustable 
for point of aim and point of 
impact agreement, however, my 
example was dead on the money 

at 7 yards with the Winchester 
ball practice ammunition. I also 
tested a number of the Winchester 
Bonded PDX load. The PDX load 
feeds well and in limited testing 
demonstrated excellent expansion 

The LaserMax-equipped LCP 
is a good light handgun and 
has proven reliable. 

There are two advantages of 
the LC9 the author likes a great 
deal—a functioning slide lock 
and a manual safety. 

The Ruger LCR is arguably the 
most advanced revolver in the 
world. 

The Campbell family’s two LCPs serve a real purpose in the scheme 
of things. 

The author has found the 
LaserMax accurate and effective. 

From rtktriggers.com, this 
custom trigger makes the trigger 
action cleaner on the LCP. 



20   Women&Guns July-August 2014   21

potential. Typical Winchester 
quality is demonstrated by a full 
powder burn. Accuracy potential is 
difficult to gauge in a handgun this 
size, but the LCP always worked 
well. The pistol seems best suited 
for use in low light conditions 
when the laser device will give an 
advantage. The red dot has some 
claim to a deterrent and while the 
.380 isn’t a .38 no one wishes to be 
hit by a 90-grain hollow point. The 
more the pistol was fired the greater 
confidence I had in it. The Ruger 
isn’t suitable for long range use 
with ten yards being long range. 
You cannot predict the conflict but 
the Ruger is better than tooth and 
nail or angry words. 

My Favorite LC—
The LC 9

There are a lot of Elsies 
protecting good guys and girls. My 
preference in personal defense is 
tempered by long and unpleasant 
experience with our protein fed ex-
con criminal class. This personal 
experience is alloyed with many 
years of serious study. I prefer a 
Commander .45 or a mid-frame 
.357 Magnum. However, there are 
times when fashion, circumstance 
and weather demand a more 
discreet sidearm. While the 
concealed hammer revolver still 
has much appeal, often as not 
my pocket gun and hideout is 
the LC9 9mm Ruger. The 9mm 
offers a considerable advantage 
in wound potential over the .380 
ACP and the 9mm is as light as 
I am willing to go in a defensive 
handgun. The Lightweight 
Compact 9mm has a lot going 
for it. In my opinion despite the 
more potent chambering the LC9 
is an easier handgun to fire and 
use well than the smaller .380 
ACP caliber Ruger LCP. The LC9 

is a lightweight handgun, make 
no mistake. The pistol features 
a barrel just over 3 inches. This 
handgun is only six inches long 
and four and one half inches tall. 
Best of all it is .9 inch thick--that 
is thin! The pistol weighs just over 
seventeen ounces unloaded. The 
LC9 features a polymer frame 

and steel slide. The grip frame 
allows a good grasp by an average 
sized hand. The pistol features a 
functioning slide lock. The LC9, 
unlike many of the small .380 
pistols, locks open on the last 
shot as the slide stop catches on 
the magazine follower. The LC9 
is a double-action-only design. 

The trigger action both cocks and 
drops the hammer. The recoiling 
slide resets the action for another 
shot. This makes much sense in 
a pistol to be carried close to the 
body. Another feature that makes 
sense is that the pistol is snag free. 
Run your hand or a tacky article 
of clothing on the LC9. It is 
practically devoid of sharp edges. 
Yet, the subtle stippling of the grip 
frame gives good adhesion to the 
hand. The trigger action is long 
but smooth. By pressing the trigger 
and allowing it to reset with the 
same cadence—press, reset, press, 

reset, you have a rhythm set for 
good control. 

The trigger action breaks at just 
over six pounds and clean for a 
double-action-only trigger. The 
pistol features excellent service 
grade sights. These sights may 
be adjusted for elevation and 
windage. I like that because the 

LC9 is accurate enough for serious 
shooting to 25 yards or so. With 
concentration on the sights and 
trigger action you may make X 
ring hits far past conversational 
distance. I have stressed that it 
is important to have good sights 
on a small pistol. There is more 
chance of misalignment of the 
sights in a pistol this size. The 
bold combat-worthy sights of the 
LC9 are excellent examples of 
serious gear for a serious handgun. 
I find the LC9 a better choice for 
personal defense and all around 
use than a number of pistols 
costing several times as much as 
the LC9. When compromise is 
inherent in the design—designing 
a small pistol that shoots as well as 
a large pistol—the LC9 is a great 
engineering accomplishment. 

When practicing with a light 
9mm attention to detail is 
everything. The trigger press and 

sight alignment are important. 
For inexpensive practice a load 
that burns clean and delivers good 
accuracy is important. Among 
the more attractive choices is the 
Black Hills 115 grain FMJ in 
the remanufactured line. With 
this load the pistol is accurate 
enough for meaningful practice. 

As an example at 15 yards, a 
realistic distance to test a short 
barrel defense pistol, I was able 
to place five rounds into a three 
inch group firing from a solid 
barricade position. This is good 
performance from such a light 
handgun. Fast follow up shots are 
possible with attention to detail. 
I am surprised that I enjoy firing 
the pistol so much. The grip shape 
and overall design and ergonomics 
are pleasing to the eye and the 
hand. Overall a good platform 
from which to deliver ordnance 
when the weight must be light 
and the package small. In personal 
defense load selection is critical, 
with a balance of expansion and 
penetration important. Velocity 
is curtailed to an extent in the 
short barrel. However, the 9mm 
is a high pressure cartridge with 
good efficiency and most loads 
maintain at least 1,000 fps from 

the LC9’s 3-inch barrel. A credible 
choice is the Black Hills 115-grain 
EXP or Extra Power load. This 
number isn’t loaded to +P velocity 
but as hot as you can go and not 
rate +P. It is accurate and reliable. 
I usually recommend a +P but in 
the 9mm this load is fast enough 
and offers good performance. 
A +P adds recoil in this light 
handgun without necessarily 
offering increased performance 
from the short barrel LC9. In the 
end marksmanship will carry the 
day but the Black Hills EXP load 
is a credible choice. 

When carrying the pistol I have 
used a Leathercrossdraws.com 
holster that offers an excellent draw 
angle. When seated or driving the 
handgun is at the finger tips for 
a rapid presentation. Crossdraw 
isn’t for everyone but for those that 
understand the advantages this is a 
great holster. I have also used the 

Contact Concealment IWB with 
excellent results. This modern 
Kydex IWB is a good rendering 
of the IWB with good retention 
and excellent speed for those that 
practice. This is a good kit. After 
firing the LC9 extensively and 
living with the pistol for some time 
I find the little Ruger a welcome 
addition to my defensive battery. 
The LC9 is reliable, easy to carry 
and ready to defend on a moments 

The LC9 has proven reliable with a wide range of ammunition. 

The front post of the LC9 is an 
excellent combat sight. 

The rear sight of the Ruger LC9 
9mm pistol is drift adjustable. 

The author finds much merit in the Ruger LC9’s loaded chamber 
indicator. 

This holster, from 
leathercrossdraws.com, is a 
versatile choice for the LC9. 
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notice. It is affordable and worth 
a hard look by anyone needing a 
good defense pistol. 

The Most Advanced 
Revolver 

in the World
Revolver history is interesting. 

The revolver on my desk as I 
write has me going back over 
everything I have learned on the 
revolver. The revolver is much 
older than commonly believed. 
Double barrel and combination 
barrels were common during the 
flintlock era but they are not true 
repeaters. Revolvers with multiple 
chambers were not rare. They 
were expensive but the revolving 
cylinder handgun dates back 
to at least 1540. It was a case of 
the technology of the day not 
catching up with dreams. The 
German Wender is among the 
most interesting revolvers and 
then there was the 2-chambered 
Jacques Gorgo design, with two 
chambers around a single barrel 
and dual flints for ignition. Then 
in the 1700s came the Collier, 
with five chambers that rotated 
around a single barrel. Most of 
these were manually operated. You 
fired one chamber, then unlocked 
and rotated the cylinder by hand. 
The Pepperbox is debatable but by 
definition it is a revolver. By 1830 
double-action-only Pepperboxes 
that used an operating bar (pawl) 
to push up a ratchet were common. 
Colt did not invent the revolver 
but perfected it and changed 
the revolver from a curiosity to 
a fighting handgun that more 
people could afford. Colt’s English 
Patent #6909 secured the rights to 
a revolver using a fixed barrel and 
a pawl linked to the hammer. Just 
as importantly the Colt included 
a means of locking the cylinder 

in place. There was still room 
for improvement. The Adams 
revolver was arguably stronger 
than the Colt with the Adams’ one 
piece forged frame with top strap. 
Finally in 1889 Colt introduced 
the swing out cylinder solid frame 
revolver. Now we have machined, 
steel, cast and sintered parts. The 
coil spring has replaced the leaf 
spring in modern revolvers. 

Many modern revolvers are 
little changed in a hundred years 
or so. Some felt the revolver was 
perfected with the Colt Detective 
Special, the Smith & Wesson 
Combat Magnum and the Ruger 
GP100. But the most modern 
and innovative revolver in the 
world at the moment is the Ruger 

Lightweight Carry Revolver. The 
LCR weighs a light 13.5 ounces. 
The original features a hidden 
hammer for snag free use. There 
is currently a new version with 
exposed hammer and a single-
action option. This configuration 
has some appeal to outdoors folk 
but a dedicated personal defense 
handgun this size should be a 
concealed hammer type. The LCR 
features a fully shrouded hammer 
to dampen recoil and a smooth 
double-action pull. The revolver 
is rated for +P loads. Thankfully 
the LCR fits most J frame holsters 
designed for the Smith & Wesson 
so holstering the piece isn’t a hassle. 
My example has been carried 
in a number of holsters offered 

by pinkpistolholsters.com with 
excellent results. This is a very fast 
rig for those that practice and the 
LCR comes into action quickly. 

The most interesting thing 
about the LCR is that it is a 
polymer frame revolver. The LCR 
is comprised of an upper cylinder/
frame and barrel assembly and 
the lower assembly is the action. 
Then there is the cylinder and 
crane assembly. There is a mix of 
polymer and plastic parts along 
with steel in the right places and 
aluminum as well. Many of the 
parts and pins are hardened steel. 
The barrel is fitted differently 
than any other revolver I have 
examined by use of thread in 
depth so precisely that little or no 
fitting is required in the forcing 
cone during assembly. There are 

fewer moving parts than most 
revolvers. 

The finish is particularly rugged. 
The finish is a hard anodized 
finish coupled with baked on 
powder polymer surface filler. 

The finish, according to Ruger, 
has a hardness of RC (Rockwell 
hardness) 60. While the Ruger is 
designed for toughness, it is also 
designed for compactness. The 
cylinder diameter is smaller than 
any five shot .38 Special I am 
aware of. Instead of locking on the 
ejector rod the revolver locks at 
the rear and the crane. The center 
pin of the ejector rod and the front 
latch insert are titanium. 

There is no sideplate, but that is 
nothing new with Ruger revolvers. 
The hammer and sear and trigger 
are in the lower housing. Unlike 
the larger GP100, the hammer 
is in the lower mechanism. Torx 
head cross screws keep the revolver 
together during the stress of recoil. 

The Ruger compares well in size to small frame revolvers of any type. 

This exceptional holster design 
comes from pinkpistolholsters.
com.

Ruger LCs
Continued on Page 40
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Women&Guns

By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

It’s summer now, but fall will be 
upon us soon enough, and with 
it cooler weather. Shooting in the 
cold—whether you’re a hunter or 
target shooter, or just enjoy going 
to the range—is a different matter 
from shooting when temperatures 
are comfortable enough for you 
to wear shorts and tennis shoes to 
the range. 

Lynn Sherwood is co-owner 
and one of the lead instructors for 
Jackson Hole Shooting Experience 
and High Caliber Women in 
Jackson, WY. Sherwood had a 
long standing fear of guns until 
one day she realized it wasn’t the 
gun she was afraid of, but the 
bad guy behind the gun. That 

epiphany led her to become an 
instructor and strong advocate of 
the shooting sports.

Jackson can have freezing 
weather as late as the middle of 
May, and as early as the middle 
of September. That means a lot 
of cold days of shooting. Learning 
to deal with low temperatures 
when you’re shooting outdoors 
in Jackson isn’t optional; it’s 
mandatory.

When Sherwood has students 
coming in cold weather, she tells 
them to prepare like they’re doing 
anything else in the cold: dress in 
layers.

“Layering is key,” she said. “We 
work on an outdoor range that 
has a shelter overhead, but it still 
can get very cold. We encourage 
students to wear warm, closed-

toed sturdy boots with socks 
appropriate to the weather instead 
of tennis shoes.” 

Sherwood encourages her 
students to wear polypropylene 
thermal underwear during really 
cold weather.

“Using that as an inside layer 
helps wick moisture away and 
keep them warm,” she said.

Rebecca Bieker, managing 
member at She’s A Pistol, LLC 
in Shawnee, KS, encourages her 
students to wear lightly padded 
shooters gloves.

“A lot of our students have 
noticed that when their hands 
are cold, recoil hurts more, 
particularly if they’re shooting 
larger calibers,” she said. “A little 
padding in the gloves helps with 
that.” She said a lot of students 

BUNDLE UP!
Shooting in Cold Weather

keep chemical hand warmers such 
as HotHands® in their pockets 
to help keep their hands warm 
during lessons.

Sherwood also briefs her 
students about other weather 
issues.

“Because of our altitude, we 
need to protect ourselves with 

sunscreen even when it’s cool,” she 
said. 

When students are ready to 
head for the range, Sherwood may 
start more experienced students 
with warm-up drills.

“What we do depends on the 
shooter,” she said. “If it’s a student 
getting a pre-hunt lesson, we will 

have her run from the parking 
area up the hill to the shooting 
area, and get her pack off her 
back. If she can’t get to her sticks, 
we have her place her gun on her 
pack. That helps her with breath 
control as she gets ready to take 
the shot.” During pre-hunt lessons 
students continue to move quite 
a bit during those lessons, which 
helps keep their body temperature 
up.

“Students who are taking skill 
development lessons also move 
around a lot,” Sherwood said, 
“which helps them keep warm. If 
we’re working with self-defense, 
we’re moving to and from targets 
and working with cover and 
concealment, so there’s a lot of 
movement in that.”

The kind of movement 
Sherwood has students engage in 
depends on their skill level.

“I’m not going to have them 

Shooting in cold weather is most common for those out hunting, who have learned to layer clothing and 
master shooting while wearing gloves. (Photo courtesy of Howard Communications.)

Lynn Sherwood, bundled up and still maintaining control of her semi-
auto. (Photo courtesy of Lynn Sherwood.)
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doing more intricate movements if 
their skill level isn’t there so safety 
is lacking; it has to be safety first,” 
she said. “But as they progress, they 
can be moving through targets 
and cover and concealment. That 
constant movement helps them 
stay warm.”

Bieker sometimes has students 
do a little exercise on the range.

“We have them jog in place or 
run around the parking lot,” she 
said. “Sometimes students who 
don’t want to run will do jumping 

jacks. We’re fond of anything that 
gets the heart rate up, because 
when you’re in an emergency 
situation your heart rate will be 
up and your adrenalin will be 
pumping. Another thing we really 
like is competition. When you get 
their competitive nature going and 
they really get into shooting, they 
kind of forget about the cold.”

A good bit of what they do 
at the Jackson Hole Shooting 
Experience and High Caliber 
Women, Sherwood said, is what 

they call a “luxury entertainment 
shooting experience.” She said this 
kind of a lesson is an exposure to 
16 to 24 different guns during a 
3-hour period.

“These students usually aren’t 
moving as much, so we have a 
warming room attached to our 
shooting area where we can go in 
and have hot cocoa,” she said. “We 
go in there and load magazines 
and warm up. If the temperature 
is under about 15 degrees, then 
we typically look to reschedule. 
The shooters who come for that 
luxury entertainment experience 
usually are travelers, and a lot of 
them haven’t shot before, so we 
feel like the cold can become a 
safety hazard if it slows down 
their thinking and their trigger 
fingers. We want the experience 
to be comfortable and enjoyable 
for them, because if it’s not fun 
they won’t want to come back and 
explore the world of the shooting 
sports.”

Sherwood said their regular 
students generally don’t reschedule 
because of the cold unless 
conditions are really extreme.

“They’re doing serious skill 
development and they’re looking 
to protect their families,” she 
said. “If they’re living in Jackson 
Hole or the surrounding area, 
they need to be able to train in 
those conditions to know what it 
feels like. It’s kind of like stress 
inoculation, only it’s weather 
inoculation. They need to know 
the feeling in their fingers so 
they can find the trigger and 
know how hard to pull. We 
think it’s important to do year 
‘round training for defensive 
shooters, because it’s a serious 
skill builder.”
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Lynn Sherwood, defensive shooting of a tactical carbine in cold 
weather. (Photo courtesy of Lynn Sherwood.)
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

I am interested in exploring 
every avenue in personal defense 
to give the honest homeowner and 
citizen an advantage. Sometimes 
the most powerful firearm with 
the longest range, the greatest 
accuracy and the biggest price isn’t 
the best choice for every shooter. 
When a shooter is purchasing a 
high tech firearm and they are not 
a high tech shooter, the firearm 
isn’t very formidable. 

While the handgun is the firearm 
we have with us at all times, it is 
simply the weapon of opportunity. 
For home defense, area defense and 
for certain excursions, the carbine 
makes sense. Sometimes a pistol 
caliber carbine is a good choice. 
The .223 rifle is a great rifle, but 
the blast, expense and range of the 
.223 may not be ideal for home 
defense. The reality is that among 
the most useful and effective of 
all home defense handguns is 
the pistol caliber carbine. A good 

pistol caliber carbine is much easier 
to learn to use well than the full 
power rifle; it is less expensive, has 
less muzzle blast and, it is easier to 
handle. While the pistol caliber 
carbine may not be as powerful as 
a .223 rifle, power is relative. The 
pistol caliber carbine hits much 
harder than a handgun based 
on two factors. The longer barrel 
burns powder more completely, 
resulting in higher velocity, and the 
carbine is much easier to use well 
enough to deliver accurate fire. 

There are two classes of pistol 
caliber carbines. The first are 
converted submachineguns. 
There are SMGs fitted with a 
legal length 16-inch barrel and 
converted to semi-auto-only mode 
of fire. I find these the least useful 
for home defense. They are heavy, 
often inaccurate compared to 
more modern designs, (The HK is 
an exception) and expensive. 

The second type is the pistol 
caliber carbine on the AR 15 
platform. The most useful are the 
purpose-designed pistol caliber 

carbines. They have no fully 
automatic counterpart and they 
are blowback operated. They 
sometimes resemble the AR 15. 
The 9mm is by far more popular 
than the .40 or .45, based upon 
ammunition availability and high 
capacity magazines. With most 
engagements inside the home at 
close range and outdoor events 
that are at best 25 yards, the 
pistol caliber carbine has little real 
disadvantage compared to a rifle. 
The carbine is easy to manage 
and even less experienced shooters 
will get good hits quickly with 
practice. 

The carbine has three points 
of contact—the cheek weld, the 
shoulder and the supporting 
hand. It is much more stable than 
any handgun. The sight radius is 
much longer. Muzzle signature 
and muzzle blast is less than a 
handgun firing the same cartridge. 
You can usually fire the pistol 
caliber carbine at firing ranges 
that prohibit the .223 rifle. The 
carbine is so much easier to use 

well that it should be considered 
as a prime home defense piece over 
any handgun. A mediocre carbine 
shot is far more accurate than a 
fair handgun shooter! There are 
carbines to fit every budget. The 

Kel Tec carbines are the lightest 
of the breed, usually reliable, and 
accurate enough for home defense. 
They will put every bullet in the 
same hole at ten yards. They lack 
a slide lock to hold the bolt open 

on the last shot and the under-
the-stock cocking lever takes 
some getting used to, but they are 
quite a weapon at close quarters. 
They accept the Glock 33 round 
magazine in 9mm. There is also 
a .40 caliber version. The 9mm 

hits pretty hard from a 16-inch 
barre,l so overall the 9mm is the 
best choice—but it depends upon 
the handgun. Commonality of 
caliber and magazines is not a bad 
idea, but if you own a revolver, the 

9mm carbine is still a good idea 
for home defense. Like the home 
defense shotgun, keep the carbine 
chamber empty and rack the bolt 
if trouble is imminent. 

The useful advantages are many. 

The shotgun frightens some 
shooters and, truth be told, many 
police recruits. While the shotgun 
is a great problem solver at close to 
medium range ,the pistol caliber 
carbine is more versatile. The 
carbine may take on predators 

Pistol Caliber Carbines
for Home Defense 

and pests to 100 hundred yards 
or so. But the primary reason for 
owning the pistol caliber carbine 
is personal defense. 

Let’s consider some of the 
ballistic advantages of the pistol 
caliber carbine. In 9mm Luger 
caliber the 9mm is supercharged 
from a 9mm to a .357 Magnum, 
ballistics-wise. The 16-inch barrel 
gives the cartridge a serious increase 
in velocity. At the same time the 
carbine is much more accurate 
and controllable. In the .40 caliber 
Smith & Wesson, the .40 is jolted 
into 10mm category and the useful 
level of power is dead on the .44-
40 WCF level—a good place to be. 
With the .40 caliber carbine and 
the right loads the pistol caliber 
carbine moves into the deer and 
hog taking category at moderate 

range. Sure, there are better tools 
but the .40 will serve. 

There is a caution in load 
selection for carbines. A load 
designed to fragment or expand 
quickly from a pistol barrel may 
expand too quickly from a carbine 
length barrel. A 100–300 fps 
supercharge does funny things to 
a bullet. A bullet that is designed 

The Thureon .45 caliber carbine is remarkably accurate from a solid rest. 

The Thureon .45 carbine hits hard and has proven reliable. The 9mm 
version is also a good carbine. 

The Kel Tec carbine is a neat little carbine with much to recommend. 

The Beretta Storm is perhaps the smoothest of the pistol caliber 
carbines, with much to recommend. As far as ergonomics go, if an 
improvement on the AR 15 is possible, this is it.

AR 15-type handling makes for a 
popular idiom in carbines. 
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A solid choice in a pistol caliber 
carbine is the Beretta Storm. After 
firing the Storm extensively, the 
ergonomics and solid handling 
are impressive. The sights are 
excellent examples of combat 
sights, offering real precision. 
The safety is well located. The 
Storm uses Beretta 96 .40 caliber 
pistol magazines. They are readily 
available. The Storm features a 
bolt lock, a feature that I like very 
much. The Storm offers good 
accuracy and excellent reliability. 
The Storm has been adopted for 
several police agencies. While the 
full power .223 carbine might 
seem a better choice, the carbine 
in hand in a dark alley is far 
better than a handgun and less 
intimidating to the user than a 

to provide a balance of penetration 
and expansion is the only viable 
choice for use in the carbine. 
In 9mm Luger caliber among 
the best choices is the Black 
Hills 124-grain JHP. There are 
several reasons I recommend this 
loading. Quality of manufacture 
is one. A good clean powder burn 
is another. Second, while the 
115-grain loads are often good 
performers in handguns, I like 
the heavier bullet in carbines. 
The bullet will expand well but 
the 124-grain is not as likely to 
under-penetrate. Also, since these 
carbines are blowback actions 
function seems more positive with 
the 124-grain loading. A solid 
choice for much the same reasons 
in the .40 caliber carbine is the 
Black Hills 180-grain JHP. This 
load offers excellent accuracy and 
penetration and expansion cannot 
be faulted. I would not fault the 
Black Hills 155-grain JHP either, 
but simply prefer the 180-grain 
load in this caliber. These loads 
give the carbines good predicted 
performance. There are other 
loadings that also give good 

results, I simply have the most 
experience with these and the 
experience is good. 

shotgun. The Storm is well made 
of good material with a space-
age look and feel that many will 
appreciate. Frankly the excellent 
handling qualities of the Storm 
are what sold me on the carbine 
doctrine. 

It is nice to have a Glock 17 
9mm and a Kel Tec 9mm that 

use the same magazines. This isn’t 
a tactical necessity; after all, our 
soldiers field the 9mm handgun 
and .223 rifle. It is however a 
convenience. Having only one 
type of ammunition to stock up 
on is good utility. 

Likewise, if you own an HK 
.40—or .45—the Beretta Storm 
carbine is still appealing. If you 
wish to plan ahead and both 
spouses deploy the same handgun 
and keep a pistol caliber carbine 
at home ready there are far worse 
choices you could make. The 
pistol caliber carbine is also a 
good recreational firearm. I have 
enjoyed firing and using mine. 

Accounting for drop with the 
pistol caliber carbine at longer 
ranges isn’t always easy and 
builds marksmanship. Learning 
the trigger press and cadence of 
fire is demanded of any personal 
defense firearm but the pistol 
caliber carbine is easier than most. 
When all is said and done, the 

pistol caliber 
carbine is 
a practical 
and tactical 
firearm that 
may be the 
best fit for 
your personal 
scenario. 

I have tested 
the 9mm 
Thureon carbine with excellent 
results. The Thureon is lighter than 
an AR 15 rifle and also thinner as 
it should be. The 9mm Thureon 
is a first rate 9mm carbine. The 
Thureon uses pistol magazines. In 
some designs this dictates using a 

The relatively thin fore end of the Thureon handles well. 

Unlike some of the rifle calibers the pistol caliber carbine is a joy to 
use and fire. 

magazine release on the left side 
of the receiver. Many of us prefer 
the commonality of action and 
muscle memory with the AR 15 
and would like to have magazine 
release on the right side in AR 15 
fashion. Thureon has managed to 
design a right-hand release that 
works with Glock magazines. I 
have recently tested a Thureon in 
.45 ACP caliber. This is among 
the single most accurate pistol 
caliber carbines I have ever tested. 
At 25 yards average 230-grain ball 
loads would group five shots into 
just under two inches. Better loads 
such as the Black Hills 230-grain 
JHP will break just under an inch 
at 25 yards. This was accomplished 
with the use of a red dot sight. 
At a long 100 yards I was able to 
strike pine cones and dirt clods at 
the base of the 20-ft berm at the 
100-yard range. I was thoroughly 
impressed. The .45 ACP cartridge 
becomes a different proposition, 
ballistics-wise, when fired from a 
16-inch barrel. Overall I like the 
Thureon and find it among the 
best of the modern class of pistol 

caliber carbines. The Beretta 
Storm is a model of ergonomics, 
not on the AR 15 platform, and a 
great shooter as well. 
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This is the warm-up group for the Thureon at 25 yards—it gets better. 

The faster the bullet goes the greater the expansion as a rule. A good 
quality bullet such as the Hornady XTP stays together. 

The Kel Tec folds into a 
convenient-to-store package.
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LegallySpeaking

Values
By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

The government of the United 
States, and the states that make up 
the union, is based upon the premise 
that the power of government is 
drawn from the consent of the 
people to be governed. In theory, 
our Constitution is a contract 
among the people to form a 
government. After being drafted, 
the Constitution was sent out to 
the states for ratification. It was 
hotly debated in each state and 
voted for in popularly elected 
conventions. In some areas, it was 
sent to town meetings to be voted 
on. The generation that adopted 
the Constitution was very serious 
about the belief that the power 
of a government belongs to the 
people, not the government. 

Almost 100 years later, Abraham 

Lincoln described the United 
States as having a government of 
the people, by the people and for 
the people. Although many of us 
had to memorize those words from 
the Gettysburg Address in school, 
we need to give somber reflection 
to what they actually mean.

The thought that the people 
could create a working government 
was very radical at the time of 
our Revolution. Europeans were 
convinced the United States 
would fail because the “tyranny 
of the majority” would cause us 
to rip ourselves apart. There were 
times when, as we struggled to 
form our “more perfect union,” 
the European predictions of our 
demise seemed to be coming true. 

History shows that, although 
there have been many revolutions, 
few have produced a stable, 
popularly elected government 
such as was established in the 
United States. Our success 
at self-governance, however, 
encouraged the progression 
towards democratically elected 
governments throughout the 
world. Just how difficult a process 
that can be is demonstrated by the 
current political tensions in the 
Middle East. 

Machiavelli, the Italian political 
philosopher, thought that a 
democratically elected republic was 
the best form of government. He 
cautioned, however, that republics 
could not long exist if the people 
were corrupt. Corruption has 
been a big problem in the Middle 
East. It is a growing problem 
in the United States. More and 

more our political leaders seem 
focused on establishing their own 
“legacy” or power rather than on 
working together to insure good 
government. Self-government 
needs to rest upon a value system 
that respects the institutions of 
self-government. 

All societies need shared values to 
exist. In many countries, nationality 
is a function of a shared ethnicity. 
You are French or German or 
Russian by birth. When colonial 
rule ended in some areas of Africa, 
people of European descent, even 
if their families had been in county 
for 300 years, were looked upon as 
foreigners who should be forced to 
leave. “Identity” may also be based 
on “tribe” or religion. Political 
structures lacking shared values 
tend to disintegrate. Many of the 
“countries” patched together at the 
end of World War I from peoples 
of different cultures, have broken 
up into smaller, ethnically “purer” 
countries because they lacked a 
common feeling of identity. The 
most volatile places in the world 
are often areas where people from 
different cultures bump into each 
other.

The United States, which 
consists of people from many 
ethnicities, regions of the world, 
and religions, is an exception to 
the rules that seem to apply in 
many other places. Although we 
have had ethnic strife, it is mild 
in comparison to other areas of 
the world. Down deep, most 
Americans do share cultural 
values. Those values are set out in 
the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution. It is very 
important that new citizens, both 
those who are fresh from other 
parts of the world and those who 

are born here from well established 
families, be taught our unique 
culture. Of late, we have not been 
very good about teaching our own 
people about our own culture.

The old world habits, language 
and prejudices which prevent 
people from entering into the 
mainstream of American life, 
need to be left behind. It is fine 
to celebrate your heritage as long 
as it is celebrated as part of your 
past, not your future. Indeed, 
our ability to adopt the best of 
other cultures, to make them 
part of our own, has added to 
our strength. On the other hand, 
using those differences to separate 
our population into old divisions, 
causes a lot of mischief.  

Regardless of your religion, or 
lack thereof, the United States 
is based upon Jewish/Christian 
teachings and values. To attempt 
to remove or ignore those values, 
is cultural suicide. Our system of 
government is based on a belief 
in “natural law.” This was best 
expressed in the Declaration of 
Independence which noted that 
the “Creator” [God] gave all 
people certain rights. Because 
the rights came from God, no 
mere king or dictator or human 
government had the authority to 
deny those rights. 

The theory of “natural law” 
stands in contrast to the rule that 
“might makes right.” For much 
of history, the word of the king 
or tribal chieftain, was law. They 
were said to rule by divine right 
or, in ancient times, often claimed 
to be related to the “gods.” They 
could do no wrong. Your moral 
obligation was to obey. 

Under the natural law theory, 
government might have the raw 
power to interfere with the rights 

of the people, but it did not have 
the justifiable authority to do 
so. All government officials, no 
matter what their position, must 
obey the law. They can, and 
should, be held accountable if 
they do not. We do not accept the 
concept that the most powerful 
person can do whatever he or she 
wants. We swear allegiance to the 
Constitution, to the county as a 
whole, or to the flag as the symbol 
of our country. We do not swear 
allegiance to any politician or 
political party.

An important part of America’s 
cultural values is the acceptance 
of other people, even when they 
are different from us. That is, we 
believe, as part of all mankind’s 
God-given rights, the right of 
freedom of conscience and the 
right to seek one’s own happiness so 
long as it does not infringe on their 
neighbors rights to do the same. 
We limit the power of government 
to interfere with those rights 
we consider fundamental. New 
people entering the community 
must be willing to accept the 
dominant value system or at least 
conduct themselves so that they 
do not offend the dominant value 
system. Tolerance of other peoples’ 
values is not the same as being 
forced to accept other peoples’ 
values or being forced to give up 
your own values. Tolerance of a 
belief does not require that society 
permit individuals to commit 
acts that disrupt the community. 
Tolerance is a two-way street that 
requires everyone to be sensitive 
to other people’s beliefs. That is, 
those with minority beliefs should 
be respectful of the majority 
beliefs just as the majority should 
be respectful of the minority. It 
boils down to the “Golden Rule” 

advocated by Jesus: treat others as 
you would have others treat you. 
It is that simple.

Today, too many people fail 
to understand the values upon 
which this nation was founded. 
Some think that “liberty” means 
license when it actually means self 
control. Self government implies 
that the people will accept the 
responsibility to care for their 
own lives, their own families, and 
their own communities. It means 
we have the obligation to serve on 
juries, to pay our taxes, to vote 
responsibly, to help enforce the 
law, to not waste public resources, 
and to defend the community 
when called upon. 

It is fashionable in some circles 
to debunk American values and 
culture, to portray those values 
as evil, militaristic, self centered, 
or uncultured. There are some 
who seem to blame America for 
every problem in the world while 
turning a blind eye to the fact 
that many of the world’s problems 
existed long before the United 
States was a world power.

It is enough to observe that our 
values led us to abolish slavery 
149 years ago. It cost the lives of 
620,000 servicemen—51,000 
died in July 1863 at the Battle 
of Gettysburg alone. It was 
Gettysburg that prompted 
Lincoln’s famous address to honor 
those who “gave the last full 
measure of devotion.”

Slavery still exists in the world. 
Those who criticize American 
values should do more to stop 
slavery in other parts of the 
world. Those who pillory America 
because it at one time allowed 
slavery, need to understand 
America paid in blood to set that 
mistake right. Their attention 
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should be focused on those who 
still practice that evil.

It took 120 years, but our values 
led to our expanding the rights 
of women. Women can own 
property, sue in their own name, 
divorce, vote, run for office and 
participate fully in all of society’s 
various endeavors. Women are 
not chattel to be bought, sold or 
abused by men. That is not so in 
some countries of the world nor is 
it so under some of the cultures 
from which our current emigrants 
are coming. We should not accept 
criticism from those who look 
upon women with less respect than 
they look upon farm animals; nor, 
in the name of diversity, should 
we tolerate actions in our country 
that attempt to put into practice 
evils that we long ago ended.

Our nation was founded on 
the values of hard work, honesty, 
thrift, community, self-reliance, 
self-governance, respect for the 
law, helping one’s neighbors, public 
service, responsibility, fair play, the 
dignity of all peoples, respect for 
the rights of others, tolerance and 
a belief in a supreme being. 

We should not be ashamed 
of our values. We need only be 
ashamed when we turn our back 
on them for the convenience of 
the moment or when we allow our 
politicians to ignore them. Those 
values, as difficult as they may 
seem at times, as archaic as some 
people might think they are in a 
“modern” world, have taken us far 
down the road towards the respect 
of human rights and dignity of all 
peoples. We need to encourage 
those values. 

As we celebrate our county’s 
birth this July, be proud of your 
nation’s values. 
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everywhere I go in the District of 
Columbia, but I may carry a gun 
late at night when I walk my dog or 
any other time I feel it’s necessary 
for personal protection.”

While Lyon and his fellow 
plaintiffs in Palmer say they have 
the right to bear arms, DC says 
it can outlaw gun carry because it 
is unique as the seat of the federal 
government.

The District’s political leaders 
and government attorneys argue 
that allowing people to legally 
have guns puts at risk the life of the 
President, members of Congress 
and Supreme Court justices—
even though all those people have 
armed security. They also say that 
the carry ban prevents crime and 
increases public safety.

Whether you are for or against 
gun control laws, there is no 
controversy that Americans have 
the right to due process in the 
courts, Miller concluded.
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Palmer Case
Continued from Page 6

The Shall-Issue movement is 
spreading throughout the US 
territories now that the long-
holdout in Illinois has been ended 
by federal court action and federal 
courts have taken a bite out of 
“good cause” requirements in states 
with discretionary licensing laws.

The Guam Senate has passed a 
bill by a 13-2 vote that could soon 
make the US territory the latest 
part of the country to move away 
from may issue guidelines for 
concealed carry permits, according 
to a report on Guns.com.

The legislation in Guam, 
“where the US day begins,” 
would require local police to grant 
qualified candidates who apply 
for a permit to carry a firearm for 
self-defense. Currently the Guam 
Police Department only issues 
permits at the discretion of the 
chief and commonly denies most, 
with fewer than 50 issued per year 
across the territory.

“This allows those who wish to 
have protection and who are willing 
to sacrifice for a concealed license to 
be able to get one,” said Sen. Tony 
Ada (R), the bill’s sponsor.

The measure, SB-296-32, will 
remove the restrictive “extreme 
cause” language from the territory’s 
laws that currently restrict 
permits from otherwise deserving 
applicants who cannot show that 
their life is in immediate danger. 
The bill will require the chief of 
the Guam Police Department 
to issue permits to any resident 
applicant who is over 21, can 
satisfy a background check, and 
desires a legal means of carrying a 
firearm for self-defense.

The measure is now on the 
governor’s desk. He has 10 days to 
sign it or veto; if no action is taken 
it passes into law automatically.

The legislation had the extensive 
support of the Guam Sports 
Shooting Federation and the 
Guam Gun Owners Association 
(GGOA), whose leader spoke 
with Guns.com recently.

During the debate on SB 296, 
the bill’s sponsor argued that 
recent federal court decisions, such 
as the Peruta case in California 
and the follow-on Richards and 
Baker decisions, would soon make 
Guam’s may-issue law obsolete.
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Shall Issue Legislation Passes
In Guam, Peruta Case Cited

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Gun registration and training 
requirements, and a limit on 
monthly handgun purchases, 
do not violate the Second 
Amendment, according to a 
District of Columbia federal 
judge, who dismissed a case 
challenging the District’s tough 
gun control laws.

US District Court Judge James E. 
Boasberg, an Obama appointee to the 
bench in 2010 who was confirmed 
in 2011, noted in his ruling that, 
“The people of this city, acting 
through their elected representatives, 
have sought to combat gun violence 
and promote public safety. The 
Court finds that they have done 
so in a constitutionally permissible 
manner.”

The lawsuit, commonly known 
as “Heller II” was brought 
by Dick Anthony Heller and 
other plaintiffs. Heller was the 
plaintiff in the 2008 lawsuit that 
overturned the District’s gun ban 
and established that the Second 
Amendment protects and affirms 
an individual civil right to keep 
and bear arms.

But it was other testimony that 
swayed the judge, including that 
delivered by Metropolitan Police 
Chief Cathy Lanier, according to 
the Washington Times. 

Boasberg said in his ruling 
that “even under the current 
limitation, District residents 
can still accumulate up to 12 
newpistols each year. That is more 
than enough.”

The District’s anti-gun policies 

Judge Says Registration, 
Training Laws Don’t Violate 2A

have rankled gun rights advocates 
for decades, and especially in the 
six years since the 2008 Heller 
ruling. About 2½ years ago, the 
District Court upheld the city’s 
ban on so-called assault rifles and 
several months later, in 2012, 
the city amended its registration 
requirements, removing the 
mandate that gun owners submit to 
background checks every six years. 
That didn’t satisfy the plaintiffs in 
Heller II, who still wanted a rollback 
on gunowner requirements.

Boasberg’s ruling leaves in place 
the city’s requirement that gun 
registrations be renewed every 
three years. The Washington Times 
estimates there were some 30,000 
legal guns registered in the city 
prior to 2011. 

It is not known what 
implications this ruling may have 
nationally, but it has set off alarms 
with some gun rights activists.

In his ruling, the judge 
contended that the District had 
“attempted to lighten the burden 
of the safety course, reducing 
it from five hours to only one.” 
However, gun activists still 
consider the district’s regulations 
to be Draconian.

However, Judge Boasberg 
considers the District’s registration 
requirements to be “substantially 
related to the District’s interests in 
police protection and public safety 
and narrowly tailored to achieving 
those interests.”

Terms such as “narrowly 
tailored” appear to be quite 
subjective.
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GA Governor Signs
Expanded Carry Law 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal has 
signed legislation expanding where 
law-abiding citizens can carry 
firearms in the state, including 
some government buildings, 
schools and churches.

Under the improved carry law, 
which took effect July 1, armed 
citizens can carry into bars 
without restrictions. Also, school 
districts could allow employees to 
carry “under certain conditions,” 
and people might also carry in 
places of worship, so long as the 
church allows.

The bill-signing ceremony 
came on the eve of the 143rd 
annual National Rifle Association 
convention in Indianapolis. It also 
came just one week after anti-gun 
billionaire former Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg’s rocky launch of his 
$50 million so-called “grassroots” 
gun control effort, “Everytown for 
Gun Safety.”

According to published reports 
from the Washington Times and 
Associated Press, “a few hundred” 
gun rights supporters were present 
for Gov. Deal’s bill signing 
ceremony. Anti-gunners from the 
Georgia Gun Sense Coalition held 
an event in downtown Atlanta to 
honor “gun victims.” 

While the local press has dubbed 
this the “Guns Everywhere” law, 
that is not entirely accurate, but 
it has allowed anti-gunners to 
create that impression. A look 
around the country reveals that, 
with millions of citizens licensed 
to carry into places in their states 
that Georgia’s expanded law will 
now allow, there are rarely any 
problems. Most of the time, if 
firearms are concealed properly, 
nobody is any the wiser.
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of one set of people. Rather than 
allowing adults to make diverse 
decisions, a particular type 
of person chooses to regulate 
behavior. They are not content to 
live their own lives, but want to 
run others’ lives as well. 

Human nature has been the 
same for eons. Some people will 
be more responsible than others. 
Some people will be careless. A few 
people are evil. The vast majority 
of people are decent. They can be 
relied upon to do the right thing. 

In Maine every citizen has 
the right to keep and bear arms, 

and this right shall never be 
questioned. But, it is questioned 
constantly. The questions arise 
out of fear. 

Fear is paralyzing. It does 
not allow us to move forward. 
Following the dictates of fear leads 
not to safety, but to a diminishment 
of personal freedom. 

We must always be cautious 
and diligent, but we should not 
be afraid. We have nothing to fear 
from allowing every citizen to be 
free to make his own choices. We 
have nothing to fear but fear.
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

We almost got Constitutional 
Carry in Maine. The governor, 
who proudly displayed his permit 
to carry concealed, was ready to 
sign the legislation. We expected a 
close vote, but we could have just 
made it. 

Our state constitution is 
straightforward. Article I. Section 
16 states: “Every citizen has a right 
to keep and bear arms and this 
right shall never be questioned.”

“Every” seems clear. If you are a 
citizen of Maine, you have a right 
to keep and bear arms. Period. 
There is nothing to imply any 
kind of discriminatory method 
of culling some citizens from the 
herd of those eligible to keep and 
bear arms. Of course, over time 
methods of culling have been 
added, although, happily, the 
constitution has not been altered. 
That which has been denied can 
be restored.

We are allowed to carry firearms 
openly, although in some of our 
highly liberal areas this policy 
is constantly under attack. 

Concealed carry is different. 
The opposition to concealed 

carry is very difficult for a logical 
person to understand. We are able 
to control the actions only of law-
abiding people. Criminals do not 
hesitate to conceal their weapons. 
Much of the hostility comes from 
decades of propaganda vilifying 
both the objects and their owners. 

For years I believed that the 
antidote to the propaganda was 
information. Teach someone 
to shoot and they lose a lot of 
the apprehension. However, 
knowledge is not enough.

Owning and using a firearm, 
whether or not concealed, should 
give one pause. Along with 
freedom comes responsibility, and 
a tool capable of instant irrevocable 
harm to both people and property 
is a tremendous responsibility. To 
quote Bob Makowski once again, 
“There are no accidents. There is 
ignorance and there is negligence.” 

There are Safety Rules for 
handling firearms. “Always point 
your gun in a safe direction. 
Know your target and what is 
beyond. Keep your gun unloaded 
until you are ready to shoot.” 

How do you keep everyone safe? 
If you have a gun for protection, it 
must be loaded, whether it is on 
your person or on your bedside 
table. An unloaded gun is useful as 
a club with which to hit someone, 
or a projectile to throw. How do 
you position your gun so that it is 
always pointed in a safe direction? 

Whether considering home 
protection or carrying concealed, 
these are difficult questions. 
Personally, I continue to struggle 
with them. They take constant 
reassessment. It literally put a 
lump in my throat the first time 
I really thought things through. It 
is a monumental responsibility.

Just before the vote on 
Constitutional Carry, the state 
Republican Party hosted an NRA 
Basic Pistol Course that satisfies 
the current state requirement 
for a permit to carry a firearm 
concealed. Many legislators took 
the course. The concept was to 
familiarize them with gun usage 
and ownership. At least one 
graduate of the course, very proud 
of her brand new permit to carry 
a concealed firearm, decided that 
the responsibility was too great for 
“every” citizen to accept without 
state enforcement.

That was exactly her reason for 
voting against the bill. Newly 
aware of the truly awe-inspiring 
challenges of carrying a concealed 
firearm, she decided she could not 
remove any of the barriers that 
might prevent others from doing 
so. She wanted to ensure that 
everyone would be required to 
take the training she had taken, 
perhaps even more. She did not 
trust “every” citizen to be as 
conscientious as she. There was 
too much risk of irresponsibility. 
It is this mistrust of others that 
denies true freedom. 

My first reaction to the 
disappointing vote was betrayal. 
The woman in question was 
someone I had supported and 
one I had considered to be on my 
side on this bill. It did not help 
that one of her colleagues told 
me that I should not blame her, 
specifically, although hers was the 
deciding vote. “It was not going 
to pass,” Wayne said. “If she had 
voted ‘Yes’ someone else would 
have changed their vote.” Some 
elected folks seem oblivious to the 
abhorrence normal people feel at 
that kind of duplicitous behavior. 
It did not calm me as he intended 
it to do. It just made me wonder 
who had voted for Constitutional 
Carry but was just as willing to 
vote against it. Who were the 
liars? Who are the untrustworthy 
members of the House and Senate 
who are pretending to support 
the Second Amendment but are 
obviously only attempting to 
appear to be its protectors?

Over the past few years, we 
have made strides here in Maine. 
We passed the law to keep CCW 
identities private. We changed 
from “may” to “shall” for 
permits. Although we stumbled 
on Constitutional carry, and we 
are a far sight from “…never be 
questioned,” we are moving in the 
correct direction.

Still, there was something about 
that vote that has gnawed away at 
me. I think I now understand the 
fundamental problem. It is neither 
a lack of knowledge nor a surfeit 
of false knowledge that makes 
people want to impose rules and 
barriers to others. At heart it is a 
lack of faith in our fellow human 
beings.

Laws are made to force others 
into compliance with the decisions 

Nothing to Fear but Fear 

why they had the pot grow on 
Harvey’s property. 

Clearly, the long-anticipated 
collision between state and federal 
laws is happening with the Harvey 
case.

This case also raises the specter 
of trouble ahead for pot shops in 
Colorado and Washington that 
hire armed security to prevent 
robberies. Pot shops will have to 
be “gun-free zones.” 

The Spokesman Review also 
noted, “That raises the prospect 
that if federal drug officials decide 
to arrest recreational marijuana 
growers, they also won’t be able 
to claim they were following state 
laws as a defense. And federal 
officials won’t need aerial searches, 
like the one that turned up the 
Kettle Falls 5 garden, to find 
recreational marijuana grows. The 
locations will be listed on public 
documents filed with the state 
Liquor Control Board.”

The Spokesman-Review story 
contained other details not 

revealed by the Seattle Times. 
The story quoted Dr. Greg 
Carter, medical director of St. 
Luke’s Rehabilitation Institute 
in Spokane. He is researching 
medical marijuana use under a 
grant from the state Attorney 
General’s office. But he can’t 
testify on that, according to federal 
District Judge Fred Van Sickle, 
and neither can the defendants. 
The judge’s reasoning: It “would 
be plainly improper … unfairly 
prejudicial to the United States 
and confusing to jurors,” the 
newspaper said.

The Seattle Times noted that 
Harvey’s trek to Capitol Hill 
recently was part of an effort to 
convince Congress that marijuana 
should be legalized for people who 
smoke or ingest it for medical 
reasons. The story estimated 
more than 1 million Americans 
currently use medical marijuana.

If Harvey is convicted, he could 
spend at least ten years in prison. 
As a convicted felon, he would 
lose his right to own or possess 
firearms.
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Marijuana
Continued from Page 7
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Review by
Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, SAF

Black Man with a Gun Reloaded, 
by Rev. Kenneth Blanchard. 
©2013. Published by White 
Feather Press, 3170 52nd St., Dept. 
TGM, Hamilton, MI 49419; 
phone: 269-838-5586; online: 
whitefeatherpress.com. 172 pages, 
soft cover. Price $16.95. Available 
from Amazon.com, in book and 
Kindle formats.

You may know Kenn Blanchard. 
He’s been a prominent voice 
in the pro-gun community for 
many years, a participant in many 
forums, and a speaker at national 
and state gun gatherings. He 
established the 10th Regiment 
Rifle & Pistol Clubs, and he 
Podcasts weekly with his “Black 
Man with a Gun” program. He 
is also a Marine Corps veteran, a 
former federal security officer and 
a federal firearms trainer.

Several years ago he wrote an 
earlier book titled Black Man with 
a Gun, which was rich in the gun-
related history of people of color. 
It was revealing, and explained 
convincingly why many women 
of color have resisted private gun 
ownership: fear of the man.

But this is a different book: his 
personal Odyssey involving guns, 
his family, his politicking, and his 
acceptance by gun organizations, 
his legislative lobbying. Loaded 

with personal experiences and 
detail, the book covers a lot of 
ground over much of his adult life. 
Included is his own case study of 
how his pro-gun direction affected 
his married life, his children, his 
friends, and his government job.

It begins with his grandmother’s 

approach to guns, which was 
different from other black 
grandmothers. These matriarchs 
are an important element in the 
historical and political record 
involving American blacks and 
their struggle for inclusion in a 
broader, multi-racial society.

Blanchard’s story begins with his 
starting out in the gun community 
just as any other gunowner. He 

highlights the role of gun owning 
blacks in defending the Civil 
Rights activists of the 1950s, 60s 
and 70s from the Klu Klux Klan 
and hostile white police forces. He 
explains how he came face to face 
with officials of the National Rifle 
Association when he wasn’t sure 
they would welcome him at their 
board meeting, and how his federal 
employers treated him (not well) 
because of his pro-gun positions 
and public activities. What he said 
and wrote was monitored and his 
promotion ladder was shortened.

But, despite his problems, 
he persevered. He became an 
ordained minister. He found 
ways to reconcile his continuing 
pro-gun personal program with 
a changing society and political 
climate. He continues his effort to 
teach others about guns, not just 
in the minority communities, but 
in a wider general public.

His advise on parents teaching 
their children the fundamentals 
of firearms safety and respect for 
guns—whether or not they have 
guns in their own homes—is one 
of the most important chapters in 
this book because such education 
will save young lives, even in 
desperate crime-ridden cities like 
Chicago.

In addition to the fundamental 
concept that free men and 
women own guns while slaves 
do not, he also deals with the 
guns of recreation, and provides 
a brief description of many of the 
shooting sports, from simple back-
lot plinking to one I had never 
heard about: the keneyathlon, a 

form of “freestyle riflry.”
Blanchard’s examination of 

the history of gun control laws 
in the US, begun as a tool for 
suppressing first slaves going back 
400 years, then freedmen after the 
Civil War, and the modern Civil 
Rights movement, to current big 
city ghettos, should be essential 
reading for all Americans, 
especially many urban politicians 
and journalists.

Another key chapter of Black 
Man with a Gun Reloaded is in 
the form of a series of Epistles in 
which Pastor Blanchard advises 
African-American Women, his 
“Brothers,” his “Gay friends” to 
get educated about guns and arm 
themselves for personal defense.

This is a book you should 
read and then pass on to friends, 
relatives and co-workers, 
especially those who are against 
guns, afraid of guns, or unsure 
about individual gun rights.
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Reloaded is a Black Man’s Journey
With A Message for All Americans

Extensive Research Shines
In Gun Control in the Third Reich
Review by
Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

Gun Control in the Third Reich, 
Disarming the Jews and “Enemies 
of the State,” by Stephen P. 
Halbrook. ©2013. Published by 
The Independent Institute, 100 
Swan Way, Dept. WG, Oakland, 
CA 94621; independent.org. 
Paperback, 246 page, $22.95.

While we have ample historical 
evidence that unchecked evil 
leads to genocide in the late 20th 
and early 21st centuries, many 

Weimer Republic years in 1920s 
Germany, when gun registration 
was first adopted in the country 
in response to political and social 
unrest.

By the time the Nazi Party 
gained power in 1933, the 
records—sold to the public as 
a benign measure—were used 
to first identify gunowners, 
particularly Jews and then to 
begin confiscation. At the same 
time, Jews were denied full 
citizenship.

The records were used to seize 
any guns that were not voluntarily 
turned in, and by November, the 
Jewish population of Germany 
was unarmed, when the infamous 
Kristallnacht took place, in which 
Jewish homes and businesses were 
ransacked and burned, synagogues 
torched and Jews were rounded 
up and arrested.

The penalty for a Jew in 
possession of a firearm was 20 
years in a concentration camp.

Halbrook uncovers new 
documents from German archives 
detailing the political blueprint, 
but also diaries and newspaper 
accounts which lend a human face 
to the history. 

Those who don’t learn from 
history are doomed to repeat it is 
an oft-repeated aphorism that too 
many people shrug at, failing to 
heed its important message.

Sadly, it has become fashionable 
to ignore history as just something 
that happened a long time ago, 
somewhere else—or worse, 
bowdlerize it to fit current 
circumstances.

Halbrook’s book should be 
reading for every student of 
history, but more importantly, for 
every citizen of a free country.
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people see World War II and its 
lead-up as a sort of hazy movie 
starring the Greatest Generation; 
unfortunately, a generation that 
fewer and fewer people have had 
actual contact with.

Gun control advocates roll their 
eyes when gun rights advocates 
bring up the Holocaust. They 
snap back, “do you mean so-and-
so is as bad as Hitler?” implying 
that the “gun nut” is completely 
off base.

Gun rights advocates would 
do well to arm themselves with 
Stephen Halbrook’s Gun Control 
and the Third Reich, an intensely 
researched, yet eminently readable 
book that details the blueprint 
of disbarment that led to the 
enslavement and genocide of six 
million Jews and countless other 
“enemies of the state.”

Halbrook’s book begins well 
before World War II, during the 
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personal gun,” Tracy said. “One 
of my customers thought it was a 
really good deal until I did some 
research and showed him that the 
guy basically was trying to sell the 
gun for the same amount he paid 
for it.”

Hall agreed.
“I once had a lady come in with 

a .357 revolver,” he said. “She was 
just thrilled to death with having 

paid $380 for it. It was an RG 
revolver that sold brand new for 
about $80. She had gone into 
a pawn shop and just decided 
that was what she wanted, and 
someone took great advantage of 
her.”

Which brings us to The 
Blue Book of Gun Values. This 
guide, published by Blue Book 
Publications, is updated regularly 
with new values for used guns. 

This is the gun industry’s overall 
best reference for what used guns 
are worth.

The other good source for gun 
values is the online auctions. 
Search the auctions and find guns 
of the same make and model 
you’re considering and look to see 
what they actually are selling for. 
This will give you a good idea of 
the true value of the particular 
firearm’s worth.

“Compare as many of them as 
you can,” Bennett said. “Come up 
with a median of what that gun is 
worth.”

Regardless of whether you 
purchase a used gun from a gun 
shop, pawn shop or an FFL at a 
gun show, you’ll have to submit 
to a background check the same 
way you would in a regular gun 
shop. The one exception to this is 
when you purchase a gun from an 
individual, either privately or just 
walking around at a show.

A used gun can be a great 
investment, a wonderful collector 
piece, or a classic working gun 
like my Sarasqueta. Before you 
purchase a used gun, choose 
who you buy it from, inspect it 
carefully, and research its value. 
Consider the purchase of a used 
gun just as carefully as you do the 
purchase of a new one and you 
won’t go wrong.
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Used Guns
Continued from Page 13

Reference works like The Blue 
Book of Gun Values, as well as 
online sources, can be a great 
place to start your used gun 
search.

The unit is designed so that recoil 
actually moves the parts together 
rather than loosening them, a big 
step in engineering. I have to admit 
that I had concerns regarding any 
firearm with a steel and polymer 
interface, particularly a hard 

too heavy, the Ruger LCR just 
might be the best choice. 

The action is smooth and useful 
in rapid fire drills. However, I 
could not stage the action. Staging 
is an old trick in which the double 
action trigger is brought almost 
to the point the pistol fires. You 
affirm the sight picture and break 
the shot. This makes for increased 
accuracy at longer range. It is 
more difficult to stage the Colt 
Detective Special than the Smith 
& Wesson Chief ’s Special, and 
the Ruger will not stage at all. 
Considering the smoothness and 
feel of the double-action trigger, 
that is more than acceptable. A 
defensive firearm should be fired 
double action at all times.

Ruger claims that the LCR will 
prove more comfortable to fire 
than any revolver in the weight 
class. Durability is claimed to 
be excellent. There is no way 
I could fire enough rounds to 
break this revolver but I was able 
to test the piece with a good mix 
of ammunition. Heavy loads do 
not blow guns up when worked 
up carefully but they are hard 
on small parts. I have practiced 
a good bit with this revolver with 
inexpensive handloads and factory 

These holsters are from Ozarks Holster Company. They are of high 
quality and make concealed carry of the Ruger simple and effective. 

ball ammunition. Recoil was there 
but it was much more manageable 
than most small revolvers. The 
Hogue designed grip and the lower 
bore axis are payoffs from starting 
the design with a clean slate. The 
broad and easily acquired sights 

This holster, from Lone Star 
Holsters, is first class all the way. 
The user finds it secure—she 
had a great desire to be certain 
the pistol was secure. The thumb 
break affords great security but 
the holster is very fast. A classic 
design from a respected maker.

are a big plus. 
Most recently I have tested 

the Hornady 95-grain Critical 
Defense. This light a projectile 
would never offer adequate 
penetration without the benefit 
of advanced Hornady design 
work and the advantages of the 
XTP and Critical Defense line of 
bullets. Recoil was manageable. 
The revolver is pleasant to fire 
with this loading. The snub nose 
.38 Special revolver is a traditional 
defense gun but also a good go 
anywhere revolver for the fishing 
kit, as a backup when hunting and 
to dispatch dangerous reptiles. 
The LCR is a great choice and 
a revolver that should give good 
service. It is the most modern 
revolver in the world. 
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Ruger LCs
Continued from Page 23

kicking revolver. After much 
study and examination I find 
these concerns groundless. The 
LCR may be the best hard use 
snub nose revolver in the world. 

There are practical aspects of 
the LCR I find appealing. As 
an example the grip frame’s soft 
rubber handles are excellent design 
for hand fit and control. This is as 
comfortable a standard revolver 
grip as ever designed but it retains 
a compact outline. After all of this 
engineering revolution Ruger did 
not leave us with a heavy trigger 
action. The double-action-only 
trigger action is an action that 
requires less resistance among the 
moving parts than any previous 
design. The bane of small double 
action revolvers has been the hard 
trigger action. If you have limited 
hand strength or your partner 
or an aging parent had limited 
strength and finds other designs 
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Twenty-two states have joined 
an amicus curiae brief urging 
a federal appeals court to find 
the New York gun control law 
championed by Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo is unconstitutional.

The coalition of mostly 
southern and western states is 
led by Luther Strange, Alabama’s 
attorney general, according to the 
New York Law Journal.

In their brief in Nojay v. Cuomo, 
the attorneys general argued 
before the US Court of Appeals 
for the Second Circuit that New 
York state’s Secure Ammunition 
and Firearms Enforcement 
(SAFE) Act violates the Second 
Amendment right to bear arms.

The attorneys general said that 
in District of Columbia v. Heller, 
the US Supreme Court held that 
the Second Amendment protects 
firearms that are “typically 
possessed by law-abiding citizens 
for lawful purposes.” They claim 
that the SAFE Act violates that 
finding by banning versions of the 
AR-15 semi-automatic firearm, a 
gun popular among hunters and 
sport shooters.

Their brief also urged the 
Second Circuit to apply a strict 
scrutiny standard when analyzing 
the constitutionality of the SAFE 
Act, which it said amounts to 
a “categorical ban of firearms 
commonly used for lawful 

SAFE Act Blamed
For Loss of 80 Jobs

On May 15, Remington told 
workers at its Ilion, NY, plant 
that the company will move 
production of its Bushmaster line 
of rifles and 1911 R1 pistols out 
of its plant in the village that has 
been home to the brand for almost 
200 years to its new production 
facility in Alabama.

While a Remington spokesman 
made no mention of Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s 2013 SAFE Act in 
announcing the production line 
shift, the Syracuse Post Standard 
quoted a union official as saying 
80 out of the 1,400 jobs at the 
facility are being eliminated by the 
shift, with no guarantee of future 
employment.

Last fall, the Buffalo News 
featured Ilion in a story 
about residents there growing 
increasingly worried that 
Remington, the anchor in the 
village of 8,000 in Herkimer 
County, was under growing 
pressure to leave New York since 
passage of the SAFE Act.
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cancer,” and initially discussed “a 
horrific drive-by shooting spree 
that has reportedly left 7 dead and 
7 wounded in Isla Vista.”

The statement created the 
impression that all of the victims 
had been shot.

Various publications echoed the 
anti-gun mantra, with headlines 
talking about a “mass shooting” 
and stories that referred to Rodger 
as “the shooter.”

Variously described as having 
been extremely self-centered, 
leading some observers to 
comment on how “pathetic” his 
“manifesto” appeared, Rodger did 
not create a sympathetic persona. 
While he was planning the Isla 
Vista carnage, he was pampered. 
He even had a therapist. He 
enjoyed a vacation to England, 
flying first class with his mother 
and sister. 

He even described boarding the 
plane, sneering at other passengers 
who had to wait for general 
boarding. 

In the final analysis, Rodger 
comes off as a would-be elitist 
whose “mother provided me 
with a better car to drive in Santa 
Barbara, a BMW 3 series Coupe.”

“I have always wanted this,” he 
wrote in his manifesto, “since I cared 
a lot about my appearance. I had 
been asking my parents for a more 
upper-class car ever since I found 
out that there was a car hierarchy, 
and that some students at my 
college drove better cars than others. 
Now I was one of the students with 
a better, high-class car.”

But the nice ride, expensive 
clothing and even designer 
sunglasses did not seem to attract 

the women he desired. So, more 
than 18 months prior to the 
rampage, he appears to have started 
planning. He was meticulous in 
describing how he had put off the 
attack at least once because his 
father was at home, rather than 
on some movie set, and he did not 
want to face the prospect of having 
to murder the man.

The attack was also delayed 
because Rodger was ill. But timing 
and germs did not derail his plot. 

In addition to puncturing 
accepted gun control myths about 
waiting periods and “universal 
background checks,” the Isla 
Vista attack also confirmed that 
so-called “high capacity assault 
magazines” are not a requirement 
for bloodshed. 

Rodger reportedly had a total of 
41 ten-round magazines for the 
two Sig pistols and the Glock, as 
required in California. He could 
have picked up full-capacity 
magazines for those guns, one 
veteran gun expert observed, 
on his trips to Arizona where he 
bought lottery tickets in hopes of 
winning a fortune. But he did not, 
further reinforcing the argument 
that Rodger was hardly a product 
of the “gun culture.” 

Yet even with ten-round 
magazines, the suspect unleashed 
a barrage of gunfire at the mini-
mart, and also engaged local 
sheriff ’s deputies in two different 
shootouts before he committed 
suicide.

So much about the shooting has 
essentially debunked arguments 
from the gun control lobby that 
background checks, waiting 
periods and magazine capacity 
limits would prevent this sort of 
crime. 

That did not prevent Shannon 

Isla Vista Killings
Continued from Page 922 States’ Ags Join Lawsuit

Challenging New York SAFE Act

purposes by law-abiding citizens.”
Strange, Alabama Solicitor 

General Andrew Brasher and 
Alabama Assistant Solicitor 
General Megan Kirkpatrick were 
on the brief.

The Second Circuit has not set a 
date to hear oral arguments on the 
SAFE Act appeal.

In late December, Western 
District of New York federal Judge 
William Skretny largely upheld 
the legality of the SAFE Act, but 
ruled against the law’s provision 
limiting ammunition magazine 
capacity to seven rounds, even if 
the magazine is designed to hold 
10 or more.

The lead appellant in the circuit 
is upstate Assemblyman Bill 
Nojay.

W&G

Watts, founder of Moms Demand 
Action, from trying to link the 
incident to domestic violence, 
which had nothing to do with the 
shootings. By his own admission, 
the suspected killer had not had 
a relationship of any kind, much 
less domestic, with a woman, 
including the two he shot as they 
stood together on a sidewalk.

If this case proved anything, 
other than that gun control laws 
don’t work, it would be that gun 
prohibitionists will try to milk it 
for everything they can.

W&G

The Second Amendment 
Foundation (SAF) has won a 
significant victory on behalf of 
legal resident aliens in Arkansas, 
with a federal district court there 
declaring the state’s citizen-only 
concealed carry licensing law 
unconstitutional, and granting 
a permanent injunction against 
its enforcement on behalf 
of a man named Martin Pot 
(pronounced Pote), a citizen of 
the Netherlands.

US District Judge Timothy L. 
Brooks, for the Western District 
of Arkansas, handed down the 
ruling. He ordered the state to pay 
SAF $10,000 in attorney’s fees and 
court costs of $726.41. SAF and 
Pot were represented by attorney 
David Sigale of Glen Ellyn, IL.

The lawsuit, filed last November, 
challenged the Arkansas statute 

SAF Wins Injunction in Arkansas CCW Case
because it “completely prohibits 
resident legal aliens from the 
concealed carry of guns, in public, 
for the purpose of self-defense.” 
Colonel Stan Witt, director of the 
Arkansas State Police, was named 
as the defendant in his official 
capacity.

“This is yet another victory 
in our effort to expand Second 
Amendment protections in the 
United States,” said SAF founder 
and Executive Vice President Alan 
M. Gottlieb.

“Mr. Pot is a law-abiding 
resident of Eureka Springs, and 
has been so since 1986. He is 
self-employed and is a productive 
member of the community, with 
an American-born wife and family. 
He came here almost 30 years ago, 
met and married his wife, and has 
many solid connections in his 

community.”
While Arkansas statutes allowed 

Pot to possess a firearm only in his 
home, on his property or—under 
certain circumstances—while on 
a “journey,” he was prohibited 
from obtaining a concealed carry 
permit because he is not a citizen.

“This case is not unique,” 
Gottlieb noted. “SAF has 
successfully challenged other 
similar state laws, in New Mexico, 
Washington (state), Nebraska 
and Massachusetts. Legal resident 
aliens should not be penalized at 
the expense of their self-defense 
rights. This was a good outcome 
to a case that should help lots of 
people.

“This is another case where SAF 
is winning firearms freedom one 
lawsuit at a time,” he concluded.

W&G
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Sources and 
Specifications for Kahr 

CM9, Page 14

KAHR CM9
Kahr Arms
130 Goodard Memorial Dr., 
Dept. WG
Worchester MA 01603
kahr.com
Caliber  9mm
Capacity 6+1
Operation Trigger cocking 
DAO (double action only), 
lock, “Browning type” recoil 
lug, passive striker block, no 
magazine disconnect
Barrel  3.0 in.
Length 
overall  5.42 in
Height  4.0 in.
Slide 
width  0.90 in.
Weight Pistol: 14 oz. Magazine 
(empty):  1.9 oz.
Grips  Textured polymer
Sights  Drift adjustable, 
white bar-dot combat sights
Finish  Black polymer 
frame, matte stainless steel 
slide
Magazine 1, 6 round, flush 
floorplate
MSRP  $517.00 
(Additional magazines, any 
style, $40.00 ea

Sources for Ruger LCs, 
Page 18

Black Hills Ammunition

PO Box 3090, Dept. WG

Rapid City, SD 57709

black-Hills.com

ResourceDirectory
Contact! Concealment
contactconcealment.com

Hornady Manufacturing 
Company 
PO Box 1848, Dept. WG
Grand Island, NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

LaserMax 
3495 Winton Place, Bldg. B, 
Dept. WG 
Rochester, NY 14623
800-527-3703
laserMax.com

Leather Cross Draw Holsters
C&C Leather
7035 State Rd, Dept. WG
Millington, MI 48746
leathercrossdraws.com

Lone Star Holsters & Slings
351 Sleepy Oaks, Dept. WG
Early, TX 76802
lonestarholsters.com

Ozarks Holster Company 
PO Box 242, Dept. WG 
Nixa, MO 65714
ozarksholstercompany.com

Pink Pistol Holsters 
pinkpistolholsters.com

RTK Triggers
RTK Strategic LLC 
10 Rocky Mountain Road, 
Dept. WG 
Southbury, CT 06488
rtktriggers.com

Ruger Firearms
Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.

1 Lacey Place, Dept WG
Southport, CT 06890
ruger.com

Winchester USA Ammunition
winchester.com

Sources for Pistol Caliber 
Carbines, Page 28

Beretta Corp. USA
17601 Beretta Dr., Dept. WG
Accokeek MD 0607
800-636-3420
berettausa.com

Black DogMachine
9986 Cherry Lane, Dept. WG
Nampa ID 83687
blackdogmachinellc.net

Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090, Dept. WG
Rapid City SD 57709
black-hills.com

Bushmaster Firearms 
International
PO Box 556, Dept. WG
Madion NC 27025
800-883-6229
bushmaster.com

Hornady Mfg. Co.
PO Box 1848, Dept. WG
Grand Island, NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

Kel Tec CNC Ind.
PO Box 236009, Dept. WG
Cocoa Beach FL 32926
keltecweapons.com

Thureon Defense
PO Box 173, Dept. WG
New Holstein WI 53061
thureondefense.com

W&G
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From theEditor

Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

The mainstream media seems to 
be having trouble differentiating 
between “fault,” “cause,” and 
“contributing factor,” especially 
when it comes to high-profile 
crimes.

In the case of the Isla Vista 
killer (story detailed elsewhere in 
this issue), there is a lot of hand-
wringing about whether young 
men’s expectations with regard 
to women, fueled by images 
of model-perfect women and 
frat-boy lifestyles in movies and 
television, caused or contributed 
to a murderous rampage that left 
six people and the perpetrator 
dead, and others wounded.

That seems both possible 
and likely—but, also, largely 
irrelevant. Most people who see 
these kinds of images do not react 
by stabbing, shooting and running 
people down with cars. Most 
people process the images in a way 
that allows them to continue with 
their lives, with never a thought of 
murder.

You can—and probably 
should—argue that these images 
and stories, which promulgate 
lifestyles based on privilege 
and desire—are coarsening to 
everyone, but you cannot say they 
“caused” the murders.

Similarly, when two pre-teen 
girls plotted and executed a 
murder attempt on their supposed 
friend, the media immediately 
latched on to a horror website the 
two girls were obsessed with as a 
“cause” of the crime.

Again, any number of questions 

arise, including why there are 
such websites in the first place, 
why the parents of these girls were 
unaware of the depth of their 
fixation with it, and why they 
were so unsupervised as to be able 
to lure their victim into a park and 
try to kill her.

We live, unfortunately, in a 
culture where “cause” is more 
important than effect.

I have no doubt that real 
professionals in behavioral 
sciences, law enforcement, 
medicine and the like can make 
some sense of “cause,” but have 
no faith that pulling folks from 
the ranks of the experts on to 
television shows for 2-3 minutes 
of explanation does much to help 
solve crimes like these, to make the 
general public understand them 
or to prevent similar incidents.

It is a kind of witch hunt, like 
tying some poor woman to a rock 
and throwing her in a river to see 
if she floats—and is therefore a 
witch. We haven’t evolved very 
much from the 17th century, if 
our idea of proving something 
is to have someone without 
complete information make a 
snap judgment and then broadcast 
it to the world.

The worst part of this system is 
that it can never help to prevent 
crime, to identify criminals or to 
keep anyone safer.

It is almost primitive the 
way “explanations” are sought 
and discussed, and, ultimately, 
dismissed with a kind of collective 
shrug. Why not just ascribe this 

aberrant behavior to evil spirits 
or inanimate objects—see if they 
float, and shrug again?

In case after case of mass 
murder, there is clear evidence 
that the agents of mayhem were 
known to have behavioral and/or 
medical problems. 

But in case after case, it is also 
clear that the identification of 
these problems all but stopped 
there. In some cases, therapies 
and drugs are in play, but more 
often than not, it comes down 
to a notation in a casebook that 
there’s something wrong—and 
that is where it stops.

Certainly the host of services 
that are available—from school 
counselors all the way to law 
enforement—do great good in 
many cases, but the onerous 
bueaucracy involved also prevents 
action in many cases.

Unless we, as the public, stop 
seeking causes and start holding 
people accountable for their 
dereliction of duty, beginning with 
parents who ignore the danger 
signs, these types of incidents will 
continue, and the twisted actors 
in them will be further fueled by 
media attention to them.

It doe not take an expert to see 
this.
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