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Compliments
Thank you for your prompt attention to 

my request [for back issues]. Seriously, my 
compliments are not lip service. We really do 
appreciate Women & Guns and try to advertise it 
to as many as possible.

As mentioned, we love adding copies of W&G 
to our NRA Basic Pistol Student instructional 
packets, along with other useful information. 
We also share copies which are placed into gift 
bags presented to every woman who attends one 
of our NRA Women On Target Women Only 
Instructional Shooting Clinics. Last summer/fall 
shooting season the team I work with was able 
to instruct nearly 100 women and girls through 
Women On Target Clinics...I will attach a photo 
collage from one Women On Target that gives 
insight into beginner females shooting. It’s a day 
we go above and beyond to make female friendly! 

We welcome as many (past or otherwise) issues 
of Women & Guns to share with the women of 
North Central West Virginia. I know those dozen 
copies of the 25th year edition are going to grab 
their attention, and, for husbands who do not 
take seriously what we do and their wives’ desires/
needs to learn about guns seriously...well...are 
they ever in for a surprise when they peel back 
the covers of Women & Guns! I do hope they 
bring you additional subscriptions. Red gown...
February...Valentine’s Day (my anniversary) and 
Heart Month! Perfect choice!!! My girls joke 
“accessories make the outfit!” Now those are what 
we call accessories!

So far for the 2014 season, we have booked three 
NRA Women On Target Instructional Shooting 
Clinics; one at a local shooting club, and I could 
not be happier to announce our county Sheriff ’s 
Department is hosting two Women On Target 
events at their range! It does not get any better 
than to have local law enforcement endorsing our 
training programs. We will average 75-100 women 
for those three events, not to mention the private 
classes we do as well as the possibility of additional 

Letters

Letters 
Continued on Page 45
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News

common sense step to clarify the 
federal firearms regulations, which 
will strengthen our ability to keep 
dangerous weapons out of the 
wrong hands,” Attorney General 
Eric Holder said in a statement. 
“This step will provide clear 
guidance on who is prohibited 
from possessing firearms under 
federal law for reasons related to 
mental health…”

It’s unclear, however, what the 
repercussions of the proposed rule 
will be for those states that have, 
until now, allowed for some people 
who have been “committed” 
to obtain guns after they leave 
commitment. 

Further clarification may 
be required from the Justice 
Department, especially to guide 
mental health institutions and 
state courts. There has been 
serious objection from mental 
health professionals that patients 
and their families might avoid 
some types of care for fear that 
their firearms rights might be lost 
forever.

The second proposed rule 
change, by the Department of 
Health and Human Services, 
might be aimed at resolving 
those concerns. It allows certain 
entities covered by patient 
privacy protections to submit 
additional information to the 
background-check system. The 
administration claims that 
nothing in this rule would 
require reporting on general 
mental health visits or legally 
prevent someone from having 

a firearm just because he or she 
sought treatment.

“There is a strong public safety 
need for this information to 
be accessible to the [National 
Instant Criminal Background 
Check System], and some states 
are currently under-reporting 
or not reporting certain 
information to the NICS at 
all,” HHS Secretary Kathleen 
Sebelius said in a statement, 
according to the Associated Press. 
“This proposed rulemaking is 
carefully balanced to protect 
and preserve individuals’ privacy 
interests, the patient-provider 
relationship, and the public’s 
health and safety.”

A White House official told 
The Huffington Post that Friday’s 
action is just one of a series 
of actions the administration 
has been taking to move the 
ball forward in addressing gun 
violence, and pointed to a recent 
move to spend $100 million on 
mental health services.

While Congress has not acted 
on increased demands for more 
stringent gun control rules in 
the year since the Sandy Hook 
Elementary School shooting, the 
White House has continued to 
creep forward through a long 
series of executive orders. Mental 
illness was considered the major 
contributing factor in the Sandy 
Hook shooting and in several high 
profile mass murders including 
the Aurora movie theater massacre 
and that at the Washington Naval 
Yard.

W&G

When pro-gun South Carolina 
Gov. Nikki Haley, a Republican 
rising star, revealed on Facebook 
that her husband had given 
her a new Beretta PX4 Storm 
semi-automatic pistol, anti-
gunners reacted with vitriol, and 
traditional print and electronic 
media reported the news with 
some disdain for the governor, her 
state and her constituents.

An image of the pistol was 
posted along with her Facebook 
note about the new Christmas 
gun.

The Beretta pistol was a gift from 
her husband, Capt. Scott Haley, 
who recently returned from a one-
year deployment in Afghanistan 
with the South Carolina National 
Guard.

The report drew more than 
17,600 “likes” and generated more 
than 2,000 comments, and it 
has been shared more than 1,700 
times. Among her supporters 
are hundreds of people who said 
something on the order of “Nice 
gift” and others who wished 
Haley was their governor. They 
thanked her for “sticking up” for 
the Second Amendment.

Haley is the American-born 
daughter of immigrants who 
came here from India. A graduate 
of Clemson University with a 
BS in accounting, she is also a 
wife and mother. She has been 
honored in the past by the South 

Carolina Association of Taxpayers 
for working to lower taxes, and 
has supported strong immigration 
policies that crack down on 
illegals.

Yet all of her positions did not 
appear to attract the kind of nasty 
reactions as did her Facebook 
entry about her Yuletide Beretta. 
One woman wrote, “Nikki Haley 
and her husband are completely 

insensitive to the children and 
adults who are shot by guns—
every day in the US. I am sickened 
by this total insensitivity to the 
coalition of Moms for Gun Sense. 
Once again, it is not a nice day in 
South Carolina. It will—never—
be a nice day in SC—until we 

get some real leadership that does 
not treat SC like some backwoods 
hillbilly state that invites ridicule 
on national comedy shows.”

Another anti-gun woman wrote, 
“You are one sick cookie, Nikki 
H. Ditto Scott. Jesus preached 
love not violence. Guns are meant 
to do one thing, kill something. I 
am proud to be a part of the effort 
to rid SC of Nikki Haley and 
the embarrassment she causes. 
We will elect a new governor in 
2014 and begin to make South 
Carolinians proud to be part of 
South Carolina again.”

However, it appears such 
critics are in the minority. One 
man wrote, “Gov. I think what 
you should do is hold a press 
conference and go on the record, 
explaining to the women of your 
state the importance of being able 
to defend themselves from harm. 
Tell them get trained. Get your 
CCL. And refuse to be a victim.”

Women loved her gift, as well. 
One noted, “I love the fact that 
you have taken the bull by the 
horns, and not worry about the 
people that are living in a dream 
where everybody is a gentle soul. 
Me a woman, previous military 
whom have seen war know, better 
the same for my husband he have 
the good mind to encourage and 

Anti-Gunners, Media Bash
SC Governor over Gift Gun

Haley’s Gun
Continued on Page 35

South Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley 
was proud of the Beretta she re-
ceived from her husband, but the 
gift ignited controversy.

White House Issues NICS
Mental Health Executive Orders
By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President, 
Second Amendment Foundation

While President Obama was 
vacationing in Hawaii, the White 
House inched forward again 
on Jan. 3 with two additional 
executive actions aimed at 
boosting the federal background-
check system through the mental 
health approach.

According to materials 
provided by the White House, 
some states have raised concerns 
about ambiguous wording that 
makes it difficult to determine 
who should be barred from 
purchasing a gun for mental 
health reasons. The first proposed 
rule change, by the Department 
of Justice, expands the definition 
of the statutory term “committed 
to a mental institution” to 
clarify that the prohibition on 
firearms purchases applies to 
people subjected to involuntary 
outpatient as well as inpatient 
commitments. 

The rule also clarifies that 
“adjudicated as a mental defective” 
and “committed to a mental 
institution” include persons who 
are found incompetent to stand 
trial or not guilty by reason of 
mental disease or defect; persons 
lacking mental responsibility or 
deemed insane; and persons found 
guilty but mentally ill, regardless 
of whether these determinations 
are made by a state, local, federal 
or military court.

“We are taking an important, 



8   Women&Guns March-April 2014   9

Jessie Duff, world renowned 
champion shooter, has set a new 
record in the world of shooting 
sports as the first woman to ever 
earn the title of Grand Master 
(GM). The United States Practical 
Shooting Association (USPSA) 
designates GM as the highest 
rating a shooter can achieve.

The United States Practical 
Shooting Association is a non-
profit membership association and 

the national governing body for 
the sport of Practical Shooting in 
America. USPSA has over 24,000 

Supreme Court
Continued on Page 35

Jessie Duff Earns Grand Master Rank with USPSA
members and nearly 400 affiliated 
clubs which host weekly matches 
throughout the country providing 
recreational shooters with the 
opportunity to test and refine their 
shooting skills in a safe, competitive 
environment. USPSA is also the 
U.S. Region of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation 
(IPSC), which is comprised of 
approximately 67 nations. For 
more information, visit uspsa.org.

In earning this prestigious 
classification Duff had to maintain 
an average above 95% in shooting 

USPSA’s first woman Grand Master, Jessie Duff. Photo by Shelley 
Rae, courtesy USPSA. 

classification courses, a proven 
challenge in the shooting sports. Last 
year was a record-winning year for 
Duff; it included 2013 top wins in 
USPSA’s Open, Limited and Single 
Stack National Championships. 
Duff also took multiple top wins 
in the Steel Challenge World 
Championships and earned top 
titles in the Arkansas Sectional 
Championships and Steel Challenge 
National Championships. 

“I am honored to have earned 
the designation of Grand Master 
with USPSA,” said Duff. “This is 
something I have been working 
toward my entire shooting career 
and I’ve come this far thanks to 
a lot of hard work and a lot of 
support,” she added. 

Duff is recognized as one of the 
most accomplished competition 
shooters in the world and is 
setting a new precedent for female 
shooters across the country. As 
female participation in shooting 
sports is on the rise, Duff ’s most 
recent accomplishments and 
continued success are contributing 
to an increase in involvement of 
women in competitive shooting. 

“Jessie is one of the best 
shooters in the world,” said 
USPSA Executive Director Kim 
Williams. “USPSA is proud to 
announce her historic record as 
the first woman to ever reach this 
ranking in Practical Shooting,” 
added Williams.

Duff is currently training and 
preparing for the 2014 season of 
USPSA shooting. You can learn 
more about her competitions by 
following USPSA on Facebook 
and Twitter or follow her on her 
blog at jessieduff.net. 

W&G

The Second Amendment 
Foundation and Association of 
New Jersey Rifle & Pistol Clubs 
recently asked the U.S. Supreme 
Court to hear this appeal in 
the challenge to New Jersey’s 
unconstitutional carry laws. The 
case is Drake v. Jerejian. 

Prepared by attorneys Alan Gura 
(who won Second Amendment 
victories in the groundbreaking 
Heller and McDonald cases) and 
David Jensen, the petition is the 
latest effort to bring a right-to-
carry case before the high court 
and is the next step in the process 
of resolving the differing opinions 
of lower courts on the right to 
bear arms for personal protection 
outside the home.

“The right to self-defense is 
sacrosanct,” said SAF founder 
and Executive Vice President 
Alan Gottlieb,  “yet has been 
disparaged and denied to all but 
an elite few in states like New 
Jersey. Individuals and families 
should not be deprived of the 
right to defend themselves and we 
intend to change that.”

“This case could resolve the right 
to carry issue not only for New 
Jersey, but for the entire nation,” 
added ANJRPC Executive 
Director Scott Bach. “So far the 
U.S. Supreme Court has declined 
to hear the issue in other cases, 
but this case may be different 
due to the extreme nature of New 
Jersey’s law, which effectively 

denies law-abiding citizens their 
fundamental right to self-defense 
outside the home.”

“The petition is an exceptional 
piece of legal work that is well 
worth taking the time to read,” 
Bach, an attorney, noted. “It 
extensively documents the 
differing of opinions of lower 
courts throughout the nation 
that need to be reconciled, 
and observes: ‘The notion that 
carrying handguns outside 
the home is ‘conduct falling 
outside the scope of the Second 
Amendment’s guarantee’ simply 
cannot be squared with Heller…

Supreme Court Asked to Consider SAF Right to Carry Case
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DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

Regular readers of this column 
know that I like nothing better 
than actual facts, backed up by 
good, multi-year data, regardless 
of whether it fits preconceptions 
or not. That’s why the AWARE 
website featured a blog about how 
the rate of rape has fallen very 
significantly in the last few years. 
Of course, rapes are still occurring, 
but in 1995, five women out of 
every 1,000 experienced this 
heinous crime, while in 2010 that 
had dropped to a whisker over 
two out of every 1,000. That’s an 
amazing decrease, and truly good 
news. The bad news is that for the 
women who were raped, they were 
more likely to be facing an armed 
attacker, and were much more 
likely to be injured.

So, what about homicide?
The Bureau of Justice Statistics 

in the US Department of Justice 
tracks things like that, and also 
tracks homicides. Last December 
they published a summary of 
homicide in the US from 1960 to 
2011. That’s right, over 50 years of 
data went into some parts of this 
report, though much data was 

available only for the last 10 years 
(NCJ 243035, for those who want 
ALL the details).

This report deals exclusively with 
homicides known and reported by 
law enforcement. That includes 
only murder and manslaughter—
one person willfully killing 
another. It does not include suicide, 
accidental or negligent deaths by 
firearms. This make it exactly the 
kind of study that will provide the 
most useful information to those 
of us who want it.

For the remainder of this article, I 
will talk only about the rate of various 
things, not the number of people or 
crimes committed. For example, 
the number of people killed in 1960 
can’t be meaningfully compared to 
the number killed last year, because 
our population has grown a lot in 50 
years. Examining the rate of murders 
per 100,000 people allows a direct 
and easy way to see whether things 
are going up or down, getting better 
or getting worse.

The rate of homicide was about 5 
(per 100,000) in 1960. It rose fairly 
steadily to a peak of 9.3 in 1980, 
dipped a bit and rose to just over 
9 in 1990; since then it decreased 
steadily to about 5 in 2000, and 
has been mostly steady since then, 
until another little dip in the last 
few years has brought us back to 
4.7, almost the same rate as in 1960. 
That’s right, the murder rate peaked 
in 1980 and 1990, and has now 
fallen to virtually the 1960 level.

Here are some other highlights. 
In the last 10 years, while the 
murder rate was steady or falling 
slightly, the homicide rate for 
males was 3.6 times higher than 

that for females. The average 
homicide rate for blacks was 6.3 
times that for whites. Good news 
if you are a white woman, not so 
good if you are a black male. 

The rate of homicide involving 
a firearm from the second peak in 
1992 to 2011 decreased by 49%. 
The percentage of murder victims 
killed by a firearm (67%) was 
stable throughout that period. 

In the last 10 years, 95% of 
homicides involved a single 
victim. (Yes, shooting sprees and 
mass murders get a lot of press, 
but the overwhelming number of 
murders aren’t that type, and have 
just one victim.)

At what age are males at most 
risk to be the victim of a homicide? 
If you said anywhere from early 
teens to 40s, peaking at about 
20, you would be right. But the 
peak rate for white males is under 
10, while that for black males is 
about 100. Yes, the peak homicide 
victimization rate for black males 
was nearly 9 times higher than the 
peak rate for white males.

What about females? At what 
age are they at especially high 
risk? If you said: under 1 year, 
you would be right. Yes, female 
babies are being murdered at a 
rate higher than the rate for either 
white or black females of any 
other age. Again, the peak rate for 
white homicide victims was about 
3 at age 20 while the rate for black 
female victims peaked at about 11 
at the same age.

The rate of homicides involving 
a firearm decreased by half from 
1992 to 2011, though firearms 
were still the leading weapon of 

choice by murders. Murder by 
means of a knife or blunt object 
continued to fall, while the rate 
by personal weapons (fists, feet, 
strangling, etc.) and non-personal 
weapons (poison, explosives, fire, 
etc.) remained low, steady and 
virtually equal to one another.

The percentage of victims killed 
by a handgun changed little over 
the last 10 years. For male victims, 
50-60% were killed with a 
handgun. For female victims, 30-
40% were killed with a handgun. 
For all victims, 10-20% were 
killed by other kinds of firearms. 
This shows that the percentage of 
homicides involving a firearm has 
been stable for all victim types.

What do you think has happened 
to the homicide rate recently in big 
cities compared to, say, rural areas, 
suburban areas, or small cities? If 
you think large cities have been 
becoming more dangerous in this 
regard, you would be completely 
wrong. Yes, you would be wrong. 
In the biggest cities (over 500,000 
people), the homicide rate in 
1992 was nearly 30; in 2011, it 
was down to nearly 10. That is an 
enormous drop.

Big, but not huge, cities (100,000 
to 500,000 people) experienced a 
similar drop in their murder rate, 
from a high of 19 to about 8. 
That’s another tremendous drop. 

The murder rate in suburban 
areas also dropped, though not 
as dramatically, from nearly 10 to 
about five

Small cities and rural areas 
continue to compete for the lowest 
murder rates, and have stayed 
nearly constant.

These numbers certainly signal 
that large cities are now much 
safer, at least when it comes to 
homicide risk.

What about all the news about 
incidents in which more than one 

person is murdered? Tragic incidents 
like Sandy Hook and many others 
spring instantly to mind. Are they 
becoming more prevalent, or just 
more newsworthy? The BJS report 
clearly states that “Since 2002, the 
percentage of homicide incidents 
involving two or more victims has 
remained relatively stable.” That 
might not be what you, or some of 
your friends expected, or what the 
media leads the public to believe. 
It is clear, however, that the more 
victims a killer intends to have, the 
more likely he is to use a gun: only 
67% of single victim homicides 
involved a gun, 77% of 2 victims 
homicides, 82% of 3 victims 
homicides, and over 90% of 
homicides with 4 or more victims.

So, what’s the takeaway from all 
these mind-numbing numbers? 
Homicide risk for blacks, 

especially young black men is still 
appallingly high. If you are lucky 
enough to be an over-30 white 
woman living in a small city, 
suburb or rural area, your risk is 
among the lowest.

If you have reason to fear that 
a particular person, such as a 
stalker or a violent ex, might have 
lethal intentions toward you, your 
own personal risk has just risen 
to the level where you should be 
taking serious safety precautions. 
There are still many women 
being murdered by men like this. 
National averages mean nothing 
when you have a good reason to 
know you might be in danger. But 
the overall risk of being murdered 
by another person is quite low, 
and likely to stay that way, or even 
go lower.

W&G

Homicide: What is Your Risk?
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By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) put on 
another record-breaking SHOT 
(Shooting, Hunting and Outdoor 
Trade) Show January 14-17 in the 
Sands Convention Center in Las 
Vegas. 67,000 people attended 
the world’s largest trade show 
showcasing shooting, hunting, 
law enforcement, military and 
general outdoor gear. NSSF, in a 
new partnership with ConvExx 
Exhibition Management, put on a 
generally well-managed show.

For this writer, it was an 
opportunity to see old friends 

SHOT Show 2014:
Old Records Fall as Growth 
Continues for the Industry

and make new ones while touring 
the dizzying array of products on 
display.

It started with the Media Day 
shoot on January 13 where media 
professionals were treated to a day 
on the range and a chance to try 
some of the products firsthand. 
Highlights for me were the Sphinx 
compact 9mm pistol, a sweet-
shooting polymer gun from the 
people that brought us the Kriss 
Super V carbine. Ruger offered 
their LCR with the newly-exposed 
hammer that enables the shooter 
to use it single action and a very 
nice version of the GP100 revolver 
that has been sent through their 
custom house to emerge with 

sleek wooden grips, fiber optic 
front sight and a tuned action that 
locks up tight and is smooth on 

the trigger.
Lines were long all day to shoot 

Glock’s new offerings, the Model 
42, an ultra-compact .380ACP, 
and the 41, a slimmed down 

long slide version of their .45ACP 
Model 21. The 41 uses a modified 
long slide from the 9mm Model 
34 on their slim frame to make a 
.45 caliber gun that can actually 
fit small hands and still carry 13 
rounds of .45ACP power. The 
longer slide and better hand fit 
made it very controllable to shoot. 
Both of these new Glocks were 
worth waiting in line for a chance 
to try.

Notably absent from this touch-
and-try opportunity was the 
much-touted new offering from 
Remington, a compact carry pistol 
in 9mm modernized from their 
historic Model 51. Remington 
pulled back and debuted the gun 
on the show floor at their display 
booth. I’m sure they got an earful 
from disappointed media but it 
pretty much guaranteed a long 

line for testing and evaluation 
would form once everyone got a 
look at it.

Lastly, the Tavor bullpup 
carbine in Nato 5.56 from IWI-
US was a very controllable and 
compact unit to shoot. The 
controls were different from the 
AR-15 platform, but not difficult 
to figure out. 

Throughout the show, I was 
struck with the increasing level 
of interest in and awareness of 
the expanding women’s market. 
Though products specifically for 
women were not necessarily more 
numerous, and (thankfully) the 
pink quotient was about the same, 
there seemed to be a lot more 
interest on the part of company 
representatives to find out what 
women like and dislike about 
their products. It was as if they are 
finally waking up to the market 
potential of the female customer.

Groups like Julianna Crowder’s 
A Girl & A Gun were well 
represented. Cornered Cat 
training was there in the person 
of Kathy Jackson. I’ve never given 

Shot Show 2014 floor. Photos by 
Tom Walls.

The Sphinx Compact in 9mm x19 was easy shooting. 

The new Glock 41 fits the hand 
and is quite controllable in 
.45ACP, shown here in full recoil. 

The IWI-US Tavor bullpup style carbine in 5.56 was accurate and easy 
to handle. 

This sleek little belt holster for 
a J-frame revolver is new from 
Galco. 
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out so many copies of Women & 
Guns magazine as I did this year 
with the 25th anniversary issue. 
Woman owned companies like 
Lisa Looper’s Flashbang holsters, 
Claudia Chisholm’s Gun Toten 
Mamas, and Kate Woostenhume’s 
Designer Concealed Carry 

boasted new products and even 
more interest than last year. 
Flashbang is doing so well they 
had to come out with a men’s line 
so the guys wouldn’t feel left out 

and/or snitch the wife’s gear when 
her back was turned.

This seemed to be the year when 

the revolver got some attention. 
Ruger, responding to feedback 
on their popular LCR, came out 
with an exposed hammer version 
for those that want the option 
of shooting single action. Their 

standby workhorse GP100 got the 
custom house treatment to make it 
into a contender for those wanting 
a revolver suitable for serious 
training, defense or competition 
shooting.

Smith & Wesson brought out 
two new seven-shot options from 

their Performance Center, the 
5-in. 986 with a fluted titanium 
cylinder in 9mm x 19 and the 2.5 
in. 686 in .357mag/.38sp+P in 
all steel Both have performance 
tuned actions.

Opting for ultra-tiny this year, 
Taurus came out with a Model 85 
variant with a titanium cylinder 
and aluminum frame, 1 in. barrel 
and a clear lexan side plate to make 
it the lightest revolver chambered 
in .38 Spl, +P rated. The clear 
plate allows the action’s working 
to be visible and further lightens 
the overall weight of the gun.

Notably new in polymer pistols 
were the aforementioned new 
models from Glock. Sig Sauer 
jumped into the polymer striker-
fired market with their new P320, 
a full-sized 9mm gun. Remington 
returned to the handgun with 
their model R51, a compact 
design tailored to the concealed 
carry market.

The Remington R51 caused 
quite a stir. It is a sleek, retro-cool 
looking 9mm x19 compact that 
brings to mind spy movies at first 
glance. It is designed to be very 
ergonomic for the shooter and 
feels very nice in the hand. The 
trigger is a hinged basic design 
that isn’t what you’d find on a 
typical polymer gun. The smooth 
exterior is snag-free for easy carry 
and the size is easily tucked away 

The FN-15 by FNH can be easily handled one handed because of 
weight and balance much like that of this company’s renowned battle 
rifle the SCAR, yet is about half the price. Photo by Tom Walls.

This classic-looking lever action 
.410 shotgun by Rossi looked 
like a lot of fun to shoot. 

without being too small. This will 
be one to watch.

Boberg, the gun manufacturer 
with the unusual action that pulls 
the round back from the magazine 

This palm-sized Model 85 by 
Taurus, in .38 Spl, +P rated, 
sports a 1 in. barrel, titanium 
cylinder and clear lexan side 
plate to view the action works. 

This OWB belt holster from Alessi 
is accented in your choice of 
exotic leathers, making it almost 
too pretty to cover up. 

New from Smith & Wesson 
Performance Center is this 
5-in. model 986 7-shot revolver 
chambered in 9mm x 19. 

This wonderful tooled leather 
belt holster is from Simply 
Rugged Holsters. 

These belts and holsters are from 
Flashbang’s gentlemen’s line.
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stock and vent-rib barrel. 
Mossberg has a Thunder Ranch 
over/under 12 ga. shotgun 
set up tactical in matte black 

to line it up with the fixed barrel 
instead of catching it as the slide 
travels forward, is adding a .45ACP 
caliber offering to their line-up of 
9mm guns. Their pistols are a nice 
compact size that would be good 

for daily carry yet not too small to 
be comfortable for training.

In long guns, CZ-USA has 
a nice gas-operated shotgun, 
the 712 Practical, set up for 
defensive use with a collapsing 

with an optics rail, and Rossi 
has a lever action .410 shotgun 
that looks like fun. The Tavor 
bullpup in 5.56 from IWI-US 
was very popular, and only one 
of several bullpup designs out 
there. FNH has come out with 
a lightweight AR platform, 

Sources
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This gas-operated 12-ga. Model 712 Practical shotgun by CZ-USA 
would be a good home defense option with its adjustable stock and 
maneuverable length. 

the FN-15, that handles like 
their SCAR but with a price 
point about half that of their 
popular battle rif le. Of course, 
black rif les were everywhere 
and in colors other than black 
from more manufacturers than 
I can name. The vilif ication 
of the “assault rif le” by anti-
gun media has only driven 
sales of America’s rif le, the 
AR-15, in all its variations, to 

unprecedented levels.
In holsters, Alessi has some nice 

leather offerings in a variety of 
exotic skins including stingray, 

The much-anticipated Remington 
Model R51 is an updated version 
of their old Model 51 carry gun 
from a 1917 John Pedersen 
design. It keeps the retro sleek 
lines but packs a 9mm x 19 +P 
rated punch. 

The Thunder Ranch over/under 12 ga. shotgun by Mossberg looks 
tactical in flat black with rail for optics.

The new Boberg XP45-S will 
soon be added to their line of 
9mm x 19 handcrafted pistols.

These two custom beauties from Sig Sauer Mastershop were just 
some of the extravagant firearm artistry pieces on display. 

shark, snake and even elephant. 
Their straight-drop Inside the 
Waistband (IWB) set up for 
appendix carry is one I’d like to 
try. It has a wide locking clip for 
belt attachment mounted forward 
on the holster so that the back end 
can have a little swing room when 
the carrier is seated to increase 
comfort. Their curvy Outside the 
Waistband (OWB) design looks 
like it would ride close to the body 

for concealment under a jacket 
or other loose over-garment. 
Of course, with the attractive 
exotic skins, one might want to 

wear it open to be stylin’ on the 
range or in other gun-friendly 
environments. Simply Rugged 
Holsters has some nicely tooled 
designs in OWB holsters. Galco 
has a sleek little leather OWB, the 

Hornet, for the J-Frame revolver 
that can be worn appendix or 
crossdraw. Flashbang has leather 
for ladies and gentlemen in belts 
and holsters with nice contrast 
stitching.

With everything from the 
sublime, including beautiful 
display pieces from Sig Sauer 
Mastershop, Korth and Cabot, 
to the quirky-cool little Bondhus 
palm 2-shot .380ACP and 
everything in between, SHOT 
Show 2014 had something for 
everyone. The energy of the show 
was upbeat and positive as the 
American public continues to 
vote with their dollars for gun 
ownership and gun rights.

W&G

This enhanced Ruger GP100 in .357 Mag not only looks great but 
shoots very smoothly. 

The Bondhus palm pistol, 
complete with sighting laser, 
is the size of a pack of playing 
cards and delivers 2 shots of 
.380ACP. 
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

When you get in a tight spot, 
your defensive firearm can be your 
best friend. At home, though, you 
need a place to store it that’s safely 
secured but still accessible.

“Storing a defensive gun is 
a balance between controlling 
access by others as a responsible 
firearms owner, and ensuring your 

own access when you need the 
firearm,” said Rob Pincus, owner 
of I.C.E. Training Company and 
the Managing Editor of Personal 
Defense Network. “It’s security 
versus accessibility. It seems like 
common sense, but when you 
start applying that balancing act 
you realize that it requires a lot of 
thought.” 

The first priority Pincus said, is 
security.

“Because that’s the number one 

Five Ways To Secure A Defensive Firearm At Home
priority, many people don’t find 
a good way to make the firearm 
accessible,” he said. “You end up 
with the gun in one place and the 
ammunition in another, or the 
gun behind a complicated, fine 
motor skill-dependent security 
system such as a keyed lock or a 
combination lock.”

Jennifer Goldstein, an NRA 
Certified Instructor with Shooters 
Plus Training Team in Athens, 

IL, said that when making safety 
a priority, you must take into 
consideration your own situation.

“Everyone’s home situation is 
different,” she said. “What works 
for me may not work for you. 
What’s critical is that you know 
what your home situation is like, 
such as do you have kids coming 
in and out of the house? Your 
gun is always somewhere, and 
it’s better for it to be locked up in 

your safe than exposed.” 
Regardless of how you store 

your gun, Goldstein said, she 
recommends that you don’t put it 
right beside your bed.

“When things go bump in the 
night, I want you to wake first, 
not just roll over and grab your 
firearm,” Goldstein said. “I want 
you to be completely awake before 
you try to use it. So I suggest that 
you put it in a place where you 
actually have to walk to it. Even 
if it’s just a few feet, that gives you 
time to wake up so you’re using 
the firearm in a safe manner.”

One thing to take into 
consideration regardless of how 
you secure your firearm, Goldstein 
said, is your physical condition in 
a moment of stress.

“In a stressful situation you lose 
your fine motor skills,” she said. 
“So using a small key will be hard, 
or it might be hard to remember 
to punch in a code.” 

1. Hiding a Gun
The lowest level of security, 

Pincus said, is hiding a gun.
“If you have a secure home, and 

you live alone, and it’s legal for you 
to do so, you may feel like hiding 
a gun is enough security,” he said. 
“If you have taken reasonable 
precautions to secure your entire 
home from unauthorized entry, 
such as good locks and an alarm 
system, any firearm in the home 
is also under that security. In that 
case, taking the gun out of the 
safe at night and putting it in a 
drawer at your bedside may be 
appropriate for you.” 

2. Securing from Use
If you have children in your 

home, or any other situation that 
makes this level of storage less 
than 100 percent secure, simply 
hiding a gun in your home isn’t 
an option. 

“The next level of security is 
securing the gun from use but not 
from access,” Pincus said. “That 
will be something like a cable 
lock or a trigger lock. However, 
I don’t recommend these options 
for defensive guns, because they 
tend to be slow and cumbersome 
to remove, and they involve a lot 
of fine motor skills.”

3. Quick Access
The next level of security, Pincus 

said, is a quick-access safe.
“This is not a vault,” he said. 

“There is no 100 percent solution 
to firearm security. If you give 
someone a sledge hammer and 
enough time with one of these 
small safes, they will be able to 
break into it. But it is a way to 
ensure that kids, their friends or 
the plumber doesn’t have access to 
the gun.”

This secures a gun in what 
Pincus considers a “reasonable 
way.”

“What’s really nice about this 
for a defensive firearm is that 
inside of that quick-access safe, 
the gun can be loaded, loaded 
and chambered, or unloaded 
with a loaded magazine next to 
it,” he said. “You can have your 
flashlight in there. The tools that 
you need to defend yourself can 
be staged and either immediately 
ready or very easy to make ready 
inside of that quick access safe, 
and you don’t have to worry about 
fumbling with a trigger lock or a 
cable lock.”

Pam Leist, an NRA Certified 
Instructor in White Lake, MI, 
said she has one of these small 
safes.

“It’s easily accessible, and the 
gun is fully loaded and ready to 
use,” she said. “Portable safes are 
very handy and can be stored 
wherever it’s convenient. I keep 
mine centrally located so if the 

doorbell rings I can go to the 
safe and have my firearm easily 
accessible.” 

Leist uses a safe that opens with 
a 6-digit code.

“When you are stressed, finding 
a key is not going to happen,” she 
said. “They’re not always where 
you are or where you need to be. I 
use one that has a finger pad on it, 
and a backup key I can use if for 
some reason the finger pad doesn’t 
work.”

Pincus said the cost of these 
small, quick access safes can range 
from $100 to $300 or a bit more. 

“The down side of these safes is 
that until recently, there weren’t 
any models that worked with long 
guns,” he said. “They were for 
pistols only. GunVault now has a 
quick access safe made for long 
guns called the TacVault.”

The newest technology on 
quick access safes, Pincus said, is 
the biometric scanner.

“Biometric scanners are the 
simplest of all systems as long as 
the technology works,” he said. 
“The technology has come a long 
way in the last couple of years; 
several of my quick-access safes 
are biometric safes. You scan your 
finger and the safe opens up, and 
you have access to that defensive 
tool without any combinations 
or cognitive activity and without 
having to use any fine motor skills 
at all.”

Goldstein agreed.
“A biometric safe is something 

you can just put your hand into,” 
she said. “Hornady also has a new 
product I think is really interesting, 
the RAPiD Safe, where you’re 
wearing a magnetic wrist band 
and you can just wave your hand 
in front of the locking mechanism. 
The RAPiD Safe presents your 

A small locking safe, secured to a closet floor, is one option for gun 
storage.

A locking compartment in a stair is an option for some people.
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firearm for you so all you have to 
do is grab it and go. In a stressful 
situation, the easier you can access 
your firearm, the better.”

The question of loaded or 
unloaded, Pincus said, is one that 
many people struggle with.

“My recommendation is 
to remember that you’re not 
counting on the condition of the 
gun to keep an unauthorized 
person from getting hurt,” he said. 
“You’re relying on controlling 
access to keep an unauthorized 
person from getting hurt or from 
hurting someone else. If you deny 
access, it doesn’t matter if the gun 
is stored with the ammunition 
or not.” The point of a defensive 
firearm is to have the ammunition 
right at hand, Pincus said; if 
you store them separately, you’ve 
defeated the purpose of having a 
defensive gun.

4. Full-sized safes
The next level of security in 

terms of access, Pincus said, is a 
full-sized safe.

“This is the big, heavy safe that 

is intended to keep guns from 
being stolen,” he said. A safe of 
this type may be entered by a key, 
a pushbutton combination, a dial 
combination, or another method.

“These keypads and dial 
combinations require more 
cognitive processing and fine 
motor skills to use than safes 
that just have a few buttons 
and a simple code you have to 
remember,” Pincus said. “So your 
firearm is very secure, and can 
be kept loaded or unloaded, or 
can be staged next to a loaded 
magazine that you’re going to use, 
but it’s going to be harder to get 
to. You also have less flexibility in 
terms of where you can put a large 
safe in your home, and obviously 
they’re much more expensive than 
a quick access safe.”

5. On your hip
One other option, Pincus said, is 

the option to carry in your home.
“If you have trained to carry a 

gun, you may choose to carry it 
inside,” he said. 

“That dramatically speeds up 

your response time, and expands 
the scenarios under which you 
could defend yourself and your 
family inside the home. You train 
for this just like you would for 
protection outside the home, but 
you’re carrying inside the home.”

Leist said that in order to be 
prepared for a situation, you must 
have your firearm with you.

“In my home I carry my gun 

just like I do away from home,” 
she said. “Someone can knock on 
the door and it can be someone 
who’s looking to come in. When 
you’re carrying it on you, nobody 
is going to take it away from you 
without your knowledge. That 
way you’re prepared to defend 
your family.”

W&G

Horandy’s RAPiD safe uses a biometric swipe card for access in this 
manufacturer’s photo. The biometric “key” can also be a wrist band. 

For some people, carry on the 
body at home may be the best 
answer. It’s an option that takes 
considerable practice,  but  can 
be the most practical solution for 
some people.
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The firing grip, the combat 
grip, the competitor’s grip. In 
essence they are all the same 
but the nuances of each should 
be understood. The grip on the 
handgun puts you in control. If 
you do not get it right, then trigger 
control and sight alignment mean 
little. The handgun will move 
about when you are firing. Recoil 
will beat you up rather than you 
controlling recoil. 

You must master the firing grip 
to control the handgun. The first 
lesson is to grasp the handgun high 
on the grip. The higher the grip 
the lower the bore is in relation to 
the bones of the arm. The higher 
the grip, the lower the axis of the 
bore and the less leverage for the 
muzzle to rise in recoil. The tang 
of the self-loading pistol is there 
for a reason and that reason is to 
stabilize the hand as you grasp the 

handgun. The firing grip is related 
to trigger control. When you are 
properly grasping the handgun, 
the trigger press will be more 
straight to the rear and smooth. 
A high grip, a straight to the rear 
trigger compression. When you 
are firing the self-loading pistol it 
is imperative you maintain a solid 
firing grip. If you do not, there is 
an excellent chance that the pistol 
will short cycle. If you do not 
provide an adequate platform for 
the handgun to maintain stability 
as the slide recoils then the pistol 
will short cycle and not feed 
properly. When the handgun is 
properly grasped the center line of 
the bore is lower and the handgun 
is lined up with the bones of the 
arm. All of this is essential for 
the handgun to function and to 
control recoil. 

The revolver grip is similar to 
the self-loading pistol grip. When 
the revolver is properly grasped, 

then the hand is also at the top 
of the grip. However, since there 
is no well-defined tang on the 
revolver grip, the design allows the 
shooter to place the hand in the 
wrong firing position. If you place 
the hand too low on the revolver, 
then you are allowing the muzzle 
to rise to a greater extent. Unlike 
the semi-auto, the revolver will 
not jam as a result of a poor grip 
but you will have problems with 
trigger control and recoil control. 
The hand should be high on the 
revolver grip with the palm at the 
top of the back strap. If you hold 
the revolver too high, with the 
palm of the hand over the back 
strap, there is a chance you will tie 
the revolver up as the hammer will 
move so far to the rear and then 
catch the web of the hand. When 
I trained folks to use revolvers we 
called this ‘heeling’. Holding the 
revolver with the hand this high 
also results in a high hit on the 

target or a miss. 
The best and simplest way to 

attain the correct grip pressure 
for all around shooting is to grasp 
the handgun as tightly as possible 
and squeeze hard until your 
hand trembles. Then back off 
and you have your proper firing 
grip. If you are firing a target .22 
with a crisp trigger then you do 
not need a very tight grip, only 
“tight enough.” But I counsel my 
students to always maintain the 
proper grip even when training 
with light kicking rimfire pistols 
and this will preserve the grip 
for all types of handguns. Train 
as you fight, and training with a 
loose grip with the .22 isn’t a good 
thing. When you are firing in 
practice you may not necessarily 
always use the “death grip,” but 
use a grip that is comfortable for 
range use. As long as the position 
of the hand as defined earlier is 
correct then you will not have a 

problem controlling the handgun. 
The competitor’s grip is one in 
which the shooting hand is held 
firm but comfortably with greater 
force exerted by the support hand. 

For many shooters this works well 
in practice. 

The strength of the grip may 
be determined in part by the 
handgun. As an example, as a 
long time shooter that often fires 
one to two hundred rounds in a 
range session, I prefer a heavy 
handgun that absorbs more 
recoil. I do not simply practice 
with these handguns, I carry 
them. The Kimber Eclipse I often 
deploy weighs thirty-nine ounces. 
The trigger compression is four 
pounds and a very clean break. 
The Kimber CDP I often carry 
breaks at just over four pounds 
but weighs twenty-eight ounces. If 
you are using a double-action-only 
pistol with a trigger compression 
that demands eight pounds of 
pressure and the handgun weighs 
twenty-eight ounces you must 
stabilize a lighter handgun against 
a heavier pull. As an example, 
the backup revolver I often carry 
weighs but sixteen ounces while 

The Firing Grip:
Maintaining the Proper Hold 

This shooter is demonstrating excellent control during a speed drill. 
Note spent case in the air. 

This shooter is mastering the combat grip. She has a firm hold and is 
using the thumbs-forward grip. 

Always practice the grip for an individual handgun before proceeding 
to fire. It is best to be familiar with the handgun before pulling the 
trigger. 
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the trigger action is some twelve 
pounds. Naturally the force of 
the grip to maintain a steady hold 
as you press the trigger is greater 
with the lighter gun with the 
heavier trigger. 

I mentioned the competitor’s 

grip and the greater pressure in 
one hand than the other. The 
importance of the grip is realized 
in firing at longer ranges and 
hitting small targets. Even at 
combat range, five to seven yards, 

you will miss if you do not apply 
the fundamentals. The greater 
the range, the more of a need 
for a consistent grip. And that is 
a key to accurate fire. The grip 
must be consistent. Light or heavy 
pressure, played off in one hand or 
the other as far as pressure goes, 
the grip must always be consistent. 

When you are holding the 
pistol firmly you are less likely to 
accidentally drop the pistol. You 
are also less likely to be relieved of 
your handgun by a gun grabber. 

The proper grip not only controls 
recoil, but you are managing 
the sights. The sights would 
be misaligned if the handgun 
isn’t lined up properly with the 
bones of the hand. Hold the gun 
as tightly as you are able and 
concentrate on the sight picture. 
The firmer the grip the less likely 
you will experience milking or 
sympathetic reaction. This occurs 
when the fingers including the 
pinky finger in particular move 
in unison with the trigger finger. 

The trigger finger is pressing the 
trigger to the rear and the lower 
digits also move in sympathy with 
the trigger action. This results in 
an improper trigger action and 

shifting of the handgun in the 
hand. This sympathetic action is 
called milking as it resembles the 
action taken in milking a cow. In 
my experience the firmer the grip 
the less likely you are to milk the 
grip. These grip fundamentals 
must be mastered in order to 

perform the simple task of hitting 
what you are shooting at. 

When you are combat firing you 
will always keep a firm and steady 
grip and maintain control of the 
handgun. Follow through is simply 
maintaining control during recoil. 
Always maintain the grip after 
firing. Keep the grip solid because 
after you control recoil you may 
have to deliver addition shots. As 
the gun recoils, ideally, you are also 
allowing the trigger action to reset. 
Another important consideration is 
thumb position. The thumb over 
thumb technique affords a very 
strong strengthening of the grip. 
The thumb over the thumb grip 
solidifies the grip. Some prefer the 
thumbs forward grip, which they 
feel allows for greater speed to the 
target as the thumbs point toward 
the target. And frankly I have to 
admit despite the fact that I use the 
thumbs forward grip successfully 
with my 1911 handguns it doesn’t 
always work as well with other 
types of handguns. So, the thumb 
locking the other thumb down 
technique is a good one that gets 
the average shooter up to speed and 

shooting well quickly. Also, those 
with long fingers will not wish to 
use the thumbs forward grip with 
a revolver such as the snubnose .38 
that has a relatively short cylinder. 

There is a very real possibility that 
powder gas escaping from the barrel 
and cylinder gap will injure your 
fingers. So, for those just beginning 
the locked thumb technique is the 
best for most grip styles. 

The role of the support hand 
is very important. You are not 
going to achieve machine rest like 
accuracy—but then some come 
very close. The goal is to have 
back to forward pressure; pressure 
coming back into the gun and 

that the grip be very consistent. It 
is as if you are boxing the gun in 
and controlling the movement of 
the gun but only allowing a little 
movement during recoil. The firing 
grip is the foundation for all of this 
and must be consistent. What is 
most important isn’t how little the 
gun moves but that the movement 
is the same for shot after shot. 

It is also very important to 
realize that the firing grip resides 
in the hands, not the arms and 
shoulders. Tensing the arms too 
much or attempting to use the 
shoulders to lever the firing grip 
are counter-productive. The 
firing grip isn’t dependent upon 
the arms or shoulders. You also 
must be careful not to exert too 
much lateral pressure from the 
support hand. The support hand 
should never touch the frame or 
slide of the handgun but only the 
firing hand. The thumb into the 
handgun will cause a malfunction 
as the slide is slowed or in some 
cases the support-hand thumb 
may meet the slide lock and 
lock the slide back during recoil. 
Keep the support-firing hand 
consistently on the firing hand 
and away from the gun’s controls. 

Physics are simple. The 
handgun recoils toward the lower 
mass, which is the gun hand when 
you are firing with only one hand. 
That is why a two-hand grip is so 
important. The thumbs forward 
grip and proper hand placement 
simply means that you have greater 
control over the gun and greater 
control in recoil. Making the first 
hit and getting back on target is 
what counts. Work on the proper 
grip in dry fire and execute what 
you have learned on the range. It 
all begins with mastering the grip.

W&G

In this image the shooter has the proper firing grip and after pressing 
the trigger the firearm remains on target with proper follow through. 

With the proper firing grip, the 
recoil of the .45 ACP may be 
controlled and rapid follow-up 
shots are not only possible but 
easy enough for anyone with 
normal strength. 

Note the shooter has a good 
firing grip and that the hand is all 
of the way at the top of the tang 
during firing. 

Emily Campbell is demonstrating the proper grip and also trigger 
discipline. 

Note the proper firing grip and 
spent case in the air.
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By Cherie Jones

Fifteen percent of guns now 
have lasers fitted. While this 
is a remarkable number, Kent 
Thomas, Marketing Manager 
for Crimson Trace, says it’s still 
a long way from their goal. My 
daily carry gun has a laser and 
my husband, Dick, has one on 
his daily carry gun as well. In our 
shooting classes, we emphasize 
the value of using the sights but 
we also acknowledge that more 
than half of defensive firearm use 
involves low light situations. 

This is exactly what Crimson 
Trace was thinking of when the 
idea for the Midnight 3 Gun 

Invitational was conceived. While 
we all know lasers and lights on 
guns are a benefit, there is little 
practical demonstration of this 
in shooting competitions. The 
marketing team at Crimson 
Trace thought a high profile 
competition using lights and 
lasers might demonstrate just how 
good their products really are and 
in 2012 they held the only three 
gun competition in the world shot 
in total darkness. 

Shooting began at 9:00 in 
the evening and continued on 
until the scheduled stages were 
completed. Competitors used 
their own guns complemented 
with lights and lasers as well as 

sponsor guns included to make 
things more interesting. Top prize 
money was $6,000 for the win, 
upped to $10,000 if the winner 
used Crimson Trace products on 
his gun. Winner Daniel Horner, 
complied and took home the big 
check for $10K. Other shooters 
visited the prize table and it was a 
generous prize table indeed, with 
sponsors throwing in a lot of great 
products; everyone came home 
with a great prize. 

Of the nine stages of the M3GI, 
almost every possible low light 
situation was covered. There were 
thermal image shots provided by 
FLIR at ranges of as much as 200 
yards and a night vision shoot 

house scenario. There were stages 
that required serious accuracy 
and some that were more speed 
oriented. Some were thrown in 
to make the event more fun to 

shoot, like shooting two close 
range targets with a full auto FN 
SCAR and dusting a car with a 
40mm grenade launcher. In broad 
daylight most of the stages would 

have been quite simple, but the 
lack of light created a whole series 
of challenges you simply can’t 
imagine without experiencing 
them. Any malfunction became 
a totally different situation in 
darkness. Negotiating the stage in 
the dark required concentration 
normally reserved for the strategy 
of shooting the stage, and locating 
the next targets to engage required 
a much higher level of orientation 
than in daylight.

While Crimson Trace doesn’t 
make products for competitive 
shooters, they know competitive 

shooting is a great way to simulate 
stress. Of course, a competitive 
event doesn’t generate as much 
stress as a real life or death 
situation, but stress is involved. 
When issues of reduced light 
and stress are combined, the 
likely result is impaired shooting 
performance. The object of M3GI 
is to illustrate how the ability to 
see the target clearly and where 
the gun is pointed is a tremendous 
advantage under such situations, 
and lights and lasers provide that 
advantage.

The prize table at M3GI was 
covered with great products 
furnished by the sponsors and 
there was a media event to 
demonstrate many of the products 
with the benefit of daylight on 
Thursday afternoon, and I got to 

Midnight Three Gun Match
Pierces the Night 

Author was familiar with Colts CRP18, one of 
the best AR15s she has ever had the pleasure 
to shoot. Accurate and with a great trigger and 
soft shooting, it will do almost everything you 
can ask of a Modern Sporting Rifle. 

As the desert sun goes down, the desert fun begins.

Kitri McGuire (left) shows author the Led Lenser D14. It’s the ultimate 
down and dirty emergency light. Waterproof and durable, it will 
survive in jungle downpours or desert dust and provides powerful 
and reliable illumination. 

The Danner Rivot boot in the 
Oregon Badlands.
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try many of them.
When you spend several hours 

on your feet walking across the 
desert floor in the dark, you 
can appreciate good boots. My 
husband and I both wore the 
Danner Rivot boot for our time 
in the dark desert and I found 
them to be the most comfortable 
boots I can remember wearing. 
Made in Portland, OR, just a 
couple of hours away from Bend 
where the M3GI was held, the 
Rivot TFX GTX meets AR-670-1 
requirements for optional military 
footwear. It has 400 grams of 
Thinsulate Ultra Insulation for 
lightweight warmth in the cold 
desert night. It’s 100% waterproof 
and the breathable GORE-TEX® 
liner is engineered to keep your 
feet dry and comfortable—even 
in extreme conditions. They have 
Danner’s Speed lacing system for 
a secure fit, and a Polyurethane 
footbed that provides superior 
shock absorption with an 
additional layer of open cell 
construction for improved air 

circulation. Great boots that 
needed no breaking in and were 
comfortable for hours are what 
Danner is all about. 

Using the metal treatment 
expertise developed by parent 

company H&M Metals, Rubber 
City Armory is now selling 
an enhanced bolt carrier and 
all associated parts as well as 
complete assembled carriers. The 
Black Nitride treatment makes the 
parts self-lubricating. Recently the 
company developed a low mass, 
competition carrier and they were 
on display and seeing service in 
AR platform guns during M3GI. 
The company fielded a full team 
of shooters including Operations 
Manager, Chris Cerino, and 
company president, Shade 
McMillian. Chris’s, son, Colton 
and wife, Michelle, made up the 
rest of the team.

Otis Technologies was 
introducing the Ripcord, a new 
one pass cleaner from Otis. It 
comes in 36” or 20” length, 
depending on caliber, and is 
available for 5.56, 7.62, 9mm, 
and .45. It’s a breech-to-muzzle, 
one pass system using the same 

Otis cable but covered in a rubber 
molding. To clean chamber and 
bore the cable is covered with a 
braided Nomex fiber that does 
an aggressive cleaning job. The 
fibers resist 700 degrees of heat so 
there’s no danger in using it in a 
hot barrel. It’s just the thing for a 
quick pass down the barrel in the 
desert dust. 

During the first night, Dick had 
a problem with the rail coming 
loose on his Colt CRP18. He’d 
hastily attached the section of rail 
to hold his Crimson Trace vertical 
grip laser and light combination 
and the airplane ride had 
somehow loosened the screws. He 
carries a standard Leatherman any 
time he has his pants on, but he 
had no way to tighten the hollow 
hex screws. One of the range 

officers came to the rescue with a 
Leatherman MUT.

MUT stands for Military Utility 
Tool. Made to supply everything 
the professional needs on the field 
in the way of small tools, the MUT 
is tailor made for just such a task. 
There’s an outside accessible blade 
and saw strap cutter, a hammer as 
well as driver blades. There’s also 
a disassembly punch for AR rifles 
that can be unscrewed, and you 
can screw other accessories into it. 
Thankfully, the range officer had 
the bit kit with both metric and 
inches bits and he saved the day. 
Incidentally, Leatherman now 
has a bumper sticker that states, 
“I have a Leatherman and I can 
help”. So true. The MSRP on the 
MUT is about $150 with the bit 
kit available for about $10.

Of course, flashlights are 
invaluable in desert darkness 
and Led Lenser has a new light 
called a D14 dive light. It’s fully 
submersible to IPI 8. Meant for 
SCUBA diving use, it generates 
about 400 lumens. While there 
was little chance for submersion, 
waterproof lights can handle 
every possible survival situation 
and make great sense for extreme 
use. I particularly liked the easy to 
manipulate switch that can easily 
be activated wearing gloves. 

Led Lenser, a Leatherman 
Tool Group, Inc. company, 
produces lights and headlamps for 
everything from camping, diving, 
running, hunting and fishing to 

Leatherman’s MUT is designed to cover emergencies with your 
firearm or any other situation. At three inches closed and just eleven 
ounces, it can go with you anywhere. 

Redfield Battlezone rimfire scope was the perfect complement to a 
10/22 for plinking or hunting. The BDC dial worked perfectly on long 
range rimfire shots at targets provided by MGM. 

Midnight Guns
Continued on Page 42
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every time they get to go hunting. 
They’ve hunted deer and turkeys 
and they just went pheasant 
hunting. They’re pretty good with 
their guns.”

Glosan said Camp Compass 
has enriched her girls’ lives 
tremendously.

“John Annoni is very good with 
them,” she said. “Any time any 
of these girls have any kind of 
problem, he is there. I’ve gone to 
him several times; he’s someone I 
know I can go and speak to any 
time about anything, and he will 
sit down and talk with them and 
find out what’s going on. It doesn’t 
matter whether it’s school related 
or a personal issue; he’s always 
there. I wish I had it in me to do 
what he does.”

One of the big things her 
daughters have learned from being 
involved in Camp Compass, 
Glosan said, is respect.

“That’s respect for everybody, 
including themselves,” she said. 

Another thing they’ve learned is 
responsibility.

“They know what they need 
to do, too,” she said. “They have 
to get their camp stuff together, 
their hunting stuff together if 

Women&Guns

By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

A good teacher’s nature is to 
care about the future; after all, she 
is training our future leaders and 
citizens. But even among good 
teachers there are those who stand 
out from the crowd because they 
not only care about the future, 
they help shape it.

John Annoni, an educator in 
the Allentown School District in 
Pennsylvania, has gone beyond 
shaping the future of his students. 
He has started an effort that is 
involving the entire shooting 
and hunting community, and 

ultimately could change the 
dialogue about firearms in this 
country.

Annoni grew up in Allentown 
where—with limited resources—
he never was able to hunt and fish 
the way he wanted to. Nonetheless, 
he craved time away from the 
city, and turned to resources such 
as books, outreach programs, 
relatives and neighbors to learn 
about the outdoors.

When Annoni started teaching 
in the early 1990s, he wanted to 
make that outdoor experience 
available to his students. He 
wanted to create a program that 

would educate students about the 
value of conservation and show 
them the many opportunities 
outside their urban environment.

“I wanted to give kids who don’t 
have exposure to the outdoors and 
firearms the opportunity to learn 
about the outdoors and about 
gun safety,” Annoni said. “There 
are plenty of athletic programs 
in the city. Ultimately, though, 
hunting is the most athletic 
activity because you’re competing 
against Mother Nature. For a lot 
of kids the books don’t cut it and 
kids aren’t motivated in school. 
I thought maybe spending some 

time with them outside of the 
classroom walls could make a 
difference.”

In 1994, Annoni and some of 
his students began developing a 
conservation curriculum that he 
could use after school. Annoni 
wanted a curriculum that students 
of all ages could connect with and 
that would transcend ethnicity 
and economics; he has succeeded 
beyond anything he could have 
imagined when he began. Over 
time what began as a conservation 
enrichment program grew into 
a federally recognized 501c3 
organization that he named 
“Camp Compass.”

Nikole Glosan’s three daughters, 
ages 15, 16 and 17, are involved in 
Camp Compass.

“It’s a very interesting program, 
especially for girls,” she said. 
“I always wanted to teach my 
daughters that it’s not all about 
playing basketball and soccer. 
This is something interesting that 
will be good for them later in life. 
Shooting is a good skill to learn, 
because we have no clue what’s 

going to happen in the future in 
this world.”

Glosan said one thought she had 
as a parent is that the exposure 
her daughters would get to the 
outdoors also would toughen 
them up.

“Plus they get to go on 
adventures, and to shoot, and to 
get excited,” she said. “They’ve 

gotten into hunting. My dining 
room right now is Camp Compass, 
with deer heads and turkeys. They 
love doing it, and they get excited 

Two Million Bullets
John Annoni with some of the kids from Camp Compass. Photos 
courtesy Camp Compass

Shooting clays is one of the activities at Camp Compass.  

On the rifle range at Camp Compass.
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they’re going on a hunting trip. 
They also mentor the younger 
kids that come in starting at 6th 
grade.”

Yashira Caballero was a part 
of the Camp Compass program 
when she was in high school. Now 
27, she is planning on putting her 
three children—two girls and a 
boy—through the program when 
they’re old enough.

“I got involved when I was in 
the 6th grade,” she said. “I was 
chosen to participate because of 
my grades. I went hunting, and we 
did sporting clays, duck hunting, 
and whitewater rafting. I can’t 
wait to have my daughters in it.”

Caballero said she grew up as 
the child of a single mother, and 
without Camp Compass would 
have had no exposure to the 
outdoors.

“I didn’t know anything about 
the outdoors,” she said. “John 
Annoni introduced me to what’s 
out there. He was a role model and 
a father figure to me. I looked up 
to him, and I knew I had to keep 
my grades up to stay in Camp 

Compass.”
In fact, Caballero said, being 

involved with Camp Compass 
changed her life.

“I grew up with two brothers,” 
she said. “I got an Associate 
degree in the medical field, but 

only one of my brothers finished 
high school. I believe that if the 
older one had been in the camp he 
would have stayed in school.”

Caballero’s children are quite 
young, so she has had to reduce 

her outdoor activities for a while. 
“Once my kids are old enough, 

I’ll be back out there,” she said. 
Over the years, Annoni has 

developed a reputation for reaching 
students that other teachers find 
difficult or impossible.

“I’ve taught every age from 
3rd grade to 8th grade,” he said. 
“This year I’m teaching 6th grade 
science and reading, as well as 
working with particular kids who 
are sent to me.”

That breadth of experience has 
helped Annoni shape what Camp 
Compass has become. Today, it 
is much more than just an after 
school curriculum. It’s a unified 
effort that introduces urban 
students in grades five through 
twelve to outdoor activities of all 
kinds, including shooting and 
hunting. During camp sessions, 
students interact with many 
community businesses and role 
models that they might not 

otherwise encounter; these sessions 
broaden their understanding 
of the outdoors and enhance 
their overall education. Camp 
Compass also dispels many of the 
myths about shooting, hunting 

and conservation, and creates a 
population of students who can 
form educated opinions about 
such topics.

“We have a physical space that 
runs outside traditional school 

hours,” Annoni said. “We have 
about 30 partners across the 
United States that offer our kids 
opportunities when they earn 
them. Mossy Oak, Under Armor 
and Leupold are our biggest 
three partners.” Other partners 
include Delta Waterfowl, Ducks 
Unlimited, National Wild Turkey 
Federation, Rocky Mountain 
Elk Foundation, Sertoma Club, 
Jaycees, Lion’s Club and Safari 
Club International.

Camp Compass has continued 
to expand and grow over the years, 
and now is a 501c3 organization, 
Two years ago, the program took 
another huge step in growth 
with the development of the Two 
Million Bullets campaign.

“One thing we’re realized is 
that unless people are thinking 
about children and the future of 
the outdoors, they aren’t going to 
act on that,” Annoni said. “We’ve 

tried saying, ‘If you want our 
heritage to survive, you’ve got to 
spend more than one day in the 
woods with kids,’ but it doesn’t 
work. There’s got to be a line 
drawn in the sand where people 
who say they care stand on one 
side and start giving back, and 
everyone else stands on the other 
side and just are takers. If we truly 
want the Second Amendment 
and our hunting heritage and 
culture to continue, we can’t just 
keep taking. We need to be sure 
that what we’re taking from is 
sustainable.”

When he says that, Annoni said, 
he’s not talking just about the 
wildlife we hunt.

“Let’s face it,” he said. “I love the 
National Wild Turkey Federation, 

because we love killing turkeys. 
But if I have to choose between 
mentoring a kid and hunting a 
turkey, the kid wins every time. 
If we make any other choice, 
we’re working for PETA. There 
are a lot of good conservation 
organizations, but animals are 

their priority. Unless we make our 
kids the true priority, we’re not 
going to win this fight.”

Annoni already was rolling this 
thought around, and thinking 
about how to approach the 
problem, when he reached a 
watershed moment in his life. One 
of his students, a young man who 
Annoni had mentored and with 
whom he had become very close, 
was murdered when he stopped to 
help a friend.

“At his funeral, a thought began 
to consume me,” he said. “I 
thought, ‘I wish I could buy that 
bullet back. I wish I could have 
become that bullet and saved his 
life.’”

From that thought came the 
idea for a new effort called Two 

Million Bullets. 
“I want to build a coalition of 

people who will show their support 
by wearing an orange ribbon,” he 
said. “A ribbon in society means 

Camp Compass participants work out how to lace up a boot.

A successful deer hunt at Camp Compass; four of the five got their 
deer. 

Updated Two Million Bullets 
Logo.

Deer hunt participants, Camp Compass.

2 Million Bullets
Continued on Page 43
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By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

Taking Your First Shot: A 
Woman’s Introduction to Defensive 
Shooting and Personal Safety, 
book by Lynne Finch, ISBN 978-
1-62087-717-3, from Skyhorse 
Publishing, Inc., 307 West 36th 
Street, 11th Floor, Dept. WG, 
New York, NY 10018, 212-643-
6816, $14.95.

It seems as though lately, every 
time you turn around, there’s 
another introduction-to-guns 
book, many of which purport to 
be directed particularly towards 
women. So, before you roll your 
eyes and groan, “another one!”…
this one is different.

Written in the first person, by 
a woman, to women, this book is 
both enjoyable to read, and packs 
a ton of information. With a 
forward by Kathy Jackson (author 
of The Cornered Cat), Finch takes 
us, the novice/first time shooter 
and herself on a journey from 
ground zero to competent shooter, 
competitor, and instructor. This 
author, Lynne Finch, is an NRA-
certified instructor, a pepper spray 
instructor, teaches in Northern 
Virginia, and writes a popular blog 
at femaleandarmed.blogspot.com.

In a scant 145 pages, this easy 
reading book covers the gamut of 
everything from firearm operation, 
finding an instructor, training, 
ammunition selection, concealed 
carry, cleaning, situational 
awareness, to secondary defensive 
tools, both lethal and non-lethal, 
flashlights, and physical resistance. 
A breath of fresh air.

The section on concealed carry 
is very good, going through all 
the various options, both on and 
off body, their pros and cons, 
and options for clothing choices. 
Finch likens getting used to 
concealed carry to getting used 
to wearing a bra for the first 
time. I’ve never thought of it that 
way, but, it makes sense (well, as 
much sense as it can to someone 
who’s never gone through that 
adjustment). While she assures the 
reader that carrying will become 

comfortable, I’m not certain that 
it will become completely so. As 
Clint Smith states, it’s supposed to 
be comforting, not comfortable.

Finch also covers security, 
planning, “hardening” your home, 
and how to instruct your family 
members to react in a confrontation 
(such as not having a non-shooting 
husband hide behind you—get to 
cover somewhere else). The book 
ends with a ten page Glossary of 
Terms, a nice touch.

All in all, you get a huge amount 
of information in a brief book, well 
worth the $15 for those novice 
shooters, those thinking about it, 
instructors, and you yourself.

Fourth Edition: Blue Book of 
Tactical Firearms Values, book 
by S.P. Fjestad, ISBN 978-1-
936120-38-0, from Blue Book 
Publications, Inc., 8009 34th 
Avenue South, Suite 250, Dept 
WG, Minneapolis, MN 55425, 
952-854-5229, email: support@
bluebookinc.com, $29.95.

S.P Fjestad and Blue Book 
Publishing is extremely well 
known by most, and many 
consider it the “bible” when it 
comes to used firearm values. 
For the last few years they have 
been publishing this additional 
reference book with an exhaustive 
compilation of information and 
values of tactical handguns, rifles 
and shotguns. At 527 pages, this 
volume is large, not only in page 
count but also in physical size—
impressive to say the least.

Tactical Firearms starts off with 
a how-to-use-it section, a pictorial 
nomenclature section, a Glossary 
of terms, Abbreviations, and then 

Books & Videos
Grading and Condition standards 
before getting into the meat of the 
book. And that is page upon page, 
alphabetically by manufacturer, of 
all the values of all their various 
models, categorized by percentage 
grading (New/Perfect = 100% 
to Fair with a range of 20 to 
60%). There are descriptions, 
manufacturing dates, additions for 
certain options, and, in general, 
just a wealth of information for a 
nominal $30.

The Blue Book of Tactical 
Firearms Values finishes with three 
Trademark Indexes with addresses, 
phone numbers, web sites and 
emails for firearms, ammunition, 
and accessories, a BATFE Guide, 
and, finally, an Index.

If you’re in the market for a 
used tactical firearm, interested 
in selling yours, or just like being 
well-informed and being able to 
conveniently look things up, this 
is the book for you.
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TN Cop Fired After
Engaging Squirrel

Here’s another oddball item 
from the “Humans vs. Wildlife” 
file.

A Tennessee police officer was 
fired after displaying “heavy 
force” in an attempt to rid a 
Dollar General Store of a squirrel, 
according to WBIR in Knoxville.

The incident occurred Oct. 17 
in Mountain City, where police 
documents indicate, now-former 
Officer Jody Putnam found 
himself at the right place at the 
right time. Or the wrong place at 
the wrong time.

The report states that Putnam 
happened to be inside the Dollar 
General Store at the same time 
employees noticed a squirrel. 
That’s when Putnam sprang into 
action, discharging his firearm 
at the squirrel inside the store. 
Unsuccessful, he moved on to 
option 2: pepper spray.

Customers fled the store, 
“coughing and hacking,” 
according some reports.

In Mountain City, as in most 
jurisdictions, whenever officers 
discharge their weapons, they are 
required to file a written report. 
When Putnam refused, he was 
dismissed.

W&G

help me get my conceal weapons 
permit and is the first to insist on 
me carrying my gun anywhere me 
or us go. Congrats (on) getting 
one of the same guns we have. My 
vote is your(s).”

Another woman wrote, “Gov., I 
so support your right to want and 
receive a way to (protect) yourself 
and your family!! I hope you enjoy 
shooting your gift. I know it must 
give your husband a sense of peace 
to know that you can protect 
yourself!”

And a third woman posted, “I 
for one love your present, every 
woman should have one and know 
how to use it!”

Haley’s gift gun made headlines 
on several network and cable news 
broadcasts, as well as most major 
newspapers.

The gun flap may help define 
her during the 2014 re-election 
campaign. It should certainly 
help her on the jobs and economy 
issues. Even many of the 
media reports took note of her 
successes in luring several gun 
manufacturers and wholesalers 
to the Palmetto State, companies 
that were feeling unwelcome in 
anti-gun states such as New York 
and Connecticut.

Haley and other governors of 
gun-friendly states have been 
actively encouraging investment 
and job creation by firearms-
related businesses, while those 
of Colorado, Connecticut and 
New York have shrugged off their 
losses, or potential losses.

The governors of those states 
seem to be insensitive to the jobs 
issue as much as they are the self-
defense issue.

W&G

Haley’s Gun
Continued from Page 6

[H]istory, consensus, and simple 
common sense do not remotely 
support New Jersey’s law, a 
relatively modern and intensely 
controversial regulation that exists 
in only a small handful of states’.”

“It is time for the high court 
to clarify that the right to bear 
arms does not stop at someone’s 
front door,” Gottlieb observed. 
“What other constitutional right 
is confined to one’s house? The 
Second Amendment was never 
meant to be encumbered with 
such a limitation, and it cannot 
possibly be interpreted that way, 
but it will take a Supreme Court 
ruling to convince lower courts 
and anti-gunners, and put this 
debate to rest.”

W&G

Supreme Court
Continued from Page 9
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LegallySpeaking
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Considerations

By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

“So, why do you want to carry a 
gun? You want to kill someone?”

“No,” I told the reporter, “it 
is because I do not want to be a 
victim.”

If you are thinking about 
carrying a gun for self-defense, 
you may have read or taken 
courses on handgun tactics. 
There are, however, other things 
you must think about such as the 
moral and legal implications of 
carrying a gun. 

No sane person wants to kill 
anyone. If you use a gun for self-
defense, your object is to stop 
someone from attacking you or 
some other person. You apply the 
amount of force needed to achieve 
that objective. You must then stop, 
no matter how angry you might 
be. Getting even is not legal. In 
the course of stopping an attack, 

you may very well kill or cripple 
your attacker even though that 
might not have been your intent. 
Long before any confrontation 
takes place, you must think about 
that possibility. If you are not 
mentally prepared to use the force 
needed to stop an attack, you 
should not carry a gun for defense 
because you might hesitate at the 
wrong moment.

If you use a gun for self-
defense, no matter what the 
circumstances, you could find 
yourself facing criminal charges 
or being sued by your attacker or 
his or her family.

The burden of proof, that 
is, the degree to which a jury 
must be convinced of a fact, is 
different in civil cases (a private 
suit for money) and criminal 
cases (the government putting 
you in jail.) In a criminal case, 
the government must convince 
the jury “beyond a reasonable 
doubt” that you were wrong 
in using the amount of force 
you used. In a civil case, the 
plaintiff ’s (the person who 
attacked you) lawyer only has 
to prove that it was “more 
likely than not” that you were 
in the wrong. A f inding of “not 
guilty” in a criminal case is not 
a f inding of innocence. It is a 
f inding that the government 
did not prove its case. A person 
might be found “not guilty” in 
a criminal case but still have a 
large money judgment entered 
against him or her in a civil 
case. 

Most insurance policies will 
not cover you if you commit an 

intentional, wrongful act. Thus, if 
you were hunting and accidentally 
shot a fellow hunter who was 
wearing one of those cute hats with 
fake antlers, your home owner’s 
policy might cover you because 
the shooting was accidental. This 
would be so even if you were 
charged criminally for reckless 
conduct. On the other hand, if 
you go after your neighbor with a 
baseball bat because he made lewd 
comments about you, chances are 
your insurance policy will not 
cover you. You should check the 
exclusions of your homeowner’s or 
apartment dweller’s liability policy 
to see what, if anything, might 
be covered if you use a weapon 
against someone else.

In many states, a homeowner can 
protect his or her primary residence 
by declaring a “homestead” on the 
property. The “homestead” is a 
statutory provision that exempts 
up to a specific sum of value in 
your home from being taken for 
debt that arises after the filing of 
the homestead. 

An asset protection method 
available to married couples is 
owning property as “tenants by 
the entirety.” This is a joint form of 
ownership that is only recognized 
between married couples. It holds 
that the debts of one spouse are 
not chargeable against the other. 
The spouse who dies first has no 
property interest in the property 
because the law automatically 
passes ownership to the surviving 
spouse. Thus, the debts of the 
first person to be deceased, die 
with that person. Unlike a pure 
joint ownership in which creditors 

can force a sale, a creditor can 
not force the sale of property 
held as “tenants by the entirety” 
unless the owners have given the 
creditor a mortgage secured by the 
property. 

Owning property using the 
“life estate” format can also be a 
protection from creditors. “Life 
estates” are often used by older 
people to avoid having their 
property go through probate 
court on death. It may also be 
appropriate if one of the owners 
is more likely to be sued than the 
other. In this form of ownership, 
the title to the property is 
divided. One person has the 
right to use the property for his 
or her life and the other has the 
right of possession after the death 
of the first. Creditors do not go 
after the “life tenant” because 
the interest of the life tenant is 
too speculative to be marketable. 
Although the “remainder man” 
(the person who gets the property 
after the death of the life tenant) 
has a defined interest, unless the 
life tenant is close to death, the 
remainder man’s interest has 
limited commercial value. The 
life tenant has the right to say who 
can live in the property during 
his or her life. Both parties have 
to sign a deed to sell the property.

Lawyers sometimes suggest 
that people put their property 
into a trust to protect it from 
creditors. Trusts are valuable 
tools to manage property that 
would otherwise have multiple 
owners, to act in place of a will, 
or to preserve assets. To be a 
protection against creditors, 
however, the property in a trust 
has to be out of the control of 
the person to be protected. In 
most cases, it must be in an un-

amendable, irrevocable trust. 
This is a major way to protect 
assets when people are concerned 
with nursing home costs but it is 
generally unattractive to younger 
families. Most people do not 
want to give up control over their 
assets to preserve their assets.

None of these asset protection 
methods will protect property 
if the owner has taken out a 
mortgage or home equity loan 
on the property, because of the 
way lenders write up the loan 
agreements. 

Asset protection is often the 
least of a gunowner’s worries if 
there has been a shooting. Unless 
there is insurance, the gunowner 
will willingly sell everything he or 
she has to pay legal bills in hopes 
of staying out of jail or defending 
against a civil suit. 

If you are going to carry a gun for 
self-defense, invest a little money in 
speaking to a gun friendly lawyer 
who is familiar with both the local 
laws governing gun ownership and 
rules of self-defense. Read reputable 
material on these subjects. Both the 
NRA and the Second Amendment 
Foundation are reputable sources. 
Although some non-lawyers are 
very knowledgeable about gun 
laws, there are many self appointed 
experts on the Internet who lack 
the background to understand the 
legal meaning and implication of 
the words they read. They are proud 
to give legal advice for nothing, 
but that is exactly what it is worth. 
Be very careful about people who 
claim to have found some legal 
way of avoiding the law. They are 
usually wrong. Police officers are 
some of the worst offenders in that 
area. Even well trained lawyers will 
differ on the meaning of the law. 
When dealing with the criminal 

law, it pays to stay well way from 
any gray areas. What a good 
lawyer will argue to get you out of 
trouble is not what a good lawyer 
will tell you to do to stay out of 
trouble. For the most part, when 
you read case law, you are reading 
the arguments of lawyers who are 
trying to get clients out of trouble. 
No matter how bright you are, 
keep in mind that lawyers spend 
three years of training to learn 
how to understand the law and 
the specialized meanings courts 
give to words. Good lawyers will 
then spend the rest of their lives 
studying the law.

If you use a gun for self-defense, 
you may suddenly find yourself 
in the spotlight. Your bumper 
sticker that reads “Shoot Looters,” 
or “One Shot, One Kill,” or some 
other “cute” saying, will end up on 
the front page of the newspapers 
to show what a violent person you 
really are. When the police arrest 
you at the scene with that slogan T 
shirt, someone will take a picture 
of it. The prosecutor will want to 
show that picture to the jury. The 
slogan may not seem funny to a 
juror if you have been charged 
with murder.

All activities have their special 
“dress.” When on the firing 
range or at a sporting event, 
sporting clothes are appropriate. 
In hunting season in the field, 
wearing camouflage is acceptable 
as are bathing suits on the beach 
or ski masks on ski slopes. 
Wearing waders while walking 
through Reno, or a bathing suit 
on 5th Avenue in New York, 
or a ski mask in a convenience 
store, is apt to cause other people 
to become concerned. There 
is nothing wrong with a jacket 
that says, “Springfield Rod and 
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Gun,” or a baseball hat that says 
“NRA.” However, when a person 
is covered with multiple patches 
and slogans, or looks like they 
have been living off the land in 
the woods for the last six months, 
or dresses in a black jumpsuit, 
he or she begins to look like an 
extremist. This is especially so, if 
the dress is out of place. 

Bottom line is that if you are 
arrested, you do not want to look 
like a “gun nut.” It does not play 
well to the jury. You want to look 
like an average citizen so the jury 
will empathize with you.

If you are involved in an 
incident in which you have used, 
or are accused of using, a gun, 
say as little as you can to the 
authorities. If there has been an 
incident, it needs to be reported. 
Your failure to report an incident 
could be taken as a sign of guilt. 
You must identify yourself and 
produce your license if it is asked 
for. If someone has been hurt, 
medical help needs to be sent for. 
If someone has run off, they need 
to be identified. If something 
has been taken, it needs to be 
identified. You must tell the 
police you are willing to co-
operate with them; however, you 
should also tell them that your 
attorney has told you to never 
make a statement without the 
lawyer being present. DO NOT 
LIE. It is much better to say you 
do not want to make a comment 
at that time. It is permissible to 
say, “I want to talk to my lawyer 
before giving you a statement.” 
DO NOT BOAST about how 
much you think you know 
about guns or self-defense. Avoid 
talking in slogans or acronyms 
used by gun enthusiasms. Most 
people are not impressed. Some 

will have no idea of what you are 
talking about. Others will take it 
as a sign that you are incapable of 
thinking for yourself. Other than 
saying you are hurt or need some 
medical attention or pointing 
out where evidence might be (he 
threw the knife in the bushes) 
or what the other person did (he 
came at me with a knife), the less 
you say the better.

Most police officers hear what 
they want to hear. It is not that 
they lie, it is just that they tend 
to think the world consists of two 
types of people, bad guys and 
police officers. Since you are not 
a police officer, you must be a bad 
guy with a gun. 

Be careful of what you put 
on the Internet or Facebook 
or in “the cloud.” You have no 
right of privacy in electronic 
communications. One of the first 
things the authorities may do is 
to try to get a search warrant for 
your computer. They will look 
for anything that could be used 
to embarrass you in front of the 
jury. They will twist anything 
they can. 

If you carry a high capacity 
handgun, someone will claim 
it is an assault weapon only 
good for killing people on the 
battlefield. It is a lot harder for 
them to make that claim if the 
gun you carry is the same model 
carried by your local or state 
police. Avoid equipment that has 
a name that could be twisted into 
sounding like you intended to 
cause unnecessary injury or you 
are connected with some gang 
or extremist group. Your hollow 
point ammo will be called “dum 
dums.” Your full-jacketed ammo 
will be called “cop killers.” 
Obviously you want something 

that works in your gun and has 
adequate stopping power at close 
ranges. Wadcutters or semi-
wadcutters work well in revolvers 
but not in semi-automatics. 
Glazer Safety Slugs sound nice. 
Using the same ammunition that 
some police agency uses is always 
a good fall back. Then there is 
the “dumb girl” defense (sorry 
guys this does not work well for 
you). “Gee, officer, I just used 
what the man at the counter of 
the gun store said I should use.” 
Never be too proud to admit 
ignorance. More people get in 
trouble by trying to impress 
others with their knowledge than 
by admitting they do not know. 

If there is a shooting, do all 
you can to preserve the evidence. 
Have a friend go to the location 
and take as many pictures as 
possible, noting the lighting, the 
location of streets, the locations 
of building and barriers, any 
marks that might be on the street 
or buildings, any person who 
would have been in a position to 
see what happened. If you have 
damaged clothes, keep them. If 
you have bruises, photograph 
them. If you have any injury, ask 
to be taken to a hospital to have 
it documented. You will probably 
feel light headed so it is not far-
fetched to tell the police you do 
not feel well and would like to 
get checked out by a doctor. Talk 
to a lawyer as soon as possible. 
Do not tell other people about 
the details of the incident as they 
can be forced to testify against 
you. Do not tell your lawyer 
the details of the incident over a 
police department or jail house 
phone. Many of those calls are 
recorded. Be careful about saying 
you’re “sorry.” It could be taken 

as an admission of wrongdoing. 
If you are arrested, do not tell 
your story to other people in the 
cell with you. Many street wise 
thugs will “rat” on you to gain 
points with the police.

Before you carry a gun for self-
defense, you need to know more 
than the tactical applications 
of gun use. You need to know 
the law in your area. You need 
to plan your tactics to stay well 
within the law. You need to work 
out all the moral implications. 
You need to think about what 
you would do if you were charged 
with a crime or sued for damages. 
You must conduct yourself in 
such a manner that if suddenly 
the spotlight of media attention 
were to be focused on you, there 
would be nothing to cause you 
embarrassment. All that would be 
found is a respected member of 
the community. 
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Last year saw an eight percent 
decline in the number of police 
officers killed in the line of duty, 
and that includes a whopping 
33% decline in the number of cops 
who died from gunshot wounds, 
according to the National Law 
Enforcement Officers Memorial 
Fund (NLEOMF), an independent 
organization that tracks law 
enforcement fatalities.

Last year, according to 
preliminary data compiled by 

Big Drop in Firearms
Line-of-Duty Deaths

NLEOMF, 33 officers died 
from firearms-related injuries, 
down from the 49 who were 
killed in 2012. The organization 
said “ambush attacks” were the 
leading circumstances of those 
fatal shootings, with seven officers 
murdered in ambushes.

Significantly, only six of the 
officers slain last year were 
killed with rifles of any kind. 
Two were killed with shotgun 
blasts. Nineteen were killed with 
handguns.

The greatest cause of on-the-
job fatalities were traffic-related, 
the organization reported. Last 
year, 46 officers died in traffic 
incidents, including 31 killed in 
crashes, another 11 who were 
struck and killed outside of their 
vehicles and four who died in 
motorcycle crashes.

According to The Guardian, last 
year’s fatalities in law enforcement 
was at a 54-year low. A total of 111 
police officers died in 2013 on the 
job, the lowest number since 1959, 
when 110 cops died while on duty.

Another publication, Shotgun 
News, suggested that several 
factors contributed to the decline 
in law enforcement deaths 
including better bullet-resistant 
protective equipment, better 
communications, improved 
training and tactics, better 
emergency medicine, increased 
incarceration, changes in 
demographics in crime-prone age 
groups and the use of specialized 
units to handle confrontations 
with armed suspects.
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BUMPER STICKERS
Let the “Gun Grabbers”
know where you stand!

$1.00 each • 6/$5.00 • 25/$15
Visa • MC • S&H-$1.50

12500 NE Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 454-4911 
FAX (425) 451-3959

CITIZENS COMMITTEE for
the RIGHT to KEEP and 

BEAR ARMS

Don’t Bother Me—
I’m Reloading!

Fight Crime
Shoot Back

Register Criminals
Not Firearms

Beware of Dog
He Eats Everything I Shoot

Soft Judges Make
Hard Criminals

Gun Control is 
A Steady Hand

Criminals Prefer
Unarmed Victims

A Man With A Gun
Has More Fun

A Lady With A Gun
Has More Fun

Crime Control
Not Gun Control

Guns Don’t Kill People
People Kill People

The Second Amendment
Ain’t About Duck Hunting
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) recently 
released the results of an early 
November survey that challenges 
the notion that an overwhelming 
majority of Americans want 
universal background checks, 
including at gun shows.

The scientific survey, conducted 
by the highly-respected firm 
McKeon and Associates, revealed 
“only four out of ten Americans 
support so-called ‘universal 
background checks’ at gun shows” 
after respondents were advised 
that the vast majority of those 
sales are transacted by licensed 
retailers who already conduct 
checks through the National 
Instant Check System (NICS).

Mike Bazinet, NSSF’s director 
of public affairs, told Women & 
Guns that this poll, conducted 
Nov. 6-7 among 1,200 Americans, 
has a margin of error of +/- 4.1%. 

Among the findings were that 
54% of the respondents do not 
think that requiring background 
checks between friends and family 
members would be effective at 
reducing violent crime.

“When properly informed of 
relevant details,” noted Larry 
Keane, NSSF senior vice president 
and general counsel, “it turns out 
that only four out of ten, not nine 
out of ten, Americans support 
so-called ‘universal background 
checks’ at gun shows or for firearms 
transfers. The poll also found 
that Americans want a National 

Instant Criminal Background 
Check System with a dependable 
and accurate database, which 
supports the goal of the FixNICS 
initiative we launched in 2013 and 
will continue in 2014.”

Perhaps as a signal of public 
discontent with the Obama 
administration’s handling of 
other domestic affairs, 59% of 
Americans are less likely to trust 
the government with an expanded 
background check, considering 
how the Obama administration 
has handled health care reform 
and spying on US citizens, the 
survey discovered.

“This was not a push poll,” he 
said, and to prove it, he supplied 
W&G with the questions. 

An overwhelming majority of 
respondents did not realize that 
when purchasing a firearm from 
a licensed retailer at a gun show, 
federal law requires an in-person 
FBI background check on that 
transaction. Fifty-three percent 
answered “no” and 30% did not 
know this. Gun control advocates 
have apparently succeeded in 
creating the false impression that 
gun show sales do not involve 
background checks. Once this is 
explained, attitudes about private 
transactions and gun shows 
change.

Here is how McKeon & 
Associates asked the question:

“When purchasing a gun from 
a licensed retailer, are you aware 
that federal law requires an IN-
PERSON FBI background check 
if the gun is purchased …

• At a retail store  68% Yes; 

27% No; 5% Don’t Know 
•At a gun show 17% Yes; 

53% No; 30% Don’t Know
•Online 52% Yes; 32% 

No; 16% Don’t Know
A follow-up question asked, “A 

vast majority of guns sold at gun 
shows are sold by licensed dealers 
who are required by federal law 
to conduct background checks 
before guns are sold. Do you 
believe additional federal laws like 
universal background checks are 
necessary for gun show sales?” 
Fifty-three percent answered “no” 
while 40% said “yes” and 7% 
didn’t know.

Much the same thing occurred 
earlier this year when PoliceOne, 
an organization with some 
400,000 registered members 
comprised of law enforcement 
professionals, did a survey to 
which more than 15,000 of its 
members responded.

In that survey, done in the 
spring, 71% of the respondents 
thought that a ban on the 
manufacture and sale of so-called 
assault weapons would have no 
effect on reducing violent crime. 
Slightly more than 60% thought 
passage of the White House’s 
proposed legislation would have 
no effect in improving officer 
safety.

Eighty percent of the PoliceOne 
respondents think casualties 
would be reduced if there had 
been legally-armed citizens 
present at one of the high-profile 

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

A political playbook for 
“progressive” candidates published 
in 2012 now has an addendum 
devoted entirely to gun control 
with advice on how to deliver a 
message that will appeal to people 
without creating a backlash.

The copyrighted guide, Voicing 
Our Values: A Message Guide 
for Candidates, was authored by 
Bernie Horn, a leading lobbyist 
who pushed for the passage of 
the 1993 Brady Law, and Gloria 
Totten, president of the Progressive 
Majority, a left-wing organization 
based in Washington, D.C.

There are seven sections in the 
gun control addendum:

•Gun Messaging
•How to introduce your 

argument
•About Background Checks
•About Military-Style Assault 

Weapons
•About High-Capacity 

Ammunition Magazines
•How to rebut common pro-

gun arguments
•Sources for more detailed 

talking points
Each one features talking points 

about what to say, and what 
language to avoid. For example, 
in the first section, readers are 
advised to not say “gun control” 
but to use the phrase “preventing 
gun violence.” Instead of “stricter 
gun laws,” the guide advises using 
“stronger gun laws.”

The addendum was at the 
center of an on-line 90-minute 
interactive seminar moderated by 
author Horn in early February.

Voicing Our Values: A 
Message Guide for Candidates 
is reminiscent of an 80-page 
document unearthed last summer 
by Alan Gottlieb, chairman of the 
Citizens Committee for the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms, that was 
titled, Preventing Gun Violence 
Through Effective Messaging. 
That revelation in The Gun 
Mag (thegunmag.com) spread 
swiftly through the gun rights 
community.

Probably by no coincidence, 
many of the talking points in 
both documents stress the same 
juggling of semantics while 
moving users toward the same 
goal of gun control.

There are some bits of 
misinformation. For example, 
in the section about so-called 
“assault weapons,” the addendum 
asserts, “We all know some 

weapons are too dangerous for 
civilian use. That’s why, for 
nearly 80 years, federal law has 
banned machineguns, sawed-off 
shotguns, silencers, very high-
caliber firearms, grenades and 
bombs.”

That is not true, and the firearms 
community knows it. Many private 
citizens own full-auto firearms and 
suppressors are in wide use by private 
citizens. All that is necessary is for 
the owners to register their firearms 
and suppressors in accordance with 
federal law.

Still, the rhetoric found in 
this seven-section gun control 
addendum appears to cover all the 
traditional talking points.

When discussing background 
checks, users are advised to say 
that background checks have 
blocked more than 1.5 million 
illegal gun sales over the past 
14 years. Then the authors 
acknowledge, “Nobody suggests 
this law will stop all criminals. To 
be successful, the law doesn’t have 
to. No law stops all crime.”

The document says many 
conservative groups and religious 
organizations support universal 
background checks “because it 
will save lives.”

In another section on how to 
rebut arguments from gun rights 
advocates, users are instructed on 
how to spin a conversation.

While the guide is copyrighted, 
visiting the Progressive Majority 
website will take people to a 
link where the guide may be 
downloaded.
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NSSF Poll Results Challenge 
Anti-Gunners on Background Checks

mass shootings in recent memory.
More than 79% did not think 

a federal law prohibiting private, 
non-dealer firearms transfers 
between individuals would reduce 
violent crime. More than 95% 
believed a ban on magazines that 
hold more than ten rounds would 
have no impact on violent crime.

A whopping 81.5% did not 
believe that gun “buybacks” or 
turn-ins have been effective in 
reducing so-called gun violence.

W&G

Progressive’s Group Pushes 
Gun Control Agenda with a Guide

Poll Results
Continued on Page 41

Poll Results
Continued from 40
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Midnight Guns
Continued from Page 29

industrial trades, DIY and law 
enforcement. Sizes range from 
keychain to 1000+ lumen heavy-
duty defense lamps. All lights are 
backed by a five-year warranty.

Leupold was at M3GI, both 
as a sponsor and to display 
their products. Of course, there 
were plenty of Leupold product 
mounted on the rails of the rifles 
in the competition as well. I was 
particularly interested in the 
new Redfield Battlezone Tactical 
scope. Leupold recently acquired 
the Redfield name and the new 
3-9 centerfire and 2-7 rimfire 
scopes, available with a mil-style 
reiticle with hash marks at 2 
minutes certainly look like they 
are living up to the legendary 
name. The Battlezone Rimfire 
comes with two dials, a ¼ minute 
graduated dial and a BDC dial set 

for 36 grain HP ammunition. The 
Centerfire comes with ¼ minute 
and BDC for 55-grain .223/5.56. 

This scope looks like real quality 
with solid clicks and resettable 
zeros. The Rimfire Battlezone 
sells at $130 and the centerfire 
around $200. 

The Colt CRP 18 is no stranger 
to our family. Dick used one on 
a dare in the 2012 National High 
Power Rifle Championships. No, 
he didn’t win but he managed a 
respectable fifth place score in Any 
Sight/Tactical, shooting a seven 
pound 18” barreled three gun rifle 
against 26” barreled 14 pound 
match guns. What makes the 
CRP so much fun to shoot is the 
almost completely absent recoil. 
While .223s don’t have heavy 
recoil, they do oscillate from the 
compression of the recoil spring 
and the sudden stop as the bolt 
carrier comes into battery. The 
CRP uses an externally adjustable 
gas adjustment that softens the 
recoil and gives the shooter the 
impression of shooting a loud, 
rimfire conversion. This is the 
very best out-of-the-box AR I’ve 
ever shot. The 1-6.5 Leupold on 

top certainly didn’t detract from 
the experience, either. 

During the media product 
afternoon, I spent some time with 
the FNS-9, the latest stainless 
steel slide/polymer frame, striker-
fired autoloader from FNH. It 
uses a double-action operation 
system with a manual safety. 
The trigger was pretty good for 
a double-action and recoil was 
easy to manage. I liked the front 
accessory mounting rail, loaded 
chamber indicator, and front and 
rear cocking serrations. Southpaws 
will like the ambidextrous safety, 
and magazine and slide releases. 
It has a magazine capacity of 17 
rounds.

SKB has been the provider of 
some of the best travel cases for 
guns anywhere. We used an SKB 
Three Gun case to get our guns 
to the M3GI. The new I series is 
a completely watertight case that 
comes in pink and is available 
in three sizes for pistols or as a 
three gun travel case. Because 
pressure changes on a flight could 
prevent opening because of the 
perfect seal, the series has an 
automatic pressure release. It has 
double lock locations with metal 
reinforcement and the latches 
are a lift release design that can’t 
accidentally come open. Price is 
$115for the large pistol case the 
medium case is $75 and the small, 
one pistol, case is $57. The rifle 
case is around $175.

There’s no substitute for real—
the field testing and M3GI was a 
great way to test new products in 
a real world, hostile environment 
and we certainly put a lot of gear 
to the test in the Oregon Badlands 
during the only in-the-dark Three 
Gun.
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The new Otis Ripcord is a one pass pull through cleaning system. 
Perfect for clearing desert dust or tropical moisture from a rifle or 
pistol barrel. 

Author found the FNH FNS9 to be both accurate and easy to shoot. 
We entertained ourselves with a tough, but shootable, 60-yard eight-
inch plate.

you care about something. The 
goal of this campaign is to find 
two million like-minded people 
who will each give $1 to becoming 
a bullet.”

When you donate a dollar 
through the Two Million Bullets 
website, you get an orange ribbon 
to wear.

“For us, that orange ribbon 
is something we can wear in 
mainstream America to show 
that we’re not just about guns and 

critters,” Annoni said. “We can 
show that we really care about 
our children. When someone asks 
about the orange ribbon, that’s our 
opportunity to say, ‘I’m a bullet,’ 
and to talk about children.” 

Many people who hear that, 
Annoni said, are genuinely 
shocked, because they’ve bought 
into the lamestream media image 
of shooters and hunters as violent 
and uncaring. 

“Hearing shooters and hunters 
talk about those issues really sets 

some people back, because we’re 
often portrayed as monsters,” he 
said. “If we can get two million 
people as bullets, that’s two 
million people wearing ribbons, 
the message that will send to 
society could have the biggest 
impact on people’s views of us 
that we’ve seen in the industry. 
Our hope is that these ribbons 
will soften society to who we are.”

Camp Compass, which John 
Annoni began as an after school 
exposure to the outdoors, has 
impacted countless young lives for 
the past 20 years. Camp Compass 

goes beyond spending a day in 
the woods or on the water with a 
child. Annoni has given students 
a new outlook on conservation, 
sportsmen’s philosophies and life. 
He’s responsible for founding 
a program that joins different 
cultures, ages and socioeconomic 
groups. His Two Million Bullets 
initiative has the potential to alter 
the entire dialogue about firearms 
and the shooting sports in this 
country.
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2 Million Bullets
Continued from Page 33

Camp Compass participants. 
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ResourceDirectory
Sources for SHOT Show feature, 
Page 12

Sphinx Arms
sphinxarms.com

Kriss USA
kriss-usa.com

Sturm, Ruger and Co.
ruger.com

Glock
www.glock.com

Remington Arms
remington.com

IWI-US
iwi.us

A Girl and A Gun Women’s 
Shooting League
agirlandagunclub.com

Cornered Cat, LLC
CorneredCat.com

Flashbang Holsters
flashbangholsters.publishpath.
com

Gun Tote’n Mamas
guntotenmamas.com

Designer Concealed Carry
designerconcealedcarry.com

Smith and Wesson
smith-wesson.com

Taurus International 
Manufacturing, Inc.
taurususa.com

Boberg Arms Corporation
bobergarms.com

CZ_USA
cz-usa.com

O.F. Mossberg and Sons
mossberg.com

Rossi USA
rossiusa.com

FNH USA
fnhusa.com

Alessi Holsters
alessigunholsters.com

Simply Rugged Holsters
.simplyrugged.com

Galco Holsters
galcogunleather.com

Sig Sauer
sigsauer.com

Bondhus Arms
.bondhus.com

Korth USA
korthusa.com

Cabot Gun
cabotgun.com

Sources for 5 Ways feature, 
Page 18

GunVault
19949 Kendall Dr., Dept. WG
San Bernardino CA 92407
800-222-1055

gunvault.com

Hornady Mfg. Co.
PO Box 1848
Grand Island NE 68803
800-338-3220
hornady.com

Rob Pincus
I.C.E. Training Company
855-468-4789
rob@icetraining.us 
www.icetraining.us

Pam Leist
Help Me Carry, LLC
pamelaleist@yahoo.com

Jennifer Goldstein
Shooters Plus Training Team
Info@shootersplustraining.com

Sources for Midnight Shoot 
feature, Page 26

Colts
545 New Park Ave., Dept. WG
West Hartford CT 06110
800-962-2658
coltsmfg.com

Crimson Trace
9780 SW Freeman Dr.
Dept. WG
Wilsonville OR 97070
800-442-2406
crimsontrace.com

Danner Inc.
17634 NE Airport Way,
Dept. WG
Portland OR 97230
800-345-0430
danner.com

FNH USA
PO Box 9424

McLean VA 22102
fnhusa.com

Leatherman Tool Group
PO Box 20595
Portland OR 97294
800-847-8665
leatherman.com

Leupold & Stevens
14400 NW Greenbriar Pkwy.
Dept. WG
Beaverton OR 97006
Leupold.com

Otis Technology
PO Box 582
Lyons Falls NY 13368
otistec.com

WOT Clinic dates being added.
But seriously, your articles are 

excellent. The reviews of different 

pistols are very helpful for new 
shooters. Legal issues, children 
issues are always welcomed 
information. As we tell our 
students, one size does not fit all...
you must “Goldilocks it” meaning 
you try them all until you find 
the one that is just right for you. 
And they follow through with 

the Illinois State Police, NRA 
Distinguished Expert in Pistol 
and Defensive Pistol, NRA 
Refuse to Be a Victim Instructor, 
Cowboy Action Shooter, N-SSA 
Blackpowder competitive shooter, 
and I give my wife an annual 
subscription to Women & Guns 
magazine every year.

I enjoy your magazine, find 
the information valuable, and 
after we are done reading it in 
this house, I pass it on for other 
friends and their wives to read. I 
especially enjoyed your column 
this month and just wanted to 
add my two cents to your mention 
of Kim Rhode. I am not much 
into “mainstream” sports, but I do 
enjoy the Olympic competitions. 
In fact, I trained and am certified 
as a Foil Fencing coach by 
the US Olympic committee. I 
attended my instructor course at 
the Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado Springs in 2007. And I 
have to confess I felt like a bit of 
a “traitor” because everyday when 
we headed to “class” we walked 
past the Shooting Sports building, 
and I caught myself wishing I was 
going there for my coach training 
instead. Anyway, I got hurt on 
the job in 2008 (a knee injury) 
and had to give up fencing. This 
allowed me to follow the US 
Shooting Team guilt-free, and 
I just have to say that watching 
Kim Rhode compete fills me with 
incredible pride!

Let me wrap this up by 
congratulating you on a truly 
professional and invaluable 
publication, because what you are 
doing is vital and priceless.

Best regards,
M/Sgt. Kevin Hughes (ret. 

Illinois State Police)
Springfield, IL 

this information in spite of well-
meaning men in their lives who 
continue to attempt to select their 
pistols for them. I advise them to 
tell those men “you may pick out 
my pistol for me when you let me 
pick out your pistol for you.”

Sincerely,
Cynthia Cleland

Insults
My wife gets this magazine. 

While the women inside look 
normal, the last two covers make 
us think you ought to change the 
name to “Lesbians and Guns”. 
No wonder you ship the mag in a 
non-transparent cover.

Howard Taylor
Via Email
(Editor’s note: Mr. Taylor did 

not provide a photo of himself so we 
could judge his appearance.)

No Open Carry Fan
I don’t agree with any open carry 

policy. Why give 
away your element 
of surprise. One it 
is disrespectful to 
people around you 
and it makes them 
uncomfortable. As 
a CPL holder myself 
I always make 
sure my weapon is 
concealed. That is 
out of respect for 
everyone. The only 
people that should 

open carry are police officers. 
That’s their job. 

Name Withheld
Via Email

More Compliments
Let me start with some quick 

background information—I am 
a retired Master Sergeant with 

Letters 
Continued from Page 4
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From theEditor

Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

The calm before the storm is 
one of those phrases everybody 
knows, but few think about. 

I was reminded of it this winter 
just past (at least I hope it’s passed 
by the time you read this!) as 
most of the country experienced a 
tough winter.

In Buffalo, famously the butt of 
jokes about our winter weather, 
we experienced the worst weather 
in recent memory, although not 
statistically the worst—only in 
the Top Ten.

It was a rude reawakening for 
most of us as, day after day, it 
dawned to a few more inches of 
snow, a few degrees lower than the 
day before, etc. etc. 

I can’t remember the last time 
my car had to be jumped to 
start in the morning. I called the 
number provided by my insurance 
company and an hour or so later, 
with the aid of some kind of box-
like gizmo, I was off and running.

I did have jumper cables in my 
car—still sitting in the shopping 
bag they came in 6 or 7 years and 
one car ago.

Both the insurance company-
provided service and the jumper 
cables themselves are part of the 
“calm before the storm,” They 
are preparation for the day (this 
year in late January) when they 
are needed. The number for the 
insurance company’s roadside 
assistance—which I haven’t 
needed to use since the policy —
and the cables—was purchased 
were readily accessible.

When I travel, especially in the 
winter, people often look at me 
quizzically when they find out where 
I’m from. “You live where?” they 
say. “Isn’t the weather horrible—all 
that snow!” they say.

“Well,” I usually reply, if I’m 

in sunny Las Vegas, as I was for 
SHOT Show, “I’d have no idea 
what to do in a flood or earthquake, 
but I’m ready for winter.” If I’m in 
the Midwest, I change my answer 
to “I’d have no idea what to do in 
a tornado;” and if I’m down South, 
I mention my total (blissful) 
ignorance of hurricanes.

I don’t need to prepare for any 
of these other weather calamities, 
because the likelihood of my 
experiencing them is practically nil.

I do know where the wind-up 
radio/flashlight is in my house, 
just as I know where the extra 
soup, pasta, water and chocolate 
is. I can wrestle the dog into his 
handsome, but hated, wool coat 
when the weather is too cold for 
even fur-coat-wearing dogs. I can 
arrive at work looking silly, but 
comfortable, in longjohns and 
corduroy pants, two pairs of socks 
and t-shirt, flannel button-down 
and sweater. It’s there I’ll find an 
extra sweatshirt and more socks 
(not to mention some additional 
chocolate.)

The calm before any storm 
comes if you are prepared for it. 
Not hysterical about it. There’s 
no need for a year’s supply of 
food, when, with some irritation, 
I’m capable of walking to a 
grocery store even in four feet 
of snow. There is a need for a 
couple days’ worth of supplies, 
so, I can prudently wait for the 
plows to make one pass before 
venturing out for my arugala (and 
chocolate!).

The calm before the storm is 
having a plan, and sharing it, 
so that if the worst, or even the 
mildly irritating, happens, I’m all 
set to weather the storm.

“Keep Calm and Carry On,” 
was a famous saying of World 

War II Britain. It’s lately been 
enshrined on t-shirts, mugs, tin 
signs and teapots. The periodic 
Anglomania that sweeps this 
former colony is responsible for 
the renewed popularity. 

But it’s important to remember 
that the phrase came into use 
when English cities were being 
bombed, when food was rationed, 
when communications with loved 
ones fighting the war were non-
existent and when families were 
torn apart as children were sent to 
remote, safer locations.

I suspect, in our frenetic 21st 
century world, the “Keep Calm” 
is what appeals. It’s oh-so British 
(one can hear Dame Maggie Smith 
snapping it at a footman), and it’s 
certainly true that serenity is sadly 
lacking in modern-day life. 

But it’s the “Carry On” part 
that really endures. The calmness 
comes from the carrying on. We 
can’t, unfortunately, hibernate 
until Spring, there is a lot of 
“carrying on” to be done from 
Thanksgiving to Easter.

Gunowners, as I’m sure you 
know, have both parts of the 
phrase down. They’re calm, 
and carry on, because they are 
prepared.

A year or so ago, W&G’s 
Publisher, Julianne Versnel 
Gottlieb, no doubt while answering 
emails, preparing dinner and 
catching up on “Downton Abbey” 
simultaneously, decided to tweak 
the phrase and try out a variant 
(available at saf.org). 

Her amended phrase, which 
resonates in much the same way 
as the original did 70 years ago, is 
“Keep Calm and Carry.”
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