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News

On Oct. 28, Julianne Versnel, di-
rector of operations for the Second 
Amendment Foundation (SAF), 
and publisher of Women & Guns, 
addressed the First Committee of 
the United Nations General As-
sembly on behalf of both SAF and 
the International Association for 
the Protection of Civilian Arms 
Rights (IAPCAR), of which SAF 
is a founding member.

IAPCAR members currently in-
clude 31 groups from 21 countries 
on 6 continents representing tens 
of millions of firearm owners con-
cerned about civilian arms rights.

Versnel addressed the topic of 
violence against women and the 
natural human right of self-de-
fense, and it was not her first time 
speaking at the UN with respect 
to the international push for con-
trol of small arms, including those 
used for self-defense and recre-
ation.

After introducing herself, she 
said:

“Mr. Chairman, more people 
die every day from malaria than 
are murdered by small arms in 
three days.

“More women and children die 
from starvation each day than are 
murdered by small arms in a 15 
day period.

“More women die each day due 
to urgent medical care being de-
nied them by systems that allow 
their male relatives to refuse care 
every day than are murdered by 
small arms.”

The facts used to support her 

presentation were footnoted to 
the original source documents.

“More women are living in iso-
lation because of societal ostra-
cization caused by physical and 
mental disfigurements inflicted on 
them by men each year than are 
murdered with small arms,” she 
continued... “The acid burn vic-
tims in India, the 12-year-old de-

humanized brides in Afghanistan, 
the women raped by armed-gangs 
in Mexico, and the mutilated, and 
do not forget murdered, victims of 
honor violence that occurs even in 
Europe, the Americas and Australia 
are just a few examples of these un-
speakable crimes against women.

“Gender violence often is perpe-

trated by male familial members 
of their families who do so with 
immunity and impunity—and in 
many instances with governments 
turning a blind eye—condoning 
or even endorsing—the violence. 
To quote Amnesty International: 
‘Perpetrators of violence against 
women are rarely held account-
able for their acts. Women who are 

victims of gender-related violence 
often have little recourse because 
many state agencies are themselves 
guilty of gender bias and discrimi-
natory practices. Violence against 
women is so deeply embedded in 

W&G Publisher Address at UN Focuses
on Human Self-Defense Right

UN Address
Continued on Page 42

W&G Publisher Julianne Versnel is shown with her husband Alan 
(center) and son, Andrew at the 2014 Gun Rights Policy Conference 
in Chicago in Spetember. Alan Gottlieb was awarded the first Thom -
as Paine Award on behalf of “the Second Amendment Friendship,” 
for his 40 years of service to them. Julianne Versnel was feted that 
same evening by women gunowners organzied by Illinois activist 
Colleen Lawson.
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New SAF Lawsuit Challenges Illinois CCW Statute

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The Second Amendment Foun-
dation (SAF) has filed yet another 
lawsuit in federal district court in 
Illinois, this time challenging that 
state’s concealed carry law, which 
was forced—and perhaps hastily 
written last year—because of an 
earlier SAF legal action, Moore v. 
Madigan and a similar action by 
the National Rifle Association, 
Shepard v. Madigan. 

The SAF lawsuit contends that 
the statute causes “deprivation of 
civil rights under color of law” and 
that the law amounts to a virtual 
ban on all non-Illinois residents 
from obtaining a concealed carry 
license.

That’s unconstitutional, asserted 
SAF founder and Executive Vice 
President Alan Gottlieb. He not-
ed that under the existing Illinois 
law, citizens from only four states 
currently qualify for non-resident 
permits under a provision man-
dating that only residents from 
states with “substantially similar” 
requirements to obtain a carry 
license are allowed to apply for 
those licenses. They are Hawaii, 
New Mexico, South Carolina and 
Virginia. 

SAF is joined in the lawsuit by 
the Illinois State Rifle Associa-
tion, Illinois Carry, Inc., and ten 
individual plaintiffs, all residing 
in other states and all who are 
licensed to carry in those states. 
However, because none of those 
states have what Illinois authori-
ties consider “substantially simi-
lar” requirements, they are not 
able to meet the Prairie State’s 
prerequisites.

“This lawsuit,” said attorney 
David Sigale, who represents the 
plaintiffs, “is brought because it 
is unfair that otherwise qualified 
people from states outside Illinois, 
who work and travel in Illinois, 
are barred from obtaining means 
to defend themselves in public 
solely based on their state of resi-
dence. We expect to correct that.”

Women & Guns spoke with Si-
gale via telephone. He has been 
involved in other SAF cases in sev-
eral states over the past few years, 
and was recently honored at the 
annual Gun Rights Policy Confer-
ence in Chicago. 

SAF’s landmark lawsuit, Mc-
Donald v. City of Chicago, led 
to incorporation of the Second 

Amendment to the states via the 
Fourteenth Amendment. The 
Supreme Court’s June 2010 rul-
ing nullified the Windy City’s 
long-standing handgun ban and 
opened the floodgates for litiga-
tion challenging constitution-
ally questionable laws all over the 
country. 

“Our plaintiffs have qualified for 
carry permits or licenses in their 
own states,” Gottlieb said, “which 
means they have gone through 
background checks and other re-
quirements that show they are 
responsible, law-abiding citizens. 
Yet, because of the current Illinois 

Illinois Suit
Continued on Page 44
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By W. Keller

 It has long been noted that 
the firearms training community 
has lacked a nationwide training 
program specifically directed at 
training the new and inexperi-
enced shooter in the defensive use 
of the most common platforms 
of firearms—pistol, shotgun and 
carbine. Over the past year the 
Second Amendment Foundation 
Training Division (SAFTD) has 
embarked on the development of 
just such a training program.
 Beginning in early 2014 expe-
rienced trainers from throughout 
the country were recruited to act 
as the core of SAFTD and to be-
gin the development of a num-
ber of foundational courses. The 
initial offerings include Methods 
of Instruction (MOI), Defensive 
Handgun 1, Defensive Handgun 
2, Defensive Shotgun 1, Defensive 
Shotgun 2, Defensive Carbine 1 
and Defensive Carbine 2, in addi-
tion to instructor level course work 
to train a national cadre of fire-
arms instructors to offer SAFTD 
courses throughout the nation.
 All of the courses offered are 
presented with the defensive use 
of the individual firearm in mind. 
While familiar foundational ma-
terial is presented, additional de-
fensive topics and activities are in-
cluded, such as firearm selection, 
holsters, use of force, discussions 
about AOJP (Ability, Opportuni-
ty, Jeopardy, Preclusion-Disparity 
of Force), use of cover and con-
cealment, the defensive stance, 
methods of aiming your defen-

Second Amendment Foundation
Launching New Training Division

sive firearm, how your body will 
react to a defensive situation and 
a broad range of incremental live-
fire drills to build the student’s 
shooting skill level.
 All Level 1 courses are introduc-
tory and foundational. All Level 
2 courses take the student’s foun-
dational skill set and build it into 
a more comprehensive defensive 
shooting level.
 These six courses will be the in-
troductory set rolled out through 
the Spring and early Summer of 
2015. The national introduction 

of the SAFTD courses will be held 
at the annual Shooting, Hunt-
ing and Outdoor Trade (SHOT) 
Show in Las Vegas Jan. 20-23, 
in conjunction with the Second 
Amendment Foundation’s exhibit 
(Booth 16753).
 Initial instructors will be trained 

beginning in February. Initial stu-
dent level coursework, will begin 
mid-March. All coursework will be 
scheduled via SAFTD’s website with 
all available courses and regional 
trainers being listed along with full 
course descriptions and full bios of 
all certified SAFTD instructors.
 Instructors will need to attend 
SAFTD’s MOI course—as well as 
completing periodic Continuing 
Education, the course they wish 
to be certified to teach and the 
instructor version of that course 
while achieving passing scores of 

90% on all written exams. At the 
end of the instructor course, they 
will shoot a qualification course 
requiring a passing score of 90%. 
Instructors must also have a First 
Aid certification from a recog-
SAF Training
Continued on Page 30

Beginning in 2015, The Second Amendment Foundation Training 
Division will offer a series of courses in defensive use of firearms. 
Photo courtesy NSSF.
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DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

An active shooter is a situation 
where a shooting is in progress. It 
differs from a mass murder, which 
may require a specific minimum 
of victims and which will be com-
pleted before anyone knows it 
happened. Mass murders, like or-
dinary murders, are investigated 
long after they occur. An active 
shooter situation is an immedi-
ate, ongoing circumstance, where 
both police and others may have a 
chance to intervene and make the 
shooter stop before s/he would 
have stopped on his/her own.

The FBI keeps lots of docu-
mentation on these events. They 
published an excellent report, “A 
Study of Active Shooter Incidents 
in the United States Between 2000 
and 2013.” Google that title to see 
the whole—less than 50-pages—
eminently readable report, includ-
ing short descriptions of each and 
every incident.

There were 160 active shooter 
incidents during that 14 year pe-
riod. They are becoming much 
more frequent. In the first seven 

Surprises and Lessons 
from Active Shooters
years there was an average of a bit 
over six per year; in the final seven 
years, an average of over 16 active 
shooters per year. 

Not only are these incidents 
occurring more often, the casual-
ties (killed plus wounded) in each 
incident are also going up. In the 
first seven years, there were 35 ca-
sualties per incident; in the end-
ing seven years, casualties tripled, 
to 113.

So, it is not just the press mak-
ing a big fuss over these incidents. 
They really are becoming much 
more frequent, with much higher 
body counts.

Think all active shooters are 
male, acting alone? Think again. 
In 6 of the 160 incidents, the 
shooters were female, and two 
incidents involved two shooters. 
Lone male is by far the typical 
shooter, but not the only one.

How big a part does domestic 
violence play in these shootings? 
In at least nine incidents, the 
shooter first shot and killed one 
or more family members in a resi-
dence before moving to a public 
location to continue shooting. In 
several other incidents, the shoot-
er’s relationship with one of the 
victims might be central to what 
set the rampage off.

Where are these incidents most 
likely to happen? Schools might 
come to mind first, but they are 
a distant second to commercial 
spaces. Nearly 50% (precisely, 
45.6%) of the incidents were in 

commercial locations (most in 
the kinds of businesses that have 
pedestrian traffic, fewer in busi-
nesses that don’t have pedestrian 
traffic, very few in malls). Most 
of the commercial space incidents 
ended when the shooter commit-
ted suicide before the police ar-
rived, after the police arrived, or at 
another location they fled to; the 
remaining shooters mostly were 
killed or apprehended by police; 
only three involved unarmed citi-
zens restraining the shooter before 
police arrived.

How about schools? Here we 
mean pre-K though college and 
related things like school board 
meetings and administration 
functions. The 39 education inci-
dents were 25% of the total; half 
as frequent as commercial sites, 
but they had some unusual char-
acteristics. Two of the six female 
shooters were in schools. Several 
of the highest body count inci-
dents occurred here including 
Virginia Polytech and Newtown.
No law enforcement personnel 
were killed in any school-related 
incident. In almost all of the Mid-
dle School and High School inci-
dents, the shooter was a student at 
the school. 

In 10 school-related incidents, 
unarmed bystanders were able to 
control the situation before police 
arrived. These were where a mid-
dle- or high-school student was 
the shooter and a teacher, coach, 
principal or other unarmed school 
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official was able to take charge and 
successfully intervene. 

Lesson: It is certainly possible 
for some unarmed civilians to stop 
active shooters, if the shooters are 
school kids. That technique is not 
likely to work so well with older 
shooters in other locations. 

FBI’s introduction acknowl-
edges that, “the active aspect in-
herently implies that both law 
enforcement personnel and citi-
zens have the potential to affect 
the outcome of the event based on 
their responses.” What role have 
citizens actually played, outside 
the school environment? 

What about armed private 
citizens? Have they ever stopped 
one of these shootings? Yes. Ab-
solutely, yes. Quoting from the 
report’s conclusion, “In 6 (of the 
160 incidents), armed off-duty 
police officers, citizens, and se-
curity guards risked their lives to 
successfully end the threat. These 
actions likely saved the lives of … 
others present.” 

Let’s take that apart. In some 
places, police are automatically en-
titled to carry concealed when off-
duty, in other places, they are not, 
and if they want to carry off-duty 
they must go through the procedure 
to obtain the same kind of license to 
carry that non-police can get. 

Thus Kenneth Hammond, the 
off-duty police officer who helped 
stop the Utah Mall shooting has 
never been called a private citizen, 
so I assume that in Utah all police 
can carry off-duty. 

Security guards are an ambigu-
ous situation. They might be po-
lice moonlighting, using the au-
thority of their law enforcement 
job to carry a gun, or they might 
be private citizens who have ob-
tained a license to carry (LTC) as 

well as a paying job where they 
can go armed. Let’s look at the 
FBI’s description of an incident of 
this type:

“On December 9, 2007, at 
12:29 a.m., Matthew John Mur-
ray, 24, armed with a rifle, two 
handguns, and smoke bombs, 
entered the Youth with a Mis-
sion Training Center in Arvada, 
Colorado, and began shooting. 
Two people were killed; two were 
wounded. He then walked seven 
miles overnight to the New Life 
Church in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado, and began shooting 
again. The shooter had been ex-
pelled from the training center 
three years prior to the incident. 
Two additional people were killed 
there; three more were wounded. 
The shooter committed suicide 
after being shot by church secu-
rity. A total of four people were 
killed; five were wounded. “

Looking deeper, it is easy to learn 
that the “church security” person 
who ended this 9-victim rampage 
was Jeanne Assam, a woman who 
was a former police officer. I don’t 
know of any jurisdictions where 
former police are automatically al-
lowed to carry, so she must have 
had a license to carry, not a badge, 
to make her carry legal. 

Here’s another incident:
“On May 25, 2008, at 2:25 

a.m., Ernesto Villagomez, 30, 
armed with a handgun, began fir-
ing inside Player’s Bar and Grill in 
Winnemucca, Nevada. Two peo-
ple were killed; two were wound-
ed. The shooter was killed by a 
citizen with a valid firearm permit 
before police arrived.”

Again, looking deeper, it seems 
that citizen was also a Marine. 
Last I knew, the Marines did not 
allow active, on-duty personnel 

to go into a bar and grill with a 
loaded, concealed handgun. Only 
a LTC could have given him the 
authority to carry in that situa-
tion. Thank goodness he had the 
permit and the gun and the train-
ing to stop that shooter.

Final lesson: The chances of 
encountering an active shooter are 
vanishingly small, but if you ever 
do, the best response is a trained 
and armed one. Don’t just carry; 
get the training you need to be 
certain of your ability to deal with 
an active shooter. 

W&G

BUMPER STICKERS
Let the “Gun Grabbers”
know where you stand!

$1.00 each • 6/$5.00 • 25/$15
Visa • MC • S&H-$1.50

12500 NE Tenth Place
Bellevue, WA 98005

(425) 454-4911 
FAX (425) 451-3959

CITIZENS COMMITTEE for
the RIGHT to KEEP and 

BEAR ARMS

Fight Crime
Shoot Back

Beware of Dog
He Eats Everything I Shoot

Soft Judges Make
Hard Criminals

Gun Control is 
A Steady Hand

A Lady With A Gun
Has More Fun

Crime Control
Not Gun Control

Guns Don’t Kill People
People Kill People

...and many more!
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By Diane Walls
Contributing Editor

EAA has been selling Witness 
pistols for several years in the US 
with many offerings to choose 
from. The Pavona variant of the 
Witness is aimed at the ever-
expanding women’s market. The 
polymer-framed gun is offered in 
a variety of color options, with 
glitter embedded in the color 
matrix for an extra pop of style for 
those that like a bit of bling with 
their bang. In addition, Pavona is 
now selling concealed carry purses 
to go with the gun in several styles 
and materials.

My choice for this evaluation 
was the sapphire blue frame with 
silver glitter. The purse I chose 
is the luggage brown messenger-
style bag.

The gun came to me with the 
purse as its carry box. Though I 
rarely carry a firearm in a purse, 
I do advocate having a carry 

purse in case stowing the gun 
off body becomes necessary. 
This purse impressed me. The 
leather was good quality and 
attractively finished. It has a truly 
ambidextrous gun pocket with 
ample room for an even larger gun 
than the Pavona. The zippers on 
the gun compartment are set up 
to accommodate a lock, if desired. 
The holster for the gun is a 
polymer shell with Velcro hook on 
the outside to attach to the loop-
lined gun storage area in any way 
the user finds best accommodates 
her draw. EAA offers holsters for 
several other guns besides the 
Pavona as well. My only heartburn 
with the system came with the fit 
of the polymer holster being too 
snug to allow for an easy draw. 
Though this loosened up slightly 
with a bit of use, EAA may want 
to consider adding a tensioning 
screw to the holster to alleviate 
this issue. Otherwise, having a 
solid shell to hold the gun didn’t 

EAA Corp. 
Witness Pavona
Designed with 
Women in Mind

EAA Pavona, left side.

Tiffany Venters looks sporty chic 
with the Pavona messenger bag 
at an A Girl and A Gun event at 
Firearms Academy of Seattle. 
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add to the bulkiness and seemed 
more secure than soft holsters and 
strap assemblies offered in many 
purses.

The purse’s shoulder strap was 

very adjustable for differing height 
preferences and is reinforced 
with steel cabling. The main 
compartment is roomy enough 
for a tablet or small laptop as 

well as the usual purse items. 
There are two internal pockets 
for cell phone and other things 
and zip compartments on both 
the bottom and outside of the 
flap. The back of the purse, both 
inside the main compartment and 
outside, has zippered pockets as 
well. The bottom is protected by 
four little brass feet that match the 
brass nailhead trim and let the bag 
stand upright when set down. The 
EAA website shows off the various 
style and material options for their 
bags very well. 

The gun was a bit more subtle 
than I expected in appearance. 
The glitter wasn’t over the top 
in sparkle. Other colors offered 
are black with gold glitter, purple 
(Imperial) with silver, fuchsia 
pink (Fandango) with silver and 
charcoal with silver glitter and 
a chromed slide. The slide on 
all but the charcoal variant is a 
matte black finish. This tones 

The Pavona field strips easily for cleaning and maintenance. Left 
side.

The Pavona comes with windage 
adjustable 3-dot sights. This 
photo also shows detail of 
the roomy messenegr bag the 
company also offers.

The Pavona, in its holster, fits easily in the roomy messenger bag. 
The Velcro® loop on the outside of the holster allows for placement in 
the gun compartment that the shooter can adjust for optimal access.
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Table 1
Ammo Type  5-shot Average Best Malfunctions
      3-shot
      Average
Hornady Critical     
Defense 9mm     
115-gr FXT   3.6 in.   2 in.  none

Remington Ultimate 
Defense-Compact 
Handgun 9mm 
124-gr. BJHP  4.4 in.  2 in.  none

Freedom Munitions 
Reman. 9mm 
115-gr. JRN   5.1 in.   2.6 in.  none

Federal Premium 
Personal Defense 
Low Recoil 9mm 
135-gr. Hydra-Shok JHP 4.5 in  2.3 in  none

the look down tastefully. A word 
of caution to trainers, though, 
about the blue choice. This color 
resembles the color used in replica 
training guns too closely for me 
to be comfortable teaching with 
it. I use inert replica guns in the 
classroom and on the range to 
demonstrate safely in an area 
where no backstop is available or 
students need to be dangerously 
close to see a technique. Any 
chance of this live gun getting 
confused with a replica in such 
situations is unacceptable to me.

The Pavona is a double-action/
single-action gun. It has a safety 
lever, but, unlike most guns of 
this type, no decocker. Lowering 
the hammer must be done by 
hand. There is a resting notch in 
the hammer that sets the trigger 
out to double-action length and 
weight with the hammer partially 
back. The gun can be fired from 
this position as well as with the 
hammer fully down or fully 
cocked. EAA means for the gun 
to be used like a single-action gun 
with the safety engaged until on 
target and ready to fire regardless 
of the position of the hammer.

There are two distinct trigger 
pulls and re-set points for using 
the gun in double- or single-action 
modes, as one might expect. The 
pull weight for single action runs 
about 5 lbs with a short, crisp 
reset. In double action, the pull 
weight increases to 11 lbs. with 
a long, yet distinct, reset. I found 

the trigger to be smooth and even 
throughout the stroke in either 
double or single action.

Though I found the safety 
lever to be very positive in setting 
and releasing, it was sized and 
positioned just a little too far 
from my firing hand thumb to be 
easy to actuate. I wasn’t the only 
shooter to have this complaint. 
Sweeping it off for firing was no 
problem for anyone.

The grip of the gun is nicely 
textured for a solid hold in the 
hand. The undercut in relation to 
the slide gives good trigger reach. 
Maximum reach with the gun 
in double action mode is 3.5 in. 
This shrinks to 3.2 in. when the 
hammer is back and the trigger 
retracted for single action fire. 
Not bad for a gun with a magazine 
capacity of 13 rounds.

Takedown for cleaning 
and maintenance is easily 

Jennie Van Tuyl easily controls the EAA Pavona in full recoil as she 
shoots it. 
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accomplished. Line up matching 
indentations in the frame and 
slide and tap out the slide-lock 
pin much like a 1911. The slide 
comes off the frame and the 
spring assembly and barrel come 
out easily. Reassembly is an easy 
reversal of the process. With a 
wipedown and light lubrication, 
the Pavona was ready to go to the 
range.

When the Onalaska chapter of 
A Girl and A Gun had a range 
session on the pros and cons of 
purse carry, I decided to bring 
the Pavona and its purse for some 
opinions from the target market 
for this gun. Everyone that fired 
it found it easy to control and get 
good hits with. There were no 
malfunctions to contend with. 
The ladies liked the look of the 
gun and the purse got lots of 
positive comments as well.

I ran a number of types of 
ammunition through the Pavona 
for accuracy testing. As the cover 
of the owner’s manual warned 

against using +P or high velocity/
pressure loads, I didn’t use 
anything so labeled. The gun ran 
every bullet configuration without 
balking. We ran the tests at 25 
yards with the shooter seated and 
braced on a soft rest. See Table 
1on Page 14 for results.

All in all, the Pavona is an 
impressive gun for a reasonable 
price point. It’s reliable, accurate 
and easy to shoot. It’s compact 
enough to carry concealed, yet 
not so small as to be unpleasant 
to shoot and manipulate through 
the training necessary to become 
skilled with its use. Whatever one’s 
opinions of color and glitter in a 
gun, EAA offers enough choice to 
please a wide spectrum of tastes. 
The purses they offer are stylish 
and nicely made as well. With a 
small tweak in the holster shell to 
make it easier to draw from, the 
carry system would be one of the 
better ones in the concealment 
purse market.

W&G

The Sapphire Pavona is remarkably similar in color to the Bluegun, 
just above and left, that is used for demonstration purposes in 
teaching at Firearms Academy of Seattle. 

SHOOTING SYSTEMS

SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSINGTM

WWW.HIVIZSIGHTS.COM
800.589.4315

HIVIZ® PATENTED SIGHT 
TECHNOLOGY FOR YOUR 

HANDGUN AND SHOTGUN...
THE SHOOTING CONFIDENCE 
THAT COMES FROM IMPROVED 

SIGHT VISIBILITY AND RAPID 
TARGET ACQUISITION.

“...AND THEN 
IT WAS LIKE 
SOMEONE 
SUDDENLY 
TURNED 
ON THE 

CONFIDENCE 
SWITCH.”
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patches, and rods are all pretty 
well established,” he said. “They’re 
pretty much standard. They don’t 
change much. A good one-piece 
cleaning rod such as Dewey is a 
standard in the industry. They’ve 
been around a long time and 
they continue to deliver. And 
it’s nice that the threads are all 
standardized on cleaning rods so 
even if you have a really old rod, 
today’s accessories are going to fit 
on it.”

That said, changes in the 
firearms market do drive some 
changes in tools.

“We do see some new, different 
tools popping up from time to 
time,” said Heather Bennett, 
marketing manager at Otis 
Technology. “There also are a lot 

By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Just like fashions, popular 
firearms come and go. What 
everyone is shooting today may be 
hard to find next year.

When it comes to gun cleaning 
products such as brushes, cleaning 
rods, and patches, they’re pretty 
much the same year in and year out. 
Gun cleaning products don’t change 
nearly as much as firearms do.

Or do they?
Larry Weeks is the media 

relations manager for Brownell’s. 
He said that although basic tools 
don’t change a lot from year to 
year, trends in firearms do drive 
trends in gun care products.

“Products such as brushes, 

of new chemicals out there for a 
variety of purposes.”

Weeks agrees.
“As more smart people see the 

potential in the gun industry, 
they start moving into it with new 
products,” he said. “For instance, 
Lucas Oil, which has been a 
huge company in the automotive 
industry, has moved into gun oil. 
You’ll be hearing a lot about Lucas 
products before long.”

Everybody has a gun oil, Weeks 
said.

“Every month there is ‘New Oil 
X-Y-Z,” he said. “The oils are all 
good. The most important thing 
about using oils is that you simply 
do it. Accu-Bore is one of my 
favorites, and it’s been around a 
long time. But whatever you have, 

Women&Guns

New Trends in Cleaning Gear

Cleaning an AR/MSR has become a much more common occurance, given the 
platform’s increasing popularity. One by-product of that popularity has been new 
cleaning products. Photo courtesy of Otis Technology.
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what’s most important is that you 
clean your gun with it.” 

Besides oils, Weeks said, he 
also has seen changes in so-called 
“green” cleaning products. 

“That includes soap-based 
products such as MPro-7,” he 
said. “It’s been around for years 
for centerfire rifles, and for 
years it was the only soap based 
cleaner for centerfires. Now other 
manufacturers have picked that 
up and are making more of them, 
because they’ve seen the success of 
MPro-7.”

The same thing is happening in 
solvents, Weeks said.

“New companies come up with 
new products that nibble away at 
the edges,” he said. “The standards 
are still there, such as Sweet’s Bore 
Cleaner and Montana X-Treme, 
but people keep coming out with 
new ones that shooters like to try.”

Weeks said products with catchy 
names seem to do well, at least in 
the short run.

“If you come up with a 
product that works, give it 
a good name, and advertise 
it, people will try it,” he 
said. “Once they use it 
and it works, they’ll be out 
there talking about it.”

Weeks said one thing 
that’s driving the changes 
in gun care products is 
the rise of the Modern 
Sporting Rifle.

“That’s contributed a lot 
to the spray and degreaser 
market,” Weeks said. 
“Since ARs don’t have 
wood stocks that you have 
to worry about, you can get a 
fairly aggressive solvent and just 
soak the gun down to get rid of 
loose powder that gets in the 
upper receiver. The AR lends itself 

to quick and dirty cleaning.”
Some trends in firearms result 

not in new gun care products, 
but just a realignment of existing 
products to better serve a particular 
group of shooters.

“For instance, we always have 
had cleaning products for the 
5.56,” Bennett said. “Once the 
MSR became so popular, however, 
we made a specific cleaning kit for 
those guns that we call the MSR/
AR cleaning system. We did that 
so when someone is in a store or 
searching on line they can find 
everything they need for cleaning 
an AR in one place.” Otis also 
developed a cleaner specifically for 
the AR platform.

Now and then, the popularity of 
a particular firearm will result in 
the development of a new tool.

“We developed the BONE Tool 
to clean the bolt carrier and firing 
pin of an AR rifle,” Bennett said. 
“That part of an AR gets really 

dirty, and those parts are hard to 
clean. So we came up with a tool 

that would make cleaning those 
parts of the rifle less of a chore and 
a lot more effective.”

Back in the day, many shooters 
covered their guns with Cosmoline 
before long term storage. After 
Cosmoline, Weeks said, many 
shooters used RIG Universal Gun 
Grease. 

“It’s been a good long term 
storage grease,” he said. “But 
long term storage technology has 
improved a lot over the years.” 
Today, shooters use products 
such as vacuum seal storage bags 
to keep their guns rust free in the 
long term.

“During 2013 we almost 
doubled the sales of our Rifle 
Storage Bag,” Weeks said. “It’s a 
poly bag that you can seal. You 
can actually bury a gun in the 
ground in one. That’s a case of a 
political trend influencing what 
people buy.”

Gun care products for ARs encompass many new chemical advances, 
including “green” or eco-friendly products. Photo courtesy of 
Brownells.

New Cleaning Products
Continued on Page 40
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

When choosing a personal 
defense handgun, the standards 
for reliability must be high. 
Wound ballistics, accuracy 
and control are important but 
mean little if the handgun is not 
completely reliable. Absolute 
accuracy in the target sense isn’t 
as important as practical combat 
accuracy. This means the ability 
to draw the handgun and get a hit 
quickly at combat ranges. I prefer 
the pistol not be useless past 15 
yards as well. While a service grade 
handgun such as the Glock 19 in 

9mm may be capable of a two and 
one half inch group at 25 yards, 
four inches at 15 yards in a sub-
compact handgun is reasonable. I 
want all of the gun I can conceal 
and carry and so should you. Over 
the years as a peace officer I have 
faced the mentally deranged and 
the plain mean and stupid. Some 
were evil persons. 

As I write this I am suffering 
from a periodic flare up of an old 
injury. Having dealt with both 
targeted and incidental victims I 
realize how dangerous the world 
is. I met the adversary half way as 
most victims do but then that was 
my calling. I attempted to arrest 

those with abusive urges. Over 
one hundred years ago Gustave 
Mace of the Surete was chasing 
criminals that psychiatrists were 
beginning to realize suffered 
from “moral insanity.” Little has 
changed. A good pistol on the hip 
helps in dealing with such threats. 

A .32 or .380 pistol doesn’t 
look very good to those of us 
schooled in wound ballistics and, 
more importantly, with practical 
experience. The .38 Special and 
9mm Luger, respectively, represent 
a realistic minimum. 

The 9mm compact pistol holds 
more rounds than the .38 and is 
easier to use well. A pistol that has 

Beretta Nano is
A Reliable, 
Comfortable
9mm Compact

Nanotechnology at work—the Beretta BU 9 Nano is compact and at 
20 ounces unloaded, light enough for all day carry. 
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grown on me is the Beretta BU 
9 Nano. The Nano is compact, 
reliable, and comfortable to fire 

and use. The Nano is a polymer 
frame handgun with a double-
action-only lockwork. The 
Nano has several interesting and 
different features. As an example, 
there is a positive firing pin block 
that keeps the pistol’s striker 
locked to the rear until the trigger 
is completely pressed to the rear. 
Most unlock and drop, the Nano’s 
lock protrudes from a small 
opening in the slide as the trigger 
is pressed, and then drops again 
after the pistol is fired. 

To disassemble the Nano it 
is required that the trigger is 
pressed to take pressure off of the 
striker. A small pin in the receiver 
is pressed with a pin point to 
unlock the striker. (Be certain the 
chamber isn’t loaded!) The pistol 
is disassembled by turning a key 
on the right side of the receiver. 
The key’s head looks like a screw 
head. This system was used rather 
than a take down lever in order to 
produce a compact design. 

A feature not without 
controversy is the lack of a slide 
lock. The slide locks open on 

the last shot as normal, but the 
magazine is removed and the slide 

is dropped by grasping the rear of 
the slide and pulling to the rear. 
Beretta did this in order to make 
the pistol as compact as possible. 
However, it is also common for 

shooters firing compact pistols to 
allow the fingers of the support 
hand to contact the slide lock 
during a firing string. As for the 
absence of the slide lock this 
doesn’t eliminate the possibility 
of speed loads. When the pistol’s 
slide locks to the rear, drop the 
empty magazine and insert a 
loaded magazine. Grasp the rear 
of the slide and keep rolling. Some 
makers have provided guards 
on the slide lock and worked 
to prevent the problem of the 
finger contacting the slide lock. 
The Nano solved the problem. 
This isn’t a service pistol with an 
extended slide lock and take down 
lever, this is a purpose designed 
hide out handgun. The sights are 
also small and set atop a square 
or flat slide. The trigger action is 
relatively smooth but heavier than 
some at 7.5 pounds. The trigger 

features a lever in the center that 
must be pressed to fire, helping 
prevent lateral discharge. 

The Nano is supplied with two 
well made magazines. The more 

The Nano is supplied with a spare 8 round magazine. 

The Nano is the ideal size for concealed carry and suitable for home 
defense as well. 
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compact flush fit magazine holds 6 
rounds while the larger magazine 
holds 8 rounds. I have fired the 
pistol with both magazines. For 
pocket carry the shorter magazine 
is the better choice. For appendix 
or inside-the-waistband carry the 
longer magazine makes sense. The 
long magazine is easier to grasp 
and reload, the shorter magazine 
conceals well. Each has proven 

reliable with a variety of loads. I 
find the small finger hanging off of 
the base of the grip with the short 
magazine. Just the same, decent 
range work was accomplished. 
The situation is better with the 

8 round magazine, but not by 
leagues, only an incremental 
improvement. The grip frame is 
nicely checkered, which aids in 
grasping the handgun. The 3-inch 

barrel doesn’t develop the velocity 
a 5-inch barrel will. Concentrate 
on a controllable loading that is 
completely reliable and do not 
chase high velocity in this handgun. 
As for control, the cadence of fire 
is set by how quickly you are able 
to achieve sight alignment after 
recoil. Pressing the trigger quickly 
accomplishes nothing. Press, fire, 
allow the trigger to reset as you 
reacquire the sight picture and 
fire. Use the sights at all times, 

The Nano fits most hands well.

With the spare extended 
magazine the Nano handles a bit 
better on the firing range. 

at all distances. Point shooting or 
instinctive shooting is like driving 
with your eyes closed. 

A controllable load with a clean 
powder burn is indicated for the 
Nano. I have fired the pistol with 
+P loads. Recoil isn’t bad. I simply 
prefer the more controllable loads. 
The Hornady XTP is a service 
grade load that has given good 
results for me. The 115-grain 
XTP delivered good results in the 
NANO. However, in deference to 
the short barrel Nano, I am certain 
that the Hornady 115-grain FTX 
or Critical Defense load would 
be the superior choice. This 
load shoots like the XTP, but 
the Critical Defense bullet was 
designed for civilian scenarios. 
Loaded with the Hornady Critical 
Defense bullet the Nano gives the 

user a high degree of protection, 
ounce for ounce. 

I have also fired a good quantity 
of practice loads, designed for 
inexpensive range use, with good 
results. This type of loading is 
required to keep the practice 
regiment up without breaking 
the bank. Among the affordable, 
accurate and clean burning loads 
I have used in the recent past is 

The Hornady FTX or Critical Defense is a great bullet for all around 
use. 

Beretta Nano
Continued on Page 40
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Do You 
Need a 
Backup 
Gun?

A Flash Bang holster is 
one option for a primary 
or backup firearm. Photo 
courtesy of Looper Law 
Enforcement.
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

You’ve invested time and training 
learning to defend yourself. You 
have your carry permit, a firearm 
for self defense, and the right 
holster for it. But you wonder: 
what if the unthinkable happens 
and you can’t get to your gun? 
What if it jams? If you run out of 
ammunition, will you have time 
to reload?

All of those questions lead to 
one more: Do you need a backup 
gun?

Not necessarily, said Rob 
Pincus, owner of I.C.E. Training 
Company and Executive Director 
of the Personal Defense Network. 

“A backup gun is a concept that 
comes out of law enforcement,” 
he said. “A lot of what we talk 
about in terms of self-defense 
guns comes from law enforcement 
and, to a lesser extent, military 
experience. But some of the 
things that are answers for the 
military and for law enforcement 
aren’t the right answer for private 
individuals.”

Just being properly trained to 
use a primary self-defense gun, 
Pincus said, is a challenge for most 
shooters.

“For most people, just the idea 
of having a firearm that is intended 
for and trained with and staged 
properly, whether inside the home 
or carried, for the purposes of 
defense, is a huge step,” he said. 
“When people come to my classes, 
I say ‘Raise your hand if you carry 
a gun at least 5 days a week.’ Even 
among those students who come 
to advanced classes on self-defense 
shooting, less than half of them 
raise their hands.” This doesn’t 
even begin to address the people 

who carry guns but who aren’t 
trained, and who don’t train.

When a new or inexperienced 
student comes into his class and 
starts asking questions about 
whether they need a backup gun, 
Pincus said, one of his concerns is 
that the student has been listening 
to the wrong person and has 
picked up some incorrect ideas 
about two guns being better than 
one.

“I’m concerned when someone 
is on the fence about wanting 
to carry a gun, and she listens 
to someone she perceives as an 
expert, or a website, or someone 
standing in a gun shop who says 
‘If you’re only carrying one you 
might as well not carry a gun’,” 

Pincus said. “That’s a ridiculous 
thing to say. And to put that in 
the mind of someone who isn’t 
even sure she wants to carry a gun 
is foolish.” 

In that context, Pincus said, a 
backup gun is totally unnecessary, 
partly because it’s difficult for 
someone who doesn’t have 
significant training and practice 
to have the time and space to 

get to the second gun in a crisis 
situation.

“For someone who’s just barely 
carrying a gun to begin with, 
carrying a backup gun is outside 
the range of where they should 
be focused,” he said. “Having a 
backup gun is for someone who 
is already carrying a gun and 
already practicing, and has put a 
lot of time, effort and energy into 
training to transition smoothly 
into using the backup gun. This 
is definitely an advanced topic, for 
more advanced students.”

A student who is spending a lot 
of money on and investing a lot 
of time in training may be ready 
to think about a backup gun, but 
those things alone aren’t enough. 

The student also has to have the 
correct mindset and the gear, 
and already be dressing in a way 
that allows her to carry a firearm. 
For those shooters, Pincus said, 
it may not be that much more 
work to carry two guns. He 
stresses, however, that these are 
not shooters who are new to 
self defense or who are being 
encouraged to carry two guns 

A holster from Deep Conceal will let you hide a backup gun almost 
anywhere.
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without having the experience to 
even carry one properly.

Learning to carry a second self-
defense gun means getting a whole 
new level of training. You need to 
integrate the use of a backup gun 
into your regular training routine.

“One of the most fundamental 
questions is, when do you plan 
to go to the backup gun?” Pincus 
said. “One of the big sticking 
points for people is learning to 
drop the primary gun. There’s no 
putting it back in the holster or 
putting it into the weak hand to 
hold onto it. You don’t set it gently 
on the ground and then go.”

Novice shooters are very 
reluctant to drop a gun onto the 
ground.

“The person who is new to self-
defense firearms training is going 
to find dropping the primary 
gun awkward and odd, but an 
experienced person who has really 
thought it through should have no 
trouble with it,” Pincus said. “The 
experienced shooter understands 
that once a gun no longer is useful 
to her, she needs to just drop it. A 
big part of the training is training 
realistically to present the backup 
gun at the appropriate time. 
Once you have that plan, then 
your practice needs to include the 
appropriate response training. In 
other words, if you’re not going to 
reload your primary firearm and 
you’re going to transition to your 
backup gun when you run out of 
ammunition, every time you’re 
on the range and you run out 
of ammunition in your primary 
gun, you need to reach for your 
secondary gun.”

One thing you need to practice, 
Pincus said, is drawing your 
secondary gun with your strong 
hand. 

Everyday Tactical Gear has dressy options for women to carry a 
firearm, whether that’s a primary gun or a backup gun. 
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“There’s no point in shooting 
with your weak hand if your strong 
hand is available,” he said. “That 
means either drawing the gun 
with the weak hand and passing 
it to the strong hand, or carrying 
both guns in a place where you 
can reach them with your strong 
hand.”

Pincus said there are three 
reasons to consider carrying a 
backup gun.

“You may be concerned that if 
you’re normally drawing with your 
strong hand, your strong hand 
may get injured,” he said. “Or you 
may be thinking about holding off 
an attacker or controlling a knife 
or some other weapon.”

Another reason you might want 
a backup gun is what’s referred to 
as a “New York reload.”

“That’s a phrase for dropping 
one gun when it’s empty and going 
to a second gun instead of taking 

the time, effort and energy to 
reload the first one,” Pincus said. 
“Primarily that’s an option you 
would use with revolvers because 
they’re so slow to reload. For most 
people, it’s faster to draw a second 
revolver than it is to reload the 
one you have in your hand.”

The third, and in many people’s 
opinion perhaps the best, reason 
to carry a backup gun, Pincus said, 
is the possibility of a malfunction 
that renders your primary firearm 
inoperable.

“Most people are going to 
respond to a simple malfunction 
by trying to clear it,” he said. 
“When someone pulls the trigger 
on a gun and the gun goes ‘click’ 
instead of ‘bang,’ the person is 
going to try to clear that gun. 
That’s going to take about a 

Designer Concealed Carry also 
offers a number of options for 
women who want to carry a 
primary or backup gun. Photo 
courtesy of Designer Concealed 
Carry.

Backup Guns
Continued on Page 40
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

Ruger’s new LC9S compact 
handgun has given me pause for 
thought. The handgun is more ca-
pable than I would have thought, 
and frankly, perhaps Ruger should 
have re-designated the handgun 
altogether. It is that different from 
the original LC9. 

The outline, grip and magazine 

are the same but the new LC9 is 
a striker-fired handgun. This is a 
handgun that gets your attention. 
There isn’t anything wrong with 
the original LC9, but the operat-
ing mechanism is more difficult 
to master in a compact handgun. 
The LC9 is a double-action-only 
handgun. The trigger is pressed 
and the trigger action both cocks 
and drops the hammer. This long 
press is heavier than a single-

action design. While the system 
is reliable, the long trigger pull 
against a light handgun doesn’t 
make for the best accuracy poten-
tial in most hands. 

My experience with the double-
action revolver in the .38 snub-
nose version has given me much 
experience in controlling short 
and light handguns. I have to 
admit that, just the same, such 
trigger work is often a chore and 

Redesigned Ruger LC9 Is 
Self-Defense Gem 

The Ruger LC9 and Black Hills Ammunition make a good match. 
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concentrating on the sights and 
grip while pressing a long trigger 
can be difficult. The trigger is op-
erated by finger pressure and the 
muscles do all of the work. With 
striker-fired handguns the recoil-
ing slide partially cocks the striker, 
what some call prepping the strik-
er. This system results in a more 
controllable, lighter trigger action. 

In order to manufacture a 
striker-fired LCP, Ruger could 
not simply change a few parts. A 
complete redesign of the firing 
mechanism was needed. A ham-
mer is contained in the receiver, 
while the striker is located in the 
slide. With the striker fired action 
the mechanism is in the slide. The 

slide received a complete redesign 
for the striker-fired version. A 
dust cover is added at the rear of 
the slide and a positive firing pin 
block that works with the striker 
was designed. The trigger action 
has been extensively modified. 
The result is a significantly differ-
ent handgun. Yet the LC9S retains 
much of the appearance of the 
original LC9 handgun. The trig-
ger is much shorter and more con-
trollable in this version. The LC9 
was already light and concealable. 
Now, the LC9S has a slide that is 
even less likely to snag on cloth-
ing. The LC9S is delivered in a 
cardboard box with a nice zipper 
pouch and a gun lock. One maga-
zine is supplied with the handgun. 

Manipulating and loading the 
pistol is the same as the LC9. For 
best reliability, the drill is: lock the 

slide to the rear. Insert a loaded 
magazine. Grasp the rear of the 
slide and let it run forward to 
load the pistol. Racking the slide 
over a loaded magazine some-
times doesn’t completely seat the 
cartridge. There is a manual safety 
that may be engaged. Practice ma-
nipulation of this safety—it can 
be a lifesaver. The pistol is slim 
and trim and offers a good option 
for personal defense. The proof is 
in the firing. 

To evaluate the LC9S I chose a 
number of practice and personal 
defense loads. I have fired this 
handgun extensively with a num-
ber of quality loads. At this point, 
with several hundred rounds fired, 
there have been no failures to feed, 
chamber, fire or eject. It would be 

Slim, attractive and effective, the Ruger LC9S has much to recom -
mend. It is compact but offers enough gripping surface for good 
control. 

Ruger LC9
Continued on Page 41

Carrying the LC9S
It isn’t always easy to find 

proper concealment gun 
leather. A neat trick is the 
Chameleon from Barber 
Leather Works. This holster 
works as a belt slide but also 
may be used as a right hand 
or left hand IWB holster. It 
is fully ambidextrous. This is 

a good holster, priced right, 
and for those that own and 
use more than one handgun 
it can be a lifesaver. 

The Barber Leather Works 
combination belt slide and 
IWB is a good match for the 
Ruger LC9S. 
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By Joseph P. Tartaro,
President SAF

The firearms industry seems to 
be a good breeding ground for 
entrepreneurship. New products 
and services are always popping 
up, usually to fill some perceived 
need, whether for self-and-home 
defense, competition, hunting or 
just plinking. And it’s not always 
new guns or ammunition.

Not surprisingly many of these 
gun business trailblazers are men 
and women who have served in the 
military or law enforcement, or 
were previously avid competitors 
or trainers. And these pioneers are 
not just developing new products; 
often they are creating new ways 
of delivering the needed products 
to other gun enthusiasts.

One of the more unique new 
businesses is Micki’s Mobile 
Shooters Supply, where shooters 
can shop at the range. Started in 
2013, it’s run by a woman gun 
enthusiast, Micki Leopard, and 
brings needed firearms-related 
products—mostly gun care 
products—right to busy ranges in 
its home state of Arizona, as well as 
ranges in neighboring California, 
Nevada and New Mexico.

“Some people would simply 
call me a Wagon Jobber, but I am 
innovative, have created a niche 
in the marketplace and I have the 
true American entrepreneurial 
spirit in developing my new 
Mobile Shooters Supply cargo 
van,” Leopard says. “I want to 
better service my customers at 

the shooting range with products 
for gun cleaning, care and 
maintenance along with other 
shooting accessories. I have taken 
the typical bricks and mortar 
retail gun store and made it a 
‘mobile’ store where ‘The point of 
purchase will often be the point of 
usage’.”

Micki’s doesn’t sell guns or 
ammunition like a regular gun 
store, so she doesn’t need a federal 
firearms license. However, in 
addition to gun care products, 
shooting vests and other supplies, 
she also can rent you a GoPro®, 
or ShotKam camera or even 
chronograph equipment to test 
and evaluate a shooter’s skills and/
or performance.

“I want to be known for my 

‘Shop Where You Shoot’ 
A New Business Concept

A familiar shooters’ convenience store at many ranges in southwestern states 
is the unique store in this converted Mercedes truck.
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outstanding selection of gun 
cleaning and care products 
while exceeding my customers’ 
expectations in service; even 
on the simple items,” she 
says. “I want to fill that void 
of ‘time’ between rounds in 
shooting competitions with the 
opportunity for the shooter to 
clean his gun, learn about new 
products and all the different 
products available for gun 
cleaning, care and maintenance.”

Her business philosophies are 
very basic and pretty simple!

“I do not believe in some PR 
firm developing fancy phrases 
for promotional activities for my 
business,” Micki says. “What I 
do believe in is using my past 
business experiences and what I 
have learned about business from 
‘talks’ around the kitchen table. 
My Southern upbringing is one of 
the reasons I feel so comfortable 
with my Micki’s Mobile Shooters 
Supply van where telling it like it 

is and trying my hardest to do the 
best I can is the only way I know 
how to take care of my growing 
family of shooting customers.”

Whenever possible, the products 
she features are “Made in USA,” 
and she favors disabled veteran-
owned businesses wherever 
possible. She does have some 
products that are manufactured 
overseas, but normally when there 
is no other product similar to it.

Clean guns improve accuracy 
and prolong the life of firearms. 
Micki’s products go with Modern 
Sporting Rifles and other types of 
current rifles, handguns, shotguns, 
blackpowder guns and airguns. 

Among other advantages 
Micki’s mobile store offers is 
that shooters can clean their 
guns twice a day for just $15 

and she supplies all-of-the gun 
cleaning and care products. The 
shooter gets to sample and try 
and learn about a whole lot of 
different products (many new 
to them) while cleaning and 
maintaining their guns. This 
popular service helps fill what 
can be a time void between 
rounds at a competition.

Besides all the cleaning and 
gun care products, Micki offers 
shooting vests, shooting glasses, 

custom molded ear protection, 
choke wrenches and many other 
popular shooting accessories. 

Micki doesn’t just offer supplies 
for the pistol, rifle and shotgun 
shooters, but for air guns and 
black powder.  She promotes safety 
and offers a weather forecast that 
many competitors find invaluable. 
It’s the “Shooters Weather Bar™” 
on the front of the hood of the 
cargo van that was converted into 
this traveling shop. Every hour or 
two Micki updates the weather 
conditions on the hood of the 
van to give shooters more exact 
information. Included are wind 
speed and direction, temperature, 
humidity, barometric pressure, 
visibility, elevation, latitude/
longitude and overall general 
weather conditions. This feature 

for the van was developed in 
co-operation with the National 
Weather Service and they help 
in long-range weather forecasts 
for Micki. 

Bottom line, Micki’s Mobile 
Shooters Supply cargo van is 
different for many reasons, but 
the most important reason is 
that she wants to add some fun 

and increase your enjoyment of 
your shooting sports experience. 

So the next time you are between 
rounds in a shooting competition 
or maybe just finished practicing 
for the day look for Micki’s Mobile 
Shooters Supply cargo van. 

Stop by, say hello, clean your 
gun, learn about and try out some 
new products and then replenish 
your gun cleaning supplies. 
You can also find out scheduled 
stops for the van or place orders 
at the company’s website, 
mickismobileshooterssupply.com.

W&G

The hood of Micki’s Mobile 
Shooting Supply van offers 
competitors updated weather 
information right on the range.

Micki Leopard serves many 
shooters’ needs from the huge 
firearm accessory inventory 
in her novel Mobile Shooting 
Supply store.
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nized organization as well as hav-
ing certified instruction in CPR 
and the use of an AED.
 The required Continuing Edu-
cation (CE) will take multiple 
forms including CE articles con-
tained in various magazines, on-
line course work, advanced work 
from other training companies as 
well as periodic face-to-face train-
ing opportunities with SAFTD. 
The intent is to insure SAFTD In-
structors are the most up to date in 
the defensive training community.

 This column will be used to in-
troduce a course when it rolls out 
and to provide an ongoing forum 
for training topics for the new and 
inexperienced shooter.
 We are excited about our pro-
gram. We strongly believe it fills 
a significant gap in what is being 
offered to a new defensive firearms 
student. We look forward to meet-
ing you all at SHOT Show and in 
the weeks, months and years to 
come.
 For more information, visit our 
website at: SAFTD.org.

W&G

SAF Training
Continued from Page 8

Latest Court Decision Could End
California’s CCW Restrictions

A procedural decision in a land-
mark Second Amendment case 
could spell the end for California 
laws restricting the issuance of 
permits to carry concealed hand-
guns, FoxNews.com reported on 
Nov. 12. 

The decision by the 9th US Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals would bar 
other law enforcement officials, 
including state Attorney General 
Kamala Harris, from gaining “in-
tervener status” to join in further 
challenges of its ruling in a case 
originally brought by Edward Pe-
ruta, an independent journalist, 
who sued the San Diego County 
Sheriff ’s Department over its pol-
icy of requiring a specific reason 
for being allowed to carry a con-
cealed weapon in public.

San Diego County Sheriff Bill 
Gore has said he will not fight the 
ruling, meaning there is no one 
with standing left to challenge the 
decision made in February.

In its bombshell and potentially 
precedent-setting ruling earlier 
this year, the 9th Circuit found 
those policies requiring a specific 
reason for being allowed to carry 
a concealed weapon in public to 
be unconstitutional and held that 
law-abiding citizens have a right 
to bear arms under the Consti-
tution’s Second Amendment and 
could not be required to justify 
their reasons for carrying con-
cealed weapons.

The panel simultaneously ruled 
on a similar case brought in Yolo 
County, and that county’s sheriff, 
Edward Prieto, has not indicated 
he will drop further appeals, which 
could be heard en banc by all of 
the 9th Circuit judges or by the 

US Supreme Court. Harris could 
try to join Prieto’s case, although 
the latest ruling by the court’s 
three-judge panel appears to make 
it unlikely she would be allowed.

California counties have dif-
fered on policy in the wake of the 
February decision, with Orange 
County issuing the permits on 
request and others waiting for a 
resolution in the case.

One judge on the panel dis-
agreed with the no intervener rul-
ing, saying the state should be able 
to intervene in the case to “pres-
ent an argument on an important 
constitutional question affecting 
millions of citizens.”
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US House Votes
To Raise Price
Of Duck Stamps
 The US House of Representatives 
voted in November to raise the 
price of the federal Duck Stamp 
required of all migratory bird 
hunters over the age of 16.
 The bill, HR-5069, the Federal 
Duck Stamp Act of 2014, was 
introduced by US Rep. John 
Fleming (R-LA) and supported 
by the National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF) and many 
hunting and conservation groups. 
The proceeds from sales of the 
stamps help fund the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife waterfowl 
and migratory bird habitat 
enhancement programs. The bill 
raises the duck stamp to $25 from 
the current $15. This is the first 
increase in price since 1991.

W&G
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LegallySpeaking

Courts
By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

The caller was anxious to speak 
with an attorney. He had a case 
that he was appealing and he need-
ed a lawyer. It was a simple matter. 
He had been denied a handgun li-
cense. All I had to do was take the 
case to the appeals court and they 
would order the police to give him 
a license. It was his right, he said. 
The Heller case said so. 

I tried to explain it was not that 
simple. He began listing other cas-
es to show that he had a right to 
the license. He clearly did not un-
derstand the legal process. Most 
people who are not lawyers do not 
understand the process. 

There are 51 totally separate le-
gal systems in the United States. 
Each state has its own indepen-
dent court system, its own con-
stitution, and its own laws. If the 
Vermont courts ruled that every 

citizen of Vermont not prohib-
ited by federal law from own-
ing a gun had the right to carry 
a handgun without a license, that 
ruling would have no effect on 
Massachusetts law. Massachusetts 
law says you must have a license to 
own a handgun even in your own 
home and the local chief of police 
has almost unbridled discretion to 
determine whom he feels is “suit-
able” to be given the license.

Most court systems work some-
what the same way. The lowest 
court, called the “trial court,” is 
the one you have to file your action 
in. It hears the evidence and deter-
mines the facts of the case. All the 
critical evidence must be entered 
at this level. A jury, or a judge if 
the case is not tried to a jury, will 
shift through the evidence and de-
termine the facts of the case. This 
is said to be “findings of fact.” The 
person or persons who make the 
findings (judge or jury) is called 
“the finder of facts.” These are 
technical terms (sometimes called 
“terms of art”). That is, the words 
have a specialized meaning which 
may be somewhat different from 
the common, everyday meaning 
of the words. It makes no differ-
ence what the parties think the 
facts should be. For the purpose 
of the case, the facts found by the 
“finder of facts” are final unless it 
can be shown there was a fraud on 
the court or there was a gross error 
by the court.

If you lose your case, you may 
appeal to the next level of court. 
A trial “de novo” would mean you 
are given a brand new trial as if 

the first trial never occurred. That 
is very unusual and only happens 
in special cases or if specifically 
provided for by statute. Usually 
the only thing the reviewing court 
considers is whether the trial court 
committed an error of law. No 
new evidence is taken. An appeals 
court deals with rules and legal ar-
guments. If you did not bring up 
an argument in the trial court or 
object to some ruling of the trial 
judge, you usually may not bring 
the issue before the appeals court. 
The focus of the appeals court is 
very narrow. 

For example, if someone is suing 
you because they fell in front of 
your house, the law says that they 
need to prove four things: that 
you had some duty towards the 
injured party; you failed to meet 
that duty; the failure to meet the 
duty caused injury, and the injury 
was foreseeable. If during the trial 
your defense was that you did not 
own the property (you had no 
duty), you cannot raise as an issue 
on appeal that the injured party 
was careless and thus the cause of 
the injury was not your failure to 
keep your property in repair.

Most states have two levels of 
appeals, often called an appeals 
court and a supreme court. Gen-
erally you may only bring up mat-
ters in the second appellate level 
that you placed before the first ap-
peals court. 

In addition to the state court 
systems, there is the federal court 
system. The federal courts have 
very limited jurisdiction. “Juris-
diction” is a technical term mean-
ing, in its most general sense, that 
the court has authority over a per-
son or subject.
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For example, if you get into a 
motor vehicle accident in New 
York, the New York courts have ju-
risdiction to hear a lawsuit against 
you because the accident took 
place in New York. It makes no 
difference if you live in Texas and 
the other person was from New 
Jersey. The accident was in New 
York. New York law applies. State 
courts generally have jurisdiction 
over anyone in their state or any-
thing that happens in their state.

The federal courts have juris-
diction over the enforcement 
of federal laws, treaties and the 
Constitution. In some cases they 
have jurisdiction when the suit is 
between people of different states. 
Federal courts have jurisdiction 
when the United States (or one of 
its officers) is a party, suits between 
states, suits involving foreign gov-

ernments or diplomats, or actions 
on the high seas. Two major areas 
of federal jurisdiction are things 
that impact interstate or interna-
tional commerce and things relat-
ing to the federal constitution.

The United States District 
Court is the trial court for the 
federal system. There are 94 fed-
eral district courts throughout the 
United States with at least one in 
each state, the District of Colum-
bia, and Puerto Rico. Within its 
own district, the rulings of each 
federal district court is the law. 
The states within the jurisdic-
tion of that court must comply 
with the rulings of that court. 
However, a ruling of the United 
States District Court in Boston is 
not binding on the United States 
District Court in New York. The 
two courts are of equal authority. 

One cannot tell the other what to 
do. Just because there is a ruling 
favorable to gun rights in one fed-
eral district court does not mean 
any other federal district court 
will follow that ruling.

Lawyers often cite various fed-
eral district court cases in an at-
tempt to convince some other 
judge to follow the reasoning of 
the court cited. It is, however, 
only argument, not a ruling that 
has to be followed. Some district 
courts have better reputations for 
legal scholarship than others, so 
that their rulings are considered 
more persuasive.

An appeal from a federal district 
court is to the “Circuit Court of 
Appeals” for the area in which the 
district court is located. There are 
12 federal circuit courts in the 
United States. Each has a desig-
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nated district. They are called “cir-
cuit courts” because at one time 
the judges went from one city to 
another in their area to hear cases. 
Within each circuit area, the cir-
cuit court’s rulings are law unless 
they are overruled by the United 
States Supreme Court.

If people wanted to challenge 
the Massachusetts discretionary 
gun licensing law they might start 
in the state superior court (the 
trial court) of Massachusetts. The 
case would then go to the state 
Appeals Court, and from there to 
the State Supreme Judicial Court. 
If they were still not happy, they 
could, on an issue of federal con-
stitutional law only, move the 
case to the United States District 
Court sitting in Massachusetts, 
and appeal an adverse ruling to 
the 1st Circuit Court of Appeals 
(federal). If they were still un-
happy, they could ask the United 
States Supreme Court to review 
the decision of the Circuit Court 
of Appeals. The Supreme Court, 
however, does not have to take 
the appeal. If it declines to review 
the decision of the Appeals Court, 
then the decision is final and is 
law for that circuit.

In the alternative, a challenge 
could start in the United States 
District Court, bypassing the state 
courts entirely. However, if there 
are issues involving the meaning of 
state law, the federal courts could 
decline to make a ruling until the 
state courts have clarified the state 
law. The state courts have final say 
on the meaning of state law. 

Let us say there is a favorable 
ruling on gun rights from the 9th 
Circuit Court of Appeals in Cali-
fornia. Let’s say there is an unfa-
vorable ruling in the 3rd Circuit 
out of New Jersey. These courts 

are of equal stature and one does 
not have to follow the rulings of 
another. You would have a situa-
tion where one circuit says discre-
tionary licensing without narrow 
standards is unconstitutional and 
another that says an almost identi-
cal law is just fine. So which is it?

The crazy answer is, it depends 
upon which circuit district you live 
in. Thus, you can have the law be-
ing applied differently across the 
country. However, when the circuit 
courts are divided on an issue, it is 
much more likely that the Supreme 
Court will take a case so as to create 
uniformity across the country; but, 
it does not have to do so.

There are several other rules ap-
pellate courts tend to follow. They 
do not have to rule on matters that 
were not brought before them, 
and they rule on the narrowest 
grounds necessary to resolve the 
matter at issue. That is, if the de-
cision can be made without reach-
ing an issue, the courts generally 
will not rule on that issue. 

The Supreme Court in District 
Columbia v. Heller was asked to 
rule on whether the 2nd Amend-
ment was an individual right (it 
said it was); whether the owner-
ship of modern handguns was 
protected by the 2nd Amendment 
(it said they were); and, whether 
the District of Columbia could 
prohibit people from having a 
handgun in their home for self de-
fense (it said DC could not). The 
issues of whether people could 
carry a handgun outside of their 
home, or whether a particular li-
censing provision was lawful, or 
whether the 2nd Amendment was 
binding on the states, was not be-
fore the court so the court did not 
rule on those issues.

Many people do not understand 

why any part of the federal Bill of 
Rights would not be binding on 
the states. When the federal con-
stitution was proposed, it was criti-
cized because it was feared that the 
new federal government would 
interfere with the fundamental 
freedoms of the people. There-
fore, a Bill of Rights was adopted 
as the first ten amendments to the 
Constitution. The Bill of Rights 
did not give people any rights. It 
prohibited Congress from inter-
fering with the pre-existing rights 
of the people. For example, the 
First Amendment starts, “Con-
gress shall make no law respecting 
the establishment of a religion...” 
It was assumed that people could 
look to their state constitutions 
to protect their rights from state 
action. After the Civil War, it 
became clear that even though 
slavery had been abolished by 
the Thirteenth Amendment, that 
newly freed slaves were being de-
nied the rights of citizens by the 
states. This caused the passage of 
the 14th Amendment which stat-
ed that all persons born or natu-
ralized in the United States were 
citizens of the United States and 
of the state in which they resided. 
Further, no state could pass a law 
that abridged the privileges or im-
munities of a citizen of the United 
States, nor could they deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property 
without due process of the law or 
deny any person the equal protec-
tion of the law. Based upon the 
14th Amendment, most of the 
Bill of Rights has been held en-
forceable against the states. The 
process, however, was gradual 
with the courts saying that only 
those parts of the Bill of Rights 
that protect (not grant) funda-
mental rights, were applicable 
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against the states. 
The 2nd Amendment is one of 

the last amendments to be so ap-
plied. The Heller case did not 
need to reach the question of 
whether the 2nd Amendment ap-
plied against the states because the 
District of Columbia is a federal 
entity, not a state. That issue was 
reached two years later in the case 
of McDonald v Chicago in which 
the Supreme Court ruled that the 
2nd Amendment protected a fun-
damental right to have a handgun 
for self defense. Therefore, it was 
applicable against the states and 
Chicago’s law that prohibited most 
citizens from having a handgun 
for self defense violated the federal 
constitution. The 2nd Amend-
ment, as applied against the states 
by the 14th Amendment, protects 
citizens from state action.

Neither the Heller nor the Mc-
Donald decision reached the key 
issue of what “standard of review” 
should courts judging state laws 
burdening the 2nd Amendment 
apply. The standard of review is 
the rule by which the courts will 
judge the legality of a law or the 
correctness of a court decision. 
For example, most laws only have 
to have some rational purpose in 
order to be constitutional. A law 
that said all left-handed people 
could only drive on Thursdays, 
would not pass the rational basis 
test but a law that set the speed 
limit at 55 mph would meet the 
test. Even the 1st Amendment can 
be restricted in some ways. Al-
though all speech cannot be pro-
hibited, a town, for example, may 
make reasonable limits on the 
size of political signs that can be 
placed in someone’s front yard or 
prohibit door-to-door political so-
licitations between certain hours.

When laws impact fundamental 
freedoms, such as free speech, the 

right to vote, the right to be free 
from unreasonable searches and 
seizures, then the court applies a 
higher standard. It applies either 
what is called intermediate scruti-
ny or strict scrutiny. The “rational 
basis” test is not enough. Although 
the Supreme Court specifically 
stated that a higher test than the 
rational basis test had to be ap-
plied to 2nd Amendment issues, 
it did not say which of the higher 
tests had to be applied because the 
law in DC and the law in Chicago 
did not meet even the lowest level 
of test applied to laws impacting a 
fundamental freedom.

Because the Supreme Court did 
not rule on that issue, the question 
of what standard of review should 
be applied to laws that burden the 
2nd Amendment has been left to 
the lower federal courts. The issue 
has been brought in the federal 
district courts and a number of 
the circuit courts. The circuits are 
dividing on whether the right of 
self defense, and the right to have 
a handgun as protected by the 2nd 
Amendment, extends beyond the 
home. They are dividing on the 
question of whether applicants 
for handgun licenses must prove 
they are worthy of the license or 
if the state must prove they are 
unworthy. They are divided on 
whether the government needs 
to show that laws impacting gun 
ownership address some compel-
ling state interest and are narrowly 
drawn; or if some lesser standard 
will pass constitutional muster. 
Until the Supreme Court takes 
up one of the many cases now be-
ing brought across the country, 
the lower courts will continue to 
divide and the 2nd Amendment 
right to have a handgun for self 
defense will have different mean-
ings for different Americans de-
pending upon where they live.
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

Often in the first issue of the 
year I present the Resolutions 
that were accepted at the previous 
September’s Gun Rights Policy 
Conference, as a suggested guide-
line for something that you might 
like to consider working towards 
during the year. Every year since 
the inception of the conference 
the Farmer Resolution has been 
included. The Amended Farmer 
Doctrine states that “an attack on 
any class of arms is an attack on all 
classes of arms.” A logical exten-
sion would be that an attack on 
one kind of arms user is an attack 
on all. 

It is true in all kinds of things 
that unity is imperative to sur-
vival. However, it is not always 
easy to stick together. This year in 
Maine was a case in point.

For neither the first, nor sadly 
the last, time there was a Citizen’s 
Initiative on the ballot to ban the 
hunting of bears with “dogs, bait, 
or traps.” The wording was such 
that it gave the impression there 

was a choice between the three, 
but there was not. It was hunting 
in the three successful ways, or no 
hunting, including if you had a 
problem bear in your vicinity. If 
the measure had been successful, 
only authorized personnel from 
the state would be able to harvest 
bear.

Intellectually, the hunting of 
bears by interested people is not 
hard to defend. We have wildlife 
biologists who study the animals 
and plants in our state. They de-
termine how many of each species 
should be harvested. At present, 
hunters are not culling enough 
bears to provide a viable popula-
tion. The bear population is in-
creasing, and each species has an 
impact on the others in an area.

In southern Maine as in much 
of the east, whitetail deer are over-
abundant. Their major predator is 
man. While there is a good deer 
harvest by hunters, it is extremely 
disturbing to see how many deer 
are “taken” by vehicles. 

In areas where there are too 
many deer the vegetation—both 
natural and introduced—suffers. 
There is an impact on the fauna, 
on other animals who use the veg-
etation for food and shelter, and 
on humans who share the deer’s 
space. Elaborate means must be 
taken to keep these herbivores out 
of gardens and away from orna-
mental plantings. Many people 
simply give up on the idea of hav-
ing plants around their homes.

However, this is not the case 

statewide. In Northern Maine 
bears have had a serious impact 
on the deer herd. Coyotes get a lot 
of blame, but newborn deer and 
moose provide a large part of the 
diet of bears that have just come 
out of hibernation. The coinci-
dence of the occurrences (birth 
and awakening) seems a good eco-
logical match. It has been highly 
detrimental for a deer herd that 
is also coping with harsh winters 
and a loss of many adults due to 
coyotes, and overuse of habitat.

Still, if the state biologists are ig-
nored and everyone simply thinks 
about the aesthetics of these 
methods, the “No on 1” was hard 
to sell. Thankfully, we were able to 
do so. Most of the bear are taken 
over bait, and that was something 
that was distorted by the propo-
nents of this initiative. “Garbage” 
was what they called the day-old 
doughnuts that are the mainstay 
of baiters. The best part of the 
baiting argument was that it al-
lows the hunter to examine the 
bear he is considering, and not 
take mothers with cubs. 

It is legal to take a bear in Maine 
during deer hunting season. Few 
are taken. The fact is that one 
rarely comes across a bear while 
walking through the woods. They 
are smart and cunning and do not 
especially like people.

A bear referendum can pass be-
cause of the emotion that is raised 
among non-hunters, but why are 
they put on the ballot? The sugges-
tion was made during the debates 

The End Game
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our troops because such a large 
portion of American men were ca-
pable hunters. What will happen 
should that cease to be the case?

What will happen to our free-
doms should a large portion of our 
Second Amendment supporters 

stop doing the things that make 
them aware of their rights? We 
must always remember that we 
are all in this together, and protect 
the rights of those whose particu-
lar interest we do not share. 

W&G

on our initiative that the Humane 
Society of the United States wants 
to end hunting. The way they are 
attempting to do this is by pro-
moting predators. As I pointed 
out, in northern Maine bears and 
coyotes have seriously diminished 
the deer herd. As predators in-
crease, their prey diminishes to 
the point that hunting by humans 
needs to be decreased and eventu-
ally entirely eliminated.

HSUS has sponsored bear ini-
tiatives in several states, and has 
had similar legislation propos-
ing the banning of hunting with 
dogs. Their claim that using dogs 
for hunting, whether finding, re-
trieving, or chasing game, is cruel 
to the dogs shows only that they 
have no knowledge of canines! 
Dogs are happy when they are 
working at whatever activity they 
do. They love to pull and herd and 
hunt. A dog that is doing the job 
for which he was bred exudes joy. 
Misguided though it is, HSUS 
can garner the emotion necessary 
to ultimately eliminate hunting.

That is not the end game.
What would happen if no one 

hunts? It would be a crippling 
blow to the pro-arms segment of 
the country. Hunting is one of the 
alleged but non-existent “rights” 
that anti-gun groups claim they 
do not want to infringe. However, 
suppose it becomes extremely dif-
ficult or impossible for people to 
hunt? Many would simply give 
up the practice. Many more who 
would have started hunting be-
cause they had friends or relatives 
as an example, would never start.

Just as when our country fought 
for independence, and when 
the United States was eventually 
brought into the two European 
world wars, it was easy to prepare 

 The recent tragic shooting at 
Florida State University (FSU) 
should have been prevented, 
and could have been stopped as 
soon as it started, according to 
FloridaCarry.org.
 While people were being shot 
at FSU, a combat veteran looked 
on in horror. Despite being “in 
position” to end the assault, and 
in spite of having the necessary 
skills and training to defend 
himself and his community had 
he been armed, as the first shots 
rang out he realized that he could 
do nothing. 
 Even as an expert marksman-
qualified Army infantry veteran, 
he was powerless to help due to 
Florida laws that require that he 
be disarmed on campus.
 “This is the result of the failed 
policy of creating places, such as 
Florida campuses, where unstable 
attackers know that they can bring 

FSU Shooting Seen as 
Failure of Gun-Free Zones

mayhem without fear of being 
immediately stopped,” Florida 
Carry noted, which advocates 
change.
 “The tragedy at FSU has once 
again showed, to horrible effect, 
that people must not be deprived 
of their right to an effective means 
of self-defense,” Florida Carry 
said in a press release. “This attack 
was also another tragic reminder 
that, far too often, people who 
are known to be disturbed are not 
being referred for mental health 
interventions that could save 
lives.”
 The state pro-gun groups said 
it has resolved “to do everything 
within our power to protect and 
expand the right of self-defense 
throughout Florida. College 
Campuses are no strangers to 
violent crime, saying “campus 
carry is needed now.”
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Latest Gun News
Get up-to-the-minute reporting on gun is-
sues, including legislation and legal cases at 
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DC’s Proposed Ordinance 
Changes Could Draw 
Contempt Citation

 The District of Columbia 
(DC) City Council is flirting 
with a contempt of court citation 
in a long-running lawsuit over 
concealed carry.

 The Council plans, with a 
few modifications, to make 
permanent the same concealed 
carry regulations lawmakers 
passed on a temporary basis, 
after a federal judge found the 
city’s ban on concealed or open 
carry outside the home was 
unconstitutional.

 A DC Council committee 
marking up the regulations has 
recommended modest changes 
to the new regulations, including 
the presumption that places 
of worship would not allow 
concealed handguns unless they 
advertise otherwise and a change 
in the makeup of the board 
appointed to hear appeals on 
denied concealed carry permits 
to include two members with 
experience handling firearms.

 Despite heated discussion over 
whether the District’s laws should 
make personal information 
about gunowners and concealed 
carry permit holders public, 
the committee opted to default 
to the police department’s 
recommendations to block the 
release of identifying information.

 Federal District Court Judge 
Frederick J. Scullin Jr. in July 
ruled to overturn the city’s ban on 

the carrying of firearms in public 
after a five-year court battle in 
a suit sponsored by the Second 
Amendment Foundation. 
The suit is captioned Parker 
v. District of Columbia. The 
Council adopted the temporary 
discretionary regulations that 
allowed residents and non-
residents of Washington to apply 
for carry licenses. However, 
according to The Washington 
Times, as of late November, 38 
people have applied for permits, 
but none has been approved.

 Gun owners seeking to obtain 
concealed carry permits from the 
city have criticized the legislation 
for requiring them to prove a 
special need for self-protection.

 Attorney Alan Gura, who is 
representing four gunowners who 
brought the case against the city, 
has argued the licensing scheme 
requiring a specific need is so 
restrictive as to be in violation of 
Judge Scullin’s orders and that the 
city should be held in contempt 
of his order and made to draft 
new regulations. A decision by 
the judge is pending, but the 
DC Council’s Committee on the 
Judiciary and Public Safety made 
no changes to the law reflective of 
any of the plaintiffs’ arguments 
against requiring a specific threat 
or need for protection.

 “If they’re going to spend time 
doing anything, they should 

make the law relevant to 
people who might want 
to exercise their Second 
Amendment rights,” Gura 
said of the changes made 
to the latest draft of the 
legislation, according to 

The Times.
Changes to the draft version 

of the measure place houses 
of worship in the category of 
locations with a presumed ban 
on concealed firearms. Private 
residences would presume a 
ban unless the property owner 
agreed. Private businesses would 
be presumed to allow concealed 
firearms unless they post signage 
saying otherwise.

 The new draft also adds “any 
polling place on any day voting 
takes place” and the Naval 
Observatory and its grounds—
where the vice president resides—
to the list of locations where 
concealed firearms are banned. 
Other banned locations include 
schools, government buildings, 
arenas, bars and within 1,000 
feet of demonstrations or high-
ranking dignitaries.

 The draft makes one change 
that could favor gun owners, 
however.

 The committee markup 
report revised the committee 
composition, expanding it 
to seven members, removing 
the judge and adding instead 
a mental health professional 
and two District residents with 
experience in the operation, care 
and handling of firearms.
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Pennsylvania Cities File Lawsuit
Challenging New Preemption Law

Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Lan-
caster and five Democratic state 
lawmakers filed suit against the 
state of Pennsylvania on Nov. 10 
in Commonwealth Court to over-
turn a new firearms preemption 
law signed by Gov. Tom Corbett 
just four days earlier.

The law broadens who can sue 
cities over gun ordinances that are 
tougher than state law, including 
gun membership organizations.   
The suit alleges cities “will be 
forced to defend lawsuits brought 
under an unconstitutional statute.” 

According to the Pittsburgh 

newspapers the plaintiffs claim 
the law violates the state Constitu-
tion’s “single subject” and “original 
purpose” clauses because lawmak-
ers added gun law language into 
House Bill 80, initially drafted to 
establish a law specifically cover-
ing wire or copper theft. 

“This legislation is not only 
unconstitutional but designed to 
bully cities like Pittsburgh trying 
to stop the flow of illegal guns 
into their neighborhoods,” Pitts-
burgh Mayor Bill Peduto said in 
a statement. 

Pittsburgh’s ordinance requires 

 Minnesota’s fastest-growing 
high school sport is trap shooting. 
According to USNewswire 6,100 
student athletes represented 
185 high school trap shooting 
teams participating in the 2014 
Minnesota State High School 
Clay Target League’s (MSHSCTL) 
spring season.
 The Minnesota State High 
School League sponsored 45 
activity programs in the 2013-
2014 school year and is one of the 
most comprehensive programs 
of interscholastic activities in 
the United States. The clay 
target activity led all activity 
programs with a 79% increase in 
participation over the previous 
school year and is ranked 17th 
amongst the top participation 
of sponsored activities. The 
participation increase of other top 
activities over the previous school 
year included Girl’s Dance (21%), 
Girls’ Volleyball (6%), Girl’s Cross 

gunowners to report lost or stolen 
firearms within 24 hours. Penal-
ties include a fine up to $500, or 
up to $1,000 and up to 90 days 
in jail for a second offense. The 
state has no mandatory report-
ing requirement, although similar 
proposals were frequently filed 
without success in the Common-
wealth’s legislature.

In 2009, the NRA sued Pitts-
burgh over its ordinance, but 
courts dismissed the suit based on 
standing. The suit said the city or-
dinance violated state law and that 
local governments were “infring-
ing upon the rights of law-abiding 
gun owners.”

W&G

Trapshooting Leads 
Minnesota School Sports

Country (6%), and Boy’s Nordic 
Skiing (6%).
 “In 2010 the League had 340 
participating student athletes,” 
said Jim Sable, executive director 
of the MSHSCTL. “By almost 
doubling the League participation 
this year, more schools and their 
student athletes are discovering 
how fun and safe shooting sports 
really is,” Sable said. “Since 2001, 
the League has no reported injuries 
or school gun-free zone violations 
and it is the only co-ed and 
adaptive sport in high school.”
 With more than 8,000 student 
athletes expected to participate 
in the clay target league in 2015, 
additional shooting ranges are 
expected to participate and 
many current shooting ranges 
participating in the program are 
improving their facilities.
 The Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources has approved 
nearly $400,000 in expedited 

small range trap shooting grants 
to expand, improve or upgrade 
trap shooting ranges across the 
state. The grants are the result 
of a $2.16 million legislative 
appropriation earlier this year that 
aims to increase shooting range 
capacity for youth trap shooters 
by providing matching funds to 
recreational shooting clubs open 
for public use.
 The USA High School Clay 
Target League is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization and operates 
the Minnesota State High 
School Clay Target League as the 
independent provider of shooting 
sports as an extracurricular co-
ed and adapted activity for high 
schools and students in grades six 
through twelve who have earned 
their firearms safety certification. 
The League’s priorities are safety, 
fun and marksmanship—in that 
order. 
 For more information about 
the Minnesota State High School 
Clay Target League, visit online 
at: mnclaytarget.com.
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New Cleaning Products
Continued from Page 17

Besides the AR craze and politics, 
other factors also influence what 
people buy in the way of gun care 
products.

“The concealed carry market 
is something else that drives 
what people want,” Weeks said. 
“Shooters tend to like small, 
compact cleaning kits to go along 
with concealed carry guns.”

Weeks said CLP products—
cleaning, lubricating, protecting 
products—came about because 
the military wanted a single 
product that would do all three 
things. Breakfree developed the 
CLP product of the same name, 
and a new category was born. 
Today, a number of CLP products 
are on the market, including 
Breakfree and FrogLube.

“Another one is Slip 2000, 
which is a ‘green’ product that 
contains no petroleum distillates,” 
Weeks said. “There’s been a big 
move to that type of product.”

Even with the move to green 
cleaners, Weeks said, many 
shooters still like more traditional 
products.

“For the old timers who have 
been shooting a long time, if 
something doesn’t smell nasty 
and threaten to burn you and 
your house down, it’s not strong 
enough,” he said.  

As politics change, and the 
popularity of particular firearms 
rise and fall, the products that 
shooters want for gun care and 
cleaning follow their own trends. 
Some of those connections aren’t 
obvious, but they all tell a part of 
the story of firearms ownership in 
the 21st Century.
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the HPR (High Performance 
Downrange) 115-grain JHP. I 
have also used the 124-grain 
JHP loading from the same 
company. With a clean powder 
burn and good accuracy, these 
loads havegiven me meaningful 
practice. 

The Beretta BU 9 Nano is a 
good concealed carry handgun 
well worth its price. Take a hard 
look at the Nano, it just may fit 
your needs. 
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Beretta Nano
Continued from Page 20

The Barber Leatherworks 
Chameleon has given the author 
good service. 

second to a second and a half. 
Then the brain will respond to the 
second click. At this point, you’re 
already three to four seconds past 
the point of wanting to shoot and 
you’re still trying to get the gun 
back into the fight.”

With all of that said, if someone 
has made a decision to carry a 
firearm and a backup gun, how 
should she select a backup gun?

“Too often, people think of a 
backup gun as something really 

Rob Pincus has recently 
published a video on training to 
carry a backup gun, available 
from his online store at icestore.
us. 

tiny and completely different from 
the primary gun for some reason,” 
Pincus said. “That comes from 
a law enforcement perspective, 
where an officer is carrying a 
full-sized gun on the hip in a big 
holster, openly. Then you need a 
very small, compact gun hidden 
in a pocket or under your vest or 
in an ankle holster; by default, 
that’s a different type of gun.”

By contrast, when you’re an 
average person who’s already 
carrying a mid-sized or compact 
gun hidden on your body 
somewhere, your backup gun can 
be the same model or a smaller 
version of it.

“You might carry a Glock 17 or 
19 as your main carry gun, and a 
Glock 26 as your backup,” Pincus 
said. “That way you have basically 
the same gun with exactly the 
same operation, and you can use 
the magazines and ammunition 
interchangeably. Your backup gun 
feels and shoots exactly the same 
way that your primary gun does. 
You’re just carrying it at a different 
place on your body.”
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Backup Guns
Continued from Page 25
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wise to proof the pistol extensively 
with whichever load you choose 
for personal defense. 

A short-barrel handgun in 9mm 
Luger doesn’t develop the veloc-
ity a five-inch barrel handgun 
will. It would be wise to choose 
a 115-grain JHP for personal de-
fense use in this handgun. The 
heavier 124-grain loads and par-
ticularly the 135- to 147-grain 
loads probably will not exhibit 

significant expansion in this hand-
gun. The Black Hills 115-grain 
FMJ loading is a good training 
resource that always gives good 
accuracy, and this was not a dif-
ferent case. The Ruger stayed on 
the target and fired to the point of 
aim at 10 yards with this loading.

 Switching to the Black Hills 
Ammunition 115-grain EXP load-
ing I also enjoyed good accuracy. 
While this handgun is designed 
for short range combat use, abso-

lute accuracy is always interesting. 
The Ruger LC9S demonstrated a 
3-inch group for 5 shots from a 
solid bench rest at the 15-yard line. 
Some groups were larger and some 
smaller, the pistol is obviously ac-
curate enough for personal defense. 
The EXP loading is driven to the 
highest pressure possible without 
resorting to +P pressure, and that 
works for me. Black Hills Ammu-
nition also offers a 115-grain +P, 
a 124-grain JHP and a 124-grain 
JHP +P, but I reserve these for use 
in large frame handguns.  

After test firing the LC9S and 
putting it through the paces in 
both combat firing and bench rest 
firing for accuracy, I find a credi-
ble handgun with much to recom-
mend. The pistol is reliable with 
modern JHP loads, it fits most 
hands well, the new trigger ac-
tion is smooth, crisp and reliable. 
Overall the Ruger LC9S cannot 
be faulted. It is a good defensive 
handgun well worth its price. 
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The new striker-fired LC9S features a dust cover at the rear of the 
slide. Note good quality grip stippling on the Ruger grip frame. 

Ruger LC9
Continued from Page 27

‘Choke Point’ Bill
Filed in House
 US Rep. Blaine Luetkemeyer (R-
MO) has introduced the Financial 
Institution Customer Protection 
Act to address “Operation Choke 
Point,” a federal program that has 
allegedly affected the financial 
stability and credit availability 
of various levels of the firearms 
industry.
 There have been several 
published reports in recent years 
of retailers, distributors and 
manufacturers in the firearms 
industry who have had banking 
relationships terminated; many 
of those examples referenced 
the “reputational risk” of doing 
business with companies in the 
firearms and ammunition industry.
 The intent of the Financial 
Institution Customer Protection Act 
is to address Operation Choke Point 
(or other similar federal initiatives) 
while allowing federal banking 
regulators and the Department 
of Justice (DOJ) the flexibility to 
go after bad actors, which was the 
original intent of the program. 
The legislation will provide greater 
transparency and accountability 
and oversight of federal banking 
regulators and DOJ.
 It sets up specific requirements 
for deposit account termination 
requests and orders by dictating 
that banking regulators (FDIC, 
OCC, Federal Reserve, and 
NCUA) cannot suggest, request 
or order a financial institution to 
terminate a banking relationship 
unless the regulator has material 
reason for doing so. The bill 
makes clear that reputational risk 
alone is not enough reason to 
order account terminations.
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ResourceDirectory
Sources for EAA Pavonna 
feature, Page 12

EAA Pavona Specs
EAA Corporation USSG
eaacorp.com
Blued slide, Sapphire/silver 
frame
Caliber:  9MM
Action Type: DA/SA
Capacity: 13 + 1 rounds
Slide:  blued stainless
Frame:   polymer
Barrel length:  3.6”
Overall length:  7.3”
Width:   1.4”
Height:   4.5”
Weight: 1.9 lbs.
Sights:  Windage 
adjustable, 3 dot
Safeties: Manual thumb 
lever, standard configuration, no 
decocker
Magazines: 1 included, 13 
round capacity
MSRP:  $476
Extra Magazines:$40 ea., 2 for 
$50, 3 for $75
Other calibers offered:  
.380ACP, .40SW
Concealed carry purses, all 
styles MSRP $239

A Girl and A Gun Women’s 
Shooting League
agirlandagun.org

Blueguns
blueguns.com

Federal Premium Ammunition
federalpremium.com

Firearms Academy of Seattle
firearmsacademy.com

Freedom Munitions
freedommunitions.com

Hornady Manufacturing, Inc.

hornady.com

Remington Ammunition
remington.com

Specifications and Sources for 
Beretta Nano feature, Page 18

Beretta USA Corp
17601 Beretta Dr., Dept. WG
Accokeek MD 20607
800-636-3420
berettausa.com

Action Locked Breech DAO 
Semi-Auto
Overall Length   5.7”
Overall Height  4.25”
Maximum Width .93”
Weight Unloaded 20.0 oz. 
Weight Loaded  2.5 oz 
Barrel Length   2.9”
Barrel    Steel
Magazine  6-Rd. 
Detachable Box
Slide     Steel
Frame      Polymer 
Trigger Pull 
Weight   7.5 lbs.
Warranty  One year limited
MSRP  starting at $445

Barber Leatherworks
211 Dayton Rd., Dept. WG
Newark, OH, 43055
barberleatherworks.com

Hornady Mfg.
hornady.com

Sources and specifications for 
Ruger LC9 feature, Page 26

Sturm, Ruger & Co
200 Ruger Road, Dept. WG
Prescott, AZ 86301
ruger.com

LC9
Caliber: 9mm Luger
Capacity:  7+1

Barrel Length:  3.12”
Barrel 
Material:  Alloy steel
Barrel Finish Blued
Slide Material  Through-hard -
ened alloy steel
Slide Finish Blued
Grip Frame Black, high per -
formance, glass-filled nylon
MSRP  $449-$629, de-
pending on sight options

Barber Leatherworks
211 Dayton Rd., Dept. WG
Newark, OH, 43055
barberleatherworks.com

Black Hills Ammunition
PO Box 3090
Rapid City SD 57709
black-hills.com
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Illinois Suit
Continued from Page 7

statute, their self-defense rights 
are suspended immediately after 
they cross the Illinois state line.”

SAF is asking the federal court 
for a declaratory judgment on 
equal protection and due process 
constitutional grounds, according 
to Gottlieb. He is confident that 
the court will agree.

“It makes no sense at all for 
Illinois to enforce such a nar-
rowly-defined law that seems to 
recognize the rights of some non-
residents,” he said, “while dis-
missing the rights of most other 
non-residents. We can’t allow that 
kind of discriminatory situation 
to stand.”
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society that it often fails to garner 
public censure and outrage.’

“Mr. Chairman,” Versnel con-
tinued, “the United Nations rec-
ognizes the right of governments 
to defend themselves, and to pos-
sess the means of doing so. Yet this 
body perpetuates the situation 
that keeps the number of women 
victims growing by denying them, 
and in fact all human beings, the 
means to—and decrying even 
their right to—defend themselves. 
They are the victims not of small 
arms, but of political philosophies 
and state policies that say only 
governments are worthy of de-
fending themselves. To argue that 
people have the right to live but 
not to defend their lives is to ar-
gue in favor of continuing to keep 
women at risk of criminal violence 
in places where government does 
little to protect them. 

“Mr. Chairman, this body must 
address the right of women to de-
fend themselves and their right to 
have the physical means—includ-
ing firearms—of doing so. Or, ac-
knowledge the hypocrisy inherent 
in proclaiming support for wom-
en’s causes while keeping them 
vulnerable to male-perpetuated 
criminal violence.”

The list of non-government (civ-
il society) speakers also addressing 
the General Assembly included 
others who support the right to 
civilian small arms ownership, as 
well as those who have been cam-
paigning for international small 
arms control for many years.

The UN Arms Trade Treaty, just 
one of several international initia-
tives to disarm civilian popula-
tions, has now been accepted by 
52 nations and will be in force as 

of Dec. 24, 2014. While Secretary 
of State John Kerry signed the 
ATT on behalf of the Obama Ad-
ministration, a majority of the US 
Senate has informed the White 
House that it will not ratify the 
treaty.

W&G

UN Address
Continued from Page 6

LA Eyes Mandatory
Gun Lock Ordinance 

A newly proposed Los Angeles 
city ordinance would require resi-
dents to secure handguns when 
they aren’t being used, either by 
storing them in a locked container 
or disabling them with a trigger 
lock, according to the Los Angeles 
Times.

City Councilman Paul Kreko-
rian, who proposed the measure, 
said that California law requires 
trigger locks to be sold with fire-
arms, yet “there is no requirement 
that [they] actually be used.”

The idea received immediate 
support from several other City 
Council members, including Bob 
Blumenfield, Bernard C. Parks, 
Gil Cedillo, Paul Koretz and 
Mitch O’Farrell.

“It is unconscionable to have 
a weapon in your home and not 
have it be stored properly, espe-
cially if you have children,” Blu-
menfield said at a recent news 
conference alongside Krekorian.

The proposal will be vetted by 
a City Council committee focused 
on public safety issues before the 
entire council votes on whether to 
ask City Atty. Mike Feuer to draft 
such an ordinance.

San Francisco passed a similar 
law seven years ago, which was 
challenged by gunowners and up-
held by a federal appeals court ear-
lier this year.
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Another Utah
City Complies
With Pre-emption
 Under fire from the Second 
Amendment Foundation, the 
Park City, UT, City Council has 
repealed four sections of local law 
regulating firearms.
 The Park City Council 
unanimously approved repealing 
the sections. None of the council 
members appeared to be pleased 
to be casting a vote loosening gun 
laws inside Park City, and several 
of them said they were unhappy 
they were doing so, according to 
the local newspaper.
 The four sections that were 
repealed were: a prohibition on 
the use and possession of firearms; 
a prohibition on the carrying of 
a concealed weapon, including a 
firearm; a prohibition on carrying 
a loaded gun inside a vehicle, on 
a street or in a posted area where 
guns are barred, and a prohibition 
on someone drawing or showing 
a gun in “an angry or threatening 
manner,” regardless of whether 
it is loaded. The section also 
prohibits someone from using a 
gun in a fight.
 In a report to Mayor Jack 
Thomas and the City Council, 
Tricia Lake, a City Hall attorney, 
outlined that repealing the sections 
“would bring Park City’s firearms 
ordinances into compliance with 
State law.”
 Several Utah communities 
had already revised their gun 
ordinances as a result of the threat 
of possible legal action by the 
Second Amendment Foundation 
(SAF) to force municipalities to 
comply with state pre-emption 
laws. SAF has been conducting 
a pre-emption enforcement 
campaign for over a year on a 
state-by-state basis.
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For food banks nationwide, 
acquiring protein is a challenge 
because of the high cost of meat, 
which only seems to be growing 
more costly these days. Fortu-
nately, during hunting seasons, 
hunters help make up the short-
fall with generous donations of 
protein-rich, low-fat venison that 
provide 11 million meals annually 
to the less fortunate.

The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation (NSSF), the trade 
association for the firearms, am-
munition, hunting and shoot-
ing sports industry, reports that, 
thanks to hunters, an estimated 
2.8 million pounds of game meat 
makes its way each year to food 
pantries, church kitchens and 
shelters and onto the plates of 
those in need.  

“Without venison, some of these 
organizations would not have pro-
tein, wouldn’t have meat, to give 
to those folks who are coming 
in,” said Peter Aldrich of Hunt To 
Feed in Connecticut.

With one deer able to feed up 
to 200 people, it’s easy to see how 
important donations of hunter-
harvested venison are to charitable 
food providers. Last year in Mis-
souri, for example, 4,500 hunt-
ers donated more than 227,000 
pounds of venison through a state 
program. 

NSSF has produced a video, 
website and infographic that tell 
the story and impact of hunters’ 
generosity. The NSSF video called 
“Share Your Harvest” encourages 
hunters to contribute some por-
tion of their harvest this hunting 
season.

For more information, visit nssf.
org.
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Hunters Feed 
Needy With 
11 Million Meals

In an amendment to its 
historically tough gun control 
laws, the Russian government 
under President Vladimir Putin 
has eased restrictions, allowing 
citizens to carry licensed firearms 
for ‘self-defense’ purposes.
 Until now Russian gun 
enthusiasts were only permitted to 
carry firearms for hunting or target 
shooting after obtaining a license 
through the Interior Ministry. 
Now Russian gun licenses are to 
be renewed every five years, and 
applicants face strict background 
checks and are required to take 
gun safety courses.
 The addendum to the law passed 
by the Russian Parliament now lists 
self-defense as a legally acceptable 
reason for carrying a weapon. 
 The new law broadly defines 
self-defense weapons, including 
smoothbore long barreled guns, 
pistols, revolvers, and other 
firearms, as well as Tasers, and 
devices equipped with teargas. 
Long barreled firearms and edged 
weapons are, however, forbidden 
by the law. 
 In addition, the amendment 
softened requirements for 
foreigners bringing arms into the 
Russian Federation or purchasing 
arms on Russian territory. The 
grace period for foreigners 
awaiting a license from the 
Interior Ministry for firearms has 
been increased from 5 to 10 days.
 The Russian government’s press 
service underscored that carrying 
a weapon will remain prohibited 
at educational institutions, 
establishments which operate at 
night and serve alcohol, and mass 
public gatherings such as street 
demonstrations or protests. The 
legislation also forbids carrying a 
weapon while under the influence 

of alcohol.
 Previously, Russians were 
only permitted to own firearms 
(subject to approval) for hunting 
or sporting purposes such as 
competitions. Now, under the 
new law, they will soon be allowed 
to carry guns openly or concealed 
for self-defense.
 The new law is not entirely a 
surprise. There has been an ongoing 
campaign within the former Soviet 
nation to relax the country’s gun 
laws. Russian television stations 
have done extensive reports on 
the trend to foster new shall-issue 
handgun carry licensing laws 
in the US, and an international 
firearms rights conference was held 
in Moscow in October 2013 at 
which pro-gun organizations from 
almost every part of Russia and 
many other nations, including the 
US were represented. 
 Second Amendment Founder 
and Executive Vice President Alan 
M. Gottlieb and his wife, Women 
& Guns Publisher Julianne 
Versnel were participants at that 
Moscow gathering along with 
some of the Russian Parliament’s 
leading politicians.
 Some media outlets reporting 
on the new law focused on 
Russia’s high rate of violent 
crime involving guns but did not 
compare those rates with much 
lower ones in the US where over 
11 million people are licensed 
to carry concealed. They did 
however focus on the fact that a 
2011 Levada poll found that 81% 
of Russians opposed easing the 
previous gun regulations. 
 Putin endorsed the new law, 
saying, “You can get a lot more 
done with politeness and a weapon 
than with politeness alone.”

W&G

Putin Allows Russian Citizens
To Carry Guns for Self-Defense
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From theEditor
If you don’t stay up late on Dec. 

31 you miss the official start of the 
New Year and its attendant hoopla. 
But whenever you go to bed on the 
last day of December, a new year 
awaits you when you awake.

Sometimes, too, what awaits you 
is a hastily made “Resolutions” list 
and the remains of the year before, 
whether in the form of your holi-
day decorations or a half of tin of 
anchovies in the refrigerator.

It takes a lot of resolve to hew to 
the “fast away the old year passes” 
line and be ready for action on the 
morning of Jan. 1. On the other 
hand, if you rush to throw out the 
old year, you sometimes lose key 
pieces of it. My brother and sister 
and I still speak sadly of a Captain 
Hook puppet which disappeared 
40+ years ago in a frenzy of holi-
day cleanup, before any of us got a 
chance to put him into action.

In that spirit, I think it’s worth re-
viewing a few items from 2014 be-
fore we move on to 2015.

My last business trip of the year 
occurs at the end of September, 
when I head to the Gun Rights Pol-
icy Conference (GRPC), sponsored 
by the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms and 
the Second Amendment Founda-
tion, parent of W&G.

We were back in Chicago, home 
to the landmark Supreme Court’s 
McDonald decision and its cadre of 
fiercely dedicated Illinois activists. 
It was great to see so many famil-
iar faces, including Colleen Lawson, 
Rhonda Ezell and Valinda Rowe, all 
of whom have played significant 
roles in Illinois’ long march to con-
cealed carry licensing and to some 
measure of parity for its Chicago-
land residents.

Colleen’s happy idea of present-
ing W&G’s publisher, Julianne Ver-

snel Gottlieb, with an award in ap-
preciation of her efforts on behalf 
of women—and really, all—gun-
owners—at Saturday’s reception. 
At Friday night’s get together, she 
took folks aside and filmed their 
tributes to Julianne. By Saturday’s 
event she had it all edited into a few 
minutes worth of accolades, which 
deeply touched our publisher.

I doubt if many people know how 
much work she has put into the 
cause of gunowners, first nation-
ally, and, now, increasingly, inter-
nationally. The story on Page 6 of 
this issue details her testimony last 
fall to the UN, and she has been 
working—and travelling, travelling, 
travelling—for at least the last half 
dozen years to help expand the no-
tion of self-defense as a basic hu-
man right for literally everyone in 
the world. 

If you think a room full of local 
activists strategizing about a single 
proposed law is tough—imagine 
that same room full of people from 
different countries, speaking differ-
ent languages and with different 
agendas.

The 2014 GRPC also took a look 
at the then-upcoming mid-term 
elections, from a national, state 
and even local perspective.

The news from November was 
mostly very good for gunowners, 
but a couple of key losses—mostly 
expected, still sting.

The dueling initiatives in Wash-
ington State ended with gunown-
ers there in a big hole. It was a hole 
dug not by grassroots activists, but 
by billionaires with an agenda, no-
tably former New York City Mayor 
Michael Bloomberg. Not all states 
have a ballot initiative process, but 
many do, and increasingly, the anti-
gunners have taken their wallets 
and the media attention they can 

buy to focus on that course, rath-
er than fighting in the legislative 
trenches or in courtrooms. 

The good news is that this allows 
gun rights activists to continue their 
victories—notably in the courts, but 
also in state legislatures, where their 
activism really does make a difference.

That brings us to the “resolu-
tions” portion of the new year.

While 2015 won’t have federal 
elections, it will have the start of 
the next election cycle. For mem-
bers of the House of Representa-
tives, the next race starts days, 
even hours, after the last one has 
been won or lost. For senators, the 
time to “get right” with constitu-
ents and to raise money is longer, 
but ever present.

And, of course, the 2016 presiden-
tial race started a few minutes after 
the 2014 polls closed in Iowa. I had a 
bet with a friend as to what time that 
race would be mentioned on the 
evening of the 2014 elections, and I 
believe my 9:30 P.M. was the winner.

Now is the time to pay attention 
to what presidential hopefuls, sen-
ate aspirants and congressional 
contenders are saying, and more 
importantly, doing. 

It’s also a good time to look at 
gubernatorial jobseekers, county 
legislature wanna-bes and the like.

And, as always, when thinking 
about resolutions, to remember 
one made at the very first GRPC. 
Proposed by Georgia activist Linda 
Farmer, and adopted at every GRPC 
since 1986, it states that the par-
ticipants will recognize an attack on 
one class of gunowner as an attack 
on all gunowners. 

Over the years it has changed a 
little in wording, but the steadfast-
ness of it has never waivered. 
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Packed with the latest technological advances and features 

required by today’s most demanding shooters, the Ruger ® 

LCR ® is the evolution of the revolver. The Ruger ® LCR ® is a 

lightweight, small-frame revolver with a uniquely smooth trigger and 

highly manageable recoil. Available in ten models and five calibers, there is an  

LCR ® for every need – from personal protection to low cost practice at the range.

©2014 Sturm, Ruger & Co., Inc.    112414RUGER.COM/LCR

Hogue® Tamer ™ Monogrip ®

High-Strength Stainless Steel Cylinder

External Hammer for Single or Double- 
Action Use (LCRx ™ – Model 5430 only)

Patented Ruger ® Friction  
Reducing Cam

Smooth, Manageable Trigger with  
Non-Stacking Trigger Pull

Trigger Pull Comparison

• 9MM LUGER
• 38 SPL +P
• 22 LR

• 22 WMR
• 357 MAG
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