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News

By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

The March resignation of B. 
Todd Jones as director of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms and Explosives (ATF)—
just nine days after his dismissal 
or resignation was called for by 
a leading Second Amendment 
organization—might be called 
anti-climactic. 

Jones came to the ATF in 
2011 as acting director to replace 
the embattled and embarrassed 
Kenneth Melson, who was acting 
director when Operation Fast 
and Furious imploded. That 
scandalous gun trafficking sting 
put some 2,000-plus guns into 
the hands of Mexican drug cartel 
gunmen and other criminals, 
including the ones responsible 
for the December 2010 slaying of 
Border Patrol agent Brian Terry.

In 2013, Jones was confirmed 
as permanent ATF Director, and 
at the time it was hoped that he 
would clean up the agency, which 
had become known for alleged 
rogue tactics over the years. 

What set the stage for Jones’ 
departure might be characterized 
as a combination of bad timing, 
massive miscalculation and no 
small amount of sheer stupidity. 
On Feb. 13—appropriately 
a Friday—the ATF released 
a proposal to change the 
classification of a specific 
type of 5.56mm/.223-caliber 

What Really Happened When ATF 
Tried to Ban Popular Ammunition?

ammunition popular with owners 
of modern AR-15 sport-utility 
rifles as “armor piercing” and thus 
subject to a ban under a decades-
old federal law. 

Because some manufacturers 
have produced handguns based on 
the AR-15 action, the ATF wanted 
to re-classify the ammunition 
because it was capable of launching 
a bullet that can penetrate soft 
body armor that police wear. This 
ammunition had been specifically 
exempted from the armor piercing 
bullet law.

However, there was no evidence 
that any of this ammunition had 
ever been used in a handgun to 
wound or kill a police officer. 
Critics and skeptics quickly 
labeled the idea a solution to a 
problem that didn’t exist. 

Indeed, the Washington 
Examiner’s Paul Bedard reported 
that police organizations made it 
clear the proposed ban might be 
unnecessary. Bedard quoted James 
Pasco, executive director of the 
325,000-member Fraternal Order 
of Police (FOP), who said “this 
specific round has historically 
not posed a law enforcement 
problem.” Pasco also told Bedard 
that the controversial cartridge 
“has not historically posed a threat 
to law enforcement.”

The proposal ignited a firestorm, 
producing a record number of 
comments opposing the idea. 
According to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, 

more than 310,000 public 
comments poured into the ATF. 
In addition, 23 state attorneys 
general, 53 U.S. Senators and 
more than 230 House members 
signed letters to Jones, opposing 
the proposal.

The Senate letter, spearheaded 
by Sens. Chuck Grassley (R-IA) 
and John Cornyn (R-TX), was 
particularly scathing.

“Without any support, (the 
framework) purports to create an 
‘objective’ test never applied for 
delineating which projectiles are 
‘primarily intended to be used for 
sporting purposes’,” the senators 
wrote. They also said that the 
proposal “is particularly serious in 
light of efforts to ban other forms 
of ammunition.”

“The standards in the 
‘Framework’ would make use 
of ammunition containing 
materials other than lead more 
difficult,” they added. “At the 
same time, various efforts to ban 
lead ammunition are proceeding 
apace. Second Amendment rights 
require not only access to firearms 
but to bullets. If law-abiding 
gun owners cannot obtain rifle 
ammunition, or face substantial 
difficulty in finding ammunition 
available and at reasonable prices 
because government entities are 
banning such ammunition, then 
the Second Amendment is at 
risk.”

ATF announced in early 
March, days before the actual 
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comment period deadline, that 
it was shelving the idea, at least 
temporarily. This was after the 
Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms, 
Second Amendment Foundation, 
National Rifle Association and 
other gun rights organizations 
had galvanized their members and 
supporters, and also submitted 
letters of opposition. SAF went 
the additional step of threatening 
a federal lawsuit after several 
Capitol Hill leaders suggested 
that the way ATF had launched 
the ban proposal was in violation 
of federal law.

SAF General Counsel Miko 
Tempski warned Jones in a three-
page dissection of the proposed 
ban that if the agency went ahead 
with its plan, SAF would take 
court action. 

“Short of hypotheticals,” 
Tempski wrote, “neither the 

proposed framework, nor its 
Administration supporters have 
cited a single example of the 
problem this new regulation is 
supposed to fix. Instead, they 
appeal to emotion, claiming 
that this is intended to protect a 
constituency the Administration 
has long attacked and vilified: 
America’s police officers.”

In his letter, Tempski stressed 
that M855 ammunition “is not 
armor piercing pursuant to the 
definition in the statute” which 
require that a particular cartridge 
fire a “full jacketed projectile larger 
than .22-caliber designed and 
intended for use in a handgun…,” 
or to otherwise be fit for use in a 
handgun and have a core “entirely 
constructed” from a specific list of 
non-lead metals to be prohibited.

By the time Tempski’s letter 
made it to ATF headquarters, the 
fury had fully developed.

And then came CCRKBA’s 
demand that Jones step down or 
be fired. Nine days later, perhaps 
coincidental to CCRKBA’s call for 
Jones to quit, he resigned.

“When Jones took over the 
agency,” noted CCRKBA 
Chairman Alan Gottlieb, “first 
as an acting director in 2011 
and then became the permanent 
director in 2013, the public, and 
especially the Second Amendment 
community, had high hopes that 
he would straighten out the ATF. 
This ammunition ban blunder 
clearly shows that he hasn’t.”

Jones did not, as some had been 
hoping, fire several people directly 
involved with the Fast and Furious 
fiasco. A couple of people retired. 
Others were reassigned. Some 
critics suggested that this was never 

ATF 
Continued on Page 38
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By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Former Arizona Congresswoman 
Gabrielle “Gabby” Giffords is 
once again advocating for a federal 
background check measure that 
might not have prevented the 
attack in Tucson which left her 
and several other people wounded, 
and six people dead.

She was on Capitol Hill with 
husband Mark Kelly, the former 
astronaut, to help re-launch a gun 
control measure aimed at closing 
“loopholes that now let criminals 
and dangerously mentally ill 
people buy guns,” according to 
The Hill.

But the man who shot her 
more than four years ago passed a 
background check. 

The Public Safety and Second 
Amendment Rights Protection 
Act, sponsored by Reps. Mike 
Thompson (D-CA) and 
Robert Dold (R-IL), is aimed 
at strengthening the National 
Instant Check System (NICS) 
and provide “incentives” to states 
to improve reporting of criminals 
and mentally ill people to the 
database.

Second Amendment advocates 
have argued repeatedly that people 
who are dangerously ill should be 
institutionalized. 

According to the Arizona 
Republic, the legislation contains 

Giffords Pushing  Universal

Checks on Capitol Hill

protections for gunowners. If 
passed, the bill would prohibit 
creation of a federal gun registry 
and make it a felony to misuse 
gun sale records. There are 
exemptions for family and friends, 
the newspaper said, making it less 
stringent than the gun control 
measure passed in November by 
Washington State voters, and 
which Giffords traveled to the 
Evergreen State to support. 

A similar measure proposed by 
Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV) and 
Rep. Pat Toomey (R-PA) was 
defeated two years ago.

There are critics of this new 
effort. According to WTIC, the 
local Fox affiliate in Connecticut, 
Scott Wilson, president of the 
Connecticut Citizens Defense 
League, says the revived measure 
has ultimately the same goal as 
other gun control proposals.

“This is yet another attempt 
at gun control geared towards 
ultimately eradicating our rights,” 
Wilson said. 

“While no one wants guns in 
the hands of violent criminals, 
this proposal will not prevent that. 
There are already laws in place that 
make it a crime for violent felons 
and certain others to possess guns. 
Criminals by nature routinely 
break the law. Countless arrests 
of convicted felons arrested with 
firearms proves this fact.”

W&G

Holder Bemoans 
Only His Failure 
on Gun Ban

By his own admission, outgoing 
US Attorney General Eric Holder 
got nearly everything right during 
his time at the Department of 
Justice. In fact, he only had one 
single failure: failing to advance 
federal gun control.

Reflecting on his career with 
a sympathetic interviewer, 
MSNBC’s Melissa Harris Perry, 
Holder modestly confessed his 
lone misstep, according to Liberty 
News.com which reported on the 
interview.

“It is the single failure that I 
point to in my time as attorney 
general — that I was not able 
to, along with other members 
of the administration, convince 
Congress to follow the will of 
the American people, which is to 
enact meaningful, reasonable gun 
safety measures,” he said.

When it comes to a litany of 
other court defeats, politically 
motivated subversions of the 
Constitution and power-
mongering moves, Holder’s 
conscience is clear.

“Holder does not view his false 
testimony in the ‘Fast & Furious’ 
gun running scandal a failure,” 
snarked the Media Research 
Center in commenting on the 
MSNBC interview. “Nor does he 
see his decision not to prosecute 
IRS officials after it was discovered 
that they specifically targeted 
conservative groups as a failure.”

Holder apparently doesn’t 
consider being the only US 
attorney general ever to be held 
in contempt of Congress a 
disappointment either.

W&G
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New York Lawmakers Seek to Amend

Parts of State’s Unpopular SAFE Act
New York State Sen. Jim Seward 

(R-Milford) and Assemblyman 
Anthony Brandisi (D-Utica) are 
sponsoring legislation that is 
aimed at repealing and amending 
the controversial NY SAFE Act 
enacted two years ago.

Seward, in a recent media 
statement, acknowledged that 
winning passage of the package 
of four bills will be “a difficult 
fight” because of what he called 
New York’s “political landscape.” 
He was most likely referring 
to the numerical dominance 
in the legislature of New York 
City interests, which have been 
historically anti-gun as well as 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s support 
for the SAFE Act.

To repeal or significantly amend 
the law would require that the 
measures co-authored by Seward 
and Brandisi would require that 
the bills be approved by the 
Assembly as well as the Senate, 
where Majority Leader Dean 
Skelos (R-Nassau County), voted 
for the 2013 law.

Cuomo has maintained the law 
has helped protect New Yorkers 
from gun crimes. But many 
county sheriffs have criticized the 
statute as an encroachment on the 
rights of law-abiding gunowners.

According to the Watertown 
Daily Times, Seward, who voted 
against the SAFE Act, said though 
he favors the full repeal of the law, 
he is also “working to chip away at 
several of the law’s worst features.”

The Seward-Brandisi package 
aims to accomplish the following:

• Amend the NY-SAFE Act 
to again allow for the gifting of 
long guns to close relatives and 
to holders of valid state pistol 
licenses;

• Repeal the provision struck 
down in federal court which limits 
the number of legally permissible 
cartridges in a 10-round magazine 
to seven;

• Terminate an “overly 
burdensome” state program 
requiring all ammunition retailers 
register with the state and 
conduct background checks on all 
customers. The bill also redirects 
state funding allocated to this 
program to public school districts 
to assist in the hiring of school 
resource officers.

• Prohibit county judges and 
other licensing officers from 
imposing “extraneous restrictions 
that go above and beyond state 
law” when issuing pistol and 
handgun licenses.

Two years after the passage 
of SAFE Act, state officials 
still have no immediate plans 
to implement a background 
check on ammunition sales, the 
superintendent of New York State 
Police said recently.

“Nothing is in place,” State 
Police Superintendent Joseph 
D’Amico told lawmakers in 
Albany at a recent budget hearing. 

The state has registered all 
dealers selling ammunition in 
New York, as required by the Safe 
Act, D’Amico said, but creating 
a point-of-purchase background 
check system that doesn’t cause 

delays for dealers or buyers has 
proved challenging.

The SAFE Act required 
the ammo background check 
provision to take effect Jan. 1, 
2015, but the State Police have not 
yet come up with any workable 
system.

W&G

Schumer Likely to
Succeed Reid

Senate Minority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV), surprised veteran 
Washington watchers with the 
announcement that he will not 
seek reelection in 2016, ending 
his senate career after three terms.

While the Democrats are 
currently the minority party in the 
Senate, the party leader still wields 
enormous power, and should the 
party retake the chamber, would 
likely become Majority Leader, 
exerting even more power.

Reid has said he would like 
veteran anti-gunner Charles 
Schumer (NY), to take over the 
leadership role and Schumer has 
signaled his intention to do so.

Schumer, long considered one 
of the most anti-gun members of 
Congress, dating back to his start 
in the House, is also considered 
one of the savviest politicians in 
the Capitol.

Another anti-gunner, Dick 
Durban of Illinois, was seen as 
Schumer’s only challenger, but has 
since said he, too, would support 
Schumer.

W&G
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DefensiveStrategies

By Lyn Bates,
Contributing Editor

After the incident, nobody 
seemed to know the answers to 
lots of questions, but mistakes 
were easy to enumerate.

Why did Leon Roberson, 20, 
and his pal, Marcus Gould, 25, 
travel by bus, according to the 
ticket later found, from their home 
in Los Angeles to Fort Smith, Ar-
kansas? The answer wasn’t clear, 
but making that trip was the latest 
in their series of mistakes.

Perhaps Roberson’s first mis-
take might have been committing 
robbery, burglary and theft in his 
home state. He had been arrested 
a few times. 

On this, their latest go-round, 
in December 2014, they each had 
a gun, both semi-automatic pis-
tols. Roberson acquired a car, a 
red Buick LeSabre, and the pair 
drove from Fort Smith to Spring-
dale, about an hour away. 

Springdale was the home of 
various businesses, including 
one called the C & S Gun and 
Pawn Shop. The sign clearly said 
“Gun and Pawn Shop,” not just 
plain “Pawn Shop” or “Pawn and 
Gun Shop.” The business obvi-

Lessons in Reality: 

How Many Mistakes Does It Take?

ously had both guns and pawned 
goods inside. 

Was the duo after guns or oth-
er goods? Again, no answer, but 
if you were going to rob a pawn 
shop, would you pick one that 
featured guns so prominently? If 
you wanted to steal guns, would 
you choose to rob a gun store, 
where the owner would probably 
be armed? 

Their next mistake was deciding 
to rob that particular shop.

The C & S Gun and Pawn Shop 
was owned by Clint and Shirley 
Cornett, and both were in the 
store the morning of December 
6. This couple knew what could 
happen. Two years previously, the 
shop had been robbed at gun-
point. 74-year-old Shirley kept a 
gun handy at all times. No mis-
takes there.

Leon Roberson and Marcus 
Gould entered the store about 9 
in the morning, hooded sweat-
shirts, one gray, one orange, pulled 
around their heads. No other cus-
tomers were there. 

They wandered around the 
store for a bit, then split up—
probably to better cover the two 
occupants—then drew their guns. 

In a flash, 74-year-old Shirley 
drew her gun, a revolver, from be-
hind her right hip. The draw was 
fast and smooth. This woman was 
practiced. She had no time to ac-
quire a two-handed grip, though 
her left hand was clearly reaching 
toward it as her right fired the gun. 

Without hesitation she fired at 
the man nearest her, the one in the 

gray sweatshirt, Marcus Gould, 
who was trying to jump over the 
counter. She hit him in the arm! 
No mistakes there. She kept firing 
at him, at least two more shots.

Gould fired back at her, miss-
ing badly. His shot hit a stack of 
books on the counter and rico-
cheted into Shirley’s chest. 

Ricochets generally have lost 
much of their velocity and pen-
etration ability because of what 
they hit between the gun and 
their eventual resting place. When 
shooting bowling pins at the Sec-
ond Chance matches years ago, I 
was often hit with bullets that had 
bounced off the bowling pins that 
were my targets. All those that hit 
my clothing caused no injury at 
all. One that hit bare skin caused 
only a slight scratch.

Shirley’s experience was identi-
cal. The round that bounced off 
the books and hit her chest did 
not break her skin.

Clearly, another mistake, (are you 
keeping score?) was underestimat-
ing the preparedness and willing-
ness to shoot of that senior citizen. 

After those two had started the 
battle, Roberson at the other end 
of the store decided to get into 
the fight. He started firing at 
no clear target, but his gun had 
trouble, possibly stove-piping, 
after his first shot, so he can be 
seen on the store’s security video 
racking the slide after each sub-
sequent attempt. Or maybe he 
didn’t know how the gun actu-
ally operated and thought he had 
to rack the slide. His mistake was 
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either having an unreliable gun 
or not knowing how to use it. He 
hit nobody.

At this point, they are think-
ing only of getting out of there. 
Gould fired a few shots on his 
way out, also hitting no one.

They got into their red Buick, 
and Roberson drove Gould to a 
hospital in Fort Smith. Gould 
used a fake name and concocted a 
story about the origin of his injury. 
While he was still there, Roberson 
first left, but then came back to 
check on his friend, parking that 
distinctive red Buick in the hospi-
tal parking lot. Another mistake. 
It was easy for police to pick both 
of them up in Fort Smith by the 
end of the day.

Another mistake was keeping 
everything in their car. Police 
found their distinctive clothes, the 

guns, and the one thing they had 
actually managed to steal from the 
store: a bracelet.

That’s right. Another mistake 
was going in to steal a big haul 
and ending up with just a bracelet.

They made so many mistakes 
they might be candidates for the 
Stupid Criminals Hall of Fame.

Both have been charged with 
Attempted Capital Murder, as 
well as Aggravated Robbery.

Shirley Cornett’s use of lethal 
force was entirely proper under 
Arkansas law and the investigating 
police recognized this immediate-
ly. She was not arrested or charged 
with anything. 

Shirley was very shaken up by 
this experience, and briefly col-
lapsed at the scene. You can see 
her falling on the video, but she 
was unhurt and was revived by 
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EMS personnel. Even after a few 
months she declined to talk to me 
in person about it, so I have used 
media sources for this story, in-
cluding the video of the shootout, 
which can be seen at:

h t t p : / / 5 n e w s o n l i n e .
com/2014/12/06/springdale-po-
lice-are-investigating-early-morn-
ing-robbery

What are the take-aways here? 
You cannot count on the criminals 
you encounter being as clueless 
and making as many mistakes as 
these two. Know the law in your 
state, especially regarding crimes 
against property as opposed to 
against a person. 

The most important thing is: 
have a gun with you that you can 
access quickly and use reliably. 

W&G
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By Bob Campbell,
Contributing Editor

The snub nose .38 Special re-
volver isn’t a target gun. It isn’t use-
ful in competition although there 
is an IDPA category for the short 
barrel revolver. It isn’t a hunting 
handgun—but I have taken small 
game with the snub nose revolv-
er. The primary category for this 
handgun is life saver. 

On practically a daily basis I re-
ceive e-mail, letters and calls that 
are personal interrogatives con-
cerning the ideal defensive hand-
gun. Many of the correspondents 
are harried with a job, family, and 

Focus on the 

Snub .38

busy lifestyle. They simply have 
little time to devote to mastering 
the handgun. This isn’t ideal, but 
it is what it is. Life often has harsh 
demands. We must maintain a 
certain amount of proficiency, 
but we do not have to choose the 
most complicated gear to do so. A 
gun that is easily secured, simple 
to manipulate, and which strikes a 
hard blow may be the best choice. 
The double-action .38 caliber re-
volver is a top choice and has been 
for almost one hundred years. 

While the snub nose .38 is often 
recommended for novice shooters 
as a carry gun, the same gun is of-
ten carried by highly experienced 

shooters. This handgun is simple 
to manipulate. Simply press the 
cylinder release, swing the cyl-
inder out of the frame, and load 
the revolver. Close the cylinder. 
Press the trigger to fire. To unload, 
press the release, point the muz-
zle in the air, and tap the ejector 
rod. The .38 is light, handy and 
powerful, and responds well to a 
trained shooter. Perhaps more so 
than any other handgun, the .38 
gives up its best results for those 
that practice and master the type. 

There are two basic types of 
snub nose .38s. There are also 
large frame revolvers that have 
short barrels but they are not true 

Make the most of your snub nose .38 practice. This revolver is a lifesaver! 
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snubs. These types are the five-
shot and six-shot revolvers. The 
five shot is the most common and 
the revolver most of us will de-
ploy. There are aluminum frame 
and steel frame models. There are 
versions with a concealed hammer 
that is hidden in the frame. These 
revolvers may be fired double-

action-only. In other words, the 
hammer may not be cocked for a 
deliberate shot. While the hidden 
hammer revolver is generally con-
sidered the superior revolver for 
personal defense, good work may 
be done with conventional dou-
ble-action types. The concealed 
carry revolver is less likely to snag 
on the clothing during a draw. By 
carefully practicing the double-
action trigger press, good accuracy 
may be had. With single-action 
option there is always a possibil-
ity of taking a deliberate shot at 
long range. Cocking the hammer 
for a single-action shot isn’t rec-
ommended for personal defense, 
but if the felon is at the long end 
of the hallway firing around cover, 

The concealed hammer revolver is an old idea and remains a very 
good choice for all around defensive use. 

With Jox speedloader pouches loaded with HKS loaders, this snub 
nose .38 is ready for business. The holster is a Barber Leatherworks 
Chameleon. 

This shooter is practicing the draw from a Blackhawk! holster. 

This student has just fired a 
short range group with her Char-
ter Arms Undercover .38 and 
finds the results good. 
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the single-action press may be a 
viable option. 

The six-shot revolvers are some-

times compact enough for person-
al defense, but they are normally 
belt guns, while the five shot re-

volver may be a purse or pocket 
gun. Recoil is less with the steel 
frame handguns. These handguns 

weigh around 20 ounces, while the 
aluminum frame handguns weigh 
15 ounces—depending upon the 

exact grip type and other consid-
erations. The six-shot Colt Detec-
tive Special is now out of produc-
tion. With modern hand filling 
grips the Colt weighs about 23 
ounces. With respect to the laws 

The Lasermax laser has much utility in personal defense and also excels in training. 

This is the Jox speedloader 
pouch. This is a great addition to 
the concealed carry arsenal. 

The revolver is easily made safe; 
simply swing the cylinder open. 

The simplicity of the revolver appeals to many shooters. 
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of physics, the heavier handguns 
kick less. Aluminum frame revolv-
ers are controllable provided they 
are fitted with hand-filling grips. 
At best they become uncomfort-
able during long firing sessions. 

When training with the revolver 
several rules make training time 
beneficial and speed progress. 
First, practice the double-action 
trigger stroke in dry fire with an 
unloaded firearm. Keep the front 
sight on target as the trigger is 
carefully pressed to the rear. The 
cadence of fire is as follows—press 
the trigger in a smooth operation 
until the revolver fires. Allow the 
trigger to reset. Press again. Dur-
ing the double-action firing stroke 
the front sight should not move 
off the target. Press, reset, press, 
reset. Even after you have consid-
erable time in with the revolver 
this practice regimen should be 
followed. 

A laser sight is a great aid in train-
ing. When you are pressing the 
trigger, watch the red dot on the 
target at 3 to 5-7 yards. When you 
begin practice the dot will bounce 
all over the wall. When you have 

mastered firing the handgun the 
double-action trigger press will be 
smooth and the dot more or less 
stationary. Practice drawing from 
concealed carry and practice firing 
at very close range, and practice 
the retention position. An advan-
tage of the revolver in close range 
battle is that the revolver may 
be pressed against an adversary’s 
body and fired time after time. 
A self-loader would jam. You 
should also practice the combat 
reload. To do so, swing the cyl-
inder open and place the revolver 
in the left hand if you are right 
handed. With the muzzle upward 
and the left thumb operating the 
ejector rod knock the empties out www.lasermax.com

RAIL MOUNTED LASERS

MicroII

MICRO-2-R
RED RAIL MOUNTED LASER

MICRO-2-G
GREEN RAIL MOUNTED LASER

MICRO-2-IR
INFRARED (IR) RAIL MOUNTED LASER

May 1 – June 30, 2015$30 OFFrail mounted & CenterFire® lasers or lights
www.LaserMax.rebateaccess.com

Limited time offer!

The revolver is simple to operate. Open the cylinder and load. This 
shooter is getting instruction in the use of the revolver during a train-
ing class. 
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of the cylinder. Then draw your 
speedloader and reload the cylin-
der. The speed loader should be 
grasped around the body, not the 
knob of the speed loader, and the 
nose of the cartridges led into the 
cylinder with the fingers. Today 
there are excellent speed loader 
pouches available from Jox Speed-
loader, pouches that maximize 
concealed with a low profile, but 
which offer a rapid draw. 

Although it is increasingly dif-
ficult to find, the target grade 

148-grain full wadcutter is an 
excellent training resource. With 
light recoil and good accuracy 
this load allows training to pro-
ceed quickly. Black Hills Am-
munition manufactures a quality 
rendition of this classic load. The 

new Winchester Train and De-
fend 130-grain FMJ load serves 
at a fair price. These loads are ac-
curate and burn clean. In personal 
defense the problem isn’t finding a 
credible load it is finding an effec-
tive load that is controllable in the 
snub nose .38 format. 

With non-expanding ammu-
nition the .38 Special has dem-
onstrated questionable ability 
to stop a motivated felon with a 
minimum of shots. A .38 caliber 
bullet that expands will create a 

wound channel that inflicts more 
damage. The only reliable mecha-
nism of stopping an adversary is 
actual damage. Among the loads 
that have fared well in my person-
al testing are the 110 grain loads 
from Cor Bon. Although both 

These are standard Ahrends tac-
tical grips for concealed carry.

This pocket holster, from Rine-
hart leather, offers good utility. 

The dual belt loop, inside-the-
waistband holster from Jason 
Winnie is an ideal concealed car-
ry design. 

This student has passed the course with her snub nose .38 Special. 
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the conventional hollowpoint and 
the all-copper DPX loads are each 
loaded to +P pressure the relatively 
light weight bullet makes for good 
control. The primary component 
of stopping power is marksman-
ship. These loads give the shooter 
armed with a .38 Special revolver 

a fighting chance. 
The revolver is short and com-

pact and may be carried in a num-
ber of holsters. Since the barrel is 
short the holster must retain the 
handgun by pressure on the cyl-
inder. I have tested the 3Speed 
holster extensively not only with 
the snub nose .38 but also variants 
made for the self-loader. This hol-
ster is surprisingly comfortable. 
Yet, when properly worn inside 
the pants in the appendix position 

both speed and concealment are 
good. 

Many choose to carry the snub 
nose .38 in the pocket. I have used 
several pocket holsters with good 
results. The Rinehart leather ver-
sion, with a flourish of embellish-
ment, has served well. I have used 
the Barber Leatherworks pocket 
holster with good results. Be cer-
tain to discuss with the holster 

maker whether the garments you 
normally wear are side loading or 
top loading pocket types. The Ja-
son Winnie inside-the-waistband 
holster is a classic double loop 
holster with much to recommend. 
For those favoring a strong single 
belt clip the Cover6 design has 
given good results. When cover-
ing garments are worn these IWB 
holsters are a good choice. For 
those that cannot acclimate to 
the inside the waistband holster, 
the strong side holster from Jason 
Winnie has much merit. 

Some revolvers have grips that 
are too small for comfortable use. 
Available for the Smith & Wes-
son J frame, the Ahrends tactical 
grips solve a lot of problems with 
the snub nose .38 and comfort. 
A number of grips are too short 
for the shooter to get their hands 

completely in control of the hand-
gun. Available for only the Smith 
& Wesson J-frame revolver, the 
Ahrends Banana grip neatly solves 
this problem. The grip is extended 
past the revolver frame and offers a 
good grip when firing heavy loads. 

When drawing the snub nose 
.38 from concealed carry you will 
find no handgun faster into ac-
tion. The generous grip and short 
barrel means that there is plenty 
of leverage for a rapid draw. Shoot 
the elbow to the rear and scoop 
the handgun from the holster. Be 
certain the grip is affirmed when 
the revolver is still in the holster. 
Bring the handgun to the front of 
the body, meet the support hand, 
and press the handgun toward the 
threat. 

Practice hard, choose support 
gear wisely and the snub nose .38 
will prove a viable option. 

W&G

This is an elaborate pocket hol-
ster from Barber Leatherworks. 

The Cover 6 Gear inside the 
waistband holster features a 
wide range of adjustment. 

This is an expanded .38 Special 
Speer Gold Dot. 

USA Shotgunners

Earn Olympic Slots

Shotgun shooters from the 
US Army Marksmanship Unit 
helped the USA Shooting Team 
capture gold and bronze medals 
in men’s double trap at the 2015 
International Shooting Sports 
Federation Shotgun World Cup 
in Acapulco, Mexico, on Mar. 5, 
while the USA Shooting trio of 
Kim Rhode, Caitlin Connor and 
Morgan Craft walked away with 
the top two podium spots and 
another Olympic quota slot in 
women’s skeet on Mar. 8.

W&G
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

If you’ve ever watched a friend 
train with her significant other, you 
already know how challenging it 
can be. She knows what she wants 
to do; he thinks she should do 
something different—neither one 
of them listens to the other one.

It’s a challenge Bob and Jolyn 
Esquerre, owners of Identify Point 
Fire in Boca Raton, FL, know very 
well. As a husband and wife train-
ing team, they’ve not only trained 
couples together, they have experi-
enced some of the same “couples 
dynamics” that their students have. 

“About 30 percent of our stu-
dents are couples,” Bob Esquerre 
said. “We’re doing a lot of private 
groups, and 90 percent of those 
private groups are couples. Most 

Couples Training

of them are in their 40s so they 
have careers and families, and 
they’ve made a lot of life deci-
sions.”

The thing that’s common to 
couples such as these, Esquerre 
said, is that the husband often 
knows more than the wife.

“Training as a couple has some 
challenges,” he said. “Because he’s 
the husband, she won’t listen to 
him, and he won’t listen to her. 
Both of them can be correct, but 
because it’s their wife or husband, 
they just won’t listen to each other 
and we have to arbitrate.”

Esquerre said he and Jolyn do 
the same thing when they train 
together.

“We often won’t listen to each 
other, and we have to get Rob 
Pincus (developer of the Com-
bat Focus Shooting program) to 

arbitrate for us,” he said. “It’s re-
ally hilarious. That’s one reason 
couples come to us; they know we 
go through the same thing so we 
have instant credibility.”

The trick to training together 
as a couple, Esquerre said, is that 
both partners need to learn to re-
spect each other’s skill sets.

“That’s the key,” he said. “The 
man tends to have the attitude of 
‘I’m the guy and therefore I know.’ 
That often intimidates the wom-
an, who is more precise and wants 
to get it right. Once she gets it, she 
does do it right; she shoots better 
than her husband. I don’t know if 
that’s gender specific or relation-
ship specific, but the woman in a 
couple tends to want to be very 
exact. She will say, ‘Tell me what 
I’m doing wrong and tell me how 
I can fix it. Then tell me when I 

Students Mike and Vicki Sklark training together.

Women&Guns
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do it right.’ It’s one-two-three.”
The Esquerres also are personal 

trainers, and they see the same 
phenomenon in the gym environ-
ment.

“The man is stronger but the 
woman has better technique,” Es-
querre said. “She wants to be exact 
and precise.”

Esquerre said that in the train-
ing environment, women tend to 
listen to their instructors better 
than men do. 

“They have to overcome more 
obstacles,” he said. “Guys tend 
to know it all. For instance, I’m 

training a man right now who has 
the wrong gun from a personal 
self-defense standpoint. I can’t 
tell him that, even though I know 
what he’s going to do wrong. 
Once he does it wrong, he will re-
alize it’s the wrong gun. I just have 
to let him do what he has to do, 
and I know he’s going to mess it 
up. When he messes up, his ac-
knowledgement of that will make 
him want to listen.”

Esquerre said the dynamic in the 
reverse couples situation—where 
the woman is more experienced 
than the man—is pretty fasci-
nating. A couple of years ago, he 

watched another instructor train-
ing one woman who had multiple 
black belts in the martial arts.

“She had a different mindset,” 
he said. “He showed her one time 
and it was done; she didn’t even 
ask any questions. She was pre-
conditioned to pick things up 
very fast.”

Then the instructor and student 
turned things around.

“She was instructing him about 
some things in the martial arts,” 
Esquerre said. “He wasn’t as fast to 
pick things up, and she had to be 
patient with him. She was more 

advanced than he was because of 
where she came from.”

One of the ways the Esquerres 
teach couples is to separate them. 
If they’re in class together, they put 
the man at one end of the room 
and the woman at the other end. 
If it’s a private session, each of the 
Esquerres takes one partner and 
they go in different directions.

“We separate them initially, and 
once we see the dynamics chang-
ing—which may take four or 
five sessions—we put them back 
together,” Esquerre said. “What 
we’re looking for is mutual re-
spect.”

Each couple is unique, Esquerre 
said. He trained one woman who 
then brought her husband to 
training.

“He’s a firefighter and he knows 
it all,” he said. “So I brought him 
in without her here. She said he 
was experienced and he said he 
was experienced. I gave him some 
drills, and he realized he wasn’t 
as experienced as he thought he 
was. If I had done that with him 
in front of his wife, it would have 
been a mess.”

When the couple first came to 
training together, the Esquerres 
separated them on the range until 
they could really work together.

“They’re some of my best pri-
vate students now,” Esquerre said. 
“They really respect each other’s 
strengths and weaknesses, and re-
ally encourage each other. When 
they work together, they really 
work well.”

Part of what makes the Es-
querres such effective trainers for 
couples is their very different per-
sonalities.

“Most of the time, Jolyn takes 
the wife and I take the husband,” 
Esquerre said. “But if we see that 
the husband will work better with 
a woman, we switch; Jolyn works 
with him and I work with the 
wife. Jolyn is 72 and most of these 
guys are in their 40s. She’s like a 
mother hen, and she will put up 
with nothing, so they respect her. 
When she finishes working with a 
man, she has whatever they were 
working on solved.”

At the end of the day, Esquerre 
said, the dynamics of a couple 
are really critical to their effective 
training.

Instructor Jolyn Esquerre demonstrates some advance defensive 
training techniques.

Couples Training
Continued on Page 39
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Women&Guns

By Diane Walls,
Contributing Editor

When it comes to defending 
oneself and one’s loved ones, it 
has been said that a pistol is for 
fighting your way to your rifle. It 
is difficult to argue that the supe-
rior ballistics and stability of a rifle 
platform would be a comforting 
thing to have on your side should 
you need it. One major drawback 
of using a rifle for civilian defense 
is that the close confines within 
our homes can make a long gun 
unwieldy, especially to those of us 
that are smaller in strength and 
stature. Hence, the pistol wins 
for most of us simply on the ba-
sis of portability and concealabil-
ity. This being said, however, the 
nature of warfare is evolving into 

close quarters combat in urban 
environs much like anywhere we 
might live. This has stimulated 
designers of rifles to find ways to 
make their guns compact and ma-
neuverable while still maintain-
ing the advantages inherent in the 
rifle. One way to accomplish this 
is the bullpup design, which inte-
grates the barrel and bolt assembly 
with the stock, compacting the ac-
tion of the gun as far back toward 
the shooter as possible. The result 
is a much shorter gun that still has 
a full-length rifle barrel for all the 
advantages that offers.

One of the most innovative 
and well-designed bullpups on 
the market is the IWI Tavor (tuh-
VORE). This gun was designed 
for the Israeli military to use in 
close quarters combat. Since first 

picking one up at SHOT Show 
Media Day a couple of years ago, 
I’ve been impressed with how well 
this gun handles and how easy it 
is to shoot.

The sample I tested is the SAR 
18G, with the longest offered 18 
inch barrel in the OD green color 
variation. Though the gun is of-
fered with a 16.5 in barrel, the 
difference in overall length of the 
gun is so slight (26-1/8 in vs 27-
5/8 in.) that the extra 2 inches of 
barrel offers more advantages than 
disadvantages. Even with the lon-
ger barrel, the whole unit is more 
compact than my AR-15 with a 
16 in barrel and short entry stock.

The bullpup configuration takes 
a bit of getting used to. The maga-
zine sits behind the pistol grip 
and trigger assembly. The maga-

IWI TAVOR:

Compact 

Bullpup for Close 

Quarters Defense

The author fires the Tavor at SHOT Show 2015 Media Day at the Range.
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zine release on the Tavor is a lever 
just forward of the mag well that 
can be actuated by a quick bump 
backward with the firing hand or 
by squeezing it back with the sup-
port hand as you withdraw the 
magazine. The integral fore-end is 
shaped to lie along the supporting 
forearm and give maximum con-
tact to the shooter for controlla-
bility. I found the fit of this feature 
to be more amenable to someone 
with longer arms (almost anyone 
I know) but it was easy for me to 
hold onto nonetheless. The safety 
lever is positioned and actuated 
much like that on the AR-15, so 
no learning curve there. A non-
reciprocating charging handle is 
on the left side of the fore-end 
where it is easy to access with the 
support hand while maintaining 
a firing grip on the gun. The bolt 
catch/release takes a bit of accli-
matization. It is located behind 
the magazine well and actuated 
by swinging the block-like lever 
down to lock open the action. 
Ridges on the sides of the lever aid 
the shooter in getting a grip on 

it. A quick upward bump on the 
lever sends the bolt forward.  Of 
course, a bit of practice is required 

to find the most efficient way to 
operate these controls in concert.

The trigger is where most shoot-
ers accustomed to the AR-15 
would find a place to complain. 
The Tavor’s trigger is a polymer 
lever with a heavy pull unlike the 
tuned, short feel most Americans 
are used to. The sample’s stock 
trigger gauged out at 13.5 lb. pull 
weight. In answer to this, both 
Geissele and Timney are offer-
ing aftermarket trigger modules 
for this gun that are considerably 
lighter and more appealing. The 
owner of my sample used a Tim-
ney replacement trigger that has a 
clean 6.5 lb. pull with a distinct 
re-set. The trigger module is easily 
replaced by popping out two pins 
to remove the factory unit and 
slipping the new one in and snap-

This cut-away display of a Tavor at the IWI booth at SHOT Show illus-
trates how the working parts integrate into the stock with the bullpup 
design.

The short, maneuverable design of the Tavor works well for search-
ing within the confined spaces of a home.
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ping it in place.
The stock iron sights fold away 

compactly. The front sight post 
has a tritium insert for night vis-
ibility. The rear sight is a pop-up 
aperture. The full length top rail 
makes it easy to mount an optic. 
A two power ACOG proved an 

ideal choice for this gun. There is 
a short rail angled at 45 degrees 
for mounting auxiliary lighting. 

Disassembly for cleaning and 
maintenance is simple and there 
are no tiny parts to lose. Three 
pins on the butt of the stock can 
be pushed out from the right side 

of the gun with the tip of a round 
of the gun’s ammunition to send 
the pins out far enough to grasp 
with the fingers and finish pulling 
them to the locked out position. 
The pins are captured and don’t 
come off the gun. The end of the 
butt swings down like a trapdoor, 

allowing the entire bolt assembly 
module to come out for cleaning 

and lubrication. The trigger group 
can then be removed by swinging 
aside the bolt catch and pulling it 
out. The gun is very modular and 
the owner’s manual gives clear in-
structions for removing and reas-
sembling all the parts, including 
the barrel group. A cleaning kit is 

Even with an extra 2 in. of barrel length, the Tavor is shorter than the 
Rock River Arms AR-15 above it that has been set up as a short entry 
gun. The differences in standard and bullpup configurations are ap-
parent as well.

The magazine release is in front of the mag well and the bolt catch 
behind. The ejection port is right above and just behind the position 
of the rear sight.

The front sight post has a tritium 
insert.

The rear sight is a pop-up aper-
ture.
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Three captured pins pulled out is 
all that is needed to remove the 
bolt assembly (above) from the 
stock. The trigger module comes 
out from under the bolt catch. 
The stock trigger module is on 
the left, the Timney replacement 
on the right. 

included with all the brushes, a 
take-apart rod and patch tip and 
even an oil dispenser for putting 
just the right amount of lubri-
cant into the proper lubrica-
tion points. Again, the manual 
can walk the shooter through 
the process easily. The closed 
bolt gas piston action runs quite 
cleanly, decreasing the frequency 
of maintenance compared to the 
AR-15 design. The gun is de-
signed for use in battlefield condi-
tions and a lot of thought was put 
into keeping the design simple 
and rugged.

The Tavor can be ordered from 
the factory in either right or left 
hand versions. If desired, the gun 
can be reversed from the factory 
handedness by purchasing a bolt 
and barrel kit of the opposite con-

figuration. MSRP on this kit is 
$449.99. The charging handle, 
ejection port, and safety can all 
be set up on either side. Con-
verting the gun requires taking it 
apart and isn’t accomplished easily 

while the gun is in use. As the 
ejection port is on the right hand 
side of the gun and set pretty far 
back on the butt, care would 
need to be taken not to get the 
face in a compromising posi-
tion where ejecting brass could 
scald the shooter while shoot-
ing a right handed gun with the 
left hand. The reverse would be 

true for a left-handed rifle. This is 
something to think about should 
your training include using the 
gun with alternating right and 
left mounts. It can be done safely 
with a bit of consideration and ac-
ceptance of some blowback in the 
face.

Another conversion available 
for the Tavor can change the 5.56 

G
u
id

e
 R

o
d
 L

a
s
e
r

™™

THE ORIGINAL SELF-CONTAINED LASER SYSTEM
The most technologically-advanced, hardened laser sighting system 
ever developed, the Guide Rod Laser™ replaces the spring guide 
assembly in semi-auto pistols. No laser sight in the world gets 
subjected to more rigorous testing or can result in more accurate 
shots. Don’t skimp. Make it a LaserMax Guide Rod Laser.

Available for Beretta, Glock, Sig Sauer and Springfield pistols.

$60 OFFany Guide Rod Laserwww.LaserMax.rebateaccess.com

Limited time offer!May 1 – June 30, 2015

Continued on Page 43
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Women&Guns

By Lynn Givens,
Director, Women’s Training, 
SAFTD

Women make up half the popu-
lation of the world and a great deal 
of criminal violence is directed to-
ward them. Every day in the US 
women are subjected to rapes and 
other sexual assaults, carjackings, 
robberies, abductions, and other 
crimes. In recent years, more and 
more women have been buying 
guns for personal protection and 
more are entering the training 
field than ever. As a result, there is 
a huge need for qualified, compe-
tent training for these new female 
gun owners.

For over 15 years we have been 
conducting the annual Tactical 
Conference, usually held in Mem-
phis, and it has become the pre-
mier training event of the year. 
This year we had 200 participants 
from literally all over the United 
States, and 35 nationally known 
trainers presented classroom, live 
fire, and hands on blocks of in-
struction over three full days of 
training.

There have always been women 

in attendance at the conference, 
but we are seeing a sharp increase 
over the past few years. In 2013, I 

believe we had 14 female partici-
pants; in 2014 that number was up 
to about 20; this year, there were 
over 30 out of a total of about 200 
participants. We had a number 
of female trainers who presented 
blocks of instruction this year, 
including Tiffany Johnson, Lori 
Bigley, Eve Kulscar, Julie Thomas, 
and Linda Hoopes. Other female 
trainers in attendance included 
Vicki Farnam, Robyn Street, and 

Women and the Tactical Conference
Gail Pepin.

There were several topics pre-
sented this year of special inter-
est to ladies. Lori Bigley put on 
a detailed presentation on hol-
sters and other carry options 
for women. Claude Werner and 
Linda Hoopes gave a presenta-
tion on tactical communication 
for couples. Craig Douglas, and 
together Karl Rehn and Caleb 
Causey, put on live force-on-force 
scenario-based training that ap-
plied to either gender. The 2016 
event will feature a number of fe-
male trainers and new blocks of 
instruction. Let’s encourage more 

women to attend and take part in 
this unique training and network-
ing opportunity.

For more information on the 
Tactical Conference, see range-
master.com .

To register for the conference, go 
to  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
tactical-conference-2016-tick-
ets-16064134258.

W&G

Julie Thomas teaching a class.

Lori Bigley discusses holsters with a class.
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Women&Guns

By Roger Lanny,
Contributing Editor

Deadly Force: Understand-
ing Your Right to Self Defense, 
book by Massad Ayoob, ISBN 
978-1-4402-4469-8, from 
Gun Digest Books, available 
on Amazon for $16.

Mas Ayoob is one of the pre-
eminent gun writers in the busi-
ness. He wrote In Gravest Extreme 
in 1980, and founded the 
Lethal Force Institute, New 
Hampshire, in 1981. Since 
then he’s written thousands 
of articles for various maga-
zines and over twelve books. 
He now heads the Massad 
Ayoob Group in Florida.

This book follows and 
augments the In Gravest Ex-
treme book, but it does not 
replace it. While the older 
book remains in print and 
quite relevant, it is a bit dat-
ed, and thus Deadly Force is 
a welcome addition for your 
library.

In Deadly Force’s fourteen 
chapters and 237 pages, 
Ayoob draws on his exten-
sive knowledge and experi-
ence garnered in his four+ 
decades as a sworn police of-
ficer, countless post-shooting 
analyses participated in, and nu-
merous trials as an expert witness 
to the use of deadly force.

Mas starts in Chapter 2 reiterat-
ing Warren on Homicide’s “Lethal 
Force is that degree of force which 
a reasonable and prudent person 

would consider capable of causing 
death or great bodily harm...The 
set of circumstances that justifies 
the use of deadly force is a situa-
tion of immediate danger of death 
or great bodily harm to oneself or 
other innocent persons.”

He next brings in the concepts 
of ability, opportunity, and jeop-
ardy in the next three chapters, 
enumerating the widely accepted 
components which define wheth-
er, or not, a person can justifiably 

and legally consider themselves to 
be in fear of death or great bodily 
harm. Of course, neither Ayoob, 
this writer, nor Women&Guns 
magazine are lawyers, and are not 
dispensing legal advice. The usual 
caveats apply due to the patch-

work quilt of laws which not only 
vary state by state, but city by city. 
If in doubt, consult with a local at-
torney well versed in your region’s 
laws and precedents in this area.

Following chapters cover the 
diversity of other topics whose 
knowledge is critical to any citizen 
who makes the decision to legally 
carry a concealed firearm. He also 
covers subjects such as affirmative 
defense (I shot my attacker, but 
was justified in doing so), furtive 
movements, the castle doctrine & 

stand your ground laws.
Myths are debunked, both 

the George Zimmerman 
and Larry Hickey cases are 
looked at, and delicate top-
ics of what to do and say, or 
not to do and say, in the mo-
ments and hours after you 
are involved in a self defense 
shooting is considered.

I’m a tad prejudiced, have 
taken quite a number of 
courses with Ayoob, read 
virtually all his books and 
numerous articles, and seen 
countless of his videos. That 
said I can whole-heartedly 
endorse this book. It is easy 
reading, informative, and 
will both underscore and 
buttress what you already 
know, and shore-up what 
you may not. As another en-
dorsement, the excellent or-

ganization Armed Citizens’ Legal 
Defense Network, Inc. considered 
this book so important that they 
sent a copy of it to each and every 
one of their members (if you are 
not a member, maybe you should 
be).

W&G

Books &V ideos
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By Carolee Anita Boyles,
Contributing Editor

Back in the day (not so long 
ago), when you purchased a 
riflescope or a pistol scope for 
target shooting or hunting, you 
had a choice of simple crosshairs 
or a red dot. They weren’t hard to 
understand or to use; what you 
saw was what you got.

Not so today. With the wide 
range of scopes out there—some 
of them very expensive—shooters 
often can’t figure out what all the 
lines and dots are supposed to 
mean and do.

Recently, Women & Guns 
reached out to Tim Tanker, 
product manager of riflescopes 
at Bushnell Outdoor Products, 
to gain a better understanding 
of what we see when we look 
through one of today’s scopes. 

Tanker gave us an overview of the 
most common reticle types that 
shooters are seeing these days, and 
how they work. 

Keep in mind that you may see 
other reticle types when you go 
shopping for a new scope. You 
can bet, however, that whatever 
you see will be similar in form and 
function to one of the reticles you 
see here.

“There are many ways to get 
on target,” Tanker said, “from 
the simplest crosshair where we 
started to the complex.”

In the early days of riflescopes, 
Tanker said, the crosshairs really 
were just that—crossed hairs.

“They had stretched horsehair 
to make an aiming point,” he 
said. “They were quite literally 
crosshairs.”

Today, Tanker said, there are 

two basic kinds of reticles: thin 
metal wire that looks very much 
like the original crosshairs, and 
complex reticle shapes that are 
etched with a laser on glass.

“Then, if they’re going to be 
illuminated, they’re filled in with 
some type of luminescent paint,” 
he said. “When that paint is hit 
with an LED that’s inside the 
scope, it’s going to glow and 
be very easy to see in low light 
conditions. So we’ve come from 
crossed hairs to glass that’s etched 
in a computer-controlled etching 
machine.”

Basic Reticles
For all the technology out there, 

one of the most basic reticles still 
is the most popular.

“It’s called by several different 
names, including multi-X or 
duplex,” Tanker said. “This type 

Tactical scope showing raised turrets so the shooter can adjust the 
zero. Photo courtesy of Howard Communications.

Understanding Scope Reticles
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of reticle has heavy lines that 
intersect in the middle, with finer 
aiming lines. The heavier lines 
allow the eye to find the center of 
the target easily, and the fine lines 
give the shooter a precise aiming 
point. Customers buy more scopes 

with these reticles than any other 
type.” 

Some duplex reticles, such as the 
Leupold Dot and Leupold Target 
Dot, have tiny dots at the point 
of intersection of the crosshairs to 
make aiming easier. Simmons calls 
its version the Truplex Reticle.

Duplex reticles work with 
any caliber and load, on rimfire 
or centerfire, in riflescopes and 

pistol scopes, and they’re easy to 
understand and use.

“On the other hand, their 
effectiveness for long range is 
limited, and in low light they get 
hard to see,” Tanker said. “The 
rule of thumb is that you set your 
gun 2 inches high at 100 yards.” 
From there, you’ll use the ballistics 
chart printed on 
the ammunition 
box or the 
manufacturer’s 
website, and 
your estimate 
of the distance 
to the target, to 
compensate for 
bullet drop.

Bullet Drop 
Compensating Reticles

In recent years, as technology 
has advanced and shooters 
have demanded better accuracy 
over longer distances, optics 
manufacturers have developed 
Bullet Drop Compensating 
(BDC) reticles to help shooters 
compensate for both bullet drop 
and windage. 

“All of these next generation 
reticles have one thing in 
common,” Tanker said. “They 
give us holdover points to help us 
compensate for range.”

One such reticle looks like a 
duplex reticle, but has horizontal 
bars or dots at increasing distances 
under the crosshair. Bushnell’s 
version of this type is the DOA 600 
with bars; Redfield’s Revolution 
reticle uses dots.

“On the DOA 600, each one 
of the bars represents a 100 yard 
increment,” Tanker said. “The 
shooter zeros the gun at 100 yards 
and then holds over the target on 
the correct dot to compensate for 
distance. If the shooters holds on 

dot number 3 at a 300 yard target, 
the shot should be successful. This 
makes for a lot less guessing than 
the duplex reticle.”

Almost every riflescope 
manufacturer has some version of 
this, each one a little different.

“Everybody has their own take 
on what this reticle shape looks 

like, or what the dots or bars look 
like,” Tanker said. “But basically, 
they all give you a calibrated 
holdover point for a given load at 
a given range.”

All of that said, there’s a caveat 
to this. Not every bullet and every 
load behaves the same way, and 

The most basic of reticles, simple 
crosshairs. All reticle images 
courtesy of bushnell/vista outdoor 
products (formerly ATK).

Duplex reticle or multi-X reticle, 
today’s most popular reticle.

All of these are so-called 
“ballistic” reticles, which help 
shooters compensate for bullet 
drop over distance.

This is the Bushnell DOA 600, 
where each bar under the 
horizontal crosshair represents 
100 yards of distance from the 
target. This helps the shooter 
compensate for distance to the 
target.
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these 100-yard increments are 
more accurate for some loads than 
for others. For instance, Bushnell 
says that its DOA 600 is accurate 
for 11 loads, including .223 Win 
55-grain, .243 Win 95-grain, .25-
06 Rem 115-grain, .270 WSM 
15- grain, and .30-06 Springfield 
150-grain. 

“In the owner’s manual for a 
DOA 600, it lists the particular 
calibers and bullet weights for 
which the holdover points are 
accurate,” Tanker said. “This is 
not ‘one size fits all.’ Shooters 
need to realize that for this to 
work, they either need to shoot 
ammunition that’s in the chart 
from the manufacturer, or figure 
out on their own where their 
point of impact is going to be. 
That’s one of the limitations of 
BDC reticles.”

This is where ballistic tables 
come into play. By comparing the 
tables of the ammunition you’re 
shooting to that of loads that the 
manufacturer knows are accurate 
for a particular BDC reticle, you 
can work up your own numbers 
for what those holdover points 
should be.

“The other thing that’s important 
about these reticles is that normally 
you’re going to have to set your 
scope to its highest power for it 
to be accurate to its calibration,” 

Tanker said. “For 
example, if you’re 
shooting a 3-9x 
40mm riflescope, 
you’ll need to 
set it at 9 power 
in order for the 
bullet drop to be 
accurate. For long 
range shooting 
they’re a pretty 

good option, although sometimes 
in low light conditions it may be 
a little hard to see the drop points 
on a non-illuminated scope. But 
overall, they’re a good aid to 
the shooter who wants to shoot 
at extended ranges. The same 
technology works for slug guns 
and for crossbows and arrows. 
Manufacturers make different 
models for different applications.”

When you start looking at 
all this new optics technology, 
though, the whole thing can get a 
bit complicated.

“Most scopes that are sold in 
the United States are what we 
call ‘second focal plane’ scopes,” 
Tanker said. “What that means is 
that when you are looking at the 

reticle and a target image, as you 
turn the power from 3 to 9, the 
reticle is going to stay the same size 
but the target image that you’re 
looking at is going to get bigger as 
you increase the magnification.”

First Focal Plane Reticles
A few mil-based reticles, 

however, are first focal plane 
reticles. Although many of 
these are tactical scopes, that 
“mil” abbreviation does not 
mean military. Rather, it’s an 
abbreviation for “milliradian.”

With these first focal plane 
reticles, the image behaves 
differently.

“As you look at that target 
image, the reticle on 3 power is 
very small, and as you increase 
the power, the reticle grows in size 
with the target image,” Tanker 

said. “With a first focal plane 
design, you don’t need to be on a 
particular power for the reticle to 
work; it works on whatever power 
you’re on.” When you purchase a 
new plane scope, the box should 
tell you whether it’s first focal 
plane or second focal plane, or 
you can look through the scope 

Examples of mil-based first focal 
plane reticles.

Bushnell G2 reticle, with a dot showing where the shooter would 
hold when using the specified Federal load on a 400-yard target with 
no crosswind.
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and turn the magnification ring to 
see how the image behaves.

“The mil-based first focal plane 
reticles have a lot going on in 
them,” Tanker said. “They allow 
us to compensate in the reticle 
for shots out to 1000 yards. These 
reticles were developed for snipers 
and for long range competition 
shooters. More shooters have 
gotten interested in long range 
shooting events, so they’re finding 
the value in utilizing reticles like 
these.” 

Although these reticles may look 
confusing, Tanker said, once you 
start to understand them they’re 
not as intimidating as they seem.

“The cool thing about these 
reticles is that they’re not caliber 
specific,” he said. “Most of the 
time we’re going to put them 

into a first focal plane scope, and 
since they’re not magnification 
specific, they’ll work on any 
magnification. Once you learn 
how to use them, it’s pretty easy 
to hit your target on the first 
shot if you have all your ballistic 
information correct. That’s what 
really makes these scopes effective 

for shooters who are trying to 
shoot long range.”

Manufacturers have come up 
with a number of versions of 
these mil-based reticles, but they 
all work on the same concept. 
Some are illuminated for low light 
conditions, and some of those have 
little rheostats on them to control 
the amount of illumination so 
you can use them when you’re 
hunting right at dusk. All of them 
provide shooters with the ability 
to compensate for both elevation 
and wind.

Here, again, ballistic 
information is important. When 
you understand your load and 
how it performs, you can use the 
marks on the reticle to put your 
bullet exactly where you want it, 
even at a long distance and with a 

crosswind.
For example, look at the first 

image of the mil-based reticle  
(previous page).This image shows 
Bushnell’s G2 reticle, along with 
the ballistic chart for Federal’s 
P3006P 150-grain Ballistic Tip. 
The distance to the target is 400 
yards, and there is no crosswind.

Bushnell G2 reticle, with a dot showing where the shooter would 
hold when using the specified Federal load on a 600-yard target with 
a 10 mph wind from the left.

Look at the ballistic chart, and 
see that for a 400 yard target, the 
elevation is 1.92.

“All you have to do is raise your 
reticle to the point where it’s 2 
mils, because it shows that for this 
load the correction is 1.92 mils,” 
Tanker said. “We’re going to hold 
where the red dot is on the image.” 

If there’s a crosswind, you use 
the same principle. In the second 
image of Bushnell’s G2 reticle (this 
page), the shooter has selected a 
600 yard target, and there’s a 10 
mph breeze from the left.

“Now we have to move the reticle 
into the wind to compensate,” 
Tanker said. “We’re still going to 
hold over, but we also have to hold 
off because the wind is pulling the 
bullet off course. In this example, 
you’re going to hold roughly 4 
mils down, and roughly 1.4 mils 
into the wind.”

One more note about these 
mil-based reticles: unlike more 
traditional scopes, the turrets 
and dials are elevated, and thus, 
exposed. That means you can 
adjust the dial instead of holding 
over and off. If you saw the movie 
“American Sniper,” you saw actor 
Bradley Cooper, playing Chris 
Kyle, adjust his scope in just this 
way.

“You can use your dials to make 
the correction, and just hold right 
in the center of the reticle,” Tanker 
said. “That’s the option you have 
with this kind of scope.”

Regardless of what kind of 
shooting you do, you can find the 
right scope with the right reticle. 
With three levels of complexity 
available, you can choose from 
simple crosshairs to a sophisticated 
front focal plane reticle that will 
be more accurate than you are.

W&G
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By Bob Campbell, 
Contributing Editor

For some time I have used hol-
sters by Lobo Gun Leather. Ray 
Cory is a former Chief of Police 
and a long time peace officer. He 
began making good quality leath-
er holsters for concealed carry 
and duty use in about 1972. He 
knows what is needed to make a 
service grade or professional grade 
holster. They are not rack grade 
by any means. A balance of speed 
and retention and the proper ride 
and cant for concealed carry are 
important. Solid craftsmanship is 
the hallmark of his gear. Ray un-

Women&Guns

Two Women Debut on 

the Accessories Scene

All in a day’s work and a good 
attitude makes the day as Mindy 
McAllister (above) lays the leath-
er out for a Lobo Gunleather hol-
ster. 

Crystal Thackerson Powell (right) 
works with some pretty heavy 
machinery during the day—It is 
all about attention to detail and 
working the grain. 
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with me for the past four and one 
half years will start taking over 
the business next year (I will re-
main in an advisory capacity for 
the foreseeable future). 27-years-
old, mother of a 2-year old son, 
bachelors degree in marketing, 
NRA-certified defensive handgun 
instructor, and one of the most 
talented natural leather workers 
I have ever known. There may be 
a few out there who won’t want 
a holster ‘made by a girl,’ but 
Mindy McAllister will be taking 
Lobo Gun Leather forward into 
its 43rd year of ‘making serious 
equipment for serious business.’ 
The most rapidly growing seg-
ment of defensive handgun own-
ers is women, and they like being 
trained by, being advised by, and 
being equipped by women. Did I 
mention that I taught her every-
thing she knows?,” Cory said.

Sounds like the “most rapidly 
growing segment” of the shooting 
fraternity has taken root at Lobo 
Gun Leather. As for Chief Cory’s 
comments on “the few,” the finest 

derstands design and professional 
execution. Mr. Cory has never 
been content simply to craft exist-
ing patterns. Some existing pat-
terns such as the Askins Avenger 
and the Baker Pancake are good 
designs but Chief Cory found 
room for improvement. Ray also 
makes a modern rendition of the 
classic Tom Threepersons holster. 
He developed a number of origi-
nal designs with much promise. 
The holsters are capable, suitable 
for duty or concealed carry, and 
well molded to the firearm they 
are intended to fit. 

Recently I received some inter-
esting information from Cory. 
There were two pieces of news. 
First, he was very enthusiastic con-
cerning a new holster design. The 
holster was the culmination of 
many years of work and a request 
for a superior holster from a pro-
fessional range instructor and also 
interest from a peace officer. The 
holster suited the expectations of 
demanding clients. The most in-
teresting development is that Cory 
is considering retirement—or at 
least slowing down—and turning 

day to day leather crafting over to 
a capable young leather crafter. 
His able assistant has been work-
ing in the leather shop for some 
time honing her skills. 

“My assistant who has been 

The Combat Classic from Lobo 
Gunleather is a modern classic, 
no question there. 

Stitching is vital to any leather 
holster—note how the thread is 
tied together without a misstep. 

Close work with stitching and polish is part of the custom maker’s 
day.
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assistant I ever had in the training 
company was Bethany Tedder, an-
other fine young woman, and she 
was easily the equal or the better 
of many male instructors. There 
are always some that did not wish 
to listen but they did not listen 
or learn from the lead instructor 
either and that was their loss. As 
a certain percentage of each class 
has learned, paying the tuition fee 
never guarantees the certificate. 
As for Lobo Leather, who made 
the holster is less important than 
how it is made, but just the same 
I have to admit an interest in the 
new makers coming on the scene 
with interesting ideas. Having one 
work their way up in a few years 
from no experience to running 
one of the most respected shops in 
the country is very encouraging. 

As for the holster—I am going 
to let Cory take over again:

“The Combat Classic Holster: 
This design came together as I was 
working on two unrelated proj-
ects (range competition holster for 
revolver and police duty holster 
for semi-auto). Basic scabbard-
style construction with welted 
seam contoured to the profile of 

the handgun. Single tunnel-style 
belt loop (customer may specify 
forward cant, neutral cant, or re-
verse cant suitable for cross-draw). 
Options offered include ham-
mer shield (revolvers), slide shield 
(semi-autos), thumb-break reten-
tion, holster mouth reinforcement, 
basket weave tooling, hand-carved 
in Sheridan floral style. How this 
holster differs from others: the 
holster body is constructed of two 
layers of heavy leather cemented 

and stitched together prior to 
forming the holster. Laminating 
two layers of leather brings results 
similar to that of plywood, with 
multiple laminations resulting in 
strength and rigidity greater than 
any single layer of comparable 
dimensions. Holster lining is not 
a consideration because the hol-
ster interior is smooth top-grain 
leather, as gentle as anything on 
the handgun finish. Belt loops are 
individually hand-formed to de-
sired belt width for added stability 
on the belt. An extremely strong 
and rigid holster that is capable of 
holding its shape for many years of 
hard use. This is a challenging hol-
ster to make (stitching at the main 
seam passes through 5 layers of 
heavy leather), requiring consider-
ably more in materials and labor 
than other holster designs. I know 
of no other holster manufacturers 
offering a similar product.”

I agree with the owner’s assess-
ment of the holster. I have used 
the Combat Classic for several 
weeks now and performed a solid 
300 draws from the holster. Many 
of us have learned that leather re-
mains the best material for a con-
cealed carry holster for profession-
al use, when properly crafted. The 
fit of this holster requires a modest 
break-in period. Once broken in 
this holster gives the user an ex-
cellent balance of retention and 
speed. Leather allows a higher de-
gree of comfort when worn close 
to the body. The double thickness 
of the Combat Classic makes for 
superb rigidity. The stitching is 
flawless. The belt loop is designed 
to keep the holster close to the 
body. (Always choose a quality 
leather gun belt!) There is no loose 
motion; the holster is locked to the 
belt. When drawing the handgun 

The author found Crystal Powell’s grips are a great addition to the 
Colt 1911. Note excellent—even flawless—carving in these hand cut 
grip panels from A Woman’s Touch Guns.

The Texas star is understandably 
popular around the gun shows—
but there are many options. Note 
final polish is shaping up. 
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the hand shoots toward the gun, 
just under the handle, as the elbow 
flies to the rear and the hand piv-
ots to scoop the gun from the hol-
ster. This is a fast holster, fast but 
secure and suitable for serious use. 

There are exciting times ahead for 
Lobo Gun Leather. A talented young 
maker and exciting new products 
are well worth your attention. 

I could not believe my luck to 
have discovered two promising 

young artists in the course of the 
same year! Crystal Thackerson 
Powell operates A Woman’s Touch 
Guns/GripUs in San Angelo, Tex-
as. Her art work in grip making 
is both excellent and tactical. A 
properly engraved grip affords the 
user good gripping surface, and 
while embellishment is the usual 
goal the carving feels right in the 
hand and gives the user good ad-
hesion. Smooth grips are good for 
lightening the brunt of recoil with 
the 1911 .45, and this is among 
the few handguns in which such 
grips work just fine. I am going 
to let Crystal elaborate on how 

she came to be working with grips 
and guns. 

“A Woman’s Touch Guns started 
with my desire to become a gun-
smith and figure out the internals 
of these fascinating tools. While 
looking into this and tinkering 
with my own guns and some of 
my dad’s and grandfather’s, I re-
alized I was much more intrigued 
by the way I could make an old 
beat up stock shine like new after 
some sanding and an oil finish. Or 
the way an old .22 cycled correctly 
for the first time in years after a 
complete takedown and a pick 
and toothbrush cleaning. My first 
hand checkering tool set was given 
to me as a gift and my small refur-
bishing and checkering business 
was born soon after that. When 
Joe Sabine approached me about 
partnering with him and GripUs, 
a dream of mine had come true. A 
dream I had to be able to person-
alize and change the way people 
looked at their guns.”

The grips I ordered for my Colt 
Gold Cup arrived in a reasonable 
amount of time. The workman-
ship is first class, with excellent 
attention to detail in the carving. 
I could not be more pleased. The 
original grips were slick white 
grips with a gold Colt Pony, nice 
to look at but far from ideal for 
shooting. Thick rubber grips are 
too large for my hands. I think 
that a special set of grips like this 
tells a lot about the owner, and I 
do not think I could have found 
anything that is better suited for 
the handgun or the shooter. These 
young talents are blazing a trail to 
legendary status, and you could 
do worse than to patronize them. 
In short order makers of this cali-
ber are marked by a long waiting 
list. Best to get in on the ground 
floor! 

W&G

You do not have to go to a San 
Angelo, Texas gun show to 
get these grips—that is a lot of 
painstaking work and more than 
few vials of sweat on that table! 

SHOOTING SYSTEMS

SEE WHAT YOU’VE BEEN MISSINGTM

WWW.HIVIZSIGHTS.COM
800.589.4315

HIVIZ® PATENTED SIGHT 
TECHNOLOGY FOR YOUR 

HANDGUN AND SHOTGUN...
THE SHOOTING CONFIDENCE 
THAT COMES FROM IMPROVED 

SIGHT VISIBILITY AND RAPID 
TARGET ACQUISITION.

“...AND THEN 
IT WAS LIKE 
SOMEONE 
SUDDENLY 
TURNED 
ON THE 

CONFIDENCE 
SWITCH.”
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LegallySpeaking
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Mind Games

By Karen L. MacNutt,
Contributing Editor

Artists, that is painters, deal in 
illusions. Although their drawings 
are on a flat piece of paper, they 
know how to use light and shade 
to create the illusion of a three di-
mensional object. Using converg-
ing lines, they create the illusion 
of distance. Artists train them-
selves to see what is really before 
them so that they can create a bet-
ter illusion on canvas.

Amateur artists often paint what 
they think they should see. Their 
compositions seem flat, too busy, 
and without focus. That is be-
cause we do not really see every-
thing we think we should see. We 
only see selective things that seem 
important to our mind. That is, 
we only really see the things we fo-
cus on. Although that focus may 
rapidly change, our mind puts it 

all together as a seamless picture. 
The artist simply suggests a shape 
and the mind will tell us what the 
shape should be. Sometimes the 
things we think we see, that is the 
things we remember, are things 
that our mind created because, 
based on our training, experienc-
es, and prejudice, our mind thinks 
the objects should be there even if 
they are not. For example, if you 
were painting a picture of water, 
what color would you use to paint 
the water? Most people would say 
blue. But water is not blue, it is 
clear. What we see when we look 
at water is a multitude of colors 
that are reflections of the sky, the 
clouds, trees, and anything else 
which is above, below or near the 
water. We have been conditioned 
to think that water is “blue” from 
the first time someone gave us 
a crayon and told us trees were 
green and water was blue.

When we look out the side win-
dow while driving a car, we see 
trees moving by us. Our experi-
ence tells us trees do not move. 
If the trees are not moving, then 
we must be moving. The motion 
picture industry takes advantage 
of this for their illusions. The hero 
of the movie is in a stationary ve-
hicle while the scenery behind her 
is moving. The audience, based 
upon its experiences, “sees” the 
hero in a “moving” vehicle. 

Another trick of the mind is 
our ability to focus on something 
to the exclusion of other things. 
This is probably a holdover from 
caveman days when the ability to 
focus was related to survival skills. 

We can zone in on that rabbit in 
the bushes and follow it while ex-
cluding all other distractions.

Those who teach combat skills 
call this tunnel vision. You focus 
on the man with the knife, or the 
person holding the gun, to the 
exclusion of all else. In fact, stud-
ies show that you focus on the 
weapon itself, not on the person 
holding it. Victims of crime are 
often able to describe the weapon 
in great detail but are unable to 
describe their assailant. For those 
of us who might carry a gun for 
self-defense, this is a very signifi-
cant problem. It means that you 
may not see your attacker’s part-
ner coming in from the side. Or 
you may not see the little old lady 
with the grocery bag directly be-
hind the aggressor. It means that 
the eye witness to an event may 
not see very significant things go-
ing on during that event. If his 
or her attention is focused on the 
one thing that the witness believes 
is important, he or she might see 
the gun in your hand (the gun be-
ing the more threatening object) 
but not see the knife in the other 
person’s hand. This is one of a 
number of reasons why eye wit-
ness testimony, although truthful 
in the mind of the witness, may 
not be accurate.

 “Oh,” you say, “I am very care-
ful and observant. That would 
never happen to me.” If you have 
not already done so, google “The 
Invisible Gorilla.” “The Invisible 
Gorilla” is the name of an atten-
tion test scientifically created. Do 
not read the article about the at-
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tention test. Go to the YouTube 
site and take the attention test 
first. The test consists of watching 
a short video in which two teams 
of basketball players pass the 
ball around. You will be asked to 
count the number of times one of 
the teams passes the ball. See how 
close you can come to the correct 
answer. This is not a joke. It is a 
scientific test. It is, in fact such an 
important test about the human 
mind that I suggest you put this 
article aside and take the test be-
fore reading further.

Since 1992, the Innocence Proj-
ect has been involved in overturn-
ing some 321 convictions of major 
crimes based on DNA and other 
newly developed scientific evi-
dence. In 75% of the overturned 
cases, the wrongful conviction was 
based upon eyewitness testimony. 
The eyewitnesses in these cases 
were not deliberately telling false-
hoods. They believed their state-
ments to be true. The problem 
is that the way the human mind 
processes information can lead to 
false memories.

Under stress, our perception 
of time is distorted. Time seems 
to slow up. From a caveman sur-
vival point of view, this “slowing” 
of time gave him more “time” to 
figure out what to do. From the 
point of view of a witness to some 
emergency, it will seem as if the 
police or fire department or am-
bulance did not come right away. 
That belief will persist even if the 
dispatch records show that an 
emergency response vehicle was 
on site within three to five min-
utes of the call for help. The press 
is notorious for publishing eyewit-
ness statements at face value. The 
complaint of a witness that the 
ambulance was slow in coming 

quickly becomes a tabloid “fact” 
that will be repeated over and over 
without any regard to the truth. 

No clearer case of tabloid “facts” 
can be made than the death of 
Eric Garner who died of a heart 
attack after resisting arrest in New 
York. A video of the incident 
shows Garner not only refusing to 
go with the police, but becoming 
animated in his refusal to submit 
to the officer. It shows an officer 
using what is commonly called a 
“choke hold” to bring Mr. Garner 
to the ground where he is hand-
cuffed. The time duration of the 
“choke hold” is quite short, about 
15 seconds as measured by the 
time stamp on the video which 
is on line. Fifteen seconds is not 
a long time to hold your breath. 
During the struggle, but after he 
was on the ground, Garner, who 
was still not complying with the 
officer’s request that he stop strug-
gling, complained that he could 
not breath. If Garner was being 
choked, he would not have been 
able to say anything. The person 
taking the video kept making 
comments, which were recorded, 
about how the police were abus-
ing Garner. The “reporter” who 
placed the video online billed it as 
a public execution of a “brother.” 
The officers placed Garner on his 
side (which would aid breathing) 
and called an ambulance that 
transported Garner to a hospital 
where he later died of a heart at-
tack. He was not choked to death 
nor did he die on the street. Short-
ness of breath is a classic sign of 
a heart attack, not a choking. In 
spite of these facts, many people, 
including veteran reporters, in-
fluenced by the comments of the 
person taking the video, persisted 
in saying Garner was choked to 

death. Many people also used this 
as an example of white police of-
ficers killing a black man. Those 
people apparently did not notice 
that the police sergeant at the 
scene was a black woman.

Our mind is hard wired to make 
sense out of the information it 
receives from our senses. The less 
we understand about what is go-
ing on, the more the brain has to 
work. Sometimes it will fill in the 
blanks with what it feels should 
be there. It will come to a hy-
pothesis of what it thinks should 
have happened, and it will tell our 
conscious mind what it should 
believe. That hypothesis then be-
comes our memory of the event.

If you ever had a close relation-
ship with someone in the early 
stages of Alzheimer’s disease, you 
probably noticed that the person’s 
perception of reality becomes a 
mixture of fact and fiction as the 
brain’s ability to retain facts di-
minishes but its imperative to 
come up with an interpretation 
of those facts remains. The brain 
fills in the missing facts with other 
“facts” because of its quest to make 
sense of what it sees. 

Many years ago I represented 
an elderly couple whom I will call 
Mr. & Mrs. X. Several weeks after 
Mr. X died, Mrs. X called and said 
she wanted a divorce. “But Mrs. 
X,” I questioned with some hesi-
tancy, “Your husband is dead.” “I 
know,” she said, “but I still want 
a divorce.” When I asked her 
why, she said that her husband 
was running around with other 
women. When I asked her why 
she thought that, she said it was 
because he was never home. The 
pain felt by Mrs. X of being aban-
doned by her husband was real. 
Her mind had processed one fact: 
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that the husband was not home. It 
had not processed a second fact, 
that he was dead. Based upon her 
experience and prejudices, her 
mind formed a theory that the 
reason he was not home was that 
he was “running around” with 
other women. It discarded any in-
formation that did not support its 
theory. 

Studies show that memory can 
be affected by suggestion, even 
unintentional suggestion. When 
a police officer shows a victim a 
photo array of potential perpetra-
tors, best practice now suggests 
that the officer should not know 
who the suspect is because the 
witness can pick up on body lan-
guage and other subtle hints by 
the officer which can reinforce a 
false memory in the witness. That 
is, the officer can unknowingly 
suggest the witness pick out a par-
ticular photo. For the same reason, 
when several witnesses talk about 
an event amongst themselves, they 
are apt to come to a consensus of 
what occurred influenced by the 
group rather than the event.

False memories are easier to im-
plant than most people think. The 
1974 Loftus and Palmer study 
demonstrated how a witness’s 
memory may be affected by infor-
mation he or she hears after the 
event. Groups of students were 
shown movies of events and then 
asked questions about the events. 
The study showed that how the 
questions were asked influenced 
what the students thought they 
remembered. 

Of more interest is the 1998 
work of Lindholm and Christian-
son in Sweden which suggested 
that not only does the mind not 
process all of the information it 
sees, but that it will subconscious-

ly pick information to process 
which supports deep seated beliefs 
while rejecting other informa-
tion which might be contrary to 
those preconceived beliefs. Even 
witnesses that see only part of an 
event will have a full “memory” of 
the entire event. Their minds will 
be filling in the blank spots based 
upon what the mind thought 
should have happened.

This can be demonstrated by 
answering the following ques-
tions: Do you remember the at-
tack on the World Trade Center in 
New York? If yes, How much time 
elapsed between the time you 
SAW (not heard about) a plane hit 
the first tower (the North Tower) 
and when the tower collapsed? A) 
about one hour later B) about two 
hours later C) not more that four 
hours later D) (you fill in some 
other answer.) 

There are many other factors 
that impact what we see or what 
we think we see. As light fades, so 
does our ability to distinguish col-
or, distance or details. A light blue 
car might look white. A bright red 
car may look black. The source of 
light also impacts our ability to 
see. Someone silhouetted against 
a bright light might have a dis-
tinctive shape, but you will not 
be able to see the details of that 
person’s face, clothing or objects 
held. Reflections of light, shad-
ows, movement, objects between 
us and the thing we are trying to 
observe, may all impact our ability 
to see something or understand 
what we are looking at. 

The implications of these stud-
ies on eyewitness testimony have 
enormous implications for crimi-
nal defense attorneys. Eyewitness 
testimony is key to many criminal 
prosecutions. The frailty of eye-

witness testimony is exacerbated 
by media coverage of events and 
by those who, for political rea-
sons, wish to place a political spin 
on events to promote personal 
agendas.

Courts of law are not the only 
places where tricks of the mind can 
play havoc with us. If we expect 
people to be prejudiced against us, 
then our mind will interpret the 
“facts” to find prejudice. When the 
police and the community they 
serve mistrust each other, negative 
incidents between the police and 
the community go up. It becomes 
a self-fulfilling prophecy. Each 
fact misinterpreted by the mind 
will support the conclusions that 
people have been led to believe 
they should find. This is why it is 
so extremely important to bring 
people in a community together. 
It is important that knowledge re-
places those voids that cause our 
minds to make up “facts.” 

Most people asked about how 
long it was between the time they 
saw a video of the plane hitting the 
first tower and the tower collapsing 
will say it was a couple of hours. 
Those of us who lived through 
that event have vivid memories of 
it. In spite of what your memory 
tells you, however, there were no 
news videos broadcast of the first 
plane hitting the first tower (the 
North Tower) on September 11th 
before the tower collapsed. There 
was video from a film maker who 
had been making a documentary 
on firefighters. He captured the 
first plane hitting the tower but 
he then followed the firefighters to 
the North Tower. That video was 
not available until after the North 
Tower collapsed. The North Tower 
was the first to be struck but col-
lapsed after the South Tower. Most 
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people did not see the video of 
the first plane striking the North 
Tower until September 12th. The 
North Tower was struck at 8:46; 
the South Tower was struck at 
9:03. The South Tower collapsed 
at 9:58 (56 minutes after being 
hit). The North Tower collapsed 
at 10:28, 1 hour and 42 minutes 
after being hit.

What about the basketball play-
ers and the gorilla? Like most peo-
ple who took the attention test, 
I watched the video very closely. 
I counted the basketball being 
passed thirteen times. It was ac-
tually passed 15 times. I totally 
missed, however, the most impor-
tant thing that happened during 
the video. Even after I was told, I 
did not believe it. I had to take the 
test a second time.

What did I miss? Well, take the 
test and see if you can count the 
ball being passed 15 times. You 
will see how an honest person can 
have a false memory of an event.

W&G

A felony gun charge against 
a Port Elizabeth, NJ, resident 
arrested by police last November 
for possessing an unloaded 
300-year-old handgun has been 
dismissed by the Cumberland 
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Prosecutor Jennifer Webb-
McRae announced that the 
state will exercise “prosecutorial 
discretion to dismiss” the second-
degree unlawful possession of a 

Hornady Co-Founder

Passes at Age 102

Marval Hornady of Grand 
Island, NE, died Feb. 20 at age 
102. With her husband, Joyce, 
Marval co-founded Hornady 
Ammunition in 1949.

After raising a family, she was 
encouraged by her husband to 
become more involved at the 
company and did so in the early 
1970s. When Joyce was killed in 
a plane crash in 1981, she took 
over as chairman of the board and 
secretary of the corporation, and 
with her son, Steve, and daughter, 
Margaret, helped the company not 
only survive but thrive to become 
the success story it is today.

W&G

weapon charge against Gordon N. 
Van Gilder.

“Accordingly, the public 
should be forewarned about the 
prescriptions against possessing a 
firearm — even an antique — in a 
vehicle,” she continued.

The defendant, a 72-year-old 
history buff, faced a possible 
10-year prison sentence under 
Garden State law. 

W&G

NJ Antique Pistol Charge Dismissed
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ATF 
Continued from Page 7
a “botched” operation as it had 
been repeatedly portrayed in press 
reports. The operation actually 
did allow guns to be “walked” by 
criminal suspects who purchased 
large quantities of firearms 
from specific licensed dealers in 
Arizona, working in cooperation 
with ATF investigators. The plan 
was apparently to track those guns 
back to some criminal enterprise.

One agent testified before 
Congress that Fast and Furious 
was the “perfect storm of idiocy” 
and did not follow standard 
investigative procedures.

It all fell apart when Terry was 
killed in a gun battle several miles 
north of Nogales in Arizona. Two 
guns linked to Fast and Furious 
were recovered at the crime scene.

The scandal that unfolded 
resulted in Congressional hearings 
and a vote to hold Attorney 
General Eric Holder in contempt 
of Congress for refusing to hand 
over thousands of subpoenaed 
documents. President Obama 
took ownership of the scandal 
when he extended executive 
privilege protection to those 
documents.

All of this happened on Melson’s 
watch and led to his resignation 
from the post, and replacement 
by Jones. Melson took a position 
as the senior advisor on Forensic 
Science in the Justice Department’s 
Office of Legal Policy.

That’s the back story. Under 
Jones, another scandal erupted, 
Operation Fearless. This involved 
a store front sting operation in 
Milwaukee that resulted in lost 
firearms and other problems, 
including the reported use of a 
brain-damaged man “to set up 

gun and drug deals,” according to 
the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel.

The newspaper investigation 
contained revelations that outraged 
people. Veteran Wisconsin 
Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner 
submitted legislation to dissolve 
ATF and shift its functions to 
other federal agencies.

It may be that the proposal to ban 
the popular ammunition, known 
generically as M855, was the final 
straw. But there was one more 
thing that set the straw on fire.

In the latest version of ATF 
regulations, the section clearly 
exempting M855 ammunition 
from the “armor piercing” 
definition, which made it subject 
to a ban, was noticeably absent. A 
half-page of print had somehow 
disappeared, leading many in the 
gun community to conclude that 
ATF had already made up its mind 
about banning the ammunition, 
and was going through the 
motions of a public comment 
period for the sake of appearance.

Anger and suspicion in the 
firearms ranks turned into rage. 

The ATF issued a mea culpa 
statement and promised to fix 
what it insisted was an editing 
and printing error, but not before 
gun rights activists across the 
country theorized that the so-
called “misprint” was proof of the 
agency’s true intentions.

Whatever the case, the 
controversy caused prices for 
M855 ammunition to skyrocket 
and for supplies to shrink fast as 
gun owners rushed to stock up in 
anticipation of a ban. The Tampa 
Tribune reported that the M855 
round was not a traditional hot 
seller in one Florida store called 
Lincoln Tactical, but that the 
shop’s owner said the ammunition 

was selling for $2 a round at a 
local gun show, when it typically 
runs about 40 cents a cartridge.

When ATF backpedalled, there 
was quick reaction from firearms 
groups.

NRA Executive Vice President 
Wayne LaPierre noted that the 
“announcement proves what we 
have said all along—this was 100 
percent political.”

“President Obama failed to pass 
gun control through Congress, 
so he tried to impose his political 
agenda through executive fiat,” 
LaPierre said. “But every gun 
owner in America needs to 
understand Barack Obama’s 
hatred of the Second Amendment 
has not changed.”

Chris Cox, executive director 
of NRA-ILA was critical of 
what NRA called “the dishonest 
campaign” to ban this common 
ammunition. 

“The lies used to justify the ban 
were shameful,” Cox said. “This 
proposal was never about law 
enforcement safety—it was about 
the Obama Administration’s 
desire to pander to billionaire 
Michael Bloomberg and his gun 
control groups. Since they haven’t 
been able to ban America’s most 
popular rifle, they are trying to 
ban the ammunition instead.”

“This is a great victory but 
the battle is not over,” Gottlieb 
warned in a press release. “The 
Obama administration will try to 
rework this ban proposal and we 
will see it back sooner rather than 
later. Now is the time to double 
our efforts and drive a permanent 
stake through the heart of any 
ammo ban.”

As if to confirm Gottlieb’s 
prediction, Democrat New York 
Congressman Steve Israel and 



May-June 2015  39

Rep. Jackie Speier of California 
quickly introduced legislation that 
would virtually ban all hunting 
ammunition, critics allege. 

Meanwhile, the NSSF released 
a statement that the organization 
“looks forward to engaging in 
a dialogue with ATF to address 
this issue that led to the now 
withdrawn proposal.” 

“Our industry members hope 
to meet consumer demand in 
bringing alternative ammunition 
products to the market and to 
continue to sell the popular M855 
rifle target ammunition,” the 
statement said. “NSSF continues 
to strongly urge ATF to grant 32 
long-pending petitions to exempt 
alternative rifle ammunition 
designed and intended for the 
hunting market.”

“Over the years,” Gottlieb 
observed in the aftermath, “ATF 
has earned the reputation of being 
a rogue agency. Anti-gunners 
defended the agency through 
the Fast and Furious scandal by 
blaming the lack of a permanent 
director. When Jones was 
permanently appointed, there was 
at least a presumption that things 
would change. But nobody was 
fired over Fast and Furious, much 
less prosecuted.

“Now ATF tried to ban 
ammunition that was specifically 
identified in regulations as 
exempt from definition as 
armor-piercing at the same 
time the exemption vanished 
from the regulations pamphlet,” 
Gottlieb said. “You cannot run 
a law-enforcement agency by 
criminalizing legal products, or 
by deliberately attempting to 
change policies that only affect 
law-abiding citizens.”

W&G

“If someone breaks into their 
home, they have to work as a 

team,” he said. “It’s not like, ‘You 
run into that room and I’ll defend 

Student Vicki Sklark practices some advanced skills training.

Couples Training
Continued from Page 19

you.’ They have to defend each 
other, so they have to cooperate 
and have a game plan. The extent 
to which they respect each other 

determines how well that game 
plan works.”

W&G
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Making a Difference

By Genie Jennings,
Contributing Editor

“Punishment is supposed to fit 
the crime. A felony conviction is 
forever,” Bernard Kerik, former 
hero of 9/11, author of From 
Jailer to Jailed. 
I was stunned when I first read 

the application for a pardon and 
saw the prohibition to apply for 
restoration of gun rights. No oth-
er reason is prohibited; the right 
to keep and bear arms is consti-
tutionally protected both federally 
and in Maine. It is unenforceable 
because an applicant can simply 
state another reason, even if this 
restoration is the goal. 

The concept of felons request-
ing restoration of their right to 
keep and bear arms elicits visions 
of violent criminals seeking to 
resume their anti-social careers. 
However, criminals by definition 
are rarely worried about laws. 

A felony conviction carries a 
life-time of consequences. There 
are careers into which one cannot 
enter or remain. One might fail 
to be hired and/or miss opportu-

Lessons Learned

nities for advancement. Socially, 
one could have a harder time than 
usual being accepted. A decent, 
honest citizen might accept these 
problems knowing that they are 
the result of his decision at some 
point in his life. As harmful as 
they may be, he might be able to 
live with them. However, some 
consequences might be extremely 
hard to endure.

In Maine hunting is an honored 
tradition. It is a multigenerational 
pastime; an activity passed from 
parents to children. The act of 
venturing into the woods, of ul-
timately providing sustenance for 
the family is a strong bond to both 
kin and nature. The denial of this 
bond causes pain.

That emotional need, symbol-
ized by the object that is forbid-
den, is what would make some-
one over time want this particular 
right restored. He might be able 
to accept the other punishments, 
but severing such a strong tie to 
his kinsmen is a constant source 
of pain.

You may not be a hunter, or 
have hunters in your family or 
circle of friends. But, every family 
has certain activities and occasions 
that they celebrate together. Often 
those activities seem meaningless 
to outsiders. It is part of what 
makes a family or any social group 
united and special. 

Except for the quote from a tele-
vision interview with Mr. Kerik, 

that was the testimony I did not 
present to the Criminal Justice 
and Public Safety Committee. 
This article is not about lessons a 
convicted felon might learn. It is 
a case study in activism, particu-
larly in getting a bill passed. Or 
defeated. 

Learn the rules. Every state has 
a process, as does the federal gov-
ernment although that is larger, 
farther away and harder for one 
ordinary individual to influence. 
In Maine our legislature works 
on a two-year program. After the 
election in November, legislators 
begin work in December and all 
bills must be introduced by the 
first week in January of the first 
year. Any other bills must be pre-
sented as “emergency” in the sec-
ond year. 

Our state representatives and 
senators hit the ground running. 
They have their own pet projects 
that they want enacted, and will 
be busy preparing those. There 
will be orientations and assign-
ments to committees, and a mas-
sive flurry of activity. You must 
have your project prepared or very 
easy to prepare, because if your 
chosen lawmaker had decided to 
submit it, you would not need 
to be asking. Be sure to read the 
original draft of the bill carefully, 
to be certain it is saying what you 
meant. 

Keep your eye on the ball. Bills 
go to particular committees based 

Women&Guns



May-June 2015  41

on their subject matter. Know 
which committees will deal with 
your bill. Get the names and con-
tact information for the members 
and the clerk of those committees. 
Keep track of the progress, and 
know when there will be hearings 
and votes on your bill. Do not rely 
on anyone else to tell you when 
things will happen.

Do not become complacent. This 
is where I fell down. I have a good 
friend who was re-elected this 
term after being ousted in the fi-
asco of 2012. She was excited to 
introduce the bill. As I had been, 
she was shocked when she read 
the pardon application. She got 
a cosponsor who is a mainstay of 
the other party; my bill had bipar-
tisan support. Everyone she ap-
proached had a similar reaction: 
how did this get in there? We are, 
after all, talking about a constitu-
tionally protected right. 

In addition another friend of 
mine sits on the CJPS committee. 
I felt quite confident that I could 
step aside and let things take their 
course. So, I took my eye off the 
ball and became complacent. I did 
not keep checking the commit-
tee’s calendar, and did not learn 
until Friday after work that there 
would be a hearing at 9 o’clock 
Monday morning. I had been at 
the mountain since mid-week 
with another physically demand-
ing two days ahead of me. The late 
notice was because the committee 
had not notified Beth O’Connor 
that the bill would be heard, and 
she only stumbled upon the in-
formation when she went to their 
website. Something I should have 
done myself.

We got home late Sunday night, 
I got up at 4:30 to leave at 5 and 
saw there was only a dusting of 

snow. I was allowing myself an 
extra hour to make the drive in 
case of what was the usual weather 
this winter. Then I got lazy. I sat 
down at my computer to check 
the forecast and started thinking 
that I would have a minimum of 
5 hours round-trip, I would sit 
for a couple hours in hearings on 
other bills, might not be able to 
even give my testimony, which 
would take about 5 minutes. And 
I dropped the ball. I wrote my tes-
timony and sent it to my legislator 
friend to read to the committee.

Proper procedure when one is 
not going to be present is to send 
testimony to the clerk of the com-
mittee. The clerk will make a copy 
for each member and that will be 
part of their packet for discuss-
ing and deciding on the merits of 
the bill. Since I had planned to be 
there, I had not tried to send the 
testimony to the clerk. It is highly 
possible that I would not have 
gotten the testimony to the clerk 
in time. But, that thought is just 
one of the things I use to try to 
assuage my deep disappointment 
in myself. As it happened, Beth 
did not receive the testimony I 
emailed until after the hearing. 

My opposition in the form of 
the Chiefs of Police did not de-
cide it was not worth the trip. My 
friend on the committee has never 
said “no” to the police. I got one 
“ought to pass” vote from a repre-
sentative I had not met. (That will 
change!)

Don’t quit. A general once said 
that the war is won not necessarily 
by the superior army, but by the 
one that fights longest. It took me 
a long time to get myself up and 
dust myself off. I wasted a lot of 
time yelling at myself. After all the 
energy and time I had invested in 

this proposition, I had let it just 
wither away. 

There are no white knights…
well, there are but they are pretty 
busy with other things. If you be-
lieve in what you are asking, you 
must do it yourself. If you have al-
lowed things to fall, you will have 
to do more work. You cannot sit 
in a tower and wait for a hero to 
ride in and save the day. 

It is entirely possible that even 
with my effort and testimony the 
committee would have made the 
same decision. I only garnered one 
vote. Certainly, the lawmaker I 
know would have felt uncomfort-
able voting against me had I been 
there, but I know her alliance to 
the police. 

Therefore, I have been on Face-
book and emailing, pushing my 
bill. Emphasizing to the legislature 
and to citizens that this is merely 
about an application. There is still 
a whole process that applicants 
must endure; applying does not 
guarantee anything. 

My question remains: how do 
we deny someone the ability to 
even ask to have a constitutionally 
protected right restored?
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Army, Marine Shooters

Test Electronic Targets

The US Marine Corps Shooting 
Team and the US Army Service 
Rifle Team are testing the new 
Kongsberg Electronic Target 
System installed at the soon to open 
Civilian Marksmanship Program’s 
Talladega Marksmanship Park. 
Complete details online at: 
thecmp.org.

W&G
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ResourceDirectory

Sources for snub nose .38 

feature, Page 12

3Speedholster.com
Ahrendsgripsusa.com
Barberleatherworks.com
Blackhawk.com
Cover6gear.com
Jasonwinnie.com
Joxloaderpouches.com
Rinehartleahter.com (pinkpistol-
holsters.com)

Sources and Specifica-

tions for Tavor rifle fea-

ture, Page 20

IWI TAVOR SAR flattop G18 spec-
ifications

Caliber: 5.56 NATO
Action: Semi-automatic
Operating system:  
Closed rotating bolt, long gas 
stroke on piston head
Magazine type:   
Polymer NATO STAVAG type
Barrel material:   
Cold hammer forged, CrMoV, 
chrome lined
Barrel length: 18 in. (16.5 in. 
available)
Overall length:27-5/8 in.
Weight: 8.12 lb.
Rifling:    
right hand, 6 grooves, 1:7 twist
Stock color:   
OD green, (black or flat dark 
earth also available)
Stock type:   
Reinforced polymer bullpup con-
figuration
Sights:    
Folding front sight (blade) with 
Tritium insert and rear sight (ap-
erture)
Flattop with full length MIL-STD 

Picatinny top rail in addition to 
the standard short rail at a 45 
degree angle opposite charging 
handle. An optional 9mm con-
version kit is available as well as 
both left-handed and right-hand-
ed bolt and barrel kits.

Some states and District of Co-
lumbia may restrict the sale of 
this rifle. Check regulations for 
your state for firearms laws.
MSRP   $1,999.99
Left or right hand conversion
$449.99
9mm conversion $899.99
IWI US
iwi.us

Firearms Academy of Seattle
firearmsacademy.com

Geissele Triggers
geissele.com

Rock River Arms
rockriverarms.com

Streamlight
streamlight.com

Timney Triggers
timneytriggers.com

Trijicon Sights
trijicon.com

Sources for Accessories 

feature, Page 30.

Lobogunleather.com
awomanstouchgun.com 
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Vermont Background 
Measure Derailed
By Dave Workman,
Contributing Editor

Attempts to push a so-called 
“universal background check” 
measure in Vermont have failed, 
as the chairman of the state Senate 
Judiciary Committee was quoted 
by the Burlington Free Press as 
stating the measure is “dead.”

“Quite frankly,” Sen. Dick 
Sears (D-Bennington) told the 
newspaper, “it’s dead.”

He was referring to S. 31, a 
measure supported by Gun Sense 
Vermont (GSV). After a heated 
public hearing, during which Sears 
actually unloaded on the head of 
a state gun rights organization, 
the background check bill had 
apparently collided with a wall. Yet 
GSV co-founder Ann Braden was 
quoted by Seven Days insisting 
that the fight is not over.

TGM’s call to Sears was not 
immediately returned.

S. 31 contained provisions also 
for prohibiting gun possession by 
convicted violent felons, but even 
the Vermont ACLU seemed to 
oppose that part of the legislation.

The background check 
legislation appeared closely 
patterned after similar measures 
currently being fought out west. 
Vermont is home to the original 
“constitutional carry” scenario, 
which allows open or concealed 
carry in a peaceable manner 
without any kind of permit or 
license, the result of a court ruling 
dating back a century, rather 
than some legislative doctrine. 
The state has a rather low violent 
crime rate. Its legislators do not 
maintain offices, staffs or even 
individual telephone numbers 
in the capitol at Montpelier, 
according to a contact at the office 
of the Sergeant at Arms.

W&G
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chambering to 9mm parabellum, 
should the shooter wish to have 

the option of a pistol caliber car-
bine as well. The kit is purchased 
separately and comes 
with all the parts needed 
to change out your 5.56 
Tavor to 9mm. The pro-
cedure is outlined in the 
owner’s manual and can be 
accomplished with simple 
tools. It comes with all the 
parts needed as well as a 32 
round magazine for 9mm 
ammo. This conversion has 
an MSRP of $899.99. Ad-
ditional 9mm magazines 
are available for $29.99 each. Of 
course, one should always check 
the legalities for where you live 
involving converting a gun and 

Continued from Page 23
magazine capacity limits before 
taking on this project.

On the range, the Tavor handles 
smoothly and quickly from target 

to target. Its compact size pulls it 
in close to the shooter’s core for 

excellent maneuverability and a 
solid mount. Any sized shooter 
can handle the gun and get good 
trigger engagement as it comes 

The Tavor is an easy fit to the author. The owner chose a Trijicon 
2XACOG sight and an auxiliary white light by Streamlight to mount 
on the 45 degree short rail.

from the factory. The shorter 
overall length is much less un-
wieldy for moving with the gun in 
a dynamic situation or searching 
around cover.

I tested the Tavor with 3 types 
of ammunition at both 50 and 
100 yards for accuracy. It is cham-
bered for 5.56 NATO, so I found 
one example of that caliber. The 
other ammunitions were .223. I 
shot from prone position using 
the 2X ACOG sight. The best 3 
shots out of 5 shot groups are av-
eraged to give the best representa-
tion of what the gun, rather than 
the shooter, is capable of. The re-
sults are shown in Table 1, shown 
below.

Accuracy for this gun is compa-
rable to the AR-15 platform and is 
more than needed for sporting or 
defensive applications. The Tavor 
would be an excellent choice for 
home defense or a bunch of fun in 
training and competition shoot-
ing. It’s solidly built and easy to 
care for which makes it practical. 
At an MSRP of $1999.00, it isn’t 
unreasonably priced for a high 
quality product. It may be a bit 

odd-looking, but it’s a look one 
can grow to love especially once 
you’ve enjoyed shooting it.

W&G
 

Table 1:

  Ammunition  50 Yd-Avg. 100 Yd-Avg. Malfunctions
  Remington UMC 
  .223, 55 gr. MC 0.5 in.  2.2 in.  None

  American Eagle
   5.56 x 45mm, 
  55 gr. FMJ  1.4 in.  1 in.  None

  Hornady Tap .223,
   55 gr. FPD  1.4 in.  1.9 in.  None
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First Look
Charter Arms Introduces 

The Tiffany Revolver 

Charter Arms, manufacturer 
of high quality American made 
revolvers, expands its selection 
of lightweight handguns 
designed for the female shooter 
with The Tiffany, named for its 
distinctive blue color.

Charter based The Tiffany on 
the popular Undercover Lite, a 
five-shot .38 Special that delivers 
impressive stopping power at 
weights as low as 12 ounces. 

According to Nick Ecker, 
president of Charter Arms, The 
Tiffany is just the latest response 
to the needs of the female gun 

owners, currently estimated 
at 35% of American women. 
“Some companies think they 
can just ‘paint it pink’ and sell it 
to women,” Ecker explains. “But 
not Charter. We’ve been listening 
to the female shooter for well 
over ten years, and they are 
every bit as serious as the men 
when it comes to home defense 
or personal protection.

“So, it’s not just about the 
attractive colors –though we’ve 
got a wide range. It’s about 
compact size, lighter weight, and 
a comfortable grip combined 
with real stopping power. It’s 
a gun that a woman can use as 
easily as a man. The color just 
adds a bit of fun.”

The Tiffany blue .38 Special 
joins Charter’s wide selection of 
revolvers in various colors and 
animal prints designed for the 
female shooter, and is available 
now. MSRP is $410. 

For more information, visit 
CharterArms.com or call 
customer service at (203) 922-
1652.

Project ChildSafe 

Releases New Firearm 

Safety Video

The National Shooting 
Sports Foundation (NSSF) has 
released a new, first-of-its-
kind educational resource, the 
“How to Talk to Your Kids about 
Firearm Safety” video. The video, 
starring champion shooter and 

mother Julie Golob, 
encourages parents 
to have “the talk” 
about firearm safety 
with their kids 
sooner rather than 
later, and provides 
tips for how to have 
a helpful discussion.

“Too often, 
children don’t know 
what to do if they find 
a gun,” said Steve 

Sanetti, President and CEO of 
NSSF, which developed and 
sponsors the Project ChildSafe 
firearm safety education 
program. “This video opens a 
door for honest conversation 
and empowers parents to be the 
authority on gun safety for their 
kids, whether they have guns in 
their homes or not.”

The “How to Talk to Your Kids 
about Firearm Safety” video 
was created as a resource to 
start positive and constructive 
conversations by encouraging 
discussion rather than lecture, 
and helps parents responsibly 
demystify the subject of guns. 

“As a mother, I know full 

well how challenging this 
conversation can be,” Golob 
said. “It’s crucial that parents set 
an example and teach their kids 
about firearm safety so children 
don’t learn about guns solely 
from what their friends say or 
what they see on video games 
and TV.”

The video features Golob 
expressing the importance 
of adults having gun safety 
discussions with young people, 
emphasizing that education on 
responsible safety and storage 
is the number one way to prevent 
firearm accidents in the home. 
The video has two sections, one 
for talking with younger children, 
the other for talking to older kids 
and teens.

“How to Talk to Your Kids 
about Gun Safety” is available-
and shareable-online at 
projectchildsafe.org and on the 
NSSF YouTube page. NSSF is 
also promoting the video with 
its members, law enforcement 
partners, local communities, 
conservation groups and other 
supporters, starting with a 
national launch in partnership 
with Sportsman’s Warehouse, 
which streamed the video in all 
of its stores across the country. 

“Talking to kids about gun 
safety is not something to 
be put off or ignored-it’s an 
essential part of responsible gun 
ownership,” Sanetti added. “This 
video supports our industry’s 
“Own It? Respect It. Secure It” 
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initiative, and we hope firearms 
owners everywhere watch it and 
share it with their communities.” 

The video expands Project 
ChildSafe’s safety education 
resources that encourage safe 
firearms handling and secure 
storage by gun owners and their 
families. The video complements 
such program resources as 
the Safe Storage Options 
Infographic and the Parent-
Child Safety Pledge. Since 
1999, Project ChildSafe has 
worked with more than 15,000 
law enforcement departments 
throughout the United States to 
distribute educational resources 
and free firearm safety kits, 
which include a gun lock, to 
their communities. To date, the 
program has given away more 
than 36 million safety kits and 
gun locks in all fifty states and 
the five U.S. territories.

Ruger Introduces SP101 

In .327 Federal Magnum

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. 
has introduced the SP101® in .327 
Federal Magnum. The Ruger® 
SP101 in .327 Federal Magnum 
is a six-round, small frame, 
double-action revolver with a 
4.2 inch barrel and adjustable 
sights. Built from stainless steel, 
this new model features a light-
gathering front sight, windage 
and elevation adjustable rear 
sight, and a rubber grip with 
checkered hardwood inserts.

“The SP101 has a reputation 
for being a very strong and 

reliable revolver 
and combining it 
with the powerful 
.327 Federal 
Magnum cartridge 
creates a perfect 
‘kit gun’ package,” 
said Chris Killoy, 
Ruger President 
and Chief 
Operating Officer. 
“The compact 
size of the SP101 
makes it the ideal 
companion while in the woods 
or afield, and the longer barrel 
helps the .327 Federal Magnum 
cartridge reach its velocity 
potential,” he concluded.

The 29.5-ounce, SP101 can be 
fired in either a double-action 
or single-action mode, and 
includes Ruger’s triple locking 
cylinder that locks the cylinder 
from the front, rear and bottom 
for reliability and durability. The 
rubber grip assures positive 
control while reducing recoil, 
and the Ruger transfer bar 

mechanism provides 
a measure of security 
against accidental 
discharge. MSRP is 
$719.

For more 
information on the 
new Ruger SP101 
in .327 Federal 
Magnum, or to learn 
more about the 
extensive line of 

award-winning Ruger firearms, 
visit Ruger.com or Facebook.
com/Ruger. To find accessories 
for the Ruger SP101 or other 
Ruger firearms, visit ShopRuger.
com.

Eagle Imports Inc. 

Sponsors 3-Gun’s Rising 

Star, Heather Fitzhugh

Eagle Imports, Inc., the 
exclusive distributor of Metro 
Arms, Bersa, Comanche and 
Grand Power firearms products, 

is pleased to announce their 
sponsorship of 3-Gun Pro 
Shooter, Heather Fitzhugh.

“Heather is a fantastic shooter. 
We really like her and her 
commitment to the sport and 
are proud to bring her aboard 
the Eagle Imports pro team. Our 
guns are accurate, precise and 
give shooters an edge over the 
competition. We are eager to see 
what Heather can do with them,” 
remarked President of Eagle 
Imports Michael Sodini.

Fitzhugh is originally from rural 
South Texas and is a rising star in 
the competition shooting circuit. 
She primarily shoots 3-Gun, 
but is also a top level athlete in 
USPSA and IDPA. Her passion 
for firearms and competition 
has led to her rapid progression 
through the shooting sports.

“I am so very happy to be 
working with Eagle Imports Inc.; 
they provide the opportunity for 
the public to purchase a wide 
array of quality handguns from 
all over the world. I’ve thoroughly 
tested them myself and I know 
that the firearms Eagle Imports 
carries are truly the best. I look 
forward to showing what these 
fantastic pistols can do in the 
shooting sports,” commented 
Fitzhugh.

For more information on the 
brands distributed by Eagle 
Import’s visit eagleimportsinc.
com. To keep up-to-date with 
Heather Fitzhugh’s 3-Gun career 
you can follow her on Facebook

W&G
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Peggy Tartaro,
Executive Editor

From theEditor
It’s become fashionable in media 

circles to assign color names to 
various “revolutions” around the 
globe. Iran’s Green Revolution. 
Georgia’s Rose Revolution. 
Ukraine’s Orange Revolution. 
And on and on. Some of the 
colors are a bit of a stretch; others 
refer to specific items associated 
with those doing the revolting.

An interesting blog post of the 
Cambridge University dictionary 
suggests that the color names (or, 
in some cases, flower names, such 
as Tunisia’s Jasmine Revolution) 
are used to soften the word 
“revolution,” which in many 
minds has a violent overtone, 
since many of the actions have 
been non-violent. 

Indeed, many of the 
“revolutions” have not been 
terribly successful, and while the 
revolutionaries have been adept at 
focusing attention on their causes, 
in many cases, they have not fully 
reached their goals.

As home to one of the most 
effective revolutions in history, 
Americans are perhaps a bit less 
frightened of the term, and, likely, 
more “pro-revolution” than many 
other countries. 

Here, however, we tend to 
confine our use of the term to 
more mundane activities, like a 
new beer or hair color.

Perhaps it’s time for American 
gunowners to proclaim our own 
successful revolution and color it 
blue (as in blued).

Since this magazine came to life in 
1989, a majority of states are now 
shall-issue carry states and several 
have moved into the “Vermont” 
or “Constitutional Carry” model. 
There remain holdouts to this 

revolution, of course; notably New 
York, New Jersey, Massachusetts and 
California. But in the majority of 
states—which was not true 26 years 
ago—concealed carry is the norm. 

The revolution that got us this 
far was not always quiet, but it 
was peaceful, and made up of 
grassroots activists from coast 
to coast who stood firm in their 
convictions. It’s interesting to note 
that many of the most prominent 
activists were women, bucking 
their country’s perception of 
women gunowners—women like 
Marion Hammer and Suzanna 
Gratia Hupp.

In a state like Illinois, the 
revolution took many years 
and generations of grassroots 
advocates. It also, literally, took 
taking it to federal court, in 
the landmark Supreme Court 
case McDonald v. Chicago, a 
case supported by the Second 
Amendment Foundation (parent 
of W&G), and successfully 
generalled by Alan Gura, who also 
succeeded in DC v. Heller.

Illinois activists wear a vivid 
yellow, signaling their uniting 
under the iGOLD banner 
(Illinois Gun Owners Lobby 
Day), but when they march in 
Springfield next time, perhaps 
they will include some blue in 
their ensembles.

The Blue Revolution continues, 
despite what are clearly enormous 
gains, because the counter 
revolutionary forces are also 
always at work, and because most 
American gunowners would like 
to see some equitable form of 
national reciprocity. Gura is on 
record as saying that there are 
many battles yet to come, and that 

victory will be won one court case 
at a time.

Revolutionaries, and Americans 
in general, are not the most patient 
folks, but gunowners have learned 
the hard lesson of incrementalism 
and small steps, and if neither 
of those seem particularly 
revolutionary, so be it.

The late David Caplan, one of 
the first scholars of the gun rights 
movement, proposed the term 
“Second Amendment Friendship,” 
to denote all gunowners and gun 
rights activists, working together 
for common cause, despite 
differences on strategy and other 
extraneous topics.

Linda Farmer, the Georgia-
based gun rights activist, coined 
the term “NATO Doctrine” at 
the inaugural Gun Rights Policy 
Conference in 1986, when 
she moved that the assembled 
participants agree to treat an 
attack on one type of gun as an 
attack on all.”

Both Caplan and Farmer are, 
in their own ways, revolutionary 
leaders as close to Founders as we 
have. (There are, of course, many 
other worthies in that pantheon.)

Maybe blue isn’t the color you’d 
chose for our revolution. Red 
(for all the red flags in our path 
and the “streets running red with 
blood” promised by the anti-gun 
regime). Gray (as in stainless) or 
even Black (the color of so many 
guns of the last 25 years).

But no matter what color you 
choose, it is clear that the gun 
rights movement has coalesced in 
a way few could foresee and that 
our cause goes marching on.
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Wide, Red-Anodized,  
Skeletonized Aluminum Trigger

Photoluminescent Front Sight,  
Drift Adjustable Rear Sight

Polished, Stainless Steel 
Guide Rod

Wide, Red-Anodized, 
Skeletonized Aluminum Trigger

Photoluminescent Front Sight,
Drift Adjustable Rear Sight

Polished, Stainless Steel
Guide Rod

WIDE ALUMINUM TRIGGER  PHOTOLUMINESCENT SIGHT  STAINLESS GUIDE ROD

The Ruger ® LCP ® Custom is a compact .380 Auto pistol designed with the shooter in mind. 

Affordable and comfortable, the Ruger ® LCP ® Custom is perfect for licensed carry for personal protection, or 

as a backup firearm for law enforcement. The Ruger ® LCP ® Custom features a polished, stainless steel guide 

rod; a wide red-anodized, skeletonized aluminum trigger for a lighter felt trigger pull; a photoluminescent front 

sight for low light conditions; and a square edge, drift adjustable rear sight that facilitates slide manipulation.


